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Introduction

1. The Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultuiral and Natiral

Heritage provides for the establishment of a Fimd, called "The World Heritage
Find" and sets outt a number of general principles relating to the management of this
Fmd (Section IV, Articles 15 to 18 of the Convention). However, certain matters of
a practical natire remain on which a decision has to be taken. These include:

(a) the amoimt of the contribitions to be made to the Fuind by the States
Parties to the Convention which have not made tile declaration foreseen
in Article 16(2) of the Convention:

(b) the method and procedure for the payment of these contributions:
and )

(¢) special Financial Regrlations for the administration of the Vorild Heritage
Fund.

2. According to the terms of the Convention, it is the General Assembly of States
Parties which determines thie amoimt of the contributions to be made by States
Parties:; ne present docvment provides some backgrowmnd information to assist States
Parties in taking this decision. As to the method and procedure for the payment of
contribvtions, the present dociment contains a number of suggestions which are sub-
mitted to the General Assembly for its consideration. Tinally, with respect to the
administration of the Find, the Convention stipulates that this showld be carried
ot in conformity with the Financial Regulations of Unesco (Article 15{(2)). Accord-
ingly, the Secretariat has prepared draft special financial regulations for the
Find which are attached as Annex I to the present docvment. The Director-General
would welcome any comments the General Assembly migiht wish to make on these draft
repdations on which, in accordance with Regulation S.7 of Unesco's Financial

A

Regilations, the Director-General will report to the Lxecutive Board.

I. Amoint of the contribuiions to be made by States Parties

3. It may be usefil to recall briefly the main provisions of the Convention on this
subject "(Article 16):
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(a) the amownt of the contribirtions to be made by States Parties is
determined, every two years, by the General Assembly, meeting during
sessions of Unesco's General Conference: <the first General Assembly,
therefore, is called vpon to determine the amoimt of the contributions
for the biemnium 1977-1975 (Article 16(1))-

(b) the amownt of the contributions is expressed as a miform percentage of
the contribution of States Parties to Unesco's Regular Budget
(Article 16(1)):

(¢) the maximm amoimt that may be determined by the General Assembly for
any one period is 1% of the contribution of States to Unesco's Regnlar
Budget (Article 16(1)):

(d) any State Party to the Convention may declare at the time it deposits its
instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession that it shall not be
boirnd by the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 16; 1in this case, the
contribution shoild not be less than the contribution it showld have paid
if it had been boind by the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 15.

.« It would appear from the terms of Article 16(1) of the Convention that it is
the General Assembly as a vhole which determines the amoimt of the contribi-

tions. However, this decision, in order to be valid and operative in connexion

with the obligation taken by those States Parties which have not made the declar-

ation referred to in Article 16(2) of the Convention shall also have received the

concirrent votes of a majority of these States Parties present and voting. It would

therefore seem necessary for the voting on this decision to be effected by roll-call.

5. The General Assembly will be informed of the probable scale of assessments for

the contributions of all States Parties to the Regular 3udzet for the Orzaniza-
tion for 1977-1978, tosether with an indication of tile amount represented by 155 of
this contribution. This will provide to the General Assembly some indication of the
resources resulting from the contributions of States Parties that would be at the
disposal of the World Heritage Committee for 1977~1978 if States Parties made com-
pulsory and voluntary contributions of the order of 1% of their contribution to the
Repgular Budget of Unesco.

5. For the information of the General Assembly the list of those States Parties
hat have made the declaration foreseen in Article 16(2) of the Convention is
civen below:

Bulgaria

France

Federal Reptblic of CGermany
United States of America

II. Method and rrocedure for the payment of contributions from
States Parties

Te In order to enable the Vorld Heritage Committee to plan effectively its activ-
ities, the General Assembly may wish to adopt the following methiod and pro-
cedire for the payment of contributions from States Parties:

(i) States which become Parties to the Convention in the cotrse of the first
year of the financial period - which, according to Article 2.1 of the draft
financial regilations for the Find shall be thetwo consecutive calendar
years coinciding with the financial period of the Regular Budget of Unesco -
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and have not made the declaration foreseen in paragraph 2 of Article 16

of the Convention shall be- requirec to make the f11ll contribution for the
financial period, as determined by the General Assembly of States Parties.
Those States which become Parties during the second year of the financial
period as defined above, and have not made the above—mentloned declaration
shall be required to pay half of the contribution for the financial period;

(ii) after the General Assembly has determlned the amoimt of the’ contributions
of States which have not made the declaration foreseen in paragrapn 2 of
Article 15 of the Convention, the Director-General shall inform all States
Parties of the decision taxen by the General Assembly. At the same time he

_shall ask those States whlca have not made the said declaration to remit
one half of their contribution and tnose States that have made the said
declaration to indicate the amount of their contributions for the two-year
financial period and to remit one half of this contribution:

(1ii) at the end of the first calendar year of the two-year financial period,
the Director-General shall inform States Parties that their contributions
for the second year of the financial period are due;

(iv) States Parties shall be requested to make their contributions as soon as Q‘
possible after receipt of the commmications from the Director-General
referred to in paragraphs (1i) and (iii) above. As of 1 January of the
year following that to which contributions relate, the impaid balance of
stich contributions shall be considered to be one year in arrears, {or the
purpose of paragraph 5 of Article 15 of the Convention:

(v) contribuitions to the Fimd shall be assessed in dollars of the United States
of America:

(vi) the currency of contributtions shall be determined in accordance with the

practice adopted with respect to the cirrency of contributions to the
budget of the Organization.

ITI. Special Financial Resvlations for the Vorld lleritase Fund

3. In accordance withi Article 6 of Unesco's Financial Rezwlations, the Director-
General has prepared draft special financial regulations to govern the operations-

of the liorld Heritage Find. These special financial regulations, which are submitted':

to the General Assembly for its information and comments, are to be fornd in Annex I

to the present document. In accordance with Regulation 6.7 of Unesco's Financial
Regulations, the Director-General will report to the FErecutive Board on these special

Financial Regulations, which may be amended by him in the light of the comments made by

tne General Assembly.

9. The General Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolutions:

A. "The General Assenbly of States Partiés to the Convention concerning the Protection
of the World Cvltural and Natural Heritage,

Considering Article 16(1) of the said Convention,

Decides that, for the States Parties to this Convention, which have not made the
declaration referred to in Article 15(2) of the Convention, the amovnt of their
contributions to the lYorld Heritage Fimd established inder the terms of the
Convention shall, for the biennivm 1977-1370 be ...5 of their contribittion to the
Regrlar Burdget of Unesco.
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B.

"The General Assembly of States Parties to the Convention concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natvral Heritage,

Considering Articles 15 and 16 of the Convention concerning thé Protection of
tie Vorld Cultwral and Natwral Heritage,

Having examined the proposals contained in document SHC—?Q/CONF.Ol%/COL.E__
relating ‘to the Find for the Protection of the Vorld Cultural and Natural
Heritage, B ’

Adopts the method and procedire for the payment of the compulsory and volimtary
contributions of States Parties to the Convention, as set out in paragrapn 7 of

dociment- SHC-76/CONF.011/COL. %,

Draws the attention of tihe Director-General to the following comments on the
draft special Financial Regulations which is to govern the operations of the
said Fund." '




