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Item 4 of the Provisional Agenda : Exam nation of nom nations
of cultural and natural properties on the Wrld Heritage List
and the List of Wrld Heritage in Danger

SUWARY

This docunent contains recommendations made by the Bureau at
its twenty-first session (June 1997) regarding the nom nations
of properties for inscription on the Wrld Heritage List and
i nformation recei ved. The Bur eau is asked to make
recommendations to the Commttee regarding referred back
nom nations for conplenentary inforantion as well as earlier
deferred/referred nom nations for which additional information
has been received. The Bureau's recomendations wll Dbe
transmtted to the Commttee during its session under worKking
docunment WHC- 97/ CONF. 208/ 10Rev.

Decision required : In accordance wth paragraph 65 of the
Operational CGuidelines, the Bureau is requested to exam ne the
nom nations for inscription on the World Heritage List and nake
recomendations to the Committee in the following four
cat egori es:

(a) properties which it recomends to inscribe on the List of
Wrld Heritage in Danger (after exam nation of the working
docunent (WHC- 97/ CONF. 207/ 2) ;

(b) properties which it recomends to inscribe on the Wrld
Heritage List;

(c) properties which it decides not to reconmend to inscribe
on the List;

(d) properties whose consideration is deferred.




A NATURAL PROPERTI ES

The Bureau, at its twenty-first session, examned 13 natura
nom nations and one m xed site received for review by 1UCN. The
Bureau also exam ned two previously deferred nom nations. The
Centre furthernore informed the Bureau that two sites were
wi thdrawn by States Parties: Fossil Forest of Dunarobba (ltaly)
and Vodl ozero National Park (Russian Federation).

The Bureau decided not to exam ne the nom nation of Biogradska
Gora National Park (No. 838) submtted by the Federal Republic
of Yugosl avia (Serbia and Montenegro) as well as the nom nation
of Central Karakorum National Park (No. 802) subnmitted by
Paki st an.

Al Inscription of properties on the List of Wrld Heritage in
Danger

The Bureau, at its thirty-first session, recomended to the
Commttee to inscribe the followwng two sites on the List of
Wrl d Heritage in Danger

-  Okapi Faunal Reserve (Denocratic Republic of the
Congo)

- Kahuzi - Bi ega National Park (Denocratic Republic of the
Congo)

The Bureau is requested to consider if other properties should
be recommended for inscription on the List of World Heritage in
Danger (after examnation of the working docunent WHC
97/ CONF. 207/ 2) .

A 2 Properties for which the nomnations were referred
back for conplenentary information

Macquari e Island 629 Rev. Australia N(i) (iv)

The Bureau noted that the nomi nation was submitted for its
geol ogical features resulting fromits |ocation at the edge of
two tectonic plates.

The Bureau noted that |IUCN has received further information
from the Australian authorities and external reviewers of the
nom nation dossier. These concern both the significance of
Macquarie's geological and biological values and further
conparative data on islands of the southern ocean.

The Bureau referred this nom nation back to Australia in order
that this new material can be assessed in |ight of additiona

natural heritage criteria. If this information is received by
15 Septenber 1997, IUCN is asked to provide its evaluation to
the twenty-first extraordinary session of the Bureau in
Novenmber 1997. The information received from the Australian
authorities on 15 Septenber 1997 has been transmitted to | UCN
for eval uation.



The Sunder bans 798 Bangl adesh N(ii)(iv)

The Bureau decided to refer the property back to the State
Party, as it does not neet the conditions of integrity on its
own. The Bureau suggested that the authorities of Bangladesh
consider enlarging the nomnation to include the Sundarbans
East and South WIldlife Sanctuaries.

The Bureau furthernore encouraged the authorities of Bangl adesh
and of India to discuss the possibility for creating a
transfrontier site with the adjoining Sundarbans National Park
and Wrld Heritage site (India). The information submtted by
Bangl adesh, on 3 Septenber 1997, has been transmitted to | UCN
for eval uation.

Nati onal Reserve of 799 Kenya
Maasai Mar a

The Bureau noted that the site, on its own, does not neet
natural criteria. However, the Bureau noted that this site is
an integral conponent of the Serengeti ecosystem and hence
coul d be considered as an extension to the Wrld Heritage site
of Serengeti National Park in Tanzani a.

The Bureau encouraged the Kenyan authorities to work together
with the Governnent of Tanzania for a transfrontier agreenent
to extend the Serengeti Wrld Heritage site to include the
Nati onal Reserve of Masai Mara. The Bureau expressed concerns
over the integrity of the National Reserve of Masai Mara and
asked the Centre to transmt these comments to the authorities
of both Tanzania and Kenya and to request their replies by 15
Septenber 1997. The information received from the Kenyan
authorities, dated 8 Septenber 1997, has been transmtted to
| UCN for eval uati on.

