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World Heritage List 2024 – Additional Information 
Umm Al-Jimāl (Jordan) 

Dear Ambassador, 

ICOMOS is currently assessing the nomination of “Umm Al-Jimāl” as a World Heritage property and an 
ICOMOS technical evaluation mission has visited the nominated property to consider matters related to 
its protection, management and conservation, as well as issues related to its integrity and authenticity. 

In order to allow us to further evaluate this property, we would be grateful if the State Party could provide 
us with additional information on the following points: 

Justification for inscription under criteria (iii), (iv), (v) 
From the information provided in the nomination dossier, it appears that Umm Al-Jimāl stands out among 
Hauranian sites due to its size and level of preservation as the “network of ancient villages and towns 
in Northeastern Jordan and Southern Syria, others of which are smaller in size, have been disturbed by 
modern development, or have not been subject to substantial research and excavation” (pp. 106-107). 

In light thereof, ICOMOS would appreciate if the State Party could clarify whether a conclusive appraisal 
of Umm Al-Jimāl as the largest Hauranian rural settlement is possible at this stage. How can the size of 
the site in the 5th-8th century CE be understood in terms of the regional importance of Umm Al-Jimāl in 
Late Antiquity? 

• Criterion (iii)
With regard to the justification for criterion (iii), Umm Al-Jimāl is said to be an exceptional example of “a 
sustainable agricultural settlement that retained its strong local character over centuries of outside 
change and influence” (p. 11) and a testimony to “the perseverance of cultural traditions over periods of 
imperial, religious, and economic change” (p. 108). 

With reference to imperial influences, the nomination dossier states that Umm Al-Jimāl experienced 
periods of extraordinary transition, with the Roman Empire, Byzantine Empire and Islamic Caliphate 
representing strong outside influence (p. 108). Yet, within the boundaries of the nominated property only 
the town from the 5th-8th century CE is included. The earlier local vestiges were destroyed and building 
material reused (p. 96). Moreover, the Roman imperial structures within the town walls that are said to 
be the “testament to the architectural influence of Rome” (p. 108) (such as Castellum or Praetorium) 
were repurposed when they were no longer needed/functional.  

With reference to religious change, the nomination dossier states that the changes of religions from 
polytheism to Christianity and then to Islam are attested in Umm Al-Jimāl’s architecture and in the 



 
 

process of reusing or repurposing religious structures like the temple, or cultic stones and tomb stela in 
later constructions (p. 108).  
Also, it is acknowledged in the nomination dossier that some churches would have been turned into 
mosques following the Islamic conquest of north-eastern Jordan in 636 CE (p. 96-97).  
 
With regard to economic change, the nomination dossier states that “Umm Al-Jimāl is also an important 
record of local responses to economic developments and shifts over time. The need for arable land and 
grain to sustain the growing urban populations was a catalyst for the creation of the water system and 
the original agrarian settlement” (p. 109). ICOMOS, however, notes that “the ancient town of Umm Al-
Jimāl is the best-preserved aspect of the wider domestic-funerary agricultural landscape. Due to the 
sprawl of the modern settlement and the poor condition of most ancient remains outside the town, these 
additional structures, burials, water system features, and field are not included in the nominated 
property” (p. 26). It is also noted that “the decline of settlement of Umm Al-Jimāl in the 8th century was 
due in part to economic changes, such as the shift of key trade routes away from the site” (p. 109).  
 
In light of the above statements, could the State Party clarify how the notion of perseverance or resilience 
of local culture should be understood, in relation to the evidence of adaptation over centuries of imperial 
rule and religious and economic change? 
 
ICOMOS would also be pleased if the State Party could elaborate on the economic shifts referred to in 
the nomination dossier, and outline which physical structures within the nominated property can be said 
to reflect them. 
 

• Criterion (iv) 
With regard to the justification for criterion (iv), Umm Al-Jimāl is described as “an outstanding 
architectural ensemble of late antique buildings constructed according to local Hauranian tradition, 
unique for the quantity of structures, their varied functions, and their remarkable preservation” (p. 109). 
The preserved structures, mostly domestic and religious, are said to represent a “distinctive regional 
architectural style” (p.110).  
 
Could the State Party further elaborate on the justification of this criterion as to why it considers the 
architectural ensemble dating to the 5th-8th century CE as outstanding, beyond the number of structures, 
as well as what “significant stage in human history” can this settlement be said to illustrate? 
 

