
ICOMOS 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON M 0 N U hl E N T S AND SITES 
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES hlONUMENTS ET DES SITES 
CONSEJO I N T E R N A C I 0 N A 1. DE MOSUMENTOS Y SITIOS 
MElKnYHAPODHblt! COBET IlO BOllPOCAM I-IAMSITHMKOB M LlOCTOnPWMEllATEJlbHblX MECT 

LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL WORLD HERITAGE LIST No 58 

A) IDENTIFICATION A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: "Stavkirke" d'Umes Nomination: UlTES StaVe ~U.TXh 

Lieu: CIUTRUE de Luster Location: Municipality of Luster 

Etat partie: Norv+e 

Date: 15 Novembre 1978 

State narty: Nomy 

Date: Novesnber 15, 1978 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

-Que le bien culture1 proposE soit ins- That the proposed cultural property be 
crit sur la Liste du Patrhine xondial included on the World Heritage List on 
au titre~des criteres I,-II et-YIII. the basis of criteria I, II and III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION C) JUSTI'FICATION 

lias "Stavkirker" repr&entent l'une des The StaveChurches constituteoneof the 
fornes les plus &&or&s de la constmc- sost elaborate types of wood constructior 
tionenbois, traditionnelleen~pe whichare typicalof northernEurope 
du nord de la p&iode ntilithique au fromtheneolithicperiod to theMiddle 
Moyen Age. Ages. 

Lorsquele christianisnxa futintmduit At the tinrt Christianitywas introduced 
en NorvGge sous le rGgne de Saint Olav into Norway, during the reign of St. OlaT 
(1016-1030), les Blises qui s'eleverent (1016-1030), the chur&es that were buill 
se conformGrentauxd.ispositions classi- were in the classic basilical plan, but 
ques du plan basilical, tis furent entirelyofwood. The roof frartxzwere 
int&ralmt b&ies en bois, l'ossature linedwithboards and the roof itself 
de charpente &ant doublee de planches covered. with shingles in accordance with 
etles CQnbles recouverts debardeaux, constructiontechnigueswhichwerewide- 
selon la technique de construction en spread inScandinavian countries. 
honneur danslespays scandinaves. 

&tong the roughly 1300 tieval Stave 
Parrni les guelques 1300 "Stavkirker" Churchesinde~d,about30remainin 
mEGvales d&&x-&s,une trentaine Nomay. SCNEO~ theinareverylarge, 
subsistentenNorvege;certainesde suchasEkqund,HopperstadorHeddal 
dinensions ixposantes, mles eglises churches while others, Torpo or Underdal 
deHorqund, deHopperstadoudeHeddal, are tiny. 
d'autres minuscules, cxnte celles de 
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Torpo ou d'Underda1. Umes church can be selected to rep= 

L'eglise d'Urnes peut &re retenue pour 
sent this outstanding series of wood 

repr&senter cette remquable &rie de 
buildings on the WorldHeritage List 
foranLPnberofreasons,whichmake 

constructions debois sur IaListe du 
Patrirmine mndial pour toute une &rie 

itanexceptionalmonument. 

de raisons qui en fontunmnumntexcep- this church, which 
tionnel, _ 

- Its antiquity: 
was rebuilt tmard the middle of the 

- Son anciennet~ : cette +lise, reGd.ifi& 
12th century, includes sorw elements 

vers le milieu du XIIZ~E si&cle, intee 
originating frm a stave church built 

en effet des El&rents prownant d'une 
about one century earlier whose location 

"stavkirke" construite un siGcle environ 
was revealed by the 1956-1957 excavations. 

plus Bz et dont les fouilles de 1956-1957 -TheexeqAaqnatureofits structure 
ont r-l& l'implantation. which is characterizedby the useof 

- L'exeqAariti de sa structure, caracteri- 
cylindricalcolmmswith cubic capitals 

S&z par l'emploi de colonnes cylindriques 
and semicircular arches, all of which 

2 chapiteaux cubiques et d'arcs en plein 
usewood, the indigenousbuildingmate- 

cintre qui transposent dam le mat&iau 
rial to express the language of stone - 

auto&tone -1e bois- les nr33Xes de l'archi- 
Rcamzqw architecture. 

tecture runaneenpierre. - Theoutstandinggualityofits sculpted 

- La qualite unique de son d&or mnumntal 
monmntaldecorwhich, especiallyonthe 

SculptE, qui cmporte -principalemnt 5 
outside, includes strap-mrk panels and 
elements of Viking tradition takenfran 

l'exttiieur- despanneauxetG%mants 2 entre-e 
lacs de traditionvikingenprunt& auprem& 

eprecedingbuilding (llthcentmy) and 

&difice (XI&re si8cle) eti 3 l'intErieur, 
inside an amazing series of 12th Century 

une &mmante &rie dechapitiaux figuratifs 
figurative capitalswhich constitute the 

du XII&ma si&Ae qui e&Z. l'origine d'une 
origin of the "Umes style production". 

productioh connue sous le rm-n de "style - The wealth of liturgical objects of 
d'urnes". themedievalperiod: Christ, thevirgin 

- La ride&e de son mbilier liturgigue 
and St. John, elemnts of a rood beam, 

d'&que m&E&ale : le Christ, la Vierge 
acathedraofsculptedwood,emnElled 

etSaintJean,~l&mtsd'une poutrede 
bronzecandlesticks, thecoronaof light, 
etc. 

gloire, la CathGdre en bois sculptg, les 
chandeliers en bronze -116, la couronne - Excellentconservationof aperfectly 
de lmi&e, etc. hm-ogeneous ensemble. The embellishmnt~ 

.- L'excellente conservation d'un ensgnble 
of the 17th century (1601 and ca. 17OC. 

parfaiteEnthmog&e aquelles embellisse- 
and the restorations of 1906-1910 totally 

~X&S du XVIIGme si&cle (1601 et 1700 envi- 
observedits authenticity. 

ron) et les restaurations de 1906-1910 n'ont - Thelocationof the churchwithin the 
rien WE de son authenticit& remarkable backdrop of a glacial valley 

- L'insertion de 1'Gglise dans un site rm- 
on the north bank of Sognefjord. 

guable de va116e glaciaire, sur la rive nord 
du Sognefjord. 

Im r eccmw&s the inclusion of Urnes 
church on the World Heritage List on the 

L'ICDDS r ecmmmde l'inscription de l'eqli- 
basis of criteria I, II and III. 

se d'Urnes sur la Liste du P&Amine no&i- 
al au titre des criteres I, II et III. 


