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Item 7 of the Provisional Agenda: Adjustments to the budget 2004-2005 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 
In this document, the World Heritage Centre submits for examination by the Committee 
adjustments to the World Heritage Fund Budget in order to allow the implementation of new 
activities for which financing could be provided by the re-allocation of savings made during 
the current financial year. 
 
In the Annex (available only in English), the World Heritage Centre presents a state of 
execution of the World Heritage Fund Budget for 2004-2005 drawn up by the Financial 
Comptroller on 30 June 2004. 
 
Draft Decision : 7 EXT.COM : see point II. 
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I. Adjustments: proposed re-allocation within the scope of the World Heritage 
Fund Budget for 2004-2005 

 
 
1. It has been observed that the documentation for the properties inscribed on the 

World Heritage List varies from one another, which represents a major 
disadvantage. The best way of remedying this is to undertake, as quickly as 
possible, a retrospective inventory with a view to harmonizing and updating 
this documentation. A budget line is planned in the draft Ordinary Programme 
for the next biennium. In order to start this exercise at the very beginning of 
2005, it would be desirable to allocate an amount of USD 30,000 by re-
allocating a part of the savings made in the 2004 budget of the World Heritage 
Fund. 

 
2. In preparation for the exercise on Periodic Reports in 2006-2007, it seems 

important to anticipate some harmonization work on the different databases 
used for each region and to analyse their content with the aim of identifying 
the main indicators of the state of conservation of the properties to be 
submitted for examination by the World Heritage Committee. In order to begin 
this important exercise, it would be desirable to allocate an amount of USD 
20,000 by re-allocating a part of the savings made in the 2004 budget of the 
World Heritage Fund. 

 
3. Within the context of the exercising of his duties, the Chairperson of the World 

Heritage Committee might be called upon to carry out a mission. Until now, 
the expenses resulting from these missions were paid by the State Party of the 
Chairperson, but it would be legitimate that the Fund covers the expenses 
inherent to this function. This would allow the Chairperson to decide on the 
relevance of this type of mission free of any financial constraints. An annual 
amount of USD 10,000 could be allocated by re-allocating, once again, a part 
of the savings made in the 2004 budget of the World Heritage Fund. 

 
4. In examining the operating report of the World Heritage Fund at 30 September 

2004, six budget lines showing savings have been identified: 
 

a) Regional Monitoring for the Periodic Reports for the following regions: 
 

(i) Arab States, USD 10,000 
(ii) Asia 2004-2009, USD 10,000 
(iii) Pacific 2009, USD 10,000 
(iv) Latin America, USD 10,000 
(v) Caribbean, USD 10,000 

 
b) Savings have also been made on the Studies to support future development 

policy, USD 10,000. 
 

The Committee could decide to re-allocate the above-mentioned amounts to 
the new activities proposed in paragraph 1 to 3 (see above). 
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5. The table annexed to this document contains the State of accounts of the World 
Heritage Fund drawn up by the Financial Comptroller on 30 June 2004. An up-
dated version of the State of accounts will be presented to the Committee as an 
Addendum. 

 
6. The next Africa Union Summit, scheduled for 4-5 July 2005, in Khartoum 

(Sudan), will be dedicated to Culture and Education. UNESCO, within the 
framework of its contribution to the cultural component of NEPAD, has 
requested its Culture Sector to make proposals for an exhibition focusing on 
this theme. The World Heritage Centre proposed that this exhibition partly 
deals with cultural World Heritage in Africa to highlight the important role of 
the World Heritage Convention in Africa. It was not possible to identify 
savings from the World Heritage Fund to support this important activity. Steps 
will be taken to source extra budgetary funds. The Committee may want to ask 
States Parties to support this effort. 

 
 

II. Draft decision 
 

Draft Decision: 7 EXT.COM 7 
 
The World Heritage Committee, 
 
1. Takes note of the proposals relating to the World Heritage Budget quoted in 

document WHC-04/7EXT COM/7 paragraphs 1 and 3; 
 
2. Takes note of the state of execution of the Budget for 2004-2005 and the 

contributions to the World Heritage Fund on 30 June 2004; 
 
3. Requests the World Heritage Centre to take the necessary measures to proceed 

with the budgetary re-allocations as proposed in paragraph 4 of document 
WHC-04/7EXT COM/7. 

 
 
 



Adjustments to the budget 2004-2005    WHC-04/7 EXT.COM/7, p.  3 

Annex 
 
 

State of execution of the World Heritage Fund Budget for 2004-2005 
drawn up by the Financial Controller on 30 June 2004 

 
 

Available only in English. 
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