• Criterion (v)  
As a justification for criterion (v), the nominated property is said to be “a stunningly well preserved 
ancient rural town, sustained by a complex water system designed and built according to local 
Hauranian traditions. The sprawling settlement is testament to the skill, innovation and tenacity of local 
communities under centuries of outside authority” (p. 12, nomination dossier).  
 
Could the State Party provide more information on the above-mentioned water catchment system? 
ICOMOS would be interested in knowing which elements of the system are still preserved: are they 
located within the nominated property? In what sense can the system be considered innovative or 
exceptional in relation to other similar systems in the region? 
 
Buffer zone 
ICOMOS would appreciate if the State Party could clarify the rationale for the delineation of the buffer 
zone of the nominated property. 
 
We would be grateful if you could provide ICOMOS and the UNESCO World Heritage Centre with the 
above information by Friday 10 November 2023 at the latest. 
 
ICOMOS appreciates that the timeframe for providing this additional information is short. Brief responses 
are required at this stage, and can be discussed further with the State Party if needed during the ICOMOS 
World Heritage Panel. 
 
We look forward to your responses to these points, which will be of great help in our evaluation process. 



 
 

 
Please note that the State Party shall submit a copy of the additional information to the UNESCO World 
Heritage Centre and a copy to ICOMOS so that it can be formally registered as part of the nomination 
dossier. 
 
We thank you in advance for your kind cooperation. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Gwenaëlle Bourdin 
Director 
ICOMOS Evaluation Unit 
 
 
 
 
Copy to   Department of Antiquities of Jordan 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre
 



 UNESCO World Heritage Centre  
ICOMOS Evaluation Unit 

Re: World Heritage List 2024 – Additional Information Umm Al-Jimāl (Jordan)  

Dear Sir or Madame,  

In response to your letter of 9 October, in support of the ICOMOS assessment of the 
nomination of “Umm Al-Jimāl” as a World Heritage property, please find below replies to your 
questions.   

 

Justification for inscription under criteria (iii), (iv), (v)  

From the information provided in the nomination dossier, it appears that Umm Al-Jimāl 
stands out among Hauranian sites due to its size and level of preservation as the “network 
of ancient villages and towns in Northeastern Jordan and Southern Syria, others of which 
are smatter in size, have been disturbed by modern development, or have not been 
subject to substantial research and excavation" (pp. 106-107).  

In light thereof, ICOMOS would appreciate if the state Party could clarify whether a 
conclusive appraisal of Umm Al-Jimāl as the largest Hauranian rural settlement is possible 
at this stage. How can the size of the site in the 5th–8th century CE be understood in terms 
of the regional importance of Umm Al-Jimāl in Late Antiquity?  

Knowledge about the Hauran region, including sites now lost to modern development, is 
greatly enhanced by accounts, maps, and drawings from the 19th and early 20th centuries. One 
of the earliest descriptions, by Cyril Graham visiting in 1857, particularly notes the size and 
preservation of Umm Al-Jimāl in comparison to other sites in the region, referring to its 
“enormous” size and describing it as “among the most perfect” of those encountered on his 
journey.1 The single most informative source about the Hauran region prior to major modern 
development are the lengthy publications of the Princeton University Expedition to Syria2. 
Howard Butler and his team photographed, drew, and mapped sites large and small in the 
region, giving us an important look at what the area was like and what features and sites 
looked like before later 20th century developments. Following up on this work, the excellent 
publications of the Institut Français de Proche-Orient in the Hauran (titled Hauran I through VII 
and part of the Bibliothèque archéologique et historique publication series)3 have been 
indispensable in establishing trends in Hauranian architecture and tradition, as well as 
improving on Butler’s work and extending research to even more sites. While their work has 
primarily been survey, rather than excavation, this allows for an excellent approximation of the 
extent of the other towns/villages in the region and a good sense of their basic features. In 
addition, satellite photography remains an important aid, especially when compared to older 
images in order to see changes in the landscape. Taking all the available evidence into 



consideration, we can confidently assert that there is no other Hauranian town or village that 
was larger than Umm Al-Jimāl, now or in the past, and that there is certainly no other complete 
town that remains so well preserved. Umm Al-Jimāl is an expansive rural site that did not 
develop into a city, as happens to some large towns.  

