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Executive Summary 
 

This information, to be provided by the State Party, will be updated by the Secretariat 
following the decision by the World Heritage Committee.  It will then be returned to the State 
Party confirming the basis on which the property is inscribed on the World Heritage List. 
 

 
State Party 
 

Kingdom of Lesotho 

State, Province or Region 
 

Kingdom of Lesotho,  Qacha’s Nek 

Name of Property 
 

Sehlabathebe National Park (SNP) 

Geographical coordinates to the 
nearest second 
 

S29º 8695.1",  E 29º 1159.3" 

Textual description of the 
boundary(ies) of the nominated 
property 
 
 

The Sehlabathebe National Park is an inland mountain range 
that links the Kingdom of Lesotho and the Republic of South 
Africa along a 300 km border on the Great Escarpment of 
southern Africa, which is part of the Drakensberg Mountains.  
 
The area lies between lat. 30˚00'00" S. and 29˚50'00" S and 
longitude 29˚00'00" E and 29˚10'00" E, and is approximately 25 
square miles in extent, overlooking East Griqualand and Natal. 
Standing at the boundary beacon of Thule on the watershed, the 
boundary runs along the international boundary and fence north 
and east to the watershed beacon and thence north to the natural 
lakes, passing through the largest of these, and thence- thence 
westerly north and west to Ngoangoana Gate at the Bushman’s 
Neck pass- thence westerly along the international boundary to 
where it is joined by a path one mile south of Thaba Ntšo which 
is also approximately the 8,500ft contour at the foot of the cliff. 
From here, the boundary follows the path and contour south and 
west to the saddle one mile E.N.E. of the old Kubutsane police 
post and thence north and west along the footpath at the base of 
the cliff until it reaches the small stream along which the new 
road runs and thence down the west bank of the stream and 
along the east side of the road to Sehlabathebe Store, passing to 
the east of the store and village to the ridge above the store and 
thence along this ridge tot the saddle near Mpharane, and 
thence east and south along the ridge, crossing the Tsoelikane 
immediately below the confluence of its major tributaries and 
then south along the ridge to Thule mountain and continuing to 
where the ridge meets the border fence and then east along 
international boundary and watershed to the start at Thule 
beacon. 
 

A4 (or "letter") size map of the 
nominated property, showing 

 
Attached 
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boundaries and buffer zone (if 
present) 
 
Criteria under which property is 
nominated (itemize criteria)  
(see Paragraph 77 of the Operational 
Guidelines) 
 
 

Cultural (i) , (iii) and Natural(vii), (x) 

Draft Statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value (text should clarify 
what is considered to be the 
Outstanding Universal Value 
embodied by the nominated property, 
approximately 1-2 page format)  

According to the paragraph 155, the Statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value should be composed of: 
 

a) Brief synthesis 
 
The Sehlabathebe National Park, which forms part of the 
Maloti–Drakensberg Mountains, is an inland mountain 
range that links the Kingdom of Lesotho and the Republic 
of South Africa along a 300km border on the Great 
Escarpment of southern Africa. This high altitude 
mountain range is characterised by extreme weather 
conditions and hosts distinctive yet fragile mountain 
grasslands and pristine wetland ecosystems, including 
associated cultural values mainly characterised rock art 
and Stone Age sites. The SNP, a total of 6500ha, is 
located on the remote eastern escarpment edge of the 
Maloti–Drakensberg mountain range which forms the 
transition between the Afro-montane and Afro-Alpine 
Grassland Zones resulting in high level of diversity and 
endemism. SNP is thus located at the interface of the 
lower lying sedimentary and overlying igneous 
sequences. Tectonic block faulting lifted the SNP region 
relative to the rest of the Drakensberg escarpment, 
leading to a unique outcrop of the Clarens Sandstone 
formation. Subsequent weathering of Clarens Sandstone 
led to the formation of distinct caves, pillars, cliffs and 
arches resulting in spectacular mountain landscape 
scenery and a sense of wild remoteness, which influenced 
human habitation that has remarkably characterised the 
area. A concentration of San rock paintings representative 
of the southern style of Maloti Drakensberg rock art 
contribute to the high density of such sites in the 
uKhahlamba/Drakensberg Park World Heritage Site. It is 
this combination of natural and cultural values etched in 
the Clarens formation of SNP that undoubtedly contribute 
to the complete understanding of the Maloti-Drakensberg 
Area.  
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b) Justification for Criteria  
 
SNP is proposed for nomination as an extension to UDP 
WHS as a mixed property with both natural and cultural 
values that in total illustrate the outstanding universal 
value of the area. SNP is a designated protected area in 
Lesotho, adjacent to the southernmost boundary of the 
uKhahlamba-Drakensberg World Heritage Site in the 
neighbouring South Africa. UDP WHS and SNP are 
located on the watershed of two of Southern Africa’s 
largest drainage basins. Rivers in the UDP WHS flow 
eastwards into the Indian Ocean, while rivers in SNP flow 
westwards to the Atlantic Coast of South Africa and 
Namibia. The two Parks share a 12 km border along an 
international boundary thereby enabling creation of a 
buffer zone across an international boundary in the 
context of a declared Transfrontier Park.  
 
SNP’s outstanding universal value is derived from its 
intertwined natural and cultural features. The Southern 
African escarpment, of which SNP is part of, was formed 
by a major geologic event in the Earth’s history when the 
Gondwana super-continent broke apart, due to tectonic 
movement that isolated Africa from South America, and 
marked the genesis of the Atlantic Ocean resulting with 
the massive lava coverage of the whole of the Southern 
Africa. The relics of this important earth’s historical event 
form a spectacular array of outstanding natural scenic 
beauty that forms part of SNP.  
 
The uplift and subsequent erosion of the Drakensberg 
escarpment to a present average height of 2,450 m, has 
created an Afro-Alpine environment with associated 
alpine-tundra vegetation (20% of which is found in the 
SNP), spongy wetlands and tarns that support a host of 
endemic high altitude plants and small mammals such as 
the ice rat. Perennial rivers in the SNP contain the only 
legally protected area of the highly endangered and 
endemic Maluti minnow (Pseudobarbus quathlambae) 
and the SNP Aponogeton ranunculiflorus.  The high 
altitude environment also provides refuge for some relic 
palaeo-genic taxa including insects with aquatic larvae. 
High cliffs in the park are ideal nesting places for the 
endangered Cape Vulture (Gyps coprotheres) and the 
bearded vulture (Gypaetus barbatus). 
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Just like in the UKhahlamba-Drakensberg World Heritage 
Site, SNP has a record of human habituating spanning 
tens of thousands of years, There are Stone Age sites, 
characterised by a surface scatter of stone tools, and 65 
rock art sites located in the Clarens Formation of SNP. 
These sites are attributed to the San hunter-gatherers as 
living and abandoned sites with panoramic, painted 
panels on the walls. The images include eland, rhebuck 
and people (mainly men). They are typical of the 
paintings in the Drakensberg range and were part of the 
belief system of the San. Other cultural heritage sites 
include the remains of historical cattle posts and some 
households dating to the historical period of the area, 
including the arrival of colonialists. 
 
The governments of Lesotho and South Africa have 
declared the SNP and UDP WHS as the Maloti-
Drakensberg Transfrontier Park, thereby providing a 
transboundary framework for managing the proposed 
property. The proposed extension will ensure 
conservation of both the exceptional natural and 
associated cultural values.  
 

c) Statement of Integrity (for all properties) 
 
SNP has been protected since 1970 as a wildlife sanctuary 
and a national park, and gazetted in 2001 to enhance 
protection of the biodiversity and scenic qualities of the 
property. This area, if added to the UDP World Heritage 
Site would be sufficient to protect the biodiversity and 
cultural values of the area. The SNP, just like the UDP 
World Heritage Site, has been insignificantly disrupted by 
external agents and it still contains an original full array 
of wild plants and animals. Low populations densities of 
species (e.g. antelopes) are a result of natural ecological 
processes that control population dynamics of both plants 
and animals, and not due to anthropogenic causes. 
Grassland communities still cover their original extent 
and they still support a diverse assemblage of herbs, forbs 
and orchid associated with the grasses. The pristine state 
of SNP is also evidenced by a system of alpine wetlands 
and extensive spongy areas as well as perennial rivers and 
streams that occur throughout the SNP and supply clean 
water to Lesotho, South Africa and Namibia.  
 
Though the Rainbow trout Oncorhynchus mykiss and 
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Brown trout Salmo trutta were introduced in the SNP 
years ago, the Tsoelikane Falls forms a natural barrier 
preventing their movement upstream, thereby 
safeguarding the P. quathlambae from predation as its 
current distribution is upstream the falls. The controlled 
fishing that takes in SNP is only confined to the Trout. 
 
From a cultural perspective, the size of SNP is adequate 
in protecting all the essential cultural sites that would 
illustrate the significance of the park in conjunction with 
the UKhahlamba World Heritage Site.  

 
d) Statement of authenticity for properties nominated 

under criteria (i) to (vi) 
 
SNP bears testimony of to an unblemished record of the 
San paintings tradition that once existed in Lesotho, and in 
most parts of Southern Africa. The rock art of SNP is in a 
good state of preservation and still displays the original 
colour, size and idiosyncratic subject matter. There are no 
traditions of re-touching the paintings at all which would 
compromise the authenticity of the sites. The fact that the 
SNP has been declared a park has ensured that the sites 
and the associated environs are adequately protected from 
anthropogenic factors. Major threats to the rock art of SNP 
are mainly due to the on-going natural processes that have 
contributed to the creation of rock shelters in the first 
place.   

 
e) Requirements for protection and management  

 
SNP was established in 1970 and it is currently protected 
under the National Parks Act of 1975, the Land Act of 
2010 and the Environment Act 2008 as framework 
legislation on environmental protection. On the other hand 
the Historical Monuments, relics, fauna and flora Act No. 
41 of 1967 provides for the preservation and protection of 
all engravings and paintings on stone commonly known as 
the San paintings that are found in SNP. Furthermore, the 
park management plan was developed as a guiding tool 
for conservation management and development within the 
Park. 
 
SNP is also managed as a Transfrontier Park with UDP 
WHS through a memorandum of understanding between 
the two state parties (Lesotho and the Republic of South 
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Africa).  A five year Joint Management plan (2008 - 2012) 
for the Transfrontier Park has been developed to guide all 
joint management issues of the area. A Joint Management 
Committee made up of representatives from management 
agencies of the two Parks oversees implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of the plan.  

 
 

Name and contact information of 
official local institution/agency 
 

 
Organization:  Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Culture 
Address: 1.  Mr. Stanley M. Damane   
       Department of Environment     

  P 0 Box 10993 
  Maseru 100 
   Lesotho 

Tel:  +266 22311767 
Fax:  +266 22311139 
E-mail: stanleydamane@hotmail.com 
 
Address: 2.  Mrs. Matsosane E. Molibeli 

 Department of Culture 
7th Floor, Post Office Building, Kingsway  
P O Box 1125 
Maseru 100 
Lesotho 

Tel: +266 22321429 
Fax: +266 22310194 
Email: mmolibeli@yahoo.com 
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1.  IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROPERTY 
 

 

 

1. a Country:   Kingdom of Lesotho 
 

 

1. b District:  Qacha’s Nek  
 

 

1. c Name of property:  Sehlabathebe National Park 

 

 

1. d Geographical coordinates: S 29 8695.1” E 29 1159.3” 
 

1. e Maps and plans of the area proposed for inscription 

 

Included with this submission are maps showing the:  

 

- topography of SNP  

- location of SNP in Lesotho and in relation to UKhahlamba / Drakensberg 

Park in South Africa 

- the boundaries of the proposed property SNP, the core area and buffer zone in 

relation to the UDP WHS in South Africa 

- Land Use Map  of SNP 

- vegetation of SNP 

- Map showing the Outstanding Universal Values (heritage resources) within 

SNP  

 

1. f Area of nominated property and proposed buffer zone 

 

 

Area of nominated property (SNP):      6 500 ha  

 

Area of buffer zone (Khomo-Phatsoa Community Council): 46 630 ha 

 

Total:        53 130 ha   
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Figure1a. Map of Lesotho showing the proposed Property Sehlabathebe National Park SNP and the 

UKhahlamba / Drakensberg Park World Heritage Site. 

 

 
 
Figure 1b. Map showing the Proposed Property of SNP and the UDP World Heritage Site 
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Figure 1c: Map showing more details about Lesotho and Proposed Property SNP 

 

 
 
Figure 2: Map showing the SNP Core area and Buffer zone 
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Figure 3: Topographic map of SNP 
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Figure 4: Map showing the values of the SNP that illustrate the Outstanding Universal Value 

 

 

 
 

 
Figure 5(a): Satellite image of the Sehlabathebe National SNP 
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Figure 5 (b):  Land Use Map of the Sehlabathebe National SNP 
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2.  DESCRIPTION 

 

2.a Description of Property 

 

The Maloti Drakensberg is an inland mountain range that links the Kingdom of 

Lesotho and the Republic of South Africa along a 300km border on the Great 

Escarpment of southern Africa. This mountain range hosts distinctive yet fragile 

mountain grasslands and wetland ecosystems. It is on the remote eastern escarpment 

edge of this scenic mountain range that the 6500ha Sehlabathebe National (SNP) is 

located. The SNP has the following exceptional features: 

 

 Distinct and spectacular mountain landscape scenery and a sense of wild 

remoteness. 

 

 Presence of several endemic plant species (figure 8) and the only protected 

area providing refuge to the highly endangered Maloti Minnow. 

 A concentration of San rock paintings representative of the southern style of 

Maloti Drakensberg rock art. These sites contribute to the high density of such 

sites in the uKhahlamba/Drakensberg Park World Heritage Site. Importantly 

these paintings record the arrival of the Bantu and White settlers to this 

southern African region. 

 Functional and pristine wetland(figure 7)  

 

                        
     Figure 6: Tarns home to A. ranunculiflorus  
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                  Figure 7: Tsoelikane River home to P.quathlambae 

 

 

2. a.i Significant physical features of the property  

 

Climate 

 

SNP experiences cool, wet summers extending from October to April. In 

summer, most of the precipitation comes in the form of rain or hail and it falls 

down as heavy afternoon thunderstorms. During this season, mist is a common 

phenomenon of the SNPSNP. Mist and rain fill the ponds, seeps, springs, 

streams and bogs, making the grassland an ideal host of daisies, orchids, lilies 

and everlastings. Winter months are from May to September. This period is 

cold and dry with mean temperature below freezing point and as a result, frost 

occurs anytime. Winter precipitation comes in the form of snow, mostly in 

June and July and can pile up to 50 cm or more. On average snow falls eight 

times a year and may remain for several weeks to a few months in shadow-

sites. This serves as an important source of moisture during the dry winter 

period. Average monthly rainfall ranges from 11.5mm (June) to 137.3mm 

(January). However, monthly rainfall can go as high as 307.3mm and daily 

rainfall can reach 118.2mm. Average monthly maximum temperatures are 

between 11.4°C (July) and 20.7 (January). Monthly maximum temperatures 

can reach 24.5°C and daily maximum temperatures can rise to 29.9°C. 

Average monthly minimum temperatures range from -2.6°C to 8.0°C but can 

also drop to -5.8°C. Daily minimum temperatures can drop as low as -19.1°C. 

 

 

 Geological formations 

 

SNP is situated on the topographically rugged eastern escarpment of the 

Drakensberg, where very deep river valleys cut into the relatively young African 

Surface of the Lesotho Plateau at an average height of 2 450m above sea level. 

The undulating topography of the SNP itself is the result of a unique upliftment of 
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this part of the Drakensberg. Nearly all the ridges in the SNP were formed as a 

result of the relative resistance to weathering of the numerous dolerite dykes. The 

young topography results in steep valley sides of the Tsoelikane River, where 

valley floors are filled with alluvial material brought down from higher elevated 

areas. 

 

Importantly, SNP is located at the interface of the lower lying sedimentary and 

overlying igneous sequences and due to prominent tectonic block faulting, the 

SNP region was uplifted relative to the rest of the Drakensberg escarpment, 

leading to a unique outcrop of the Clarens Sandstone formation. Periglacial 

weathering during the last Ice Age, led to the distinct formation of caves, pillars, 

cliffs and arches in the outcrop regions of the Clarens sandstone.  These features 

are not well represented in the UDP WHS. The geology of the SNP comprises the 

lower lying, late Triassic (215-195 million years) Elliot Formation (red mudstone 

and siltstone), overlain by late Triassic to early Jurassic (195 – 183 million years) 

Clarens Formation (cream coloured sandstone) and Jurassic (183-135 million 

years) Lesotho Formation (basaltic lava, referred to as the Drakensberg Formation 

in South Africa). Several prominent dolerite dykes cut the sedimentary sequence 

in the SNP. Small localized patches of Tertiary (thousands of years) Masotcheni 

Formation material is present. The slowing down of tectonic activity in the Cape 

Fold Belt led to a depletion of water available to the dinosaurs that roamed this 

part of Gondwanaland. This has resulted in the death and eventual fossilization of 

several well-known dinosaurs and other reptile species in the Elliot and Clarens 

Formations. 

