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SECTION 1- INTRODUCTION

The famous historian Strabo indicates that the dtang were a people who came to
Anatolia from the Balkans, while the Roman histor@uintus Cirtius (Hist Alex 111,1-2)
remarkes that the capital of the Phrygians was theaSakarya (Sangarios) River. Tangible
remains about this people, who founded a civilaraand whose political, social and cultural
relations were the subject to ancient sourcestestdo be discovered in a relatively not so
distant time. German classical philologist Alfredrke defined this ancient settlement as
“Gordion”, based on what Greek and Latin writerégdsabout the old Phrygian capital,
during his visit to a place on the Sakarya (Sawnganiver in 1893. This discovery of Alfred
Korte was a turning point not only for Gordion ahé nearby Yassihdyiuk Village, but also
for world history and archaeologyAfter this date, Gordion excavations continued at
intervals. Discovery of the Great Tumulus (TumulMB), which has the oldest wooden
burial chamber in the world, by Rodney S. Youndl850, aroused great excitemenhe
archaeological investigations in the Site haved@dinumerous materials which shed light to
the Phrygian civilization and also showed that @taMound that are uninterruptedly
inhabited. The tumuli scattered over wide steppegggphy marked the landscape, the
legends have inspired the ancient art. Taking agdmount Gordion’s Universal Values, the
site was included UNESCO World Heritage Tentatiig In 2012.

Today, along with the excavations carried out wittiie scope of the Gordion Archeology
Project, conservation studies have been continugdan interdisciplinary teantn addition,
many plans and projects have been implemented agleaticians, the experts of Ankara
Anatolian Civilizations Museum and Gordion Museums well as relevant local
stakeholders, especially Polatli Municipality, orotgction, conservation, documentation,
and education. These works are mentioned in thisagement planwithin the scope of
Gordion's nomination to the UNESCO World HeritagetLthe Management Plan studies
have also accelerated and this Management Plabew®as prepared within the scope of the
cooperation protocol signed between the Ministry @dilture and Tourism, General

Directorate of Cultural Heritage and Museums anlati dMunicipality on 14.09.2018.

1.1. Rationale for the Management Plan

Yassihoyuk, where Gordion is located, is a neighbod that has been defined as a rural
settlement due to its geographical, social and @mon structure, as a part of Polath district
of Ankara province in accordance with national $égfion. Therefore, in accordance with its

legal and administrative structure, it has the ati@ristic of being a settlement where many
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stakeholders at central and local scale are aatfubtd develop plans, programs and projects
in the field.

The development of scientific research and excanaittivities in the site, the establishment
of priority policies for their conservation and fgction, the implementation method that will
contribute to the development of rural and locé land tourism, is made possible by
practices and approaches within the framework ef"g8ite management planThere is a
need for a management plan that will constituteaméwork for providing decision-making
mechanisms and managing the site in order to grgiezserve and evaluate all the values as
well as the archaeological and cultural importaoté&ordion and its surroundings with a

holistic approach.

1.2. Preparation Process of Gordion (Yassihdyik) ahlts Near Environment

Management Plan

1.2.1. Working Process

Preparation process of a site management plarfireedein additional article 2 of Law No.
2863 amended by Law No. 5226 as well as in “TheuRdign on the Substance and
Procedures of the Establishment and Duties of fte lanagement and the Monument
Council and Identification of Management Sites"eeatl into force after being published in
the Official Gazette dated 27.11.2005 and numb26896.

In accordance with the aforementioned law and edgul, draft management plan was
prepared by the Ministry of Culture and Tourisnonder to protect, conserve, evaluate and

develop the Site.

First of all, the planning team has been formechveih interdisciplinary approach and a
planning schedule has been envisaged. Within thendwork of article 10 of “The

Regulation on the Substance and Procedures of steblishment and Duties of the Site
Management and the Monument Council and Identiicabf Management Sites" the

experts in the planning team and the departmeaisgtaduated from are as follows:

Pinar KIBSEVEN Archaeology
Yildinm INAN Archaeology
Dr. Zeynep TUNA YUNCU City and Regional Planning
Kivilcim Nese AKDOGAN  City and Regional Planning
Dr. Sule KILIC YILDIZ History of Art



Ummithan Nugah CABBAR  Architecture

Ugur ISIK Economy
Erdem B Business
Yavuz YAGAN Public Administration

The management structure consisting of the "Sitenddar", "Advisory Board" and
"Coordination and Audit Board" is formed by the N&iny of Culture and Tourism In
accordance with Article 14 of the "The Regulationtbe Substance and Procedures of the
Establishment and Duties of the Site Management #yed Monument Council and
Identification of Management Sites"; a site mamagéno has previously worked on the
area, has adequate knowledge of the area, canogesespecific vision for the area, has
knowledge on new approaches to cultural and nafpuogderty management, is experienced
in management policies and implementations, isadwgate from university departments such
as architecture, urban and regional planning, &alogy, art history, public administration,
business management and economics shall be appbdigtehe Ministry of Culture and
Tourism. In Article 15, it is stated that; the agbwiy board shall be composed of at least five
members from persons with the right to propertyhie area, professional chambers, civil
society organisations, relevant university depantisiesite manager and members to be
determined by the competent authority. In Artick it is also stated that the coordination
and audit board shall be composed of at least rfieenbers, one of them being the site
manager, two members to be elected by the advisosyd from among its own members,
and at least one representative from each of thargsirations the services of which are

needed within the scope of the draft management pla

The management plan is assessed by the AdvisomdBoal approved by the Coordination
and Audit Board. The process (preparation, evalnatiapproval, implementation,
monitoring and updating of the management placarsied out in cooperation with the site
manager. The site manager is also responsibleh®mpteparation of the annual working

schedule and audit reports.

Accordingly, Mustafa KAYMAK, Director of the AnkaraRegional Council for
Conservation of Cultural Properties Directorate, swappointed as the "Gordion
(Yassihoylk) Site Manager" with the Ministry's Appal dated 27.11.2019 and numbered
E.967202. The Advisory Board and the Coordinatiod Audit Board constituted for the
"Gordion (Yassihdyik) Management Plan" were deteechiby the Authority Approval
dated 08.06.2020 and numbered E.378691. MembertheofAdvisory Board and the

Coordination and Supervision Board are listed below



ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Prof. Dr. Musa KADIGGLU Archaeologist / Lecturer

Dr. Ayse GURSAN-SALZMANN  Archaeologist / Faculty Member,

Dr. Miige BAHCEQ Architect / Faculty Member

Architect / Member of the Ankara Regional Counoil €onservation of Cultural Properties
Mehmet And ATASOY Archaeologist

Melek YILDIZTURAN Archaeologist

Unver YAVUZ Mukhtar of Yassihdyik Neighbourhood
Burhan ALBAYRAK Mukhtar of Beylikkdprtileighbourhood
GokaySAVUJ Mukhtar of Cekirdeksiz Neighbourhood
Mehmet YAVUZ, Mukhtar of Kiranharmani Neighboodd
Nurullah Oz Mukhtar of Omerler Nefghurhood

Korkmaz KADEMLIOGLU Mukhtar of Sazilar Neighbourhood

Riza BAGCI Mukhtar ofaban6zi Neighbourhood

Sedat CEVZDALI Mukhtar of Gencali Neighbourhood

Kadim KOC Polatli History and CubiliStudies Association
Mukadder EKREM@LU World Heritage Gordion Platform

COORDINATION AND AUDIT BOARD MEMBERS

Site Manager (Mustafa KAYMAK)

Representative of the General Directorate for CaltHeritage and Museums
Representative of Ankara Governorship Provincidt€e and Tourism Directorate
Representative of Ankara Anatolian Civilizations $éum Directorate

Representative of Ankara Regional Council for Covestoon of Cultural Properties
Directorate

Representative of Ankara Survey and Monuments Riraete

Representative of the Gordion Excavation Directorat

Representative of Ankara Governorship, Provincidgte@orate of Environment and
Urbanization

Representative of Ankara Governorship, Provinciaé®orate of Agriculture and Forestry
Representative of Ankara Development Agency

Representative of Ankara Metropolitan Municipality

Representative of Polatli District Governorship

Representative of Polatli Municipality



Representative of General Directorate of State &lylir Works - the 5th Regional
Directorate

Representative of Highways 4th Regional Directorate

Representative of Polatli Chamber of Agriculture

Representative of Polatli Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Miige BAHCEQ Architect/Faculty Member*

Kadim KOC / Polath History and Cultural Studiessasiation*

(* These representetives were elected from the meesnlof the Advisory Board in
accordance with Article 16 of the "The Regulationtbe Substance and Procedures of the
Establishment and Duties of the Site Management #yed Monument Council and

Identification of Management Sites".)

1.2.2. Method of the Management Plan

During the preparation of the Gordion (Yassihoylilgnagement Plan, the relevant national
legislation provisions mentioned above, the Worlgrithge Convention (UNESCO 1972),
Operational Guidelines for the Implementation ofe tWorld Heritage Convention
(UNESCO, 2019), The "Management Guide for World itdge Sites" prepared by the
International Centre for the Study of the Preséomaand Restoration of Cultural Property
(ICCROM) has been examineddditionally, the plans and projects related to Bite

prepared in previous years were taken into coreiber.

One of these projects considered as an importasburee was the Conservation
Management Planning Project for Gordion and itsifemg initiated in 2007 with the
partnership of Penn Design, University of PenngylwaMuseum of Archaeology and
Anthropology (Penn Museum) and Ankara Middle Easthiical University Faculty of
Architecture.The aims of the mentioned project were mentione®ection 7.4.1. This
project is not an approved management plan, batah important document presenting the

results of a comprehensive study.

During the preparation process of the Managemesm, Rlarious meetings were held with
the main stakeholders, the University of PennsybvaMuseum of Archaeology and
Anthropology (Penn Museum), the Ankara AnatoliamilZations Museum Directorate, the
Ankara Regional Council for Conservation of CultiPeoperties Directorate, and the Polatli
Municipality. In these meetings, ideas were excldngn the content and development of
the Management Plan. Important information was iolexy at these meetings and this

information helped to identify issues to be addedss



Furthermore, a questionnaire was prepared by thertesxof the Ministry to be applied to the
people living in the rural settlements located iard@on and its surrounding. This survey
study aimed to understand the relationship betweenhocal people and the site and then to
develop the most appropriate and realistic politdeshe site. It was applied to the residents
of Yassihdyluk, Cekirdeksiz, Sazil&abandzi Neighbourhoods by the authorities of Rolatl

Municipality and Polath History and Cultural StediAssociation.

Fig.1 Questionnaire work with local people.

1.2.3. Purpose and Scope of the Management Plan

The Management Plan is a guideline document in lwhie management approach is
documented and the decisions made about the stéaken as a basis in the planning
process.in this context, management plans are described psactical tool that aims to
ensure the cultural sustainability of the site Isyablishing a balance between research,
conservation, restoration, tourism, economic deyaknt and the needs and priorities of the
local people of the regiomherefore, the main objectives of the managemesm pre to
ensure the protection and sustainability of thedrtgmce and values of the site, and also to
help all stakeholders and visitors to adopt theartgnce and values of the site in the best
possible way.

The primary purpose of the Gordion (Yassihdyik) Bgament Plan is to determine the
values and importance of Gordion, and its enviramimand to ensure that these values are
understood by all segments of the sociStystainable management of the balance between
protection and use of the archaeological and alltwsources of the site; and to create an
opportunity for joint action among stakeholders dhd development of implementation
mechanisms in order to make healthy decisions ersite are also other purposes of this

Management Plan.



In this way, it is aimed to ensure coordination amoall stakeholders who have
responsibility and interest in the site, in ordeptotect, keep alive, evaluate and transfer all
the values of Gordion and its environment to futgeeerationsin this direction, a process-
oriented approach was adopted rather than an amtiented approach during the

preparation process of the plan.



SECTION 2-DESCRIPTION AND VALUES

2.1. Location and Boundaries
The archaeological site of Gordion is located ia @entral Anatolian region of Turkey, at

the village (mahalle) of Yassihoyuk, near the poirjunction of Sakarya and Porsuk Rivers,
east of Sakarya River, ca. 90 km. southwest of fmkand 18 km northwest of Polatl.

Yassihoyik is neighbors with Kiranharmani, Beyligidve Cekirdeksiz districts.
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Fig. 2 Map showing the location of Yassihéyuk (Gordion)

Fig. 2.1 Aerial photo of Gordion.



The property was designated as a 1st and 3rd dégodmeological Site by the Decision
N0.1096, 16.02.1990 of the Ankara Regional Coufmil Conservation of Cultural and
Natural Properties. 1st Degree Archaeological Sitdludes the Citadel Mound, the
fortifications (incl. Klicuk Héyluk/Small Mound, Ktepe/Bird Mound), the Lower Town and
73 Tumuli including Tumulus MM. A part of Yassihdyand the Outer Town is located in

the 3rd Degree Archaeological Site.

GORDION({YASSIHOYUK) 1. DERECE VE 3. DERECE ARKEOLOL.IK SIT ALANI SINIRLARI

Fig. 2.2Map showing the®land 3 Degree Archaeological Site of Gordion

Primarily, the management area boundaries of Gondkere determined within the scope of
the preparations for the nomination of Gordion B$CO World Heritage List.

According to “Regulation on the Substance and Rioees of the Establishment and Duties
of the Site Management and the Monument Council laeatification of Management
Sites”, the boundaries of management area arendietd by the Ministry (Ministry of
Culture and Tourism) by taking the opinions of tiéevant administrations. While doing
this, coordination between central and local adstiations competent for planning and
conservation and non-governmental organizationserisured. The aim is effectively
protecting, sustain, evaluate, develop the siterat@a certain vision and theme as well as

meet the cultural and educational needs of theegoiri the natural integrity of the site.



In order to determine the boundaries of the managérarea, on-site surveys and field
studies were conducted between 23-24 July 2018, thwé participation of the relevant units
of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism (General &itorate of Cultural Heritage and
Museums), Gordion Excavation Team and Polatl Mpalgy experts. Following the field
studies, meeting with stakeholders was hakla result of the studiet)e boundaries of the
Gordion (Yassihgyiuk) Management Area were foundr@ppate with the Authority
Approval dated 18.11.2019 and numbered E.912100.

During the meeting, attention was drawn to theofelhg issues;

It would be appropriate that the boundary of theatel 3rd Degree Archaeological Site as
the boundry of the Nominated WHS since all thosmasrand/or attributes that are a direct
and tangible expression of its Outstanding Univévsdue would have been included.

Buffer zone is an important component of the coratérn strategy to protect the Site as a
whole.

Therefore, the buffer zone should include the theediate vicinity of the Site taking into
account important vantage points, or attributestlier conservation of the site in a holistic

approach.

Within this framework, boundary of the Nominated WHand buffer zone has been
established and composed the scope of the Manag&iamn Regarding to the boundary of
Management Plan, the opinions of the relevanttut&ins were consulted and in line with
the opinions, the Boundary of the Management Afe@ardion (Yassihoyuk), as is seen on

the map below, was approved in 04.01.2021.
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Fig. 2.3Map showing the boundaries of the Nominated WHSlasfferzone.
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Fig.2.4Map showing the boundaries of the Managemen Plan.




Locations of the Tumuli in the Nominated WHS andfé&uzone are shown in Table 1 and
Table 2. 73 of these tumuli are in the Site ancelin the buffer zone. As can be seen from

the map below, tumuli are mostly concentrated irssYladyik Neighbourhood, Suluklu

district.
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Fig.2.9Map showing the Tumuli in Yassihoyik, Sulukli Dist
(Image: Penn Museum Gordion Profechives).

In addition to Yassihoyik, the tumuli are distribditin rural settlements iSabandzu,

Cekirdeksiz, Beylikkdpri, Kiranharmani, and Sazilar
. ) =

Fig. 2.&/assihdyiik and its neighnourhoods



2.2. Description of the Site
2.2.1. Environmental Features
Gordion is located to the east of Sakarya Rivertartthe north of the point where Sakarya

River meets Porsuk River. Sakarya and Porsuk rigegzsimportant water resources in the

region.

Fig. 2.7The Sakarya (anc. ‘Sangarios’) River, flowing nestist at Gordion
(Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives).

Gordion settlements are close to where springtoaeted. It does not reach the still flowing
rivers in the area. Today, with the irrigation bktfields, the water layer has deepened,
causing even more springs to go underground forhnuiche year. Because the river has
recently been channelized to several meters betswfloodplain, the site of Gordion
provides an unusually clear display of the archagobf a fluvially buried city. The lowest
parts of the city were abandoned and decaying bytithe most sedimentary burial was
occurring. Gordion provides the most precise ewiden date about a widespread episode of
sedimentation that affected central Anatolia dfteman settlement began, apparently caused
by tree-cutting and over-grazing.

The siltation of the Sakarya River was a basin-wédent. The watersheds immediately
adjacent to the city show the same sequence ofoer@nd stream-sedimentation as the
river, although the small streams were affectedynw@mturies earlier. The Sakarya'’s shift
to its present course on the west side of the €litdtbund was relatively recent. 19th

century date for the shift is consonant with tleptand uneven bed of that stream course.

There are two main rock types in Gordion. Thesé tgpes are volcanic basalt stone with a

thick layer of muddy and sandy lime rich in seditagy stone. Siltstone and basalt are not

14



good in building stone materials and stone, inclgdimestone, was used only in important

buildings in Gordion.

Gordion is located Turkey's temperate zone andahiasge number of endemic species as
well as a wide variety of flora. The number of tteenks and rainfall in Gordion decrease as
the altitude increases; both vegetation and sl fadow these precipitation changes. The
most common vegetation in the region is steppeppgteregetation is common in summer
and in the plateaus with little rainfall. There aially thorny bushes. There are willow and
poplar trees in rows along the streams. Almostfaihe land is agricultural land or pasture.

The continental climate, which is the climate o bentral Anatolia Region, is observed in
the region. Summers are hot and dry; winters alctared snowy. Day and night temperature

differences are high. Rainfall is high in March aAgril and the average amount of

precipitation is 377.6 mm.

Fig.2.8 General view of the Tumuli in snow (Image: Pennsklum Gordion Project Archives)

In Gordion, which is generally under the influerafedry winds, winds blowing in summer
come from the northeast, winds blowing in wintemeofrom the north, and winds that bring
strong precipitation come from the northwest angtlswest. The annual average humidity
is 60%, this rate rises to 80% in December-Janummg, decreases to 40% in the hottest

months of the year, July-August. According to tiwerage of the data for many years, the

15



highest temperature (in August) is 40 degrees,ldhest temperature (in January) -24.9
degrees. Snowfall is often between January and.Apri
According to Earthquake Zone Map for the (1996)haf former Ministry of Public Works

and Settlement Gordion is located in the 3rd degesthquake zone.

2.2.2. Citadel Mound
The most important element forming Gordion Archagalal Site is the Citadel Mound

which today rises to a height of 13 — 16,5 m abthe surrounding plain and measures

approximately 480 x 330 m (covering just over 16thees).

Fig.2.9 Aerial view of the Citadel Mound of Gordion.

Gordion’s Citadel Mound served as the capital afyBia between the 10th and 7th centuries
BCE., and it is the premiere showcase for monunhdrda Age architecture in Central
Anatolia.On the southeast side of the mound isr@mneous stone gate complex leading into
the citadel. It takes the form of a ramped appreaa, flanked by massive courts and
leading to a double-doored gatehouse. The stonés wabkide theapproach-way are still
preserved to a height of about 10 meters, but tiggnal heightwas probably 16 m. This is
the best-preserved city gate of Iron Age date i Adinor.
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Fig. 2.10The Early Phrygian East Gate (ca. 850 —800 BC) orCitelel Mound during the 1955 excavations.
The gate passage looks west to Tumulus W (=TH)erdtstance- the large mound at the centre of hiséograph
(Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives)

Fig.2.11 Reconstruction of Early Phrygian gate Complex indheentury BCE by Gabriel Pizzorno and Gareth
Darbyshire (Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project ied).
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Fig.2.12Plan of the Early Phrygian citadel’s “Palace Arezd. 825-800 B.C. (Image: Penn Museum Gordion
Project Archives).

Within the citadel, two main districts have beeranthed. The Palace Area consists of two
large courts open to the sky and divided by a tipakition wall. To the southwest of the
courts lies the Terrace Complex, consisting of tamy, multi-unit buildings facing each
other across a broad street, all elevated on aceethat is as much as two meters higher than
the level of the Palace Area. The buildings aldmg douthwestern side of the Palace Area
(Megarons 1-4) and those in the Terrace Compler aiidestroyed in the great fire around
800 BCE.

The building type of choice in the Early Phrygidgtadel was the megaron, a rectangular
structure with a large, deep hall fronted by a msichllower anteroom or porch. The type
has a long history in Anatolia going back to thelfE&8ronze Age.The megarons of the

citadel show a variety of sizes and building feesurAmong the smallest Megaron 1, in

the outer court of the Palace Area. The buildingals are of mudbrick on a low stone

socle. In the fire that destroyed the citadel adb880 BCE, the mudbrick became baked,
leaving clear inserts, ledges, and hollows wheredeo beams had originally been placed.

This technique of half-timbering also has a lorgdrly in Anatolia.
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Next to Megaron 1Megaron 2is a stone building that incorporates timbers aysvsimilar

to those seen in its neighbor. Several featurethiefbuilding are remarkable: the wildly-
patterned pebble-mosaic floor of its hall; the ated platform in front, as though to
distinguish it from other buildings; figural andstitact designs incised on its external walls;
and, from a structural point of view, an enormoparsof 9.75 meters for the principal
timbers of the roof.Found directly in front of tbeilding, and perhaps belonging to it, is a
stone roof-crown or akroterion, similar to thosatthave been sketchily incised on Megaron
2 itself. If there is to be a candidate for a teempl the Early Phrygian citadel, Megaron 2 is
perhaps the strongest contender, and the Phryg@hemgoddess Matar is the likeliest
choice for the focus of adoration.

.t -l

Fig.2.13 The Early Phrygian pebble mosaic in the main ragnMegaron 2, photographed during the 1956
excavations. Blackening from the great fire of @0 8.C. can be seen on the floor. Note also the laegeth,
with a diameter of 2 m, in the center of the rofimage: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives).

Megaron 3,the largest single megaron in the citadel, facgs the inner court of the Palace
Area. Wooden beams set into its floor indicate thathall had two rows of upright timber
supports forming a central nave with side-aisles, grobably also balconies along the sides.
Numerous textiles remain along the rear wall suggdsw divan. The megaron contained a
wealth of luxury items: much fine pottery, bronassels, and furniture with ivory and metal
fittings and inlaid ivory plaques. Possibly theemdl of ninth century Gordion used Megaron
3 as a reception and audience hall, where in spacinrroundings they could display
outward signs of their wealth and ramkegaron 4, elevated on a terrace beside Megaron 3
and approached by a monumental cobbled ramp, veasrtly building of the citadel that
suffered major intrusions by later inhabitants loé tsite. Made largely of mudbrick, the
building would have been prominent within the cihget its purpose remains elusive. Like

its neighbor, Megaron 3, the main hall has a nanesede-aisle arrangement.
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The Terrace Complexto the southwest of the Palace Area consists oflbrg, multi-unit
buildings facing each other across a wide stre®t. dhe toward the Palace Area, the Terrace
Building, has been excavated for its entire leraftbver 100 meters, thus making it one of
the largest buildings of ancient Anatolia. Its ejgirtually identical units have again the
basic megaron plan, in this case sharing partyswale interior arrangement of each unit
recalls Megarons 3—4 in having two rows of pillloemning nave and side aisles. The walls
consisted of stone and intermittent wooden courg&ngheir lower parts, with mudbrick
above. Each unit was entered only by a door leaftimp the street into an antechamber;
there were no internal doors connecting the units,rear doors giving access to the Palace

Area.
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Fig.2.14 Aerial view looking north-east, showing the Tegdguilding (TB) Complex in the foreground. From
right to left: units TB1, TB2, TB3, TB4, and TB5 (Imadg&enn Museum Gordion Project Archives).

Of the structure oppositeghe CC (“Clay Cut”) Building, only three units have been
excavated, but the basic plan of each is identwdhe megaron-type units of the Terrace
Building.

After a catastrophic fire ca. 800 B.C., the Phrygiaecided to erect their new citadel at a
considerably higher level than that of the oldpasch as four to five meters higher in the
area of the former megaron courts, and higherastilnd the entry gate at the southeast. To
achieve the desired level, they brought in enormausounts of clay and stone
rubble.Comparison of the plans of the New and Gtddels shows that the former largely
duplicated the latter in terms of layout. At theitbeeast, a monumental gate complex in part
overlay its Early Phrygian predecessor yet extenfilether toward the southeast. The
massive rubble underpinning of the new gate wasikgpace by a stepped retaining wall of
multi-colored worked blocks that may have risenhagh as 20 meters above the outside
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ground level. Creating a dramatic and impressigayithe retaining wall no doubt also
figured prominently in the defense of the New Caladections of the fortification wall for
the New Citadel have been excavated at the notitlaeas northwest, where they lie just

outside the line of the older citadel walls andjingat a higher level.

Within the fortifications, the principal districege virtually the same as in the old citadel: at
the east, two large courts flanked by megarons, aritie west, two rows of buildings facing
each other across a wide street. The latter stestuere now free-standing, whereas in the
old citadel the so-called Terrace and CC Buildimgsl each been a multi-unit, single
structure. A major addition to the layout of thewN€itadel was Building A, a large, multi-

unit row structure, longer than 80m extending tbuthwest of the gate complex.

Around 500 BCE it experienced a major alteratidve two megarons at the northeast end
were renovated and continued in use; at the sanee tivo of the megarons to the southwest
were demolished to make way for a different kindcomplex—the Mosaic Building. This
was a multi-room layout with a paved court of lgrgerked andesite blocks, leading to
rooms decorated with colorful river-pebble mosditsnmeander patterns. One red-painted
column base still stood in its original positiorhere was once probably a matching base on
the other side of the entrance, leading the vigit@n axial procession from a paved exterior
court to a mosaic anteroom and then to a centrah¢éhor cult room, also decorated with a
mosaic floor. The exact function of this complexurgcertain, but it may have been a Fire

Temple.

