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Emergency situations resulting from conflicts  

4. Expresses utmost concern that conflicts (including armed conflict and civil unrest) 
continue to represent a major threat to World Heritage properties and remain one of the 
major reasons for the inscription of properties on the List of World Heritage in Danger;  

5. Regrets the loss of human life and the degradation of humanitarian conditions resulting 
from the prevailing conflict situations in several countries, including threats to the 
personnel and local communities, as well as the continuing threats facing cultural and 
natural heritage in regions of armed conflict where there are significant concerns 
regarding security in and around World Heritage properties;  

6. Welcomes protection and conservation efforts being undertaken by the concerned 
States Parties at World Heritage properties and that the States Parties are 
progressively proceeding with the development of corrective measures and the 
definition of the Desired state of conservation for the removal of the properties from the 
List of World Heritage in Danger (DSOCR) for some cultural properties following due 
process;  

7. Urges again all parties associated with conflicts to ensure the protection of cultural and 
natural heritage, including to avoid their use for military purposes and also urges States 
Parties to fulfil their obligations under international law, including the 1954 Convention 
and its two Protocols, by taking all possible measures to protect such heritage, including 
of World Heritage properties and sites included in Tentative Lists;  

8. Reiterates its utmost concern about the continuing threats of wildlife poaching and 
illegal trafficking of wildlife and timber products linked to impacts of armed conflict and 
organized crime, which is eroding the biodiversity and Outstanding Universal Value of 
World Heritage properties around the world, and further urges States Parties to take the 



necessary measures to curb this problem, including through the implementation of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES);  

9. Also reiterates its utmost concern at the increase in illicit trafficking of cultural objects, 
resulting from armed conflicts, and appeals to all States Parties to cooperate in the fight 
against these threats, and for cultural heritage protection in general, including through 
the ratification of the 1970 Convention and the 1954 Convention and its two Protocols, 
as well as the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolutions 2199 
(2015), 2253 (2015) and 2347 (2017), and the implementation of the UNESCO 
Recommendations on Museums; and Collections (2015);  

10.  
11. Welcomes UNESCO World Heritage Center and the Advisory Bodies’ continued actions 

in responding to emergencies and conflicts threatening cultural and natural heritage 
including through the Revive the Spirit of Mosul and the Li Beirut initiatives, the Heritage 
Emergency Fund (HEF) and the Rapid Response Facility (RRF) and the UNESCO 
Action Plan for Culture in Ukraine;  

11. Reiterates its call upon the international community to further support the safeguarding of 
the cultural and natural heritage of countries affected by conflict, through earmarked funds or 
through contributions to the UNESCO World Heritage Fond, HEF and RRF;  

 

Rights-based Issues  

32. Recalling Article 5 of the Convention that each State Party shall adopt for each country a 
general policy, which aims to give the cultural and natural heritage a function in the life of 
the community, and the integration of the protection of that heritage into comprehensive 
planning programmes are means of ensuring effective protection, conservation and 
presentation of cultural and natural heritage,  

33. Also recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,  

34. Further recalling the various provisions of the Operational Guidelines that encourage 
States Parties to adopt a human rights-based approach to the nomination and 
subsequent effective management of inscribed World Heritage properties,  

35. Bearing in mind that specific and significant spiritual meanings are mentioned to justify 
the Outstanding Universal Value of a large number of the World Heritage properties to be 
found in most countries around the world, also recalling a number of research studies 
and analyses of religious heritage and sacred sites carried out by the Advisory Bodies. 

 

 36.  underlining that living religious and sacred sites require specific attitude and policies 
for protection and management that take into account their distinct spiritual nature, crucial 
to their OUV, as a key factor in their conservation and that such policies cannot be 
sustainable without in-depth consultation with the appropriate stakeholders, ,  

 

35.36.  

1.37. Calls upon all States Parties to ensure that human rights, including cultural rights, are 
protected as an integral part of the management of World Heritage properties by 
establishing equitable and participatory governance arrangements;  

36.38. Strongly condemns all forms of human rights violations and abuses towards 
indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLCs), including any forced eviction;  

37.39. Notes with utmost concern the reported cases of alleged human rights abuses 
towards IPLCs in and around World Heritage properties and therefore, strongly urges the 
States Parties concerned to urgently investigate the allegations and take appropriate 
actions to address their findings, following an equitably governed consultative process 
with the participation and decision making of all rightsholders and stakeholders;  



38.40. Reminds States Parties of their obligations to ensure that the management of World 
Heritage properties follows a rights-based approach that includes full involvement of all 
rightsholders and stakeholders, in particular IPLCs, in line with the 2015 Policy on World 
Heritage and Sustainable Development, the UNESCO Policy on Engaging with 
Indigenous Peoples and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and international 
human rights standards;  

39.41. Request the World Heritage Center in cooperation with the Advisory Bodies to 
enhance activities in the framework of the Initiative on Heritage of Religious Interest and 
to resume elaboration of the thematic paper proposing to the States Parties general 
guidance regarding the management of their cultural and natural heritage of religious 
interest, and in compliance with the national specificities, and invites the States Parties to 
provide voluntary contributions to this end;   

 

 

 

 

 


