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Introduction

Within the State of Rajasthan, six extensive and majestic forts together reflect the elaborate,
fortified seats of power of Rajput princely states that flourished between the 8th and 18th
centuries. The extensive fortifications, up to 20 kilometres in circumference, optimized
various kinds of hilly terrain, at Chittaurgarh, Kumbhalgarh and Amer, riverside at Gagron,
the dense forests at Ranthambore, and the desert at Jaisalmer, which exhibit an important
phase in the development of an architectural typology based on established “traditional Indian
principles of fortifications”. The vocabularies of architectural forms share much common
ground with other greater styles, such as Sultanate and Mughal forts. Rajput style was not
‘unique’, but the particular manner in which Rajput architecture was eclectic (drawing
inspiration from antecedents and neighbours) together with its degree of influence over later
regional styles (such as Maratha architecture) do make it distinctive.

As a former capital of the Sisodia clan and the target of three famous historical sieges,
Chittaurgarh is strongly associated with Rajput history and folklore. Furthermore, the sheer
number and variety of architectural remains dating from the 8th to the 16th centuries, mark it
as an exceptional fort in its scale and monumentality comparable to very few other Indian
forts. Kumbhalgarh was constructed in a single process and (apart from the palace of Fateh
Singh, added later) retains its architectural coherence. Its design is attributed to an architect
known by name-Mandan-who was also an author and theorist at the court of Rana Kumbha in
Chittaurgarh. This combination of factors is highly exceptional. Situated in the middle of
forest, Ranthambore is an established exemplar of forest hill fort. In the remains of the
pa;ace of Hammir are among the oldest surviving structures of an Indian palace. Gagron is
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an exemplar of a river-protected fort. In addition its strategic location in a pass in the hills
reflects it control of trade routes. Amber Palace is representative of a key phase (17th
century) in the development of a common Rajput-Mughal court style, embodied in the
buildings and gardens added to Amber by Mirza Raja Jai Singh. Jaisalmer is an example of a
hill fort in desert terrain. The extensive township contained within it from the outset, still
inhabited today, and the group of Jain temples, make it an important (and in some respects
even unique) example of a sacred and secular (urban) fort. These properties are inscribed in
the World Heritage List under

Criteria (ii): The Hill Forts of Rajasthan exhibit an important interchange of Princely Rajput
ideologies in fort planning, art and architecture from the early medieval to late medieval
period, within the varied physiographic and cultural zones of Rajasthan. Although Rajput
architecture shared much common ground with other regional styles, such as Sultanate and
Mughal architecture, it was eclectic, drawing inspiration from antecedents and neighbours,
and had a degree of influence over later regional styles such as Maratha architecture.

Criteria (iii): The series of six massive hill forts are architectural manifestations of Rajput
valour, bravery, feudalism and cultural traditions, documented in several historic texts and
paintings of the medieval and late medieval period in India. Their elaborate fortifications,
built to protect not only garrisons for defence but also palatial buildings, temples, and urban
centres, and their distinctive Rajput architecture, are an exceptional testimony to the cultural
traditions of the ruling Rajput clans and to their patronage of religion, arts and literature in
the region of Rajasthan over several centuries.

As per recommendations of the 40th session of the World Heritage Committee, the report on
state of conservation in regards to Hill Forts of Rajasthan is as below:

1. Despite the Committee's repeated requests, the Management Plan for Jaisalmer Fort
has not yet been provided to the World Heritage Centre for review by the Advisory
Bodies before its adoption, and urges the State Party to submit this document as a
matter of priority, together with the requested sub-plans, by 1 December 2018;
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The final Site Management Plan of Jaisalmer Fort has been prepared by ASI (Archaeological
Survey of India), after due consultation from various stakeholders which includes State
administration, District administration and Local residents.
2. The State Party to submit an update on progress with conservation and infrastructure
work at Jaisalmer Fort, along with details of any unauthorised constructions and how
these are being addressed
RESPONSE
2.a) STATE OF CONSERVATION FOR JAISALMER FORT
The following conservation works have been undertaken in Jaisalmer Fort:


Conservation and Restoration work of Pitching wall in between section I and II

The lower portion of the pitching wall was bulging, resulting in loose veneered stones. Dry
rubble stone base was provided below the cement concrete foundation. Old and new ashlar
stone masonry was laid in lime sand mortar with weep holes and interlocking joints, for
proper passage of water. The walls were filled with gravels with sand, retained by geo
synthetic membrane and fixed with stainless steel pins in rocky face soil to clamp membrane.






Before



After

Conservation and restoration work of outer bastion no:38

The bulged, decayed and loose veneer ashlar stone was taken out. Then soiling of 22.5 cm
thick dry rubble stone soiling was provided under the bastion footing. Cement concrete was
laid in the foundation of the bastion and intervening wall and then ashlar face course rubble
masonry in lime mortar is restored. The hollow space behind the wall filled with earth/soil
mixed with rubble.
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Before



After

Conservation of dilapidated portion of pitching wall near police chowki

The portion of the pitching wall in front of Police Chowki was dilapidated and out of plumb.
The bulged portion was dismantled and stacked. 25 cm dry rubble stone soiling base was
provided below the cement concrete in foundation. Cement concrete was provided in
foundation. Old and new ashlar stone masonry was resettled with lime mortar with weep
holes for seepage of water from slope of the hillock.
Core

filling

Before



was

done

in

Random

Rubble

stone

masonry.

After

Conservation of dilapidated portion of pitching wall shiv road

The pitching wall along Shiv road was decayed, dislodged and bulging and garbage was
accumulated on the top of slope surface of the wall. Conservation works of the wall were
taken up. Firstly, the garbage was cleared and the existing out of plumb stone veneering was
removed. The base surface of the wall was cut in slope to provide dry rubble masonry on a
properly prepared base. The ashlar stone masonry wall was reset as per original in lime
mortar with the provision of required weep holes over rubble masonry core.
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Before

After

2.b) STATE OF INFRASTRUCTURE WORK AT JAISALMER FORT
The Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure Development Project (RUIDP), a state government
enterprise carried out following developmental works within the fort for proper laying of
underground pipelines for drinking water, sewerage and electric and telephone cables. All
works have been completed. The details are as below:
1. Sewerage System: Work of all zones inside the fort has been completed and
households have been connected with the sewerage system laid by RUIDP except 19
houses in the Mohri portion. Directions have been issued from Municipal Council to
these houses for joining after redesigning their flow. The work in Mohri portion could
not be taken up by RUIDP due to restrictions form ASI. Rest sewerage system in the
fort is under working condition.

2. Water Supply: The work of water supply has been completed. The system was
designed to supply through OHSR which is abandoned and supply was being done
through booster system by old network. Interconnections have been done for ensuring
supply through RUIDP lines with direct booster system by PHED (Public Health
Engineering Department) in March 2019 and now water supply is being done through
new system laid by RUIDP.