During the Late Phrygian period, in the early fit#antury B.C., another structure was added
to the citadel that is especially important for Higtory of women at Gordion. This building,
called the Painted House, was highly unusual—a semgll, partly subterranean building

inserted between the back-ends of two pre-exigfutigidle Phrygian) megarons (C and G

buildings).

Fig.2.15A detail, showing the location of the Painted Hosmage: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives).
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Its entrance was unlike any other in the citadektdad of being oriented toward the
courtyard, it faced the nearby back wall of thecpret, and was only accessible by walking
behind the two adjacent megarons. The entranceeeehed by descending a flight of four
steps to a landing, then turning left and down lagostep into a vestibule, before turning
right into the main room. This measured 4.50 x 3)¥%ith a floor about 1 m below the
level of the courtyard and the floors of the adigcenegarons. The narrow, crooked

approach and sunken nature of the room meanttthaibably had little or no natural light.

The walls of the vestibule were originally decodatéith a mosaic of terracotta pegs, nearly
1,000 of which were found on the gray-blue studoorf The floor of the main room was
covered with collapsed debris, including thousasfdsagments of painted wall plaster from
a fresco that included several figural friezes. Tdrgest of these was about 2 ft high and
featured a procession of human figures, probabignged in two groups moving along the
walls at left and right and meeting on the back waposite the door.

Within the procession there are particular gestaresattributes that can be discerned. One
of the figures raises her right hand toward hes,ligshich is a well-known gesture in
Achaemenid art conveying respectful silence. Thehagological context of the Painted
House, coupled with the style of the figures, wagldd to favor a date of ca. 500-490 BCE

for the building and its decoration.

Fig. 2.16rescos from the Painted House (Image: Penn Musgantion Project Archives).
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2.2.3.The Lower and Outer Town, Fortifications (incl. larger forts and/or strongpoints

i.e., Kustepe, Kigtikhdyuk)

To the north and south of the Citadel Mound is ltbever Town, an enormous residential

area measuring ca. 45 hectares in total. This wasnarmous residential area built by the
Phrygian kings, measuring ca. 45 hectares in totdlreaching its greatest extent in the time
of King Midas (c. 700 BCE.). It was connected & thest to an additional residential area
usually referred to as the Outer Town, coveringtlaeroca. 45 hectares. Excavations in the
Lower and Outer Towns revealed large stone buiklitgythe east and small mud-brick

houses to the west.

The periphery of both the Lower Town and the Oufawn is fortified and their
surroundings also have larger castles or fortifocet at certain locations. These walls protect
the Lower Town located to the north and south ef@litadel Mound.
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Fig. 2.17Map showing the location of Kurepe and Kugiuk Hoyuk

The largest of these forts, today called Kuguk Hofthe Small Mound), lies 200 m southeast
of the citadel; the other, Ktepe (Bird Mound), lies 450 m to the north of it.
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Fig.2.18 The “Kiguk Hoyuk” fort (=K7; “Small Mound”), locad at the southern end of the Lower Town
(Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives).

Fig. 2.19Kustepe (=K8; “Bird Mound”) fort, at the northern endltbe Lower Town. The two mounds called
Kuguk Hoyuk and Kgtepe were originally prominent forts that greatiesgthened the Lower Town’s defensive
circuit (Middle Phrygian period, ca. 8th—6th ceigarB.C.). (Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Aresjiv

Excavations at the Klcik Hoyik revealed a high forick platform 12 m in height, at least
50 m long and with a width of 10,25 m, on which agtoa four-story mud-brick
fortress/barracks complex of mud-brick reinforceithiimber. A series of rooms was inter-
connected by narrow doors and lit by large windowsoden stairways or ladders would
have provided access to the upper stories, althaoghaces of such were found during the

archaeological investigations
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Excavation of the mudbrick fortification walls oither side of the Kigiuk HOyuk revealed
they had a thickness of 3, 50 m and an originayltedf 14 m or more, with square towers
projecting from the outer face at intervals of ¢& m Elsewhere on the circuit, whole
sections of wall have been removed by erosion debdby alluvial deposition in the flood
plain of the river. However, recent magnetic prasioa at key points has demonstrated that
these walls reached as far asst€pe, which remains unexcavated, and continuedtpast
west side of the Citadel Mound. Magnetometry ha alonfirmed that the mound of

Kustepe covers a bastion that is probably of the danmmeat and date as the one excavated at

Kuicik Hoyk.

Fig.2.20The interior of the “Klguk HOyuk” (=K7; “Small Mawd”), the fortified complex at the southern end of
the Lower Town defensive circuit, photographed miyithe 1957 excavations. Originally at least fotaries
high, the fort was destroyed by fire during thesier siege of Gordion in ca. 540 B.C.; the Persiaalwdsramp
that was built against the fort’s outer wall s$ilirvives (Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Ares)iv

To the northeast of the fortified Lower Town, oe tame low ridge as the modern village of
Yassihoyik, and adjacent to the royal/elite turthdre, excavations have revealed not only
a Bronze Age cemetery but also the remains of aramxiral Middle Phrygian settlement
complex and—of later date but still within the MiddPhrygianperiod—a cemetery of lower

social status than the tumulus burials of the ®lite

The buildings were of megaron design, similar tosthon the Citadel Mound but smaller,
with stone socles and mud-brick walls strengthebgdnvooden posts. The rooms were
sometimes plastered, with stone pavements botldenaind out. Internal installations
included horseshoe-shaped hearths, ovens, and dserich grinding foodstuffs, bins of
plastered mud brick, flat baking troughs, and smatkessed storage areas. These and other
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finds indicate that food processing and textiledpiiion were primary activities, as in the
citadel. A number of small cultic idols presumabblonged to shrines within the settlement
complex. These were probably the houses of the averlwho constructed the Phrygian
tumuli, not unlike the situation in New Kingdom Exywherein the laborers’ houses were

situated near the Pharaonic tombs that they built.

Settlement activity here finally ended in destroietby fire around 700 B.C., in a military
attack. Signs of crisis include the large amounfs nmaterial equipment hurriedly
abandoned—pottery, metalwork and bone tools, spimdiorls and loomweights—and an

unburied body in one of the burned buildings, stitit an arrow.

After the destruction of this settlement compléne tarea was given over to the so-called
“Common Cemetery” and to a number of small buedliimulus burials, extending down to
the sixth century B.C. The poorer burials of them@wn Cemetery—furnishing rarely-
found information on the more populous lower ordgr&hrygian society—included single
interments in cists, pits, jars, and earth gravagh(or without stone covers), and finally,
cremations. The full extent of this cemetery is nmkn, but several hundred burials
probably remain to be discovered. This part ofrtlge again saw use as a cemetery in the
Roman period.

2.2.4 Tumuli

Fig.2.21General view of the Tumuli.

Surrounding the settlement area were numerous kmubnumental earthen mounds
covering the burials of the elite. These are thetmisually striking feature of the site today,
all of them sited in topographically prominent @adside locations and they emphasize

Gordion’s function as a royal capital. Nearly 40 them have been archaeologically
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investigated (See Table 1-2). The largest of treffiumulus MM, the tomb that King Midas
constructed for his father in 740 B.C. It stillistis to a height of 53 m high, and the intact
burial chamber within it is the oldest standing wen building in the world. Second tallest

tumulus is Tumulus W (T5), which stands 22 m high.

They range in size from small, nearly imperceptiolenps, to the largest example that still
stands some 53 m high after 2700 years of erosiod,is visible from miles away in the
valley of the Sakarya River.

The burials range in date from the Early Phrygianga (ninth century BCE) to Hellenistic
times. Inhumation burials are the rule in the eatltumuli, but cremation burials appear at
the end of the seventh century BCE. The occupdrtteedombs can be male or female, and
range in age from a child of 4-5 years old (Tumugo an older adult in his early 60s
(Tumulus MM).

The tumuli with wooden tomb chambers from the Earkg Middle Phrygian periods have
generally similar designs. First, a rectangularimgignded to contain the tomb chamber was
dug 1-2 meters deep. The base of the pit was niyriiaéd with stone or gravel, but
occasionally it was nothing more than hard-packadhe The tomb chamber itself was
essentially a flat-topped box, made from large gininiper timbers, usually with a wooden
floor (though the base of the pit could serve a)wEhe interior spaces range from about 2
m square to 6.15 x 5, 10 m (Tumulus MM), all of ehiprovided room for some form of

wooden coffin as well as an array of grave goods.

Today, the only tomb chamber from this period stilible is the one in Tumulus MM,
which is exceptional in every respect. It is thgéest tumulus, and it covers the largest tomb
chamber. Its roof is double pitched, like the roofsthe Phrygian megaron. The pit that
would normally hold the tomb chamber was lined witlighly trimmed limestone blocks

and completely filled with stone rubble.

Excavated by Rodney Young in 1957, Tumulus MM isilgathe most studied of all the
tumuli at Gordion.Peter Kuniholm of Cornell Univitysbegan his dendrochronological
studies on timbers from the tomb chamber. The tlage®ntific date for the juniper logs
surrounding the tomb chamber proper is around 78&.BAssuming that the juniper logs
were cut and trimmed for use in this tomb, theyvjgte the best absolute date for the
construction of the tomb. And if 740 BCE is theeadaf the tomb, it is too early for Midas,
who is historically attested as late as 709 BCHEnilus MM could, however, have been the

tomb of Midas’ father Gordios. If so, it would hagerved as the new king's first major
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building project and his name has continued to theclaed to the mound by virtue of its

modern nickname: Tumulus MM, the Midas Mound.

Within the wooden chamber in Tumulus MM, a bodwahan aged 60 — 65 had been placed
on a thick pile of dyed textiles inside a uniqug twffin. Although the body of the king had
disintegrated, patterns of purple and brown dyesevgeen on the textile bedding when the
tomb was first opened. The king’s coffin, which h@dbably been used in a public viewing
ceremony before being carried into the tomb, wasompanied by 14 pieces of wood
furniture. These pieces of furniture were usethimfeast attended by the mourners before

burial. Three large boilers with a capacity of 16€rs each and the tripods on which they

stand are most likely used to serve drinks at trebet.

Fig. 2.22The two wooden serving stands leaning againstaéisewall of the MM tomb chamber, as discovered in
1957. (Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives)

Lion-head and ram-headed situlas, 2 jugs with kiege spout and 19 small jugs are used to
transfer drinks to 5-liter bottom buckets. Thesekets are placed inside the service tables.
From there, it is served with a ladle in 100 broamgholos, forged with fine workmanship,
in drinking vessels. 19 larger bowls with two hasdivere also used by those who were
thirstier. It has been determined that a drink t=timg of grape wine, barley beer and mead

was drunk from these vessels
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Fig.2.23 Three bronze cauldrons in situ against the sowth with four of the ten fallen trefoil- mouthedgs
that originally hung from iron spikes on the wesal\Ws discovered in 1957.
(Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives)

In 2007, more information about royal funerals vadmained. While exploring the outer
burial chamber, Richard Liebhart discovered fouryBitan inscriptions engraved on some
wooden beams in the northeast corner. (NANA, MYKSG8DOS ve KYRYNIS). The
names were engraved around 740 BCE when the bearesphaced here. All words appear
to be written by the same person. The word SIIDORriger than others and this beam was

probably placed in the grave after the funeral oxaes.
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Fig.2.24Phrygian inscription within the tomb chamber afTamulus MM
(Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives).
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2.3. Historical Phases
2.3.1.Chronology
Life in Gordion started in the Early Bronze Age astill continues in the Yassihoyuk

neighborhood. During this long period, archaeolisgiwere only able to detect a few

interruptions. The periods represented are lisetovin

CULTURAL YHSS
PERIOD NAME APPROX. DATES AEFILIATION PHASE
S
Early Bronze Age 2500-2000 BCE
Bronze Age Middle Bronz Age 2000-1600 BCE Hittite 10
Late Bronze Age 1600-1200 BCE Hittite 9-8
Early Iron Age 1200-900 BCE Phrygian 7
Early Phrygian Age 900-800 BCE Phrygian 6A-6B
Early Phrygian Destruction 800 BCE Phrygian
Level
Iron Age
g Middle Phrygian Period 800-540 BCE Phrygian 5
Late Phrygian Period 540-330 BCE Phrygian/Persian 4
(Achaemenid)
Hellenistic Early Hellenistic Period 330-260 BCE Phrygian /Greek | 3B
Late Hellenistik C& 260-100 BCE Galatian 3A
Roman Period 1st century BCE- 4th centurigoman 2
Roman CE
Medieval Medieval 6th.-13th centuries CE Seljuk 1
Ottoman Ottoman 13th-19th centuries CE Turkish 0

2.3.2. Bronze Age

Relatively little is known about the Bronze AgeGardion, primarily because of overlying
monumental buildings of the Phrygian Iron Age péridhe earliest evidence for settlement
comes from the cemetery: a cist grave (under Tusmbluand a simple inhumation (H28,
within the main cemetery) which yielded handmadétgoy typical of the EB | (Early
Bronze Age I) period

The later Early Bronze Age levels were encountémeivo of the three deep soundings on
the Citadel Mound. As these soundings cover a herijed area, the nature of Early Bronze
Age settlement on the mound cannot be ascertaintd agrtainty, but excavation has

yielded buildings with stone foundations and a nmigitsuperstructure.

Although the transition from Early to Middle Bron2ge is not as clear as one would like,
there appears to have been no lengthy hiatus folppwhe destruction of the EB llib
settlement (ca. 2000 BCE.). The Middle Bronze Ageharacterized by wheelmade, red-
slipped, highly burnished ‘Hittite’ type potteryathdiffers significantly from earlier ceramic
traditions. This pottery sequence is well represgnwithin the central and central-west
Anatolian tradition, especially at Polatl, Beycksn V, and Bgazkdy-Hattusha (Ref.377).
This period corresponds with the rise of the Oldsykxmn Trading Colony Period in
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Anatolia, wherein power centers in Anatolia estdi#id strong commercial connections with
their Assyrian neighbors, trading primarily silarreturn for tin and textiles from Assyria.
The Assyrian merchants established enclaves inofiaatalledkarums, where they settled
in large numbers. Gordion’s Middle Bronze Age pottexhibits similarities to the ceramics
of knownkarum sites such as Kiltepe (Tent.List Ref. 5905) anga2koy.

During the late Middle Bronze period, when the itdttKingdom began to develop,
Gordion’s cultural ties to the central Anatoliamtglau grew even stronger. The discovery of
a bulla with Hittite hieroglyphic script has suggesto some that Gordion was using an
administrative system similar to that of the Hésit The extramural cemetery belongs
primarily to this period. The burials include simphhumations, cist-graves, and pithos-
graves (burials in large storage jars), with thieetain the majority. The pithoi themselves

were presumably expensive items.

Gordion fully entered the political and culturabitrof the Hittite Kingdom during the Late
Bronze Age (1600-1200 B.C.). From the textual arehiunearthed at Bazkoy- Hattusha
(Ref.377), Hittite kings are known to have periadli campaigned to the west, and their
preferred route involved crossing the Sangariog§akRiver at or near Gordion. Gordion’s
ceramics are easily paralleled in other settlementthe central Anatolian Plateau, such as
Bogazkoy-Hattusha (Ref.377), Aar, Maat, and Alaca HOyuk, but similarities are also
apparent as far away as Tarsus, Korucutepe andeBelyan, undoubtedly due to Hittite

expansion into these areas.

2.3.3 Early Iron Age

Early Iron Age Gordion is known only from very litad, deep sondages on the eastern part
of the Citadel Mound. A coherent picture has begmremerge, however, suggesting a
succession of villages with small, lightly constedthouses containing every-day, domestic
kinds of items.The earliest (Voigt's YHSS 7B) is stratified dirgcabove the Late Bronze
Age level with no sign of a stratigraphic breakrdicate a significant hiatus after the fall of
the Hittites. Nevertheless, there are clear changesrchitecture, domestic features,

ceramics, and animal remains between the Late Brand the Early Iron Age.

Architectural change is represented by a numbeépithouses,” which take the form of a
shallow rectangular pit sometimes faced with flahes. The walls above them were made
from a framework of reeds and branches covered mittl plaster. A building from Voigt's
later Early Iron Age phase (YHSS 7A), the “BurnegeR House,” is larger with walls made

of posts and reeds coated with thick mud plaster.
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2.3.4. Early Phrygian Period

After a relatively modest Early Iron Age phase thaty mark the beginning of Phrygian
settlement on the Citadel Mound at Gordion (ca.032@0 BCE), the site took on a truly
monumental character during the Early Phrygiangoefca. 900-800 BCE), indicating the

emergence of a Phrygian state.

In the course of the tenth and ninth centuries B&Eajor transformation occurred, and
through several successive building programs Gardiecame a citadel with substantial
fortification walls and monumental buildings. Thisamatic change in the character of the
site can be linked with the formation of a Phrygpaditical state, under a central authority
that could oversee the organization necessary doh snajor works. The earliest of the

excavated elite burial mounds, Tumulus W, was bisth during this period, ca. 850 BCE. It

is the second largest of all the Gordion tumuBjng to an imposing height of 22 m. The
young adult buried there, who was probably males wlaviously someone very important,

and it is tempting to identify him as a membert tuling family.

Fig. 2.25The Tumulus W.

Part of this citadel was destroyed around 800 BCE great fire that spared the inhabitants
but left numerous material remains in place. Théstuction Level is the only extensively
excavated example of an early Iron Age politicaitee in Anatolia. But the only possible
text from this period is a graffito and its contéxtsuspect. The range of imports, however,

suggest ties with Neo-Hittite kingdoms to the east.
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Fig.2.26 The main room of unit TB2 in the Early Phrygian féee Building, showing the Destruction Level of
ca. 800 B.C. The photograph was taken during the #864vations, looking north-east. Dozens of paisés of
them containing loomweights) lie on the floor agaithe building’s north-west wall. The large holeghe floor
originally contained the wooden posts or columrs gupported the roof / upper floor. The blackerfiogn the
conflagration is clearly visible (Image: Penn Muse@ordion Project Archivés

On Gordion’s Citadel Mound, the Early Phrygian déhbof the later 10th and 9th centuries
BCE is the premiere showcase for monumental Iroe &ghitecture in Central Anatolia On
the southeast side of the mound is the only knoata gomplex leading into the citadel. The
buildings along the southwestern side of the Pafeea (Megarons 1-4) and those in the
Terrace Complex were all destroyed in the great tiat occurred around 800 BCE. The
contents of Terrace Building and the CC (Clay Cutld@ng) reveal some of the activities
that were carried out here. At low, mudbrick platis, kneeling or squatting workers
ground grain into flour using sets of grinding gsnNumerous spindle whorls suggest that
others spun wool into thread or yarn. Still othersve fabrics on looms weighted by
“doughnuts” made of unbaked clay, or used iron leedo sew fabrics together. The
antechambers of the units served as kitchens dasated by large, beehive-shaped ovens of
mudbrick and clay, and also by other kinds of cogknstallations. The same activities were
repeated in virtually all units of the Terrace Cdexp In the absence of written records, one
is left to guess the social and economic reali@aced by the Terrace Complex. Most of
the workers may have been slaves or conscriptsthaidactivities could have formed part
of a centralized palace economy wherein raw maserigere brought to the citadel for

processing and distribution.
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2.3.5. Middle Phrygian Period

The cause of the fiery destruction of the Earlyygtan Citadel ca. 800 BCE is unknown;
whatever the source, the Phrygians had sufficiesitience to begin construction of a new
citadel soon after the disaster. Midas, activeuder rof Phrygia in the later eighth century,

may have witnessed the completion of an ambitisagept begun under his predecessors.

\ W
YASSIHOYUK/GORDION v ‘ . - . .
Middle Phrygian Period ,, Fig.2.27 Plan of the Middle Phrygian
‘ citadel’s “Palace Area”, ca.800-540 BC.
& 4 Oeca (Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project
Archives).
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Within the fortifications, the principal districtge virtually the same as in the old citadkel.
major addition to the layout of the New Citadel vigaslding A. In the sixth century BCE,
and probably before the Persian conquest, a nuafbarildings must have been retro-fitted
to receive terracotta tiled roofs and decorativetment or frieze courses. Exactly which
buildings underwent such remodeling is uncertdingesthe terracottas were found scattered
across the site, with no concentration large endogsuggest a connection to a particular
building.

It is during the life of the Middle Phrygian Newt@&idel that have most plentiful evidence for
Phrygian writing and religion. Numerous inscripsomostly incised on pottery after firing,
attest to a degree of literacy in an alphabet tlossated to that of the ancient Greeks.
Statuettes in stone of a figure usually holdingip and sometimes a bird no doubt represent
the Phrygian mother goddess Matar. A stone refiefvs her in a doorway, presumably that
of her temple. Numerous statuettes of birds inestand terracotta are probably connected

with her cult.

In the late eighth century BCE, Phrygia was atttiee height of its political and military

power, under Midas, who challenged the Assyriansitol over the westernmost parts of
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their empire. He is to be identified with Mita diet Mushki, who appears in Assyrian records
at first as a dangerous adversary who organizedAasyrian resistance among the Neo-
Hittite states of southeast Anatolia and later aalaable ally of the Assyrian king, Sargon
1.

Midas might have close personal ties with Greeksthgrir culture; according to Herodotos,
he dedicated a throne to Apollo at Delphi, an dbjddch was still extant in Herodotos’ day;
and Aristotle claimed that he married a woman fitbwa East Greek city of Kyme. Contact
with the Greeks during the Middle Phrygian periscarchaeologically documented by the
import of Greek pottery, perfume, and wine to the,sand by the presence of a number of
Phrygian bronze objects in both Mainland and EasteGe. The Greeks themselves
borrowed freely from the Phrygians, adopting bdte tult and the iconography of the
goddess Matar. Cultural and commercial interchdejeeen the Greeks and Phrygians was
no doubt facilitated by Greek colonization, whighthe seventh century BCE made the two

peoples neighbors along the Propontis (the Seaaofridra).

Very late Classical chronological sources give slaie 696 or 675-674 BCE for Midas’
death, but those dates are demonstrably untrustwofhe latest reliable information
concerning Midas is the indication in the Assyrianords that he was still in power in 709.
There is no excavated tumulus at Gordion that eaplausiblyidentified as Midas’ burial

place, but particular contexts, including minor tlincan be dated to his time, in part

through the help of associated Greek pottery.

Herodotus suggests that Gordion had passed fromg e capital of an independent
Phrygian state (at least through the reign of Midasbecoming dominated by the west
Anatolian kingdom of Lydia, with its capital at $i&, in the first half of the sixth century
BCE. If not earlier. By 585, the smaller Phrygiaea east of the Kizilirmak River (the

ancient Halys) had passed under Median control.

Excavations at Gordion dramatically revealed thatltower Town's defensive installation,
now called the Klcuk Hoyuk, was destroyed by fokofving a siege, an event that can be
linked to the successful Persian conquest of Ligli&ing Cyrus 1l “The Great” in the 540s
BCE. The assault ramp built by the Persians to ge@ess to the city is still preserved on the
southeast side of the Kicuk Hoyuk, and numerouwgs$raf the attack were recovered during
the excavation: hundreds of arrowheads (predominamb-flanged), many of which were
buried in the faces of the walls. At the time o destruction, the fortress occupants were
using primarily Lydian instead of Phrygian pottesyggesting that the site was indeed a
Lydian garrison.
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2.3.6. Late Phrygian Period

In 546 BCE the forces of the Lydian king Croesuseadecisively defeated by the Persian
army commanded by Cyrus Il “The Great.” As a resiflthis campaign and subsequent
“mopping up” operations, the Lydian state, whichlied Gordion, was integrated into the

Persian empire along with the rest of Anatolia.

Gordion is one of the few settlements in Turkey ¥dnich there have been large-scale
excavations of Achaemenid levels (ca. 546—334 BE&)dence for the Persian attack of
546 on the Lower Town defenses includes a pletbbearowheads (some of them stuck fast
in the fortification walls), a monumental assaaltnp built against the Kugtik Hoyuk fortress
complex, skeletons of dead soldiers inside thedmg| and the destruction of the defensive
installations after the attack. Even though Gordieas no longer a capital, it was still an

important district center with a strong economisda

The earlier part of the Achaemenid period at Gordiza. 550-400 BC) is marked by strong
continuity from the preceding Middle Phrygian pha®a the Citadel Mound, the existing

Iron Age architectural layout of the east citadabvargely retained

The continuation of tumulus burials into the eakishaemenid period is another indication
of continuity from the Iron Age at Gordion, and ag@ndicates the presence of powerful

elites.

Although it is difficult to assign some of the $ixtentury BCE Gordion tumuli to either side
of the Persian conquest, one of the most striKingnulus A, is datable ca. 540-530 BCE.
This was a very wealthy female cremation burialhwat dismantled vehicle (hearse) and
harness fittings, as well as a striking quantitypogcious metalwork, including a silver
mirror and a gold necklace. The practice of depugivehicles within elite burials finds

close parallels from the same period in the wesgems of the Hellespontine Phrygian

satrapy (e.g. at Ucpinar.)
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Fig.2.28 TumulusA. (Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives)

The cultural impact of the Persians on the Phrngjis@ems to have been limited at first,
although it is clearly detectable in the archaeioligrecord. Already in the second half of
the sixth century BCE some Achaemenid vessel tgpa®e into use at Gordion, and local
craftsmen incorporated them into their own pottand metallic repertory. Women also
began to wear some Achaemenid-type jewelry, intemidio Levantine, Greek, and local
types. One excellent piece of evidence for actuidiagmenid administration is provided by
a cylinder seal with a Persian name incised in Aiaron it.

Despite the evidence for continuity, there weraicthanges to Gordion’s built environment
during this period. On the eastern side of thedeitdMound, and datable to around 500
BCE, some expensive building programs were cargatl most notably the “Painted
House,” and the renovation and partial demolitibMaldle Phrygian Building A, combined
with the addition of the “Mosaic Building.” The P&&d House and Mosaic Building
represent new architectural types at Gordion, afiéat the new cultural attributes of the

Persian administration.