 

 

 

Figure 1: The typical topographical expression of each unit in the geological succession in the 

Maloti Drakensberg (Grab, S., 2004. Pickles, J. 1985) 
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 Geomorphology of the SNP 

 

The geomorphic history of the Great Escarpment, which includes the Drakensberg 

Escarpment component as well as the SNP, is intimately linked to that of the 

southern African subcontinent and the fragmentation of Gondwanaland the history of 

which has been traced back to a series of major evolutionary stages. 

  

* Gondwanaland 

Within the Gondwanaland super continent, Africa had a central position prior 

to the separation into the various southern continents at the end of the Jurassic 

period (Dingle et al., 1983). The distribution of Karoo remnants indicates that 

rocks of the Karoo sequence covered almost all of southern Africa (with the 

exception of the Cape Fold Mountains) at this time. These rocks, with their 

flat arrangement of sequences (tabular disposition) exerted an important 

structural influence on subsequent landscape development as they are 

relatively susceptible to erosion. Examination of the Kimberlite pipes at 

Letseng La Terai in the Lesotho Highlands (Hawthorne, 1975) indicates that 

some 300m of the Drakensberg formation lavas have been eroded since their 

emplacement some 87 million years  ago (Davies et al., 1977). Relative to 

present sea level, Partridge and Maud (1987) calculate the absolute prerifting 

surface elevation would have been at about 2350 m at Letseng, and to the 

west, elevations were lower. These derived surface elevations indicate that 

drainage was predominantly to the west prior to the rifting of Gondwanaland.   

The features of the Gondwana surface therefore considered by Partridge and 

Maud (1987) to be important for the later geomorphic evolution of southern 

Africa, including the Drakensberg escarpment, are: 

 the high initial elevation of the continent 
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 the overall westward trend of the drainage, 

 the presence of tabular Karoo rocks beneath most of the land surface, 

 the existence of the Cape Fold Mountains. 

 

* Creation of the Great Escarpment and erosion of the African surface 

Large-scale down warping of the continental margin along the east coast had 

preceded rifting. Within the adjacent interior major updoming, generally 

parallelling the continental margin, also preceded rifting and continental 

separation. These events led to the creation of the single most important 

geomorphic feature of the subcontinent, that is, the Great Escarpment which 

separates the elevated interior from the coastal margins. The newly established 

oceanic base levels produced an erosional face which would have receded 

away from the coast following the establishment and growth of an effective 

drainage system. The present Great Escarpment, which now lies more than 200 

km inland of the original continental margin in some areas, is a perpetuation of 

this early rift-generated feature.  

 

Erosion proceeded simultaneously both above and below the Great Escarpment 

and at different levels. In the coastal areas this erosion was controlled by the 

oceanic base level, but in the interior plateau the operating base level was that 

of the major river systems (e.g. Senqu -Orange). This landscape erosion cycle, 

called the African Cycle by Partridge and Maud (1987), was of long duration 

(more than 100 Ma) and was an episode during which landscape development 

proceeded under the influence of erosion and occurred mainly during the 

period immediately following rifting. By the mid-Cretaceous the Natal 

Drakensberg Escarpment had receded some 100 km from the coast, and 

towards the end of the Cretaceous this distance had increased to approximately 

120 km. Enormous thicknesses of material had been removed over the 

interior.. At the end of the African cycle, elevations in the interior were of the 

order of 500-700 m above sea level. Nevertheless there were some extensive 

areas such as the Lesotho Highlands that stood above the African surface that 

had not succumbed to planation. 

 

* Miocene uplift 

Uplift of the subcontinent about 18 Ma during the Miocene brought to an end 

the African erosion cycle and its resultant major episode of landscape 

evolution. Here vertical movements ranged from about 300 m in Swaziland to 

about 200 m in the Eastern Cape, South Africa. Also, eastern marginal areas 

were flexed gently outwards with the zone of zero movement occurring near 

the present coastline. The geomorphic manifestation was therefore a slight 

westward tilting of the African surface with limited coastal monoclinal 

warping. 

 

The Post-African I surface 

 

The Miocene uplift caused a rejuvenation in landscape formation processes 

both in the interior and coastal areas and thus the Post-African I erosion cycle 

was initiated (Partridge and Maud, 1987). This erosion cycle was of relatively 

short duration (15-16 Ma) and back-wearing of the Great Escarpment was 
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limited by comparison with its recession in Cretaceous times.  

 

* Pliocene uplift 

The Pliocene movement of about 2.5 Ma was of much greater amplitude in 

most areas than the earlier Miocene uplift, and given the deformation of the 

Post-African I surface which took place, the uplift was concentrated along 

virtually the same axes as before. The present face of the southern African 

subcontinent therefore probably owes more to this late Tertiary disturbance 

than to any previous tectonic event since the fragmentation of Gondwanaland 

(Partridge and Maud, 1987). Uplift was concentrated in the eastern part of the 

subcontinent and varied from 600 to 900 m thus greatly accentuated the 

westward tilt that had been initiated by the earlier Miocene movement. This 

asymmetry in the landscape resulted in the significant rejuvenation of erosion 

processes along the major inland drainage lines, and resulted in the progressive 

and major head-ward incision of the Great Escarpment, and particularly its 

eastern part. Relatively modest incision occurred in the interior plateau giving 

rise to the sharply contrasting topography and river drainage system occurring 

in the Lesotho region of the Maloti Drakensberg highland area.  

         

2. a. ii Significant Biological features of the property  

 

 Bio-geographic importance of the region 

 

The geographic importance of Sehlabathebe within the conservation area of the 

Maluti Drakensberg is very important. The  proposed property will  add to the  

UKhahlamba/ Drankensberg Park World Heritage Site (UDPWHS) , an  

elevated western dimension of land  which is a host  to  fauna and floral 

species  of  scientific  and global  importance,  classified as  rare and endemic 

to  SNP. The SNP’s wetlands gives rise to perennial rivers, Tsoelikane River, 

which is home to an endangered and endemic   Maluti Minnow.The river 

system, adds some dynamism to the region, with their drainage   system that 

flows westwards to the Atlantic Ocean as opposed to the UDP WHS Rivers 

that flow eastwards draining into the Indian Ocean.  They tarn also hosts an 

endemic plant called Aponogeton ranuncululiflorus. The peculiar shaped 

volcanic rocks on high cliffs are ideal places for nests of the endangered Cape 

Vulture (Gyps coprotheres) and the bearded vulture (Gypaetus 

barbatus),species which are also classified as  globally  endangered  

species.The SNP although small by proportions, hosts more than 20% of the 

plant species in the whole of the Maloti Drakensberg area. Perennial rivers in 

the SNP contain the only legally protected area of the highly endangered and 

endemic Maloti minnow (Pseudobarbus quathlambae) and the SNP 

Aponogeton ranunculiflorus.   

  

 Vegetation  

 

The Maloti Drakensberg region has been identified as a key hotspot of plant 

diversity in Southern Africa as it hosts a wide variety of plant species many of 

which are found nowhere else in the world. 2520 angiosperms occur in the 

Drakensberg Alpine Centre. Of these, 334 species are endemic (representing 
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41 families and 119 genera) with a further 594 near-endemic species 

representing 56 families and 188 genera. 13 % of the global plant species occur 

only in these mountains and no where else and 11% of these endemic and near 

endemic species are currently listed as red data species.    

 

The vegetation of the region is classified into different plant communities. The 

difference in the plant community types and associations within the region is 

largely influenced by the effects of aspect, altitude and climate. The majority 

of Lesotho falls within the grassland biome, within which there are three 

vegetation zones .The Highland Grassland Zone, which corresponds to the 

lower laying areas of Lesotho extends up to 1800 metres, The Afromontane 

Grassland Zone is situated at altitudes extending from 1800 to 2500 metres. 

Much of the Afroalpine grassland zone is situated at altitudes above 2500 

metres and it is located at the escarpment summit near Lesotho’s eastern 

border, resulting in poor representation of this zone in the UDP WHS. This 

highest zone is characterised by severe climatic conditions ranging from strong 

winds, heat in summer, and snow and ice in winter, and only the hardiest of 

plants can thrive. This zone hosts a variety of high altitude mountain species 

that occur nowhere-else in the world.    

 

SNP is one of the key areas in the MDTP area. It is situated on the junction of 

the Afro-montane and Afro-Alpine Grassland Zones. The lower to mid-altitude 

is dominated by tropical grasses such as Themeda triandra, and the temperate 

grasses e.g. Festuca spp which prefer cooler and wetter conditions are limited 

to higher altitudes. As per figure 4, the twelve typical grassland vegetation 

types for the SNP are as follows: 

 

 Chrysocoma tenuifolia and Chrysocoma penducularis 

 Merxmuellera drakensbergensis communities 

 Merxmuellera macowanii, Festuca caprina communities 

 Other Aristida sp dominated communities 

 Other Eragrostis sp dominated communities 

 Other Festuca caprina dominated communities 

 Themeda triandra, Aristida congesta communities (uplane) 

 Themeda triandra, Catalepis gracilis communities 

 Themeda triandra, Eragrostis capense communities 

 Themeda triandra, Festuca caprina communities (foothills) 

 Themeda triandra, Helictotrichon longifolius communities  

 Themeda triandra, Pennisetum thunbergii communities  

Looking from a distance, the wide expanses of red open grassland of Themeda 

triandra may appear homogeneous. However, a walk through the SNP offers 

an enormous variety of herbs, forbs and orchids associated with the grasses. 

The peaty ground and constant moisture provided by summer mist and regular 

thunderstorms and the protected area status of the SNP provide ideal growing 

conditions for the plants. Different plants come into flower throughout the 

spring and summer months resulting in a mosaic of colourful flowers   

Between September and November, the landscape offers a brilliant contrast of 

colours from orange or pink Watsonias, purple or pink Dieramas, yellow 

Moraea, white Lilies and deep blue Agapanthus. Between December and 
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January, glowing red-hot poker lines the marshy areas and in late summer the 

SNP is ablaze with a variety of flowering Orchids.  

 

A total of 515 plant species have been recorded for SNP (as per Schedule 1) and they 

represent 75 families and 242 genera. Of these, 59 species are endemic to SNP, and 

extension of the UDP WHS to include SNP would contribute a significant value to the 

UDP WHS endemism.  

 

Wetlands and their associated plant types are a significant feature of the SNP 

diversity. High altitude tarns peculiar to the SNP, are home to the Aponogeton 

ranunculiflorus which is found nowhere else in the world. Other dominating species 

are Illisanthes conferta, Limosella longiflora, Crassula inanis, Juncus oxycarpus and 

Oleocharis dregeana. Riparian marshes are dominated by species such as Themeda 

triandra, Fingerhuthia sesleriiformes, Festuca caprina, Koeleria capensis, Cineraria 

geifolia, Haplocarpha nervosa, Ranunculus meyerii, Trifolium burchellianum, Juncus 

exycarpus and Carpha fulifolia Inland freshwater drainage marshes are dominated by 

species such as Scirpus ficinioides, Merxmuellera macowanii and Gunnera perpensa. 

 

 
  Figure 8: SNP plant communities 
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   Birds 

 

A variety of micro-habitats in the SNP ranging from mountain streams, 

wetlands, steep grassy slopes, sandstone cliffs, basalt precipices and buttresses 

support a wide diversity of birds. Kopij (2002) recorded a total of 117 bird 

species has been recorded in Sehlabathebe National SNP (as per Schedule 2), 

consisting of 29 vagrants, 18 visitors and 70 breeding and probable breeding 

residents. The four most dominant species are represented by the Stonechat 

Saxicola torquata, Ayres’ Cisticola Cisticola ayresii, Yellow-rumped Widow 

Euplectes capensis and Wailing Cisticola Cisticola lais. Typical high-altitude 

species which are also endemic to the Maloti Drakensberg region include 

Drakensberg Siskin Pseudochloroptila symonsi, Mountain Pipit Anthus 

hoeschi, and Orange-breasted Rockjumper Chaetops auriantius. Outside the 

SNP dominants are represented by Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis, Cape 

Sparrow Passer melanurus, and Cape Canary Serinus canicollis. SNP is a 

nesting site to the globally endangered bird species, Bearded vulture Gypaetus 

barbatus and a foraging site for the Cape vulture Gyps coprotheres. Scientists 

have predicted that the critically endangered Bearded vultures will become 

extinct in the next 50 years unless drastic conservation measures are taken to 

ensure its survival. The proposed extension of the UDP WHS to include SNP 

will add value to the conservation of these species.   

 

  Herpertofauna 

  

The high altitude areas of the Maloti Drakensberg including the SNP is 

considered to be one of the eight major centres of reptile diversity in Southern 

Africa and it hosts a rich diversity of reptiles with both local and regional 

endemics. The wide range of habitat types across the steep altitudinal gradient 

has resulted in a diversity of species. Lehana (1999) undertook a survey and 

research on bio-diversity of Lesotho in general inclusive of the Qacha’s nek 

area where SNP is located. He observed that in Qacha’s Nek area there are 

some vernomous snakes such as Cape Cobra (Naja Ninea), Spitting Cobra, and 

others which are not regarded poisonous.  According to records of African 

Safari, Guide/Wildlife, it is recorded that Lesotho is home to many species of 

snakes including the tiny and very rare Berg Adder, which is a near-endermic 

to Lesotho. According to Nkhooa (personal communication) who is a snake 

enthusiast and has established a Snake SNP in the Qacha’s nek town with 

funding by the German Development Foundation, (DED) has confirmed that 

there is a rich diversity of snakes mainly in the SNP area due to its 

conservation status. No comprehensive survey of herpetofauna of SNP has 

been undertaken, and little is known of reptiles and amphibians of the SNP. 

However, due to the extensive nature and high quality of the SNP aquatic 

habitats would favour healthy populations of those amphibian species adapted 

to high altitude and cold winters.  

 

A current list shows that species diversity represent 9 families and 31 species 

(as per schedule 3).  The snake family Colubridae is the most represented in 

the SNP and it includes species such as Psammophis crucifer and 

Philothamnus hoplogaster. 
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  Mammals 

 

SNP has a representative of eight families of mammals and a total of 41 

species (as per schedule 4). The high altitude, relatively uniform topography, 

paucity of woody plants and predominantly cold conditions in the SNP are 

some of the environmental factors influencing species richness. Mammal 

species that survive in the SNP are adapted to these conditions. The SNP 

contains seven species which are included in the South African Red data Book. 

The African wild cat Felis lybica; Oribi Ourebia ourebi and Whitetailed rat 

Mystromys albicaudatus are listed as vulnerable.  The Striped weasel 

Poecilogale albinucha is listed as rare. The Sclater’s golden mole Chlorotalpa 

sclateri; Lesueur’s wing-gland bat and Winton’s longeared bat Laephotis 

wintoni are listed as Indeterminate. Whitetailed rat Mystromys albicaudatus 

and Sclater’s golden mole Chlorotalpa sclateri have been frequently recorded 

in Lesotho and the country may be regarded as a stronghold for the former. 

The SNP hosts some of the mammal species which are endemic to Southern 

Africa. These include the Grey rhebok Pelea capreolus and the ubiquitous (in 

the SNP at least) Ice rat Otomys sloggetti. The inclusion of the mammal 

component of the SNP to the UDP WHS will thus increase the populations of 

species mainly those that are adapted to high altitudes. 

 

 

 Fish 

 

Two families of fish species are represented in the SNP (as per Schedule 5). 

Maloti minnow Psuedobarbus (Oreodaimon) quathlambae is the only true 

endemic fish in the SNP.  This relic species is considerably different, both in 

morphology and behavioural characters, from other species of Pseudobarbus. 

The species is therefore regarded as important component of the biodiversity. 

