
WORLD HERITAGE LIST No 559 

A) lDENTlFlCATlON 

Nomination : The Royal Estate of Drottningholm 

Location : Province of Stockholm 

State partv Sweden 

Date 25 October 1989 

That this cultural property be included on the World Heritage List 
on the basis of Criterion IV. 

The World Heritage Bureau in June 1991 recommended inscription 
of the entire Royal Estate of Drottningholm, provided the Swedish 
authorities could confirm that the proposal for inscription included 
the entire royal domain, not just the palace. Confirmation was 
received in a letter dated October 8, 1991. Accordingly, ICOMOS is 
pleased to confirm its support for the nomination. 

D) BACKGROUND 

The royal domain of Drottningholm is located on Queen’s Island in 
Lake Malar, outside Stockholm. The island’s name acknowledges the 
closely interwoven history of the castle with the different queens 
of Sweden. The first royal residence was built there towards the 
end of the 16th century for Queen Catherine Jagellon. A century 
later, Queen Hedvig-Eleonora bought the lands and had a new castle 
built by Nicodemus Tessin the Elder. After his death, his son 
carried on the work, but the building remained unfinished for nearly 
a hundred years. The next owner was a future queen, the crown 
princess Lovisa-Ulrika (wife of Adolph-Frederick 1751- 1771). She 
ordered Carl Harleman to continue the work in the style of Louis XV 
and, along with the private apartments, to add a library and a 
portrait gallery. Gustav Ill (17714792) inherited the castle from 
his mother, but the terrible monarch was obliged to sell it to the 
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state with all the furnishings and collections of Lovisa-Ulrika. In 
the 20th century the castle, once again a residence for the royal 
family, was restored and a large part of the furnishings and 
decorations of the 18th century were returned. 

The same queen Lovisa-Ulrika had Frederik Adelcrantz build a 
theatre (1766) on the castle grounds. In the early 20th century it 
was restored to its original appearance and refurbished with the 
original fittings, even the stage sets. It is a unique exemple of an 
European theatre of the 18th century having conserved its original 
state. 

As a birthday gift, the mother of Gustav III was once given a 
Chinese pavilion, in keeping with the “chinoiseries” in vogue at the 
time. The pavilion is considered one of the most important among 
examples of this type of structure conserved in Europe. 

- Criterion IV. The ensemble of Drottningholm - castle, theatre, 
Chinese pavilion and gardens - is the best example of a royal 
residence built in the 18th century in Sweden and is representative 
of all European architecture of that period, heir to the influences 
exerted by the Chateau of Versailles on the construction of royal 
residences in western, central and northern Europe. 

ICOMOS, November 1991 
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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL No 559 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien prooose : Le Domaine Royal de Drottningholm 

Lieu Province de Stockholm 

Etat oartie Suede 

Date 25 octobre 1989 

B) RE 5s 

Que ce bien culture1 soit inscrit sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial 
au titre du Critere IV. 

C) OBSERVATIONS DE L’ICOMOS 

Le Bureau du Patrimoine Mondial reuni en juin 1991 a recommande 
I’inscription de la totalite du domaine royal de Drottningholm, a 
condition que les autorites suedoises puissent confirmer que la 
proposition d’inscription Porte sur la totalite du domaine royal et 
pas seulement sur le palais. Cette confirmation a et6 recue par 
lettre en date du 8 octobre 1991. L’ICOMOS a done le plaisir de 
confirmer son soutien de la nomination. 

D) JUSTIFICATION 

Le domaine royal de Drottningholm se trouve sur une ile (Ile de la 
Reine) du lac Malar dans la banlieue de Stockholm. Le nom de I’ile 
vient du fait que l’histoire du chateau s’est tissee autour de 
differentes reines de Suede. La premiere demeure royale y fut 
construite vers la fin du XVle siecle pour la reine Catherine 
Jagellon. Un siecle plus tard, la reine Hedvig-Eleonora achete le 
domaine et se fait construire un nouveau chateau par Nicodeme 
Tessin I’Ancien. A la mort de celui-ci le flambeau est repris par son 
fils, mais le batiment restera inacheve presqu’un siecle. Une future 
reine, la princesse h&it&e Lovisa-Ulrika (femme d’Adolphe- 
Frederic 1751-1771) devient la nouvelle proprietaire du domaine et 
charge Carl Harleman de continuer les travaux dans le style Louis 
XV et d’amenager outre ses appartements prives, une bibliotheque 
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et une galerie de tableaux. Gustave III (17714792) herita du 
chateau de sa mere, mais le terrible monarque fut oblige de le 
vendre a I’Etat avec les meubles et les collections de Lovisa-Ulrika. 

Au XXe siecle le chateau redevient une residence de la famille 
royale, est restaure et retrouve un bon nombre de ses meubles et 
decorations du XVllle siecle. 

La meme reine Lovisa-Ulrika fit construire par Frederik Adelcrantz 
un theatre (1766) sur le domaine du chateau, batiment restaure au 
debut du XXe siecle quand il a retrouve son aspect et les 
installations d’origine (meme des decors de scene). II s’agit d’un 
exemple unique de theatre europeen du XVllle siecle ayant conserve 
son etat d’origine. Pour un de ses anniversaires la mere de Gustave 
III recut en cadeau un pavillon chinois qui correspond au gofit de 
I’epoque pour les “chinoiseries”. Ce pavillon est considere comme un 
des plus importants parmi les constructions de ce type conservees 
en Europe. 

- Critbre IV. L’ensemble de Drottningholm -chateau, theatre, 
pavillon chinois et jardins- represente le meilleur exemple de 
residences royales construites au XVllle dans I’Europe 
septentrionale et est representatif de toute I’architecture 
europeenne de I’epoque, heritiere des influences exercees par le 
chateau de Versailles dans la construction de residences royales en 
Europe . 

ICOMOS, novembre 1991 
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