3. Electric and Telephone Cables: Work has been completed after suggestions from
respective line departments.
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2.c) DETAILS OF UNAUTHORISED CONSTRUCTIONS AND HOW THESE ARE
BEING ADDRESSED
The term ” Encroachment” is used as : Any unauthorized construction or repair work done
in the protected area of a centrally protected monument without taking prior permission from
the competent authority is termed as encroachment and there is a standard procedure to
address the same.
In order to address the issue of encroachment, the following procedure is followed:
As per the provisions of AMASR Act 1958 & Rules 1959, firstly a notice is issued to the
offender by respective sub-circle office and to remove the encroachment within a stipulated
time. If he does not remove the encroachment within the given time, then a separate show
cause notice is issued by Jodhpur circle office for removal of the same and the copy of this
notice is endorsed to all the local administration including District Collector and
Superintendent of Police, etc. If the offender still doesn’t remove the encroachment then the
Directorate office, ASI, New Delhi is approached for issuing a Demolition Notice to the
offender and lastly a Demolition Order is issued by D.G. for demolishing the said
encroachment with the help of district administration.

3. Notes that the legal challenge to the mining and blasting controls in the setting of
Chittorgarh Fort introduced in 2012 is still being considered by the Supreme Court,
and also requests the State Party to provide more details on this matter and, as the
relaxation of these controls was only temporary, to confirm that they are still in place
and enforced;
3.a) Regarding legal challenge to the mining and blasting controls in the setting of
Chittorgarh Fort in Hon'ble Supreme Court, the High Court order dated on 2012 is cited
below as:
“Accordingly, we make the interim order absolute and direct that no mining activities and
blasting shall take place within 10 kms fort wall. The mining leases granted within 10 kms
from fort wall are cancelled. The Birla Cement as well as mine holders are directed to make
payment of compensation to the tune of Rs. 5 crores(Five Crores only), out of which, 90%
shall be paid by Birla Cement and the remaining amount shall be paid by other mine holders
involved in blasting. The amount of compensation shall be kept at the disposal of
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and be utilized for repair and upkeep of the fort in
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question. The plan to repair damages and improve facilities be submitted to this Court within
four months. With the aforesaid directions, the writ petition is allowed. No costs.”
As per current situation, since last 4 years this office has not noticed any mining by machines
and blasting activities in the surrounding area of the Chittorgarh fort, Dist Chittorgarh. The
mining and blasting activities are controlled by the Hon'ble court order.
4. Finally requests the State Party to submit to the World Heritage Centre, by 1 December
2019, an updated report on the state of conservation of the property and the implementation
of the above, for examination by the World Heritage Committee at its 44th session in 2020
3.b) STATE OF CONSERVATION FOR CHITTAURGARH FORT:


Repair of old Railing/Jali Railing and increase of height of dwarf wall along the
Road side from View Point to Topkhana building at Chittaurgarh fort

Old railing/jail railing in concrete blocks was taken out and was stacked properly for re-use.
Loose and damaged rubble stone masonry of old dwarf wall was stacked at suitable place in
order to re-use. Earthwork was carried out for laying foundation that included levelling,
dressing and disposal of surplus earth. After levelling, cement concrete was laid, above which
random rubble stone masonry dwarf wall was laid in surkhi course sand mortar. Old Railing
was fixed in cement concrete with mild steel angle frame and wire gauge. Once jali railing
was laid, concrete coping was provided over random rubble stone masonry dwarf wall and
pillar top. Dwarf wall was finished with lime surkhi sand mortar plaster of 20mm thickness.
Mild steel angle frame and 16 mm square bar grill with spike head and interlocking
arrangements were provided. Finally was painted with synthetic enamel paints.

Before

After
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Construction of Masonry Pedestal for Loose Architectural Fragments near Vijay
Stambh at Chittaurgarh Fort.

Earth work was carried out in foundation to level, dress the sides and bottom of surplus earth.
Random rubble stone masonry wall was laid in lime surkhi sand mortar. Loose soil was laid
in lower level for levelling, dressing and preparing base. Mild steel railing was fixed with
spikes in cement concrete. Gate and railing were painted with synthetic enamel paint. Cement
concrete coping was laid over random rubble stone masonry. The surface was plastered with
lime surkhi coarse sand mortar. Thick flag stone flooring over lime concrete base was laid in
lime surkhi coarse sand mortar. Pointing was done on random rubble masonry dwarf wall,
pillars and pedestals in lime surkhi coarse sand mortar.

After

Before



Before



After

Construction of M.S. Grill enclosure to Display of Architectural Fragments and to
protect the area in the Vijay Stambh area at Chittaurgarh Fort.

Earth work was carried out in foundation to level, dress the sides and bottom of surplus earth.
Cement concrete was laid in foundation. Random rubble stone masonry dwarf wall was
constructed in lime surkhi coarse sand mortar etc. Mild steel grill fencing with iron frame
angle and square bar grill with spike heads was provided and fixed in cement concrete block.
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Gate was fixed with angle iron frame of square bar grills. The grill and Iron Gate were
painted with synthetic enamel paints over red oxide primer coat. Cement concrete coping was
laid over random rubble stone masonry. Recess pointing was done on Randon rubble
masonry dwarf wall. Thick plaster of Lime surkhi coarse sand mortar was done over random
rubble dwarf wall.

Before



After

Construction of Masonry Pedestal for Loose Sculptures at Topkhana at
Chittaurgarh Fort:-

Earth work was carried out in foundation to level, dress the sides and bottom of surplus earth.
Loose soil was laid in lower level for levelling, dressing and preparing base. Cement concrete
was laid in foundation. Random rubble stone masonry dwarf wall was constructed in lime
surkhi coarse sand mortar etc. Mild steel railing with spikes was fixed in cement concrete.
The grill was painted in enamel paints. Cement concrete coping was laid over random rubble
stone masonry dwarf wall, pillars and pedestals. Thick plaster of Lime surkhi coarse sand
mortar was done. Thick Flag stone flooring was laid over lime concrete base in Lime surkhi
coarse sand mortar. Recess pointing was done on Randon rubble masonry dwarf wall in lime
surkhi coarse sand mortar.

Before

After
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Manpura Bhanpura Haveli at Chittaurgarh

After De-vegetation and clearing of debris, missing/fallen ancient structures and walls were
restored with dry random rubble stone masonry. Recessed pointing in lime surkhi sand mortar
was done. Lime concrete flooring was done in ancient structure with lime surkhi sand mortar
after giving proper levelling and slope.

Before



After

Conservation of Ghee Tel ki Baori at Chittaurgarh Fort:-

The baori was deposited with debris and ashlar masonry. After de-vegetation, and removal of
debris, restoration of baori started, with random rubble stone masonry laid in Lime surkhi
coarse sand mortar matching with the original. Out of plumb ashlar stone and loose stones
from different areas like steps, platform and face stone of wall of baori were taken out and
were kept separately for repairing. New Ashlar stone in lime surkhi sand mortar were laid in
steps, platform and face stone that included cutting and interlocking each and clamping with
stainless steel.

