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Summary 

This document presents three nomination dossiers to be processed on an emergency basis 
for examination by the World Heritage Committee at its 18th extraordinary session. The 
document is divided into two parts: 
 
Part I  Examination of nomination dossiers to be processed on an emergency basis  
Part II Record of the physical attributes of the three sites to be examined at the 18th 
extraordinary session  
 
The document presents for each nomination the proposed Draft Decision based on the 
recommendations of the relevant Advisory Body as included in document 
WHC/23/18.EXT.COM/INF.5. 
 
Decisions required:  
The Committee is requested to examine the recommendations and Draft Decisions presented 
in this Document, and, in accordance with paragraph 153 and 162 of the Operational 
Guidelines, take its Decisions concerning inscription on the World Heritage List and the List of 
World Heritage in Danger. 
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I. EXAMINATION OF NOMINATION DOSSIERS TO BE PROCESSED ON AN 
EMERGENCY BASIS  

Summary 

1. At its 18th extraordinary session, the Committee will be examining three cultural 
nominations to be processed on an emergency basis. All three nominations are new 
nominations, having not been presented to the Committee previously. 

2. ICOMOS is recommending all three sites for inscription on the World Heritage List and 
at the same time on the List of World Heritage in Danger.  

 
 
 
 

 
Alphabetical Summary Table of Nomination Dossiers to be Processed on an 

Emergency Basis and Index of Recommendations by ICOMOS to the  
18th Extraordinary Session of the World Heritage Committee 

 
 
State Party World Heritage nomination ID No. Recommen- 

dation 
Criteria 

proposed by the 
State Party 

Pp 

Lebanon Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli  
(Date of receipt 08/04/2022) 

1702 I + Danger (i)(ii)(iv) 2 

Ukraine Historic Center of the Port City of Odesa 
(Date of receipt 11/10/2022) 

1703 I + Danger (ii)(iv) 5 

Yemen Landmarks of the Ancient Kingdom of Saba in Marib Governorate 
(Date of receipt 11/02/2022) 

1700 I + Danger (iii)(iv) 8 

 
 
KEY 
 
I Recommended for inscription 
R Recommended for referral 
D Recommended for deferral 
N Not recommended for inscription  
Danger  Recommended for inscription on the List of World Heritage in Danger 
 
(i)(ii) etc Criteria proposed by the State Party 
 
Nominations in bold are considered "new", having not been presented to the Committee previously. 
 

  



 

Nominations to be processed on an emergency basis WHC/23/18.EXT.COM/5, p. 2 

3. In this document, ICOMOS Recommendations are presented in the form of Draft 
Decisions and are taken from the ICOMOS Evaluations book 
(WHC/23/18.EXT.COM/INF.5). In some cases, a few modifications were required to 
adapt them to this document. 

 

Disclaimer  

The Nomination files produced by the States Parties are published by the World Heritage 
Centre at its website and/or in working documents in order to ensure transparency, access to 
information and to facilitate the preparations of comparative analysis by other nominating 
States Parties. 

The sole responsibility for the content of each Nomination file lies with the State Party 
concerned. The publication of the Nomination file does not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever of the World Heritage Committee or of the Secretariat of UNESCO concerning the 
history or legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its boundaries. 

 

A. NOMINATION DOSSIERS TO BE PROCESSED ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS 

Site Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli 
ID. N° 1702 
State Party Lebanon 
Criteria proposed by State Party (i)(ii)(iv)
Date of receipt 08/04/2022 

See ICOMOS Evaluations book, January 2023, page 1. 