Size should not be the only factor in a site’s importance, but it is significant because of Umm 
Al-Jimāl‘s place in a network of smaller towns and villages. The large settlement of Umm Al-
Jimāl includes architecture/remains linked to services that would not be available at all minor 
settlements. Three examples can help to illustrate that point. First is that evidence of a 
marketplace in the Castellum in Late Antiquity shows that Umm Al-Jimāl was an economic 
hub, as merchants would travel to cities or larger towns to sell their wares rather than travel to 
each small settlement.4 Second, scholars believe that the large inscription of Emperor 
Anastasius was originally displayed at Umm Al-Jimāl (it was taken to Qasr Hallabat in the Early 
Islamic period), which indicates that the site was the ideal place to spread important imperial 
messages in the region.5 Finally, while the presence of multiple churches at sites in the Hauran 
is not unusual, the nature of these churches and their size is notable at Umm Al-Jimāl. Most 
Hauranian churches are built into/against houses or are standalone small chapels, while at 
Umm Al-Jimāl such churches are present, but are supplemented by larger, freestanding 
churches that allow for public access, such as the Cathedral and the West Church. Such 
churches would be ideal for travelers, merchants, pilgrims, and others who sought services at 
the site.   

 

Criterion (iii)  

With regard to the justification for criterion (iii). Umm Al-Jimāl is said to be an exceptional 
example of “a sustainable agricultural settlement that retained its strong local character 
over centuries of outside change and influence" (p.11) and a testimony to "the perseverance 
of cultural traditions over periods of imperial religious, and economic change” (p. 108).  

With reference to imperial influences, the nomination dossier states that Umm Al-Jimāl 
experienced periods of extraordinary transition, with the Roman Empire. Byzantine 
Empire and Islamic Caliphate representing strong outside influence (p. 108). Yet, within 
the boundaries of the nominated property only the town from the 5th-8th century CE is 
included. The earlier local vestiges were destroyed and building material reused (p. 96). 
Moreover, the Roman imperial structures within the town walls that are said to be the 
"testament to the architectural influence of Rome" (p. 108) (such as Castellum or 
Praetorium) were repurposed when they were no longer needed/functional.  

With reference to religious change, the nomination dossier states that the changes of 
religions from polytheism to Christianity and then to Islam are attested in Umm Al-Jimāl’s 
architecture and in the process of reusing or repurposing religious structures like the 
temple, or cultic stones and tomb stela in later constructions (p. 108).  



Also, it is acknowledged in the nomination dossier that some churches would have been 
turned into mosques following the Islamic conquest of northeastern Jordan in 636 CE (p. 
96-97).  

With regard to economic change, the nomination dossier states that “Umm Al-Jimāl is also 
an important record of local responses to economic developments and shifts over time. 
The need for arable land and grain to sustain the growing urban populations was a catalyst 
for the creation of the water system and the original agrarian settlement (p. 109). 
ICOMOS, however, notes that “the ancient town of Umm Al-Jimāl is the best-preserved 
aspect of the wider domestic-funerary agricultural landscape. Due to the sprawl of the 
modem settlement and the poor condition of most ancient remains outside the town, 
these additional structures, burials, water system features, and field are not included in 
the nominated property (p. 26). It is also noted that "the decline of settlement of Umm Al-
Jimāl in the 8th century was due in part to economic changes, such as the shift of key trade 
routes away from the site“ (p. 109).  

In light of the above statements, could the state Party clarify how the notion of 
perseverance or resilience of local culture should be understood, in relation to the evidence 
of adaptation over centuries of imperial role and religious and economic change?  

We define the resilience of local culture and how it is seen in the site’s remains in three main 
ways, architectural tradition, language, and enduring cultural traditions, which are also 
reflected in the architecture.   

Hauranian architecture, as described in the dossier, is an important shared tradition in the 
region, with some typical variations between sites and micro-regions. The choices made in 
architecture—multi-story buildings surrounding courtyards, with mangers for animals on the 
ground floor and living quarters above—have social implications. For example, the architecture 
shows that multifamily/extended family homes indicate the importance of familial or tribal 
affiliation as a part of identity and tradition. These same strategies are present in the modern 
community, even if they no longer live in “traditional” Hauranian homes. Courtyards remain a 
key feature of local architecture and serve as social gathering places for familial groupings. For 
another example, while there is obvious imperial influence through Roman or Byzantine 
military buildings, they continued the use of Hauranian construction techniques and therefore 
have features that are an unusual blend of traditions (such as the Praetorium or an atypical 
rampart in the Castellum).   