SNP is currently the only officially protected area in the country where the P. 

quathlambae do occur. An old record for Psuedobarbus quathlambae exists in 

UDP WHS. However, validity of this record is debatable as there has not been 

any subsequent record in the UDP WHS despite several searches. The crystal 

clear waters of the Tsoelikane River and a range of habitats from rocks, 

boulders, undercut and bedrock are ideal for the species to thrive. P. 

quathlambae is regarded as critically endangered. The proposed extension of 

the UDP WHS to the SNP will add to the diversity of fish species as P. 

quathlambae is regarded as extinct in the UDP WHS 

 

Rainbow trout Oncorhynchus mykiss and Brown trout Salmo trutta have been 

introduced in the SNP. Although predation by both species could threaten the 

P. quathlambae, the Tsoelikane Falls forms a natural barrier preventing their 

movement upstream, thereby safeguarding P. quathlambae from predation as 

its current distribution is upstream the Tsoelikana falls.  
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2. a. iii.  Significant Cultural Heritage features of the property  

 

 San rock art  

 

SNP falls within the Maluti Drakensberg area on the western side of the 

escarpment, sharing a twelve (12) kilometer border with UDP WHS 

southern tip on Lesotho’s side. The San people lived in the south 

eastern parts of Lesotho from about 20 000 years ago to the late 

nineteenth century (Prins 2009). From historical records the San 

communities have been assimilated by Sotho, Xhosa, and Zulu-

speaking communities. The linguistic legacy of these groups bear 

testimony to this fact with a lot of clicks originating from the San 

language. 

 

 Within a limited area of 6500ha, there are sixty-five (65) rock art sites, 

recorded through a comprehensive study during the Analysis of the 

Rock Art in Lesotho (ARAL) Project as per schedule 6. Documentation 

of this study is deposited at Natal Museum and the Rock Art Research 

Institute, at the University of the Witwatersrand in RSA. Paintings are 

found in a diverse range of sites from relatively large rock shelters 

containing several images, to small rock overhangs with only a few 

paintings. Some paintings occur on smaller rock surfaces which have 

fallen from the major painted rock surface. The selection of the specific 

rock shelters by the San artists seems to have been very intentional. 

 

The rock art of Sehlabathebe is representative of the rock art found in 

the larger Drakensberg area. It depicts the culture of the San, which 

was basically that of hunter-gathers. The paintings are also reflective of 

several subjects such as hunting, dancing and other mystical 

performances.  Pigments used on paintings are also varied, from dark 

red, brown, and white and yellow, applied in a variety of ways; single 

color painting to a combination of colours, used to create effects that 

enhances the art. Some rock art sites have a combination of humans 

and animals, but others are either humans or animal scenes alone. The 

eland is mostly dominant in animal scenes, but other animals are also 

featured. The rock art in the SNP demonstrates a diversity of skills 

applied. There is a variety of paintings from miniature art to larger 

prints.     

   

According to Mazel (2007) the age of individual images can be 

determined only if organic ingredients have been used in the paint, and 

as the dating method is destructive and expensive, few samples have 

been taken.  If painted rock or fragments of paint have fallen onto the 

floor of a shelter and have been incorporated into the deposit, organic 

remains, typically charcoal, can be dated to give a rough estimate of the 

time when the paint or rock was detached from the cave wall.  Using 

these techniques, the oldest dated painting on a rock shelter wall in the 

Maloti Drakensberg is about 4000 years old. At the other end of the 
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time scale the age of the more recently painted images can be more 

readily established. Historical records and the subject matter of some of 

the art show that many San paintings, including a significant number in 

SNP, were created up to the early nineteenth century. The most recent 

San paintings were made around 1920 in the southern Maloti 

Drakensberg (Blundell 2005; Prins 2009).  

  

Additional values that will be  brought by  the  proposed nomination of 

the SNP, will be  a  high level of  concentration of rock art sites, which 

has not been  noted  on the escarpment,  (L.G.A Smits, (1983). The art 

of the SNP, in particular, is regarded as an excellent sample of the more 

southern expression of the Maloti Drakensberg rock art.  In contrast to 

most areas of Lesotho, where the remaining art is highly threatened, the 

sites in SNP are well protected and in a good state of preservation. In 

addition, the southern Maloti Drakensberg area including greater SNP 

region was the last area in the African subcontinent where San hunter-

gatherers still practised the fine line painting tradition. The diversity of 

subject matter as reflected from the paintings,  complements  that of  

the greater Drakensberg  region as it also depicts scenes of the early  

nineteenth when the San interacted with the  Bantu  people, as 

evidenced by  domestic animals  scenes, (Vinnicombe  1976)  Figure 5.   

 

    

 
Figure 8: Examples of San paintings found at SNP (photo courtesy of Smits L.G. (1983) 
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Figure 9: Example of San paintings found at SNP (photo courtesy of Smits L.G. (1983) 

    

 

 

2.b History and Development 

 

2. b. i  History of SNP 

 

SNP was established in 1970 as a “Wild Life Sanctuary and National Park” 

according to the provisions of the Game Preservation Proclamation No. 33 of 

1951, now the National Parks Act of 1975. SNP was also gazetted as a 

Selected Development Area in 2001 under the Land Act of 1979. 

 

The San were the first inhabitants of the Maloti Drakensberg region since the 

Late Stone Age.  They lived in this area for more than 8000 years until the 

nineteenth century. However, Mazel (1982) and Wadley (1994) findings 

extends the period of San habitation to 20 000 years ago and more. They were 

hunter-gatherers and rock shelters with their paintings bear witness to their 

historical existence in SNP. Human occupation in this mountainous area 

extends from the Early, Middle and Late Stone Ages, and the Late Iron Age, 

that is, over the last million years. In the SNP there are remains of human 

habitation such as household remains and cattle kraals. Although there were 

different impacts, natural resources continued to be managed in a sustainable 

way. According to Wright (1971), the population of people inside SNP has 

probably never been more than a hundred, and therefore they had only minor 

impacts on the vegetation and wildlife of the area. The current inhabitants of 
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Sehlabathebe are the descendants of Bantu speaking cattle herders. With the 

advent of white settler-farmers in the early nineteenth century, some of the San 

paintings depicted the arrival and activities of these white settlers.  
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3. JUSTIFICATION FOR INSCRIPTION 

 

 

The justification for including the  SNP in the World Heritage List as an extension to 

UDP WHS  is presented as a mixed property that is, as  a Natural Property and a 

Cultural Property. 

 

Sehlabathebe National SNP is a designated protected area in Lesotho, adjacent to the 

southernmost boundary of the uKhahlamba-Drakensberg World Heritage Site in the 

neighbouring South Africa. The two SNPs share a 12 km border along an international 

boundary thereby enabling creation of a buffer zone across an international boundary. 

The governments of Lesotho and the Republic of South Africa have collaborated and 

declared the SNPs as a Transfrontier Park. The SNP is proposed for nomination as a 

Transfrontier World Heritage Site. UDP WHS and SNP form a watershed for two of 

Southern Africa’s largest drainage basins. Whereas rivers in the UDP WHS flow 

eastwards into the Indian Ocean, rivers in SNP flow westwards to the Atlantic Coast 

of South Africa and Namibia. The proposed extension will ensure conservation of the 

watershed of this important water supply area under the world heritage status, 

including the associated heritage values. 

 

3.a Criteria under which inscription is proposed (and justification for 

inscription under this criteria 
 

It is proposed that SNP is listed as a mixed site as it satisfies the criteria for 

both Cultural Property [criteria (i), and (iii)] and Natural Property [criteria (vii) 

and (x)]. 

 

Criterion (i) 

uKhahlamba/Drakensberg Park World Heritage Site has one of the largest and 

most concentrated group of rock paintings in Africa\, south of the Sahara, of 

which the rock art of SNP is part of. The Rock Art is outstanding both in 

quality and diversity of subject. Nomination of SNP as an extension of the 

UDP WHS will add 65 more rock art sites concentrated in an area of 6,500 ha. 

In particular, the Rock Art of SNP illustrates a high level of concentration of 

such  sites, which has not been noted on the escarpment. The San rock art at 

SNP is an excellent representation of the southern style of this tradition that is 

not well represented in the adjacent UDP WHS. 

 

Criterion (iii)  

The San people of SNP, just like in the uKhahlamba/Drakensberg area, lived in 

this inland mountainous area for more than four millennia, leaving behind 

them a corpus of outstanding rock art which throws much light on their way of 

life and their beliefs. Unlike the northern expression of rock art found in the 

UDP WHS, the rock art in SNP portrays a more southern expression that must 

have continued until 200 years ago as it contains more recent period elements 

such as domesticated animals and colonial scenes. In addition, the rock art in 

SNP contain more depictions relating to overt ritual activity and less 
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hallucinatory imagery. The rock art provides a most recent history of a unique 

and coherent tradition that embodies the beliefs and cosmology of people 

whose cultural tradition is now extinct in the region. Extension of the UDP 

WHS to include SNP will therefore add more value and insight into the 

cultural tradition that is now extinct.  

 

Criterion (vii) 

   

The formation of the great escarpment of Southern Africa subcontinent, which 

includes the Drakensberg escarpment component, is a result of the geomorphic 

history of the subcontinent and is linked to the fragmentation of the Gondwana 

subcontinent. The great escarpment reaches its greatest and most spectacular 

expression in the Maloti Drakensberg within which UDP WHS and SNP are 

located, with a display of landscapes and features of exceptional beauty. An 

uplifting of part of the Maloti Drakensberg due to prominent techtonic block 

faulting resulted in a unique outcrop of the Clarens sandstone formation area 

that is now called SNP being lifted relative to the rest of the Drakensberg 

escarpment. Subsequent periglacial weathering of the sandstone in SNP led to 

formation of rocks and rock outcrops that have been sculptured naturally into 

an amazing variety of forms and shapes including arches, caves, cliffs, pillars 

and rock pools. These lie within an area of extensive wetlands, tarns and a 

spectacular meandering river with the oxbows that flow through a rocky gorge 

to a picturesque waterfall.  

 

The physical beauty of SNP is complimented by the natural vegetation. In 

spring and summer the lush green grass is augmented by spectacles of 

colourful flowers. The picture is completed by a hazy view of this beauty in 

misty days. In winter and autumn colours change to the red grass pastures 

which are frequently covered by a thick blanket of snow. 

 

The splendour of Sehlabathebe National Park adds significantly to the 

superlative natural beauty and aesthetic importance of the UDP WHS.  

 

Criterion (x)  
 

SNP lies within the Drakensberg Alpine Region, a centre of plant diversity and 

endemism and is located on the high altitude summit plateaux. At lower 

altitudes steep slopes support eleven grassland types and some scrubland. 

Vegetation communities are diverse including the unique southern African 

alpine tundra such as, Erica - Helichrysum Heath. Within the UDP-WHS the 

area of alpine tundra is limited, however this important vegetation type (the 

only African Southern Hemisphere example) is extensive in SNP. The SNP 

therefore contributes significantly to the conservation of this rare vegetation 

type.  

 

The SNP range of habitats support a variety of unique Afro-Alpine and sub-

Alpine plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fresh water fish. 

Approximately 30% of the SNP surface area forms a catchment that drains 

through a waterfall situated on the Tsoelikane River in the centre of the SNP. 
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The catchment comprises extensive wetland ecosystems with their full 

complement of high altitude plant species with many threatened, rare and 

endemic species which are internationally recognised. Three different types of 

wetlands occur in the SNP and they serve as a habitat for different species. 

Tarns provide a habitat for aquatic flora including the endemic Aponogeton 

ranunculiflorus, the sponges support a host of endemic high altitude plants and 

endemic small mammals such as the ice rat and the perennial rivers and 

streams are habitat to the endemic fish Pseudobarbus quathlambae.  These 

types of wetlands are habitats for endemic species that do not occur in the UDP 

WHS.  

 

SNP is home to more than 20% of the plant species recorded for the Maloti 

Drakensberg region. In addition the cliffs and rugged terrain within the SNP 

offer nesting sites and refuge for the endangered cape vultures and bearded 

vultures.  

 

3.b Proposed Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 

 

UDP WHS’s outstanding universal value is derived from its exceptional beauty 

due to its soaring basaltic buttresses, incisive dramatic cutbacks, and golden 

sandstone ramparts. Rolling high altitude grasslands, the pristine steep-sided 

river valleys and rocky gorges also contribute to the beauty of the site. The 

site’s diversity of habitats protects a high level of endemic and globally 

threatened species, especially birds and plants. This spectacular natural site 

also contains many caves and rock-shelters with the largest and most 

concentrated group of paintings in Africa south of the Sahara, made by the San 

people over a period of 4000 years found in the Maloti uKhahlamba hills. The 

rock paintings are outstanding in quality and diversity of subject and in their 

depiction of animals and human beings. They represent the spiritual life of the 

now extinct San people.  

 

SNP’s outstanding universal value is derived from its natural and cultural 

features. The SNP is located at the interface of lower-lying sedimentary rocks 

laid down between 215 and 135 million years ago and the overlying basaltic 

lava of the igneous Lesotho Formation. This lava marked a major geologic 

event in the Earth’s history when the Gondwana super-continent broke apart, 

due to tectonic movement that isolated Africa from South America, and 

marked the genesis of the Atlantic Ocean resulting with the massive lava 

coverage of the whole of the Southern Africa. The relics of this important 

earth’s historical event are now part of the pronounced Southern African 

escarpment covering SNP forming a spectacular display of outstanding natural 

scenic beauty.  Due to major tectonic block faulting, the region was uplifted, 

relative to the rest of the Drakensberg escarpment exposing an outcrop of the 

Clarens Sandstone Formation weathered into rock shelters and unusual shapes. 

Several prominent dolerite dykes cut through the sedimentary sequence in the 

SNP. There are small localized patches of Tertiary deposits of the Masotcheni 

Formation as well. The valleys of Sehlabathebe are filled with sandy alluvial 

material, sometimes interceded with layers of dolerite or basaltic boulders.   
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The uplift and subsequent erosion of the Drakensberg escarpment to a present 

average height of 2,450 m, has created an Afro-Alpine environment. Alpine-

tundra vegetation flourishes in a system of alpine wetlands with sponge areas, 

and tarns that support a host of endemic high altitude plants and small 

mammals such as the ice rat. The SNP hosts more than 20% of the plant 

species in the whole of the Maloti Drakensberg area. Perennial rivers in the 

SNP contain the only legally protected area of the highly endangered and 

endemic Maluti minnow (Pseudobarbus quathlambae) and the SNP 

Aponogeton ranunculiflorus.  This isolated high altitude environment has also 

been a refuge for some relic palaeo-genic taxa including insects with aquatic 

larvae. Oddly shaped volcanic rocks on high cliffs are ideal places for nests of 

the endangered Cape Vulture (Gyps coprotheres) and the bearded vulture 

(Gypaetus barbatus) 

 

People have lived intermittently in the SNP for tens of thousands of years. 

There are some sites with stone tools that have been found in the open, and 65 

rock shelters in the Clarens Formation have been used over thousands of years 

by ancestors of the San hunter-gatherers as living sites, and have rock 

paintings on the walls. The images include eland, rhebuck and people (mainly 

men). They are typical of the paintings in the Drakensberg range and were part 

of the belief system of the San. Other cultural heritage sites include the 

remains of historical cattle posts and some households. 

 

3.c Comparative Analysis 

 

Despite the common causes in genesis of the great escarpment of the Southern 

African Subcontinent, it forms a series of mountain ranges with extreme 

variations in geology and climatic conditions. In the west e.g. in Angola, the 

composition of the range is very complex and consists of volcanics, quartzites, 

gneisses, sedimentary rocks and carbonates. In the east e.g. in RSA and 

Lesotho the range is composed of a sedimentary sequence intruded by dolerite, 

with the main Maloti Drakensberg being capped with basalt. The most 

outstanding expression of the escarpment mountain formation within southern 

Africa lies in the Maloti Drakensberg mountain range where the harder and 

more resistant basalt has maintained the spectacular drop-offs. The Maloti 

Drakensberg compares to the Simen Massif in Ethiopia as they both comprise 

of igneous basalts that have been eroded to form precipitous cliffs and deep 

valley systems. However they show significant differences between them in 

terms of their geology, geomorphology and their diversity of plants and animal 

species. 

