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Minor modifications to the boundaries of Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group: Mounded 

Tombs of Ancient Japan (Japan) (ID: 1593) 

We request for a modification to the boundary of the existing buffer zone for the property 

described below, in accordance with the paragraphs 107, 164 and Annex 11 of the Operational 

Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention. 

[Identification of the Property] 

1. Country: Japan

2. State, Province, or Region: Osaka Prefecture

3. Name of the Property: Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group: Mounded Tombs of Ancient Japan

4. Criteria: (iii), (iv)

5. Date of inscription: 43rd Session of World Heritage Committee in July 2019 (43COM

8B.18)

[Summary of Proposal] 

- Minor modification to the boundary of the existing buffer zone (expansion of area)

1) Area of the property

Area of property before modification: 166.66ha

Area of buffer zone before modification: 890ha

Area of buffer zone after modification: 891ha

2) Description of the modification

Institutions responsible for the conservation and management of this property have

continually been conducting necessary procedures to address the recommendations adopted at 

the 43rd Session of the World Heritage Committee in July 2019 (Decision 43COM 8B.18), on the 

basis of Comprehensive Management Plan developed in January 2018. 

We have completed modifications to the boundary of the existing buffer zone, to the 

northwest of Minegazuka Kofun (ID No. 44), based on the legislative measures where Habikino 

City has applied the Landscape Zoning and Height Control District regulations, in conjunction 

with an amendment to zoning classification to regulate outdoor advertisements, proceeded by 

the Osaka Prefectural Government on 2nd March 2020. 

Therefore, we propose to extend the boundary of the existing buffer zone. 
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Decision 43 COM 8B.18 (extract) 

4. Recommends that the State Party give consideration to the following:

b) Completing the agreed adjustment to the buffer zone for Component 44

3) Justification for the modification

The property is located in an urban residential neighborhood in the middle of urban fabric

which contains a commercial zone. It is essential to guide residents to promote their appreciation 

to the Outstanding Universal Value of the property that should be structured as a cooperative 

relationship, aiming at preventing any negative impact on the property and creating a 

harmonious landscape between the property and its neighboring areas. 

Thus, this proposal aims at expanding the existing buffer zone, as indicated by coloring on the 

attached map, to strengthen and preserve component part No. 44. 

4) Contribution to the maintenance of the Outstanding Universal Value

This proposal, presented in this report, contributes to the prevention of any negative impacts

on the attributes that convey and maintain the property’s Outstanding Universal Value. 

Since the important attributes of the property have been adopted by the World Heritage 

Committee (43COM 8B.18) as follows, this proposed modification in regards to the extension of 

existing buffer zone can make a further contribution to the preservation of the attributes as 

described below. 

The settings of the kofun, their visual presence in the Osaka region, and the remaining 

physical and visual links between the kofun are important attributes; 

5) Implications for legal protection [See Appendices 1- 4]

Legislative measures for regulating future developments in the extended buffer zone include

the City Planning Act, Building Standards Act, Landscape Act, and Outdoor Advertisement Act. 

The heights, forms, and colors of buildings and any outdoor advertisements are regulated by the 

aforementioned acts, which are reinforced by other ordinances that are administered by local 

municipalities of Osaka Prefecture and Habikino City. 

Prior approval or permission is mandatory for any future building works within the extended 

buffer zone. Therefore, appropriate evaluations on the proposed building works and providing 

necessary advice or instructions to applicants will enhance the preservation of the environment 

around the Kofun. 
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6) Implications for management arrangements

Comprehensive management must be implemented by sharing a common vision between the

owners of the component parts and their stakeholders to transfer the Outstanding Universal 

Value of the property to future generations. As described in our nomination document, we are 

developing a framework to achieve this goal [see Appendices 5 & 6]. 

Both the Habikino City and Osaka Prefectural governments, in co-operation with national 

institutions that manage the proposed area, are responsible for all procedures that are required 

to safeguard and conserve the property with its neighboring environment. 

7) Maps

The attached maps show the location and the context of the proposed modification of the

existing buffer zone [Maps 1 & 2]. 
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Map 1

Map showing the delimitations of the property (original and proposed revision)

 Map showing the nominated property and the buffer zone (Furuichi area)
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Map 2

Map showing only the proposed revision 

 Map showing the nominated property and the buffer zone (Furuichi area)
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Summaries of the details of relevant Laws, Acts and Regulations 

Appendix 1 
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Summaries of laws and ordinances, and restricted activities within the property and buffer 
zone 

Appendix 2 



8 

Details of regulations in buffer zone 

Appendix 3 
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Permission and approval processes relating to the buffer zone conservation 

Appendix 4 
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Organizational framework for comprehensive management system 

Appendix 5
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Function of each organization within the comprehensive management system 
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Administrative bodies and their roles in the Comprehensive Management Plan 

Appendix 6
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