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HERITAGE CITIES AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Sinkhole caused by floods in the Blessemdistrict of Erftstadt, Germany. ©  AP - Rhein-Erft-Kreis
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COASTAL WORLD HERITAGE CITIES

© Ministère de la Culture et de la Francophonie du Côte d'Ivoire

© Ko Hon Chiu Vincent
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State of Conservation Analysis (2017-2019)

42 out of the 131 reports concern coastal and port World Heritage Cities
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2005  Climate Change impacts on World 
Heritage brought to the attention of 
the World Heritage Committee by 
concerned organizations and 
individuals

2006 Report on Predicting and Managing 
the Effects of Climate Change on 
World Heritage

Strategy to Assist States Parties to 
the Convention to Implement 
Appropriate Management 
Responses

2007 Policy Document on the impacts of 
Climate Change on World Heritage 
properties

1972 World Heritage Convention and climate change

World Heritage City Dialogues - World Cities Day 2021



World Heritage and Sustainable Urban Development
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HUL Recommendation

2011 UNESCO Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape 
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Portovenere, Cinque Terre, and the Islands (Palmaria, Tino 
and Tinetto) (Italy) © Ko Hon Chiu Vincent

Medina of Essaouira (formerly Mogador) (Morocco)
Ko Hon Chiu Vincent © Ko Hon Chiu Vincent

Royal Palaces of Abomey. 
Thierry Joffroy © CRA-terre / Ensag



The HUL Approach: Layering Of Heritage Values

2011 UNESCO Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape 

© Bruno Doucin
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World Heritage City Lab 2020: Post-Covid recovery and resilience

2011 UNESCO Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape 

On 17 June 2020, the World Heritage City Webinar gathered an
international panel of World Heritage City mayors and experts to share
their views and experiences.

A series of five online sessions of 2.5 hours each took place online in
English and French between 17 and 26 June.
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Complementary Initiatives And Reference Materials

World Heritage

Cities Programme 

HUL 

Recommendation

Urban Notebooks World Heritage

City Lab

World Heritage

City Dialogues 

World Heritage

Canopy

The World Heritage Cities 

Programme is one of six 
thematic programmes

formally approved and 

monitored by the World 
Heritage Committee. 313 

World Heritage properties
http://whc.unesco.org/en/cit

ies/

Theoretical and 

methodological material  to 
support management of 

urban heritage; monitoring 

reports; UNESCO 
Decisions and Resolutions 

concerning the 
Recommendation; Member 

State Survey Reports; 

Expert Workshops 

Monthly e-newsletter on 

conservation and 
management of urban 

heritage includes 

innovative practices in 
support of integrating 

heritage conservation with 
sustainable urban 

development. In English, 

French, and Spanish.

Innovative global and 

collaborative workshops to 
support co-creation of 

strategies strategies and 

solutions to the challenges 
of managing World 

Heritage cities based on 
practical case studies 

A virtual platform for site 

managers and local 
authorities to meet, 

exchange, and share 

across their region their 
knowledge, innovations, 

experiences.

A platform of innovative 

practices and strategies 
that further heritage 

protection for sustainable 

development including 
the implementation of the 

HUL Recommendation.

2011 UNESCO Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape 
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Canopy – New Platform of Innovative Practices and Strategies

whc.unesco.org/en/canopy/
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World Heritage Climate Observatory
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Jaipur City, Rajasthan © DROHAH Jaipur City, Rajasthan © DROHAH

World Heritage Cities
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© UNESCO

© Google Earth

World Heritage Cities and Climate Change
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10th Anniversary of the HUL Recommendation

Topics covered:

• Governance schemes;

• Financing models;

• Heritage management in rapidly 

changing cities;

• Heritage for sustainable development;

• Holistic protection of the natural 

environment.
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On June 23, on the occasion of the
10th Anniversary of the HUL
Recommendation, UNESCO
launched the Call for Action on HUL.

The Call breaks the
Recommendation down into
concrete “Three Actions” in order to
promote the implementation of HUL
in cities.

Sign up on
whc.unesco.org/en/events/1596/

HUL Call for Action
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Next steps and upcoming events
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A series of events following-up the
HUL 10th Anniversary 

October 2021 Newsletter

© Ko Hon Chiu Vincent

© Waqqas Akhtar

© New Dutch Waterline

© Ko Hon Chiu Vincent



Main takeaways from the HUL Recommendation 10 th Anniversary Event
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Regional takeaways from the Arab States region
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Adapting Cities for Climate Resilience – World Cities Day 2021

Questions for open discussion:

▪Has your city suffered any climate-related disaster?

▪ What have been some actions you have taken toward Climate Change adaptation 
and resilience?

▪ Are you taking any steps towards the implementation of the HUL Call for Action? 

▪ What are the key challenges in the implementation of the HUL Approach in your 
city?
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Thank you
UNESCO World Heritage Centre

Jyoti HOSAGRAHAR, Deputy-Director
UNESCO World Heritage Centre

j.hosagrahar@unesco.org

https://whc.unesco.org/en/cities/

mailto:j.hosagrahar@unesco.org
https://whc.unesco.org/en/cities/