Draft Decision: 18 EXT.COM 5.1 

The World Heritage Committee, 

1. Having examined Documents WHC/23/18.EXT.COM/5 and 
WHC/23/18.EXT.COM/INF.5, 

2. Inscribes the Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli, Lebanon, on the World 
Heritage List according to the emergency procedure, on the basis of criteria (ii) and (iv); 

3. Adopts the following Statement of Outstanding Universal Value: 

Brief synthesis 

The Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli has been erected in Tripoli, the second 
largest city in Lebanon and the capital of the Northern Governorate, and was designed 
by Oscar Niemeyer between 1962-1967 and built until 1975. The main building of the 
International Fair consists of a huge oblong covered exhibition space, the Grand Canopy, 
under which the exhibition pavilions of several countries could be freely installed. The 
entrance to the International Fair complex begins at the southern end of the Grand 
Canopy: a vast ramp leads to a raised portico from where the visitors can discover the 
entire composition. A series of educational, recreational and cultural facilities were 
immersed within a “Brazilian Tropical Garden” and connected by water pools and 
pedestrian passages. In the northern part, a ceremonial ramp leads to the outdoor 
amphitheatre, surmounted by a monumental arch forming a symbolic gateway to 
modernity and a landmark of the city of Tripoli. 

The use of traditional elements of local architecture was intended to express the 
aspirations of the newly independent Arab peoples to take part in the universal process 
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of modernisation. For its scale, its daring structural solutions, its architectural expression, 
its vast modernist public spaces and gardens, its links to post-independence identity 
buildings, and despite the deterioration of most of its structures and the endangered 
integrity of several of its components due to the ageing of the concrete, the Rachid 
Karami International Fair-Tripoli is one of the most representative works of modern 
architecture of the 20th century in the Arab States. 

Criterion (ii): The Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli expresses in an exceptional 
way the successful integration of Brazilian modernist concepts into the context of the 
Arab Near East in Tripoli and is a vivid example of cultural exchange in the field of 
architecture. The collaboration between Oscar Niemeyer, the architect of the complex, 
and the Lebanese engineers and contractors has given them valuable experience in 
sophisticated large-scale reinforced concrete structures and concrete shells, while a new 
generation of Lebanese architects was inspired by Niemeyer’s “Brazilian modernism”, 
which is reflected in several of their works, whether in Lebanon or in the Arab Near East.  

Criterion (iv): Oscar Niemeyer’s monumental International Fair project in Tripoli is an 
outstanding example of world fairs that emerged in the newly independent Arab countries 
to express national pride and take part in the universal process of modernisation. It 
constitutes an outstanding architectural example of a large-scale modernist exhibition 
complex, which defines an architectural typology characterised by simplicity and 
discipline where a single main large structure hosts the pavilions; a set of smaller 
structures serve social- reformative and educational purposes. 

Integrity 

The Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli covers an elliptical area corresponding to 
the limits of the fairground as it was built and contains all buildings designed by 
Niemeyer. Almost all buildings and structures were preserved according to Niemeyer’s 
original design but lie in a state of abandonment, while outdoor and landscaped areas 
are maintained. Despite the loss of interior finishes, fixtures, glazing, doors and 
equipment due to the war, the attributes of Outstanding Universal Value have retained 
sufficient integrity. Some interventions on the Grand Canopy dictated by modern uses 
are reversible; the transformation of Niemeyer’s Collective Housing Prototype has 
seriously affected its architectural quality and erased the traces of the original design, 
but attempts have been made to restore the structure to its original conditions. However, 
the integrity of the property is extremely vulnerable, with the main threat coming from the 
precarious state of conservation of most buildings, which face serious stability problems 
due to the severe steel corrosion and the ageing of concrete. 