Before

After
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Restoration of western wall and the outer wall of Ghee Baori:Earthwork was carried in approach pavement that included levelling, dressing and disposal of
surplus earth. Recessed pointing in lime surkhi sand mortar mixed with water proofing and
colouring pigment was done, which included raking, raking, cleaning and washing out the
exposed joints. Pathway foundation was laid in cement concrete over which flag stone
flooring was provided over lime concrete base.

Before



After

Development of area between Kumbha Palace and Vijay Stambh Phase I
Clearance of debris and removal of vegetation from Tel Baori and surrounding
area at Chittaurgarh Fort.

After de-vegetation, and removal of debris, restoration and conservation of Baori started.
Architectural members were sorted and were stacked at proper place, whereas the debris was
disposed properly. Restoration and conservation of the ancient baori with brick masonry in
lime surkhi sand mortar. Lime concrete flooring was done in ancient structure with lime
surkhi sand mortar after giving proper levelling and slope.

Before

After
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Fencing of Protected area
a) From the rear gate of Vijay Stambh to Kumbhashyam temple (A) and

The existing railing was removed and stacked at proper place. De -vegetation was done to
create proper workplace and surplus debris was disposed of. The loose dry random rubble
stone masonry wall was removed to create working place for construction of dwarf wall
including sorting out serviceable stones and stacking it for re-use.
Earthwork in excavation was carried to lay foundation that included levelling, dressing and
disposal of surplus earth. Foundation was laid in cement concrete. Course rubble stone
masonry in dwarf wall was constructed in lime surkhi coarse sand mortar. Mild steel railing
with spikes was fixed in cement concrete. The grill was painted in enamel paints. Cement
concrete coping was laid over dwarf wall. Flush pointing of the course rubble stone masonry
dwarf wall and pillars was done in lime surkhi mortar.

Before

After

b) From Kalika Mata Temple to Padamini Palace (B) at Chittaurgarh Fort.:
De -vegetation was done to create proper workplace and surplus debris was disposed of. The
loose dry random rubble stone masonry wall was removed to create working place for
construction of dwarf wall including sorting out serviceable stones and stacking it for re-use.
Earthwork in excavation was carried to lay foundation that included levelling, dressing and
disposal of surplus earth. Foundation was laid in cement concrete. Course rubble stone
masonry in dwarf wall was constructed in lime surkhi coarse sand mortar. Mild steel railing
with spikes and Mild steel gate was fixed in cement concrete. The grill and gate were painted
in enamel paint after a coat of red oxide primer. Flush pointing of the course rubble stone
masonry dwarf wall and pillars was done in lime surkhi mortar.
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Before



After

Kumbha Palace at Chittaurgarh Fort

The missing/ broken pieces of Chajja stone were restored with fine chisel dressed with lime
surkhi coarse sand mortar with the help of chain pulley block matching with the original
stones. Flush pointing was done in Lime surkhi mortar mixed with water proofing compound
and colouring pigment. Existing damaged / missing lime flooring was removed after sorting
out serviceable stones and disposal of unserviceable material/debries/soil. Lime concrete
flooring was laid in Ancient structures in lime surkhi coarse sand mortar after levelling and
proper slope matching with the original was provided. Stone flooring was done over lime
concrete base. Moulding was done with lime surkhi mortar matching with original on
kangooras.

Before



After

Restoration of Damaged/Fallen fortification wall near More Magari at
Chittaurgarh Fort

De -vegetation was done to create proper workplace and surplus debris was disposed of. The
random rubble stone masonry wall was removed to create workplace for restoration of the
missing/damaged wall that included sorting out serviceable stones and stacking it for re-use.
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Restoration of fortification wall and ancient structures was carried out with dry random
rubble stone masonry in Lime surkhi coarse sand mortar matching with the original. Recessed
pointing of the old and restored fortification wall was carried out in lime surkhi coarse sand
mortar. The damaged drainage system of fortification wall was restored by providing proper
slope for outlet.

Before



After

Restoration of Nagina Moti Bazar and the adjacent fortification at Chittaurgarh
Fort

Workplace was created after removal of vegetation and disposal of debris, which done few
kilometres away from the site. Restoration of ancient structures and fortification wall and top
water tightening of wall was carried out in random rubble stone masonry in lime surkhi
coarse sand mortar matching with the original mortar. Recessed pointing was carried out in
lime surkhi coarse sand mortar mixed with water proofing compound and colouring pigment.
Lime concrete flooring was laid in lime surkhi coarse sand mortar after ramming, levelling
and proper slope was provided matching with the original after removal of existing
dead/damaged lime concrete floor. New Ashlar stone was provided in lime surkhi coarse sand
in steps and platform. Ornamental/moulded design (Pan dasa) stone was fixed in lime surkhi
coarse sand mortar.

Before

After
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Surface and condition mapping/documentation of Chittaurgarh Fort and
Acquiring Tools and plan required for execution of work.

De- vegetation was done to facilitate Total Station Survey. Surface and condition mapping
/documentation of Chittaurgarh fort was carried out by total station survey. The nature of
documentation included the comprehensive surface mapping of all the archaeological remains
within the fort by conducting a Total station survey. Preparation of catalogues of the same
and detailed pre-conservation drawings of the structures to be conserved was also done
meticulously.

ONGOING WORKS


Restoration of rubble pathway near Suraj Pole-Phase I at Chittaurgarh Fort

All the random rubble stones from undulated areas of the existing pathway were taken out in
order to provide proper levelling and also for relaying of pathway. Exposing/cleaning of
deposit/ debris and random rubble masonry was carried out which included sorting out
serviceable stones/ stacking it at proper place for re-use and disposal of the unserviceable
material. Earthwork in excavation was carried to lay foundation that included levelling,
dressing and disposal of surplus earth. Random rubble stone masonry along with old
available stones was laid in pavement of the pathwayin lime surkhi coarse sand mortar.
Recessed pointing was carried out on random rubble stone laid pathway in lime surkhi
coarse sand mortar that included raking out , cleaning and washing out the joints.

Before



After

Providing and relaying damaged approach flag stone pathway in Kumbha Palace
Complex at Chittorgarh fort, Distt. Chittorgarh.

All the existing dead/badly damage/missing lime concrete/flag stone flooring and hard soil
was removed. After sorting out serviceable material, it was stacked properly and
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unserviceable material was disposed away. Cement concrete was laid after ramming;
levelling and proper slope was provided over which Nimbhahera New flag stone flooring was
laid.

