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Within this framework, it must be understood that, being Guimarães a thriving urban centre, a 
large number of investments have been/are/and will be in progress long before the current 
application, and during its development, until the final decision and publication. Also, it is 
important to remind that it is a growing city, with high scarcity of housing facing an increasing 
demand, and high rise of soil/rent prices.  

This has determined the political will to find ways to tackle this local (and national) problem 
with the legal and financial resources appliable. To promote new urban developments is, in 
this context, expected by the population and, attending to the characteristics of the property, 
of the topography, to the preservation of rural/forest soils, among many other factors, it 
implies the densification of the city centre. High pressure has been tackled in the core zone as 
well as in the buffer zone, but in the immediate surroundings it has been proved not feasible, 
as a general principle.  

In this context, the problem must be put also in terms of design quality (urban and 
architectural) in order to generate solutions that may assure that more urbanisation, namely 
more housing, may generate more and better city, and not jeopardise the natural and cultural 
attributes of the landscape and of the heritage in presence.  

The development projects in presence are, in general, a result of many years of legal and 
administrative steps. An approved project in the year 2020 may be related to a long way that 
started years or decades ago. And each step leaves a footprint, generates expectations and 
legal bases. This must be considered when appreciating many of the developments that are at 
stake but the use of participatory planning and stakeholder consultations can also lead to new 
improvements to the planning, design and implementation of the development projects. It is a 
collective, cultural and democratic process that must be undertaken using the appropriate 
means in order to reach a fair level of consensus. Having these considerations and 
methodology in mind, further information concerning the practical proposal regarding the 
buffer zone enlargement is presented as it follows. 
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