Authenticity 

The layout and almost all buildings of the Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli have 
been preserved according to Niemeyer’s design. In most of the buildings of the complex, 
the structure defines their form and volume and is proudly exhibited to the audience. The 
main original structures of the International Fair complex, most of which are made of 
authentic materials, credibly reflect their period of construction and the quality of their 
execution. Despite the loss of interior finishes, fixtures and equipment, the transformation 
of the collective housing prototype into a hotel, and the interventions to the southern part 
of the Grand Canopy, the surviving attributes credibly convey the Outstanding Universal 
Value through the overall layout, the design of the structures, their sculptural conception, 
and the construction materials. The reflective pools and the hard landscape elements 
around the buildings are preserved according to Niemeyer’s design, the tropical gardens 
are still present and retain their “Brazilian spirit”. The International Fair complex in Tripoli 
still bears witness to an era of modernisation and social liberalisation in Lebanon and the 
Arab Near East. 
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Protection and management requirements 

The Law N°274-10/03/2022 on the Reorganization of Rachid Karami International Fair 
is the main legal instrument that covers the property and includes basic protection 
mechanisms. The law sets out differentiated protection mechanisms for the rectangular 
area (800x500 metres) encompassing all Niemeyer designed structures and the extant 
part of the oval. Most of the buildings on the fairground need immediate stabilisation 
measures, maintenance, and structural repairs to preserve their integrity; the 
Conservation Management Plan that is being developed for the entire property should 
be finalised urgently to guarantee the conservation of its cultural and historical values in 
any future development processes. 

The long-term conservation of the Outstanding Universal Value of the property will 
benefit from the recognition of its cultural value under the national legislation for heritage 
protection, beyond the 2022 special law. An inclusive management structure involving 
heritage protection authorities, professionals and academic organisations and civil 
society representatives can guarantee a shared vision for the future of the property and 
its long-term protection. The systematic application of a Heritage Impact Assessment 
approach and related mechanisms provides the framework for ensuring compatible 
conservation, rehabilitation and reuse of the Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli. 

4. Also inscribes the Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli, Lebanon, on the List of 
World Heritage in Danger; 

5. Recommends that the State Party invite a joint World Heritage Centre/ICOMOS reactive 
monitoring mission to the property to establish a Desired state of conservation and a 
programme of corrective measures for the removal of the property from the List of World 
Heritage in Danger; 

6. Also recommends that the State Party give urgent consideration to the following: 

a) Providing the exact geographical coordinates of the boundaries of the property, 

b) Considering, with the assistance of the joint World Heritage Centre/ICOMOS 
reactive monitoring mission, the establishment of a buffer zone as per paragraphs 
103 to 105 of the Operational Guidelines to ensure an added layer of protection to 
the property, 

c) Developing detailed land-use and zoning guidelines for the planning of the 
immediate setting of the Rachid Karimi International Fair-Tripoli and of the portion of 
the oval within the property outside the nationally relevant “core zone”, 

d) Setting up a management structure for the property that also includes among its 
members representatives of the cultural heritage protection institutions, 
professionals and academic organisations and the civil society, 

e) Carrying out a geometric and architectural survey and a detailed condition 
assessment of Niemeyer’s structures as a knowledge basis for emergency 
stabilisation measures, conservation and structural rehabilitation interventions, 

f) Considering a digital project of the documentation preserved at the various publicly 
accessible archives, to promote research and ensure that the original project 
documentation is not lost due to disasters or accidents, 

g) Informing the World Heritage Centre of the intention to undertake or authorise any 
major projects which may affect the Outstanding Universal Value of the property, in 
line with paragraph 172 of Operational Guidelines, 

h) Developing and implementing a Heritage Impact Assessment for any project 
proposals that may have an impact on the Outstanding Universal Value of the 
property (including the “Knowledge and Innovation Centre” (KIC) project) and for the 
revision of the master plans of El-Mina and Tripoli; 
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7. Requests the State Party to submit to the World Heritage Centre by 1 February 2024, a 
report on the implementation of the above-mentioned recommendations for examination 
by the World Heritage Committee at its 46th session. 

 

Site Historic Center of the Port City of Odesa 
ID. N° 1703 
State Party Ukraine
Criteria proposed by State Party (ii)(iv) 
Date of receipt 11/10/2022

See ICOMOS Evaluation book, January 2023, page 25. 