In the western part of the Citadel Mound and in ttewer and Outer Town areas,
excavations have revealed substantial houses withe sfoundations as well as semi-
subterranean “pit dwellings.” This variation in tseuform and domestic installations

(hearths and ovens), coupled with statisticallyiicant differences in the sample of animal
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bones, suggest the possibility of ethnic neighbodsan Achaemenid Gordion. The extent
of the Outer Town in the Achaemenid period is utaer but all trenches here produced

evidence for several phases of Achaemenid pericidtacture.

Gordion continued to serve as an economic centeudgihout the Persian period, and it may
have increased in importance. The production afiestdbone, ivory, and metal artifacts is
well-attested. High quality ceramic imports includgtic and Lydian finewares, and

imported Greek wines are evident from the latehscentury BCE onward.

During the period of Achaemenid control, potteryneato Gordion from Athens, Corinth,
Lakonia (Sparta), and “East Greece” (an unidemtifigoduction center or centers on the
west coast of Turkey). Gordion received very finmlify black-glazed and figural pottery,
including vases by first rank painters such asRisoxenos Painter and the Penthesileia
Painter in the late 5th century BCE. As in thdqueof Phrygian rule, the main forms are for

drinking, but oinochoai, and lekythoi now complernde cups

The presence of Greek and East Greek products mgilah Gordion attests to its
cosmopolitanism. Drinking cup shapes and kratene articularly welcomed at this time.
It is unclear whether shapes such as skyphoi alikeky used as part of the wine drinking
symposium in the Greek world, maintained their fiocamong Phrygian dining customs. It
does not appear that the Phrygians of Gordion itedantire “sets” of sympotic equipment,
so it is more likely that the imports complementedigenous commensual rituals (be it of

beer or wine) and helped to distinguish the statubeir users.

Excavations on the Citadel Mound have revealedeswid of a great structural collapse
dated by imported Greek ceramics to around 400 BCE. marked by the destruction of
ashlar buildings in the citadel complex, includBgilding A, the Mosaic Building, and the

Painted House. Roof tiles and other debris covéren floors, and there was evidence for

scattered fires. This “destruction level” has ba#ributed to an earthquake.

Around this time (395 BCE), Gordion was attacked tbg army of the Spartan king,

Agesilaos, as part of a wide-ranging raid throughwestern satrapies.

Late Achaemenid (or “Late Phrygian”) Gordion hadiatinctly provincial quality, far
removed from the greatness of the past. In thisogdittle remained of Gordion’s once
striking monumental architecture, and the strongression that we get from contemporary

Greek writers is that the site had become minocamparison with the great cities of
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southwest Phrygia, Kelainai and Kolossai. Theradsfar no evidence for elite tumulus

burials from late Achaemenid Gordion (they reappeaiellenistic times)

On the Citadel Mound, excavations have revealed rth@st of the earlier, monumental
ashlar halls had been demolished and their stamedpted for the construction of rather
shabby semi-subterranean houses, workshops orrs;celéand other small buildings.
Nevertheless, Gordion was still a large settlem&ith good communications, and it
remained important as an industrial and commermégiter. It continued to attract trade
goods: Greek fine-ware pottery (predominantly Atacrived in even greater numbers than
before, and Greek wine was now a common importrd s, as well, intensive workshop

production at the site, in metal, alabaster, amebo

2.3.7. Hellenistic Period

The Hellenistic Period at Gordion begins with atvy Alexander during the first year of

his campaign against the Persians, in 333 BCE, Wkeallegedly cut the Gordian Knot. His

visit can be taken as an indication of the stratémgpation of the site for trade, transport, and
military movement from western Asia Minor to Cehtfesia. Many aspects of Phrygian

culture subsequently began to disappear: Greek geds worshiped or at least recognized,
while Greek inscriptions now became the norm, sones with Greek or Greek-sounding

personal names.

In the mid-third century there was a dramatic cleaimgmaterial culture, one that marks the
arrival of European Celts or Galatians at Gordiost¢ Hellenistic). The cultural disruption

is illustrated by the breaking up of sculpture amstriptions in the Greek style and their
reuse as paving stones. Unique deposits of humdraaimal bone have been recovered

from the Lower Town, providing convincing evidenok Celtic ritual practices, including

the removal of human heads.

Fig.2.29A detail of the Galatian burials.
(Image: Penn Museum Gordion Project Archives)
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It is known that there were three layers, and thatsite was abandoned at least twice. It is
the second abandonment that is linked to eveni8S8hBCE, when a Roman army under
Manlius Vulso arrived at Gordion to find it emptie Celts having fled to a nearby fortress
where they were reportedly massacred (Livy 38.18-T@e third and latest Hellenistic
phase (ca. 150-100 BCE) represents a reoccupdtitie settlement by Galatians, who left
evidence of their identity in the form of distingtiiron fibulae of a type common in Europe

during the second century BCE.

The form of the settlement was significantly altedeiring the Hellenistic period. In addition
to the abandonment of the walls of the Easternd€ltahe road between the Eastern and
Western Citadels was filled to make a single laxggdential area elevated high above the
surrounding plain. At the same time, the Lower addter Towns were abandoned,
emphasizing Gordion’s appearance as a unified tGe. final remnants of the Phrygian
citadel had clearly been abandoned by the begirofitige Hellenistic period, and a series of

houses datable to the third and second centuries gt over their remains

The Hellenistic occupation level is thick, includiat least two construction phases dating to
Early Hellenistic times, and three constructionggsaassigned to the Late Hellenistic period.
Two of the Late Hellenistic phases were abandoleadjng rich deposits filled with coins,

painted plaster, terracotta figurines, glass vessgfone and iron tools, and alabaster

statuettes. As many as 1,500 complete Hellenisssels have been inventoried.

Although most of the Hellenistic architecture wasnoved during excavation of Phrygian
levels, detailed drawings of many individual housesvive. Although the houses were
arranged randomly throughout the site, they werte qpacious, with the largest measuring
ca. 20 x 10 meters. The mudbrick walls were plasteevery house had an associated

courtyard, and several even featured upper stories.

The Hellenistic pottery shows no abrupt changedamnology, form, function, or decoration.
On the contrary, Phrygian, Greek, and Galatian efgm appear throughout the entire
assemblage, often in the same household contekts@netimes all within the same vessel.
During the Late Hellenistic period, each houselooldtained a mismatched set of dishes and
bowls, some light brown and others gray, some pdiind others plain. Very rarely does
one Gordion house contain two identical vesselselbeless, the entire ceramic corpus is
more standardized than the Early Hellenistic caorpusst likely due to greater organization

and centralization in ceramic production.
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2.3.8. Roman Period

In the decades following Galatia’s annexation by émperor Augustus in 25 BCE, a new
settlement was founded atop the Gordion Citadel Mdoduring the late Julio-Claudian
period. Although the geographer Strabo, in the @uigviving literary reference to Roman
Gordion, describes the site during the Augustaiogeas a village only slightly larger than
those that surrounded it (Geography 12.5.3), ctirestdence for the resettlement of the
Citadel Mound places that event roughly half a @gnkater. This settlement appears to have
been occupied intermittently until the early fifdentury CE, at which time the Citadel

Mound was abandoned for reasons currently unknown.

Only comparatively small portions of the Roman pérsettlement on the Citadel Mound
have been excavated to date. In 1900, the Korténdn® who concentrated their efforts in
the southwest zone of the mound, unearthed scacgdrof the Roman settlement in that
area. R.S. Young exposed more substantial remaitisait location and in the northwest
zone during his initial 1950 field season, clearwg distinct building phases of the Roman
period town in both areas. Operations in the nogtvand southwest zones were halted after
only a single season, however, following Young'sigsien to concentrate in areas with more
direct access to the Iron Age strata. Neverthelesgeral fragmentary structures along the
Roman settlement’s eastern edge were encounter&tinyg’s team in the “Central Cut”
(CC) and “West City Wall” (WCW) trenches, excavatetween 1967 and 1973.

Between 1993 and 2002, M. M. Voigt and T. C. Youmgnitiated work in both the
northwest and southwest zones, where featuresoogyi identified by Young were re-
recorded, and the town’s earliest known habitapbases, dating to the late Claudian period,
were exposed for the first time. Most recently2004 and 2005, A.L. Goldman directed the
first series of excavations to target the Romatieseént, at three separate locations on the
Citadel Mound.

The recent investigations have substantially aftemeevious thoughts regarding the town’s
foundation, which is now recognized as represergingarefully orchestrated refoundation
during the mid-first century AD, at which time tiserface of the abandoned mound was
leveled and a new town built atop its western Heliese careful leveling and 107 surveying
activities, the adoption of a new north-south arighe buildings, the careful laying of
mudbrick floors and the construction of subterraneeater conduits confirm that the

settlement’s establishment was a far more sophtsticendeavor than formerly imagined.
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The longevity of the town’s occupation is now aksddent: at least four major building
phases have been identified between the foundptond and the town'’s final abandonment
in the early fifth century CE. Furthermore, anadysf the material excavated by Young has
revealed higher levels of internal organization amtbnomic activity than formerly
suspected. The introduction of sophisticated agctutral refinements (e.g. a colonnaded
street, a house with a peristyle plan), a compagigtihigh frequency of stray coin finds, and
significant quantities of imported ceramics, glagmy and jewelry all indicate that at least
some of the site’s inhabitants attained a moddeats of prosperity, particularly during the

Flavian and Trajanic periods, from the second dfihe first to early second centuries CE.

The discovery in 2004 and 2005 of Roman militaryipment and the identification of
likely barracks buildings at Gordion proves tha thwn existed as a minor military and/or
administrative post for the local area. Ancientdr@tineraries place a posting station (statio)
named either Vindia or Vinda in the immediate \iigirof Gordion, alongside the highway
that ran between the provincial capitals of Ancwmad Pessinus (modern Ankara and
Ballihisar, respectively). Gordion’s selection asnditary post is not entirely surprising,
since the site is at a strategic location at theflaence of two river valleys (the

Sangarius/Sakarya and Tembris/Porsuk).

2.3.9. Medieval Period

The Medieval period at Gordion technically extefidsn the Early Byzantine period (6th
century CE) into the Turkish Selcuk and Early Othonperiods. Excavations on the Citadel
Mound have suggested a settlement hiatus for degerduries, throughout much of the
Byzantine period. Nevertheless, the northwester gfathe mound had been a Christian
cemetery in the late Roman period, and it is uhlikbat subsequent civic and domestic
buildings of Byzantine date would have been burttop of it. There may have been

Byzantine occupation elsewhere on the mound, iresointhe many unexcavated areas.

Between 1077 and the later 13th century, centra Msnor was dominated by the powerful
Turkish Selcuk Sultanate with its capital at Konglithough this was weakened when much
of Anatolia came to be controlled by the invadingrdols. The Sultanate subsequently
became a vassal of the Mongol llkhanid dynastysiogato exist by the early 14th century.
As a result of these disruptions, a number of Wirkprincipalities, or Ghazi emirates,

emerged as centers of power

The site of Gordion lay in the border zone betwtem of the most powerful of these: the

emirate of Germiyan (with its capital at Kitahyatie west), and the emirate of Karaman
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(with its capital at Karaman in south-central Adialo Another emergent power in
northwestern Anatolia was the Osmanli or Ottomaiae (the dynasty of Osman). By the
mid-15th century CE, the Ottomans had conquerettalesnd western Asia Minor as well

as much of the Balkans to form the Ottoman Empire.

Excavations at Gordion have yielded evidence dataplpottery and coins to the 11th—14th
centuries CE, but the limited ceramic sample hadswald only limited chronological

precision. Settlement remains extend over muclh@fQitadel Mound. In the northwestern
sector of the mound, above the late Roman cemetery, a substantial building, many
subterranean tandor-style ovens, and a large faraa&iln. One of several pits contained a
13th century Iranian faience lion's head. Furthasteon the mound, less well-preserved
architectural remains were discovered. A fortificator enclosure wall with concrete mortar
and large external buttresses suggest that theosi@ordion was still an important place
worthy of protection in this period. The Medievalrkish name for the settlement is

unknown.

2.3.10. Ottoman Period

Very little is currently known about the Gordiorearduring the Ottoman empire, although
research on documentary and cartographic sourcesiwadoubtedly shed more light. It lay

within the large administrative province of Anato(Anadolu). With the reforms of the later
19th century, it fell under the administrative gdiction of the district and subdivision

(vilayet and sancak) of Ankara. At this point, geation was focused on a village named
Bebi, lying immediately to the west of the Citatébund. Bebi was still being occupied at
the end of the 19th century when the Korte brotremsimenced their investigations at
Gordion, and it was duly marked on their map of A90he modern settlement of

Yassihoyuk had not yet come into existence.
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Fig.2.30 Map showing the old village Bebi. (Image: Penn bum Gordion Project Archives)

The final chapter in the history of Ottoman-peri@drdion is the climactic Battle of the
Sakarya in 1921 (August 23 — September 13). Thsthv major military engagement of the
Turkish War of Independence, when the Turkish acmymanded by Mustafa Kemal and
Fevzi Cakmak engineered the defeat of the Greale$othat had commenced operations in
Anatolia in 1919. The village of Bebi was destrogenling this fierce action. Archaeological
evidence spread over a wide area includes fox-halgent shells, and a few casualties,

which is reminiscent of the evidence for the 19HiBoli campaign at Troy.

2.4. Gordion and Midas in Legends

2.4.1. The Legend of Gordian Knot

The tale of the Gordian Knot is one of the bestvwkmatories told about Gordion, and one of
the few that features Gordion in a popular figufespeech. The story recounts an episode
that took place in 333 BCE during the campaignsAleixander of Macedon against the
Persian Empire. Alexander was advancing with himyaacross Anatolia and came to
Gordion, probably because this was a natural stgppoint on the road that led inland from

the Aegean Coast towards Ankara (ancient Ancyrd)farther east.

While at Gordion, the Macedonian king learned almspecial wagon that was situated in

the Temple of Zeus. The pole of the wagon wastbetie wagon body with an intricate knot
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of cornel bark, and a prophecy had foretold thabevier could unfasten the knot would go
on to rule over Asia (or even the whole settledldydn one version). Seized by a longing to
test the prophecy, Alexander tried to unfastenkitet by unraveling it, but when he was
unable to do so, he drew his sword and cut rigtttuiph it. From this comes the proverbial
expression “to cut the Gordian Knot”, meaning to ght to the heart of a matter without

wasting time on external details.

For the site of ancient Gordion, however, this aotoowes its interest not only to the
connection with Alexander, but also to the explanatlegend attached to it, one that
describes the reason for the existence of the &ndtthe wagon, and its dedication in the
Temple of Zeus. The general outline of the legendsd follows: there was once a poor
Phrygian peasant named Gordios who was plowin{jdids, when an eagle came and sat on
the yoke of his plow, remaining there all day. Bdréd as to what this might mean, he
consulted the Telmessian people, an ancient racerahets. Gordios came upon a
Telmessian woman, standing in a doorway, who oddérm to sacrifice to Zeus. Gordios
did so and also married the woman, who producednanamed Midas. When Midas was
grown, he happened one day to drive up into Gordidnis father's wagon, while the city
was in the midst of civil strife. The people of @mn immediately proclaimed Midas as
their king, since they had been told by an oralaé¢ & wagon would end their civil war by
bringing them a king. The newly proclaimed king slsdaccepted the throne and dedicated
the wagon in the Temple of Zeus as a thank-offetintipe god and as acknowledgement of

the sign of the eagle, the sacred bird of Zeus thd predicted his kingship.

This legend can be found in several accounts atakider's campaigns, although with some
variations in details: in a few cases it was Middm was proclaimed king, while in others,
the honor was given to his father Gordios, and Blifidlowed him in the kingship. All
variants are consistent, however, in connectingldgend with the foundation of royal
hegemony in Gordion. The core of the story may wwed#lserve a local Phrygian tradition
recounting how Midas, and perhaps also his fatlwrdi@s before him, claimed the throne of
Phrygia with divine aid. Gordios himself is a shagidfigure, little known outside of this
story, but Midas is a well-known ruler whose reig88 — 696 BCE, as recorded by the early
church historian Eusebios, coincides with the mfees to a king named Mita of Mushki in

the annals of the Assyrian king Sargon Il

The presence of Zeus and his eagle strongly impligige approval of Midas’s kingship,
while the reference to the prophetically giftedressian maiden in the doorway may well

allude to the Phrygian Mother goddess, regularlyicdded standing in a doorway, and her
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role in proclaiming Midas’s kingship. Several elentseof the legend fall into well-known
ancient Near Eastern story patterns of kingshimdation: the divine messenger (the eagle)
from the gods, the use of the wagon as a symbkihgEhip, the close connection between a
new king and a prominent female divinity. But tegénd as we have it from the Alexander
historians seems to preserve a unique version waat local to Gordion and Phrygia,
recording how the kingship of Midas was establishe@ordion with the support of the
dominant male and female divinities in the Phrygiamtheon. The legend gives us a small

window into the Phrygians’ traditions of their owast that are otherwise lost to us.

2.4.2. “Midas” in the legends and history

The most reliable information about the famous Biay king Midas comes from the

contemporary records of the Assyrian king Sargamwéen 717 and 709 BCE. Some texts
state that Midas came to power in 721 BCE beforg@es ascension to the throne. For
most of that time, Midas posed a threat to Sargomipiguing with restive western satellite

kingdoms of the Assyrian empire. After an Assyrigovernor launched an invasion of
Phrygia, Midas ceased his subversive activitiestamdelf sent tribute. His death must have
happened in the late 8th century BC or in the edttycentury BC.

Greek and Roman sources often mention Midas. Inntiddle of the 5th century BC,
Herodotus says that a throne he saw in the Apdalémttuary of Delphi was the gift of King
Midas. He must have said this based on the traditio the sanctuary. Another special link
between Midas and the Greeks is described by Algsito the 4th century BC. Accordingly,
Midas is married to the daughter of the ruler ohi€y a Greek city on the west coast of Asia

Minor.

Classical writers associate Midas with great wealthis tradition, which started with the
Spartan poet Tyrtaios in the middle of the 7th agnBC, ends two or three generations
after the death of Midas. A fantastic version af gubject is told in the "gold touch story" in
the 4th century. A proof of this richness comesrirthe rich silver objects found in the

Tumulus recently excavated in Elmali. These objaemsdated to the times of Midas' rule.

Over the centuries, stories about Midas have bessferred to the classical tradition. It is
said that he caught a satyr by pouring wine ineowater source in the 6th century BC. The
story that he had donkey ears was told in the &titucy. Even the stories about his death are
fantastic. In one of the story (4th century BCjsitold that he died of starvation for turning

everything he touched into gold. It is also allegleat he suiceded by drinking bull blood.
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Plutarch (100 AD) associates his suicide with migdmes and Strabon with the Cimmerian
who invaded Phrygia.

2.5. Values

2.5.1. Outstanding Universal Value of the Site

Just as Gordion was the political and cultural eeof ancient Phrygia, the site is today by
far the best testimony we have for assessing Pammygjvilization. Since very few Phrygian
inscriptions have been found, it is primarily thgbuarchaeological evidence that we gain a

picture of who the Phrygians were, and Gordioméskey site for this purpose

Gordion has been extensively investigated archgaltly, which makes it one of the

leading sites for understanding long-term settleniméstory in the Near East. It is the best
documented settlement of the Phrygian kingdom, witontrolled much of Asia Minor

during the early first millennium BCE., especiallyring the reign of Midas, its most famous
king. With its monumental Phrygian architecture, extensive destruction level dating to
800 BCE., and a series of wealthy tombs belongindlirygian royalty, Gordion is the
premier type-site for ancient Phrygian civilizatian a par with Athens, Pompeii, and the

Hittite capital at Hattusa.

Settlement began in the Early Bronze Age, at laastarly as ca. 2500 BCE., and habitation
still continues in the adjacent village of YassiikyAcross that enormous span of time,
4500 years, there have been very few breaks intdiedn. In other words, the site’s

settlement history, nearly 4500 years, is one @fdhgest in the world.

Gordion is best known as the capital city of theyBlans and as the seat of the Phrygian
king, Midas, who ruled in the late eighth centuryCBWhen Alexander the Great of
Macedon came to Gordion in 333 BCE. he cut the t@smBordian Knot, after which the
European Celts (Galatians) established a new cehfwer in the area, famously the most
eastern enclave of the Celtic World. After the tingorld War, the region witnessed the
Battle of the Sakarya in 1921, the Turkish War itfdration.

The fortifications and monumental buildings of @il century BC Early Phrygian citadel
are unequaled for the period in Anatolia along withlti-faceted architectural statement of

royal power and command of human resources, wellggwed mosaics and textiles.

The landscape of the area is made uniquely distably the large concentration of tumuli.

One of these, the “Midas Mound” (Tumulus MM), rigesa height of 53 meters, and is the
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third largest burial mound in the world. The tonttamber within it is the oldest standing
wooden building in the world (ca. 740 BCE.), autid to the astonishing skills of Gordion’s
ancient carpenters, who were among the most peaficn the Near East. Inside lay the best-
preserved and most elaborate wooden furniture knfbem the ancient world, as well as

over 100 bronze vessels that highlight the Phrytaame in metalworking.

Since Gordion was such a powerful urban center sueh a great span of time, there are
many features commonly associated with anciergscttiat were first developed there. These
include the first colored stone mosaics in the emcivorld (9th c. BC.) and some of the

earliest roof tiles that have ever been foundpfallhich were elaborately painted.

Gordion was also one of the most famous textiledpction centers in antiquity, and they
alone had a special dying process for clothing thadle their aristocrats look golden in the

sun— truly, a “golden touch.

An unrivalled assemblage of several thousand mettifacts has been discovered at
Gordion, in bronze, iron, and very occasionallyegad, silver, and gold. These finds cover a
remarkably broad range of applications, from thitarian to the elaborately decorative, and
include tools, structural fittings, utensils, naliy equipment, horse harness, vehicle fittings,
dress accessories, and ornate jewellery. Perhapmdist astonishing finds are the sets of
luxurious bronze banqueting vessels from Gordiawgal tumuli, including cauldrons,

drinking buckets, jugs, bowls, ladles, and the liagaf elaborate brooches and belts that
accompanied the dead. The largest and most spkotgcoreserved of these assemblages
came from Tumulus MM, with the vessels still begriesidues of the funerary meal after

more than 2,700 years.

The entrance to the citadel at the East Gate festine best-preserved Iron Age (10th -8 th
c. B.C.) gate complex that has ever been discoyevedt stone masonry still rising to a
height of 10 mGordion’s excellent state of preservation is dugant to the fact that the
entire 9th century BC. Phrygian citadel was covérgd m of clay after a catastrophic fire
in 800 BCE.; this essentially froze the city’s mamnts and artifacts in time, like Pompeii,

until they were excavated nearly 3,000 years later.

The site is directly associated with the episodehef Gordian Knot described by ancient
historians such as Arrian (Anabasis Alexandri —sidered one of the most complete sources
on the campaigns of Alexander the Great), Quintugi@s, Justin's epitome of Pompeius

Trogus, and Aelian’s De Natura Animalium. As a testd the profound and widespread
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influence of the legend being used as a metaphdGéodion, the name of the site and the

people who ruled it continue to appear in literang artistic works

Most of the ancient writers who described the komgdiocused on King Midas, who ruled
during the second half of the 8th century BC. Hes wenowned in antiquity for his great
wealth, and was believed to have had the powarrtoanything he touched into gold — “the
Midas Touch.

Phrygia was described in the Homer’s lliad as ansfrand well-fortified kingdom. Even
during the period when it was controlled by othexjon powers, such as Lydia and Persia,

Gordion’s citadel would have been one of the mogiressive in Anatolia.

Important historical events and legends such asdi@orKnot which is related with
Macedonian Alexander the Great's arrival to Gordidren he started his campaign against
Persian Empire, afterwards Galatian’s invasionrdgéon as well as Sakarya War in 1921,

Turkish Liberation War, have often been the subjéetrt and literature.

2.5.2. Local/Regional Values of the Site

It is very important that the characteristics htited to Gordion are adopted and understood
by different stakeholders and especially local peoporder to manage the area in a
sustainable wayVhile determining the management policies regartiiegnost appropriate
use of the area, Gordion's values should carelfdltaken into consideration. Main striking

values are indicated below.

* Multilayered feature of the Citadel Mound which tains

archaeological values from different periods.

e Being the key area in understanding Phrygian cellagrthe

capital of Phrygian civilization

Archaeological «  The Tumulus MM and its wooden burial chamber whgch

among the best preserved rare example in the World.

* Well preserved Iron-Age gate complex with stone onag.

«  Striking ancient handicrafts such as bronze, &xtilooden

furniture production.
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Natural

A wide area with steppe landscape away from urladioiz

Mounds and tumuli as being distinctive featurehié tandscape

Scientific

The character of the site allowing for interdianary scientific

studies

The numerous tumuli allowing for scientific stuaythe long

term

Cultural

Yassihdyik and surrounding villages preserving tbgltural and

traditional identity

Educational

Intreraction with archaeologists and archaeologicatesses tha

provides educational opportunities

Cooperation with local and foreign schools

Economic

job opportunities through archaeological excavatiand

presentaion

Economic returns of tourism to the local people

Touristic

To be suitable for the development of tourism e livith its

environs

Symbolik

Assosciation with various legends and historicalnes
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SECTION 3- ARCHAEOLOGY, CONSERVATION AND DOCUMENTATION

3.1. History of Archaeological Investigations in Galion

The site of Gordion was “discovered” in Novembe893, when the German classical
philologist Alfred Korte visited a location on tt&angarios (modern Sakarya) river where
engineers working on the Berlin—-Baghdad Railroad bame across the remains of an
ancient settlement. Korte identified the site asdi@m primarily on the basis of what ancient
Greek and Latin writers had to say about the olg/dtan capital. Seven years later, in 1900,
he returned to Gordion with his brother Gustavdoycout a single, three-month season of
excavation, among the first controlled field prdgeto take place in central Anatolia. On the
Citadel Mound they reached levels that were perlaapsarly as the sixth century BCE. Of
the roughly 85 burial tumuli known in the immediatinity of Gordion, the brothers
opened five, known today as K (Kdrte) I-V. Tumukidll, dated to the first half of the
eighth century BCE, was especially rich in furnigs.