Before



After

Providing and laying approach pathway from Shringar Chauri to Horticulture
entrance gate Bhama Shah’s Haveli at Chittaurgarh Fort

De-vegetation was done to create proper work place. Earth work in excavation was carried
out that included levelling, dressing, and disposing of surplus earth. Cement concrete was laid
after proper ramming, levelling and providing proper slope, over which Nimbhahera flag
stone flooring was laid. Recessed pointing was done that included racking out the joints and
cleaning and washing the exposed joint. Course rubble dwarf wall in lime surkhi was
constructed and recessed pointing was done. Mild steel railing was provided along the
pathway. Railing was painted with enamel paints. Stone coping was fixed on the top of dwarf
wall.

Before



After

Providing and laying approach pathway from Padmini Palace to back side entrance
gate in garden complex at Chittaurgarh Fort
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The old damaged cement concrete from rear portion of Chatri near Padmani Talab was
demolished and the unserviceable material was thrown. Earth work in excavation was carried
out that included levelling, dressing, and disposing of surplus earth. Cement concrete was laid
at the base after proper ramming, leveling and providing proper slope, over which
Nimbhahera flag stone flooring was laid.
Recessed pointing was done that included racking out the joints and cleaning and washing the
exposed joint. Course rubble dwarf wall was constructed in lime surkhi mixed with methi,
Gur Belgiri & Babul Gum Additives material. And recessed pointing was done. Mild steel
railing was provided along the pathway. Railing was painted with enamel paints. Stone
coping was fixed on the top of dwarf wall.

Before



After

Providing & Fixing the Signages at access point on Highway/road and temple
complex, CNB, Benches and dustbin at Chittorgarh fort, Distt. Chittorgarh.

The old random rubble stone masonry pedestal of old signages at different locations was
dismantled. Stone benches were fixed. The thick Sava/Nimbhera/Bijoliya or other local
quarry matching stone signages with engraved texts fixed at various locations. Fixed
veneering stone in CNB and signage’s plat form with engraving design, mouldings and
carvings
Stone dustbins with mouldings were also installed at different locations. Retro-Reflecting
direction boards are fixed at access point of highway/ road fixed with Aluminium sheet fixed
in frame. Earth work in excavation was carried out that included levelling, dressing, and
disposing of surplus earth. Cement concrete was laid at the base after proper curing,
compaction etc. Course rubble masonry platform was laid for CNB Boards and signage in
cement mortar. Recessed pointing was done on course rubble stone masonry platform in lime
surkhi mortar.
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Before



After

Restoration and Conservation of Ratan Singh Palace & outer fallen wall and other
portion at Chittaurgarh Fort

De-vegetation was done to create proper work place. Debris were removed and architectural
members were stacked properly. Loose and damaged Random rubble stone masonry were
stacked properly for re-use. Earth work in excavation was carried out that included levelling,
dressing, and disposing of surplus earth. Cement concrete was laid at the base over which
random rubble stone masonry dwarf wall was laid in lime surkhi coarse sand mortar and
recessed pointing was done. Nimbhahera Flag stone flooring was done over Lime sand surkhi
mortar. Recessed pointing was carried out of the flag stone which included racking out the
joints, cleaning and washing the exposed joints.

Before

After
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Conservation and development of Hathi Kund and Khatan Baowri at Chittorgarh
Fort, Distt. Chittorgarh

De-vegetation was done to create proper work place. Debris lying in the kund were removed
and the serviceable material was stacked separately. Fallen random rubble masonry was sort
and was kept properly for re-use. Restoration of ancient structures and random rubble stone
masonary wall was carried out. Earth work in excavation for approach pathway was carried
out that included levelling, dressing, and disposing of surplus earth. Recessed pointing was
carried out in Lime surkhi coarse sand mortar that included racking out the joints, cleaning
and washing the exposed joints. Scaffolding was erected at site for carrying the material and
for execution of works.

Before

After

19

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN
FOR
JAISALMER FORT
JAISALMER, RAJASTHAN

Prepared for:
NATIONAL CULTURAL FUND
NEW DELHI

Prepared by:
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CULTURE,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
24, TILAK MARG, NEW DELHI-110001
DEC 2019

PREFACE
Jaisalmer Fort is declared as Monument of National Importance under The Ancient and Historical
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Declaration of National Importance) Act, 1951
(No LXXI of 1951) cited as “Jaisalmer fort including Ancient temples”. By virtue of protection,
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1958 shall be
applicable to said property “Jaisalmer fort including Ancient temples”.

Jaisalmer fort has been a living fort since ages or rather since the time it was constructed. The
Operational Guidelines emphasized on the importance of management arrangements to be in place as
a pre- requisite for nomination and insisted on the preparation of a Site Management Plan before a site
is inscribed on the World Heritage List, since management Plan is an effective way of managing
World Heritage Sites. Therefore, to fulfil this obligation the Site Management Plan for Jaisalmer Fort
was initiated where the site managing agencies, local authorities, other stakeholders and interested
parties were considered and included in a comprehensive Management Plan.

The SMP is an outcome of vigorous collective effort of Archaeological Survey of Survey (ASI), State
Government of Rajasthan, Local governing bodies, National Cultural Fund (NCF) and other
stakeholders. Several researches and surveys were conducted in order to do the analysis.
Multidisciplinary team was formulated consisting of experts in different fields to complete the
document.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Jaisalmer Fort, Jaislamer, Rajasthan is protected as a Nationally Protected Monument notified
under The Ancient and Historical Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Declaration of
National Importance) Act,1951 (No LXXI of 1951) Under section 3 of this Act, AMASR
Amendment, 2010 as per Notified Act No.LXXI of 1951, dated 28.11.1951, cited the “Jaisalmer fort
including Ancient temples”.
The World Heritage Committee Inscribed the Hill Forts of Rajasthan, India, on the World Heritage
List on the basis of criteria (ii) and (iii) in the year 2013 during the 37th Session of the World
Heritage Committee (37COM). Jaisalmer Fort is one of the others Six Hill Forts to be inscribed.

Historical Background:
The foundation of the fort was laid on 12th July, 1155. The whole structure stands with 99 bastions
standing on Trikuta hill of around 250 ft high and its length and breadth are 1500 and 750 ft
respectively. After laying the foundation Rawal Jaisal could however complete only some parts of the
fort.
The fort of Jaisalmer was most probably completed sometime before 1244 AD by Rawal Salivahan II,
son and successor of Jaisal. However, between 13th century and early 14th century, the fortification
walls were constructed for defence purposes, beginning with the inner bastion walls.
The 15th century saw a spate of changes in the fort. With changing economy, growing importance as
a trading outpost and political prominence, Jaisalmer fort was attracting the interests of business
communities, namely the Oswal Jains. This was when the cluster of Jain temples was constructed
and subsequently the business community of the Oswal Jains also started to settle in the fort. These
temples attracted a large number of Jain munis.
Beginning of 17th -18th century witnessed The Mughal influence. During this period, Mughal
influence not only seeped into Jaisalmer’s economy and administration but also affected majorly in
the architectural styles in the later constructions in the Fort and court grandeur. Mulraj constructed the
Motimahal during the latter half of the 19th century. Later when Gaj Singh ascended the throne he
constructed the Gaj Villas in 1884. Maharawal Barisal, shifted the royal residence from Gajvillas
within the fort to the newly built palace at Amarsagar located at the base of the fort and from that
point onwards the pomp and splendour attaché to the royal palaces started fading.

