
High-Level Consultation Workshop on the conservation of Phong Nha Ke Bang National Park (Vietnam) and Hin Namno National Conservation Area (Lao PDR) 
7 –11 December 2006, Hanoi and Quang Binh Province, Vietnam
Tentative Workshop Programme 

* Workshop participants are arriving at Hanoi on 6 December 2006. 
7 December 2006 (Thursday)

DAY ONE
08:00-08:30 Registration 
08:30-09:10 
OPENING CEREMONY 

· Mr Le Kinh Tai, Secretary-General of Vietnam National Commission for UNESCO

· Mr Kishore Rao, Deputy Director, UNESCO World Heritage Centre

· High-ranking Official from the Government of Lao PDR
· High ranking Official from the Government of Vietnam 

09:10-09:30
Introduction of the Workshop Objectives and Programme by Feng Jing, Programme Specialist, Asia and Pacific Section, UNESCO World Heritage Centre
09:30-12:00
SESSION ONE: General Overview for Site Managers and National Experts


Chairman: Mr Le Kinh Tai, Secretary-General
· Overview on the World Heritage conservation and promotion of transboundary World Heritage nomination in the context of the World Heritage Convention (Mr Feng Jing – UNESCO/WHC);
· World Heritage Convention and its implementation in Vietnam (Representative from the Ministry of Culture and Information, Department of Cultural Heritage)
· World Heritage Convention and its implementation in Lao PDR (Representative to be selected by Lao PDR) 

12:00-12:20

Summarizing session one 
12:30-14:00

Lunch break
14:30-17:00
SESSION TWO: Review of current state of conservation and exchange of conservation and management experiences 

(Chairman: Dr Katherine Warner, IUCN Vietnam)
· Phong Nha Ke Bang National Park (PHKB) natural World Heritage property: its conservation and management (by Representative from Vietnam)
· Hin Namno National Conservation Area (HNCA): its conservation and management (by representative from Lao PDR)
· Assessment of natural heritage value on the future transboundary World Heritage nomination, identification of statement of Outstanding Universal Value (Dr Elery Hamilton Smith)

· Complementary cooperation mechanism for the future transboundary WH nomination and for effectively managing the WH complex (Latsamay Sylavong, IUCN Lao PDR) 
17:17:30 
Discussions
17:30-18:00
Summarizing session two 
18:30

Dinner

8 December (Friday)
DAY TWO 
08:00
Breakfast
08:30-12:00
SESSION THREE: Current level of transboundary cooperation and opportunities for a potential transboundary World Heritage property

(Co-chairmen: Representative from Vietnamese Ministry of Environment and the Minister of Lao PDR Forestry Ministry)

· Karst landscape and site conservation of PHKB and HNCA as a transboundary natural heritage property (Dr Elery Hamilton Smith) 

· Requirements for the transboundary World Heritage nomination in conformity with the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention ( Mr Feng Jing, WHC) 
· Community participation and involvement in the preparation of transboundary WH nomination WH, including the current framework agreement (Ms Latsamay Sylavong, IUCN/Lao PDR) 
12:00-12:30
Summarizing the session and identification of priorities for preparing transboundary 

WH nomination. 
12:30-14:00
Lunch break 
14:30-15:30
SESSION FOUR: Recommendations towards preparing transboundary WH nomination and adoption of a high-level Declaration

Chairman: Mr Kishore Rao, Deputy Director, UNESCO/WHC
· Strategy on capacity building, assessment, research and presentation of the natural heritage value to the public through bilateral cooperation (Dr Katherine Warner, IUCN Vietnam) 

· Presentation of a High-level Declaration to be endorsed by the Representatives of the two governments (UNESCO)
15:30-16:30
Open discussions
16:30-17:00
Closing ceremony and endorsement of a High-Level Declaration including a Plan 

of Action 
18:30

Dinner 

9 December (Saturday)

DAY THREE
08:30—18:00 

Leaving for Quang Binh Province, field visit to Phong Nha-Ke Bang World Heritage site to be arranged by the Vietnamese authorities

10-11 December Field visits at PNKB, Vietnam
12 December Participants leaving Vietnam
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