Mount Kenya Nati onal 800 Kenya NGEDICRED)
Par k/ Nat ural For est

The Bureau recomended that the Committee inscribe this
property under natural criteria (ii) and (iii) as one of the
nmost i npressive |andscapes of Eastern Africa with its rugged
gl acier-cl ad summ ts and forested sl opes illustrating
out st andi ng ecol ogi cal processes.

The Bureau noted that M. Kenya is also a UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve and wll be the subject of a periodic review to
strengthen its Biosphere Reserve functions. Under the
statutory franmework for Biosphere Reserves, such periodic
reviews are required every ten years. The Bureau however
expressed concern about illegal deforestation and encroachnment
on the slopes of M. Kenya and recommended that the Kenyan
authorities reduce the size of the nom nated area by excluding
heavily inpacted forests. The Bureau asked the Centre to
contact the Kenyan authorities and request them to provide
details of actions they intend to take to i nprove managenent of



the forested zone, and a detailed nmap of the revised boundaries
of the property before 15 Septenber 1997. The information
received fromthe Kenyan authorities, dated 10 Septenber 1997,
has been transmtted to I UCN for eval uation.

B. M XED PRCPERTI ES

B.1 Properties which the Bureau recommended for inscription on
the World Heritage List under natural criteria and whose
nom nati ons have been referred back for conplenentary
information concerning cultural criteria

Nanme of Property I denti - State Party Citeria
fication having submtted
nunber t he nom nati on

i n accordance
wth Article 11
of the Convention

Pyr énées - 773 France/ Spai n NCi ) (Tii)
Mount Perdu

The Bureau recommended that the Committee inscribe the site
under natural criteria (i) and (iii). The cal careous massif of
the Munt Perdu displays in a classic way a nunber of
geol ogical landforns including deep canyons and spectacular
cirque walls. It is also an outstanding scenic |andscape wth
meadows, |akes, caves and forests on nountain slopes. In
addition, the area is of high interest to science and
conservation

The Bureau took note of the change of the name of the site

from"Mnt "Perdu/ Tres Seroles" to "Pyrénées - Munt Perdu”, as
proposed by the two States Parties, and was infornmed that the
site was originally submtted in 1995 under natural criteria.
In April 1997 the authorities of France and Spain informed the
Centre that they wish also to nomnate the area as a cultura

| andscape under cultural criteria. The Bureau noted that this
site is not included in the tentative lists of France and
Spain. If the States Parties take action to include the site in
their respective tentative lists by 1 Septenber 1997, | COMOS
would be able to carry out an evaluation mssion for the
cultural |andscape aspects in tinme to report back to the
twenty-first extraordinary session of the Bureau. The Wrld
Heritage Centre has received the two tentative lists from the
States Parties concerned and sent the nom nation dossier to
| COMOS for eval uation.

Si biloi/Central Island 801 Kenya N(i) (iv)



Nat i onal Parks

The Bureau recommended the Commttee to inscribe this property
on the basis of natural criteria (i) and (iv) for the
di scoveries of mammal fossil remains in the site which led to
the scientific reconstruction of the pal aeo-environnent of the
entire Turkana |ake basin of the Quarternary period. The Lake
Turkana ecosystem with its diverse bird life and desert
environment offers an exceptional |aboratory for studies of
pl ant and ani mal comunities. The Bureau expressed its concern
and drew the attention of the Kenyan authorities to grazing by
| arge herds of domestic livestock in the Parks.

Concerning cultural criteria the Bureau noted |ICOMOS request
for further information on the Koobi Fora portion of the site

and that a conparative study of fossil honmeoide sites is
expected to be conpleted in late sumer 1997; the results of
that study wll be presented to the twenty-first extraordinary

session of the Bureau in Novenber 1997. However, at the time of
the preparation of this docunent, the Centre has not received
any informati on on Koobi Fora part.

C CULTURAL HERI TACE

The Bureau, at its twenty-first session, examned thirty-six
new cultural nom nations and five nom nations which had been
deferred or referred back for conplenentary information. Al

t hese nom nations are on the tentative lists of the concerned
States Parties.

The Bureau reconmmended to inscribe thirty-two sites on the
Wrld Heritage List, six nomnations were referred back for
conpl ementary information and three sites were deferred.

C1l Inscription of properties on the List of Wrld Heritage in
Danger

The Bureau is requested to consider if other properties should
be recommended for inscription on the List of Wrld Heritage in
Danger (after examnation of the working docunent WHC
97/ CONF. 207/ 2) .