Furthermore, language study is essential to understanding the people who lived at Umm Al-
Jimāl and how they/their families wanted them to be identified. Hundreds of funerary 
inscriptions and many other primarily religious inscriptions show overwhelmingly local roots to 
names or to deities. The local population would best be defined as a mixture of agrarian and 
nomadic peoples from the steppe and the Eastern Desert.6 Meanwhile, imperial powers such as 
Nabataea and Rome certainly had impact on language, with some adopting names according 
to those traditions, while continuing the same funerary practice. When a wider regional 



conversion to Christianity reached Umm Al-Jimāl, this was reflected again in many 
Christianized names in inscriptions or evidenced in the array of inscriptions on the Barrack’s NE 
tower. Less funerary evidence from the Islamic period exists, but the Double Church inscription 
highlights an important transition to modern Arabic writing. Ultimately, change was gradual 
and not forced—the progression of a culture on its own terms, responding to changes over 
time.  

Through the course of imperial and religious transition, there is continuation of local 
architectural practice and local cultural traditions as seen through the persistence of Hauranian 
architectural forms and techniques (and social norms reflected within), as well as in the act of 
repurposing imperial structures for more practical local use.  

ICOMCS would also be pleased if the state Party could elaborate on the economic shifts 
referred to in the nomination dossier, and outline which physical structures within the 
nominated property can be said to reflect them.  

The economic shifts are responses to changes in regional historical, social, and/or political 
changes. Four of the key shifts and how they are visible at the site are outlined below:  

1. The very first economic change came with the extension of the Nabataean 
kingdom to the North, and the expansion of Bostra and subsequent founding of 
smaller settlements in its hinterland. Umm Al-Jimāl’s Early Village is in large part a 
result of the sedentarization of a formerly nomadic region in order to adapt to 
regional wants and needs, in this case, a need for grain and food supply in order to 
sustain a growing population. While the Early Village is not included in the property 
because of its lack of preservation/integrity, its destruction and the dispersal of 
ruins occurred in antiquity and archaeological evidence displayed in the site 
museum incorporates this early settlement into the history of the nominated 
property.   

2. Another example incorporates the study of ceramics, as displayed and explained 
in the site museum, and the physical remains. It is through a combination of 
studying the architectural remains of the Castellum and the ceramic remains that a 
rare rural marketplace was identified. Umm Al-Jimāl was a place for trade and 
exchange, no doubt established in response to a general population boom in the 
Hauran in Late Antiquity and a greater demand for goods outside of cities.  

3. House XVII-XVIII’s archaeological history and remains show personal economic 
prosperity in the Umayyad period, when the complex was heavily refurbished. The 
finely cut pavement stones, remains of painted plaster, and exposed water drainage 
system are on display for visitors.   

4. The features discussed in (3) and indeed the general excellent preservation of 
Late Antique/Early Islamic architecture is largely due to the abandonment of 



permanent settlement in the 8th century. Subsequent seasonal or other visits to the 
site over centuries rarely altered its architecture. The economic shift that led to 
abandonment is the movement of the Islamic capital from Syria to Iraq. With that 
change, Umm Al-Jimāl was no longer situated on the main trade route running 
through the region. Along with probable climate change and plague reoccurrence, 
this led to the sedentary population leaving for other places or shifting back to the 
cultural tradition of nomadism.   

Criterion (iv)  

With regard to the justification for criterion (iv). Umm AI-Jimāl is described as "an 
outstanding architectural ensemble of late antique buildings constructed according to local 
Hauranian tradition, unique for the quantity of structures, their varied functions, and their 
remarkable preservation“ (p. 109). The presented structures, mostly domestic and 
religious, are said to represent a “distinctive regional architectural style“ (P.110).  

Could the State Party further elaborate on the Justification of this criterion as to why it 
considers the architectural ensemble dating to the 5th–8th century CE as outstanding, 
beyond the number of structures,   

