Summary Report of the Information Meeting 

on 

Periodic Reporting for Europe and North America
(7 December 2004, Paris, UNESCO HQ) 

An Information Meeting was held in UNESCO during the 7th Extraordinary Session of the World Heritage Committee to inform the States Parties of progress made in the preparation of the Periodic Reporting exercise in Europe and North America (Agenda enclosed as Annex I ). The meeting was attended by 84 representatives of the States Parties concerned as well as the Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee, Mr Themba P Wakashe, and the Advisory Bodies IUCN, ICOMOS and ICCROM. 

The meeting was opened by Mr Tamás Fejérdy as Chairperson of the Working Group recalling that it was established in Nicosia (Cyprus) in 2003. He underlined the importance of finalising the reports for 31 December 2004.

Mr Christopher Young, Rapporteur of the Working Group, again stated the importance of the deadline and hoped that 100% responses from States Parties would be reached for Section I. Since the time available for the analysis of the reports, the sub-regional synthesis reports production and the subsequent preparation of the Working Document and its translation is very limited, he underlined that the timely involvement of the States Parties in this process is very important. 

Ms Rossler (Chief, Europe and North America) welcomed the meeting on behalf of the World Heritage Centre and introduced the Europe team, Ms Sayn-Wittgenstein (Northern Europe and Baltic States), Ms Manz (Western Europe), Ms Ohinata (Central and Eastern Europe) as well as Ms Poettering (Periodic Reporting Tool) and Ms Delsol (Assistant; managing the database for all focal points). She then presented the issues to be discussed.

1.
Working Group

It was recalled that the Working Group should be reactivated and that close collaboration could be achieved through an electronic network. In this respect it is vital that all States Parties check the e-mail addresses of their focal points.

2.
Sub-Regional Grouping

With regard to the Sub-Regional division of the States Parties (Annex II) Mr Young recalled the example of the Nordic and Baltic Region having chosen to form a sub-region and explained that the other sub-regional groupings have been selected with regard to their natural location in the regions. The Grouping will be the same for Section II.

3.
Presentation of Sub-Regional Reports

Concerning the proposal how to present the Sub-Regional synthesis reports to the 29th session of the World Heritage Committee in Durban (South Africa), it was decided to present the results to the Committee as follows: (1) North America (Section I and II); (2) Western Europe (Section I) and (3) Eastern Europe (Section I); In addition a lunchtime session for more detailed presentations and discussions of the sub-regional synthesis reports, following the Latin America and the Caribbean example, was accepted by the participants of the meeting. The proposal will be included in the Timetable of the 29th session of World Heritage Committee. 

4.
Advisory Bodies

The involvement of the Advisory Bodies in the review of the reports is an integral part of the overall analysis and is essential for the development of regional strategies, identifying needs for capacity building and development, as Periodic Reporting has a long term vision and action plans need to be developed as follow-up to Section I and in particular to Section II. 

5. 
Electronic Analyses and Statistical Evaluation Programme for Periodic Reporting
The analytical programme developed in the World Heritage Centre, presented by Ms Poettering, will allow a statistical evaluation of the answers provided in the on-line questionnaire. This programme can only analyse the yes/no and multiple-choice questions. The analysis of answers this programme offers will be very useful for the sub-regional synthesis reports and will be available to the consultants/resource persons who will be preparing these reports. However to date less than 1/3 of States Parties have started filling-in the on-line questionnaire.

6.
Focal Points

Those States Parties that have not identified a focal point or whose focal points have changed should urgently contact the World Heritage Centre by fax, letter or e-mail providing the details of the focal point and requesting a password for the on-line tool (c.delsol@unesco.org).

7.
On-line Questionnaire/tool

For any questions and problems with the on-line tool the focal point or State Party should contact the IMS-Team in the World Heritage Centre. Some formatting problems and space limitations, which were mentioned during the meeting, will be addressed shortly. It was discussed that all comments should be collected and reviewed to improve the system for the second cycle.

8.
Section II - change of deadline date

Due to the very limited time available for the analysis of Section II in which a total of 258 sites will be reported on, participants of the meeting agreed to advance the deadline date for the submission of Section II to 31 October 2005.

9.
Meeting for Europe and North America (2005)

Germany offered to host the proposed meeting for Europe and North America to follow-up on Section I of Periodic Reporting and to discuss future strategies, action plans and any proposals for follow-up for the reflection year scheduled for 2007. The meeting will be held in Berlin (Germany) and the exact date in autumn 2005 is still to be confirmed.  

10.
Retroactive Inventory Project

The meeting was informed of the Retroactive Inventory Project started by the World Heritage Centre, and commencing with the European Region, which looks at the completeness of all nomination dossiers and in particular those dossiers that were prepared before 1992 (i.e. inadequate maps, definition of boundaries, geographical information etc.). This work is being organised by alphabetical order and the States Parties in Europe will be contacted shortly.

11.
Support

A number of States Parties offered their support, including for Bosnia and Herzegovina by Hungary and support was also offered by the United States to any State Party that may need assistance with Section I and Section II. 

The Chairperson thanked all participants for their valuable contributions and in particular Germany for the offer to host such an important meeting for representatives of all European countries. He then closed the session.

Annex I

AGENDA

1. 
Opening by Tamás Fejérdy (Chairperson) and Christopher Young
(Rapporteur) 

2. 
Introduction and update 
Mechtild Rössler (Chief, Europe Unit)
· Sub-regional division

· Information on preparation of Sub-Regional Synthesis Reports and Regional Report

· Timing of Advisory Bodies review

3.
Electronic Analysis and Statistical Evaluation Programme for Periodic Reporting 


Presentation by Jorun Poettering (WHC/EUR)
4.
Proposal for presentation of Periodic Report (Regional Synthesis Reports) at 29th session of World Heritage Committee

5.
Timetable for Section I and Section II

6. 
Proposal for the organisation of  "Regional Meeting of European States Parties"


(Action Plan, Follow-up to Section I and Final Stages of Section II)

7. Other issues

	Sub-Regional Grouping of States Parties

	Nordic and Baltic  Region
	 Western European Region
	Mediterranean  Region 
	Central and South Eastern Region
	Eastern European Region 
	North America

	Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Latvia, Lithuania, Sweden
	Austria, Germany, Switzerland

 
	Andorra, Portugal, Spain
	Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Former YR of Macedonia,  Hungary, Poland, Romania, Serbia & Montenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia
	Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russian Federation, Ukraine
	USA, Canada 

	
	Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxemburg, Netherlands,  Monaco, United Kingdom
	Cyprus, Greece, Holy Sea, Italy, Israel, Malta, San Marino, Turkey
	
	
	

	8 States Parties
	10 States Parties
	11 States Parties
	12 States Parties
	7 States Parties
	2 States Parties

	50 States Parties

	                       5 Sub-Regional Synthesis Reports


	Report on Section I and II
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