Conclusions and recommendations of the co-ordination meeting

Periodic Reporting in the Nordic and the Baltic countries

Riga, Latvia 18-19 September 2003

In 1998 the World Heritage Committee adopted a Format and Explanatory Notes for Periodic Reporting on the protection of the world’s cultural and natural sites on the UNESCO List. Reporting will be done on a regional basis and over 6-years cycle. There is an obvious need to handle the comprehensive information that will result.  At a meeting on periodic reporting on 1 July 2003, during the World Heritage Committee Meeting at UNESCO’s headquarters in Paris, the World Heritage Centre requested the NWHF to offer technical coordination of periodic reporting work to the Nordic-Baltic countries and to produce an executive summary from the sub-region.

The Latvian Government generously offered to host a periodic reporting coordination meeting for the Nordic and Baltic State Parties in Riga, Latvia 18-19 of September 2003.

The co-ordination meeting was attended by 13 representatives from the Nordic and Baltic countries and two representatives from the Nordic World Heritage Foundation. The meeting was organised jointly by the Latvian State Inspection for Heritage Protection and NWHF. 

The meeting noted that the Nordic World Heritage Foundation will, with assistance from the Swedish National Heritage Board, take responsibility for producing the Executive Summary for the Nordic-Baltic Sub-Region, based on funding from each State Party.

After two days of presentations and discussions the meeting came to the following conclusions:

1. The participants recalled that the Baltic countries participate in the reporting exercise of the Nordic countries, as was decided in Latvia, June 2003, during a Regional Meeting on the harmonisation of Tentative Lists in the Baltic Region (). The meeting recognised the need to well coordinate the work of the focal points and the site managers for drafting the report.

2. The participants recognised the need to prepare and submit the Periodic Reports in accordance with the time schedule set by the World Heritage Committee (appendix II).

3. The participants discussed the sequence of reporting. In accordance with the time schedule (appendix II), the States Parties are to submit Section I by June 2004, and Section II by June 2005, to the World Heritage Centre. If the States Parties find it suitable to report on both sections by June 2004, the World Heritage Centre will welcome this. 

4. They also recognised the benefit of adopting a Work Plan (appendix III) as a common planning device for easy reference and comparison of the progress of, and the measures taken in, the periodic reporting process in the different countries. In line with the spirit of the meeting, the Work Plan will facilitate the sharing of knowledge and experiences between the States Parties.

5. The participants agreed to have a draft Work Plan for Periodic Reporting for each State Party ready by 10 November 2003 and that these plans will be made available for discussion and sharing of ideas.

6. The meeting awaits the revised Questionnaire for Periodic Reporting, which is expected to be issued by the World Heritage Centre by the end of November 2003. The Questionnaire will be available electronically through the World Heritage Centre’s website and is directly connected to the World Heritage Centre’s database. The World Heritage Centre strongly recommends that the States Parties fill in the Questionnaire on-line independently of other forms of submission.  

7. The meeting noted that the Nordic World Heritage Foundation will, with assistance from the Swedish National Heritage Board, take responsibility for producing the Executive Summary for the Nordic-Baltic Sub-Region, based on funding from each State Party. The participants approved that costs will be divided between States Parties according to the number of World Heritage sites to be reported on in each country. The States Parties will be presented with a draft budget in the near future. The Executive Summary will be presented to the States Parties for comments before submission to the World Heritage Centre. 

8. The participants discussed the use of an IT-tool to facilitate Periodic Reporting in the Sub-Region and Sweden recommended the adoption of the IT-tool Publikit, developed by the Nordic World Heritage Foundation in co-operation with UNEP and GRID-Arendal, and financed by the Nordic countries and the World Heritage Centre. Publikit will be adapted to the World Heritage Centre’s electronic Questionnaire and database system (see article 4 above). The meeting also noted the cooperation with the Council of Europe and its HEREIN project. It is recommended that all information be made available via the web page of the World Heritage Centre.

9. Considering the costs of updating and using Publikit, the participants welcomed a proposal from the Icelandic representative to apply for funding from the Nordic Cultural Fund to cover expenses related to the adoption of Publikit. A draft proposal is to be prepared by Iceland and Sweden and submitted to all the Nordic and Baltic States Parties for comments. The final proposal is to be submitted to the Fund by the Nordic World Heritage Foundation before 1 February 2004.

10. The meeting requested that “model” Management Plans are made available to participants facing the issue of improving their management systems. 

11. The need for further Nordic-Baltic coordination meetings will be considered as work proceeds. An Executive Summary meeting in October/November 2004 will be considered.