Draft Decision: 18 EXT.COM 5.2 

The World Heritage Committee, 

1. Having examined Documents WHC/23/18.EXT.COM/5 and 
WHC/23/18.EXT.COM/INF.5, 

2. Inscribes the Historic Center of the Port City of Odesa, Ukraine, on the World 
Heritage List according to the emergency procedure, on the basis of criteria (ii) and (iv); 

3. Adopts the following Statement of Outstanding Universal Value: 

Brief synthesis 

The historic centre of Odesa is part of a port city located on the Ukrainian shores of the 
Black Sea. It stands on a shallow indentation of the seacoast about thirty kilometres north 
of the Dniester River estuary. The city was founded in 1794 by a strategic decision of the 
Empress Catherine II to build a warm-water port following the conclusion of the Russo-
Turkish war of 1787-1792.  

The new city, built on the site of a Turkish fortress, was initially planned by a military 
engineer and then expanded further during the 19th century.  

Odesa owes its character and rapid development during the 19th century to the success 
of its port, the favourable policies of its governors, and its status as a free port city from 
1819 to 1859. Trade attracted many diverse people who formed multi-ethnic and 
multicultural communities, making Odesa a cosmopolitan city. Its pace of development, 
the wealth it generated and its multiculturalism all influenced its architectural expression 
and the variety of styles that still remain in the urban landscape. It has also caused 
tensions that, beginning in 1821, triggered a series of violent events. 

The historic centre of Odesa is a grid system of spacious tree-lined streets divided into 
two rectangular blocks, the direction of which conformed to the orientation of two deep 
ravines cutting through the Odesa high plateau perpendicular to the sea. The city is 
characterised by relatively low-rise buildings. Designed by renowned architects and 
engineers, many from Italy in the early years, its theatres, religious buildings, schools, 
private palaces and tenement houses, clubs, hotels, banks, shopping centres, 
warehouses, stock exchanges, terminals and other public and administrative buildings 
represent both eclectic diversity in architectural styles and all the main activities of a 
trading city.  

Prymorsky Boulevard, stretching along the edge of the plateau, Potemkin Stairs coming 
down to the shore, and the ensemble of the Odesa Opera and Ballet Theatre, and the 
Palais-Royal are the main landmarks of the city.  

While the urban planning and architectural quality represented in Odesa can also be 
found in other cities in the former Russian and Austro-Hungarian Empires, Odesa has 
preserved large areas of its historic fabric that reflect its rapid and prosperous 
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development in the 19th century and its population which was far more diverse than in 
many other cities. Thus, Odesa, through its urban planning and built heritage as a 
reflection of many cultures, values, customs, social structures, and denominations, can 
be considered to stand out as a testimony to multicultural and multi-ethnic traditions of 
Eastern European cities of the 19th century.  

Criterion (ii): The historic centre of Odesa represents an important interchange of 
human values within Eastern Europe through its heterogeneous architectural styles, 
developed during its rapid growth in the 19th century, that reflect the coexistence of many 
cultures and the combination of influences characteristic of the border area of Europe 
and Asia. 

Criterion (iv): The historic centre of Odesa is an outstanding “time capsule” of the 
19th-century urban planning, with heterogeneous buildings mostly from the second half 
of the 19th century and the early 20th century, which reflects both the exceptionally fast 
growth of the town, based on the prosperity generated by the Industrial Revolution, and 
its notable diversity.  

Integrity  

While the designed plan of Odesa evolved in certain respects as the city grew, its main 
outline remained unchanged. The grid structure and the linear connection with the port 
and the sea are retained and legible in the cityscape, and many of 19th-century buildings 
have survived. The modified boundaries matching those of the Integrated Protection 
Zone of the current General Plan of Odesa encompass all the necessary attributes 
expressing the Outstanding Universal Value. 

