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From Monumental Preservation to Culture for Sustainable Development
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“The HUL approach shifts emphasis from the 
monumental architecture to  the conservation  of  
urban values that  undergird the life of the city.”
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The UNESCO 2011 Recommendation on The Historic Urban Landscape (HUL)

Ensuring the Quality of Life in Urban Areas and Settlements
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The HUL Approach: Layering Of Heritage Values
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HUL Recommendation and Sustainable Development

Urban Heritage and Sustainable Development
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HUL 
Recommendation

World Heritage 
Cities Programme 

Urban Notebooks World Heritage
City Labs

World Heritage
City Dialogues 

World Heritage
Canopy

Theoretical and 
methodological material  
to support the 
management of urban 
heritage; monitoring 
reports; UNESCO 
Decisions and 
Resolutions concerning 
the Recommendation; 
Member State Survey 
Reports; Expert 
Workshops 

The World Heritage 
Cities Programme is one 
of six thematic 
programmes formally 
approved and 
monitored by the World 
Heritage Committee. 
313 World Heritage 
properties

http://whc.unesco.org/e
n/cities/

The monthly e-
newsletter on 
conservation and 
management of urban 
heritage includes 
innovative practices in 
support of integrating 
heritage conservation
with sustainable urban 
development. In English, 
French, and Spanish.
https://whc.unesco.org/
en/urbannotebooks/

Innovative global and 
collaborative workshops 
to support the co-
creation of strategies 
and solutions to the 
challenges of managing 
World Heritage cities 
based on practical case 
studies 

https://whc.unesco.org/
pg.cfm?cid=83&pattern=
&id_keywords=839

A virtual platform for 
site managers and 
local authorities to 
meet, exchange, and 
share across their 
region their 
knowledge, 
innovations, and 
experiences.

A platform of 
innovative practices 
and strategies that 
further heritage 
protection for 
sustainable 
development,
including 
implementing the HUL 
Recommendation.

https://whc.unesco.org
/en/canopy/

Initiatives and Reference Materials
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UNESCO Member States Survey on the Implementation of the 

Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape

Consultations on the 
implementation of the HUL 
Recommendation by the UNESCO 
Member States:

Every four years, Member States are 
invited to report on 
the implementation of the HUL 
Recommendation in their country.

- First UNESCO Member State 
Consultation (2015)

- Second UNESCO Member 
State Consultation (2019)

- Third UNESCO Member State            
Consultation (2022)
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Stone Town of Zanzibar (United Republic of 
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2022 UNESCO Member States Survey on the Implementation of the Recommendation on the Historic 

Urban Landscape

The survey questions in both Section A and 
Section B are organised in six thematic areas, 
covering the key objectives of the 2011 HUL 
Recommendation:

1. Governance and planning.
2. Urban heritage attributes and layering.
3. Inclusion and participation.
4. Inclusive economic benefits.
5. Sustainable development and climate 

resilience.
6. Knowledge and capacity building.
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Process

Invitation sent to 
Ministries

• Ministries 
appoint 
respondents 
for sections A 
and B

Reach out to 
appointed 

respondents

• Individual links 
to the survey 
are sent

The Secretariat 
encourgaes 
participation

• Reach out to 
WH Focal 
Points, site 
managers etc

Capacity building 
sessions

• Online 
sessions to 
go through 
the survey. 
Q&A

Deadline for 
submission of the 

Survey

• Responses to 
all section A 
and B must 
reach the 
Secretariat

Timeframe: June-October 2022
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Thank you
World Heritage Cities Programme
worldheritagecities@unesco.org

mailto:worldheritagecities@unesco.org

