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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination : The Medieval City of Rhodes 

Location : Rhodes Island 

State Party : Greece 

Date : December 30, 1987 

B) ICOHOS BECOWLIENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be included on the World 
Heritage List on the basis of criteria II, IV and V. 

Cl JUSTIFICATION 

From 1309 to 1523 Rhodes was occupied by the Knightly Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem who had lost their last stronghold in 
Palestine, St. John of Acre, in 1291. They proceeded to 
transform the island capital into a fortified city able to 
withstand sieges as terrible as those led by the Sultan of Egypt 
in 1444 and Mehmet II in 1480. An anachronic vestige of the 
Crusades, Rhodes finally fell in 1522 after a six-month siege 
carried out by Suleyman II, heading forces reportedly numbering 
100,000 men. 

The medieval city is located within a wall 4 kilometers long. It 
is divided according to the Western classic style, with the high 
town to the north and the lower town south-southwest. 

Originally separated from the town by a fortified wall, the high 
town, or Collachium, was entirely built by the Knights 
Hospitalers who, following the dissolution of the Templars in 
1312, became the strongest military order in all Christendom. The 
Order was organized into seven "tongues", each having its own 
seat, or ,rinn". The inns of the tongues of Italy, France, Spain 
and Provence lined both sides the principal east-west axis, the 
famous Street of the Knights, one of the finest testimonies to 
Gothic urbanism. Somewhat removed to the north, close to the site 
of the Knights' first hospice, stands the Inn of Auvergne, whose 
facade bears the arms of Guy de Blanchefort, Grand Master from 
1512 to 1513. The original hospice was replaced in the 15th 
century by the Great Hospital, built between 1440 and 1489, on 
the south side of the Street of the Knights; today the building 
is used as the archaeological museum. 
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Located northwest of the Collachium are the Grand Masters' Palace 
and St. John's Church. At the far eastern end of the Street of 
the Knights, built against the wall, is St. Mary's Church which 
the Knights transformed into a cathedral in the 15th century. 

The lower town is almost as dense with monuments as the Collachium. 
In 1522, with a population of 5000, it was replete with churches, 
some of Byzantine construction. After 1523, most were converted 
into Islamic mosques, like the Mosque of Soliman, Kavakli 
Mestchiti, Demirli Djami, Peial ed Din Djami, Abdul Djelil Djami, 
Dolapli Mestchiti. Throughout the years, the number of palaces 
and charitable foundations multiplied in the south/southeast 
area : the Court of Commerce, the Archbishop's Palace, the 
Hospice of St. Catherine, and others. 

The ramparts of the medieval city, partially erected on the 
foundations of the Byzantine enclosure, were constantly 
maintained and remodeled between the 14th and 16th centuries 
under the Grand Masters Giovanni Battista degl'orsini (1467 - 
1476), Pierre d'Aubusson (1476-1505), Aimery d'Amboise (1505 - 
1512) and Fabrizio de1 Carretto (1513-1521). Artillery firing 
posts were the final features to be added. At the beginning of 
the 16th century, in the section of the Amboise Gate, which was 
built on the northwest angle in 1512, the curtain wall was 12 
meters thick with a 4-meter high parapet pierced with gun holes. 

ICOMOS, recalling that in 1980 the modern capital of the order of 
St.John of Jerusalem, which was established in 1530 at La 
Valetta, was inscribed on the World Heritage List, is a fortiori 
favorable to the inclusion of the city of Rhodes, on the basis of 
criteria II, IV and V. 

- Criterion II. The fortifications of Rhodes, a "Frankish" 
town long considered to be impregnable, exerted an influence 
throughout the eastern Mediterranean basin at the end of the 
Middle Ages. 