 

SNP is located at the interface of the lower lying sedimentary and overlying 

igneous (dolerite) sequences. A tectonic block faulting event uplifted the SNP 

region relative to the rest of the Maloti Drakensberg leading to a unique 

outcrop of Clarens sandstone formation. Weathering of the outcrops during the 

Last Ice Age led to formation of distinct caves, pillars, cliffs, arches, rocks and 

their associated rock-pools and tarns not well represented in the northern 

Maloti Drakensberg including UDP WHS. SNP will add these distinct qualities 

to the already declared properties of the UDP WHS. 
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The Maloti Drakensberg range of mountains constitutes the principal water 

production area in Southern Africa. The areas along the international border 

between the two countries form a drainage divide on the escarpment that forms 

the watershed for two of Southern Africa’s largest drainage basins. The rivers 

of northern Maloti Drakensberg where UDP WHS is situated drain into the 

Thukela River and flow eastwards into the Indian ocean. The rivers of southern 

Maloti Drakensberg including SNP drain into the Senqu/Orange River which 

flows westwards into the Atlantic ocean, and extension of the UDP WHS to 

include SNP will add special hydrologic qualities to the area. 

 

A series of mountain ranges on the great southern African escarpment supports 

various natural systems which are considered to be unique in terms of their 

biological diversity. Maloti Drakensberg lies within the sub-Saharan African 

grassland biome, and at sub-tropical latitudes. The area is characterized by the 

occurrence of the unique high altitude alpine tundra vegetation with its 

associated endemic palaeo-invertebrate fauna. This type of vegetation is poorly 

represented in the UDP WHS, whereas it is extensive in the southern Maloti 

Drakensberg areas of Lesotho and SNP. The proposed extension area will 

therefore enrich the biodiversity of the already declared UDP WHS. 

 

There are several important areas in southern Africa that contain significant 

concentrations and assemblages of San rock art sites such as those in 

Cederberg (South-western Cape province), Matobo Hills (Zimbabwe) and the 

Brandberg (Namibia). However, no other area of comparable size to that of the 

proposed SNP and the UDP WHS contains such a density and possibly 

diversity of San rock art sites and images such as found in these two areas..  

According to some researchers the rock art of the region is the finest 

prehistoric rock art in the world. A small percentage of the images are painted 

in almost three dimensional aspects also called fore-shortening, this style is 

unique to the Maloti Drakensberg. The rock art of the Maloti Drakensberg 

region is regarded as being the best preserved when compared to any other 

region especially south of the Sahara. The rock art of the SNP, in particular, is 

regarded as an excellent sample of the more southern expression of the Maloti 

Drakensberg rock art. The southern Maloti Drakensberg area including the 

SNP region was the last area in the African subcontinent where San hunter-

gatherers still practised the fine line painting tradition. Whereas this tradition 

already disappeared around a thousand years ago in parts of the south-western 

Cape, Namibia and Zimbabwe it continued until the first few years of the 20
th

 

century in parts of the southern Maloti Drakensberg region.  The proposed 

extension will therefore add the density, diversity and most recent rock art 

representation to the UDP WHS.   

 

3.d Integrity and Authenticity 

 

Although relatively small, 6500 ha, SNP has been protected since 1970 as a 

wildlife sanctuary and a national park, and gazetted in 2001 to enhance protection 

of the biodiversity and scenic qualities of the property. This area, if added to the 

UDP World Heritage Site would be sufficient to protect the biodiversity and 

cultural values of the area. The SNP, just like the UDP World Heritage Site, has 

been insignificantly disrupted by external agents and it still contains an original 
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full array of wild plants and animals. Populations of species (e.g. antelopes) exist 

at low densities due to ecological processes that control population dynamics of 

both plant and animal, and not due to anthropogenic causes. Grassland 

communities still cover their original extends and they still support a diverse 

assemblage of herbs, forbs and orchid associated with the grasses. The pristine 

state of SNP is also evidenced by a system of alpine wetlands and extensive 

sponge areas as well as perennial rivers and streams that occur throughout the 

SNP and supply clean water to Lesotho, South Africa and Namibia.  

 

Though the Rainbow trout Oncorhynchus mykiss and Brown trout Salmo trutta 

was introduced in the SNP years ago, the Tsoelikane Falls forms a natural barrier 

preventing their movement upstream, thereby safeguarding the P. quathlambae 

from predation as its current distribution is upstream. The controlled fishing that 

takes in SNP is only confined to the Trout. 

 

SNP bears testimony of outstanding San paintings tradition that once existed in 

Lesotho, and some parts of Southern Africa. The rock art of SNP is in a good state 

of preservation as it still displays the original colour, size and idiosyncratic 

subject matter and there are no traditions of re-touching the paintings at all which 

would compromise the authenticity of the sites. `The fact that the SNP has been 

declared a park has ensured that the sites and the associated environs are 

adequately protected. Major threats to the rock art of SNP are mainly due to the 

on-going natural processes that have contributed to the creation of rock shelters in 

the first place.   
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4. STATE OF CONSERVATION AND FACTORS AFFECTING THE 

PROPERTY 

 

4. a Present state of conservation 

 

The entire SNP area is well managed and in a well preserved condition as it 

has been a protected area since 1970. The SNP has never been occupied by 

significantly large human settlements, nor has the area been subjected to 

significant man-induced disturbances.  The ecological and geomorphological 

processes are allowed to function with little or no significant detrimental 

interference by the activities of man. The cultural values, as evidenced by both 

hunter-gatherers in the past and subsistence farmers at present, are a model for 

sustainable use of natural resources and land use in a high altitude Afro-

montane environment. The high altitude areas of Lesotho, including 

Sehlabathebe, are sparsely populated and are characterised by very little 

development. The lifestyle of the communities is largely pastoral and the 

traditional management systems practised by the communities have also 

contributed to the preservation of the resources in the area. The establishment 

of  SNP as a protected area by the Lesotho government, has to a large extend 

contributed to retaining the delicate balance of endemic flora and fauna and 

will continue to be sustainable due to the type of protection offered by 

Transfrontier Conservation Area and would be enhanced by the world heritage 

status. 

  

The Sehlabathebe National Park Tourism Business Plan [2008-2012] has been 

designed to direct tourism development and provide access to the resources 

within the SNP, while ensuring the protection of the fragile natural resources 

and the sustainable distribution of benefits to local communities in the area. 

All infrastructural developments in the SNP, such as construction of roads and 

accommodation facilities are and will be subject to environmental auditing in 

terms of the Environment Act 2008 (which provides for the management of the 

environment and all natural resources of Lesotho, and the National Heritage 

Resources Bill of 2011, (which is now awaiting approval by His Majesty).   

  

4.b   Factors affecting the property 
 

(i)    Development pressures  

 

Though SNP lies in a remote, cold, high altitude area that is sparsely populated 
and where there are no significant development pressures that would adversely 
impact on the ecological integrity of the property or it’s Buffer Zone a 
Zonation Plan that divides the SNP into a wilderness, natural environment and 
services and development areas has been developed. The objective of the plan 
is to protect the natural and cultural resources of the SNP while minimizing 
effects of human use.     
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(ii)  Environmental pressures  

 

Sustainable Use of Natural Products 
 
A sustainable consumptive use of certain natural products is permitted within 
SNP under the existing legal frameworks (through permit system), and these 
include;  

 
 harvesting of various grasses for handicrafts, and the collection 

of seed of medicinal plants, 
 collection of biological material for scientific research, 
 fishing, fly fishing (trout) in dams and rivers below Tsoelikane 

falls, 

 

Few requests are received from communities to harvest plant resources from 

the SNP. The common request is for harvesting the leaves of the grass 

Merxmuellera sp. Such current uses do not threaten the conservation status of 

the species. Future demands for consumptive use of species within the SNP 

will be addressed by a new policy for extractive use of plant resources that is 

being drafted for the Transfrontier Park. 

 

(iii) Invasive Species 

  

It has been observed that SNP is not under a serious threat of invasion by Alien 

plant and animal species. However, some invasive plants have been observed 

in and around the SNP, and their rate of expansion needs to be closely 

monitored and controlled. The following alien plant species have been 

observed in the SNP: Lagarosiphon major, Typha capensis, and Chrysocoma 

ciliata. In addition, Echium plantagineum, Circium vulgare,and Marrubium 

vulgare have been observed in the neighbouring villages outside the SNP. 

Assessment and mapping of the aliens was done in 2006. Communities are 

involved in clearing of the alien plant species especially Marrubium vulgare as 

its hooked seeds adhere to sheep and goat skin and deteriorates the quality of 

wool and mohair, which are the major exports contributing significantly to the 

economy to the country. 
 

(v) Domestic animals straying into the SNP 

 
The herbivorous wildlife is limited in the SNP, and the populations are far 
below the carrying capacity of the SNP. The lush grass in the SNP, compared 
to the more populated rangelands outside the SNP result in domestic animals 
straying into the SNP occasionally. Control is enforced by the SNP Rangers 
who patrol the park daily. However, topography of the park and limited staff 
pose a challenge to urgent action in case of high straying incidences in the 
park.  Poaching is not common, however there are occasional killings of 
problem animals such as the black backed jackal by livestock owners.  

 
(vi) Threats to the Rock Art of SNP 

 

There are several natural threats to the rock art sites within the SNP that may 
cause deterioration in rock paintings. Natural threats include weathering of the 
rock surface. Research is presently being conducted on weathering processes 
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to determine steps that may be taken to preserve the rock paintings. Worth 
noting is the action taken in the past in mitigating human threats that had 
resulted from the use of the area by herders. Prior to 1970, herders in the SNP 
inhabited some of the painted rock shelters, and lighting of fires resulted in 
soot partially obliterating some of the paintings. This practice has now been 
stopped due to management interventions by the SNP officials and access is 
now controlled as far as possible. In addition, the Environmental Education 
Centre located in the SNP will also run conservation programmes on both 
cultural and natural resources. Visitor’s movement in the SNP has also been 
controlled through construction of walking trails in order to mitigate any 
impacts thereof. 

 
Security is one of the focal areas for the Transfrontier Park and a Joint Security 
Working Group has been established with representation from both countries.  
All illegal incidences that occur in the SNP are reported and addressed through 
the Joint Security Working Group. In addition, community awareness 
programmes are being held to sensitize communities on the importance of the 
heritage resources.    

 

(vii) Natural disasters and risk preparedness 

 
Snowfall is common in SNP during the winter months of May to September 
which is a risk for both the staff and visitors to the proposed property. As part 
of risk preparedness, the Department of Environment provides a budget for 
emergency airlifts for staff and visitors using the Lesotho Defence Force. 
Arson fires are a frequent occurrence in the mountainous highlands of Lesotho. 
SNP staff has been trained to construct and maintain fire breaks or belts on an 
annual basis. The budget is also provided by the Department of Environment 
to engage labourers during the fire season. Drought is occasionally 
experienced in the SNP; however the flow of perennial streams persists during 
the dry periods.  SNP has not experienced natural disasters such as floods and 
landslides over the years. It is important to note that the most of the values 
enclosed in the park, have developed resilience to the snowfalls, to the extent 
that there is no major threat to them. 
 

 (viii) Visitor / tourism pressures 
 

Though SNP is located in a remote area it has limited accommodation facilities 
and the flow of tourists is minimal. Tourism activities  that have a minimal 
impact on the site include hiking, horse rides, and fishing of the introduced 
trout fish as these are well controlled and managed by the Park Authority.  
 
(v) Number of inhabitants within the property and buffer zone 

 

Though the Core Area of the Proposed Property has less than 14 people, the 
buffer zone has a considerable number of resident villagers. The SNP 
management will ensure that any population pressure related issue in the buffer 
zone does not have impacts on the core area through the Community 
Conservation Forum (CCF). Below is the summary of population from the 
2006 National Census exercise. 

Estimated population located within: 
Area of nominated property      14 
Buffer zone    8263 
Total     8277 
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5.  PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE PROPERTY 

 

5.a Ownership 

 

The SNP is owned by Government of Lesotho. It was gazetted in the name of 

Sehlabathebe National Park under the Land Act of 1979. Control and management 

of the SNP is delegated to the Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Culture.  The 

address is: 

 

Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Culture 

Department of Environment, 

Lesotho National Parks 

7
th

 Floor Post Office Building 

Box 52 

Maseru 100 

Lesotho 

 

 5.b Protective designation 

 

According to the Constitution of Lesotho, all land in Lesotho is vested in the 

King in trust for the Basotho Nation.  The King delegates all powers of land 

allocation for development to the Minister responsible for Local Government 

and Chieftainship.  Sehlabathebe National Park was established in 1970 as a 

Wild Life Sanctuary and a National Park according to the provisions of the 

Game Preservation Proclamation No. 33 of 1951. The proclamation was 

superseded by the National Parks Act of 1975. In 2001 Sehlabathebe National 

Park was declared as a Selected Development Area (SDA) subject to the 

provisions of Section 44 of the Land Act 1979. The SNP enjoys full protection 

under the provisions of Environment Act 2008 which is a framework legislation 

on environmental protection. On the other hand the Historical Monuments, 

relics, fauna and flora Act No. 41 of 1967 provides for the preservation and 

protection of all engravings and paintings on stone commonly known as the San 

paintings that are found in SNP. 

 

In addition, the proposed property SNP and UDP WHS, through a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) between the two State Parties [Government of Lesotho 

and the Republic of South Africa] are now part of the Maloti-Drakensberg 

TFCA. The formal declaration of the Transfrontier Park is underway. 

 

5.c Means of implementing protective measures  

 

(i)  Land Act of 2010 (formerly known as the Land Act of 1979) 

 

Under the Act, areas identified for public purposes are declared as 

Development Areas, and are as thus state owned. The Act is 

administered by the Ministry of Local Government and Chieftainship 

through the recently established Land Act Authority in liaison with the 

Local Authorities who are custodians of natural resources within their 

jurisdiction. 
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(ii)  National Parks Act of 1975 

 

The Act provides for the establishment and maintenance of Parks for 

the conservation of wild animals and fish life; the preservation of 

vegetation and objects of historical or scientific interest for the 

enjoyment of visitors to such Parks.  Administration of the Act is 

delegated to the National Parks Division under the Department of 

Environment. The Division establishes and manages protected areas 

and ensures their continued existence, governance and functions, and 

provides for the management and conservation of Lesotho’s 

biodiversity. 

 

 (iii)  Environment Act 2008 

 

Environment Act 2008 provides for the management of the 

environment and all natural resources of Lesotho. The Act also 

identifies elements, objects and sites of natural and cultural importance, 

and further issues guidelines and prescribes measures for the 

management and protection of natural and cultural elements, objects 

and sites through Environmental Impact Assessments. The Act is 

administered by the Department of Environment.  

 

 (iv) Local Government Act No. 6 of 1997 

 

The Act establishes Local Authorities which are responsible for 

management and development of natural resources within their 

jurisdiction. At the community level the power lies with Community 

Councils. The Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Culture in 

collaboration with the Community Council has established the 

Community Conservation Forum (CCF). The CCF is a committee of 

the Community Council that operates through Council by-laws enacted 

as part of the Local Government Act No. 6, of 1997 as amended. The 

CCF is a means of community involvement in the conservation and 

management of protected areas. SNP is located within the Khomo-

Phatsoa Community Council and implementation of the conservation 

management responsibilities are co-shared with the Council through the 

CCF. 

 

(v)  Historical Monuments, relics, fauna and flora Act No. 41 of 1967 

 

The Act provides for the preservation and protection of natural and 

historical monuments, relics, antiques, fauna and flora and for 

connected matters.  All monuments, relics, fauna and flora that have 

been identified for preservation and protection are listed and publicized 

in a Legal Notice. All rock art sites in the country, thus including those 

found in SNP are protected under the Act. Some endangered fauna and 

flora also get protection under the Act. The lists are updated as and 

when necessary. This Act is going under a Consequential amendment 

to form the Heritage Bill  that will  promote best practices in heritage 
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conservation and management in Lesotho, with the Fauna and Flora 

aspects still retained in the 1967 Act.  The Act is administered by the 

Department of Culture. 

  

5. d Existing plans related to municipality and region in which the proposed 

property is  located.  

  

The existing plans are as follows: 

  

(i)  MDTFCA 20-Year Conservation and Development Strategy 

 

In 2001 Lesotho and South Africa co-signed a bilateral Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) for the joint implementation of the Maloti 

Drakensberg Transfrontier Programme.  The core of the programme was 

establishment of a Transfrontier Park between SNP in Lesotho and UDP 

WHS in South Africa. A five year project was initiated in 2003 with 

funding from World Bank, the Japanese Government, Global Environment 

Facility and the two Governments. One of the key outputs of the project was 

development of a20-year conservation and development strategy for the 

MDTFCA, The strategy is implemented through five year action plans. The 

first five year action plan is for the period 2008-2012 (as per attached).  The 

plan provides a framework for conservation action by the programme 

partners and stakeholders. The plans have been endorsed through the MoU 

that was signed in 2008 between the two State Parties. 

