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A) IDENTIFICATION A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Mesa Verde Nomination: Mesa Verde 

Lieu: Colorado Location: Colorado 

Etat partie: Etats Unis d'Ar&igue State Farty: United States of America 

Date: 5 juin 1978 Date: June 5, 1978 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

Que le bien culture1 proposB soit ins- That the proposed culturalpropertybe 
crit sur la Liste du Patriaoine nondial included on the World Heritage List on 
au titre du critere III. the basis of criterion III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION C) JUSTIFICATION 

Parmi les civilisations &rindiennes &rong the Amarican Indian civilizations 
que les ethnologues et les pr&istoriens recognized by ewlogists and prehisto- 
ont reconnues, celle des Anasazi et de rians, thatof theAnasazi Indians and 
leurs lointains descendants, les Pueblos of their distant descendants, thePueblos 
du Nouveau Mexigue et de l'Arizona, of NewMexico andArizona are indeedguit 
prkente une originalit certaine, due original, owing inpartto the substantia 
enpartieauxcontraintes t&5 fortes rigors of their natural environt : the 
du milieu nature1 : le sud-ouest du southwestern part of Colorado with its 
Colorado, avec ses "mesas" coup&s de mesas cutbydeepcaqons. Onthehigh 
&ions profonds; sur le haut plateau limastone andsandstoneplateauwhich in 
calcaire et gr&eux qui s'el&e locale- one place reaches an altitude of 2620 
ment 2 2620 m au-dessus du niveau de la meters above sealevelthe climate is 
rrer &gne un climat semi-aride caract& semi-arid, being characterized by irre- 
ri& par 1'irregulari.G des prkipita- gular precipitation and great differences 
tions atmxph&Ygues et l'kart sensi- betweendaytirneandnighttimeteqerature 
ble des temperatures diurnes et noctur- 
nes. The first signs of regularhumanoccupa- 

tiongobackto the 6thcenturyof the 
Las premieres traces d'occupation hurrah- current era. They are principally located 
ne r+uli2\re renontent au VI&e siecle on the plateau where partially buried 
de notre &e. Elles se rencontrent prin- villages, consisting of silos and low 
cipalement sur le plateau , oii des vil- dwellings have existedsince this period= 
lages semi-enterrk, regroupant des Original handicrafts, in which the Pro- 
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silos et des habitations basses, existent 
des cette date. Un artisanat original, fai- 
sant une large place 2 la production d'ob- 
jets en fibre de yucca, apparait alors. 
Cette vannerie restera caract&istique de 
la civilisation des Anasazi pendant sept 
siecles. 

De 750 2 1100 environ, des caractgres sp& 
cifiques lx&s nets apparaissent dans les 
~tablissementshumains de Mesa Verde. Tan- 
dis que les villages du plateau adoptent 
un plan plus r@ulier, en L ou en U, les 
habitats devallGe gagnenten importance : 
dam des abris sous rcche prot&$s par le 
surplcmb d'impressionnantes falaises, au 
flanc de cuestas profond&nent dtiiquet&s 
par l'&osion, des villages mixtes, 2 la 
fois troglodytigues et construits, se 
developpent, assumnt des fonctions mul- 
tiples : agricoles, artisanales, ou reli- 
gieuses ( les premieres "kivas", structures 
souterraines ouenfouies deplansub-circu- 
laire, apparaissent 2 cette &oque). 

Cette civilisation conna2t son apogee de 
1100 2 la fin du XIII&e si&cle avant de 
dispara^ltrebrutalemant. Des constructions 
inposantes 2 plusieurs Gtages (les plus 
connues sont "Cliff Palace" et "Long House", 
avec ses 181 pieces et ses 15 kivas) sont 
elev&s 2 l'abri des falaises. Elles d&m- 
tentune surprenante &mlutiondes techni- 
ques de construction et un seas tres sti de 
l'am&agemnt de l'espace. Parallzllemnt, 
les techniques agraires seperfectionnent : 
l'irrigation, mtunand&parunsystZmede 
r&ervoirs et de barrages, pallie les ri- 
gueurs d'unclimatpeupropice ala culture 
des c&Sales et des f&ulents, bases de 
l'alimentation des Anasazi. "L'Qe d'or" 
que d&xmine cette maitrise du milieu 
nature1 est encore illustr~ par la qualit 
exceptionnelle de laproductionartisanale : 
vannerie, tissage et surtout cemmique 
atteignent~ unequalite @xnnante, souli- 
gn& depuis longtesnps par les premiers 
explorateurs de Mesa Verde. 

D&ouverts en 1874, les villages rupestres 
de Mesa Verde furent en effet pill& par des 
collectionneurs (une vente de poterie t&s 
importante eut lieu en 1889) avant d'etre 
&udiGs et fouill& par des archGologues. 
Nhrndns, la protection du site, acquise 
auXtems duFederalAntiguities Actde 
1906, est une des plus efficaces et des plus 
amiennes ducontinentdricain. LeParc 
~thxrd deMesaVerde constitue al'heure 

duction of yucca fiber objects played a 
major role then came into being. This 
wickerworkwas to renmin characteristic 
of Anasazi civilization for seven cen- 
turies. 

Frcnn roughly 750 to 1100 scma highly 
specific features appeared in the humn 
settlemants of Mesa Verde. While the 
plateau villages were increasingly built 
in an L or U-shape layout, the valley 
villages grew larger. In rock shelters 
under the refuge of imposing overhanging 
cliffs, on the side of cue&as deeply 
lacerated by erosion, ccmposite, both 
troglodytic and built, villages were 
establishedhavingvarious functions : 
agricultural, handicrafts or religious 
(the first "kivas", subterranean or 
buried structures of a sub-circular layout, 
appeared during this period). 

This civilization reached its apogee 
between 1100 and theendof the13th cen- 
tury before suddenly disappearing. Iqre- 
ssive,multi-storeyconstructions (the 
best-known being "Cliff Palace" and "Long 
House" ,withits181rocms and15 kivas) 
were erectedunder the shelter of the 
cliffs. They are demonstrative of swpri- 
singprogress inbuildingtechniques and 
a very keen sense for use of space. At 
thesametim,agrariantechniqueswere 
improved : irrigation, based on a neWrk 
of reservoirs and dams was used to offset 
the rigors of a climate largely hostile 
to the cultivationofcereals andstarches, 
staples of the Anasazi diet. This "golden 
age" facilitated by the control of natural 
environment is further illustratedby the 
outstandingquality of thehandicrafts. 
As the first explorers of Mesa Verde clai- 
mdonmany anoccasion, thewickemork, 
weaving and especially ceramics ware of 
astonishing quality. 

Discovered in 1874, the rock-cut villages 
of Mesa Verde were pillaged by collectors 
(therewas aveqlargepottery sale in 
1889) before being studied and excavated 
by archaeologists. However, the protection 
of the site which came into effect in 1906 
under theFederalAntiquities Act is one 
of the most effective and longstanding on 
the&rericanContinent. Atpresent, Mesa 
Verde National Park is one of the world's 
best mnaged natural, biological and 
archaeological reserves. 
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actuelle une des rkerves naturelles, This ensemble can be included on the 
biolcgiques et arch6ologiques les mieux 
g6r6es du mnde. 

World Heritage List on the basis of 
criterion III as bearing a unique tes- 

Cet ensemble peut &re inscrit sur la 
Liste duPat.rixminermndialau titre 
du critsre III, cmm offrant un t&k- 
gnage unique sur une civilisation dis- 
P-* 

tirmny to a civilization which has di- 
sappeared. 