The intactness of the city’s 19th- and early 20th-century architecture, seems to be mainly 
satisfactory for the key buildings, but remains highly vulnerable due to the lack of 
adequate planning controls and inappropriate conservation. The integrity of the form and 
characteristics of the building quarters behind the main street facades, also appears 
highly vulnerable to modern infill and inadequate conservation. Given the emergency 
procedure and the lack of a mission to the site, at the moment of inscription an 
appropriate assessment of how well the integrity of individual buildings and group of 
buildings has been maintained is to be envisaged. 

Authenticity 

The key attributes of Outstanding Universal Value relate to the planned layout of the city, 
and its heterogeneous architecture that reflects the diversity of its multicultural trading 
communities. The modified boundaries matching those of the Integrated Protection Zone 
of the current General Plan of Odesa, encompass all the necessary attributes that 
convey the idea of a coherent city, developed rapidly during a period of exceptional 
economic growth and with buildings that reflect fully the intertwined social, cultural and 
architectural influences that prevailed. 

Given the emergency procedure and the lack of a mission to the site, at the moment of 
inscription an appropriate assessment of the authenticity of individual buildings, their 
state of conservation, how their contexts have been respected, and how the new 
buildings developed during the last twenty years have impacted adversely on the overall 
authenticity of the urban ensemble is to be envisaged.  

Management and protection requirements 

General provisions for cultural heritage protection are established by the Law of Ukraine 
on Cultural Heritage Protection adopted in 2000. The Ministry of Culture and Information 
Policy of Ukraine is the highest authority in the sphere of cultural heritage, acting on 
behalf of the Cabinet of Ministers. It formulates and implements state policy on cultural 
heritage and directs the activities of state institutions related to culture and art. The 
Ministry is responsible for supervising and monitoring the protection of historic 
monuments. At the municipal level, the Department of Cultural Heritage Protection of the 
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Odesa City Council is responsible for the protection and conservation of cultural heritage 
sites in compliance with regulations on historic conservation in urban planning. 

The property is protected according to the local regulations established in 2008 by the 
General Plan of Odesa.  

The property is situated in the central zone, the most significant one in the city, where 
the main administrative, public, business, and cultural institutions are located. An 
Integrated Protection Zone was established. Its boundaries are delineated according to 
the current Historical and Architectural Reference Plan of Odesa, approved by the Order 
of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Ukraine and integrated into the General Plan of 
Odesa. Selected individual buildings and their complexes are listed in the State Register 
of Immovable Historical Monuments of Ukraine and protected in compliance with the Law 
of Ukraine on Cultural Heritage Protection as historic architectural monuments.  

The enhancement of the management system is needed to cover all attributes and 
provide for coordinated management with supporting administrative tools and decision-
making mechanisms. The management system should include detailed monitoring and 
conservation programmes, and an overall interpretation and presentation policy. Risk 
management should be included. 

4. Also inscribes the Historic Center of the Port City of Odesa, Ukraine, on the List of 
World Heritage in Danger; 

5. Recommends that the State Party invite a joint World Heritage Centre/ICOMOS reactive 
monitoring mission to the property, if this is feasible, to establish a Desired state of 
conservation and a programme of corrective measures for the removal of the property 
from the List of World Heritage in Danger; 

6. Requests the State Party to submit a map and geographical coordinates showing the 
modified boundaries of the property, with wider boundaries than those proposed in the 
nomination dossier and excluding the port area, covering the historic area of the city, as 
it was developed by the end of the 19th century and coinciding with those of the 
Integrated Protection Zone as shown in the General Plan of Odesa, with the port area 
as a part of the buffer zone, by 1 June 2023; 