 

(ii)  Sehlabathebe National Park Tourism Business Plan [2008-2012] 

 

The plan was prepared in 2008 by Maloti Drakensberg Transfrontier 

Project.  The aim of the plan is to provide a planning framework to guide 

the future development and management of tourism activities in and around 

the SNP. The plan pays particular attention to describing mechanisms for 

neigbhouring communities to participate in tourism businesses that rely on 

SNP resources and attractions.  

 

(iii)  Spatial Assessment of biodiversity priorities in the Lesotho Highlands 

 

The Assessment was carried out in 2007 by Maloti Drakensberg 

Transfrontier Project. The outputs of the assessment are aimed at providing 

the primary biodiversity framework for guiding future conservation 

initiatives in the Maloti Drakensberg region in which SNP is situated. The 

framework should be integrated into socio-economic developments, land 

use and resource management regimes. 

 

(iv)  Khomo-Phatsoa Managed Resource Area Integrated Management Plan  

 

The Khomo-Phatsoa Managed Resource Area Integrated Management Plan 

[2007-11] which was prepared by the Maloti Drakensberg Transfrontier 

Project, provided for the management and sustainable use of the natural 

resources in the area of jurisdiction of the Khomo-Phatšoa Community 

Council, including SNP. The Plan is now under review taking into 
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consideration the emerging issues related to the possibility of listing and the 

operational MDTFCA. 

 

5.e  Property management plan 

 

(i)  Sehlabathebe National Park management plan (2008-2013)  

 

The SNP Management Plan is the guiding tool for conservation management 

and development within the Park. Management actions have been identified 

and are being implemented through annual operational plans.   

Management objectives are categorized into the following: 

 

 Biodiversity/resource management objectives 

 

To secure the ecosystem integrity by maintaining in as natural state as 

possible the habitats, biotic communities, genetic resources, species 

and the overall scenic beauty of the SNP.  

 

 Community development objectives 

 

To create forums that enable local communities to become involved 

with conservation and management matters in the SNP and to develop 

innovative means to allow the communities to share proceeds of the 

SNP in a fair and equitable manner. 

 

 Economic objectives 

 

To develop and promote viable nature-based revenue-generating 

activities inside and around the SNP which are in harmony with SNP 

objectives. 

 

 Cultural- historical objectives 

 

To ensure that all cultural-historical resources are identified and 

effectively protected.  

 

Progress Report on the implementation the SNP Management Plan; 

 

(i) Joint Management plan for Maloti Drakensberg Transfrontier 

Park (uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park World Heritage Site / 

Sehlabathebe National Park) [MD TFP (UDP/SNP)] (2008)  

 

SNP is now managed as a Transfrontier Park with UDP WHS.  

A five year Joint Management plan (2008 - 2012) for the 

Transfrontier Park has been developed to guide all joint 

management issues of the area. A Joint Management 

Committee made up of representatives from management 

agencies of the two Parks has been established to oversee 

implementation of the plan, and monitoring and evaluation is 

done through joint management meetings.  
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The objective of the plan is to promote co-management in 

maintaining the natural ecological processes and ecosystem 

integrity, and to harmonize management procedures across the 

individual Parks. The plan aims to develop the means through 

which local communities can participate in the management and 

sustainable use of natural resources that occur within the 

Transfrontier Park. The plan further promotes cross-border 

tourism as a means of fostering socio-economic development. 

(ii) SNP fire management plan: This plan to guide interventions 

and mitigations regarding fire outbreaks at the site was 

produced in 2011.  

(iii) Translocation Policy; a policy to guide the translocation of 

wildlife into SNP or to other parks was developed and 

approved. 

(viii) Eroded areas and plan communities have been mapped. 

(ix) Rock art sites inventories have been established 

(x) Waste disposal facilities have been upgraded. 

(xi) Staff has been trained in various areas of environmental 

management. 

 

5.f Sources and levels of finance 

   

All the operating costs and minor works of the SNP are funded through the annual 

recurrent budget allocated to the Departments of Environment and Culture by the 

Government of Lesotho amounting to an average figure of R1, 500,000.00 per 

year. This allocation has a potential to grow with the increased staff component 

and activities. The revenue collected through tourism services offered by the SNP 

is deposited into the central government coffers. The MDTP through the World 

Bank and Lesotho Government has funded development of the main basic 

infrastructure to the value of R25, 000 000.  

 

5.g Sources of expertise and training in conservation and management techniques 

 

The current staff in the National Parks Division has tertiary qualifications in 

various fields that include Geography, Plant Ecology, Plant Systematics, Plant 

Taxonomy, Environmental Management, Agriculture, and Natural Resources 

Management. Staff has also participated in short term training in the fields of GIS, 

Environmental Policy and Development of biodiversity indicators. The SNP can 

also access expertise within the Department of Environment including 

Environmental Impact Assessments, Data management, Environmental Planning, 

Environmental Education and Outreach. The Department of Culture also offers 

expertise in the fields of Heritage Management [museum specialists, cultural 

tourism and historians], but the staff is not on-site. Some of the cultural heritage 

practitioners have been trained in heritage management planning processed 

through the Africa2009 programme, including the in-situ projects.  Lesotho 

Tourism Development Corporation offers marketing and promotional services to 

all the SNP staff. The new SNP management plan that will follow the current one 

will address the issue of building capacity and the required competency levels on 
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site taking into consideration the human resources of the Park as a TFCA and its 

possibility for listing. 

 

The SNP has access to research and advisory services offered by the National 

University of Lesotho and other government departments such as the Departments 

of Soil and Water Conservation, Water Affairs and Range Management. The joint 

management of the Transfrontier Park between Sehlabathebe and UKhahlamba 

has established thematic working groups with representatives from relevant 

agencies in both countries to address specific issues on biodiversity, protected 

areas, security and priority species (vulture) conservation.   

 

5.h    Visitor facilities and statistics 

 

There are two visitor entrances to the SNP. One entrance is the official 

international border-post with Republic of South Africa. The other one is 

marked by a guard house at the gate. Visitors entering the SNP report at the 

arrival centre located about 200m from the gate. Accommodation is provided in 

a self-catering lodge located 12 Km from the entrance. The lodge has a 

maximum capacity of 14 beds. There are about 50 beds provided by private 

enterprises outside the SNP. In 2005/6 and 2006/7 the number of visitors 

recorded in SNP ranged between 713 and 781. Hiking trails have recently been 

constructed to restrict movement of visitors to demarcated areas and to provide 

access to tourist attractions within the SNP.  

 

Construction of an Environmental Education Centre located about 3km from the 

gate is nearly complete. The Centre has the following components: 

 

o Hall for conducting environmental education activities to scholars and 

visitors. 

o Display of heritage resources found within the Drakensberg area. 

o Visitor accommodation of up to 72 beds.  

o Car park Ablution facilities 

o High powered generator and a generator house 

o Solar panels 

o Water storage tank  

o Septic tank 

o Limited staff accommodation. 

 

Activities permitted in the SNP and its outskirts include: 

o Guided day walks 

o Guided horse rides 

o Camping 

o Bird watching 

o Self-catering accommodation 

o Photography 

o Relaxation 

o Education on natural and cultural resources  
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5. i Policies and programmes related to the presentation and promotion of the 

property 

 

(i)  International Conventions, Agreements and Policies.  

 

The Government of Lesotho is a signatory to and/or has ratified the 

following international conventions and/or agreements that impact on 

natural and cultural resources conservation in general, and thus by 

implication also on the development and management of SNP and the 

greater MDTP area. The development of the MDTP programme is also 

consistent with relevant international policies and guidelines. The 

Management Plan for SNP will thus strive to achieve compliance with the 

following relevant international conventions/agreements and policies: 

 

 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

             (Agenda 21) 

 Global Environment Facility Operational Strategy for Biodiversity 

 Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 

 World Heritage Convention of 1972 

 Convention on Biological Diversity 

 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

 Convention on Protection and Promotion of the Diversity  of 

Cultural Expressions 

 World Intellectual Property  

 

(ii)  National Policies and Strategies 

 

The national policies are developed to comply with international 

instruments. There are a number of policies that deal directly and 

indirectly with the environment and nature conservation. The policies aim 

at reversing circumstances of environmental degradation and to provide 

opportunities for the sustainable utilization of biotic and abiotic natural 

resources.  The MDTP programme and the Management Plan for SNP are 

consistent with the relevant principles and objectives of these policies. 

Amongst others these policies are: 

  

The National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP) (1989) 

 

The objective of a plan is to provide a framework for incorporating 

environmental issues into the nation’s economic development and to focus 

and facilitate coordination of environmental effort. The areas of highest 

priority needs have been identified.    

 

The National Environmental Policy (1996) 

 

The goal of the policy is to protect and conserve the environment with a 

view to achieving sustainable development for Lesotho. It underscores the 

need to put in place legislative and regulatory measures and promotes 
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sustainable economic and social development. 

 

Cultural Policy (2005) 

  

The policy provides framework developed as a conscious effort of the 

Lesotho Government to recognize and appreciate the immeasurable value 

of culture for national development.  

 

The Action Plan to Implement Agenda 21 

 

The plan augments NEAP and incorporate sectorial priorities and national 

plans for implementing international conventions on biodiversity, climate 

change and desertification control. It provides an umbrella framework to 

support and reinforce ongoing and new initiatives for achieving economic 

growth, sustainable development and improved resource management.  

 

The National Livestock and Range Management Policy (1996) 

 

This policy has been developed to achieve greater self-reliance and 

increased incomes for livestock owners while protecting and regenerating 

the underlying natural environment and resource base. The policy also 

provides for the management of SNP as a Park.  

 

The National Strategy on Lesotho’s Biological Diversity: Conservation 

and Sustainable Use (2000).  
 

The strategy aims to articulate measures required for the conservation and 

sustainable use of Lesotho’s biodiversity and minimizing adverse impacts 

on biodiversity. These measures include:  land management practices and 

biodiversity conservation and improved participation of local 

communities. 

 

MDTFCA 20-Year Strategy 

 

The strategy serves as a catalyst for achieving the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) and sustainable mountain development 

within the Maloti Drakensberg TFCA.  

  

Cultural Heritage Strategy 2020  

 

The main focus of the strategy is to safeguard heritage resource priorities 

through the design and implementation of effective conservation and 

management mechanisms and emphasize community participation. 

 

Vision 2020 

 

Apart from the issues addressed in the vision on other sectors of 

development, it emphasizes the need for the nation to derive continuing 

benefits from the conservation and sustainable use of their biological 

diversity. 
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5. j Staffing levels  

 

The permanent staff compliment currently based at the site is eleven. Staff has 

tertiary qualifications in Natural Resources Management, Maintenance, Tourism 

Management, and Hospitality. Staff has also received in-house training and short 

term training in plant identification, wildlife monitoring, law enforcement in 

protected areas, fire management and catchment management. Temporary staff is 

engaged annually for a period of three months for fire management and 

occasionally for road maintenance and control of invasive alien species.  

 

The SNP Manager who reports to the Director National Parks is in charge of day 

to day running of the SNP and the rest of the staff reports to him. The other staff 

includes SNP Rangers who are responsible for daily patrolling of the Park and 

conducting guided tours for the visitors. The new institutional structure proposed 

in the SNP Management Plan provides for employment of experts such as a 

Cultural Officer responsible for protection of the cultural resources in the SNP. 
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6. MONITORING 
 

6.a     Key indicators for measuring state of conservation 
 

The Spatial Assessment of Biodiversity Priorities in the Lesotho Highlands, 

carried out by the Department of Environment in 2007, sets a basis for the 

monitoring and ensuring persistence of the globally significant biodiversity and 

cultural assets in the Maloti Drakensberg TFCA, of which the SNP is part of. 

However, the assessment was solely based from desktop derived mapping with 

limited field verification. In terms of overall biodiversity priorities across the 

Lesotho Highlands, the Sehlabathebe Cluster (which includes SNP), is ranked 

number 4 out of 8 priority clusters on the basis of individual factors and 

combined vulnerability as determined by alien plant spread, fragmentation, soil 

erosion, and human activity/development. This ranking should inform the 

development a framework and a schedule for conservation action. Also it is 

important that field visits are consistently carried out in SNP to confirm habitat 

types and quality, and overall biodiversity priorities using the 2007 baseline 

information. This should include gathering baseline information on the key 

biodiversity features of SNP [e.g. endemic and threatened plants, birds, 

mammals, fish, herpetofauna]. This information will be critical in integrating 

biodiversity priorities, cultural heritage protection and organisation of 

appropriate tourism products.  

 

It is important for Lesotho to establish a biodiversity structure which can be 

periodically updated using the models used in UDP WHS. The process has 

begun with the review of data and administration records that the SNP has 

collected over the years. Species lists have been compiled for SNP flora and 

fauna but assessment of the species population sizes were previously not done. 

The wild and pristine nature of SNP plant communities and aquatic habitats 

would however favour viable populations of the species. Baseline data on status 

of priority species such as Maluti minnow (Pseudobarbus quathlambae), SNP 

Aponogeton ranunculiflorus, and the bearded vulture (Gypaetus barbatus), 

extend of habitat types, extend of wetlands and state of conservation of the rock 

art is currently being collected and compiled.  For monitoring of climate, a 

weather station is located at the site. Daily records of rainfall and temperature 

are made and all extreme climatic events such as snowfalls are also recorded. 

Below are some of the indicators that will be used to monitor biodiversity 

priorities in SNP;  

 

 

Indicator Baseline data Intervention Frequency Location of 
the record 

Maintaining the 
population of 
the rapidly 
declining 
numbers of 
Bearded 
vultures 

 
SNP has 
roosting sites 
for vultures 

-Vulture 
Monitoring 
Programme to 
track population 
changes and 
number of 
roosting sites 
 

Annually  Department of 
Environment-
Data Division 
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Maintaining the 
populations of 
the critically 
endangered and 
endemic Maloti 
Minnow which 
is threatened by 
trout 

Yet to be 
established. 

-All remaining 
populations be 
monitored and 
protected as 
sanctuary areas,  
-monitoring of 
illegal grazing  
within SNP 
-restrict 
downstream 
release of trout . 

Annually Department of 
Environment-
Data Division 

Mitigating 
worsening 
wetland 
degradation; 
erosion nick 
points 

50% of 
biodiversity 
targets 
currently 
conserved 
[2007 report] 

Monitor the illegal 
grazing of 
wetlands in core 
area of SNP 
 
Monitoring 
programme to 
establish and 
demonstrate the 
link between 
livestock and 
wetland 
degradation based 
establishing 
exclusion and 
control areas. 

On-going 
 

 

 

 

 

Annually 

Department of 
Environment-
Data Division 

Maintaining the 
intactness of 
SNP rivers 
against possible 
degradation 
and siltation 

2007 report 
provides 
baseline 
information 

Monitoring the 
river signatures 
[geomorphological 
and hydrological 
characteristics and 
major fluvial 
corridors] within 
SNP, including the 
buffer zone. 

Seasonally Department of 
Environment-
Data Division 

Change in plant 
species 
richness within 
the main plant 
communities: 
(Themeda 
communities)  

2007 report 
provides 
baseline data 
indicating 
that 50% of 
SNP is 
protected 

Vegetation will be 
monitored through 
annual mapping of 
areas burnt and 
though fixed point 
photography used 
in UDP WHS 

Annually Department of 
Environment-
Data Division 

Number of 
recorded 
livestock 
impounded in 
the SNP. 

Baseline data 
from 
administrative 
records 
indicate that 
on average  

Monitoring illegal 
grazing in the 
Core Area of SNP 
to establish 
number of 
impounded 
livestock 

on-going 
process 

Department of 
Environment-
Data Division 

Conservation 
of Rock art 

65 rock art 
sites known 

Annual 
inspections of sites 

Annually  
and spot 

Department of 
Culture 
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sites in SNP to exist in 
SNP and well 
conserved 

to determine 
effects of natural 
processes, wild 
animals and illegal 
human activities 
 
Completing of site 
record forms for 
each site 

checks 

Consumptive 
use of natural 
products in 
SNP 

Minimal use 
of natural 
products is 
known to 
happen in 
SNP 

Monitoring of 
consumptive use 
of natural products 
through a permit 
system within 
SNP 

On-going 
process 

Department of 
Environment-
Data Division 

 
6.b    Administrative arrangements for monitoring property 
 

The SNP Manager is responsible for overseeing implementation of monitoring 
programmes and collection of wildlife data on monitoring sheets. The Range 
Ecologist and the Natural Resources Officer develop monitoring programmes. 
Data captured on monitoring sheets is analyzed and findings reported to the 
Director of Parks by the Range Ecologist and the Natural Resources Officer.  
The Director of Parks in consultation with the Director of Environment makes 
decisions on monitoring issues and effects implementation. Hitherto, these 
programmes have been tailored according to resources (budgets, staff, and time) 
availability. However, increased budget and human resources in the future will 
enable monitoring in other components of the SNP, in conformity with 
Transfrontier monitoring programmes.   
 