Fifty years after the Kortes’ explorations, Rodi&yYoung began excavations at Gordion in
1950, under the auspices of the University of Pgmarsia Museum. Young’'s work at the
site continued over 17 seasons through 1973. ORitiaelel Mound he concentrated on the
eastern half, where he uncovered major portiondath the earlier and later Phrygian
citadels, and also of the overlying Hellenistic i®wIn the first years of excavation, the
presence of still earlier Bronze Age settlement aiissted through a deep sounding. Only
limited investigation, however, was to be carried ion these levels. Young also opened 30
burial tumuli, ranging in date from the ninth ceytBCE into Hellenistic times. These
included the spectacular Tumulus MM and the neavbglthy tomb of a Phrygian child
(Tumulus P), both of them from the Middle Phryggseriod.
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Fig.3.1Tumulus P.

A few tumuli were found to overlie earlier remaissich as Middle Phrygian houses, and
relatively humble cemeteries, one of Middle Phrygitate, the other going back to the time
of the Hittite Old Kingdom (17th—15th centuries BICEo the immediate southeast of the
Citadel Mound, excavations on the Kig¢iuk Hoyuk om&d Mound” revealed a mudbrick

fortress atop a high mudbrick bastion, probablyydian installation of the late seventh or
early sixth century BCE. Mudbrick fortification Walextending from the bastion enclosed a
Lower Town. The destruction of the bastion in tHOSBCE, after a siege, no doubt reflects

the Persian capture of Gordion.

Rodney Young died in a traffic accident in 1974d axcavation did not resume at Gordion
until 1988, under the direction of Mary M. Voigtubng the intervening years, the late
Keith DeVries was Project Director, overseeing aesle and site maintenance. In 1988, G.
Kenneth Sams replaced DeVries as Project Direcod assumed responsibility for
conservation and for the publication of Young'scdigeries. The new excavations have
sought to clarify matters of stratigraphy and toestigate areas of the site that had
previously seen little or no excavation. Thus, lo@ Wwestern side of the Citadel Mound, the
trenches of Young and the Kdrte brothers were itediswhile trenches taken down in the
area of the main Young excavations revealed Eadgy Age levels heretofore unknown.
Work in the vicinity of the Kicik Hoyluk uncoveredavellings of the Lower Town, and
revealed grim evidence of the Celtic presence itleHistic times, in the form of bizarre
ritual deposits of dismembered humans and aninfaisthe west of the Citadel Mound,
survey followed by excavation revealed an extenshmer Town dating back perhaps as

early as the eighth century BCE.

Archaeological survey of the region around Gordidingcted by Lisa Kealhofer, has placed
the site in a broader local context of settlemeattgpns, while geomorphological
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investigations by Ben Marsh and paleobotanical arete by Naomi Miller have shed

important light on the ancient physical and flaral/ironment.

Excavations in Gordion, which were conducted urttier direction of G. Kennedy Sams

from 1988 to 2012, were suspended between 2002@t®idue to the publication work.

3.1.1. The Gordion Archaeological Project and its [®nsors

Excavations in Gordion were resumed in 2013 unterdirection of C. Brian Rose on
behalf of the University of Pennsylvania / Penn Blus. The Gordion Archaeological
Project has used a range of scientific approadh&s &s dendrochronology, remote sensing,
radiocarbon dating, and geophysical research ferghst seventy years, in addition to

excavation work.

The Gordion Archaeological Project is one of theamations carried out by foreign
delegations permitted by the Ministry of Culturedafourism with the President's Decree.
All archaeological research by the Gordion Projexs been carried out under the aegis of
the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeglagd Anthropology. The College of
William and Mary has been a co-sponsor since 188, the Royal Ontario Museum co-

sponsored work carried out between 1994 and 2002.

Excavation and survey at Gordion since 1988 hawn bsupported by grants from the
National Endowment for the Humanities, the SocialeBce and Humanities Research
Council of Canada, the National Geographic Socitty,Royal Ontario Museum, the Kress
Foundation, the IBM Foundation, the Tanberg Trtst,Loreena McKennitt Trust, the 1984
Foundation, the George B. Storer Foundation, tHe Seundation, the Luther I. Replogle

Foundation, and Ken Jordan.

The dendrochronology and radiocarbon work has lsegported by the National Science
Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humasijtithe Institute for Aegean
Prehistory, the Malcolm H. Wiener Foundation, theid¢lberg Academy of Sciences, and

the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research @aifritanada.

The Museum of Anatolian Civilizations (Anadolu Maegetleri Mizesi) at Ankara has
played a fundamental role at Gordion. Many of th@isry of Culture and Tourism
commissars—who supervise the on-site operationthefGordion Archaeological Project
each season—are archaeologists from the museumthasd experts have contributed a
great deal to the work and experience of the ptojHte museum has carried out its own

operations at Gordion, including excavations ofrf@ordion burial-mounds (notably the
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Mamaderesi Tumulus and Kizlar Kayasi Tumulus A) aatvage work on the Hellenistic

Tumulus O’s burial chamber.

There is also a platform called “The Friends of dan” which is an organization of persons
interested in Gordion, the Phrygians, and archagolo Turkey. It supports the ongoing
activities of the Gordion Excavation Project, whighclude site conservation and
publications of the latest discoveries. All FrierafsGordion receive the annual newsletter

that provides information about the results ofshason’s work.

3.2. Archive/Data
The Gordion Archive at Penn Museum is the main sipry for the voluminous records

created by over thirty seasons of excavation adi@or The material includes over 80,000
photographic images (black-and white negatives pridts; color slides), hundreds of
drawings (large-scale maps and plans; artifactsihidreds of written reports (excavation
notebooks, end-of-season evaluations etc), thogsaridcatalog cards and book-lists
(containing tens of thousands of entries detailimg attributes of artifacts, photographs,

drawings and documents); and miscellaneous othm@isit

Beginning in 2007 the Gordion Archaeological Projat the Penn Museum began the
process of digitizing the content of the Gordiorciive within the framework “Digital
Gordion” study which is a Web application basedHhML, PHP, and Javascript, thus
making it platform-independent and accessible faomgpwhere. The goal is to produce not
only a digital version of the archive, but alsooaltto facilitate research and publication of
the materials.Recently available digital technologies can powrfarganize, process, and
rapidly deliver large quantities of information ¢lnding masses of photographic imagery) to
researchers throughout the world. At the same titiney can improve the researcher’s
analytical toolkit, provide a backup of the datad dacilitate collaboration among scholars
working on the same data from different locatiditsey have the potential to shave off years
of post-excavation publication programs by libaergta research team from heavy logistical
burdens and allowing them to concentrate on theahatterpretation and presentation of the
material The basic elements of the "Digital Gordion" studbtadset are field notebooks,
photographs, large format plans and maps draweate sartifact drawings, many lists and

post-excavation written reports.

To accurately represent the spatial settlementsstaratification of a particular time period,
the remains must first be linked to a reliable platric (horizontal) and altimetric (vertical)

coordinate system. Accurate mapping also needadwanced and reliable archaeological
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applications. Accordingly, the "Gordion Digital Maipg Study" was initiated in 2008 by the

Gordion Archaeological Project. With the digital ppeng study, the process of sending the
map to a world-class coordinate system (UTM) hasnbgtarted using the Geographical
Information System (GIS). As a result of the acturand detailed data set in order to
facilitate visualization, 3D architectural and tgpaphic reconstruction studies are still
ongoing. Three-dimensional reconstructions are us¢anly for researchers to benefit from
a more detailed and comprehensive array of ardhitgcelements, but also for local

residents and visitors to promote the presentatiwhhistory of the site.

Additionally, all data about the mounds and tunmulGordion were incorporated in National
Immovable Cultural Heritage Inventory System (TUB®)ich a centralized web-based GIS
system is run by the Ministry of Culture and ToorjsGeneral Directerote for Cultural
Heritage and Museums. Studies on registering thediGo originated objects in the
Museums to “Museum National Inventory System” (MUYBE8hich is a system where

detailed information on the artifacts in whole muss is kept, have been continuing.

3.3. Conservation

3.3.1. Conservation Status of the Citadel Mound

The history of conservation and scientific researctGordion and its surroundings goes
back to old dates. The protection of the settlerhastbeen the main priority of the Gordion

Archaeological Project, especially since 1998.

Most of the structures in Gordion, dated to theyBian Period and other periods, have mud
walls. For this reason, archaeological materiaksanthed in excavations become very fragile
when left uncovered. Especially mud brick structuage sensitive to rain. For this reason,

some of the mudbricks and some other structuresveted in the past were buried again.

It has been evaluated that traditional re-burielhtéques preserved the remains but impaired
the topography and readability of the archaeoldgsiiee. To reverse this trend, it was
necessary to develop a conservation program thatldwase the entire area as an

archaeological landscape while preserving the texand readability of the Citadel Mound.

Necessary work has been done to ensure that aopeeklconservation program is

implemented on a large scale, sustained and eceabiny using available resources and
skills. Accordingly, a Six-Year Site ConservatiolafPwas developed in 2007 to address the
issues of conservation, interpretation and maimeaaf the architectural structures in the

area, and studies on the plan were initiated ir8200
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The site protection plan prepared for the Citadelunt consisted of five components
determined for the first planning study period. 3dare:

1) the stabilization of the escarpments and restor@f mound profile,

2) the design of the platforms for the visitor ®wund the relevant vantage points3)
conservation and stabilisation of architectural@tires and pavements.

4) the conservation of the lifted and in situ pellosaics

5) the development of a site guidebook.

Starting in 2006, a team of specialists directedFbgnk Matero from the University Of
Pennsylvania School Of Design (Penn Design) haga bewking on site, developing new
approaches to the conservation, stabilization aedegmtation of the Citadel Mound and its

architecture.

In the comprehensive documentation and sustairtanlgervation studies of Citadel Mound,
primarily the monumental entrance structure ofEagly Phrygian Period and the structures
in the Terrace Complex were documented and asségs&ber and digital methods. The
possible structural movement was observed at theumental entrance gate of the Early
Phrygian Period and it was detected that thereangignificant amount of movement in the
Stones. It is thought that this movement may be thueseismic movements or slips.

Therefore, clay-based coatings were designed tdegirothe upper surfaces of the
monumental entrance gate from rain water and thabdity of this cover was reinforced

with local plants. The same method has been appliedrtain areas of the buildings in the
Terrace Complex, the inner face of the walls hanbeinforced with stainless steel wires to
prevent outward slipping in some places and wittv 3¢ones, the walls were rebuilt in

certain places.

One of the focal points of the conservation studie2014 was the stabilization of the Early
Phrygian Period monumental entrance structure. f@dafg to provide access for
stabilization works on the north and east wallthefgate’s South Court was installed. Work
included ground leveling of the central ramp, comdton of a timber mat foundation for the
heavy-duty scaffolding along the north wall, and¢ess scaffolding. By 2019, all of the

damaged stones had been lifted, consolidated,eanskrted in their original position.
In 20014, within the scope of conservation studies,existing walls of the Early Phrygian
Period terrace building (room 5) were also streegéul and the field documentation of the

walls of rooms 6 and 7 was completed in prepardtiothe 2015 season.

56



In 2013, one panel from Megaron 2 pebble mosaieatly housed in the Gordion Museum
was temporarily faced, then lifted and stored at@ordion Museum. In 2014, following on
three years of research and planning, conservatgaiment started on the lifted panel by
removing the old reinforced concrete backing usingustom-made grinding system. The
conservation of this panel had been completed iy 2a@nd the other panels are now being

conserved.

On the Citadel Mound of Gordion, one has to keepubgetation in check both to protect
the ruins and to make them visible for tourists.t Y¥@e can also use the vegetation
strategically in preservation activities, espeygiallhen dealing with ruined walls, such as
those that form part of Gordion’s Terrace Building$ie upper section of the walls is
covered with a layer of soil, and the seeds ofveagjrasses and other shallow-rooted plants
are set into it, in the form of mudballs. Such steyn avoids insect predation, and essentially
fools the seeds into thinking they are in a nataedting as the mudballs are melted by the
winter rains. The result is a stable cap that ptet¢he walls and delineates them more

clearly for visitors to the site.

In addition to its routine maintenance and mingraies, conservation program currently
incl. the following works:

The completion of the conservation works in therdeg Building (TB).

The conservation of the burned, fractured, andysplavalls of units TB-6, TB-7, and TB-8
is planned to be carried out in 2020 — 2023. Singitanservation techniques that have been
used for units TB-1 — TB-5 will be applied.

Conservation of the South Gate. The walls of thelydiscovered South Gate still survive
to a height of 4 m in certain parts. As with thesHaate, the upper stones will need to be
148 removed, consolidated with grout, and resttweabeir original positions.

The completion of the conservation of the Pebbleailo

3.3.2. Conservation Status of Tumuli and Documentain

Tumuli in Gordion and its environs were designated'cultural property” by the Decision
No 1096, 16/02/1990, Decision No 2436, 10/06/204% @ecision No. 2808, 12/11/2015 of
the Ankara Regional Council for Conservation oftGral Properties. Thus, these tumuli are
taken under legal protection. In addition, the @ctibn zone of the tumuli was determined as

at least 20 m from the 0 (zero) level by the refg@iRegional Council.
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Within the boundaries of the Management Area, Sulumere excavated by Koerte Brothers
in 1900’s, 29 tumuli were excavated by the Uniwgrsf Pennsylvania Penn Museum within
the scope of the Gordion Archaeological Project dnmimuli were excavated by Ankara

Anatolian Civilizations Museum (see Table 1,2)

Among them, Tumulus MM is very important in term§ its size and wooden burial
chamber which has reached today intact. Since 986’4, team members at Gordion have
been monitoring the environment and structuraliltylof the tomb chamber. Electronic
dataloggers record temperature and humidity letketsughout the year. Readings of
calibrated “telltales” at the corners of the outasing are recorded by the Gordion Museum
staff each month throughout the year, and measumsnage taken at fixed points in the
interior of the tomb chamber. All these efforts gmdfessional engineering studies led to the
installation in 2002 of a new support system farjtmiper logs of the outer casing. The goal
is to study, document, protect, and preserve th#tohamber in Tumulus MM, the oldest
standing wooden building in the world. In ordergevent erosion in Tumulus MM, a
drainage system made of mudbrick was placed iraiceparts of the Tumulus and it was

surrounded by fence.

Within the scope of a study for “Conservation Masagnt Plan for Gordion and its
environs” launched in 2007 and funded by TUBITAKiopty tumuli have been identified
in order to prevent the tumuli from being erodee da agricultural activities. Hereupon,
tumuli have been surveyed; current conditions haeen determined, photographed and
documented by the experts of Ankara Anatolian @atlon Museum and Ankara Regional
Council for the Conservation of Cultural Properie2019. In addition, the cadastral island-
parcel information of the immovables on which thetli are located was obtained thanks
to technical support of the Polath Municipalityuiing the survey, adverse situations that

damage the Tumuli have been also detected (See Tl

This study shows that the most important factoeafhg the tumuli in the Nominated WHS
is agricultural activities. Some tumuli have lostght. The Tumuli, T1, T111 and T112 have

needed salvage excavation. No illegal excavatiebean noted here.

When the tumuli are evaluated in the buffer zonab(&-2), it is also seen that agricultural
activities have been carried out in almost all liémh. There is a cadastral road near the
Tumulus T6 and cause harm the tumulus. Tumuli TBH, T96 and T97 are almost to
disappear because of irrigation and agriculturéivities. Some tumuli (T68, T109, T110,
T120 and T125) have been illegally excavated iviptes years. Tumulus T120 is needed

salvage excavation because of illegal excavatigmemious years.
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TABLE 1- TUMULI IN THE NOMINATED WORLD HERITAGE S ITE

Region(s)/
No Name District (s) Ownership Period/Date Excavation Status Factors Affecting Prop. Proposal

1 Yassthoytik Salvage excavation, Ceasing

T1 private intense agricultural activity agricultural activities
2 T2 Yassihdyuk private intense agricultural activity Ceasing agricultural activities
3 T3 Yassihdyik private intense agricultural activity Ceasing agricultural activities
4 T4 Yassihoyik private intense agricultural activity Ceasing agricultural activities
5 T5 (W) Yassihdyik State /private 850 BCE Excavated in 1959 by Excavation Team | intense agricultural activity Ceasing agricultural activities
6 T7 Yassthoytik unregistered land Undefined none
7 T8 Yassihoyik unregistered land Undefined none
8 T9 Yassihoyiik unregistered land Undefined none
9 T10 Yassthoyiik unregistered land Undefined none
10 T11 Yassthoyiik unregistered land Undefined none
11 T12 Yassthoytik unregistered land Undefined none
12 T13 Yassthoyiik Private-unregis. land intense agricultural activity Ceasing agricultural activities
13 T14 Yassthoytik Private-unregis. land intense agricultural activity Ceasing agricultural activities
14 T15 Yassthoylik Private-unregis. land intense agricultural activity Ceasing agricultural activities
15 T16 Yassthoyiik Private-unregis. land intense agricultural activity Ceasing agricultural activities
16 T17 Yassthoytik Private-unregis. land Undefined none
17 T18 Yassthoyiik unregistered land Undefined none
18 T19 Yassthoylik private intense agricultural activity Ceasing agricultural activities
19 T20 (Y) Yassthoytik Common prop. 830-820 BCE Excavated in 1965 by ET Undefined none

unregistered land
20 T21 Yassthoyiik State/unregistered land Undefined none
21 T22 (X) Yassthoyiik Unregistered land 830-820 BCE Excavated in 1965 by ET Undefined none
22 T23 Yassthoylk Common prop. agricultural activity /elevation loss | none
23 T24 (P) Yassihoylik State 760 BCE Excavated in 1955-56, ET Undefined none
24 T25 (MM) | Yassihoyuk Common prop /Unregis. 742 BCE Excavated in 1957 by ET Undefined none
land

25 T26 Yassihoylik State Undefined none
26 T27 (U) Yassthoytik State 560 BCE Excavated in 1956 by ET Undefined none
27 T28 (KW) Yassthoytik state Excavated in 1900’s, Koerte Brothers Undefined none
28 T29 (R) Yassthoytik state Excavated in 1956 by ET Elevation loss none
29 T30 (S) Yassihoylik state 800 BCE Excavated in 1956 by ET Elevation loss none
30 T31(Q) Yassthoylik state 810 BCE Excavated in 1956 by ET Elevation loss none
31 | T32(Koerte | Yassihoyuk State 550 BCE Excavated in 1900’s, Koerte Brothers Undefined none

1)
32 | T33 (Koerte | Yassihoyik State / common prop. 780 BCE Excavated in 1900’s, Koerte Brothers Undefined none

1)
33 T34 (N) Yassthoytik State/unregis. land 720 BCE Excavated in 1950’s by ET Partly located in barn of a house none
34 T35 (KY) Yassthoyiik Common prop. 780 BCE Excavated in 1955 by ET Undefined none




MO 550

35 T36 (M) Yassthoytik Common prop. Excavated in 1951-52 by ET Loss of height and form none
36 | T37 (Koerte | Yassihoyuk Common prop. 600 BCE Excavated in 1900’s by Koerte Brothers | Undefined none
]
37 | T38 (Koerte | Yassihoyuk Common prop. 550 BCE Excavated in 1900’s, Koerte Brothers Undefined none
1)
38 T39 (E) Yassthoyiik State/common prop. 530 BCE Excavated in 1950-1951 by ET Undefined none
39 T40 (F) Yassthoytik state 620-610 BCE Excavated in 1951 by ET Undefined none
40 T41 (G) Yassihoyik state 850 BCE Excavated in 1950 by ET Undefined none
41 T42 (D) Yassthoytik State/common prop. 550 BCE Excavated in 1951 by ET Undefined none
42 T43 (C) Yassthoytik state 550 BCE Excavated in 1950 by ET Undefined none
43 T44 (B) Yassthoytik Unregis. land 575 BCE Excavated in 1950 by ET Undefined none
44 T46 (K) Yassihoyik state 600 BCE Excavated in 1951 by ET Undefined none
45 T47 () Yassthoylik state 600 BCE Excavated in 1951 by ET Undefined none
46 T48 (1) Yassthoytik state 600 BCE Excavated in 1951 by ET Undefined none
47 T49 (H) Yassthoytik state 600 BCE Excavated in 1951 by ET Undefined none
48 T50 Yassthoyiik Common prop. /private 700 BCE Excavated in 1951 by ET Undefined none
49 T51 Yassthoytik Common prop. Undefined none
50 T52 Yassthoylik Common prop/private Excavated in 2019 by AMM Undefined none
51 T53 Yassthoytik Common prop. Undefined none
52 T54 Yassthoyiik Common prop. Agricultural activities Ceasing agricultural activities
53 T55 Yassthoylik Common prop/private Agricultural activities Ceasing agricultural activities
54 T56 Yassthoyiik private Agricultural activities. Ceasing agricultural activities
55 157 Yassihoylik Common prop. 600-550 BCE Excavated in 1951 by ET Undefined none
56 158 (2) Yassihoyik Common prop. 710 BCE Excavated in 1969 by ET Undefined none
57 T59 Yassthoytik private 640 BCE Agricultural activities, loss of none
Excavated in 1951 by ET elevation

58 T60 Yassthoylik Common prop. Undefined none
59 T61 Yassthoylik Common prop. Undefined none
60 162 Yassihoylik Common prop. Undefined none
61 163 Yassthoytik Common prop. Undefined none
62 T64 Yassthoyiik Common prop. Undefined none
63 T65 Yassthoyiik Common prop. Undefined none
64 T66 Yassthoyiik Common prop. /private Undefined none
65 T111 Beylikkopri/ private Geophysical investigation in 2014, Intense agricultural activities Salvage excavation, Ceasing

Eskibebi burial chamber was identified agricultural activities
66 T112 Beylikkopru/ Geophysical investigation in 2014, Salvage excavation, Ceasing

Eskibebi private burial chamber was identified Agricultural activities agricultural activities
67 T113 (0) Beylikkopri/

Ciftehoyik State/common prop. Hellenistic Excavated in 1995 by ET Displayed in GM none
68 T114 Beylikkopri/ Private/state Excavated in 1988 by AMM agricultural activities Ceasing agricultural activities
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Mamaderesi

69 T115 Beylikkopri/ state - agricultural activities

Cifthoyuk Ceasing agricultural activities
70 T116 Beylikkopri/ state - agricultural activities

Cifthoyuk Ceasing agricultural activities
71 T117 Beylikkdpri/ state - agricultural activities

Cifthoyuk Ceasing agricultural activities
72 T118 (JL) Beylikkopri private Hellenistic. Excavated in 1950’s by ET Undefined none
73 T119 Beylikkdpri/ private - agricultural activities

Karga yaylasi Ceasing agricultural activities
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TABLE 2- TUMULI IN THE BUFFER ZONE

Region(s)/ Excavation Status /
Name District (s) Ownership Period/Date Factors Affecting Prop. /SOC Proposal
1 T6 Yass/Sultuklu private Intense agricultural activities, Cancellation of the rood/
cadastral road Ceasing agricultural activities
2 T45 (A) | Yass/Suluklu private Excavated in 1950 by ET / | Located in the garden of a house none
530 BCE
3
167 Yass/Tokattag private - Agricultural activities Ceasing agricultural activities
4 168 Yass /Suluklu private - Agricultural activities Ceasing agricultural activities
5 Yass. /Kayran Illegal excavation, intense agricultural activities
T69 State/private - /poor Ceasing agricultural activities
6 T70 Yass /Tokattas private | - Agricultural activities /poor Ceasing agricultural activities
7 Yass /Sultkli Private/state-village
T71 legal entity - Intense agricultural activities/poor Ceasing agricultural activities
8 T72 Yass/ikizhéyiikler private Agricultural activities /fair Ceasing agricultural activities
9 173 Yass/ikizhoyiikler Agricultural activities /fair Ceasing agricultural activities
private -
10 T74 Yass/Kayran private R Agricultural activities/poor Ceasing agricultural activities
11 T75 Yass/Kayran private R Agricultural activities /fair Ceasing agricultural activities
12 T76 Yass/Kayran private R Agricultural activities/fair Ceasing agricultural activities
13 T77 Yass/Kayran private R Agricultural activities/fair Ceasing agricultural activities
14 T78 Yass/Kayran private R Agricultural activities/fair Ceasing agricultural activities
15 T79 Yass/Kabayaz private ) Agricultural activities/fair Ceasing agricultural activities
16 T80 Yass/Kabayaz private - Agricultural activities/fair Ceasing agricultural activities
17 T81 Yass/Kabayazi private - Agricultural activities/fair Ceasing agricultural activities
18 182 Yass/Kabayaz private - Intense agricultural activities/ Elevation loss /poor Ceasing agricultural activities
19 T83 Yass/Kayran Private/state-village - Agricultural activities/fpoor Ceasing agricultural activities
legal entity
20 T84 Yass/Kayran private - Agricultural activities Ceasing agricultural activities
21 T85 Yass/Kayran private - Agricultural activities Ceasing agricultural activities
22 T86 Yass/Kayran private Salvage excavation in Intense agricultural activities/very poor Ceasing agricultural activities
1989 by AMM
23 187 Yass/Kayran private R Agricultural activities/fair Ceasing agricultural activities
24 T90 Cekirdeksiz/Gokyatak Private/state-village Undefined/good none

legal entity




25 T91 Cekirdeksiz/Gokyatak Private/state-village Undefined/good none
legal entity
26 T92 Cekirdeksiz/Arpahisseleri | private - Agricultural activities Ceasing agricultural activities
27 T93 Cekirdeksiz/Arpahisseleri | private - Agricultural activities Ceasing agricultural activities
28 T94 Yass-Sabanozii/Kayran Private/state Salvage excavation in Agricultural activities, irrigation /very poor-
1989 by AMM disappeared
29 T95 Yass-Sabanozl /Kayran Private/state Agricultural activities, irrigation /very poor- none
disappeared
30 T96 Yass-Sabanézi /Kayran Private/state Agricultural activities, irrigation /very poor- none
disappeared
31 T97 Yass-Sabanozi Kayran Private/state Agricultural activities, irrigation /very poor- none
disappeared
32 T102 Sabanézii/ikizhdyiik private - Agricultural activities/fair Ceasing agricultural activities
33 T103 Sabanézii/ikizhdyiik private - Agricultural activities/fair Ceasing agricultural activities
34 T104 Kiranharmani/ 505 private - Agricultural activities, elevation loss, about to Ceasing agricultural activities
Doniimler disappear/ very poor
35 T105 Kiranharmani/ 505 private - Agricultural activities, elevation loss, about to Ceasing agricultural activities
Dénimler disappear/ very poor
36 T106 Kiranharmani/ 505 private - Agricultural activities, elevation loss, about to Ceasing agricultural activities
Dénilimler disappear/ very poor
37 T107 Kiranharmani/ 505 private - Agricultural activities, elevation loss, about to Ceasing agricultural activities
Dénilimler disappear/ very poor
38 T109 Kiranharmani/ Bentbag State-village legal entity | - Illegal excavation in previous years, agricultural none
activities.
39 T110 Kiranharmani/ Private/state - Illegal excavation in previous years, agricultural Ceasing agricultural activities
Demiryoluustl activities.
40 T120 Beylikkopri private Illegal excavation in previous years, Salvage excavation
41 T125 Beylikkopri private Illegal excavation in previous years, agricultural Ceasing agricultural activities
(Beylik activities.
TUmulusu)
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3.3.3. Object Conservation
The movable material in the area is preserved e dbnservation laboratory near the
Gordion Museum, and many finds are kept in the mmmsand in the warehouses in the

excavation house.