Umm Al-Jimāl is an outstanding ensemble of structures representing the Hauran’s distinctive 
architectural tradition, which is characterized by techniques such as corbelling, cantilevering, 
lintel relief, and interlocking stones, among others. It is remarkable because of a range of 
factors including the site’s size and the exceptional number of structures that are so well 
preserved, but also because of the diverse range of building types and variations of the 
Hauranian architectural techniques that can be seen within those structures. While all of the 
ancient buildings at Umm Al-Jimāl reflect a distinctive style developed by builders working 
within the cultural and material constraints of the region, particularly those imposed by 
reliance on volcanic basalt, they are not all the same and there is nowhere else in the region 
where such a wide range of variation within this regional style can be seen in one place, nor 
preserved as completely as at Umm Al-Jimāl. Building types include large public buildings such 
as the Praetorium, military structures such as the Early Castellum and later Barracks, places of 
worship representing three different religious traditions (pagan, Christian, and Islamic), and 
domestic homes from the simple to elaborate. Within this variety of building functions, 
builders made individual decisions to address specific challenges in ways that adhere to 
regional standards and reflect a recognizably Hauranian approach, while demonstrating 
creativity and individuality. Almost all buildings featured arches and corbelling, for example, 
but not all arches and corbels are the same. A comparison of corbels (Fig. 1) in the room above 
the gate of House XVI, in House XVIII, and in the southwest corner of the Barracks/Later 
Castellum is also illustrative of this diversity. Diversity in the application of architectural 
techniques is also illustrated by a comparison of lintel reliefs from the site (Fig. 2), 
demonstrating ways in which local architects employed methods prevalent in the Hauran to 
relieve the downward pressure on door and window lintels in order to enhance structural 
integrity. Similar variations can be seen across the site in everything from arches, flooring, 



doorways, windows, the cutting of stones (including several examples of interlocking stones 
designed to strengthen walls where corner towers were present), and the delivery and 
drainage of water through indoor and outdoor plumbing systems.   

  

  



Figure 1. Comparison of corbelling techniques at Umm Al-Jimāl (B. de Vries).  

  

  

Figure 2. Comparison of Lintel Relief Techniques at Umm Al-Jimāl (B. de Vries).  

Both the site’s size and the number of structures are important contributing factors to Umm 
Al-Jimāl’s outstanding character as an architectural ensemble of this region’s distinctive 
architectural style, but it is the range of building types and the incredible diversity of 
architectural decisions made in individual structures that makes this ensemble truly 
outstanding. Well-preserved remains from this architectural tradition are present at sites 
across the Hauran but no other site offers the combination of size, number and range of 
structures, and so many different variations of this regional tradition than Umm Al-Jimāl, and it 
is for this reason that the site has been recognized as the Hauranian architectural ensemble par 
excellence by visitors ever since the nineteenth century. Still today, the Late Antique remains 
of Umm Al-Jimāl are unique because they allow for a truly immersive experience of exploring 
buildings that still have obvious features, such as stairs and walls up to three stories. Normally, 
rural sites are not preserved to such a level, and therefore it is even more vital to protect and 
preserve the site. The interpretive trail runs along the ancient walkways/roadways, preserving 
them and ensuring that visitors today move through the site just as the ancient inhabitants 
did.    

Umm Al-Jimāl’s remains are unique because, beyond the remarkable preservation, size in the 
region, and variety of buildings, the site tells the story of the local people up to the present 
day. The state party recognizes the importance of community involvement and endorsement 



in any archaeological/heritage work and are proud that the local community embraces the site 
as part of their heritage. That they camped among the ruins and swam in reservoirs certainly 
helps that connection, but in addition to a physical presence in the ruins in the past, the history 
of the site is their history. And in that sense, Umm Al-Jimāl is not just extraordinary Late 
Antique ruins, but rather an example of how a heritage and community partnership can 
promote sustainable development as well as share an important historical site with the world.   

  

as well as what “significant stage in human history” can this settlement be said to 
illustrate?  

Umm Al-Jimāl illustrates in its founding the sedentarization of a formerly mostly nomadic 
population, and follows this local population through centuries of religious, political, and 
economic changes including the height of the Nabataean Kingdom, the Roman and Byzantine 
Empires, and the rise of Islam. Through the inscriptions, buildings, and artifacts, those 
historical changes are reflected in the physical remains. Modern Arabic development is seen 
through the inscriptions, as well as Islamic faith. The site’s abandonment is not the end of the 
population, but represents a shift in lifestyle, back to traditional nomadism. Sedentarism 
resurged in the 20th century. These shifts in lifestyle are an important local response to 
political/economic/environmental changes or pressures, perhaps especially true for 
populations dependent on irrigation. The local populace adapts in order to survive.7 While the 
20th century Mas’eid tents are no longer in the site, archaeological and ethnographic studies 
have identified where the local people lived, and also documented modern inscriptions on 
doorframes. And, today, the site stands not only as remarkable ancient remains, but as an 
essential part of modern cultural heritage. Therefore, Umm Al-Jimāl illustrates not only 
significant stages in human history, but also continuity and change over time across those 
periods, even until today.      