- Criterion IV. This cultural property is an outstanding 
example of an architectural ensemble which illustrates the 
significant period of history in which a military/hospital order 
founded during the Crusades survived in the eastern 
Mediterranean area in a context characterized by an obsessive 
fear of siege. Rhodes is one of the most beautiful urban 
ensembles of the Gothic period. The fact that this medieval city 
is located on an island in the Aegean Sea, that it was on the 
site of an ancient Greek city, and that it commands a port 
formerly embellished by the Colossus erected by Chares of Lindos, 
one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world, only adds to its 
interest. Finally, it must be noted that the chain of history 
was not broken in 1523 but rather continued up to 1912 with the 
additions of valuable Islamic monuments, such as mosques, baths 
and houses. 



- Criterion V. With its Frankish and Ottoman buildings the old 
town of Rhodes is an important ensemble of traditional human 
settlement, characterized by successive and complex phenomena of 
acculturation. Contact with the traditions of the Dodecanese 
changed the forms of Gothic architecture and building after 1523 
combined vernacular forms resulting from the meeting of two 
worlds with decorative elements of Ottoman origin. All the built- 
up elements dating before 1912 have become vulnerable because of 
the evolution in living conditions and they must be protected as 
much as the great religious, civil and military monuments, the 
churches, monasteries, mosques, baths, palaces, forts, gates and 
ramparts. 

ICOMOS, however, wishes to qualify this very favorable opinion with 
remarks concerning the restoration policy adopted in Rhodes in the 
20th century and warnings with which the World Heritage Committee 
could agree. 

The Italian occupation from 1912 to 1948 left a strong imprint on 
the urban landscape of Rhodes. To the north of the modern city is a 
hodgepodge of restorations and pastiches (St. John's Church, the 
Governor's Palace) and the heavy Mussolini-period architecture of 
the Port of Mandraki. In the medieval city, beyond the Gate of 
Liberty dating from 1924, the Loge of St. John and especially the 
Grand Masters' Palace, which was entirely reconstructed in the 
style of the 1500s and sumptuously appointed to serve as the 
residence of Victor-Emmanuel III and 11 Duce, are grandiose 
pastiches which are devoid of archaeological rigor. 
The monumental fountains that embellish public squares were 
similarly inspired by an outlook comdemned by the Charter of 
Venice. 

Desirable or not, these pseudo-medieval monuments are a permanent 
integral part of the urban history of Rhodes. It remains to be 
seen whether extreme restoration policies based on a firmly 
established tradition will continue to be carried out under the 
pretext of integrated preservation or touristic development. 

Fortunately the project to rebuild the Colossus of Rhodes was 
abandoned. Now what must be considered is the future interest and 
feasibility of the project to rebuild the tower of Naillac as drawn 
up by the architect S. Bodo. Built from 1395 to 1421 under the 
Grand Master Philibert de Naillac, the tower controlled the western 
access of the narrows of the commercial port. It collapsed in 1863. 
Is it truly an absolute priority to restore it with stone veneer 
covering a concrete core ? 

ICOMOS, September 1988 
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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL NO 493 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien proposi : Ville m6diGvale de Rhodes 

Lieu : Ile de Rhodes 

Etat partie : GrGce 

Date : 30 d&cembre 1987 

B) BECOHHANDATIOB DE L'ICOWOS 

Que le bien culture1 proposg soit inscrit sur la Liste du 
Patrimoine mondial au titre des crit;?res II, IV et V. 

Cl JUSTIFICATION 

De 1309 i 1523, les hospitaliers de Saint-Jean de JGrusalem, qui 
avaient perdu en 1291 leur dernier bastion en Palestine, Saint- 
Je2n d'hcre, ont occup6 Rhodes, transformant la cap:tale de 
f'lle en une ville forte capable de soutenir des sieges aussi 
eprouvants que celui du sultan d'Egypte en 1444 et celui de 
Mehmet II en 1480. Vestige anachronique des Croisades, Rhodes ne 
devait tomber qu'i l'issue du si;ge de six mois entrepris en 
1522 par Scleyman II i la tste, dit-on, d'une arm&e de 100.000 
hommes. 