The Jaisalmer Fort “A Living Fort “became a protected monument in 1956 AD. The efforts for the
conservation of the fort started by 1964, when Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) undertook major
preservation steps after preparing several reports and agreements with the royal house of Jaisalmer

fort. By 1971, there was a move to preserve the Jain temples. Jaisalmer Fort, comprises approximately
8 hectares of land area with the buffer zone having an additional area of 89 Hectares. It is situated on
Trikuta Hill rising 76 meters above the surrounding plain.

The task of preparation of SMP was initiated by National Cultural Fund, Ministry of Culture, with an
objective to safeguard the Built Heritage of the Fort. This was a multidisciplinary project.
National Cultural Fund had appointed “Sanrakshan heritage consultants Pvt, Ltd, New Delhi” for the
preparation of Site Management Plan for Jaisalmer Fort.

The proposed SMP has a Vision to sustain the Outstanding Universal Value of the Jaisalmer Fort and
to effectively manage the site in order to protect, conserve and present it to the public and to transmit
it to future generations.

The proposed vision can be only achieved by continually sustaining the state of conservation of all the
structures within Fort, which can be achieved through consultation and involvement of other agencies
and as well as of locals in the functioning inside the fort, helping visitors to have an emotionally
engaging experience and by promoting greater understanding of the issues, so that the solutions are
beneficial for all.
Another proposed vision of the SMP is to “Sustain the Living Traditions and Cultural Values of the
“Living Fort””. The Fort has an exceptional testimony to the Rajput cultural tradition and the socioeconomic strata of Rajasthan. The fort has architectural manifestations of Rajput valour, bravery,
feudalism and cultural traditions documented in several historic texts and paintings of the
medieval and late medieval period in India.

The Proposed Plan outlines the main issues/ challenges of the fort and the potential opportunities
available. The persistent issues are addressed through a series of potential objectives and proposed
actions that are indented to fulfil the Main aim of the proposed SMP. As Jaisalmer Fort is a “Living
Fort”, it is important that proposed management strategies should do not only have an just
Monumental approach but take local community issues as priority, and the proposed management
strategies are formulated keeping ground realities as priority with a target to fill in the gaps which
persist and are detrimental for fort so that balanced approach is followed throughout over the years.

The SMP is a dynamic document to address all the persistent issues. The proposed actions Plans along
with timelines may change from time to time as the per the ground realities. The SMP has broadly
been classified under different Chapters:

Issues and Objectives
The SMP highlights different issues and derives at various objectives through detailed analysis of the
issues. The Issues have been broadly classified under:
•

Structure related

•

Issue 1: No comprehensive management frame work for the fort, which would narrow the
existing communication gap between government agencies and inhabitants of fort

•

Issue 2: Rapid increase of unauthorized hotels/ restaurants/ guest houses inside the fort.

•

Issue 3: Deterioration and bulging of fort wall due to pressure exerted from wet soil within,
due to water seepage.

•

Issue 4: Overhead electrical supply lines running very close to the houses, degrading
aesthetics of the historic place and is a potential fire hazard

•

Issue 5: Solid waste disposal from fort & regular cleaning

•

Issue 6: deteriorating built historic fabric, specially fort wall and bastions

•

Issue 7: Lack of financial incentives leading to deterioration of historic fabric

•

Issue 9: Lack of proper interpretation of fort and amenities for visitors

•

Issue 10: Lack of opportunities and professional prospects for youth

•

Issue 11: No risk management plan for the fort

•

Issue 12: No clear ownership title of the properties

•

Issue 13: Stray animals on the streets of fort are potential threat to the visitors and locals

•

Issue 14: No reuse programme for historic places

•

Issue 15: No database and records of previous scholarly research work done till date

•

Issue 16: Lack of monitoring mechanisms

•

Issue 17: No regular review procedures to evaluate progress

•

Issue 18: Deterioration of fort wall and bastions

List of Objectives for the Proposed Management Plan according to which Recommendations
are formulated are given below:
•

Objective1 :

Preparation of Comprehensive Management Framework that is implemented,

Monitored and reviewed through active and effective partnership of bodies
•

Objective2:

To organize and regulate hotels/restaurants/guesthouses within the fort as per

Management Framework and guidelines
•

Objective3 :

To take measures to reduce water seepage inside the fort

•

Objective4:

To improve safety of inhabitants/visitors and enhance aesthetics of the built

Heritage by appropriate installation of services

•

Objective5:

To improve cleanliness/hygienic conditions inside fort.

•

Objective6

To conserve built heritage and archaeological remains as per international

standards and best practices. To ensure stability and safety of all the structures inside the fort
•

Objective7

To encourage stakeholders to retain and conserve their historic structures by

Offering incentives for them to do so
•

Objective8

To make the fort pedestrian friendly and no horn zone

•

Objective9

To enhance visitor experience of the fort

•

Objective10

Developing additional livelihood programs for the local population

•

Objective11

To develop comprehensive Risk preparedness Plan for the fort

•

Objective12

To establish a management system to demarcate clear ownership of property

•

Objective13

To make the fort free from stray animals

•

Objective14

To promote appropriate adaptive reuse of the historic buildings

•

Objective15

To createaresearchtankthatconsistsofallpreviousworkandpresentworkof

Scholars and organizations
•

Objective16

•

Objective17 Revisiting SMP periodically fort racking achievement of objectives

•

Objective18 To have proper conservation strategies for conservation of fort wall for coming

Periodic Monitoring of implementation of SMP and actions taken

years
Protection and Management of the Site:
Management Structuring plays a crucial role in the implementation and monitoring of Site
Management Plan in order to sustain and to retain the integrity and authenticity of the site. For better
implementation of the Management Plan the overall structuring plays a crucial role that requires the
support and participation of many organizations and individuals.
The implementation of the Proposed Management Plan shall require the support and participation
of many organizations and individuals. The proposed Plan itself can provides the direction for
coordinating this effort, but this requires a significant level of continued commitment and
resources if it is to succeed in protecting sustaining and improving the WHS for present and
future generations. It is suggested to formulate “JAISALMER FORT MANAGEMENT
AUTHORITY (JFMA)”, under State level Fort Apex Advisory Committee (SLFAAC). JFMA
shall be formulated under Urban Development Act of Government of Rajasthan.
JFMA would perform key functions of municipality within the defined boundary of Jaisalmer
Fort

including

implementing

regulations,

thus

ensuring

implementation of Management Plan easier as well as effective.

day-to-day

monitoring

and

The Proposed Plan elaborates structuring of Management Framework by delineating roles and
responsibilities of different agencies.
The chapter also outlines proposed procedures to undertake any conservation/ restoration/ repairs
works and also to carry out any kind of commercial activity inside Fort.