C2 Properties for which nomnations were referred back by
the Bureau (June 1997)

The A d Town of 811 Chi na Clii)(iv)
Lijiang

The Bureau decided on the referral of this nomnation to the
extraordi nary session of the Bureau in Novenber 1997 in view of
the lack of tinme to fully analyse the additional docunents on
t he managenent and protective nmechani sms provided by the State
Party. | COMOS however stated the site's outstandi ng universa
value as a unique historic town which nmerges the indigenous
Naxi people's building tradition and external forns of



architecture and design. The traditional engineering skills
wi tnessed in the remarkable water system supplying water from
the surrounding nountains to every house denonstrates the
town's harnonious relationship with its natural environnment.
ICOMOS paid tribute to the excellent quality of the
reconstruction of the town without loss of authenticity after
the February 1996 earthquake which denonstrates the 1iving
tradition of the indigenous building skills. In relation to
this nomnation, the Bureau requested the State Party to
provi de conparative analyses of the historic towns on China's
tentative list.

The Centre has received, on 18 Septenber 1997, conplenentary
i nformati on which has been transmtted to | COMOS for eval uation
and a report wil | be presented at the twenty-first
extraordi nary session of the Bureau.

San Pedro de |a 841 Cuba Cliv)(v)
Roca Castle, Santiago
de CQuba

The Bureau wel coned the revised and extended boundaries for the
site that were submtted by the State Party in response to
| COMOS' recomendations. The Bureau decided to refer this
nom nation back to the State Party in order to enable the State
Party to submt a managenent plan for the site. This plan has
been sent, on 15 Septenber 1997, to the Centre and transmtted
to I1COMOS for evaluation and it wll be submtted to the
twenty-first extraordi nary session of the Bureau.

Por t ovenere, 826 Italy Clii)(iv)(v)
G nque Terre, and

the Isands (Pal nari a,

Tino and Tinetto)

The Bureau referred the exam nation of this property back to
the State Party requesting detailed information on tourism
managenent, and |egal instrunents and nechani snms and comrunity
i nvol venent to preserve the characteristics of this cultura

| andscape. There was a discussion on the role of TUCN in
evaluating cultural [|andscapes. The Representative of | UCN
pointed out that, while the Operational Guidelines call for
|UCN to be associated with I1COMOS in evaluating appropriate
cultural |andscape nom nations, no additional finance had yet
been allocated to ICOMOS to facilitate this.

If this information is provided and judged satisfactory by the
next extraordi nary session of the Bureau, the Bureau recommends
inscription of this property on the Wrld Heritage List on the
basis of criteria (ii), (iv) and (v). At the time of the
preparation of this docunment, the Centre has not yet received
any conpl enentary information



The Costiera 830 Italy Clit)(iv)(v)
Amral fitana

The Bureau referred the examnation of this property and
requested the State Party to provide information on the
managenent of the site.

The Centre has received information which has been transmtted
to 1COMOS for evaluation. In case this information be judged
satisfactory by the next extraordinary session of the Bureau

t he Bureau recommended the inscription of the property on the
Wrld Heritage List on the basis of criteria (ii), (iv) and

(v).

The Archaeol ogi cal 831 Italy Cli)(in)(iii)
Area of Agrigento Y

The Bureau referred the examnation of this property and
requested the State Party to provide assurance for adequate
funding for the managenent and mai nt enance of the property.

In case this information be provided and judged satisfactory by
the next extraordinary session of the Bureau, the Bureau
recommends the inscription of the property on the Wrld
Heritage List on the basis of criteria (i), (ii), (iii) and
(tv). At the time of the preparation of this docunent, the
Centre has not yet received any conpl enentary information

Bagan (Pagan) 796 Myanmar Cli)(ii)(iii)
Ar chaeol ogi cal (iv)(v)
Area and Monunents

The Bureau decided on the referral of this nomnation to the
extraordi nary session of the Bureau in Novenber 1997. In view
of the unquestionable universal significance of this site, the
Bureau recogni zed the nerit for the inscription of this site on
the World Heritage List. The Bureau, however, stressed the
need for the State Party to define the core protected area and
a neani ngful buffer zone and adopt |egal neasures to ensure
their effective enforcenent. The Bureau expressed concern over
the inpact of the golf course located in the vicinity of the
archaeol ogical site and of the recently upgraded road which
cuts across the site. The Bureau therefore urged the State
Party to urgently submt a preparatory assistance request to
enable an international expert teamto carry out a mssion to
assist the authorities in defining the boundaries of the
protection area and buffer zone, as well as to review the
master plan and the national |egal and managenent franmework to
ensure the site's protection, authenticity and integrity.

The World Heritage Centre inforned the State Party of the
concerns of the Bureau. However, as of 23 Septenber, the
request for preparatory assistance was not received.



C.3 Property for which the nomnation has been deferred and
for which conplenmentary information has been received

Roht as Fort 586Rev. Paki st an

At its sixteenth session, the Commttee decided to defer the
nom nation of Rohtas Fort (Qla Rohtas) wuntil information
concerning a conparative study was nmade avail able. Since then,
a conparative study has been submtted and forwarded to | COMOS
for evaluation. An | COMOS eval uation m ssion took place in My
1997. Based upon the information fromthe conparative study and
the findings of the mssion, ICOMOS will present its evaluation
report to the twenty-first extraordi nary session of the Bureau.