La cit6 mgdi&vale, i l'int&rieur de son enceinte de 4 km de 
longueur, ob6it i la division, classique en Occident, entre 
ville haute, au nord, et bourg castral, au sud/sud-est. 

SiparGe i l'origine du bourg par une muraille fortifike, la 
ville haute, ou Collachium, a 6t6 entiirement model6e par un 
ordre militaire devenu, apris la dissolution des Ternpliers en 
1312, le plus puissant de la chr&tient&. L'organisation des 
hospitaliers de Saint-Jean de JGrusalem, qui regroupaient sept 
"langues", s'est inscrite dans l'architecture : les "auberges" de 
la langue d'Italie, de la langue de France, de la langue 
d'Espagne et de la langue de Provence se ripartissent des deux 
cgtr$s de l'axe principal est-ouest, la c&lGbre rue des 
Chevaliers, l'un des meilleurs timoins de l'urbanisme gothique. 
L'auberge d'Auvergne, 
de Blanchefort, 

dott la fa9ade tst timbrge des armes de Fuy 
gr?nd maltre,de 1512 a 1513, se dresse un peu a 

l’&cart, au nord, a,proximiFe du premier hospice des Chevaliers, 
auquel fut substitue, au XVeme siecle, le Grand HGpital bgti, de 
1440 ; 1489, sur le cst6 sud de la rue des Chevaliers et qui 
abrite i l'heure actuelle le mus&e archiologique. 
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Au nord-ouest du Collachium, se dressaient le Palais des Grands 
MaTtres et l'iglise Saint-Jean. A l'extrkmiti est de la rue des 
Chevaliers, l'eglise Sainte-Marie, adossge i la muraillet avait 
Gt& transform&e en cath;drale par les hospitaliers au XVeme 
.siGcle. 

Dans la ville basse, la densit; monumentale est i peine plus faible. 
Ce "bourg" qu$ abritait en 1522 quelque 5.000 habitants, 
regorgeait d'eglises, parfois d'origine byzantine! et qui furent 
le plus 5ouvent converties au culte islamique apres 1523 comme 
la mosquee de Soliman, Kavakli Mestchiti, DGmirli Djami, Pgial 
ed Din Djami, Abdul Djelil Djami, Dolapli Mestchiti. Au fil des 
ans, palais et fondations caritatives s'&taient multipliis dans 
ce quartier sud/sud-est : tribunal de commerce, archevGch6, 
Hospice de Sainte-Catherine, etc. 

Les remparts de la cit& mGdi;vale, partiellement construits sur les 
fondations de l'enceinte byzantine, constamment entretenus et 
remani;s du XIVe au XVIe si;cle sous les grands maztres Giovanni 
Battista degl'orsini (1467-1476), Pierre d'bubusson (1476-1505), 
Aimery d'Amboise (1505-1512) et Fabrizio de1 Carretto (1513- 
1521) sont caractGris;s par leur adaptation aux tirs 
d'artillerie dans les phases finales. Au d&but du XVIe si;cle, 
dans le secteur de la Porte d'llmboise, 
ouest en 1512, 

co?struite i l'angle nord- 
la.courtine atteignit 12 metres d'kpaisseur, avec 

un parapet de 4 metres perc& de bouches i feu. 

L'ICOMOS, rappelant que la capitale moderne de l'ordre de Saint 
Jean de Jirusalem, fondle en 1530 i La Valette; a &ti inscrite 
en 1980 sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial donne a fortiori un 
avis favorable i l'inscription de la ville'de Rhodes, au titre 
des crit;res II, IV et V. 

- CritGre II. L'influence des fortifications de Rhodes, ville 
"franque" longtemps rgput;e imprenable s'est exerc&e dans tout 
le bassin oriental de la MiditerranGe d la fin du Moyen Age. 

