Recommendation from the Nordic World Heritage Seminar

Vega, Norway, 30-31 August 2004
The Nordic meeting, held in Vega, Norway, was attended by 22 natural and cultural heritage experts from Greenland, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden and Norway, and representatives from ICOMOS, IUCN and the UNESCO - World Heritage Centre. It was organised jointly by the Friends of Vega Islands and the Nordic World Heritage Foundation, with the financial support of the Nordic Council of Ministers. The agenda of the meeting, the list of participants and the national tentative lists discussed are included in ANNEX I, II and III and in the report of the meeting.
The participants expressed their gratitude for the funding of the meeting from the Nordic Council of Ministers and for the co-ordination of the meeting by the Friends of Vega Islands and the Nordic World Heritage Foundation. 

Taking into account the World Heritage Global Strategy for a balanced and representative World Heritage List and the Committee’s strategic reflections (Budapest Declaration 2002), and after detailed presentations by the national and international experts, and constructive discussions, the meeting came to the following recommendations:

1. The participants encouraged the Nordic Council of Ministers and other relevant authorities in the Nordic region to take into account the recommendations of this meeting. 
2. The participants noted that preliminary work has been carried out on a project for the identification of potential sites in the Arctic Region and encouraged the Nordic World Heritage Foundation and the UNESCO – World Heritage Centre to cooperate in the organisation of an expert meeting on the Arctic Heritage.

3. The participants stressed the importance to work for a better coverage of Nordic natural sites in the existing World Heritage List, such as marine areas, freshwater systems and geological heritage. In order to improve the process the Nordic World Heritage Foundation was encouraged to organise a Nordic expert seminar to overview potential natural sites and strengthening the work on the national level.

4. The participants encouraged ICOMOS to undertake a number of thematic and regional/global studies including modern movement architecture, industrial heritage, and to update existing thematic studies.
5. The participants underlined the obligation of States Parties to prepare comparative studies and comprehensive management plans, in particular for living cities and cultural landscapes.
6. The participants recognised the efforts of the Nordic Region in the implementation of the Global Strategy and encouraged the Nordic World Heritage Foundation to continue its international cooperation in this field.
7. The participants underlined the importance of the Nordic Council of Ministers support for the follow up of an inventory of traditional coastal archipelago historic settlements to look at the possibilities for Nordic/Baltic World Heritage cooperation. They encouraged further coordination with the Working Group on the Coastal Culture and Maritime Heritage under the Monitoring Group of the Cultural Heritage Cooperation in the Baltic Sea States.
8. The participants emphasised that the involvement of all stakeholders in the nomination process and conservation, as well as public information and local participation, is important. 
9. With reference to Periodic Reporting the representatives from the Nordic region expressed their wish to continue the collaboration with the Nordic World Heritage Foundation on coordination of national reports and the production of the sub-regional synthesis reports.
10. The participants encouraged all relevant agencies and organisations to look closely at the interaction between tangible and intangible heritage.

In conclusion the participants presented the above recommendations to the Nordic States Parties, the World Heritage Committee, the UNESCO – World Heritage Centre and the Advisory Bodies, emphasising the joint regional approach of the Nordic countries in the implementation of the Global Strategy for a better balanced and more representative World Heritage List and in Periodic Reporting. The participants also encouraged local, regional and national authorities to take the recommendations into account and co-operate with advisory bodies, scientific institutions and NGOs.