The Objects Conservation Program was started i8 1®®rovide professional conservation
care for objects found, studied, and stored aiGbedion Excavations. Since its inception,
the Program has been committed to advocating pasem so that the collections will

continue to be accessible for research in the déutur

Conservators play an integral role in the projectcbllaborating with archaeologists and
researchers at every stage of fieldwork. Duringagaton they assist archaeologists in
safely lifting fragile artefacts from the groundidathen assess and treat objects in the
laboratory to arrest deterioration and stabilizeirtttondition. Conservators consistently
monitor the artifacts once they have been storeglaced on exhibition in the Gordion
Museum to ensure their long-term preservation, pravide expertise and support to

researchers using the collections.

The Program is also committed to pursuing resetr@hwill benefit the site as well as the
broader archaeological and conservation commuiiitys has involved exploring methods
for removing damaging soluble salts from ceramdscumenting evidence of textiles in
metals corrosion, monitoring the environment in Tius MM, and cleaning its wooden

tomb chamber.

This broad range of activities provides a rich emvinent for the treatment of archaeological
materials, and for the training of conservatiordstis in fieldwork and collections care. The
Program continues to provide training opportunifies students in graduate conservation

programs.

The excavations in Gordion uncovered an exceptioakéction of Phrygian furniture and
wooden objects from the Mound and three royal toatliSordion. Excavated between 1956
and 1959, Tumulus W, Tumulus P, and Tumulus MM {niith to later eighth century
BCE) produced an unparalleled group of wood findsluding at least 50 pieces of fine
furniture and more than 70 small objects. Theskidled tables, serving stands, stools, a bed,
and a log coffin, as well as plates, bowls, spo@ngarasol, and eleven small animals,

considered to be among the most charming of theliGofinds.
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Much of the wood was in unusually good conditionedo the dry and relatively stable
conditions that had prevailed inside the tomb chensibThe pieces were elaborately carved,
and some of the furniture was inlaid profusely tndded with bronze tack3he design of
the furniture was highly imaginative, unlike thdtamy other ancient furniture known. The
collection is now recognized as the most importaotup of well-preserved wooden artifacts

ever recovered from the ancient Near East.

Since 1981, the study and conservation of the Gore#iood has been carried out in the
Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, Ankara, by artamational team of more than forty
conservators, scientists, artists, and graduagenist directed by Dr. Elizabeth Simpson and
with Professor Krysia Spirydowicz as head conservdh order to conserve the wood, its
surface was first cleaned. In most cases, the wadthen consolidated under vacuum in a
solution of polyvinyl butyral (Butvar B-98), diss@ld in a mixture of solvents. After slow
drying, excess consolidant was removed from th&asey and final repairs were made. The
methods developed and refinedthg Gordion Furniture Project team are now considered

standard for the conservation of dry archaeologiaaid.

After conservation, the wood was quite strong amald be studied, drawn, photographed,
and put-on display. Now on exhibition in the MuseafmAnatolian Civilizations, Ankara,
are many small objects as well as four large pietdsirniture. The inlaid table and two
serving stands from Tumulus MM and the inlaid, dedi stool from Tumulus P have been
reassembled on Plexiglas. In 1997, new displayscasee made for these objects, designed
and constructed by MOB Mobilya DekorasyonSA.Ankara. Those objects have been
placed in safe storage in the Museum of Anatoliawviligations. These are housed in
custom-made steel storage cabinets made by Delsggm¥ Ltd., Topeka, Kansas, and
shipped to Ankara. The surface of the cabinetfishfed with a non-reactive coating. The
drawers are lined with a stable foam material,toutonform to the shape of the pieces and

covered with a moisture-permeable Gore-tex sheet.

A wood species analysis has identified the woodsl der the Gordion wooden artifacts,
which include boxwood, juniper, walnut, yew, andk,0as well as cedar and pine for the
Tumulus MM coffin. A wood pathology analysis (Degaent of Plant Pathology, University
of Minnesota) has revealed important new infornmatin the deterioration processes in

ancient wood.

An analysis of the textiles associated with the dBor furniture is being conducted at the

Museum Conservation Institute, Smithsonian Instityt Washington, D.C. Study of the
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tools and techniques used by the Phrygian cabiketreahas also made a significant
contribution. In one example, the Tumulus W platese yielded the earliest evidence for
the use of the lathe from a securely dated archgmall context. Comparative research has
situated the Gordion woodworkers within their widgrographical context, indicating that
several unusual techniques were actually commoatipea attested as far east as Siberia,
and as far west as Etruria. These scientific amthnieal studies, in combination with

stylistic analysis, have revolutionized the undarging of ancient woodworking.

Scientists have analysed the food and drink resiftuend in vessels from the Tumulus MM
burial. Based on the results, it was understoodadne that the furniture was used with the
bronze vessels, and to reconstruct the menu ditiggs funerary banquet. The guests at the
funeral ate a spicy stew containing legumes antddsaied lamb or goat, and drank a mixed
fermented beverage made of grape wine, barley baerhoney mead. The “Midas Feast”
was recreated at the University of Pennsylvaniaddosin 2000, with the mixed fermented

beverage made by Dogfish Head Brewery.

3.4. Factors Affecting the Property

3.4.1. Floods and Erosion

The first settlement in Gordion was built on thendlm in the floodplain of the Sakarya
River. Geographical research at Gordion has shbanthe Sakarya River buried much of
the Iron Age city in 3-5 m of silt, beginning dugimts occupation, and then later eroded
away major parts of it. The earliest major sediragon at the city is dated to the late Bronze
Age, when a widespread thin silt layer was laid apbn which the Iron Age city was built.
Buried and eroded parts of the site are now visdbl¢he river plain. Recent shift moved the
river from the middle of the valley, east of thetadiel Mound, to the west side of the

mound.

Another reason for erosion is diminished vegetatieer time. According to researches the
ratio of juniper, oak and pine decreased at theaérMiddle Phrygian Period. The decrease
in diversity in vegetation can be also attributedthe intensive animal husbandry in the
Roman period and after. Simultaneously, the deeréasthe quality of the wood was
determined by archaeological researches and iuwdsrstood that the trees were constantly
decreasing in this region. It has been observedthigaaccumulation of debris with erosion

has been continuous since the Iron Age.
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Fig. 3.2these three plans clarify the changes in the $aki@iver plain at Gordion. The first shows the Citade
and its environs during the Middle Phrygian Peridde second plan shows how significantly the sitmahad
changed by circa 1000 AD. Over the years 3 metésediment had been laid on the river plain. THfsa
driven by centurius of agriculturally related emsieventually forced the riverto shift to its cunrgosition on
the western side as seen in the third plan. (Im@gan Museum Gordion Project Archives)

In Gordion, since the 1990s archaeobotanist NaomMiller has been concerned with
vegetation improvement and archaeological preservain an increasingly large scale, a
project referred to as “The Ecopark.” This has Imgd planting vegetation closer to the
tourist attractions of the site and museum, espg@a a way to diminish erosion. One of
the focal points has been Tumulus MM, where erosias increased substantially. Even
though the mound itself was nearly bare, thererlglagas a seed bank waiting to sprout
amid the spiny shrubs, and it had an opportunitgrtaw once the perimeter of the mound
was fenced.

Rising water levels have also the potential of seuimpact upon the main citadel mound
(especially north-west part) and Kliepe (K 8) located at the east bank of the Sakdiyer
due to their proximity. But given the re-lining pérts of the Sakarya River, (and the results
of the observations of the water levels in previogars) the risk of a significant
flood/breach of the river bank in the future is siolered to be small. Flows/Water level in
the Sakarya River is inspected by the DirectordtState Water Works (Regional Office
No.3- Ankara) (a member of the Gordion Manageméan Eoordination and Audit Board).
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3.4.2. Fire

There is only a limited risk of fire on the Citaddbund, due to sparse vegetation cover.
There is, however, a greater risk of fire on thauli. For example, between the summers of
1998 and 1999, a carelessly discarded cigaretteedua large swath of the vegetation in the
northeast sector of Tumulus MM. In the currentatitn this risk/ prob. on the Tumulus
MM is managed through controlled grazing: a mixkxtk of 45 sheep and five goats is
allowed to graze on the mound for a week, therebgping the excess vegetative matter and

thus reducing the fire hazard.

3.4.3. Earthquake

Turkey is situated along several fault lines, whiehves the country susceptible to high
seismic activity. Although Gordion is not within active fault line, its dry-laid masonry
structures still remain vulnerable to ground movemén fact, the earthquake in 1999
(although based ifzmit approx. 300 km from Polatl) 150 had substdreffect on the ruins
incl. the East Gate (built ca.850 BC).

The citadel gate has gone through major restorabmisolidation work incl. stabilization of
the stones that were most severely damaged/cratk@t¥4 — 2019). At present, no
immediate action is required due to the apparent gtability of the structures within the
Citadel Mound, but monitoring of the dry-laid maspwalls, especially in the Citadel Gate

is required on an annual basis.

3.4.4. Agriculture and Irrigation
As mentioned in the above section, the most imporfactor affecting the conservation
status of the tumuli in the region is agricultuaativities. In addition, irrigation of the fields

with water brought from the Sakarya River harmsttimauli.

Gordion is located within a living landscape, atsddsurrounding encompasses a number of
lands uses and their varying priorities. Farminganticular plays a key role in the economy,
life and the contemporary landscape of the Nomths#¢1S. The majority of the farmland is

around the 1st and 3rd degree archaeological site.

In the Nominated WHS boundary (= 1st and 3rd degrekaeo. conservation ‘site’ = 984.72
ha.) there are strict controls to restrict farmiacfivities (incl. restriction on livestock
numbers, ploughing and fertilizer applications, .)etcSuch restrictions also apply to

individual tumuli which are designated separatedy caltural properties (Law N0.2863)
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outside the 1st and 3rd degree archaeological oeatgmn site especially concentrated in the

area north of the Yassihoyuk village.

While planning measures to prevent the negativectdfof agricultural activities on the
Management Area, it sould be taken into accourttftreners can continue to grow crops on
their lands and not be financially disadvantagedcokdingly, some preventive measures
were added to Action Plan such as encircling sonavidual tumuli and mounds with
fences, placing warning signs to avoid ploughimg] mnost importantly, improving the work

carried out the raise awareness.
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SECTION 4- VISITOR MANAGEMENT

4.1. Transportation

The district boasts a well-developed road netwartt & accessible by roads and railways.
The Polath is also a stop along the Ankara-Istgnhokara-Eskgehir, and Ankara-Konya
railway routes. There is an 87-km railway betweerkaa and Polatli, and a 168-km railway
between Ankara and Eskhir. In addition, Polatli is on the route of thé®&D-200 transit
highway. It is possible to reach Polatli, whicHasated on the Ankara-Eskihir highway,
from Ankara by public transport available every hoas well as high-speed train and

suburban train.

After reaching Polatli, the neighbourhood of Yaégilk, which lies at 18 km northwest, can
be reached from the Polath-Beypazari road. In tamdi a northwest turn from the

neighbourhood of Ugpinar junction on the Ankaraikathir direction takes you firstly to the

neighbourhood of Cekirdeksiz and then to Gordiorhathis more, the road that extends
along the Eskkhir-Ankara direction to the north from the distraf Beylikbprl junction

also takes visitors to Gordion.

However, regular vehicles are to be used for ackteise museum and archaeological site,
which is situated 18 km away from the district cenfThis situation makes it possible to
reach Gordion only by private vehicles or tour Isuda order to provide more efficient
transportation to Gordion, planning can be madedHerscheduling of buses to set off from
the high-speed train station and bus station indis&ict of Polath centre to Gordion at
certain times of the day, the placement of infoimeasignboards on Gordion at the said

stations, and the arrangement of a bicycle pathg¢@rea along the Phrygian road.

4.2. Accommodation

Visitors to Gordion usually come on a daily ba¥assihdyik and the surrounding villages
do not offer any accommodation opportunities. Thwtels in Polatli offer the closest
accommodation opportunities to Gordion. Considethey relationship of Gordion with its
surroundings and its landscape, the constructicangflarge-scale hotels here would harm

the integrity of the area. As a matter of fact, parg areas may be created in suitable places.
4.3. Visiting Route

When visitors arrive in Polatli, they can reach tiegghbourhood of Yassihdyik with a ride

of 18 km from the Gordion sign. The first area tieeyounter towards the end of the road is
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Gordion Museum and Tumulus MM on the opposite aite therefore, the first popular

attractions frequented by the visitors are Gordituseum and Tumulus MM.

Fig.4.1 Tumulus MM ansd Gordion Museum.

Most of the visitors stop by this Tumulus afterithesit to the museum. Visitors access the
burial chamber through a 70m tunnel starting fratmoductory panels. The tomb is partially
available to visitors, and there is a barred dédh@ entrance to the burial chamber. Visitors
are not allowed to enter the chamber through th due to preservation purposes.

Most of the time, the Tumuli in the surrounding earo not go beyond their perceived
position of landscaping elements for the visitonsl @ good connection between Tumulus
MM and the other Tumuli could not be establishedunh a manner as to be perceived well
by the visitors. In order to allow the landscaptegnity of the area and the Tumuli to be
better perceived by the visitors, a watchtower bsesvation terrace can be built at a

strategic point.

The Citadel Mound is located on the plain at theepotend of the neighbourhood of
Yassihoyik. Only some of the visitors are ableisit the mound due to the unavailability of
sufficient guiding signs on the road leading to Meund from the area where Gordion
Museum and Tumulus MM are located. It takes abd@i2%2 minutes by walk from the

museum. However, there is no walking route contgdibetween these two points.

The parking lot at the entrance of the site is mfadequate size for visitors to park their
buses and vehicles. The parking lot has a capat@pproximately 20 vehicles and features
information panels right in front. Information bdarare updated periodically. Visitors climb
to the mound through stone stairs extending torititeg and left sides and also encounter
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information panels here. The entire excavation &itd most of the Tumuli can be viewed

from the upper part of the mound.

For visitors reaching the area by car, there iglesignated parking area at the base of the
mound, although they can park their vehicles inarea extending at the base of the mound
towards the gate complex of the Citadel Mound. atahitectural elements unearthed in the
archaeological excavations in the mound and theuvimmtal Entrance Gate can be viewed

on foot by following 10 descriptive plates in Twskiand English.

The visit to the Citadel Mound is free and the sié® be visited at every hour of the day.
Since the site can be visited free of charge, fitolspossible to determine the exact number
of visitors touring the mound. However, visitorg gyuided by the museum staff on how to

reach the mound.

Although a touring route was structured with signsund the mound, it didn’t qualify as an
adequate touring route for the visitors. The sohtiof these problems required the
redefinition of the touring route, the placementetcriptive signs, and the allocation of an

additional guide.

The team from the University of Pennsylvania hasaaly started these actions, resulting in
the design of a new touring route, an additionaldgu descriptive signs, and shading
structures. In this context, the old, rusted banbed fences that surrounded the area in 2014
were replaced with a system composed of new galedrpipes and cables. New stone stairs
were set up and the road was levelled to faciliatking during a visit to the mound and to
prevent the falling hazard for visitors. 11 newrglal information signs have been placed
around the touring route along the edge of the regaavation site in the Citadel Mound to
allow visitors to learn about all phases of Gordsmitlements. The area surrounding the

mound does not offer restrooms or any similar fied.
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TERAS BINALARI
TERRACE BUILDINGS

7y

Fig. 4.2Plan of the Gordion Visitor's Curcuit. The inforrmat stations are marked in red. (Image: Penn Museum
Gordion Project Archives)

/N
/

\

The cleaning of the area and collection of garlzgecarried out with contributions from the

Municipality of Polatl.

Polath Centre for Promotion of Historical Sitesigas free guides to all groups who wish to
visit Gordion Museum and Tumulus MM. The site vis#rried out in coordination with the

Polatli Centre for Promotion of Historical Sitesartss with the Citadel Mound and the
visitors are taken into the museum after being iplex\ with information on the site in front

of the respective signs. Finally, the visit is doded with the burial chamber in Tumulus
MM.

4.4. Exhibition
The first village museum, Gordion Museum, was oplénehe village of Yassihéyiik on 20

November 1966 for the exhibition of the artifacteearthed in and around Gordion and this
museum reached its present form through the additfi@ second hall later in the year 1999.
With Tumulus MM and the ancient city of Gordion,etimuseum offers its visitors a

magnificent sight that reflects the Phrygian wanl@ll aspects.
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Fig.4.3 Gordion Museum exhibition hall. (Image: Penn MuseBordion Project Archives)

Gordion Museum primarily displays artifacts frometlearly Bronze Age, followed by
artifacts belonging to the Early Phrygian Periotljch ended with King Midas. These works
on exhibition include hand-made pottery from thelfeiron Age and iron tools and textile
production tools from the Early Phrygian Age. I tlecently added exhibition hall of the
museum, a typical structure belonging to the tfedestruction is exhibited in a panoramic
showcase. The rest of the new exhibition hall exhiimnported old Greek pottery from the
6™ Century B.C. to %4 Century A.D. and materials from the Hellenisticld®oman Periods.
In the last section, there are samples of sealscair found in Gordion on display. In
addition, the open-air exhibition areas and gankem of the museum are home to an Early
Phrygian Mosaic unearthed in Megaron 2, a Romanainogansported there from the
village of Kayabal, a Galatian Tomb excavated from Tumulus O, abdtanical garden of

endemic plants.

The museum, established on an area of approxima®0y000 rf features warehouses, a
laboratory, a viewing and information hall, and dndr and indoor exhibition halls, all
added in the year 1990. Gordion Museum made hedfihals in the European Museum of
the Year competition in the year 2000.

The comprehensive restoration, exhibition arranggmand archaeological landscaping
work completed on 14.12.2014 resulted in the conSbn of an entrance unit
accommodating a cafeteria, a Branch of the PosfTatehraph Corporation, a sales unit, a
restroom, masjid, a more sizeable warehouse, dangalét, a Museum ticket sales office,
and a security room. The table showing the numbeisiors to Gordion Museum between
2016 and 2020 is given below:
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Number of Visitors to Gordion Museum

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
January 1.052 565 1.167 1.006 994
February 1.010 888 1.440 1.461 1.153
March 1.439 1.710 812 3.028 1.088
April 3.300 4.569 10.120 6.893 -
May 6.179 6.045 7.664 5.005 -
June 3.069 1.644 2.443 3.059 838
July 1.856 2.019 2.375 2.018 1.477
August 1.929 2.615 3.029 2.365 2.063
September 2.130 2.301 2.091 1.594 1.243
October 3.405 3.208 6.570 4.776 1.751
November 1.942 2.256 2.644 3.822
December 772 1.558 1.287 941
Total 28.083 29.378 41.642 35.968

The numerical data above are not complementedamyhdetailed data on such statistics as

the countries of origin, age, sex, travel routegoatmodation, and level of satisfaction of
visitors.

Among the finds unearthed in Gordion, a significpottion of high-quality ceramic and
bronze artifacts are exhibited in Ankara MuseunAieétolian Civilisations, as well as 4 very

valuable pieces of large wooden furniture that mpayhaps attract the highest level of
attention from visitors.
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Fig.4.4Wooden furniture from Gordion in Ankara Anatoli&@ivilizations Museum.

Fig.4.5Bronze jars from Gordion in Ankara Anatolian Civiltions Museum.

Some of the artifacts from Tumuli T32, T33, T37 ar@B excavated by the Kérte Brothers
in the 1900s are kept at the Istanbul Director&tarohaeology Museums, while others are

in Berlin Museum.

4.5. Other Tourist Destinations in the Surroundings

Gordion and its surroundings represent an areahtgtvitnessed important historical events
in the establishment of the modern Republic of &yrlOn a hill on the outskirts of the town
rises the imposing and imaginatively designed Mosninof Sakarya Martyrs and Victory,
which commemorates the Sakarya War and the Tusddkliers (most of whom are buried in
the town) who gave their lives here in 1921. ClageGordion, another interesting area
commemorating the same war is the Dua Hill MartywEmorial. The hill is one of the
locations where the war raged in the most intenaan@r. This War constitutes the major
military struggle of the Turkish army under the coand of Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk and

Fevzi Cakmak during the Turkish War of Independerite traces of the war spread over a
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wide area around and beyond Gordion. These stegtare also complemented by the
"Headquarters Museum" in the village of Alagoz da6azi Hill Memorial” in the village of

Inler.

Those who come to visit these monuments should itextdd to Gordion in order to
understand the Battle of Sakarya and the frontswtitaessed the war, and a more concrete

description should be offered with respect to thetial connections in historical events.

At the same time, Gordion is located on the Phrygiay route. The Phrygian Way is a
bicycle and walking path that was created and nahnkédine with the hiking trails following
the ancient walking routes and the way offers alemof opportunities for the visitors to
view Phrygian artifacts in the region surrounded Wy provinces of Ankara,

Afyonkarahisar, Eskehir, and Kiitahya, where Phrygians ruled in andiemts.

The way of 506 km in length features Gordion as ainthe stages of the walking path and
joins the road to the Phrygian Valleys at Yazilkain addition to the main tracks of the

road, there are connection roads and alternativiesdhat connect the tracks to each other.

The Phrygian Way Project is supported by the Asdimi for Development and Protection
of Phrygian Cultural Heritage (FRIGKUM), which wastablished under the coordination of
regional governorates. In addition, the Culture tesuSociety is an important non-

governmental organisation with activities on tlsisue.

However, despite all these, a visitor touring atb@ordion cannot find a sufficient number
of introductory materials to indicate the positiohthis site as a stage along the Phrygian
Way. Signage and direction signs on the route todi®o are observed to be either not
sufficient or non-existent. The site does not featu safe bicycle path, either. Nevertheless,
Gordion, situated along the Phrygian Way, shouldabemportant destination for visitors.
Relevant actions to be undertaken for specificrgeanents along the track of the Phrygian

Way will contribute to the goal of attracting vimis to Gordion and improving its promotion.

Although Gordion was the capital of the Phrygiawil&ation and witnessed the Pitched
Battles of Sakarya along with its immediate surdngs, it has not attained its much-
deserved position in terms of tourism. Tourism $thdne considered as an important factor
that contributes to the economy of the local peapié of the region. In this context, there is
a need for policies that will increase the toucigbiotential in the region and generate

alternative economic activities for local peoplgpecially for young people.
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Addressing tourism in Gordion as an element th#itasntribute to economic development
and improving the area on grounds of such posdlsa depend on efforts to secure a proper

perception for Gordion and its surroundings andg@nethe site to the audience accordingly.
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SECTION 5- EDUCATION AND PROMOTION ACTIVITIES

5.1. Education Activities
Since 2014, the Cultural Heritage Education ProgneanfCHEP) has been carried out under

the presidency of Ay Glrsan-Salzmann, the Deputy Head of Excavatioried Gordion
Archaeology Project, with contributions from Ankaéuseum of Anatolian Civilisations

and with the assistance of the palaeobotanist N&oiiller of the Penn Museum.

In 2014 and 2015, the programme focused on edgcsatirdents on cultural heritage, while
in 2016, the focus was on the teachers and admatoss working in secondary schools
around Gordion. The education programme was basekdeomain lines of the artifacts from
the Phrygian civilisation displayed in Gordion Museand the contributions of the museum
to tourism in Ankara and Polatl.

In 2017, the goal was to evaluate the effectivernéshe programmes implemented in the
three years following the start of the project amdormulate strategic plans for the future.
During the 2017 season, three workshops were hihd 20 teachers from the region and
officials from the administrative organisation b&tMunicipality of Polatli, the political and

educational centre of the region. The workshopsevedso attended by the deputy mayor,
regional public officials involved in education aodlture, the President of Polatli Chamber

of Commerce, and members of various civil assamiati

Fig.5.The participants in the Cultural Heritage Educatitmogram (CHEP) in front of the socalled “Tomb of
Solon” at Kiimbet, in the Phrygian Highlands. (Imagenn Museum Gordion Project Archives)
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The aim of the series of workshops was to partridr the relevant authorities to preserve
Gordion and its cultural landscape through prograsifor students, teachers, and the
general public. Among the topics discussed wer@Boualtural activities for local people at
Gordion Museum; educational programmes for loaadents to guide tourists in and around
Gordion; and how the promotion of the archaeoldgita might be linked to the promotion

of local agricultural products and women's handisra

Generally speaking, the Cultural Heritage EducaRoogramme (CHEP) aims to transform
local people into more active interest groups imte of efforts to preserve the cultural
heritage of the region. With the Gordion Archaeataf Project, a unanimous agreement
was reached on the establishment of a partnersagedo on cooperation and mutual

interaction between the municipal and civil ingg&iin Polatli.

There was general consensus that the Cultural ageriEducation Programme (CHEP)
should be included in the regional high schoolicutum. The project team, in partnership
with the members of the Gordion Archaeological &bjand the Municipality of Polatli,

also plans to present an official proposal to thieistry of National Education to integrate

the programme into the secondary school curriculum.

