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Aj IDENTPFICA'ITON A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bier propose :Tipasa Ncmifiation : Tipasa 

LEeu : Wilaya de Blida, Dtira de Badjout, Location : Wilaya of Blida, Daira of Had- 
&mmnedeTipasa jout, Tipasa cmmnme 

Etat partie : Algerie 

Date : 30 lIX&nbre 1981 

Stateparty:Algeria 

Date : Dece&er 30, 1981 

B) RE~MMANDATION DE L'ICOMX B) ICOMX RlXZOMMEXDATIoN 

QLE ie bien culture1 prop0se soit 
mscrit sur la List2 du Patrimine 
I%ndiai. 

Thatthepmposedculturalpropertybe 
inscribed on the World Heritage List. 

C, JUSTIF+ICATIoN C I JUSTIFEATION 

S~lac&errk5diterran&mne, 2 30 lms 
a i'ouest d'Alger, le site de Tipasa re- 
groupelsun des plus extraordinaires ccnn- 
plexes arch~ol0giques du Maghreb, et peut 
&x-e ie plus significatif pour l'etude 
des contacts entre les civilisations in-. 
dig&es et les differentes vagws de co- 
lonisation du Vie si&cle AV.J.C, au Vie 
slkie Ap.J.C. 

Cette ville c&i&e a d'abord 5te un ' 
comptoir carthaginois, dent la nGxopole 
est l'une de3 plus anciennes et des plus 
&endues du mnde punique (Vie-IIe siecle 
Av.J,C.j m Puis elle a &e conquise par i 
lesrominsquienfirentunet&ede : 
pmt pour la conq&& des r0yaums mu&- 
tatuens. La plus ancienne installation ' 
roxtame se .trouva au centie de la cite, I 
SIX 1111 es- nt nature1 defendu par 
la falaise et par une enceinte rudimn- ' 
tare, En 147, 2 l'cccasion de la guerre 
entreplse par Antonin le Pieux contre 
les Maw-es, cette in@ntatmnmdeste 

The site of Tipasa, located on the J%e- 
diterranean coast70kms to thewestof 
Algiers, re~upsone.of the mstextra- 
ordinary axchaeologicalcconple~s of the 
Ib@im,'.and perhaps the one which is 
mst significant e0 the study of the con- 
tacts be-en the indigenous civilizations 
and the various waves of colonization 
fromthe 6thcenturyb.c tothe 6thcen- 
tury a,d. 

This coastal city was first a Carthagi- 
nian t32adingcentre,whosenecropolfs is 
one 0f the oldest and one of the mst 
extensfve of the Punic world (6th-2th 
centw b&c,). T&n it was conquered by 
the !!?armnswho useditas a spearhead 
from whickto CT the Mauritanian 
kingd0ms, The 0ldestRman settlement is 
lox&din thecentreof the city on a 
steep slope pmtected by cliffs and by 
a rutitary enceinte, In 147, at the 
timofthewarundertakenbyAntoninus 
Pius against the Mauritanians, this 
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fut englobee dans une glgantes~ muraIl- 
le de 2300 m de long, Cette circonvalla- 

TlDdest iAl@an~tion was 
gigantic wail., 2,300 m. 

tLonl flanquee de tours de plan carA et 
circulaire, coqrend trois portes princi- 
pales dent deux sent p&ced8es d'ouvra- 
ges fortifies en font-e de ti-lune, 
comparables 3 ceux que l'on rencontre en 
Gaule et en Gernanie. A I'mtErieur de 
cette enceinte, se renc0ntrent des edifL.- 
ces mjeurs amrtenant alJ noyau prti- 
tif de la clts ou a ses n0uveaux quartz- 
ers: le Forum, ia C-urleI le Capltie, 
dew te=r@es, un am@nt.h8%re, un nym- 
phee, un th&tre, des therrres. Ces &a- 
bllssmnts publics, dont ies rzIfnes 
sont saisissantes, subsistent au milieu 
d'un reseau serre de melsons prlv&s or- 
nees de pelntures et de mosayques, dgen- 
tre-pks de am~rce, d'kabiiss~ts 
industriels des EIe et IZTEe slitcles, 

Tipasa, chrfstianisee au d&ut du I'IXe 
sidle, devenue le siege dkn &-&he, 
conserve egalen-ent de notireux edifices 
duculte chr&ien: une irmense basilique 
2 sept nefs du IVe siecle d0nt ia nef 
centrale de&t &re sub&vi&e par Pa 
suite, un baptIst&e de plan clrcukire 
furcmt implant&z-intra mkros, Z P'occi- 
dent, sur la colline du Ras Knissia, Au 
delii de P'encefnte, une vaste nkropole 
chrgtienne s'&zendrtautourde la chapel- 
le fun&aire que l'&@que Alexandre frt 
construire pa.zr y deposer Les corps de 
ses predkesseurs. 