The monitoring will also include reviewing of the management and conservation 
programmes on an annual basis, as well as submitting annual reports as 
management tools for use by the Departments of Environment and Culture. 
 

6.c Results of previous reporting exercises 
 

The hard and digital copies of the results of monitoring and reporting are 
contained in the Lesotho National Parks Section of the Department of 
Environment. The findings and recommendations from the monitoring reports 
are communicated with senior management of the Ministry for decision 
making and effecting the changes.   
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7. DOCUMENTATION 
 

7.1 Photographs 
 

A collection of photographs has been provided (attached) and several of these 
have been selected to illustrate the elements of the Outstanding Universal 
Value. 

 
7.2 Management plans 
 

Management plans included as part of the documentation are: 
Appendix  -Sehlabathebe Management Plan 
Appendix  -Integrated Joint Management plan for Maloti Drakensberg 
  Transfrontier Park (uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park World 

Heritage Site/ Sehlabathebe National Park) MD TFP 
(UDP/SNP (2008) 

Appendix -MDTFCA 20 Year Conservation and Development Strategy 

 Appendix -Sehlabathebe National Park Tourism Business Plan 

Appendix -Spatial assessment of biodiversity priorities in the Lesotho 

                          Highlands 
Appendix -Khomo-Phatšoa Managed Resource Area Integrated  
  Management Plan 
Appendix -Maps of SNP 

 
7.3 Bibliography 
 

A bibliography of Reference on the SNP 
 

7.4 Address where inventories and records are held 
 
            1. Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Culture 
 7

th
 Floor, Post Office Building, Kingsway  

 P O Box 52, Maseru 100 
 Lesotho 
 
 2. Department of Environment 
 Lesotho National Parks 
 6

th
 and 7

th
 Floor, Post Office Building, Kingsway, 

 P 0 Box 10993, Maseru 100 
 Lesotho 
 
 3.  Sehlabathebe National Park 
 P O Box 26 
 Qacha’s nek  
 Lesotho 
 
 4. Department of Culture 
 7

th
 Floor, Post Office Building, Kingsway  

 P O Box 1125, Maseru 100 
 Lesotho 
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Checklist of Plants in the Sehlabathebe Area

Family Genus Species Endemics
1 Asphodelaceae Kniphofia caulescens
2 ritualis
3 linearifolia
4 brachystachya x
5 triangularis
6 thodei x
7 Aloe aristata
8 Bulbine abyssinica
9 narcissifolia

10 Amaryllidaceae Scadoxus puniceus x
11 Cyrthanthus attenuatus
12 breviflorus
13 flanaganii
14 stenanthus
15 Cyrtanthus epiphyticus
16 tuckii x
17 Haemanthus humilis
18 Brunsvigia grandiflora x
19 natalensis
20 Hyacinthaceae Eucomis schiffii x
21 autumnalis
22 Brunsvigia undulata x
23 Urginea capitata
24 Scilla nervosa
25 natalensis
26 Litanthus pusillus
27 Albuca shawii
28 Ledebouria cooperi
29 ovatifolia
30 Galtonia viridiflora
31 Dipcadi gracillimum
32 veride
33 marlothii
34 Asparagaceae Asparagus asparagoides
35 Velloziaceae Xerophyta viscosa
36 Alliaceae Tulbaghia acutiloba
37 Iridaceae Hesperantha coccinea x
38 baurii
39 Dierama dracomontanum
40 pauciflorum
41 robustum
42 dissimile
43 Moraea alticola
44 huttonii
45 spathulata
46 stricta
47 Tritonia lineata
48 Gladiolus ecklonii x



49 dalenii
50 saundersii
51 longicollis
52 crassifolius
53 oppositiflorus
54 Watsonia socium x
55 Romulea thodei x
56 Aristea woodii
57 gladioloides
58 Orchidaceae Holothrix scopularia
59 incurva
60 thodei
61 Habenaria dives
62 Neobolusia tysonii
63 Dracomonticola virginea
64 Schizochilus flexuosus
65 angustifolius
66 bulbinella
67 zeyheri
68 Satyrium cristatum
69 longicauda
70 neglectum
71 microrrhynchum
72 parviflorum
73 Disa cephalotes NE
74 crassicornis
75 nivea
76 oreophila NE
77 tysonii
78 cooperi
79 fragrans
80 montana
81 versocolor
82 chrysostachya
83 basutorum NE
84 brevicornis
85 cornuta
86 sankeyi
87 thodei
88 Corycium alticola NE
89 nigrescens
90 dracomontanum
91 Brownleea galpinii
92 macroceras
93 Eulophia ovalis
94 aculeata
95 clavicornis
96 foliosa x
97 Gunneraceae Gunnera perpensa
98 Molluginaceae Psammotropha mucronata
99 myriantha

100 obtusa x



101 Polygonaceae Rumex woodii
102 Persicaria lapathifolia
103 Pterygodium cooperi
104 hastatum
105 Disperis cardiophora x
106 concinna
107 stenoplectron
108 tysonii
109 Santalaceae Thesium costatum
110 imbricatum
111 pallidum
112 Mesembryanthemaceae Delosperma nubigenum
113 lavisiae
114 Ruschia putterillii
115 Caryophyllaceae Cerastium arabidis
116 Silene bellidioides
117 Dianthus basuticus
118 Clematis brachiata
119 Fumariaceae Cysticapnos pruinosa
120 Brassicaceae Heliophila formosa x
121 rigidiuscula
122 Droseraceae Drosera natalensis x
123 Ranunculaceae Anemone fanninii
124 Ranunculus baurii
125 meyeri
126 multifidus
127 Papaveraceae Papaver aculeatum
128 Crassulaceae Crassula alba
129 dependens
130 natans
131 natalensis
132 peploides
133 sarcocaulis
134 setulosa
135 vaginata x
136 Rosaceae Rubus ludwigii
137 Geum capense
138 Cotyledon orbiculata
139 Alchemilla colura x
140 woodii
141 Leucosidea sericea
142 Fabaceae Indigofera hedyantha
143 dimidiata
144 Tephrosia diffusa
145 Lessertia perennans
146 thodei x
147 depressa
148 Sutherlandia montana
149 Lotononis pulchra x
150 galpinii
151 sericophylla
152 Argerolobium harveyanum



153 stipulaceum x
154 marginatum x
155 Rhynchosia cooperi
156 totta x
157 Trifolium burchellianum
158 Periplocaceae Raphionacme hirsuta x
159 Campanulaceae wahlenbergia krebsii
160 Craterocapsa congesta
161 tarsoides
162 Lobelia flaccida
163 preslii
164 Monopsis decipiens
165 Linaceae Linum thunbergii x
166 Geraniaceae Pelargonium sidoides
167 bowkeri
168 schlechteri x
169 alchemilloides
170 ranunculophyllum
171 Geranium drakensbergense
172 multisectum
173 magniflorum
174 pulchrum
175 schlechteri
176 Oxalidaceae Oxalis obliquifolia
177 smithiana
178 Polygalaceae Polygala hottentotta
179 rhonostigma
180 Muraltia saxicola
181 Onagraceae Epilobium salignum
182 Oenothera rosea
183 tetraptera
184 Tiliaceae Gnidia propinqua x
185 aberrans x
186 baurii x
187 compacta x
188 Apiaceae Alepidea amatymbica
189 natalensis
190 pusilla
191 thodei
192 woodii
193 Conium fontanum
194 Pimpinella caffra
195 Bupleurum mundii
196 Peucedanum thodei x
197 Ericaceae Erica albospicata
198 frigida
199 caffrorum
200 aestiva
201 algida
202 alopecurus
203 dominans
204 woodii



205 Buddlejaceae Gomphostigma virgatum
206 Buddleja salviifolia
207 Gentianaceae Sebaea spathulata
208 marlothii
209 natalensis
210 sedoides
211 Chironia krebsii
212 Asclepiadaceae Schizoglossum elingue
213 atropurpureum
214 bidens
215 Miraglossum pulchellum
216 Asclepias gibba
217 humilis
218 stellifera
219 Xysmalobium parviflorum
220 stockenstromense
221 undulatum
222 Pachycarpus macrochilus
223 Brachystelma pygmaeum
224 alpinium
225 Labiatae/Lamiaceae Mentha aquatica
226 longifolia
227 Ajuga ophrydis
228 Euphorbiaceae Acalypha punctata x
229 Euphorbia clavariodes
230 epicyparissias
231 natalensis
232 striata
233 Achariaceae Guthriea capensis
234 Malvaceae Hibiscus aethiopicus
235 trionum
236 Anisodontea julii
237 Sterculiaceae Hermannia woodii x
238 malvifolia
239 gerrardii
240 Guttiferae/Clusiaceae Hypericum lalandii
241 Boraginaceae Cynoglossum hispidum
242 austro-africanum x
243 Lithospermum papillosum x
244 Myosotis semiamplexicaulis
245 Scrophulariaceae Phygelius aequalis
246 Jamesbrittenia breviflora
247 lesutica x
248 jurassica x
249 pristisepala
250 Glumicalyx flanaganii
251 lesuticus x
252 montanus
253 Limosella inflata
254 longiflora
255 Lindernia conferta x
256 Harveya speciosa



257 pulchra
258 scarlatina x
259 Melasma scabrum
260 Manulea crassifolia
261 Alectra basutica x
262 Diascia barberae
263 integerrima
264 purpurea x
265 Nemesia rupicola
266 caerulea
267 Buchnera simplex
268 Cycnium racemosum
269 Striga bilabiata
270 Selago flanaganii
271 galpinii
272 Halleria lucida
273 Lentibulariaceae Utricularia livida
274 Gesneriaceae Streptocarpus pusillus x
275 Rubiaceae Kohautia amatymbica
276 Pentanisia prunelloides
277 Valerianaceae Valeriana capensis
278 Dipsacaceae Cephalaria oblingifolia
279 Scabiosa columbaria
280 Hyobanche rubra
281 Diclis rotundifolia
282 Zaluzianskya ovata
283 pulvinata
284 microsiphon
285 Asteraceae Aster bekerianus
286 perfoliatus
287 Felicia muricata
288 petiolata
289 drakensbergensis x
290 filifolia
291 rosulata
292 uliginosa
293 Helichrysum confertum
294 sutherlandii
295 albo-brunneum
296 chionosphaerum
297 album
298 sessiloides
299 grandibracteatum
300 bellum
301 mulfordiae
302 marginatum
303 callicomum
304 dasycephalum
305 odoratissimum
306 krookii
307 glomeratum
308 nanum



309 aureonitens
310 cymosum
311 basulticum
312 flanaganii
313 lineatum
314 drakensbergense
315 oreophilum
316 montanum
317 splendidum
318 tenuifolium
319 trilineatum
320 witbergense
321 nudifolium
322 pilosellum
323 pallidum
324 cephaloideum
325 pagophilum
326 herbaceum
327 aureum
328 cooperi
329 heterolasium
330 caespititium
331 tenax
332 retortoides
333 praecurrens
334 adenocarpum
335 ecklonis
336 vernum
337 Relhania acerosa
338 dieterlenii
339 Macwania sororis
340 Inulanthera thodei
341 Cotula hispida
342 paludosa
343 socialis
344 Schistostephium crataegifolium
345 Gymnopentzia bifurcata
346 Pentzia cooperi
347 Cineraria dieterlenii
348 lyrata
349 Senecio asperulus
350 coronatus
351 dissimulans
352 glaberrimus
353 gramineus
354 isatideus
355 macrospermus
356 othonniflorus
357 rhomboideus
358 scitus
359 seminiveus
360 thamathuensis x



361 macrocephalus
362 polyodon
363 barbatus
364 Garuleum woodii
365 Dimorphotheca jucunda
366 Euryops decumbens
367 evansii
368 laxus
369 montanus
370 tysonii
371 Othonna burttii x
372 sp x
373 natalensis
374 Ursinia alpina
375 montana
376 tenuiloba
377 Arctotis arctotoides
378 Haplocarpha nervosa
379 scaposa
380 Gazania krebsiana
381 Berkheya multijuga
382 rhapontica
383 rosulata
384 setifera
385 speciosa
386 purpurea
387 Stoebe vulgaris
388 Athrixia angustissima
389 fontana
390 Printzia nutans
391 Eumorphia prostrata
392 Artemisia afra
393 Hirpicium armerioides
394 Gerbera ambiqua
395 piloselloides
396 Chrysocoma ciliata
397 Vernonia hirsuta
398 Agapanthaceae Agapanthus campanulatus
399 Cyperaceae Cyperus sphaerocephalus
400 rupestris
401 semitrifidus
402 Mariscus congestus
403 Ficinia cinnamomea
404 Scirpus ficinioides
405 Schoenoxiphium burttii
406 Carex zululensis
407 Restionaceae Ischyrolepis scoenoides
408 Commelinaceae Commelina africana
409 Cyanotis speciosa
410 Potamogetonaceae Potamogeton pusillus
411 Aponogetonaceae Aponogeton junceus
412 ranunculiflorus x



413 Araceae Zantedeschia albomaculata
414 Eriocaulaceae Eriocaulon dregei x
415 Colchicaceae Androcymbium striatum
416 Wurmbea kraussii
417 Eriospermaceae Eriospermum cooperi
418 ornithogaloides
419 Anthericaceae Chlorophytum cooperi
420 Hypoxidaceae Rhodohypoxis baurii x
421 deflexa x
422 rubella x
423 Hypoxis argentea
424 filiformis
425 iridifolia
426 multiceps
427 rigidula
428 acuminata
429 Proteaceae Protea subvestita
430 dracomontana
431 Anacardiaceae Rhus dentata
432 discolor
433 Thymelaeaceae Passerina montana
434 Ebenaceae Diospyros austro-africana
435 Lycopodiaceae Lycopodium clavatum
436 carolinianum x
437 Selaginellaceae Selaginella caffrorum x
438 Ophioglossaceae Ophioglossum vulgatum
439 Mohria vestita
440 rigida
441 Adiantaceae Cheilanthes eckloniana
442 quadripinnata
443 Pellaea calomelanos
444 Pteris cretica
445 Aspleniaceae Asplenium aethiopicum
446 adiantum-nigrum
447 trichomanes
448 monanthes
449 Ceterach cordatum
450 Athyriaceae Athyrium schimperi
451 Lomariopsidaceae Elaphoglossum drakensbergense x
452 spathulatum x
453 Aspidiaceae Dryopteris inaequalis
454 dracomontana x
455 Blechnaceae Blechnum australe x
456 giganteum x

457 POACEAE Agrostis 
lachnantha var.
lachnantha

458 Alloteropsis 
semialata subsp.
eckloniana

459 Andropogon appendiculatus
460 eucomus

461
Andropogon 
schirensis



462 Aristida diffusa

463
junciformis subsp.
galpinii

464 Arundinella nepalensis
465 Brachiaria serrata
466 Bromus catharticus
467 speciosus
468 Cymbopogon excavatus
469 plurinodis
470 validus

471 Digitaria 
Digitaria 
monodactyla

472 ternata
473 tricholaenoides
474 Elionurus muticus
475 Eragrostis aspera
476 caesia
477 capensis
478 chloromelas
479 curvula
480 plana
481 planiculmis
482 racemosa
483 Eustachys paspaloides
484 Festuca caprina
485 scabra
486 Fingerhuthia sesleriiformis
487 Harpochloa falx
488 Helictotrichon longifolium
489 turgidulum
490 Heteropogon contortus
491 Karroochloa purpurea
492 Koeleria capensis
493 Melica racemosa
494 Melinis nerviglumis
495 repens
496 Merxmueller macowanii
497 disticha
498 Microchloa caffra
499 Miscanthus capensis
500 Monocymbium ceresiiforme
501 Panicum ecklonii
502 natalense
503 Paspalum dilatatum
504 Pennisetum sphacelatum
505 thunbergii
506 Pentaschistis galpinii
507 setifolia
508 Poa annua
509 binnata
510 Setaria pallide-fusca
511 Sporobolus centrifugus