Apart from the Cultural Heritage Education Prograan(@HEP), educational activities for
Gordion and its surroundings were also carriedlmaiugh initiatives of the "World Heritage
Travelers Association" and "Association of Polatistorical and Cultural Studies"”, and the

efforts that had begun in 2013 gained momentunn aG&7.

2017 was marked by the establishment of the Woedtaje Gordion platform gathering
together Ankara Branch of the Women's Council ofk&y, Soroptimist Clubs of Ankara,

Volunteers of Polatli, and Polatli Association afrBaucrats and Businessmen.

Training for trainers was organized by Ulkii Atabélye President of the World Heritage
Travelers Association, within the Polatli Municijglon 24" — 25" November 2018, and the

participants, represented mostly by teachers, giengted certificates in the end.

Training activities also include courses on harafisr For the development of handicrafts
unique to Gordion, courses were launched in Pdiddinicipality Centre for Promotion of

Historical Sites and Association of Polath Histali and Cultural Research and Public
Education Centre, where participants created & latgmber of handicrafts during ceramics,

weaving, and mould making courses.
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As an addition, the following table offers the nwenbof participants in the training

programmes implemented during the excavation by Gleedion Archaeological Project

Excavation Team, Municipality of Polath, and PblaDistrict Directorate of National

Education.

Teachers - Adults Students TOTAL
Training Venue |57 >678 | 2018-2019] 20102020  2017-2018  2018-2019019-2020
POLATLI 40 45 15 500 869 200 1669
ANKARA 30 165 20 800 348 115 1478
EXCAVATION
il 15 10 25 15 65
TOTAL 85 220 35 1325 1232 315 3212

The training programme employed the on-site namatiethod, taking adults or students for
a tour of the ancient city of Gordion by publicrtsportation vehicles allocated by the

Municipality of Polatl as far as such possibiltgs allowed by the means available.

The adults trained through this process volunteéseduture efforts, which both improved
the efficiency of the training and paved the way dovariety of further efforts in terms of
productivity. Such efficiency was secured througteliminary cooperation with field
teachers on certain matters in advance to sectire atudent participation in presentation
sessions. The “Patrimonito” cartoon by UNESCO whass feature that attracted the most
attention from the students. After the deliverytlod training programme, fourth graders of
elementary schools were observed to show the Hidéesl of interest in the programme.
For the purpose of future planning for trainingidtes, there is a perceived utility in
specifically choosing fourth graders as the tasgetience and shaping their training around

cartoons or comics on Phrygian Legends.

5.2. Promotion of the Site / Cultural and SportiveActivities
Numerous documentaries have been produced to peofotdion, including Gordion’s

Knot-Pitched Battle of Sakarya, Gordion: A Placd.efiends, and Gordion: The Mysterious
Civilisation of the Phrygians. THaternational King Midas Theatre Days were held with
the participation of the Ministry of Culture and dresm, Municipality of Polatli, Eurasian
Union of Theatres, Union of Theatres of Turkey, d&g Union of Theatres, Black Sea
Union of Theatres, and Association of Playwrightsl dranslators (OYCED), as well as a
large number of non-governmental organisations odhicipal theatre companies from

Turkey and abroad.
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The Polatll Centre for Promotion of Historical Sitevhich was established within the Polatli
Municipality in 2014, organises continuous trainiagtivities to promote the historical
richness of the region, including that of Gordias,well as to preserve the cultural heritage

and raise awareness thereon.

The Gordion Half Marathon, which was first organize 2018 as a product of the initiatives
put forth by the Municipality of Polatli, represenan important sporting event. The
marathon managed to be featured in the calendartanaed by the Athletic Federation of
Turkey and to attain the position of a traditioaaént in the same year. The marathon could
not be held in the year 2020, a period characrsethe pandemic affecting the entire
world and is planned to be resumed in 2021. Theidfpality of Polatli spent 800,000 TL in
2018 and 900,000 TL in 2019 for the Gordion Halfrsthon. The estimated budget for 2021
is 1000,000 TL.

The area accommodating the settlement in the Gordibe can be grasped more
conveniently when viewed from the air as can beched in the short youtube video

prepared by Lucas Stephens, a graduate studeanatUiversity
(https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=eA ITWwkDNCc)

For this reason, the Municipality of Polath haariahed weekly tours with hot air balloons
tours that will circulate above Gordion and the Tlimn its surroundings in order to
introduce the archaeological site to local resisleahd visitors to the region. This
organisation is lined with the establishment of Bteygian Way, a walking and cycling

path.

Another important event contributing to the intdioi@al promotion of Gordion was the
exhibition titled “The Golden Age of King Midas”. hE exhibition prepared by the
Directorate-General of Cultural Heritage and Mussumder the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism of the Republic of Turkey and the MuseumAothaeology and Anthropology of
the University of Pennsylvania, was opened ofBé&bruary 2016. Considered to represent a
potential to contribute to the promotion of Turkieygeneral, this exhibition featured 123
artifacts selected from Istanbul Archaeological Blss, Antalya Museum, and Ankara
Museum of Anatolian Civilisations. Among the artifa were various objects such as
jewellery, spearheads, fragments of human figuaesl the Tyrant's head found in the
Gordion excavation, and the said exhibition alsostituted an archaeological documentary
depicting the Phrygian Region under the rule ofgKMidas. The exhibition stayed open
until 27" November 2016.
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SECTION 6- RURAL LIFE

6.1. Ethnoarchaeology

In 1995 Dr. Age Girsan-Salzmann initiated the Gordion Ethnoaxlbgg Project as a
component of the Gordion Excavations, with the ainexplaining/interpreting the distant
past by drawing analogies/comparisons with liviogxmunities. She selected as her primary
focus the contemporary village of Yassihoyuk, anel expanded the field study to include
the larger region in the Sakarya-Porsuk river yalleencompassing 14 villages within a

distance of 18-40 km from Yassihoyuk.

At the core of ethnoarchaeology is ethnographicentzion of contemporary cultures,
which can provide rich information regarding maedulture (attributes and use of artifacts)
as well as their sociocultural context. This isctalfor understanding past human behavior,
which is largely missing from the archaeologicalarel. While it would be wrong to assume
one-to-one comparisons between the distant pasthangresent, ethnographic analogies can
nevertheless provide suggestive examples to exghairpast for further testing against the

archaeological data.

Using traditional ethnographic methods of partinipabservation and interviewing, Dr.
Gursan-Salzmann collected four types of ethnogragata related to changing strategies of
traditional lifestyles practiced from the pre-1950s the present. Specifically, she
concentrated on the transition from a strong pakteconomy and non-mechanized
agriculture, with oxen and plough, to intensivegation agriculture; traditional household
tools and their past and present uses; food prégarand discard patterns; and vernacular

versus modern architectural styles as they refleahging household organization.

One example of analogical reasoning from Dr. Gi#Salamann’'s work deals with the
Phrygian pastoral economy of Gordion. Large numbémrchaeological artifacts related to
pastoral economy have been retrieved in Phrygiarkshops (e.g., weaving tools, spindle
whorls, and loom weights). To what extent and undbat conditions could a pastoral
economy exist, flourish, and finally decline? Smweistigated ethnographic conditions

relevant to these questions on a regional level.
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Fig.6. Local people (Image: Penn Museum Gordion Projechikes)

Until the 1950s, pastoralism was the main compooétite mixed economy in the region; it

subsequently declined by 50%, yielding to intensiteat agriculture. Two approaches were
used to understand the change: 1) land-use suovdgdument old pastoral sites (50 years
and earlier), focusing on their size and locatinnboth upland areas and plains, and 2)

interviewing old shepherds to understand theirqgrakstrategies in the past.

Fig. 6.1A shepherd and flock, (Image: Penn Museum Gor#iaject Archives)

Study of the changing pastoral economy during gwemt past revealed a complex set of
interconnected factors, environmentally determinadd culturally selected by the
community of modern pastoralists. While it is neagible to make direct analogies between

the pastoral economy of the recent past and thaf080 years earlier, in this case study she
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has used a set of interrelated economic princigteanalogy between modern and ancient
Gordion.

Assuming that archaeological artifacts are resichfeBuman behaviour, the ethnographic
model would suggest a broad socio-economic comtedthousehold-based organization for
interpretation of the excavated artifacts. Her iinfation collection focused on traditional
subsistence methods as well as changing agricldinthpastoral strategies, from oxen-and-
plough to highly efficient harvester-combine maenmin These day-to-day activities reflect

the social fabric of the village community.

6.2. Socio-Economic Structure
With the Law No. 6360 on the "Establishment of Mewlitan Municipalities and Twenty-

Six Districts in Thirteen Provinces and Making Arderents to Certain Laws and Decree
Laws", town municipalities were closed down and everganised into neighbourhoods
under their respective districts and the statusiltdges was changed and they were also
turned into neighbourhoods. The villages of Beyiky Cekirdeksiz, Kiranharmani, Sazilar,
andSabanozi, and especially the village of Yassihoyidacterised by a wide distribution
of the Tumuli in the ancient city of Gordion andetmecropolis, were redesignated as

neighbourhoods within the scope of the provisidithe above-mentioned Law.

The population of the district of YassihOyuk, wh#re ancient city of Gordion is located, is
214 according to 2019 data. In the censuses coedluct1990, 1997, 2000, and 2009, the
population of the neighbourhood of Yassihdyik isorded as 398, 396, 321, and 302,
respectively. The population data for 2019 indisaesignificant decrease in the population

of the neighbourhood.

The two main characteristics that determine théasstructure in the district of Polath are
its agrarian economy and the traditional societatienstanding based on blood ties.
Recently, there has been a transformation frontréditional agrarian society to an urban
life dominated by multi-faceted relations. The it centre (Polath) has achieved a
cosmopolitan urban life represented by individdedsn various parts of the country. There
is a difference between rural areas and the distestre in terms of social mobility. While
social mobility in the villages consists of basicigl events such as weddings, funerals, and
S0 on, the district centre is characterised morarbgn social relations. There, the public are
organised around various professions and purpddes.city offers various opportunities
with cinemas, theatres, conferences, panels, spotigities, banquets, and similar social
activities. The district is located on the E-90Mvigy and is in close proximity to the capital,

Ankara, which is also influential on the sociaklifBusiness and working life are based
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primarily on agricultural activities, followed bydustry, civil service, craftsmanship, and

tradesmanship in that order.

The education level of the people in the distrittPolatli centre is above the country
average. The district is also advanced in termshef number and variety of available
schools. However, Yassihoyik is at a more develdgesl with respect to the literacy rate
and number of university graduates compared tcstineunding settlements. The majority
of Yassihoyuk residents migrate to the districtlseient to spend their educational years
due to the proximity of the neighbourhood to thstrittt of Polatli. There is an elementary
school with three classrooms in the Yassihoytk. ddteol building of reinforced concrete

is situated on an area of 5 decares.

The neighbourhood of Yassihoylk is serviced by Negdik District Health Centre

affiliated with the Ministry of Health. The singierey health centre, which was put into
service in 1988, is situated on an area of 400Timére is also a gendarmerie station in the
locality. There are military areas on the otheesifithe Sakarya River, located on the road

that connects the neighbourhood of Yassihdyik thithEsksehir road.

Agriculture occupies an important place among thieegal economic incomes of the district
of Polatli. The development of urban economic @y and consequently of the industry
and services sector in the centre started witlcdimstruction of the Ankara-Istanbul railway
in 1892 passing through Polatli. The economy ofaffols largely based on gradually
decreasing agriculture and animal husbandry aigsyibs well as industrial activities, trade,

civil service, and menial labour.

In the Yassihoyuk, the economy is based on aguiiland animal husbandry; however,
livestock here has lost strength in recent yearigaked agriculture has gained importance
with the water supplied from the Sakarya River tedanear the settlement. Wheat is the
prominent crop in the technologically assisted agdtiiral activities of the neighbourhood.

Average wheat production reaches 4,000 tons/ye&;@d0—-10,000 decares annually. Sugar
beet production, which ranks second after wheatualture, is at an average of 10,000—
12,000 tons/year per year on 2,000-2,500 decaresaliy. Dried onion cultivation is

undertaken on 1,500-2,000 hectares per year, witluption averaging at 7,000-10,000
tons/year, and melon-watermelon cultivation occaidigd00-1,500 hectares annually with
production averaging at 4,000-6,000 tons/yeardtiitan, fresh vegetables (especially long
green peppers and table tomatoes) are grown inl diekls in the neighbourhood of

Yassihoyuk.
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In Yassihdylik, animal husbandry is most notablyu$ed on dairying. Accordingly, the
neighbourhood features a sanitary milk collectiankt This activity is followed by sheep
kept for breeding (there are about 1,000 merinepha the neighbourhood). Moreover,

there are two meat and poultry plants accommod&tidg@0 heads each in the village.

Some of the people of the neighbourhood work asewalgourer for the archaeological
excavations in the region during the summer seaBbeare are also seasonal workers who
migrate to the village frorSanliurfa and its surroundings during the summer thgrThese

workers are employed seasonally in agriculturadidan

6.3. Rural Architecture

6.3.1. Neighbourhood of Yassihoyuk

There are approximately 80 households in the distfi Yassihdyuk, and most of the houses
are single-storey mudbrick buildings with courtyarth addition to this, there are also two-
storey houses (about 10) built after the 1920shim settlement. Every building group
features functional sections such as warehousess,band pens. There is also a residential
building that remains idle or used as a warehoulise. houses are roofed mostly with a
hipped roof constructed with French tiles. The hba@urhood of Yassihdyik has remained
in its current location since the 1920s. It wasvjmnesly located on the banks of the Sakarya

River but moved to its current location due to ¢krerflow of the river waters.

- e
“'Qﬂ'm e —-‘...;.,,,,»;

’ﬂ‘—lm m
____"______....__.

A (-"\\

Fig.6.2 Yassihoyuk. (Image: Penn Museum Gordion Projechi&es)
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Some parts of the settlement in the neighbourhdodassihdyiik lie within T Degree and

3 Degree Archaeological Sites. In addition to peaipbwned building groups, there is an
old and a new mosque, two old, currently idle sthamhealth centre, a fountain, old coffee
houses, a gendarmerie station, a mukhtar’s ofiggpcery store, a museum, and a cafeteria

in the village.

The Site Conservation Management Plan Project fimdi@n and its environs, which was
initiated in partnership with the University of Peylvania Museum of Archaeology and
Anthropology (Penn Museum) and Ankara Middle Easthiical University Faculty of
Architecture and implemented with the subsequerdliement of TUBITAK, provided for

the examination and documentation of the buildirgugs in the villages.

Although new construction is not common in the hbigurhood of Yassihoyuk, the
examples of new buildings seen especially on thi mwad are of apartment buildings of
reinforced concrete and are in contradiction wité tural architecture of the settlement in
terms of both mass ratios and floor heights, a$ agethe use of materials and colours. These
buildings are constructed in 2 floors above higbugd floors, which are mostly employed

as garages for tractors.

6.3.2. Other Settlements
The surroundings of the site are home to the neigiiimods of Cekirdeksiz, Kiranharmani,
and Sazilar and the more remote neighbourhoofalmdn6zi and Beylikkoprd, all of which

also feature parts of the distribution of Tumuili.

The neighbourhood of Cekirdeksizwas founded by Balkan immigrants at the foot of Dua
Hill at the end of the ®Century and is striking with its natural beautheTbuilding groups
here are constructed of mud brick and positiongamcally on the land. Local people take
pride in the fact that the monument built to comroeate the Battle of Sakarya is situated in
the vicinity of to the village. The neighbourhoafures the public spaces and structures of

a mukhtar’s office, a mosque, fountains, an oldsthand a cemetery.

The neighbourhood of Kiranharmani is located on a flat land on the east bank of the
Porsuk Stream, northwest of Yassihoyuk. It waslanhgifounded by Balkan immigrants in
the late 19 Century. Building groups are constructed of mutigrivhile the layout plan is
arranged in a grid system and boasts a plannectteuunlike the other settlements. Local
architecture employs the masonry system. Althougtv muildings are observed in the
northeast of the settlement, the said buildingggareerally not dominant. There is a mosque,

a fountain, and cemeteries in the neighbourhood.
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The neighbourhood of Sazilar witnessed the first settlement before the 1840&rdlare

double-storey mudbrick houses close to the certsewell as single-storey mudbrick
building groups, as in other settlements. Ther@ msukhtar’s office, an old general store, a
mosque, a fountain, a cemetery, and a tomb. Urhlkeother neighbourhoods, there are
examples of civil buildings reflecting a more adead architectural technique in this
settlement. Factors such as the use of stone als asemudbrick materials and the
architecture becoming more ornamental distingunghresidential architecture from that in

the other settlements.

Theneighbourhood ofSabandéziis a village established in the Ottoman Periodh@énorth

of Yassihoyuk, on the mountain slopes. There acestwrey mudbrick buildings as well as
double-covered mudbrick houses in the neighbourhddds neighbourhood similarly
feature a mosque, old and new schools, an oldqffise, general stores, a coffee house, a

cemetery, and a tomb.

The neighbourhood of Beylikkdpri is a settlement in the south of Yassihéyik nedh¢o
train station and a stop along the route of thehBagd-Istanbul railway. It was established in
the Ottoman Period. In addition to double-storeydbrick houses, there are large-scale
warehouses and single-storey mudbrick building gsoun the neighbourhood. There is a
mosque, a coffee shop, a general store, a new lschod old cooperatives in the

neighbourhood.
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SECTION 7- CURRENT MANAGEMENT OF THE SITE

7.1. Legal Status
A management system should be established spdlgifioaa cultural heritage site with due

consideration for a series of management paramefeich include the existing (national,
regional, and local) legal and political framewotkge institutional framework and the
resources allocated for the management of theasteyell as the stakeholders of relevance

for the site and their interests.

The legal framework applicable to Gordion and iteaundings determines the status of the
site as a cultural heritage and prescribes ther@ifor its preservation and conservation. At
the same time, the legislation authorises the aglevndividuals and institutions for the
preservation and management of the site. The Law2R63 on the Protection of Cultural
and Natural Properties is the fundamental law cavicg the protection of cultural and
natural heritage in Turkey. The law in questionirtes the movable and immovable cultural
and natural properties and prescribes the proceduaetivities, responsibilities, and

responsible institutions for the management.

The High Council for the Protection of Cultural aNdtural Properties formulated the legal
preservation system and conditions of preservaiiwhuse for archaeological sites through
its Resolution dated 05.11.1999 and Np. 658. Arcloagcal sites are safeguarded with legal
protection in line with a grading system. Accordinghis system, archaeological sites to be
protected are divided into degrees as first-, se#¢oand third-degree archaeological sites,
with the first entailing the highest degree of pation. Accordingly, the®t and ¥-Degree
Archaeological Site of Gordion was designated ey diecision dated 06.02.1990 and No.
1096 of Ankara Regional Council for Conservatiorit@al Properties to include the Citadel
Mound, Lower and Outer Town, Kiepe, Kicikhdyik and 73 Tumuli notably including
Tumulus MM. Moreover, the Tumuli situated withiretboundaries of the neighbourhood of
Yassihoyiik and the villages of Beylikkoprii, Cekkslie, Kiranharmani, Omerler, Sazilar,
andSabandzu in the district of Polatli, but outside dii@erementioned boundaries of the site
were registered as “immovable cultural asset updetection” through the decisions dated
06.02.1990 and No. 1096 and dated 10.06.2015 an@®6 of Ankara Regional Council
for Conservation Cultural Properties in line witletResolution dated 05.11.1999 and No.

658 of the High Council for the Conservation of @Qtdl Properties.
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No construction is allowed within the first-degraechaeological site. These areas are
designated as protected sites in the master pgim&xcavations may be carried out except
for excavations undertaken for scientific purposElese sites cannot be employed for
agricultural activities or afforestation and onlyetexisting trees may be used for the
harvesting of crops. Any infrastructure constructio be undertaken by public or private

bodies as a matter of necessity may only be caoigdupon the approval of the relevant
Regional Council for the Conservation of Culturabgerties on the basis of scientific

reports secured from the relevant museum direea@ad, if any, the head of the excavation.
The construction of such units as touring routgsiases, open car parks, restrooms, ticket
offices, and security buildings is possible withe thermission of the relevant Regional

Conservation Council.

Within the third-degree site, new buildings andstauction activities are allowed, provided
that approval be secured from the relevant RegiGoakervation Council and that a balance
be established between protection and construcfidre definition of the terms and
conditions for construction in these regions shoeitdsure compliance therewith in the
current and proposed densities and functions, dsaweonstruction materials to be used and
techniques to be applied. Before any constructimjept is granted permission in these
areas, experts from the relevant museum directaatey out a drilling excavation and if
such excavation results in the unearthing of aucalltproperty, the results of such drilling
are compiled with the opinions of the head of tkeagation, if any, and submitted to the
Regional Council by the museum directorate. Thestantion may be launched upon the

favourable decision of the Council with due consitien for these inputs.

In both categories of sites, consolidation (untfma and separation (allotment) are possible
provided that permission is obtained from the rat#wRegional Conservation Council so as
not to affect the nature of cultural property. Non®, soil, or sand, etc. may be collected
from the site. The area may not be employed forcthestruction of pits for the mining of

lime, stone, brick, marble, sand, or mineral, ator, for the dumping of soil, slag, garbage,

industrial waste, or similar materials.

7.2. Current Physical Plans

7.2.1. 1/100.000 Scale Ankara Environmental Plan

Polatli is the richest district of Ankara in terofsfertile agricultural lands, and the industrial
sector has also developed in the district locatedhe Ankara-Eskehir Highway. Ankara
Environmental Plan, prepared based on the 203&giiop year by Ankara Metropolitan

Municipality aims to develop in a controlled mannebanization and industrialization
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which experience parallel development with rapiovgh in urban population; to harmonize
the developments with livable environment withoagatively affecting the sustainable and
ecological balance, to protect and utilize thedmisal, cultural and natural values by taking
into consideration the delicate balance, to growa planned manner in accordance with the

development objectives defined for country in afiters.

It is predicted that the population of Polath Bt will increase from 121.858 to 190.406 in
2038. Since it was determined that the existingmea areas are at a sufficient level for the
projection population and enough housing areas abogated in the development plans,
development housing areas were not created fortlPolgh the environmental plan. The
area where Yassihoyuk Neighbourhood is locatecbbaa shown as a rural settlement area
within the plan and it has been stated that thecugiol development plans are valid for the
planned rural settlement areas. In addition, it gtated that rural settlements have important
potentials in terms of agricultural production asliwas tourism. In this context, it was
planned that alternative tourism (balloon touristm)torical and cultural tourism will be

developed in the region and the area will be prteseas archaeological excursion area.

In parallel, the "Feasibility Study for Gordion A@eological Park Site Management” was
carried out by the District Governorate of Polélistrict Directorate of National Education)
in partnership with Mersin University and the Musewf Anatolian Civilisations and
supported directly by Ankara Development Agencyhinitthe scope of the 2015 Activity

Support Programme.

Since the scale of the Environmental Plan is qgusieall, the conservation sites are
schematically marked on the plan. It is stated thatprovisions of the relevant Laws are
valid for the conservation sites in the plan prionis. In this context, the decisions taken by
the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and by the HighCouncil for the Conservation of

Cultural Properties affiliated to the Ministry, fthe protected sites and cultural properties
that are within the management area and also tiséinexconservation plans were deemed

valid.

The area surrounding the components of the properdythe buffer zone was determined as
agricultural land and plain. With the Environmenflan, it has been stipulated that
agricultural areas will be protected in line witletLaw No. 5403 on “Soil Conservation and
Land Use” and the relevant legislation. In addititre Polatl Plain, where the property is
located, was designated as “Great Plain” in acca@avith Article 14 of the Law No0.5403

titted as "Determination and Protection of Greaifd with High Agricultural Potential"

with the decision of the Ankara Soil Protection Bban 05.08.2016 and numbered 2016/7.
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In line with the relevant article, the agricultutahds in the great plains cannot be used for

any other purpose.

In this context, based on the plans decision thesewation of protected sites and cultural
assets is essential, and implementation can be miadtthén the scope of the current
conservation legislation. In addition, strict plamg decisions have been developed for the

protection of agricultural lands around the propert

7.2.2. 1/5000 scaled Yassihoyuk Master Plan and Qf® scaled Gordion Conservation
Master Plan -1/1000 scaled Yassihoyuk Devpinent Plan and 1/1000 scaled
Gordion Conservation Plan

1/5000 scaled Yassihoyuk Master Plan and 1/5006d¢ordion Conservation Master Plan
were prepared together in order to evaluate thesaguk Neighbourhood and the

conservation sites in its vicinity as a whole.

1/5000 scaled Yassihoyuk Master Plan includes aveéas the buffer zone but outside the
3rd Degree Archaeological Site; 1/5000 scaled Gordionservation Master Plan includes
the 3rd Degree Archaeological Site within the bu#fene and the 1st Degree Archaeological

Site, which is the part of the nominated propentyhe south of the settlement.

1/1000 scaled Yassihodyuk Development Plan was prdgan the basis of the 1/5000 scaled
Master Plan. 1/1000 scaled Gordion Conservatiom Plas been prepared for the area
comprising the 3rd degree archaeological site dred gart defined as “the area to be

landscaped” within the 1/5000 scaled conservatiaster plan.

General usage of land plots, population densitfebonusing areas be developed; urban,
social and technical infrastructure areas, tranapon system are shown in 1/5.000 scaled
plans. In 1/1.000 scaled plans, decisions regarclimgtruction and implementation such as
building blocks, usage, building heights, flooraratios etc. were shown in accordance with

the plan hierarchy

The main aim of the plans are to protect the caltualues located within the planning area,
to ensure the development of the area by consigl¢hie balance between conservation and
use, to transform the planning area into a respkxtéving place by ensuring the social,

economic and physical development of the area.