A l'cppose, du c&Z de I'Cr~ent, se 
rencontrent la basikque des Saints-Pierre 
et-Paul et, sur la colkne de S;lmte-Sal- 
sa, la tort-be et I'egllse de cette martyre, 
lieu de p&rinage-auto-ur d-uqel de d&e- 
loppa une autre necropole, 

L'invasion vandaie des annks 430 ne 
I-I-lit pas un terl-re d6fini"tlf 2 la pro@ri- 
6 de Tipasa rrais la vikie, reconquise 
par Pes Byzantins en 534 n'ailait cesser 
de d&liner d&s Le Vie si&?ie. 

Aujourd'hui, l'qgantat~~~ d'unqle- 
xe tour~stique 3 proxkute im&diate du 
site (1968-73) a rendu aux ru.~nes une vie 
nouvelle. Mais cette see-qatkcn du terrain 
a contribue 2 amenuiser Xes r&serves ar- 
che0logiques et en particirlier Bes n&ro- 
poles, msuffismt f0uLlXes. 

E?I appuyant Pa demande d'inscrlptron 
de Tipasa sur la Liste du Patrlrron9e .M0n- 
dial au titre des cnteres 111 et IV, 
i'ICD&DS formule deux recomrkandati0ns: 

enclosed by a 
inlength. This 

rarrpart! whichis.fl.akedby square and 
circuiar tcwe~s,.includes three main 
ports ofwhichtwo areprecededby semi- 
circular ferrtifications -arable to 
those found .in Gaul and in Germenia, 
Within"thjbsencennte, are important bufl- 
dkngs.situated in the original core of 
the~city and~P13 its new quarters: the 
Forum,the Cut&~,the Capitolium, two w 
pks, an zxn-@-ihti, a nymphaeum, a 
theatre andbaths. The impressive ruins 
of civic buLldings are set in the centre 
of a tight network of private houses, 
decorated with paintings and mzsaics, 
c~rciaiwarehouses and industrial es- 
tablishments of the 2nd and 3rd centuries. 

Tipasa, wkchwas christianized at the 
begknfingof the 3rdcentury andsubse- 
quently became a bishopric, includes as - 
welPnmiususb-tidings 0ftheChristian 
alit : an timnseseven-navedbasilica 
of the 4thcentury whose central nave 
was s&divised thereafter and a- baptistq, 
based on a circular plan, were placed 
'intra muros to the west on the hill of 
Ras KMssia. Beyond the enceinte, a vast 
&.ctstian net-lis spreads out around 
a funzrary chapel which the bishop Ale- 
xander c0nstructed as a resting place 
f0r his predecessors, 

Across, to the east, are located the 
basilbca sf Saint Peter and Saint Paul 
and, on the hilLof Sat Salsa, the tomb 
and-the church dedicated to th&s martyr, 
which becamethe object of a piPgrimage 
amundwhx?h anothernecropolis develioped. 

The Vandal invasion ofthe 430's did not- 
mark the definLtive end of Tipasa's pros- 
perl.tyf but, the city, which was recon- 
quered by the Byzantines in 534, fell nnto 
a decline in the 6th century from which it 
never recovered. 

7lYtday, the deveiopx-er~t of a tourist corfr 
plex within the Immediate proximity of the 
site 61968-1973) has brought a new life to 
the ruinsa But:, this land exploitation has 
contributed t-0 areductionof the archaeo- 
logical reserves I in particular the necro- 
pdes, which have not been sufficiently 
excavated o 

Alkhough s:coIas supports the request for 
the inscription of Tipasa on the World 
Heritage List On the basis of criteria 111 
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1) quef'~lantation des ar&nageItEnts 
touristiques SQit s6vSmnt c0xKzt331~ 
parle Gouvernemen t alg&m?n, 

2) gue le Grand Ma-usoL& byal MaiitanL- 
en connusousJ.enamdeKborerRoi~ 
r&a (!Ibtkeaude PaCCh&ienne ] et 
sftu6 3 peu de &stance ,de Txpasa soit 
corqris dans.la nombat33n. 

and L'V, it would offer two reccurmezlda- 
tions : 
lji that the irqA.antation of tcurfst 

fac~lkties be strictly contxUed 
by rhe Algerian governrrwh, 

TCoM3S, Paris; Mai 1982 
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