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Answers to the Questionnaire on Climate Change and World Heritage- Endangered Ancient Coastal sites in Israel
1. The name of the state party: State of Israel.

2. The name of the individual completing this questionnaire:  

Dr. Ehud Galili, Israel Antiquities authority, 

POB 180 Atlit. Israel, 04 6260979
3. The cultural and the natural heritage of Israel are strongly affected by climate change. The coastal and underwater archaeological heritage is rapidly eroded by the sea. The ancient coastal cities of Ashkelon, Yavne-Yam, Appollonia, Caesarea, Dor, Atlit, Acre and Achzib are currently being eroded by the rising sea. Acre is a declared World Heritage Site, while many of the other sites are included in the Tentative List of the State of Israel.  In addition, submerged prehistoric settlements, in the shallow water, are exposed, due to changes in sedimentation patterns. Subsequent to their exposure, these sites are rapidly abraded by the sea. The endangered unique cultural heritage of the Israeli coast reflects important chapters and events in the history of humanity for the last ten thousand years starting with the first Mediterranean fishing village, the first Empires, the foundation stones of the major monotheistic religions and other major historical events. Many of these cultural monuments along the Israeli coast might vanish in few decades unless intensive rescue and protection activities are initiated. 

Various legal mechanisms are used to control development in the coastal strip including the Antiquities Law, Planning and Building Law, Nature and Parks Law and the Law for the Protection of Coastal Environments.
4. Various state and other bodies in Israel are concerned in preserving the coastal cultural and natural heritage. The nature and the scale of the damages to this heritage are being constantly monitored by the Israel Antiquities Authority. These monitoring activities revealed major damage to coastal and underwater archaeological sites, including the collapse of sea-wall structures and installations. In certain places the erosion rate is almost one metre per year. 
5. Some action is being taken on these subjects. 

a) The Israel Antiquities Authority carries underwater rescue surveys aimed at locating, documenting, and studying sites and artifacts which are exposed and threatened by immediate danger. The cost of the project is about 1,500,000 NIS annually. 
b) The damage to the ancient coastal cities is constantly monitored by the Israel Antiquities Authority including observation and photography.

 c) A risk assessment document of the ancient coastal heritage is being prepared by the Israel Antiquities Authority. This document is a part of a multidisciplinary national assessment document for risks in the coastal zone prepared by the Prime Minister's Office jointly with the Ministry of Environment, the Israel Antiquities Authority and other parties. 
 d) A pilot project for protecting and preserving the sea wall of Ashkelon (an ancient coastal settlement) was recently planned and is currently carried out by the Israel Antiquities Authority with a budget of ca. 600.000 NIS.

e) Plans for protecting and preserving the coastal sites of Apollonia (an ancient coastal settlement and a crusader fortress) were recently completed and the works are about to be started during the beginning of 2007 with a budget of ca. 3,000,000 NIS.

f) Plans for protecting and preserving the sea walls of Akko (an ancient world heritage coastal site and a crusader fortress) were prepared by the Israel Antiquities Authority and the ancient sea walls of the "Pisan Harbour" were protected during 2006 by a stone made sea wall. The cost of the project was ca. 500,000 NIS.

g) Plans for protecting and preserving the coastal sites of Ashkelon Maiumas (A Byzantine coastal site) were completed and the site was protected during 2006 by a 500 metre long sea-wall made of special plastic bags. The project was financed by the Prime Minister's office with a budget of about 3,000,000 NUS.
6. Several national and few international organizations have shown interests in this problem among them are:

· The Prime Minister's Office

· The Ministry of Environment

· Ministry of Education Culture, the Israel National Commission for UNESCO and the Israel World Heritage Committee

· Israel Parks and Nature Authority. 

· Municipalities of Akko, Herzliya and Ashkelon. 

· The Israel Electric Corporation.

In the past some projects concerning the management of the Marine cultural heritage were proposed (but not implemented) in the framework of Euromed Heritage 1 of the European Commission, the Cypriot Ministry of Education Department of Antiquities and the Municipality of Pisa in Italy.
7. The destruction of cultural and natural coastal assets was brought to the attention of the Authorities with the presentation of this issue in the Israel Knesset (House of Representatives) in the framework of the Law for the Protection of Coastal Environments. Memorandums and letters were written to politicians. The President of Israel, ministers, parliamentarians, mayors, and other influential officials were given guided tours of the spoiled areas.   Public awareness was raised by articles in diving Magazines, lectures, popular press, radio talks, television shows, and other media.
8. The State of Israel has proposed a European Mediterranean project of collaboration for the protection and preservation of underwater and cultural heritage. The project will include the followings:

 a) Initiating the preparation of a risk assessment Atlas of the endangered marine cultural heritage along the Mediterranean coasts.  The Atlas will cover the coasts of all the Mediterranean countries. It will include a division of the various coats according to degrees of risks in different coastal segments, categories of risks, priorities for preservation and protection.

b) Assessment of means of preservation, time and schedule of activities.
c) Establishing budgetary and funding for the short and the long terms.

d) Planning a series of pilot projects in the Mediterranean countries according to priorities including their monitoring.
e) According to the results of the pilot projects a comprehensive programme for the preservation and protection of the marine heritage in the long term for the Mediterranean will be established. 
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