Within the scope of the Conservation Legislatione tmaintenance and repair of the
buildings except registered ones and no new caiging within the 1st Degree
Archaeological Site are allowed. Hence plan densithave been adopted to develop

residential area on the north of Yassihoyik Neighbod. Considering the compatibility of
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the new development areas with the existing resimlesnes and the rural characteristics of
the site, the new buildings were limited to a heiwfit.50 meters, a building footprint of 150
m, and a building footprint ratio of 0.50. In lingith the rural nature of the area, the
conditions regarding the annexes to be locatedimitte lots are also defined. The existing
settlement area within the 3rd degree archaeolbgiteais defined as the “preferential usage
areas”. These areas can be used for residencel looshotel with different construction

conditions which are defined in details in planaotThe heights of all these buildings are

limited to 6.50 meters

An "Agricultural Business Area" was planned in th@theast of the settlement in order to
meet the agricultural needs of the locals engageafriculture and animal husbandry. The
structures such as agricultural storage, barn...catt.be built within this area with a height
limit of 6.50 meters. In addition, necessary conuigr social and cultural areas are
allocated within the settlement area in order toetmihe needs of the residents. The
construction conditions have been determined ferateas mentioned, in accordance with

the characteristics of the existing rural settletnen

An area of 30.24 hectares in the west of the se¢ile was defined as a "Special Project
Area". This area will be integrated using the chtmastics of the existing fabric. The
pedestrian paths, small squares, parks, recreatio@s containing seating and resting units,
accommodation facilities which will serve daily attdrmal tourism will be arranged within
this area, for locals as well as for the tourisdschitectural arrangements including
workshops and sales units that will allow for crddiactivities and the production and sale of
traditional small handicrafts will also be realizedthis area. Urban design and landscape
projects related to the special project areas ball prepared by Polath Municipality in
accordance with the general approaches of the @or@onservation Plan. The projects
consisting of sections, views, perspectives, 3distietc. at the required level of detail, and

at appropriate scales will be prepared by taking &tcount the characteristic of the region.

The plan decisions were developed based on theiplerDecision of the High Council for
the Protection of Cultural Properties for 1st degaechaeological sites. The axis between the
settlement center and the existing museum has tified as the area where the
landscaping project will be implemented. Since tbe numbered 648 adjacent to the
Gordion Museum has been allocated to the Ministr¢ature and Tourism, an Open Air
Museum of 1.16 hectares has been proposed withsratba in order to exhibit the remains
of the ancient city of Gordion. The decisions relgag the existing museum and other
structures, as well as the necessary implemensataorthe footpath, and the archaeological

site, etc. will be determined by the Landscapingjdets.
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Other Plans

The 1/5000 and 1/1000 scaled plans which determirzé settlement and development areas
in low density for Cekirdeksiz, Beyge, Yagmurbaba, Gencali, Mislim, Sazilar, and
Beylikkoprii Districts were developed in order tohence life quality within these

settlements.

7.3. Current Strategic Plans
A review of the strategic plans that may affect thanagement area of Gordion and its

Environs indicated that priority is given to ensigrihe sustainable utilisation of cultural and
natural resources through conservation, as welh asplementing promotional activities to
share the assets situated in the said areas witldex audience. In addition, the strategic
plans were identified to formulate the necessatipas to maintain the agricultural quality

of the fertile Polatli Plain, which is home to tAacient City of Gordion.

7.3.1. Turkey’s Tourism Strategy - 2023

“Turkey's Tourism Strategy 2023 and Action Plan 20&hims to protect and promote
sustainable use of the natural, cultural, histbiea geographical values of the country and
to develop alternatives in tourism in order to @age the country’s share. Instead of
planning tourism resources on a small scale, etiatudas indicated that an appropriate
approach is to develop tourism corridors, touriggions, tourism cities and eco-tourism
regions along the development axes of these reseuned to determine the promotion and
utilization criteria of these values. The aim iscttannel public and private sector resources
primarily into tourism development regions, andhis context, nine tourism development
regions have been proposed, one of which is theytdn Culture and Thermal Tourism
Development Zone", with seven thematic corridoes, tourism cities and five eco tourism
regions.

With regard to the “Phrygian Culture and Thermaluigm Development Zone”, the
“Tourism Strategy and Action Plan of Turkey” statkat: after identification of the regions
that will specialize in tourism, those regions Wik announced as “Culture and Tourism
Conservation and Development Areas”, and in ordexffect a planned development in the
specified regions, the physical plans will be castgdl and arrangements will be made for

infrastructural development.
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Fig.7 Map showing Culture and Tourism Conservation aegidlopment Areas

7.3.2. Regional Plan of Ankara 2014-2023

"Ankara Regional Plan 2014-2023", prepared undee ttoordination of Ankara
Development Agency, is a strategy, coordination stegring document that determines the
strategies required for the development of Ank&lvith this plan, it is aimed to diversify
agricultural production in districts where the shasf agriculture in the economy is
predominant, and —by taking into consideration Itlmel and climatic features- to conduct
research and development studies on high valuedaddgdcultural products that can be
produced in these regions. In this context, thécaljural characteristics of Polatli District,
which contributes significantly to the agricultugaioduction of Ankara will be maintained.
The aforementioned plan recommends; giving incestior the promotion of ancient cities
in Ankara, especially Gordion; integrating the Rjwyn Valley -which has significant
potential- with cultural and natural tourism adi®$; and developing the Phrygian Way, by
determining and associating the ancient routesgatbe line Seydiler (Afyonkarahisar)-
Yazilikaya (Eskiehir)- incik (Kutahya) - Gordion (Ankara). Furthermorehés been stated
that Polath District, with its very rich therma¢sources, is located in “Phrygian Region”
which is one of the four regions determined byNristry of Culture and Tourism as being
primary areas for development in the field of tharrtourism. The plan determines the
strategic works regarding conservation, sustainalbe and the promotion of the

settlements’cultural and natural resources.

7.4. Projects Developed for Gordion (Yassihoyuk) ahits Immediate Environs

7.4.1 Site Conservation Management Project for Gofidn and its Environs (2013)

This project was launched through a partnershipvéeth Penn Design - University of
Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropol¢Bgnn Museum) and Ankara
Middle East Technical University Faculty of Architare in 2007. TUBITAK joined these
institutions to support and partially sponsor thegoamme.
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The general purpose of the project was to protaad @aromote the extraordinary
archaeological and cultural resources in Gordiahitmold and new environs, and a team of
experts from numerous fields worked to achieve phigpose. This team was composed of
Dr. Evin Erder and Dr. Nimet Ozgoniil from METU Degpaent of Restoration Graduate
Programme; archaeologist and ethnographer Dge Alirsan-Salzman from Penn Museum,
who is also the Deputy Director of Gordion Archaegy Project; archaeobotanical expert
Dr. Naomi Miller from Penn Museum; cartographic eegr Yagar Irak from Irak
Engineering active in the Polatll Region; Mecit ®urfrom Ankara Gazi University
Department of Biology; students from METU and Pé&mwesign; and members of Gordion

Archaeology Project.

The geographical scope of the Conservation Manage®lan Project for Gordion and its
Environs covers a radius of 30 km starting with &a8yuk. In the period between 2007 and
2010, the project team documented and mapped tharaluheritage in the survey area
including Tumuli, mounds of the old settlementdlages, cemeteries, old and new trade
routes, natural caves frequented by local peopte sdrepherds, a centuries-old mosque,
mudbrick and timber architectural elements, andribed late-Roman tombstones. The
project also recharted and documented the buildamgs outdoor areas in the six villages
mentioned before. In addition, standard questioesavere distributed among the people in
each village to determine their socio-economicustats well as their intellectual and

emotional bond with Gordion.

The priorities of the project were the conservatadnthe Tumuli in Gordion and their
environs and especially their protection from tlestduction caused by modern agricultural
activities, specifically arising from ploughing airdgation in the nearby fields. The efforts

undertaken in line with these priorities resulteglans;

To enable mukhtar’s offices and the Ministry of tDué and Tourism to put forth initiatives
to provide the relevant landowners with a new spafdand or income in appropriate areas;
To survey, document, and evaluate the archite@tuyassihoyuk;

To conduct socio-economic, historical, socio-cltuand ecological evaluations among the
residents of the locality (the other villages ie firoject area are Cekirdeksiz, Kiranharmani,
Sazilar,Sabanézi, and Beylikkdprii); and

To develop training programmes to raise local amese and providing them with
information so as to allow them to assume individta@es in the promotion of the

settlement.
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Within the scope of the project, the old villageh@al on the road connecting Gordion
Museum and Tumulus MM to the Citadel Mound, a péthe touring route, is designated as
a place where women living in the settlement camleixtheir handicrafts and homemade
food. However, the plan created within the scopehef mentioned project indicates that
awareness should be raised among the local peapieececonomic value of their products
in order to ensure that they can also benefit ftoanism activities. For example, it is stated
there that home-made and agricultural productsbeaput on sale through an eco-tourism
project with a specific focus on the products ofnvem’s labour (handicrafts, etc.) which
may be marketed under the umbrella of a cooperatieavever, the plan calls for support
from the Municipality of Polath for the realisatioof such initiatives and for the

conservation and promotion of Gordion and its ema&ras a “steppe park”.

Nevertheless, the Site Conservation Managemente®rdpr Gordion and its Environs
constitutes an important instrument that presdmgasults of a comprehensive study, rather
than an approved Management Plan, and has beeosf treemain resources employed in the

preparation of the present Management Plan.

7.4.2. “3-Dimensional Modelling of Archaeological Buctures with High-Resolution

Stereo Optical Satellite Images: Gordion Example” Roject:

The project is carried out by Mehmet BRULUK on behalf of Hacettepe University. In
Gordion and its Environs, 3-dimensional modelsefefice models) are generated with the
help of images collected by an Unmanned Aerial ®leh{UAV) in a 12-km2 testing area.
The project completed the testing of geometric ey in these models, resulting in an
average geometric accuracy of 10 cm (very highc&iit is not practical to create 3-D
models of the Tumuli for the entire Gordion regioging UAVs, the project tested the
accuracy of high-resolution stereo satellite imageesd as an alternative to modelling larger

areas.
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Fig.7.1 The boundaries of the Project.

Initial results were tested on 10 Tumuli and themiili were modelled in 3-D with a
geometric accuracy of approximately 0.30 m. Theemily on-going project is planned to be

completed in February 2021.

The data obtained as a result of the producticgB+rDfmodels of the Tumuli of various sizes
in the study area can be used for the documentafitile Tumuli in the Gordion region. In
addition, the DEM, which is one of the final protiiand is expected to be produced with
high geometric accuracy (50c), will also contribute to the execution of theteeological
excavations conducted annually in the ancientafit§ordion situated within the study area.
The digital presentation of this produced DEM withe cooperation of authorised
institutions (Ministry of Culture and Tourism arfaetMunicipality of Polatli, etc.) will also
contribute to the improved recognition of Gordiaygion. This work will allow local and
foreign tourists who cannot visit the district afl&h physically to view/navigate around the
ancient city of Gordion and the Tumuli in the diditenvironment. The findings to be
obtained within the scope of the project will cdmtite to the determination of the physical

structures of the Tumuli.
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SECTION 8- SWOT ANALYSIS

The primary purpose of the Management Plan is tsumn the formulation and
implementation of a framework for a sustainablee Silanagement system that will
guarantee the conservation of the cultural impagaand assets of Gordion and its environs

and its long-term and sustainable development &hshtion.

The conduct of an analysis on the strengths andtvesaes of and opportunities and threats
within Gordion and its environs is extremely imgat for the evaluation of the information
required for the Management Plan. In order fordéeisions regarding the future of Gordion
and its Environs to be taken in a "realistic" mantiee problems and possibilities of the
field should be determined comprehensively, andotiigortunities and threats awaiting the
site should be determined in all aspects. For rédson, the next chapter offers a general

evaluation of the field within the framework of tbefinitions mentioned above.

8.1. Strengths of the Site
Archaeology - Research - Documentation

Historical importance of the site

International academic recognition of the site

Scientific and systematic excavation and reseandetaken since 1950

Geophysical studies implemented in and arounditee s

Floristic studies implemented in and around the sit

Availability of “Digital Gordion” and “Gordion Digial Mapping Studies” for the site and its
environs

Implementation of a project for the three-dimenalomodelling of the site and the Tumuli
situated in its environs

Inventory and registration of artifacts identifigcthe site

Maintenance of a Website under the Gordion Arclagoal Project

Protection and Safety

The legal protected status of the mounds and Tusitukited in the management site
Substantial conservation of the authenticity arnegnty of the site

Implementation of close conservation and monitormgasures in the site owing to years of
scientific excavations

The site and its environs being situated away fitve pressures of construction and
development

Preserved landscaping silhouette of the site anehitirons
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Presentation, Promotion, and Tourism

Availability of a basic and good-quality exhibitiamfrastructure in the site

Gordion Museum providing for the exhibition of md@ finds collected from the
settlements and Tumuli in and around the site

Availability of an airport offering domestic andtémnational services in Ankara, the
province administratively connected to the site

Well-developed transportation network of roads aailvays available in the district of
Polatli, the district administratively connectedtie site

The position of Gordion and its environs as a vatef historical events of importance for
the establishment of the modern Republic of Turkey

The position of Gordion along the route of the Rmp Way situated in the region
surrounded by the provinces of Ankara, Afyonkarahigskgehir, and Kitahya
Organisation of national and international cultumadl sports events for the promotion of the
site

Socio-Economic Development

Agrarian economy dominating the rural settlememtarid around Yassihoyuk

Insured employment of local people in excavations

Protection of the site and endorsement of touristivities by local people

Availability of various possibilities for economactivities in the district centre of Polath and
the province of Ankara

Land Use and Spatial Planning

Population growth in the locality remaining at adknot to cause expansion in the built
environment

Education

Cultural Heritage Education Programme&hgP) implemented by Gordion Archaeology
Project and the Museum of Anatolian Civilisations

Local ownership of Gordion

Active patrticipation of local people in on-goinghaeological activities

Ownership of the site and maintenance of educdtiacivities by the Gordion platform

composed of various non-governmental organisations

8.2. Weaknesses of the Site
Archaeology - Research - Documentation

Absence of a local archive of scientific publicaso

Lack of regular updates on the Website
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Protection and Safety

Insufficient number of security staff

Absence of a closed-circuit camera system and atedighting in the Citadel - Citadel
Mound

Agricultural activities around the Tumuli causingstiuction

Absence of a Disaster Management and Contingerasy Pl

Presentation, Promotion, and Tourism

Absence of any arrangements to guide visitors flamulus MM and Gordion Museum to
the Citadel

Absence of a secured access system to the Cit@€itadél Mound) and lack of regular
recordkeeping on visitors

Absence of units to meet the basic needs of vssitothe Citadel (Citadel Mound)

Absence of a promotional arrangement to allow aisitto perceive all areas constituting
Gordion and its environs as a whole

Limited means of public transport from the distaentre of Polatl to the site
Socio-Economic Development

Changes in the demographic structure of the locgiufation and the local population
moving away from the site owing to increased imiaiigm

Unavailability of qualified labour to be employen the tourism-based service sector in the
site

Seasonal and short-term employment in excavations

Land Use and Spatial Planning

Absence of an expropriation programme for privateiyned Mounds and Tumuli

Absence of inventories and emergency response groges for examples of civil
architecture in the rural settlement in and arctinedsite

Education

Lack of fundamental knowledge on the site amongllpeople

Lack of transfer of experience gained through agolagical excavations in the mound to

local experts

8.3. Opportunities for the Site
Archaeology - Research - Documentation

High level of interest in the site among nationad anternational academia and civil society

On-going archaeological excavations, scientifieagsh, and restorations
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Close dialogue between excavation teams and |@cqdlp
Endorsement of the site by both national and imtgonal sponsors

Potential of the site for use in educational atasi

Protection and Safety

Opportunities for improved cooperation in the mamance and monitoring of the
nomination of the site for the World Heritage List

Presentation, Promotion, and Tourism

Increased interest in cultural tourism rather thess tourism

Possibilities for the promotion of the site togetkéth the other tourist destinations in its
surroundings

Eco-tourism potential in the site

Possibilities for improved recognition and thusgsreased number of visitors, owing to the
nomination of the site for the World Heritage List

Potential of the site to find sponsors for the ficial support required its promotion and
rectification owing to the recognition of the impamce of the site

Socio-Economic Development

Possibility of tourism activities in the site taeate an alternative source of income for local
people
High capacity for sustainable development

Land Use and Spatial Planning

Substantial conservation of the landscape in the ®@iving to the mostly agrarian and
sparsely populated nature of the land

Absence of any settlements in the surroundingsthtinaaten the mound

Absence of a risk of dense housing in the site gwinthe designation of its surroundings as
an agricultural area and a Great Plain in uppelequans

Education

Availability of universities offering education ithe relevant departments in Ankara and
Eskisehir, both situated at a close distance to the site

Organisation of educational tours in and aroundsites by elementary schools around the

province

8.4. Threats to the Site
Protection and Safety
Vulnerability of mudbrick buildings in the site amvironmental conditions (heavy snowfall

or strong winds, etc.)
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Erosion risk in the locality surrounding the site

Agricultural activities around the Tumuli causingstiuction

Vibration created by heavy-tonnage vehicles padsyngumulus MM

Certain tumuli in the locality being crossed bydieoads

Effects of agricultural activities in the localitgn underground waters (Loss of organic
materials previously preserved under waterloggeditions)

Presentation, Promotion, and Tourism

Absence of a visitor Management Plan for the mamage of any increases in the number of
visitors following the addition of the site to tii¢éorld Heritage List

Possibility of increased environmental pollutioredo possible increases in the number of
visitors

Socio-Economic Development

Underdeveloped local awareness of sustainable aj@wvieint

Interest in economic gains dominating the inteoé$bcal people in the site
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SECTION 9- VISION, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES

9.1. Stakeholders of the Management Plan

For any Management Plan, it is of great importaiodgelentify the relevant stakeholders and
to involve these stakeholders in the processesamiagement and conservation. In general,
stakeholders are individuals and entities that afégct or be affected by the Management
Plan, and these individuals and entities have al leggponsibility for or influence over the
success of the plan. Inclusive spatial managemeates a basis for a holistic understanding
of the importance of the space and for the creatioa sense of ownership and collective

responsibility among all involved stakeholders.

Stakeholders with decision-making authorities othey Management Planning process at

national, regional, provincial, and local levels &isted below.

National Stakeholders:

Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Directorate-GerafaCultural Heritage and Museums
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Directorate-GerariResearch and Education
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Directorate-GerleaPromotion

Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Central Directaaif Circulating Capital

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

Ministry of Transport

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation

Ministry of National Education

Regional Stakeholders:

Ankara Regional Board for the Protection of Cultssets

Ankara Directorate of Surveying and Monuments

Ankara Development Agency

Directorate-General of State Hydraulic Work$ Regional Directorate-Ankara
Directorate-General of State Hydraulic Work$,Regional Directorate-Esjehir

4™ Regional Directorate of Highways

Provincial Stakeholders:

Governorate of Ankara

(Provincial Directorate of Culture and Tourism)
(Provincial Directorate of National Education)

(Provincial Directorate of Environment and Urbatitsa)
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(Provincial Directorate of Agriculture and Fore3try
Ankara Metropolitan Municipality

Ankara Museum of Anatolian Civilisations

Local Stakeholders:

District Governorate of Polath

District Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry
District Directorate of National Education
Municipality of Polath

Polatll Museum

Mukhtar’s Office of Yassihoyuk Neighbourhood
Mukhtar’s Office of Basri Village

Mukhtar’s Office of Beylikkopru Village
Mukhtar’s Office of Cekirdeksiz Village
Mukhtar’s Office of Kiranharmani Village
Mukhtar’s Office of Omerler Village

Mukhtar’s Office of Sazilar Village

Mukhtar's Office ofSaban6tzi Village

Research Groups and Field Staff:
Gordion Excavation Team - Pennsylvania University
Hacettepe University

Middle East Technical University

Non-Governmental Organisations/Associations:
TMMOB Chamber of Architects, Ankara Branch
TMMOB Chamber of City Planners, Ankara Branch
Polath Chamber of Commerce

Polatl Chamber of Agriculture

Association of Polatli Historical and Cultural Raszh

World Heritage Travelers Association

9. 2. Vision of the Management Plan
A Management Plan must define a strategic visi@h émsures the conservation of the site

through maintaining its cultural continuity. Themaiof such a vision is to allow
administrators and local people to share a comneospective on long-term and sustainable
conservation. This section defines a vision onldasis of the importance and assets of the

site the description and evaluation of its curgatus as defined in previous chapters. This
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vision is underlined by the basic need to protpmtserve, improve, and interpret Gordion
and its environs for current and future generatiohscordingly, the vision statement

developed thusly is as given below:

“A heritage site that allows for the conservatiow autilisation of its landscape and tangible
and intangible cultural heritage, as well as th@insfer to the future generations, in the most
comprehensive manner and with the widest inclugiossible; that is researched through
multidisciplinary and contemporary scientific medlotogies; that has been complemented
with the infrastructure necessary to allow all segta of the society to access the
exceptional qualifies of the Phrygian Civilisati@nd that makes room for efforts to support

the development of local people: Gordion”

9.3. Objectives of the Management Plan
This Management Plan, which is in line with theiaisset for Gordion and its Environs and

prepared to address the management-related ispaetied in the sections related to the
current status of the area, sets its priority dbjecas developing recommendations and
actions to ensure the physical, natural, cultiniatorical, social, and economic sustainability
of Gordion and its environs. The main objectivetedained within the framework of the

basic principles of sustainability and accessipéite:

Objective 1: to manage all the attributes those carry the @utlhg Value of the
archaeological site of Gordion (Yassihdyuk) anid$etting;

Objective 2: to identify and preserve all the attributes thahtdbutes to the cultural
significance of the Site;

Objective 3:to identify the current, other values, needs aterésts of the Site;

Objective 4: to outline a sustainable approach to the futureagament of the whole Site
which aims to balance all values and needs, suchresearch, culture and nature
conservation, visitor access and farming;

Objective 5: to set out ways whereby stakeholders can optithieebenefits of the values,
without compromising the Outstanding Universal \éatif the Site;

Objective 6: to provide better access to information to alerasted parties about the Site
and its environs;

Objective 7: to increase public awareness of and interest en3ite, and to promote the
educational and cultural values of the Site andntdrons;

Objective 8: to encourage involvement of the local communitiesonservation and further

improvement of the Site;
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Objective 9: to identify a prioritized programme of action thall contribute to the
conservation, understanding of Outstanding Univérakue, and the improvement of the

Site for all those who visit Gordion and live ornkadn the area.

9.4. Management Policies
To address the key issues, sustain the significahd¢be Site and achieve the Vision, the

Management Plan sets out the following 17 policidse following Section 10 of the Plan
sets out the actions agreed by partners/ the stldess to achieve the Vision and implement

the policies.

Archaeology, Research, and Documentation

Policy 1: Research on and documentation of Gordion andnitdr&ns in their entirety

Conservation, Protection and Safety

Policy 2: Improved security measures at the Citadel Mound

Policy 3: Conservation of the ruins in and around the Citdtmlind through appropriate
techniques

Policy 4 Restraint of agricultural activities in and aroufamuli

Policy 5: Planning of transportation lines in such a wayoagréserve the Tumuli

Policy 6: Elimination of risk factors in and around the gfiee, flood, and erosion, etc.)

Presentation, Promotion, and Tourism

Policy 7: Strengthening of the visitor transportation infrasture

Policy 8 Improving the perception of Gordion and its eams and the educational
experience of visitors

Policy 9: Creation opportunities for cultural and sports\wmes for the site

Policy 10: Development of accommodation possibilities conpatwith the landscape and
rural settlement

Policy 11: Promotion of Gordion for wider audiences

Socio-Economic Development
Policy 12: Creation of economic benefits for local people tigto activities and tourism in

Gordion
Land Use and Spatial Planning

Policy 13: Conservation of the natural environment and sitisu

Policy 14:Conservation of the rural architecture and theiraindings
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Education

Policy 15 Organisation of training and events on the imgrace of Gordion and its environs
for local students

Policy 16 Provision of international educational opportigstto local students

Policy 17: Delivery of regular training to local people taaee their ownership

SECTION 10- IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SITE MANAGEMENT P LAN

10.1. Action Plan
The Management Plan policies set out in the previgection will be achieved through a
wide range of actions (see Table 10.1), to be uaken by a variety of

organizations/stakeholders involved in the Site.

