
Checklists for national decision-makers 
National-level decision makers play a crucial role in aligning the energy transition with a State Party’s 
commitments under the World Heritage Convention. They help ensure that World Heritage considerations are 
integrated into national policies, sector strategies, and regulatory frameworks. 
 

Project Phase Proposed Location and Alternatives Information Sources Approvals Process 
1. Concept - Have na(onal energy policies and 

programmes undergone a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment process 
that includes World Heritage 
considera(ons? 

- Do na(onal energy or 
development strategies consider 
specifically World Heritage 
proper(es and the need for their 
protec(on and preserva(on?  

- Have planning agencies been 
instructed to apply the 
Precau(onary Principle for si(ng 
near sensi(ve heritage loca(ons, 
including World Heritage 
proper(es? 

- Are relevant ministries using 
guidance from UNESCO, the 
Advisory Bodies, and na(onal 
heritage ins(tu(ons in their 
considera(ons for renewable 
energy policies and strategies?  

- Have cross-sectoral informa(on-
sharing mechanisms been set up? 

Have all sectors been instructed to apply 
heritage-related screening at early stages of 
project conceptualisa(on?  

- Has the need for safeguarding heritage 
(including World Heritage) been clarified for 
all project proponents? 

2. Planning - Are sectoral policies, including the 
poten(al sensi(vity of World 
Heritage for wind and solar energy 
installa(ons, taken into account in 
site selec(on and rou(ng?  

- Are large-scale project alterna(ves 
being assessed to avoid harm to 
heritage values, including for 
World Heritage? 

- Are up-to-date heritage databases 
(with values, aLributes, maps, etc.) 
made available across planning 
agencies?  

- Has capacity been built within 
ministries to access and interpret 
World Heritage guidance? 

- Are planning approval frameworks aligned 
with procedures implemen(ng the World 
Heritage Conven(on?  

- Have review procedures been developed for 
poten(ally impacNul projects (including the 
obliga(on to carry out World Heritage 
focused impact assessments), including 
coordina(on with Site Managers and 
na(onal Focal Points? 

- Do decision-making procedures require prior 
no(fica(on to the World Heritage Centre 
under Paragraph 172 of the Opera&onal 
Guidelines when poten(al impacts to OUV 
are iden(fied? 

3. Construction 
(Installation) 

- Have na(onal construc(on 
standards been updated to include 
considera(ons for protec(ng and 
conserving World Heritage 
proper(es, their buffer zones and 
wider seXngs?  

- Are contractors held to protocols 
for working in or near heritage-
sensi(ve areas, including World 
Heritage? 

- Are field-level implementa(on 
guidelines available that include 
heritage-sensi(ve construc(on 
prac(ces?  

- Have ministry inspectors received 
relevant training to understand 
poten(al impacts on heritage, 
including World Heritage? 

- Are approvals for installa(on (ed to 
adherence to best prac(ce construc(on 
codes for heritage-sensi(ve areas, including 
World Heritage proper(es? 

4. Operation - Are na(onal monitoring tools in 
place to measure opera(onal 
impacts on the visual, acous(c, and 
ecological seXng of World 
Heritage proper(es? 

- Is there a repor(ng mechanism to 
track opera(onal changes (e.g., 
noise, glint/glare, flicker vibra(ons) 
that may affect OUV over (me? 

- Are opera(ng licenses or permits structured 
to allow periodic review based on emerging 
impacts on the OUV of World Heritage 
proper(es? 

5. Repowering / 
Replacement / 
Decommissioning 

- Are long-term infrastructure 
policies requiring repowering 
projects to avoid increasing 
cumula(ve impacts on World 
Heritage proper(es? 

- Have na(onal energy and 
environment departments 
integrated guidance on the end-of-
life handling of infrastructure near 
heritage areas, including World 
Heritage proper(es? 

- Are procedures in place for mul(-sectoral 
review of repowering proposals, including 
input from na(onal and local heritage 
authori(es? 

6. Recovery - Is na(onal legisla(on enabling 
post-project rehabilita(on of 
landscapes, with specific focus on 
preserving and enhancing the 
aLributes of OUV of World 
Heritage proper(es? 

- Have awareness-raising campaigns 
highlighted the rela(onship 
between energy transi(on, 
sustainability, and World Heritage? 

- Does recovery plans include considera(on 
for heritage values (including World 
Heritage)? 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/renewable-energy/assessing-impacts#strategicEnvironmentalAssessments
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