- CritGre IV. Ce bien culture1 est un exemple Eminent 
d'ensemble archztectural illustrant la p&riode historique 
significative ou un ordre militaire et hospitalier issu des 
Croisades a surv;cu en MGditerranGe orientale dans un contexte 
de constante psychose obsidionale. Rhodes est l'un des plus 
beaux e?se?bles urbains de 1'Gpoque gothique. Le fait que cette 
ville medievale se trouve dans une ;le de la mer Egie, sur 
l'emprise d'une ancienne citi grecque, et commande un port 
autrefois embelli par le colosse de Char&s de Lindos, l'une des 
sept merveilles du monde selon les Anciens, 
son int&re^t. 

ne peut qu'accro?tre 

I1 faut rappeler enfin que la cha;ne historique n'est pas 
interrompue en 1523 mais se compl;te avec des monuments 
islamiques d'une valeur certaine, mosqu;es, bains, maisons, 
jusqu'en 1912. 



- CritGre V. La vieille ville de Rhodes, avec son ensemble de 
constructions franques et ottomanes, constitue un ensemble 
Eminent d'habitat humain traditionnel, caractGris6 par des 
phGnom;nes successifs et complexes d'acculturation : les formes 
de l'architecture gothique se sont modifi;es au contact des 
traditions du DodGcanGse, et les constructions post;rieures i 
1523 combinent les formes vernaculaires rgsultant de cette 
rencontre de deux mondes avec des GlGments de d;cor d'origine 
ottomane. Tous les Glgments du bgti ant&rieurs i 1912, devenus 
vuln&rables du fait de 1'Gvolution des conditions de vie, 
devraient Gtre protGg;s au m;me titre que les grands monuments 
religieux, civils et militaires, gglises, couvents, mosqu&es, 
bains, palais, forts, portes et remparts. 

L'ICOMOS souhaite toutefois assortir cette recommandation 
d'inscription tr;s chaleureuse de remarques sur la politique de 
restauration men&e i Rhodes au XXime siicle et de mises en garde 
auxquelles le Cornit; du Patrimoine mondial pourrait, semble-t-il, 
s'associer. 

De 1912 i 1948, l'occupation italienne a fortement marquh le 
paysage urbain de Rhodes. Dans la ville moderne, au nord, les 
restaurations et pastiches (Gglise Saint-Jean, palais du 
Gouverneur) voisinent tant bien que ma1 avec les lourdes 
architectures muss?liniennes du port du Ma;ndrakf. Dans la ville 
m&diGvale, par dela la Porte de la Liberte percee en 1924, la Loge 
de Saint-Jean et surtout le Palais des Grands Maztres, 
enti;rement reconstruit dans le style des ann&es 1500, 
somptueusement am;nagG afin de pouvoir servir de risidence i 
Victor-Emmanuel III et au Duce, sont des pastiches grandioses, 
mais d&nuGs de rigueur arch&ologique. 
Les embellissemen$s des places publiques i l'aide de fontaines 
monumentales precedent du msme esprit, condamng par la Charte de 
Venise. 

Qu'on le veuille ou non, ces monuments pseudo-mGdi;vaux sont entrhs 
dans l'histoire urbaine de Rhodes et ne sauraient Gtre GliminGs. 
Reste i savoir si une tradition bien Gtablie autorise encore sous 
pr&texte de conservation intggrie ou de dgveloppement touristique, 
la poursuite d'une politique de restauration i outrance. 

Le projet de r;tablissement du colosse de Rhodes &tant heureusement 
&cart&, il faut r&flGchir aujourd'hui i l*intire^t Gventuel et i la 
faisabiliti du projet de reconstruction de la Tour de Naillac 
Glabor& par l'architecte S. Bodo. Cette tour, construfte de 1392 i 
1421 sous le grand ma;tre Philibert de Naillac commandait l'acces 
ouest du goulet du port de commerce. Elle s'&tait effondr;e en 1863. 
Sa restauration, avec placage de Pierre sur une ime de b;ton, 
s'impose-t-elle comme une priorit; absolue ? 

ICOMOS, Septembre 1988 
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