512 Stiburus alopecuroides
513 Themeda triandra
514 Trachypogon spicatus
515 Tristachya leucothrix



Checklist of Sehlabathebe National Park Mammals

Family Scientific Name Common Name
1 INSECTIVORA Myosorex varius Forest shrew
2 Crocidura cyanea Reddish-grey musk shrew
3 Suncus varilla Lesser Dwarf Shrew
4 CHIROPTERA Rhinolophus clivosus Geoffroy's horseshoe bat

5 Eptesicus/Neoromicia capensis Cape serotine bat
6 Rhinolophus darlingi Darling’s Horseshoe bat
7 Miniopterus schreibersii Schreibers’s Long-fingered Bat
8 Tadarida aegyptiaca
9 PRIMATES=Cercopithecidae Papio cynocephalus ursinus Chacma baboon

10 CARNIVORA (Canidae) Canis mesomelas Black-backed jackal
11 Ictonyx striatus Striped polecat, zorilla
12 Atilax paludinosus Water mongoose
13 Herpestes pulverulentus Cape grey mongoose
14 Caracal caracal Caracal
15 Aonyx capensis Clawless otter
16 Lutra maculicollis Spotted-necked otter
17 Poecilogale albinucha Striped weasel, African weasel
18 Proteles cristatus Aardwolf
19 Felis silvestris lybica African wild cat
20 ARTIODACTYLA Sylvicapra grimmia Common duiker, grey duiker
21 Pelea capreolus Grey rhebuck
22 Redunca fulvorufula Mountain reedbuck
23 Taurotragus oryx Eland
24 Ourebia ourebi Oribi
25 Oreotragus oreotragus Klipspringer
26 RODENTIA (Hystricidae) Hystrix africaeaustralis Porcupine
27 Cryptomys hottentotus Common mole rat
28 Chlorotalpa sclateri Golden mole
29 Otomys irroratus Vlei rat
30 Dendromus melanotis Grey climbing mouse
31 Rhabdomys pumilio Four Striped Grass Mouse
32 Mus minutoides Pygmy mouse, dwarf mouse
33 Mastomys natalensis Multimammate mouse
34 Graphiurus murinus Woodland dormouse
35 Otomys sloggetti Ice rat
36 Micaelamys namaquensis Namaqua Rock Mouse
37 Aethomys chrysophilus Red Veld Rat
38 LAGOMORPHA (Leporidae) Lepus saxatilis Scrub hare
39 Pronolagus rupestris Smith’s Red Rock Rabbit
40 HYRACOIDEA Procavia capensis Rock dassie
41 Heterohyrax brucei Yellow-spotted dassie



Checklist of Sehlabathebe National Park Birds

Family Scientific Name Common Name
1 PODICEPIDIFORMES Tachybaptus ruficollis Dabchick
2 PELECANIFORMES Phalacrocorax carbo Whitebreasted Cormorant
3 CICONIIFORMES Ardea cinerea Grey Heron
4 Ardea melanocephala Blackheaded Heron
5 Egretta intermedia Yellowbilled Egret
6 Bubulcus ibis Cattle Egret
7 Scopus umbretta Hamerkop
8 Ciconia ciconia White Stork
9 Ciconia nigra Black Stork

10 Threskiornis aethiopicus African Sacred Ibis
11 Geronticus calvus Bald Ibis
12 Bostrychia hagedash Hadeda Ibis
13 ANSERIFORMES Tadorna cana South African Shelduck
14 Anas capensis Cape Teal
15 Anas undulata Yellowbilled Duck
16 Anas sparsa African Black Duck
17 FALCONIFORMES Sagittarius serpentarius Secretary Bird
18 Gypaetus barbatus Bearded Vulture
19 Gyps coprotheres Cape Vulture
20 Aquila verreauxii Black Eagle
21 Hieraaetus pennatus Booted Eagle
22 Polemaetus bellicosus Martial Eagle
23 Buteo buteo Steppe Buzzard
24 Buteo rufofuscus Jackal Buzzard
25 Accipiter rufiventris Redbreasted Sparrowhawk
26 Circus ranivorus African Marsh Harrier
27 Circus maurus Black Harrier
28 Polyboroides typus Gymnogene
29 Milvus migrans Black Kite
30 Milvus aegytius Yellow-Billed Kite
31 Elanus caeruleus Black-Shouldered Kite
32 Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon
33 Falco biarmicus Lanner Falcon

34 Falco amurensis Eastern Redfooted Kestrel
35 Falco tinnunculus Rock Kestrel
36 Falco naumanni Lesser Kestrel
37 GALLIFORMES Francolinus africanus Greywing Francolin
38 Coturnix coturnix Common Quail
39 Numida meleagris Helmeted Guineafowl
40 GRUIFORMES Anthropoides paradiseus Blue Crane
41 Balearica regulorum Crowned Crane
42 Amaurornis flavirostris Black Crake
43 Gallinula chloropus Common Moorhen
44 Fulica cristata Redknobbed Coot
45 CHARADRIIFORMES Charadrius tricollaris Three-banded Plover
46 Vanellus armatus Blacksmith Plover
47 Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpiper
48 Tringa glareola Wood Sandpiper



49 Tringa stagnatilis Marsh Sandpiper
50 Tringa nebularia Greenshank
51 Philomachus pugnax Ruff
52 Calidris ferruginea Curlew sandpiper
53 Calidris minuta Little Stint
54 Gallinago nigripennis Ethiopian Snipe
55 Burhinus capensis Spotted Dikkop
56 COLUMBIRFORMES Columba guinea Rock Pigeon
57 Streptopelia capicola Cape Turtle Dove
58 Streptopelia senegalensis Laughing Dove
59 CUCULIFORMES Chrysococcyx caprius Diederik Cuckoo
60 STRIGIFORMES Tyto alba Barn Owl
61 Tyto capensis Grass Owl
62 Bubo capensis Cape Eagle Owl
63 Bubo africanus Spotted Eagle Owl
64 APODIFORMES Apus apus European Swift
65 Apus barbatus African Black Swift
66 Apus caffer Whiterumped Swift
67 Apus horus Horus Swift
68 Apus affinis Little Swift
69 COLIIFORMES Colius striatus Speckled Mousebird
70 ALCEDINIFORMES Ceryle rudis Pied Kingfisher
71 Alcedo cristata Malachite Kingfisher
72 PASSERIFORMES Calandrella cinerea Redcapped Lark
73 Hirundo rustica European Swallow
74 Hirundo albigularis Whitethroated Swallow
75 Hirundo cucullata Greater Striped Swallow
76 Hirundo fuligula Rock Martin
77 Delichon urbica Common House Martin
78 Riparia paludicola Brownthroated Martin
79 Corvus capensis Black Crow
80 Corvus albus Pied Crow
81 Monticola rupestris Cape Rock Thrush
82 Oenanthe monticola Mountain Wheatear Chat
83 Cercomila familiaris Familiar Chat
84 Saxicola torquata African Stonechat
85 Cossypha caffra Cape Robin

86 Chaetops aurantius Orangebreasted Rockjumper
87 Acrocephalus baeticatus African Marsh Warbler
88 Phylloscopus trochilus Willow Warbler
89 Sphenoeacus afer Cape Grassbird

90 Cisticola juncidus Zitting Fantailed Cisticola
91 Cisticola ayresii Wing-Snippprs Ayres' Cisticola
92 Cisticola tinniens Levaillant's Cisticola
93 Cisticola fulvicapilla Neddicky
94 Stenostira scita Fairy Flycatcher
95 Motacilla aguimp African Pied Wagtail
96 Motacilla capensis Cape Wagtail
97 Anthus cinnamomeus African Grassveld Pipit
98 Anthus similis Longbilled Pipit
99 Anthus leucophrys Plainbacked Pipit



100 Macronyx capensis Orangethroated Longclaw
101 Lanius collaris Fiscal Shrike
102 Telophorus zeylonus Bokmakierie
103 Spreo bicolor African Pied Starling
104 Onychognathus morio Redwinged Starling
105 Nectarinia famosa Malachite Sunbird
106 Zosterops pallidus Cape white-eye
107 Passer domesticus House Sparrow
108 Passer melanurus Cape Sparrow
109 Passer diffusus Southern Greyheaded Sparrow
110 Ploceus capensis Cape Weaver

111 Ploceus velatus Southern Masked Weaver
112 Euplectes orix Southern Red Bishop

113 Euplectes afer Yellow-Crowned Golden Bishop
114 Euplectes capensis Yellowrumped Widow 
115 Euplectes ardens Redcollared Widow
116 Euplectes progne Longtailed Widow
117 Estrilda astrild Common Waxbill
118 Ortygospiza atricollis Quail Finch
119 Vidua macroura Pintailed Whydah
120 Serinus canicollis Cape Canary
121 Serinus flaviventris Yellow Canary
122 Serinus gularis Streakyheaded Canary
123 Emberiza capensis Cape Bunting
124 Emberiza tahapisi Rock Bunting



Checklist of Sehlabathebe National Park Reptiles

Family Scientific Name Common Name

1 GEKKONIDAE Afroedura karroica halli  Lesotho flat gecko
2 AGAMIDAE  Agama aculeata Northern spiny agama
3 Agama atra  Southern Rock Agama
4 Mabuya capensis  Cape skink
5 SCINCIDAE Mabuya varia varia  Variable skink

6 Mabuya striata punctatissima  Speckled skink
7 Pseudocordylus spinosus  Spiny crag lizard
8 CORDYLIDAE Gerrhosaurus flavigularis  Yellow-throated plated lizard
9 Pseudocordylus melanotus subviridis  Drakensberg crag lizard

10 Typhlops bibronii Bibron's blind snake
11 TYPHLOPIDAE Leptotyphlops scutifrons Peter's thread snake
12 LEPTOTYPHLOPIDAE Lycodonomorphus rufulus Common brown water snake
13 COLUBRIDAE Lamprophis fuliginous=L.capensis Brown house snake
14 Lamprophis aurora Aurora House Snake
15 Lamprophis guttatus Spotted Rock snake
16 Lycophidion capense Cape wolf snake

17 Duberria lutrix lutrix Common slug-eater

18 Pseudaspis cana Mole snake
19 Psammophylax rhombeatus  Spotted skaapsteker

20 Psammophis crucifer 
Cross-marked grass snake (crossed
whip)

21 Psammophis brevirostris Short-Snouted Sand Snake
22 Homoroselaps lacteus Spotted harlequin snake
23 Dasypeltis scabra Common egg-eater
24 Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia Herald snake
25 Dispholidus typus Boomslang
26 Philothamnus hoplogaster Green water snake
27 Hemachatus haemachatus Rinkhals
28 ELAPIDAE Naja nigricollis Black-necked spitting Cobra
29 Bitis arietans arietans Puff adder
30 VIPERIDAE Bitis atropos Berg adder
31 Causus rhombeatus Rhombic night adder



POACEAE
Agrostis lachnantha var.
lachnantha
Alloteropsis semialata
subsp. eckloniana

Andropogon appendiculatus
Andropogon eucomus
Andropogon schirensis
Aristida diffusa
Aristida junciformis subsp.
galpinii
Arundinella nepalensis
Brachiaria serrata
Bromus catharticus
Bromus speciosus
Cymbopogon excavatus
cymbopogon plurinodis
Cymbopogon validus
Digitaria monodactyla
Digitaria ternata
Digitaria tricholaenoides
Elionurus muticus
Eragrostis aspera
Eragrostis caesia
Eragrostis capensis
Eragrostis chloromelas
Eragrostis curvula
Eragrostis plana
Eragrostis planiculmis
Eragrostis racemosa
Eustachys paspaloides
Festuca caprina
Festuca scabra
Fingerhuthia sesleriiformis
Harpochloa falx
Helictotrichon longifolium
Helictotrichon turgidulum
Heteropogon contortus
Karroochloa purpurea
Koeleria capensis
Melica racemosa
Melinis nerviglumis
Melinis repens
Merxmueller macowanii
Merxmuellera disticha



Microchloa caffra
Miscanthus capensis

Monocymbium ceresiiforme
Panicum ecklonii
Panicum natalense
Paspalum dilatatum
Pennisetum sphacelatum
Pennisetum thunbergii
Pentaschistis galpinii
Pentaschistis setifolia
Poa annua
Poa binnata
Setaria pallide-fusca
Sporobolus centrifugus
Stiburus alopecuroides
Themeda triandra
Trachypogon spicatus
Tristachya leucothrix



Checklist of Sehlabathebe National Park Fish

Family Genus Species Common Name
1 CYPRINIDAE Pseudobarbus quathlambae Maloti minow

2 SALMONIDAE (Introduced) Oncorhynchus  mykiss Rainbow trout 

3 Salmo trutta Brown trout 



 

CHECKLIST OF SEHLABATHEBE NATIONAL PARK ROCKART SITES 

 

ARAL NUMBER SITE NAME VISITOR/DATES 
 

ARAL 184 Lehaha la Mafikeng IS 33 Alfers,Joe;  Lucas 

Smith;Tesele 

Taole;  12/04/1980 

ARAL  185 Lehaha la Mafikeng 11 S33 13/04/1980 

ARAL  186 Lehaha la Motebong Ha 

Lerata 1 

13/04/1980 

ARAL  187 Lehaha la Motebong Ha 

Lerata 11 

13/04/1980 

ARAL  188 Lehaha la Tsatsa le Moea 1 13/04/1980 

ARAL  189 Lehaha la Tsatsa le Moea 11 13/04/1980 

ARAL  190 Lehaha la Lesobeng B 1 14/04/1980 

ARAL 191 Lehaha la Lesobeng B 11 14/04/1980 

ARAL 192 Lehaha la Lesobeng B 111 14/04/1980 

ARAL 193 Lehaha la Kepising 1 15/04/1980 

ARAL 194 Lelibohong Ha Bane 1 15/04/1980 

ARAL 195 Lelibohong Ha Bane 11 16/04/1980 

ARAL 196 Mokhoabong Ha Mabula 1 16/04/1980 

ARAL 197 Lehaha la Matseng 1 17/04/1980 

ARAL 198 Lehaha la Matseng 11 17/04/1980 

ARAL 199 Lehaha la Ha Bane 1 17/04/1980 

ARAL 200 Lehaha la  Ha Bane 17/04/1980 



ARAL 201 Lehaha la Phororong 1 18/04/1980 

ARAL  202 Lehaha la  Ha Mamonyake 1 18/04/1980 

ARAL  203 Lehaha la Ha Mamonyake 11 18/04/1980 

ARAL  204 Tsoelikane River 1 19/04/1980 

ARAL  205 Tsoelikane River 11 19/04/1980 

ARAL  206 Tsoelikane River 111 19/04/1980 

ARAL  207 Tsoelikane River 1V 20/04/1980 

ARAL 208 Lehaha la Maduma 20/04/1980 

ARAL 209 Lehaha Maduma 11 20/04/1980 

ARAL 210 Lehaha la Ha Mohlouoa 1 21/04/1980 

ARAL 211 Lehaha la Ha Mosuoe 1 22/04/1980 

ARAL 212 Lehaha  la Ha Mosuoe 11 21/04/1980 

ARAL 213 Lehaha la  Ha Hlatsoane 22/04/1980 

ARAL 214 Lehaha la Ha Tipili Mohale 1 23/04/1980 

ARAL 215 Lehaha la Tipili Mohale 11 23/04/1980 

ARAL 216 Tsoelikane River V 23/04/1980 

ARAL 217 Lehaha la Ha  Mofoqoi  1 24/04/1980 

ARAL 218 Lehaha  la Ha  Mofoqoi 11 24/04/1980 

ARAL 219 Lehaha la Ha  Mofoqoi 111 24/04/1980 

ARAL 220 Lehaha  la Ha  Mofoqoi 1V 12/05/1980 

ARAL 221 Lehaha la  Ha Mofoqoi V 13/05/1980 

ARAL 222 Lehaha la  Ha  Mofoqoi V1 13/05/1980 

ARAL 223 Lehaha la  Ha  Mofoqoi V1 14/05/1980 

ARAL 224 Lehaha la  Ha Mofoqoi V11 14/05/1980 



ARAL 225 Lehaha la Ha Mofoqoi 1X 14/05/1980 

ARAL 226 Lehaha la Ha  Mofoqoi X 15/05/1980 

ARAL 227 Lehaha la Ha Mofoqoi X1 15/05/1980 

ARAL 228 Lehaha la  Ha Mofoqoi X11 18/05/1980 

ARAL 229 Tsoelikane River V1 19/05/1980 

ARAL 230  Lehaha la ha Bolibana 1 19/05/19809 

ARAL 231 Lehaha la Letamong A 1 19/05/1980 

ARAL 232  Lehaha la kholo Ea Lehoro-

Metso 1 

19/05/1980 

ARAL 233  Lehaha la Kholo Ea Lehora –

Metso 11 

19/05/1980 

ARAL 234 Lehaha la Kholo Ea Lehora- 

Metso 111 

19/05/1980 

ARAL 235 Maal Cof 1 20/05/1980 

ARAL 236 Maal Cof 11 20/05/1980 

ARAL 237 Maal Cof 111 20/05/1980 

ARAL 238 Lehaha  La Seberatlane 1 20/05/1980 

ARAL 239 Lehaha La Seberatlane11 20/05/1980 

ARAL 240 Lehaha La  Ha Molomo 1 09/05/1980 

ARAL 241 Lehaha  La Lekhalong 1 21/05/1980 

ARAL 242 ARAL 242 21/05/1980 

ARAL 243 ARAL 243 21/05/1980 

ARAL 244 ARAL 244 21/05/1980 

ARAL 245 ARAL 245 22/05/1980 



ARAL 246 ARAL 246 22/05/1980 

ARAL 247 ARAL 247 22/05/1980 

ARAL 248 ARAL 248  

 





















































































































































































































































































































Lesotho’s responses to ICOMOS request for additional 
information. 

