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Please provide a 500 words abstract outlining your thesis; you may wish to
attach a table of contents or any other relevant material:

This thesis examines the main challenges faced by the UNESCO World Heritage
Center in protecting and preserving heritage sites in times of conflict. The study
focuses on three case studies: the destruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas by the
Taliban in Afghanistan, the destruction of cultural heritage sites by ISIS in Iraq,
and the destruction of cultural heritage sites by ISIS in Syria. The study also
includes a literature review on the challenges of heritage site protection and
preservation in times of conflict, as well as a theoretical framework for analyzing
the study's findings.

The study finds that the UNESCO World Heritage Center faces a range of
challenges in fulfilling its mission in conflict zones, including lack of funding and
resources, political instability, and the complexity of working in conflict zones. The
destruction of cultural heritage sites in conflict zones has a significant impact on
social, economic, and political systems, including the loss of cultural identity and
the erosion of social cohesion. Protecting and preserving cultural heritage in
times of conflict is therefore a critical imperative, not only for the preservation of
our shared cultural heritage, but also for promoting international understanding,
cooperation, and peace.

The study also finds that the destruction of cultural heritage sites in conflict zones
is a complex and multifaceted issue, and that a range of approaches and
strategies are needed to effectively address this issue. These include emergency
safeguarding measures, capacity building and training programs, and advocacy
and awareness-raising initiatives. The study recommends increasing funding and
resources for heritage protection and preservation in conflict zones, promoting
greater international cooperation and coordination, and strengthening the legal
and institutional frameworks for heritage protection and preservation.

Overall, the study highlights the critical importance of protecting and preserving
cultural heritage sites in times of conflict, and offers important insights and
recommendations for improving the protection and preservation of cultural
heritage sites in conflict zones. The study underscores the need for continued
research and collaboration in this important field, and offers important insights
into the challenges and limitations faced by the UNESCO World Heritage Center
and other stakeholders in this endeavor. The study's findings suggest the need
for greater attention and action to protect cultural heritage in conflict zones, and
offer important lessons and recommendations for policymakers, practitioners, and
scholars working in this field.
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