  

   

 

Criterion (v)  

As a Justification for criterion (v), the nominated property is said to be “a stunningly well 
preserved ancient rural town, sustained by a complex water system designed and built 
according to local Hauranian traditions. The sprawling settlement is testament to the skill, 
innovation, and tenacity of local communities under centuries of outside authority (p. 12. 
nomination dossier).  



Could the State Party provide more information on the above-mentioned water catchment 
system? ICOMOS would be interested in knowing which elements of the system are still 
preserved, are they located within the nominated property? In what sense can the system 
be considered innovative or exceptional in relation to other similar systems in the region?  

Umm Al-Jimal’s water system is one of the most comprehensive and best-preserved examples 
of the type used across the Hauran, representing the basic principles and construction that 
were previously utilized at many sites at the time. This system was essential to a successful 
agrarian settlement and is unique in that it supported the largest of the rural settlements in the 
Hauran.   

What is exceptional about the system at Umm Al-Jimāl is, first, that the system is in working 
condition and provides water to the modern community as it did the ancient one. 
Revitalization of the system was an important project that not only benefited the local 
populace, but also allows visitors to see water flow through channels and or full reservoirs.     

Some elements of the water system are located in the property (primarily reservoirs and 
channels running across the site), but other parts extend into the buffer zone and beyond, as 
these systems must funnel water from a good distance away. The water system within the 
nominated property represents the most common features: reservoirs and channels of varying 
size and length, as well as early instances of indoor plumbing and ancient toilets. Some 
channels have remained partially uncovered so that visitors can see how they were 
constructed.   

In brief, we believe that the preservation of the system and its presentation to the public, as 
well as its continued use, makes it unique in the region and the best surviving example of 
methods used by people across the Hauran to sustain their communities in the face of cultural 
and natural challenges.   

  

Buffer Zone  

ICOMOS would appreciate if the State Party could clarify the rationale for the delineation 
of the buffer zone of the nominated property.  

Three primary factors formed the rationale for the proposed Buffer Zone:  

1. Proximity to the proposed nominated property, including bi-directional 
visibility. All areas immediately adjacent to the nominated property were included 
within the Buffer Zone and areas from which the nominated property can be 
viewed, or which can be viewed from the nominated property were prioritized for 
inclusion in the Buffer Zone.  



2. Documented presence of ancient remains. In addition to areas identified by 
proximity and viewshed analyses, areas where ancient remains have been 
documented, such as the Nabataean/Early Roman Village and ancient cemetery 
sites were also prioritized for inclusion. These areas were excluded from the 
nominated property itself because they retain only trace remains that are not visible 
or the remains have been removed and/or heavily damaged in antiquity (used to 
construct the nominated property), as well as by modern developments and 
looting. They are an important part of the story of Umm Al-Jimāl and therefore 
even if they lack the integrity and authenticity expected within the nominated 
property they should receive the level of protection offered by Buffer Zone 
restrictions. The current condition of known ancient remains in these areas were 
also considered when determining whether to include or exclude them from the 
Buffer Zone.  

3. Clear unambiguous boundaries. Wherever possible, clearly recognizable and 
navigable boundaries were selected for the Buffer Zone, choosing well-established 
roadway edges and formal property boundaries. This priority was established in 
order to facilitate the most effective monitoring and enforcement of restrictions.   

It was not possible to fulfill all the priorities set by these three factors, but the State Party 
considered them all with relevant stakeholders involved in the site management process—
including the Department of Antiquities of Jordan, New Municipality of Umm Al-Jimāl, and the 
Umm Al-Jimāl Archaeological Project—in order to delineate the most effective Buffer Zone 
that was informed by them all. In two cases, portions of known ancient cemeteries (to the 
north and south) lie outside of the Buffer Zone, but these have been thoroughly destroyed. 
Given each of these factors, the State Party believes that the proposed Buffer Zone will offer a 
robust zone of additional protection for the nominated property, protecting its own character, 
and supporting the continued authenticity and integrity of the nominated property’s 
Outstanding Universal Value.  

 
We respectfully submit these replies to your questions with sincere appreciation for the time 
and attention devoted to the review of this file.  
 
Truly,  
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