Apart from this the chapter highlights recommendations of proposed visitor management Plan,
proposed Livelihood Plan recommendations and proposed Risk preparedness Plan Recommendations.

Programme and Priorities for Action:
The chapter further elaborates the Tasks and the action plans to be undertaken to achieve each
objective. The Proposed action plans also outline the role of different agencies to full fill different
tasks and the time frame required for different Tasks. The time frame allocated for different Tasks
ranges from Immediate Actions and is planned for coming next 4 years.
The agencies included are: ASI, Fort Apex Committee, JFMA, UDH, Tourism department, PHE
Dept., Municipality, Public consultations, Hotel's Association, Police, local stakeholder e.t.c
The proposed Objectives with respective task are provided below:

S.NO OBJECTIVES
1 Preparation of Comprehensive
Management Framework that is
implemented, monitored and
reviewed through active and
effective partnership of bodies.

TASKS
Fort Apex Committee creates
linkages between the site and other agencies of the
central and state governments through Empowered
Committee.
Formation of management agency to manage, maintain and
monitor day-to-day activities of the fort, on behalf of Fort
Apex Committee.

2 To organize and regulate
hotels/restaurants/
guest
houses within the fort as per
Management Framework and
guidelines.

Subletting/ leasing of property for commercial use to be
restricted. Visitors to be discouraged from staying in
unregistered hotels/ guest houses.

3 To take measures to reduce water
Seepage inside the fort.

Implementation of water supply and sewerage plan as soon
as possible, integrating traditional drainage systems of ghut
nallis.

Promote appropriate adaptive
reuse of the historic buildings.

Shifting of underground main
water reservoir to outside the fort and retrofitting overhead
tank under strict monitoring and supervision of experts.
To ensure regular uninterrupted
24x7 water-supply - to prevent use of online boosters and
individual underground water storage tanks.

Creating awareness among locals
and encouraging them not to use/ construct underground
storage tanks inside the houses.
Proper installation of physical infrastructure like
4 To improve safety of the
inhabitants/visitors and enhance the water supply, electrical and telephone lines as per
RUIDP Plan under the supervision/ monitoring of
aesthetics of the built heritage by
appropriate installation of services. experts.
5 To improve cleanliness/ hygienic
conditions inside the fort.

Management and maintenance
Of fort cleaning and solid waste disposal.

6 To conserve built heritage and
archaeological remains as per
international standards and best
practices. To ensure stability and
safety of all the structures inside the
fort.

Preparation of conservation plan
for the fort wall, bastions, pitching wall and mori areas.
Making manual for repairing and other activities for
privately owned properties of the fort.
Implementation of repair
measures for privately owned properties in the fort.
Execution of conservation works
Develop a comprehensive conservation plan for the fort to
conserve the built fabric and archaeological remains.

7 To encourage stakeholders to
retain and conserve their historic
structures by offering incentives
for them to do so.

Regular monitoring & recording of
the condition of the buildings.
Devising feasible incentive
programs for inhabitants, such as soft loans for private
conservation efforts.
Implementation of incentives for
conservation of heritage structures.

8 To make the fort pedestrian friendly
and no horn zone.

Preparation of comprehensive
traffic management plan.
Implementation of traffic management plan.
Regulating traffic within the fort.

9 To enhance visitor experience of the
Fort.

To set up an interpretation centre
And tourist information centers with possible integration
of historic places reuse plan.
To develop defined tourist paths,
Encouraging heritage walk of various kinds.
Installation of proper descriptive,
directional and identification signage inside the fort at
appropriate locations.
Undertaking training and
sensitization programs for guides and tourism
operators.
Heritage awareness programs
for residents and city dwellers on the value and
conservation needs of the heritage site.

Developing comprehensive graphical pamphlets with
information covering history of all buildings, padas,
cultural vitality and other aspects for exploration by
visitors.

10 Developing additional livelihood
program for the local population.
11 To develop comprehensive
Risk preparedness Plan for
the fort.
Prevention and Mitigation of Risk

Infrastructure and facilities for
visitors need to be upgraded (such as toilets, drinking
water)
Generating more employment
opportunities and vocational training programs within the
fort.
Preparation of Risk Preparedness program in consultation
with experts and key stakeholders. Identifying highly risk
prone areas in the fort.
Reducing Structural Vulnerability
Mitigation of potential impact of
disaster risk through reduction of commercial pressure and
introduction of security.
Reducing vulnerability of the fort
Reducing vulnerability of the fort due to uncontrolled
vehicular traffic and mitigating potential impact of a
disaster.
Mitigation of potential impact of disaster risk through
introduction of security and visitor management

Maintenance and Monitoring
The maintenance Plan highlights different Items of work and the agencies allocated those works
defining the time frame.

Guidelines for Repairs and Conservation
This chapter proposes recommendations for repairs and conservations according to different Para’s
(or different regions of the Fort).
They are mentioned below, as per different areas:
•

Janga Para

•

Dunda Para

•

Kund Para

•

Kotri Para

•

Vyas Pada

The guidelines are broadly based on Building Footprints, Building heights, Architectural Elements
and building materials and finishes.
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1.1

WORLD HERITAGE: A PREVIEW

World Heritage Sites(WHS) are places, sites or structures of “outstanding universal value” and
recognised as heritage of mankind as a whole. A cultural WHS is a ‘monument, group of building or site
with outstanding universal value from point of view of art, architecture, science history, landscape,
aesthetic, archaeology, ethnology or anthropology’.
In 1972, the concern resulting from increased threat to the cultural and natural heritage worldwide, and
desire to provide organised international support for the protection of world heritage sites and values
prompted the general conference of UNESCO to adopt a special Convention Concerning the protection
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. The aim of the convention is to protect sites which represent
“Outstanding Universal Value”. The Convention came into force in 1975. World Heritage List which was
established and maintained on the basis of this convention, is a means of identifying, protecting,
conserving and presenting those parts of the world’s natural and cultural heritage that have sufficient
‘outstanding universal value’. By joining the Convention, nation states are pledged to safeguard the
World Heritage Sites in their territory as part of a universally agreed policy for protecting their national
heritage.
The addition of a site or monument to the list does not provide it with any additional national legal
protection. However, it does ensure significant international prestige for a site. It also significantly raises
the profile of the site within its own country as, by nominating a site or monument for inclusion on the
World Heritage List, countries are explicitly stating their commitment to the ideal of a World heritage
and the importance of the protection and conservation of the monuments that together make up that
heritage.
The World Heritage committee has published Operational Guidelines for the implementation of the
World Heritage Convention (Feb 2005). In particular, this document provides guidance on process of
nomination, criteria, management, protection , funding etc. for the sites having ‘outstanding universal
value.’
World Heritage Committee is also responsible for the regular periodic monitoring of the WHS through
WHC. Such a monitoring programme allows for a constant consultative process between site managers,
government officials and regional or world experts made available through the monitoring programme.
1
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1.2

