[image: image5.png]NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC




UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre, Hewlett Packard and National Geographic Launch 2006 World Heritage Map
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22 March 2006

The World Heritage Centre is pleased to announce the publication of the new World Heritage Map, the first to be produced in partnership with Hewlett Packard and National Geographic Maps.

The goal of the partnership, signed at the end of 2005 for an initial period of three years, is to raise awareness of the World Heritage Convention, and the map is an essential tool for this purpose. The World Heritage Centre has combined National Geographic’s unsurpassed cartography with HP’s high technology printing to illustrate the location of World Heritage sites across the globe.
The Map features the 812 sites inscribed on the World Heritage List, includes the 180 States Parties who have adopted the World Heritage Convention, and highlights key principles of the Convention as well as its conservation programmes. Illustrated with superb photos of World Heritage sites with explanatory captions, it is available in English, French, and Spanish versions, and measures 78 cm by 50 cm (31 by 20 in.). 

The World Heritage Map is above all an educational visual tool, allowing UNESCO to communicate its work in this field on a large scale. It is especially important since print documents, accessible to everyone, are an essential communication tool. The map is also available for download from the World Heritage Centre website: http://whc.unesco.org.

Evolution of a Partnership

Following the completion of an initial project between HP and the World Heritage Centre in 2003—to reinforce its information management system—the World Heritage Centre proposed this new project to HP andHewlett Packard  National Geographic. 
…/2

The first World Heritage map was created in 1986 and redesigned in 1997. In 2005, the goal was not only to redesign the map, but also greatly increase its distribution. Another consideration was the complex editorial task of producing a detailed map that is revised each year. 

The greatest challenge of the project is to illustrate the increasing number of sites inscribed on the World Heritage List. Today, the List includes 812 properties on five continents, and the number increases every year. The World Heritage Committee meets once a year to study the proposed sites for the List, and inscribes approximately 30 to 40 sites a year. In 2010, the List could include 1,000 sites.  

In 2007, the World Heritage Centre will integrate HP’s digital printing technology, providing improved value for money with on-demand printing. It will then be possible to print tailor-made maps through a data selection process. The collaboration with National Geographic Maps for the design and production of the map benefits from National Geographic’s 90-year tradition for excellence in cartography.

As of 2007, the number of maps distributed will be tripled, in addition to the distribution possibilities available through the National Geographic network. 
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About Hewlett Packard
HP is a technology solutions provider to consumers, businesses and institutions globally. The company’s offerings span IT infrastructure, global services, business and home computing, and imaging and printing. For the four fiscal quarters ended Jan. 31, 2006, HP revenue totaled $87.9 billion. More information about HP (NYSE, Nasdaq: HPQ) is available at www.hp.com.
About National Geographic

Founded in 1888, the National Geographic Society is one of the world’s largest nonprofit scientific and educational organizations. It reaches more than 330 million people worldwide each month through its official journal, National Geographic, and its four other magazines; the National Geographic Channel; television documentaries; radio programs; films; books; videos and DVDs; maps; and interactive media. National Geographic has funded more than 8,000 scientific research projects and supports an education program combating geographic illiteracy. For more information, log on to nationalgeographic.com 
About the UNESCO World Heritage Centre

Established in 1992, the World Heritage Centre is the focal point and co-ordinator within UNESCO for all matters related to World Heritage. Ensuring the day-to-day management of the Convention, the Centre organizes the annual sessions of the World Heritage Committee and its Bureau, provides advice to State Parties in the preparation of site nominations, organizes international assistance from the World Heritage Fund upon request, and co-ordinates both the reporting on the condition of sites and the emergency action undertaken when a site is threatened. The Centre also organizes technical seminars and workshops, updates the World Heritage List, database and website, develops teaching materials to raise awareness among young people of the need for heritage preservation, and keeps the public informed of World Heritage issues. For more information, please visit http://whc.unesco.org.
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