The following Action Plan identifies for each actithe lead organization and the partners
that need to be involved along with the time séalaie for implementation. The timeframe

for implementation is noted as: continuous; at ledutervals; urgent (0- 12 months); short

(2-3 years), medium (up to 5 years) and long-tarmté 10 years). It covers the period 2021
—2025.
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Policy Action Responsible Supporting Body Resources Term
Body/Individual
Action 1.1. Identification of the Tumuli requiring GAP, AAMM MoCT-KVMGM MoCT--KVMGM Short-
priority excavation and research and those not to Medium-
require and planning research and excavation pnogra Long
accordingly
Action 1.2. Continuing geophysical research in and| GAP MoCT--KVMGM, GAP Medium
around Gordion and sharing the relevant results wi AAMM
MoCT-KVMGM
Action 1.3.Formulating a 5-year plan for the GAP GAP Urgent
. excavations on-going in the Citadel Mound and
Policy 1—Research sharing the same with MoCT/KVMGM
OP and Fiocumeptatlo Y MoCT—-KVMGM MoCT
Enflsi?c:g:’?niﬂgi:ts Action 1.4.Registering all artifacts originating from | AAMM, GM, IAM Medium
entirety Gordion and displayed in our museums on the MUES
database
Mr. Mehmet MoCT/KVMGM, Polatli Municipality Medium
Action 1.5. Supporting the Project currently Dogruluk, Hacettepe GAP,
implemented by academician Mr. Mehmetgnduk University, Anatolia | Polatli Municipality
Organized Industrial
Zone Vocational
School.
Action 1.6.Undertaking a comparative study on the| GAP Ministry of GAP Medium

flora and fauna of the Ancient Period and the Rriess
Day

Environment and
Urbanisation
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CONSERVATION, PROTECTION AND SAFETY

Policy Action Responsible Body| Supporting Body Resources Term
Action 2.1. Employing security staff for the Citadel | DOSIMM GAP, DOSIMM Urgent
Policy 24mproved Mound MoCT/KVMGM
security measures at Ankara Dir. of GAP, Polath Municipality,
the Citadel Action 2.2.Placing infrared surveillance cameras at| Surveying and GM, MoCT/KVMGM, Short
suitable locations in the Citadel Mound Monuments MoCT/KVMGM,
Action 3.1.Completing the maintenance, repairs, andsAP AAMM GAP Medium-
Policy -3 restoration of monumental buildings from the Early Long
Conservation of the | Phrygian Period
ruins in and around
the Citadel through | Action 3.2.Completing the conservation of Terrace| GAP AAMM GAP Short
appropriate Buildings
techniques Action 3.3.Completing the conservation of Pebble
Mosaic Pavement GAP AAMM GAP Short
Action 3.4. Restoring the upper elements of the SoutlGAP AAMM GAP Medium
Gate in their original position
Action 3.5. Monitoring of the dry-laid masonry wallsGAP GAP Continous
in the Citadel Gate
Action 4.1.Informing the local public to stop Polatli Municipality | GM, Polatli Municipality Urgent
Policy-4 Restraint of | agricultural activities immediately GAP
agricultural activities
in and around Tumuli
Action 4.2.Placing warning sign boards at suitable | Polath Municipality | AAMM, Polatli Municipality Short
locations for the Tumuli and Mounds subject to GM,
intensive agricultural activities GAP
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Action 4.3.Fencing the already expropriated Tumul

Polatli Municipality
AAMM,

GAP

Polatli Municipality

Short

GM
Action 4.4.Preparing landscaping projects to design Polath Municipality Polatli Municipality Short
and build barriers to prevent the passage of bovine
animals and agricultural machinery, but to alloe th
passage of ovine animals around Tumuli and Mounds
Ankara Provincial Polatli Municipality Ankara Provincial
Action 4.5.Undertaking construction efforts for the | Directorate of Directorate of Short
building of drainage canals to prevent any damage |t Agriculture/ Polatli Agriculture/ Polath
the Tumuli on privately registered immoveable District Directorate District Directorate of
properties surrounding the Tumuli of Agriculture Agriculture
Action 5.1. cancelation of the cadastral road to Polatli Municipality Polatli Municipality Short
preserve Tumulus T6
Policy-5 Planning of
transportation lines iN“Action 5.2. Rerouting field roads running through
such a way as to certain Tumuli in the region Polath Municipality Polatli Municipality Short-
preserve Tumuli Medium
Directorate-General of Medium
Action 5.3.Preparing a new transportation master plan Highways,
to designate the primary, secondary, and fieldgsaad| Polath Municipality | Governorate of Ankara, Polatli Municipality
the region to relieve the region of the vibratioeated Ankara BBB.
by heavy-tonnage vehicles passing by Tumulus MM
Action 6.1. Providing a mudbrick drainage system tp Polatli Municipality
Policy 6- Elimination | the Tumuli affected by erosion and allowing for the| GAP, AAMM Ankara Directorate of Medium
of risk factors in and | growth of endemic plants (thyme and absinthe, etc.) Agriculture and
around the area on Tumuli Livestock
Action 6.2. Implementing “Sakarya River Basin Ministry of Ministry of Agriculture
Management” and containing excessive irrigation | Agriculture and Polatli Municipality and Forestry/Directorate-
along Sakarya River Forestry/Directorate General of Water Medium-
General of Water Management Long

Management
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39Regional 379 Regional Directorate | Regular-
Action 6.3. Monitoring the movements of Sakarya | Directorate of DSI of DSI Every year
River
Action 6.4. Removing dry weeds in and around the | GM GAP
Citadel Mound to counteract fire hazard GAP Polatli Municipality Polatli Municipality Continuous
Action 6.5.Placing suitable extinguishants (C12 dry
chemical powder) at suitably designated areas mvithi Polatll Municipality | GAP Polatli Municipality Short
the Citadel Mound to counteract fire hazard GM
Action 6.6. Keeping an adequate number of fire AAMM, MoCT/KVMGM, DOSIMM, Governorate | Short
extinguishers in Gordion Museum and informing GM DOSIMM of Ankara
security staff on emergency fire responses to
counteract fire hazard
Action 6.7.Preparing an emergency action plan to | Polath Municipality Polatli Municipality Short
counteract fire hazard in and around Tumuli anthé
general area
Action 6.8. Formulating plans of suitable protective Short-
responses to protect excavated sites specifically | GAP GAP Medium-
against such negative effects as seasonal (ram,sn Long
and changes in temperature, etc.) erosion

AAMM, MoCT Short
Action 6.9.Undertaking an emergency salvage GM
excavation in Tumulus T1

GAP AAMM GAP Continuous
Action 6.10.Continuing with the structural stability
monitoring of the area surrounding the burial chamb
in Tumulus MM

GAP AAMM GAP Continuous

Action 6.11.Continuing with the monitoring of
temperature and humidity with electronic data
recording devices around the year in Tumulus MM
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PRESENTATION, PROMOTION, AND VISITOR MANAGEMENT

Policy Action Responsible Supporting Body Resources Term
Body
Action 7.1.Constructing a car park at a suitable AAMM, Polatli Municipality Medium
location for visitors to the Citadel Mound Polatli Municipality | GM,
GAP
Action 7.2.Improving the footway on the Citadel GAP Governorate of Ankara, GAP Medium
Mound Polatli Municipality
MoCT/KVMGM GAP MoCT/KVMGM Medium
Action 7.3. Defining the visitor path extending from | AAMM,
Tumulus MM to the Citadel Mound, creating a GM
pedestrian path, landscape design and placingameie
guiding signs
Policy 7- _ Action 7.4, Defining, and completing the infrastructurd®olatli Municipality | FRIGKUM/Ankara BB| Ankara BB MiBum
S_tr_engthenlng of t_he for a cycling path reaching Gordion along the Pragg
visitor transportation | Way with consideration for the conservation arefas d
infrastructure the Tumuli
Action 7.5. Placing direction signs and markings Polatli Municipality | FRIGKUM Polatli Municipality ABB | Medium
showing the way to Gordion along the route of the | ABB
Phrygian Way
Action 7.6 Arranging routes and constructing cycling Polath Municipality Polatli Municipality Medium

paths, etc., to encourage visitors to walk or cycle
around the area after parking their vehicles to the
extent possible

Developing, to this end, urban design projecth@ t
settlements of Yassihoyik, Kiranharmani, and Sazi
such as one-way routing in traffic, public trangpor
stops, parking spaces, arrangements to slow down
traffic, restricting the entry of large vehiclesrtoal
settlements, and designation of walking or cycling

ABB

la

paths

ABB
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Action 7.7.Offering and promoting free-of-charge

Polatli Municipality

Polatli Municipality

Short/Conti

shuttle service from Polath Rapid Train (YHT) Sat nuous
to the site in peak months
Action 8.1. Increasing the number of “audio guides”| MoCT-KVMGM MoCT-KVMGM Medium
available at Gordion Museum and Tumulus MM DOSIMM
Action 8.2Constructing an environmentally compatiblé&olath Municipality GAP Polatli Municipality Media
watch tower and observation terrace at a suitable
Policy 8-Improving location to allow visitors to perceive Tumuli arebt
the perception of local landscape as a whole
Gordion and its
environs and the Action 8.3.Informing visitors on the importance and| Polath Municipality AAMM, Polatli Municipality Medium
educational spatial connection of Gordion and its environstfer | POTA GM,
experience of visitors| Pitched Battle of Sakarya and the war fronts GAP
Action 8.4. Increasing the number of exhibition MoCT/KVMGM AAMM, MoCT/KVMGM Medium
opportunities in Gordion Museum and exhibiting the GAP GM Ankara Development
Phrygian Life to visitors with the use of digital Ankara Development| Agency
technologies Agency
Action 9.1. Constructing trekking routes between Mun. of Polath GAP, AAMM, GM Polatli Municipalit Medium
Tumuli for visitors with consideration for the
conservation areas of the Tumuli
Ankara Provincial | Ankara Development | Polath Municipality Medium

Policy 9-Creation
opportunities for
cultural and sports
activities for the site

Action 9.2. Developing events for outdoor sports alo
routes to be designated between the Tumuli and the
Mounds (“Royal Road” orienteering and bicycle racg
etc.)

Directorate of
n@ulture and Tourisni
> Ankara Provincial
pPDirectorate of Youth

and Sports

District Gov. of

Polath

Polatli Municipality

Agency

Ankara Development
Agency
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Polatli Municipality Polatli Municipality Short
Action 9.3. Ensuring that POTA completes the
feasibility studies and acquires the necessary
permissions for hot air balloon tours in the area
Ankara Provincial Ankara Association of Short
Action 9.4. Organising “Gordion” photography Polatli Municipality | Directorate of Culture | Photography Artists
competitions in cooperation with Ankara Association and Tourism Mun. of Polath
of Photography Atrtists
MoCT-— Directorate- | Polath Municipality Every year
Action 9.5. Maintaining the organisation of the Polatli Municipality | General of State
International King Midas Theatre Days Theatres
Ankara Provincial
Directorate of Culture
and Tourism
Ankara Provincial Polatli Municipality Every year
Action 9.6. Maintaining the organisation of Gordion | Polatl Municipality | Directorate of Culture
Half Marathon and Tourism
Ankara Provincial
Directorate of Youth
and Sports
Action 9.7. Organising a “Gordion Festival” regularly Ankara Provincial Polatli Municipality Every year
and sustainably and making it an annually organisefd Polath Municipality | Directorate of Culture
traditional event and Tourism
Policy 10- Ankara Provincial Polatli Municipality Medium
Development of Polatli Municipality | Directorate of Culture
accommodation Action 10.1.Designating suitable areas for visitors and Tourism
possibilities wishing to stay in tents
compatible with the
landscape and rural
settlement
Action 11.1.Placing promotional and guiding plates pPolatli Municipality | Ankara Provincial Polatli Municipality Medium

Policy 11Promotion
of Gordion for wider
audiences

information on Gordion in the tourism destinations
located in the surroundings

Ankara BB.

Directorate of Culture
and Tourism

AAMM

GM

GAP

Ankara BB.
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Action 11.2.Preparing short promotional videos to beAnkara Provincial | MoCT/KVMGM, GM Polatli Municipality Short
posted on social media outlets Directorate of AAMM ,GAP Ankara Development
Culture and Tourism Ankara Development | Agency
Mun. of Polath Agency,
Directorate-General of
Promotion
Polatli Municipality | AAMM, GM, GAP Polatli Municiplity Medium
Action 11.3.Converting the currently idle library
building, constructed by METU, in Yassihdyuk into a
promotion office
Action 11.4.0pening and actively using a social Polatli Municipality | Site Management Unit|  Polatli Municipality / Short
media account to promote Gordion and share updated District Gov. of Polath
on its Nomination for UNESCO with wider audiencesDistrict Gov. of
Polatl
SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Policy Action Responsible Body| Supporting Body Resources Term
Polatli Municipality | Ankara Provincial Medium
Action 12.1.Raising local awareness on the economic Directorate of Culture | Polatli Municipality
value of their products in order to allow them to and Tourism
benefit from the economic gains arising from local Polatl District
tourism Directorate of
Policy 12-Creation of Agriculture and
economic benefits for| Livestock
local people through | Action 12.2.Choosing a suitable location for sales | Polatli Municipality Polath Municipality Medium
activities and tourism| units to be employed for the sale of agricultural
in Gordion produce by local people
Action 12.3. Allocating the old village school on the Polatli Municipality
road connecting Tumulus MM to the Citadel Mound Polatli Municipality Medium

to the Yassihoyiik women so that they can exhileir th
handicrafts and home-made food
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Action 12.4.Establishing a Rural Cooperative to Polatl Municipality | Ankara Development| Polatl Municipality Medium
manage product sales in the settlement Agency
Polatli District Polatli Municipality
Action 12.5.0rganising educational courses on the| Public Education Polatli Municipality Polatl District Public Medium
production of handicrafts Centre Education Centre
Action 12.6. Establishing thematic productignPolath Municipality | AAMM Polatli Municipality Medium
workshops (wood or metal work, etc.) where local GM Ankara Development
people can work, and visitors can watch work| in Ankara Development | Agency
progress with the aim of developing souvenirs Agency
recounting the Phrygian culture and produced with
ancient technologies of production
Action 12.7.Implementing entrepreneurship courses Polath Municipality | KOSGEB Polatli Municipality Medium
and KOSGEB training programmes for young KOSGEB
individuals, women, and family members in line with
their areas of interest
LAND USE AND SPATIAL PLANNING
Policy Action Responsible Body| Supporting Body Resources Term
Action 13.1.Considering the presentation of the site Polatl Municipality Polatli Municipality Medium
and its compatibility with the landscape in the
Policy 13- planning of the steppe park or touring route in the
Conservation of the archaeological site
natural environment _
and silhouette Polatl Directorate of
Action 13.2.Ensuring the conservation of the steppg¢ Polath Municipality | Environment and Polatli Municipality Continuous
landscape as a whole with its ecological elements Urbanisation
GAP
GAP, Polatli Municipality GAP, MoCT/KVMGM Long Term
Action 13.3.Formulating an expropriation MoCT/KVMGM
programmes for privately owned Tumuli and mounds
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Ankara Il Directorate of Polatl Municipality Long
Action 13.4.Developing proposals to prevent Polatli Municipality | Environment and
pollution induced by waste in Porsuk and Sakarya | Ankara BB Urbanisation
Rivers
Medium
Action 14.1.Protecting (via registration) important MoCT/KVMGM
examples of traditional civil architecture in theal Ankara KVKBKM Ankara Provincial MoCT/KVMGM
settlements in the locality and preparing emergency Directorate of Culture
restoration projects for damaged examples and Tourism
Medium
Action 14.2.Preparing a simple maintenance and MoCT/KVMGM ABB
repairs manual for the users to protect examples off ABB (KUDEB) Ankara KVKBKM Polatli Municipality
traditional architecture in the locality and stimutithg Ankara Development | Ankara Development
users to use the same through exemplary pilot Agency Agency
applications
Policy 14-
Conservation of the | Action 14.3.Preparing “design manuals” on the basisABB (KUDEB) MoCT/KVMGM ABB Medium
rural architecture and| of the fabric and architectural characteristicthef Ankara KVKBKM Polatli Municipality
their surroundings settlements in the villages to eliminate problems Ankara Development | Ankara Development
arising from new buildings that are incompatiblehwi Agency Agency
the traditional rural fabric
Ankara Il Directorate of
Action 14.4.Completing infrastructure works and Polatli Municipality | Environment and Polatli Municipality
developing alternative projects for waste manageémen Urbanisation
Action 14.5.Preparing a Landscaping Plan covering
arrangements for the tourism infrastructure inalgdi
car parks, cycling paths, camping areas, and tngkki| Polatli Municipality Polatli Municipality Short
routes and amending Yassihoyuk Conservation
Development Plan accordingly
Action 14.6.Revising Yassihoyuk Conservation Polatli Municipality Polatli Municipality Medium

Development Plan
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EDUCATION

Policy Action Responsible Body| Supporting Body Resources Term
Polatl District GAP, GM, AAMM, POTA
Action 15.1. Starting “Gordion School Clubs” in local Directorate of POTA Short/Conti
schools and employing these groups during events|tdlational Education nuous
be organised for the site
Polatl District GAP, GM, AAMM, Polatli District Directorate
Action 15.2.Incorporating game-based educational| Directorate of POTA of National Education, Short/Conti
activities in the relevant parts of the curriculatthe | National Education POTA nuous
elementary school level (matching cards, puzzles,
Policy 15- colouring books, and model making, etc.)
Organisation of
training and events on
the importance of Action 15.3.Maintaining the organisation of training| GAP, AAMM GAP Continuous
Gordion and its activities implemented by AAMM and GAP
environs for local
students Polatli Municipality | POTA POTA Short
Action 15.4.Ensuring that local youth contribute to | GAP, AAMM, GM
the project activities on Gordion as local stakdbod
and forming local history groups
GAP Polatli Municipality Ankara Provincial
Action 15.50rganising training programmes to allow Ankara Provincial Directorate of Culture and Short-
local students to act as tour guides in and around Directorate of Culture | Tourism Medium
Gordion under the Cultural Heritage Education and Tourism Polatli District Directorate
ProgrammégCheP) Polatli District of National Education
Directorate of National
Education
GAP Ministry of National POTA Short-
Action 15.6.Incorporating the Cultural Heritage Polatli District Education Medium

Education Programm@heP)in the curricula of local

high schools and secondary schools

Directorate of
National Education
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Policy 16-.Provision | Action 16.1.Developing international cultural Polatli District Ministry of National Continuous
of international exchange programmes and cooperation (with Directorate of Education
educational European Union Youth Exchange Programmes, et¢.National Education
opportunities to local | to encourage accomplished young individuals in the
students locality
GAP, GM, AAMM, Polatli Municipality Continuous

Policy 17Delivery of
regular training to
local people to securg
their ownership

Action 17.1.0rganising seminars titled “Days of
Gordion” accompanied by promotional documentar
brochures, and booklets to inform local peoplehef t
importance of the site in cooperation with mukhtars
twice a year

Polatli Municipality
es,

KVMGM
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10.2. Monitoring Indicators

The efforts to ensure harmonisation between thedated stakeholders and contributing
stakeholders defined in the plan during the impletaigon of the Management Plan for
Gordion and its Environs and to monitor the implatagon of the designated actions will
be coordinated by the Site Manager. The projectities defined in the action plan will be

launched along with the enactment of the plan uperapproval thereof by the Coordination

and Supervision Board.

The performance of the projects implemented withie scope of the Management Plan is
evaluated annually. Once such performance hasdeduated through the determination of
the current status of the actions defined in th#omaglan, the Site Manager prepare the
relevant reports, which are reviewed by the Coaritim and Supervision Board. The Board
then updates the Management Plan accordingly apbags the work programme for the
next year. The vision and main goals and policiethe plan will be re-evaluated through
participatory processes in 2025, and the reviseddgament Plan will be submitted once

again to the Advisory Board and the Coordinatiod 8apervision Board for consideration.

On the other hand, monitoring indicators represimimost important tool to review whether
an action plan is realistic and applicable. Moritgrindicators have been determined to
evaluate the implementation status and performahttee Management Plan of Gordion and
its Environs, and in turn, these indicators willkmat possible to measure the extent to
which the actions have been realized and the numbéargets that have been achieved.
With such monitoring to be carried out at the ehdaxh implementation year, a feasible and
realistic action plan will be achieved in line withe national legal and administrative

framework.
The following table lists the activities to be ¢ad out with respect to the regular monitoring

of the works to be carried out in line with the edijves determined within the scope of the

Management Plan.
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Monitoring Indicators for Gordion Management Plan (for 5 Years)

ARCHAEOLOGY, 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
RESEARCH, AND
DOCUMENTATION | Formulating a 5-year Supporting and ensuring Registering all artifacts
plan for excavations inthe completion of the originating from Gordion
the Citadel Mound Project currently] and displayed in our
implemented by museums on the MUES
Hacettepe University database
PROTECTION AND | 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

SAFETY

Employing security staff
for the Citadel Mound

Placing infrared
surveillance cameras at
suitable locations in the
Citadel Mound

Completing the
conservation of Terrace
Buildings

Preparing landscaping
projects for the Tumuli
and Mounds

Completing the
maintenance, repairs,
and restoration of
monumental buildings
from the Early Phrygian
Period

Informing the local
public to stop
agricultural activities
immediately

Completing the
conservation of Pebble
Mosaic Pavement

Providing a mudbrick
drainage system to the
Tumuli affected by
erosion and allowing for
the growth of endemic
plants on Tumuli

Restoring the upper
elements of the South
Gate in their original
position

Placing suitable
extinguishants at suitabl
designated areas withi
the Citadel Mound tg
counteract fire hazard

Placing warning sign

yboards at suitable

nlocations for the Tumuli
and Mounds subject to
intensive agricultural
activities

Rerouting field roads
running through certain
Tumuli in the region

Preparing a new

transportation master
plan for the area passin
by Tumulus MM

Keeping
number

an
of

adequat
fire

eldentifying the Tumuli in
need of priority fencing

Cancellation of the
cadastral road to presery

Implementing “Sakarya
River Basin
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extinguishers in Gordion and starting the fencing | Tumulus T6 Management”
Museum and informing operation
security staff on
emergency fire responses
to counteract fire hazard
Preparing an emergency Undertaking an
action plan to counteract emergency salvage
fire hazard in and around excavation in Tumulus
Tumuli and in the T1
general area
PRESENTATION, | 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
PROMOTION, AND
TOURISM Completing the Constructing a car park | Increasing the number of Delimiting, and| Developing urban
feasibility studies and at a suitable location for| “audio guides” available | completing the| design projects in the
acquiring the necessary| visitors to the Citadel at Gordion Museum and| infrastructure  for, 4 settlements of
permissions for hot air | Mound Tumulus MM cycling path reaching Yassihoyik,
balloon tours in the area Gordion along the Kiranharmani, and
Phrygian Way Sazilar

Organising a “Gordion”
photography competition

Improving the footway
on the Citadel Mound

Constructing an
environmentally
compatible watch tower
and observation terrace
a suitable location to
allow visitors to perceive
Tumuli and the local
landscape as a whole

Placing direction signs
and markings showing

athe route of the Phrygiarn
Way

of exhibition

the way to Gordion along opportunities in
Gordion Museum and

exhibiting the Phrygian
Life to visitors with the

use of digital
technologies

Increasing the number

Preparing short
promotional videos to be
posted on social media
outlets

Delimiting the touring
route extending from
Tumulus MM to the
Citadel Mound,

constructing and

Informing visitors on the
importance and spatial
connection of Gordion
and its environs for the

Pitched Battle of Sakarya conservation areas of th

Constructing trekking
routes between Tumuli
for visitors with
consideration for the

Promoting the

11}

availability of hostels
for overnight stays
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landscaping a pedestria
road, and placing
relevant direction signs

n and the war fronts

Tumuli

Offering and promoting
free-of-charge shuttle
service from Polatlh
Rapid Train (YHT)
Station to the site in pea
months

Converting the currently
idle library building,
constructed by METU, in
Yassihoyik into 4
k promotion office

Placing promotional and
guiding plates of
information on Gordion
in the tourism
destinations located in
the surroundings

Developing events for
outdoor sports along
routes to be designated
between the Tumuli and
the Mounds

Organising a “Gordion
Festival” regularly and
sustainably and making
it an annually organised
traditional event

Designating suitable
areas for visitors wishing
to stay in tents

SOCIO-
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

Raising local awareness
on the economic value o
their products in order to
allow them to benefit
from the economic gains
arising from local
tourism

Choosing a  suitabl

f location for sales units t
be employed for the sal
of agricultural produce
by local people

> Establishing a Rurg

p Cooperative to manag
eproduct sales in th
settlement

Organising educational
courses on the productig
of handicrafts

Designating the old

Nvillage school on the
road connecting Tumuli
GM and MM to the
Citadel Mound as an are
for the woman of the
village to exhibit their
handicrafts and home-
made food

Establishing thematic
production workshops
where local people can
work, and visitors can
awatch work in progress
with the aim of
developing souvenirs
recounting the Phrygian
culture and produced

with ancient
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technologies of

production
Implementing
entrepreneurship courses
and KOSGEB training
programmes for young
individuals, women, and
family members in ling
with  their areas o
interest
LAND USE AND 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
SPATIAL
PLANNING Protecting (via Preparing a simple Considering the Formulating an
registration) important | maintenance and repairs presentation of the site | expropriation
examples of traditional | manual for the users to | and its compatibility with| programmes for
civil architecture in the | protect examples of the landscape in the privately owned Tumuli
rural settlements in the | traditional architecture in| planning of the steppe | and mounds

locality and preparing
emergency restoration
projects for damaged
examples

the locality

park or touring route in
the archaeological site

Preparing “design
manuals” on the basis of]
the fabric and
architectural
characteristics of the
settlements in the
villages

Developing proposals t
prevent pollution
induced by waste in
Porsuk and Sakarya
Rivers

O

Revising Yassihdyiik
Conservation

Development Plan
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EDUCATION

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

Ensuring that local youth
contribute to the project
activities on Gordion as
local stakeholders and
forming local history
groups

Organising training
programmes to allow
local students to act as
tour guides in and aroun
Gordion under the
Cultural Heritage
Education Programme
(CheP)

Incorporating the
Cultural Heritage
Education Programme
(CheP)in the curricula
of local high schools
and secondary schools

Starting “Gordion Schoo
Clubs” in local schools
and employing these
groups during events to
be organised for the site
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Continuous/Regular Monitoring Indicators for Gordio n Management Plan

ARCHAEOLOGY, Identification of areas to be | Continuing geophysical
RESEARCH, AND preserved as is and areas | research in and around
DOCUMENTATION | requiring priority excavation | Gordion
and research with respect to
the Tumuli and Mounds in
the region and planning of
research and excavations
accordingly
PROTECTION AND | Monitoring the movements | Removing dry weeds in and Formulating plans of suitabl¢ Continuing with the Continuing with the
SAFETY of Sakarya River around the Citadel Mound t¢ Protective responses to structural stability monitoring of
counteract fire hazard protect excavated sites monitoring of the area temperature and )
gztseonry walls in the Citadel (ra?n, snow, and changes in chamber in Tumulus MM | 55104 the year in
temperature, etc.) erosion Tumulus MM
PRESENTATION, Offering and promoting free{ Maintaining the organisatior) Maintaining the organisation
of-charge shuttle service i i i
PROMOTION, AND forn Pc?latll Rapid Train (l\)/:‘ig;es I_?:]eerztilgog:)ll:lng of Gordion Half Marathon
TOURISM (YHT) Station to the site in
peak months
LAND USE AND Ensuring the conservation o
SPATIAL the steppe landscape as a
PLANNING whole with its ecological
elements
EDUCATION Maintaining the organisation| Developing international Developing international Developing international
of training activities cultural exchange cultural exchange cultural exchange
implemented by AAMM and| programmes and cooperatignprogrammes and cooperatignprogrammes and cooperatign

GAP

(with European Union Youth
Exchange Programmes, etc
to encourage accomplished
young individuals in the
locality

(with European Union Youth
)Exchange Programmes, etc
to encourage accomplished
young individuals in the
locality

(with European Union Youth

) Exchange Programmes, etc|

to encourage accomplished
young individuals in the
locality
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