
POSSIBILITY OF ELABORATION OF A CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE STATES 
PARTIES, THE WORLD HERITAGE CENTRE AND THE ADVISORY BODIES  

Resolution: 22 GA 10 

The General Assembly, 

1. Having examined Document WHC/19/22.GA/10, 

2. Recalling Decisions 42 COM 12 and 43 COM 13 of the World Heritage Committee 
adopted respectively in 2017 and 2018, 

3. Recalling also the need to respect the highest standards of integrity and transparency 
of working methods within the process of decision-making of the Governing bodies of 
the Convention, 

4. Emphasizing the collective responsibility of all stakeholders – States Parties, World 
Heritage Centre and the Advisory Bodies – to uphold the integrity and the credibility of 
the World Heritage Convention and, as such, expecting all stakeholders to conduct 
themselves according to the highest ethical standards of professionalism, equity and 
transparency, 

5. Also recognizing the important reforms of the nomination process and state of 
conservation review process currently underway, 

6. Noting the informal consultations between the States Parties to the Convention and 
also noting the debates held at the 22nd session of the General Assembly of States 
Parties, 

7. Further recognizing that a Code of Conduct or a Statement of Ethical Principles or 
equivalent text is not legally binding, but stakeholders are called upon to honour its 
contents, 

8. Decides to establish an open-ended working group of States Parties to the Convention, 
with the mandate to develop, for consideration by the 23rd session of the General 
Assembly of States Parties, a Code of Conduct, or a Statement of Ethical Principles or 
equivalent text;  

9. Encourages States Parties to provide extra-budgetary funding for the open-ended 
working group; 

10. Also decides that the open-ended working group shall: 

a) elect a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and a Rapporteur at its first meeting, 

b) prepare and adopt its own timetable at its first meeting, 

c) prepare and submit, in view of consideration by the General Assembly of States 
Parties, a draft Code of Conduct or a Statement of Ethical Principles or 
equivalent text, 

d) determine how best to engage the World Heritage Centre and the Advisory 
Bodies in the process at the appropriate time; 

11. Requests the World Heritage Centre in order to assist the work of the open-ended 
working group, to compile a comprehensive list of existing, binding and non-binding 
elements which could be referenced in a Code of Conduct, or a Statement of Ethical 
Principles or equivalent text; 

12. Finally requests the open-ended working group to submit to the General Assembly of 
States Parties at its 23rd session a report on its work, including a draft Code of 
Conduct, or a Statement of Ethical Principles or equivalent text. 