AIMS OF MANAGEMENT PLAN

The primary aim of the Management Plan is to conserve the outstanding universal value of the cultural
heritage assets of Jaisalmer Fort. The Management Plan aims to provide a framework to conserve and
manage the cultural heritage of the Living Fort. This includes protection and enhancement of
architectural, archaeological, landscape and cultural assets. This can be done by improving the
understanding of the site, its interpretation and use as an educational resource, and supporting the local
community in its cultural, social and economic vitality.
The Plan will outline the main issues that highlight the challenges of the fort and the potential
opportunities available. The issues will be addressed through a series of potential objectives and action
plans that are indented to fulfill the main aim of the plan
As the fort is a living fort, it is very important that management strategies not only have a just
monumental approach but take local community issues as priority, and management strategies should
keep ground realities as priority and the target should be to fill in the gaps which persist and are
detrimental for the fort so a balanced approach is followed throughout.

1.2 THE NEED FOR THE PLAN
Jaisalmer fort has been a living fort since ages or rather since the time it was constructed. The
operational Guidelines issued emphasize the importance of management arrangements are in place as it
is a pre- requisite for nomination, and insist on the preparation of a Management Plan before a site is
inscribed on the World Heritage List, since Management Plan is a effective way of managing WH Sites.
Therefore, to fulfill this obligation Management Plan was initiated where the site managing agencies,
local authorities, other stakeholders and interested parties were considered and included in
comprehensive Management Plan.
The Plan is required to improve the historic fabric by protecting and enhancing the visual and
environmental character of its historic setting, by improving the understanding and awareness of the
fort as a cultural resource.
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Since the cultural resources of the site consist of a wide variety of resources, therefore it is imperative to
have management strategies which keep a balance between modern day developmental pressures and
as well as help to restore foot prints of the rich regal legacy which exits inside the fort.
By bringing all players and instruments together which enable coordinated and sustainable development
that can be achieved through strategy of inclusiveness by calling on different disciplines and bringing in
the views of “insiders” and “outsiders” in the planning process
THE SCOPE AND STATUS OF THE PLAN
At present, the planning, management and development activities at WHS/ around are governed by
AMASR ACT,1958 and State Acts.The government is looking forward to provide a legislative backup to
the management plan so as to ensure proper implementation and follow up of the plan and its proposed
objectives.
Town and Country Planning Act, AMASR Act,1958 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act and Amendment 2010, State government Act and Local government Act are the primary
statutory documents for management, controlling changes and development in and around the Fort.

SOURCES OF DATA
In addition to the views and knowledge of the members of the committee, the Management Plan is
based on the existing assessments and researches undertaken by the agency for the preparation of
nomination.
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INTRODUCTION TO SITE
1.a Country: India
1.b State, Province or Region: Jaisalmer District
1.c Name of Property: Jaisalmer fort
1.d Geographical coordinates to the nearest second:

S

Name

Nearest

.
1
S.

Jaisalmer Fort

Name

Jaisalmer

Nearest

Jaisalmer

District

City/Town
Jaisalmer

Jaisalmer

Significant

Geographical Coordinates

Architectural

City/ Town

No.
1

District

Palace

Geographical

26⁰

54’N

70⁰ 54’ 47”E

Buffer coordinates

Coordinates
Jaisalmer

Fort

Map
reference

N 26°54'45 "

N 26° 55’ 11”

E 70° 54’ 79”

1.7,1.13,1

E 70°54'45"

N 26° 55’ 08”

E 70° 55’ 02”

.19,1.25,

N 26° 55’ 01”

E 70° 55’ 15”

1.34

N 26° 54’ 35”

E 70° 55’ 02”

N 26° 55’ 33”

E 70° 54’ 45”

N 26° 54’ 38”

E 70° 54’ 34”

N 26° 54’ 47”

E 70° 54’ 36”

Jaisalmer Fort, located in district Jaisalmer of Rajasthan State comprises approximately 8 hectares of
land area with the buffer zone having an additional area of 89 Hectares. It is situated on Trikuta Hill
rising 76 meters above the surrounding plain.
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Map– Location of Jaisalmer Fort in the District Map of Jaisalmer
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Topography Map of Jaisalmer
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Methodology

RESEARCH--ARCHIVAL STUDIES
Historical chronological studies through: Historic maps, paintings,
photos, Scholarly works
Study of Ecology, Community, Traditional Knowledge systems and
livelihood patterns, Intangible aspects, Architectural typologies,
building materials and techniques
International guidelines and charters
Socio-cultural and anthropological aspects
Geotechnical reports
Archeological reports
International Charter
Records of Legal framework, current institutional framework
Previous studies, reports--Government agencies, Non – government
agencies, A.S.I reports, Nagar Palika reports
Oral and art history

DOCUMENTATION, DETAILED INVENTORIES AND
SURVEYS
Inventories to be made on: Building inventories Architectural
typologies, features; Material mapping and investigations and recording
structural system of the building. Condition mapping and fabric
assessment of the building elements
Community profile, Traditional Knowledge system; Intangible aspects,
Livelihood patterns, identifying the Role of key stake-holders.
Surveys to be carried out: Topographical/ Geotechnical; Ecological;
Socio-economic -Community surveys at plot level to evaluate residents
needs and concerns, Infrastructure—Water-supply, Drainage, Plumbing,
Electrical; Archeological areas; Circulation and open-spaces; Tourism;
Impact assessment; Traffic

ANALYSIS OF DATA

Completion of Study of Archival Research Activity 1

Understanding of community needs and knowledge system as
well as historic developments

Historians, Conservation architects, Archeologists,
Community Development Planner

Establishment of out-standing universal
values and statement of significance

Completion of Documentation and Studies
Activity 2

Team leader ,Surveyors, Structural Analysts, Geotechnologists, Historians, Risk management experts,
Planners, Community Development Planner ,Water –supply
engineer, Conservation architects, Archeologists, Landscape
architect, architects, Sociologist
Draft Strategy and Approach for
management of site
Development of draft Statement of
Significance
Draft of Vision Statement
Completion of Draft Strategy and
Approach for management of site,
Activity 3

Professionals: Same as above
PREPARATION OF DRAFT PROPOSALS
Development of sub plans:
Alternative livelihood plan, Maintenance plan; Visitor Management
Plan; Traffic Management Plan; Development guidelines; Riskmanagement plan; Landscape Design; Conservation framework; Site
Development Programme ; Community Consultation and out-reach
Programme through Heritage Awareness programmes; Development of
Architectural frame-work guidelines