7. Also recommends that the State Party give urgent consideration to the following: 

a) Extending the buffer zone to encompass the immediate setting of the modified 
boundaries as well as the port area, and submit a minor boundary modification 
request in this respect with details of how the buffer zone will be managed to support 
the Outstanding Universal Value of the property, 

b) Reinforcing the legal regulation for the Integrated Protection Zone to protect the 
attributes of the property against unsuitable development, 

c) Integrating Heritage Impact Assessment mechanisms into the legal framework as a 
pre-requisite for development projects and activities that are planned for 
implementation within the property or its buffer zone, 

d) Developing an inventory and indicators for the assessment of the state of 
conservation of the property together with developing and implementing a 
monitoring system, 

e) Continuing the implementation of conservation programmes with priorities given to 
buildings at risk and areas that need urgent stabilisation or conservation 
interventions, 

f) Developing a study to identify tangible and intangible aspects of multi-ethnic and 
multicultural heritage of the city and developing measures for an interpretation 
policy, 
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g) Revising the draft management plan to include disaster, climate change and other 
risk preparedness measures, as well as implementation measures for emergency 
responses; 

8. Also requests the State Party to submit to the World Heritage Centre by 1 February 
2024, a report on the implementation of the above-mentioned recommendations for 
examination by the World Heritage Committee at its 46th session; 

9. Decides that the name of the property be changed to become “The Historic Centre of 
Odesa”.  

 

Site Landmarks of the Ancient Kingdom of Saba in Marib Governorate 
ID. N° 1700 
State Party Yemen 
Criteria proposed by State Party (iii)(iv) 
Date of receipt 11/02/2022

See ICOMOS Evaluation book, January 2023, page 12. 

Draft Decision: 18 EXT.COM 5.3 

The World Heritage Committee, 

1. Having examined Documents WHC/23/18.EXT.COM/5 and 
WHC/23/18.EXT.COM/INF.5, 

2. Inscribes the Landmarks of the Ancient Kingdom of Saba in Marib Governorate, 
Yemen, on the World Heritage List according to the emergency procedure, on the basis 
of criteria (iii) and (iv); 

3. Taking note that the authenticity, integrity, protection and management of the property or 
its potential vulnerabilities could not have been fully evaluated at this stage due to the 
lack of a technical evaluation mission to the site, 

4. Adopts the following Statement of Outstanding Universal Value: 

Brief synthesis 

The Landmarks of the Ancient Kingdom of Saba represents a period of the South Arabian 
history from the 1st millennium BCE until the arrival of Islam to the region in 630 CE, 
when the ancient Yemeni kingdoms developed amidst the harsh and arid environment 
of the Arabian Peninsula and flourished through their involvement with the Incense Trade 
Route linking South Arabia to the Mediterranean, from about the 8th century BCE to the 
3rd century CE, before it was overpowered by the Ḥimyar people.  

Located in the Marib Governorate in central Yemen, seven archaeological sites reflect 
the affluent Kingdom of Saba, arising from its control of the incense trade in South Arabia 
and its architectural, aesthetic and technological achievements that bear witness to a 
highly complex society with a strong, well-organised and centralised administration, as 
evidenced by numerous historical wall inscriptions. 

The Sabaeans' culture and wealth is clearly evident in the ensemble of two cities, 
temples and extensive irrigation systems. The walled capital city Ma’rib, was the 
administrative, cultural and economic centre of the Kingdom of Saba, while the fortified 
city of Sirwah, some forty kilometres to the west, may have acted as its military capital. 
The monumental colonnaded sanctuaries in the temples of Ḥarūnum, Awām and Bar’ān 
were linked by a processional pilgrimage route, which attracted adherents from across 
the Arabian Peninsula. Technological knowledge in the field of hydrological engineering 
enabled the Sabaeans to create the Ma’rib dam, which fed an innovative irrigation 
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system of canals that allowed cultivation of a vast territory spreading north and south of 
Ma’rib, that was considered to be the largest artificial oasis in ancient Arabia.  