The following are the responses to ICOMOS questions and request for 
additional information of Sehlabathebe National Park. ICOMOS has 
demanded details of additional information according to headings as 
follows; Identification;  Description of the property; Justification of 
Outstanding Universal Value under cultural criteria; State of 
Conservation; Protection and Management. 

 

 Identification 

1. The ICOMOS reviewers of the provided maps could not clearly identify the exact 
boundaries of the property and the buffer zone. Could the State Party provide an 
additional map which only illustrates the boundaries of the proposed property and the 
proposed buffer zone? 

Response 1 

Maps attached ( annex 1) 

2. The name proposed for the property extension is Sehlabathebe National Park, however 
a common name would need to be found for the existing World Heritage Site and its 
proposed extension. The South African authorities proposed that the name could be 
“Maloti Drakensberg Transboundary World Heritage Site”. As this name is not reiterated 
in the nomination dossier, it is not clear at present whether the proposed name is 
supported by both State Parties. 

Response 2 

The State Party was advised by the World Heritage Centre 
that the property be nominated as it appears in the 
Tentative List, that is; Sehlabathebe National Park.  It is 
then after the nomination dossier has been accepted that 
The Kingdom of Lesotho and The Republic of South Africa 
would then put a request to rename the property.  (attached 
is our email communication with WH Centre as annex 2) 

 

Description of the property 

3. The nomination dossier indicated that 65 rock art sites are included within the 
boundaries and are proposed for World Heritage Listing. A list of numbers (ARAL) and 
site names has been provided. Unfortunately no information is given on the exact 
location of each site nor the kind of rock art drawings, motives, techniques or state of 
conservation of these sites. ICOMOS would appreciate if the State Party could provide 
a more detailed inventory of the 65 sites, their age and techniques used, ideally 
including photographs, and also provide a map indicating where these rock art sites are 
located. 



 

 Response 3 
 
The rock art of Sehlabathebe is a representative of the rock art 
found in the Larger Drakensberg area.  The art of the SNP, in 
particular, is regarded as an excellent sample of the more 
southern expression of the Maloti Drakensberg rock art. It depicts 
the culture of the San, which was basically that of the hunter-
gatherers.  The paintings are also reflective of several subjects 
such as hunting, dancing and other mystical performances.  The 
eland is mostly dominant in animals scenes but other animals are 
also featured.   
 
Rock art in SNP like rock art found at UDP the paintings shows a 
strong link between the myth, ritual and the natural landscape 
and its resources, with an eland being the most common painted 
animal which indicates how it was highly valued by the San.  An 
eland painting is a symbol of, among other things the power the 
shamans harnessed to enter the spirit world.  It is pointed out 
that the shamans of San society, entered trance at a communal 
trance dance or in more solitary circumstance  In trance, they 
cured the sick, made rain, guided antelope towards hunters 
crouching in an ambush, and visited the spirit world where they 
could see God and all his animals, especially the most frequently 
painted creature, the eland (as stated in the UDP nomination 
dossier). 
  
Pigments used on paintings are also varied,  from dark red, 
brown, and white and yellow, applied in a variety of ways;  single 
color painting to a combination of colours, used to create effects 
that enhance the art.  Some rock art have a combination of 
humans and animals, but others are either humans or animal 
scenes alone.  The rock art in Sehlabathebe demonstrates a 
diversity of skills applied.  There is a variety of paintings from 
miniature art to larger prints. 
 

Justification of Outstanding Universal Value under cultural criteria 

4.     In which way do the 65 sites in Sehlabathebe complement the rock art sites in the 
uKhalamba / Drakensberg Park in South Africa ? How do the sites in the extension compare 
to those sites which are already listed in the uKhalamba / Drakensberg Park property? 

 Response 4 

Although rock art in both SNP and UDP is of the same period, the 
one in SNP contains more recent period elements such as 
domesticated animals and colonial scenes.  In addition, the rock 
art in SNP contain more depictions relating to overt ritual 



activity and less hallucinatory imagery.  The rock art provides a 
most recent history of a unique and coherent tradition thereby 
giving a complete history of the area. The diversity of subject 
matter as reflected from the paintings, compliments that of the 
greater Drakensberg region as it also depicts scenes of the early 
nineteenth when the San interacted with the Bantu people, as 
evidenced by domestic animals scenes.  Therefore the art 
provides a link between hunter-gatherers and early farming 
communities in Sub Saharan Africa. 

  

State of Conservation 

5.     Very little and generic data is provided on the state of conservation of the 65 rock art 
sites in Sehlabathebe National Park. Please could the State Party provide a more detailed 
overview – perhaps as part of the inventory requested in question 3 above – on the present 
condition of the rock art sites, in particular whether they have experienced threats or 
damages by anthropogenic or natural causes. 

Response 5 
 
The entire Sehlabathebe National Park is well managed and so is 
rock art in the park.  The park has never been largely occupied by 
human settlements and therefore that still left the park and 
resources in it less human-disturbed.   Park management took 
action in mitigating human threats posed by herders.  The 
practice of herding of cattle within the park boundary has now 
been stopped due to management interventions by the SNP 
officials. 
 
The rock art within the park was partly affected by human 
vandalism and natural causes but after the site was declared 
protected, the pictures that were not affected are still intact and 
largely visible. 
 
Threats and damages either by anthropogenic or natural causes 
 
Natural threats include flaking of the rock surfaces thereby 
leading to rock art surfaces to peel.  Direct sunlight also has a 
negative impact on the paintings together with harsh weather 
conditions.  Soot from fires by the herd boys, dust from the 
bottom of the rock surfaces beneath the paintings also have a 
negative on this rock art. 

 

Protection 

6.     The nomination dossier mentions access controls and security measures to prevent 
damage to rock art sites by vandalism or inappropriate use. Please could the State Party 



provide more information on the nature of the measures as well as their effectiveness? 
Present condition 

 

Response 6 
 
The control measures taken to prevent damage on the site 
include the construction of the Environment Centre which is 
planned as an interpretation centre that would also deal with the 
threats to rock art by creating awareness of its importance and 
value and also on the need to conserve and protect those rock art 
sites.  

Herding in the property is prohibited, Park Rangers do patrol all 
the time, as a result there is minimal damage done to the 
paintings by the animals. 

There are regular inspections of sites by the Rangers and heritage 
specialists and if anything unusual is noticed which it cannot be 
handled by the expertise available in Lesotho; assistance is 
sought from our South African counterparts. 

The SNP Management Plan (2008-2013) also highlighted the 
cultural historical objective to ensure that all cultural and 
historical resources including especially representative examples 
of san rock art are identified and effectively protected and 
included in the interpretative programme.  This management 
plan is due for review, and will focus on the strategies in the 
intense management and monitoring of these cultural resources 
that include the rock.  The process of review is expected to start 
before the end of December 2012.   

 

7.     Have all 65 rock art sites been designated – either individually or as a group – as 
national monuments according to the relevant cultural heritage legislation? 

Response 7 
All rock art sites are protected under the Historical Monuments, 
Relics, Fauna and Flora Act of 1967 which states in section 8 (b) 
that a “relic, any fossil of any kind, any drawing or painting on 
stone or petroglyph known or commonly believed to have been 
executed by Bushmen or other aborigines of southern Africa or by 
any people who inhabited or visited southern Africa in ancient 
days, and any implement or ornament known or commonly 
believed to have been used by them and any anthropological or 
archaeological contents of the graves, caves, rock shelters, 
middens, shell mounds or other sites used by them.  All rock art 
sites are Gazetted under  Proclamation of Monuments, Relics, 
Fauna and Flora Legal Notice No. 36 of 1969 as “ all engravings 



and paintings on the stone commonly known as Bushmen 
paintings” .    

 
This Act has been consequentially amended by the National 
Heritage Resources Act of 2011, where Section 2 (b) protects 
“rock art in the form of painting, engraving or other graphic 
representation on fixed rock surface, or loose rock stone which 
was executed by human and is older than fifty years.  

 
 

Management 

8.     The nomination dossier references the Sehlabathebe National Park management plan 
(2008-2013). Please would the State Party provide ICOMOS a copy of this plan? Is the plan 
supposed to be extended or is a new plan being drafted for use after 2013? 

 

Response 8 
 
The ICOMOS expert has been given the copy of the SNP 
management plan. 

 
We are in the process of reviewing it. 

 
We have also started the process of reviewing the Joint 
Management Plan. 

 
Measures that are taken in order to protect the site include 
amongst others, the tireless works/patrols that are taken by both 
SNP staff and the community as its custodians.  The 
Sehlabathebe National Park Tourism Business Plan (2008-2012) 
has been designed to direct tourism developments and provide 
access to the resources within SNP, while ensuring the protection 
of the fragile natural resources.  All these protection measures 
have been effective in the protection of the site.  Also, for the 
implementation plan of the Phase 3 of the Maluti Drakensberg 
Transfrontier Project, there is a component of funding proposed 
for the conservation of heritage resources around the site on 
conservation matters.   
 
Currently the new Enviroment Centre would provide educational 
programmes for management and protection of both natural and 
cultural heritage within the boundaries of the park. 

 

 



9.     Who are the members of the Joint Management Committee which coordinates the 
transboundary aspects of the site’s management? What activities characterize the joint 
management of the cultural assets? 

Response 9 

The Joint Management Committee was formed in April 2005 to 
ensure cooperative management through a Joint Management 
Plan.  The purpose of the JMC is to foster a spirit of cooperation 
and coordination, in order to facilitate by consensus, the joint 
management of both Parks in respect of but not limited to the 
following: 

 Veld management  
 Fire 
 Tourism 
 Cultural heritage management 
 Security 
 Exchange of technical and scientific information 
 Alien plant species control 
 Wildlife management 

 The JMC consisting of members from Ezemvelo KwaZulu-Natal 
Wildlife (SA) and the Ministry of Tourism, Environment and 
Culture (Lesotho) was established in 2005 for the express purpose 
of producing this Joint Management Plan for the Maloti 
Drakensberg Transfrontier Park (UDP / SNP) and has 
recommended it for authorisation. 

 

Monitoring 

10.  Annual monitoring of the condition of rock art sites is proposed as part of the standard 
monitoring procedures. What methodology is being used for these annual monitoring 
exercises and how are indicators for the assessment of changes established?  

 

Response 10 
 
The Departments of Environment and Culture are mandated is to 
undertake frequent inspections of sites to determine effects of 
natural processes, wild animals and illegal human activities.  
Where there is lack of expertise from the Lesotho, South African 
counterparts expertise is requested for help as it is stipulated in 
the Joint Management Plan.   
 
The JMC must ensure that appropriate Cultural Heritage 
Management Plans are developed for each Park in accordance 
with the relevant country specific legislation. Where possible the 



JMC should encourage collaboration on cultural heritage 
management and research throughout the MD TFP (UDP/SNP). 

Action Project TFP 6.5 (i): Develop collaborative Cultural 
Heritage Management Plans for each Park and ensure that 
there is adequate collaboration on cultural heritage 
management and research within the MD TFP (UDP/SNP). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Map showing the SNP Core area and Buffer zone (annex 1) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Map showing the values of the SNP that illustrate the Outstanding Universal Value 
(annex 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNEX 2 

Email communication with WH Centre  

Dear Mtene, 

Yes, you are right, in this case (transnational extension) you can keep the name as Sehlaba‐
Thebe National Park (as an extension of uKhahlamba Drakensberg). 

Best regards, 

Alessandro Balsamo 

 From: moitheri molibeli [mailto:mmolibeli@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 9:35 AM 
To: Balsamo, Alessandro 
Cc: wndoro@hotmail.com; Pascall Taruvinga; Mohai Mothusi; Tshwanelo Seeletsa; 
ntenem@yahoo.com 
Subject: RE: nomination of snp 

 Thanks Balsamo for the reply.  

 If I do understand you very well we can as well keep the name of the nominated 
property as Sehlaba-Thebe National Park (an extension to uKhahlamba Drakensberg 
World Heritage Site for now ,and after being considered by the Committe we can 
therefore propose the new name. 

 We therefore think it is better to keep it as it was in the tentative list for now. 
 
--- On Tue, 13/12/11, Balsamo, Alessandro <A.Balsamo@unesco.org> wrote: 

 
From: Balsamo, Alessandro <A.Balsamo@unesco.org> 
Subject: RE: nomination of snp 
To: "Eloundou Assomo, Lazare" <L.Eloundou-Assomo@unesco.org>, 
mmolibeli@yahoo.com 
Cc: "Thiam, Nana" <N.Thiam@unesco.org>, "Janikova, Luba" 
<L.Janikova@unesco.org> 
Date: Tuesday, 13 December, 2011, 2:40 AM 

Dear Mtene, 

 It is really not possible to name a site which is included on the Tentative List as 
“World Heritage Site” as this is a title which is given only after inscription by the 
Committee. 

Furthermore, we discourage the use of the world “World Heritage” in the official name 
of the site, even in a nomination, a this results redundant with the fact that, once 
inscribed it would  become the World Heritage property “Maloti Drakensberg 
Transboundary World Heritage Site”.  It would be therefore strongly recommended to 
keep out the words “World Heritage” from the proposed name. 



The proposed name should reflect the part of the extension and could simply be 
“Maloti Site” (as an extension to the uKhahlamba / Drakensberg Park [South Africa]). 
If and when the extension is approved by the Committee, the joint name will be 
applied.  
When you will be ready to propose the name, it will be enough to send a letter to 
change it on the current Tentative List. 

  

Best regards, 

  

Alessandro Balsamo 

Nominations and Tentative Lists Manager 

Policy and Statutory Implementation Section 

World Heritage Centre, UNESCO 

7, Place de Fontenoy 75352, Paris 07 SP  France 

Tel > +33(0)1.45.68.11.36 

Fax> +33(0)1.45.68.55.70 

  

visit our web site http://whc.unesco.org  

and subscribe to World Heritage http://whc.unesco.org/en/review  

   

From: Eloundou Assomo, Lazare  
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2011 6:06 PM 
To: 'mmolibeli@yahoo.com' 
Cc: Balsamo, Alessandro; Thiam, Nana 
Subject: RE: nomination of snp 

 Dear Mtene, 

 Sorry for my silence. I am copying my colleague Alessandro who will for sure 
provide you with a clear answer. 

 Take care and my regards to the Minister. 

 Lazare  

 --- On Thu, 1/12/11, moitheri molibeli <mmolibeli@yahoo.com> wrote: 

 
From: moitheri molibeli <mmolibeli@yahoo.com> 



Subject: nomination of snp 
To: L.Eloundou-Assomo@unesco.org 
Cc: wndoro@hotmail.com, tseeletsa@environment.gov.za 
Date: Thursday, 1 December, 2011, 10:38 PM 

Hello Lazare, 

How are you doing? We had a meeting with Department of Environmental Affairs - 
RSA among the issues that we discussed include the name to be used that would 
include both  SNP and UDP WH and we have agreed on it as Maloti Drakensberg 
Transboundary World Heritage Site. 

We therefore would like to know all procedures required for Lesotho to register the 
said name on the tentative list and what is required from  RSA. 

  

Thanks in advance. 

  

Matsosane Molibeli (Mrs) 

Principal Musuem Curator 

Department of Culture 

Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Culture 

Maseru 

LESOTHO 

  

cell: 00266 63045370 
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