Criterion (iii): The Landmarks of the Ancient Kingdom of Saba, with the monumental 
architecture and the preserved hydraulic structures erected by the Sabaeans, 
demonstrate high level of technological know-how and engineering skills. They are an 
exceptional testimony to the affluence of the Kingdom of Saba, which dominated South 
Arabia in the period between the 8th century BCE to the 3rd century CE as a political 
and cultural power. They reflect the high socio-political and economic status of the 
kingdom, which owed its prosperity to control of the incense trade, and its survival in the 
harsh arid environment of the Arabian Peninsula through the creation of large oases 
based on a sophisticated irrigation system linked to the Ma’rib dam. The preserved wall 
inscriptions that document historical events, religious occasions, and administrative 
decisions offer a glimpse into the main domains of life of the kingdom. 

Criterion (iv): The Landmarks of the Ancient Kingdom of Saba with their monumental 
architecture and diverse technological advances represent an outstanding example of 
an ensemble that testifies to the cultural tradition of the Kingdom of Saba that served as 
a central node in the frankincense trade route through the Arabian Peninsula. Flourishing 
within the semi-arid landscape of valleys, mountains and deserts of South Arabia thanks 
to a highly advanced irrigation system, the kingdom played a key influential role among 
neighbouring realms and in the wider network of cultural exchanges at a time when trade 
routes linked South Arabia with the Mediterranean and North Africa. The dam of the 
Ma’rib irrigation system, which enabled farming in what is said to be the largest artificial 
oasis in ancient Arabia, represents the pinnacle of hydrological engineering in the region. 

Integrity  

The component parts of the property include the attributes necessary to ensure the 
representation of the features and processes, which convey the property’s Outstanding 
Universal Value. The physical fabric of the property can be considered as very poor with 
some attributes having been gravely damaged. Considering the existing threats related 
to the war and the developmental pressures, integrity of the individual component parts 
and of the property as a whole can be considered as highly vulnerable. 

Authenticity 

The authenticity of the individual component parts and of the whole series can be 
considered as highly vulnerable due to historical developments and contemporary 
threats. Despite changes in the landscape of the property associated with the 
development of the modern city of Ma’rib, and the urban sprawl that led to the destruction 
of some areas with archaeological potential, the historical oasis setting of the component 
parts can be still understood. Demolishing of post-Sabaean vernacular architecture, 
which reflects the traditions that link the pre-Islamic Sabaean culture with the cultures 
that developed in the area after the arrival of Islam, and which constitutes part of the 
historical context of the property, is of concern. 

Management and protection requirements 

The archaeological material at all component parts is legally protected at the national 
level through the Law on Antiquities N. 21/1994 and its amendments set forth by Law N. 
8/1997. The ancient city of Ma’rib is protected as a historic town by Law N. 16/2013. The 
legal authority within the boundaries of the component parts is unclear, as are protection 
mechanisms that apply to the property. The legal basis for the buffer zones, including 
buffer zone B, is also not known at this stage. 

Protection and management of the property reside at the highest level with the General 
Organization of Antiquities and Museums; the Ma’rib branch being responsible for the 
monitoring and maintenance of the component parts. The General Organization for the 
Preservation of Historic Cities in Yemen is in charge of the protection and management 
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of the ancient city of Ma’rib as a historic town. Besides the legal-institutional protection, 
the component parts benefit from traditional protection provided by the local tribes. 

At present, there is no management plan for the property in place. Conservation and 
Management Guidelines have been developed to guide future management and 
protection of the component parts. But it is unclear how the proposed plan of action will 
be implemented given the precarious political situation. The management measures for 
the buffer zones, including buffer zone B, have not been provided. 

5. Also inscribes the Landmarks of the Ancient Kingdom of Saba in Marib Governorate, 
Yemen, on the List of World Heritage in Danger; 

6. Recommends that the State Party give urgent consideration to the following: 

a) Inviting, as soon as feasible, a reactive monitoring mission to the property, to: 

i) Prepare a detailed report on the state of conservation, 

ii) Assess protection of the property and its buffer zones, 

iii) Consider the effectiveness of its boundaries, 

iv) Establish a Desired state of conservation and a programme of corrective 
measures for the removal of the property from the List of World Heritage in 
Danger, 

b) Halting the implementation of the 2018 Master Plan until a full assessment has been 
undertaken, through a Heritage Impact Assessment, of its potential impacts on the 
Outstanding Universal Value of the property and its setting, and, based on the results 
of the Heritage Impact Assessment, undertaking necessary revisions of the Plan, 

c) Reinstating funding for management and conservation, 

d) Developing as a matter of urgency risk preparedness plans for each component part 
to address vandalism and looting as well as overall protection, 

e) Including local tribes as traditional custodians of the component parts in the 
management and protection of the property to ensure buy-in from local communities 
and prevent potential conflicts, 

f) Extending protection measures onto the post-Sabaean vernacular architecture in 
the ancient cities of Ma’rib and Sirwah as part of the safeguarding of the historic and 
traditional context of the property, and involving local populations in the protection 
and management of these heritage resources, 

g) Completing an inventory of Sabaean monuments and sites, 

h) Enhancing the coordination of inputs from varied research institutions and 
international agencies to ensure that there is no duplication of work or resources 
and to maximise and sustain the initiatives aimed at capacity-strengthening, 
knowledge production, protection and management of the property, 

i) Informing the World Heritage Centre of the intention to undertake or authorise all 
major projects which may affect the Outstanding Universal Value of the property, in 
line with paragraph 172 of the Operational Guidelines; 

7. Requests the State Party to submit to the World Heritage Centre by 1 February 2024, a 
report on the implementation of the above-mentioned recommendations for examination 
by the World Heritage Committee at its 46th session; 

8. Decides that the name of the property be changed to become “Landmarks of the 
Ancient Kingdom of Saba”, as the governorate of Marib is a present-day administrative 
unit which does not reflect the boundaries of the ancient Kingdom of Saba, there is no 
needed to reference it in the name of the property.  
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II. RECORD OF THE PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES OF EACH SITE BEING DISCUSSED AT 
THE 18TH EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE 

A.  Table of the surface areas and buffer zones of sites proposed for examination 
   

 

*The areas will have to be updated according to the modified boundaries.  
 
 

B.  Serial nomination tables of sites proposed for examination 
Serial component names are listed in the language in which they have been submitted by the State(s) Party(ies). 

 
 

 Yemen 
C 1700 Landmarks of the Ancient Kingdom of Saba in Marib Governorate  
  
Serial ID No. Name  Property (ha) Buffer zone (ha) Centre point coordinates 
1700-001 Ancient City of Ma’rib 152 8933 N15 25 36.76 E45 20 6.82 

1700-002 Awām Temple 36.2 N15 24 15.91 E45 21 21.04 
1700-003 Bar’ān Temple 0.79 N15 24 11.56 E45 20 35.24 
1700-004 Ancient Dam of Ma’rib - Northern Bank 60.4 N15 24 16.19 E45 16 11.19 
1700-005 Ancient Dam of Ma’rib - Southern Bank 14 N15 23 51.24 E45 16 7.51 
1700-006 Ancient Dam of Ma’rib - Dam of AlJufaynah 29.5 N15 25 11.96 E45 17 1.29 
1700-007 Ancient City of Sirwah 82.4 17034.6 N15 27 6.40 E45 1 5.22 
 TOTAL  375.29 25967.6  

 

State Party  World Heritage nomination ID N  Area (ha)  Buffer zone (ha) Centre point coordinates 
 

CULTURAL SITES 
 

Lebanon  Rachid Karami International Fair-Tripoli 1702 72 -- N34 26 16 E35 49 27 
Ukraine  Historic Center of the Port City of Odesa  1703 237.58* 1068.5* N46 29 11.22 E30 44 29.81 
Yemen Landmarks of the Ancient Kingdom of Saba in Marib 

Governorate 
1700 375.29 25,967.6 See serial nomination table 