Completion Draft of Sub Plans, Activity 4

Professionals: Same as above

Completion Draft of Site Management
Plan, Activity 5
DRAFT PROPOSAL OF SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN
Completion Final Site management plan
Document and its submission, Activity 6
FINAL PROPOSALS
Compilation of Final Site Management Plan Document
Team leader, Editor, Graphic Designer
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2.1 HISTORY, REGIONAL CONTEXT AND INFLUENCES
Historical Prelude to Jaisalmer
Pre 12th century:
Legend has it that after the battle of Kurukshetra, Krishna wandered around the desert of Thar with
Arjuna, when he prophesied that one day, his descendant would build a desert fort around the
Trikuta hill. Centuries later, a mendicant Isa, narrated this celestial event and its significance to
Rawal Jaisal, a Bhatti ruler, who claimed to be a descendant of the Lunar race of the Yaduvansh
Dynasty. He was ruling then from Lodurva, which lies along the dry bed of river Kak, was earlier
called Lodravapur and which he captured from the Lodra Rajputs. He was looking for a chance to
shift his capital due to the growing menace of Afghan raids and other tribes, posing grave dangers to
the safety of his clan. The Trikuta hill on which the Fort of Jaisalmer stands in the desert terrains of
Jaisalmer, proved to be strategic for its location and the natural defence of building a fort on a hill.
After conspiring and killing his brother Bhoj Dev, he shifted his capital to Jaisalmer.
Evidence referring to the history of the region of Jaisalmer before Rawal Jaisal established his capital
here, is scant. The name came into existence after Rawal Jaisal’s construction of the Jaisalmer fort,
derived from his name-Jaisal and meru-Jaisal’s fort. There are references in ancient literary texts
from the regions ruled by Solankis in the Kutch, whereby Jaisalmer was earlier known as Mad dhara
or Bhallamandal. Located at the southern end of a low range of hills, Jaisalmer sat strategically up on
the camel caravan routes leading from India to central Asia, Persia, Egypt, Arabia and Africa.

Front view of the fort from Akhai Prole.dated 1913.
Source:Photo Studio,Jaisalmer
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12th century-14th century:
The declaration of Jaisalmer as the new capital for the Bhatis had several repercussions not just on
the political changes but also on its culture, economy and society. This is evident in the fact that
Jaisalmer evolved into a major trading outpost for trade in dates, wine, spices and dried fruits in
exchange for textiles, gems, indigo, opium coming from west and central India. Being a capital it also
attained importance as the seat of administration for the Bhatti territories.
Rawal Garhsi undertook the excavation of a large reservoir somewhere around 1346 AD. An old
reservoir, Jaisalsar, built by Rawal Jaisal was enlarged and the waters of the nearby rivulet Kak were
led into the Ranisar tank. The excess split over into the new reservoir, the Garhisar or the Gadisar.
According to popular legend this lake was dedicated to Tilon, most probably a dancer in the court of
Maharawal Garhsi, who hailed from Multan. This became the watershed area for the caravans that
passed through Jaisalmer thus becoming the lifeline for all.
This was also when the “lost community” of Paliwal Brahmins started to settle in Jaisalmer, after
they had been ousted by Sihoji Rathores and his troops from Pali, the Paliwals’ native settlement.
Known for their shrewd business acumen and skilful agricultural practices, their arrival in Jaisalmer
was a blessing. Having dug reservoirs and linking a network of irrigation canals to the fields, the
spatial changes in the land were tremendous.
15th century-16th century:
The 16th century saw the first allegiances of Jaisalmer with the Mughals. By 1570 AD, Jaisalmer had
to finally succumb to Emperor Akbar’ diplomatic manoeuvres and by 1578 AD, Rawal Bhim’s chiefs
and their armies were placed at Akbar’s disposal. Rawal Bhim became an officer and his name is
present in the Ain-i-Akbari in the list of mansabdars of five hundred.
17th century-18th century:
The 17th century saw the growing Mughal influence in Jaisalmer. In 1660,Sabal Singh struck Dodia
copper coins in Jaisalmer and circulated them. Jaisalmer was at the height of its expansion as it
comprised the whole of present Bhawalpur and certain districts of Marwar and Bikaner.
In 1756, the first mint was set up in Jaisalmer and the currency was minted in the name of
Maharawal Akhai Singh, which was greatly despised by the rulers in Delhi and was considered as an
act of defiance to the Mughal sovereignty over the state of Jaisalmer.
19th century-20th century:
The 19th century saw great changes and transitions in the Jaisalmer state administration, marked by
the receding influence of the Mughals and the growing influence of the British who were slowly
establishing their capital in Delhi. The appointment of Salim Singh Mehta, a jain trader as the dewan
of the State, proved extremely disastrous and which had far reaching repercussions on the state and
the royal house of Jaisalmer. This was when Jaisalmer saw a huge exodus of the populationbusinessmen, agriculturists, pastoralists and maybe several artists of local folklore. The Paliwal
Brahmins also abandoned Jaisalmer as a result of Salim Singh’s high handed atrocities on them.
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Rawal Mulraj, faced with growing attacks and insecurity, signed a treaty on 12th December, 1818
with the British Government and according to which the British guaranteed the principality of
Jaisalmer to the posterity of Mulraj II and the chief and the fort was to be protected from serious
invasions and dangers to his state. Another important aspect of Jaisalmer’s cultural milieu is the
bloom of paintings seen during this era, mainly as a result of the Jaipur influence where a mix of
Jodhpur style was also seen in their paintings. Some specimen in the darbar bears testimony to this.
On 26th June, 1857, a new postal route from Jodhpur to Sindh via Malani and Jaisalmer was opened.
In 1860, the Maharawal inscribed the name of Queen Victoria on the coins of the state. In 1862, the
British Government by a Sanad granted the Maharawal the right of adoption and succession to his
possessions according to the Hindu law. In 1879, a salt agreement was signed with the British
Government, by which the then Maharawal Bairisal undertook to limit the local manufacture of salt
to 15000 mounds a year solely for the consumption and use within his territory and to abolish all
dues on British duty paid salt. After Partition, Jaisalmer attained strategic importance as being the
frontier province sharing border with Pakistan. It led to the closure of all trade routes on the IndoPak border. Skirmishes across the border continued which resulted in the building of an army base in
Jaisalmer.
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2.2 CHRONOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE AND ITS ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER
Jaisalmer – History of Fort and Evolution

Panaromic aerial view of fort
Source: Royal Rajasthan; Pramod Kapoor & Kishore Singh, Roli Books, 2008

12th century-14th century:
The foundation of the fort was laid on 12th July, 1155. The whole structure stands with 99 bastions
standing on Trikuta hill of around 250 ft high and its length and breadth are 1500 and 750 ft
respectively. After laying the foundation Rawal Jaisal could however complete only the Ganesh
Prole(also called as Bhuta-prole) and some parts of the fort. Annapurna temple and the Jaisaloo well
were the only structures built during this time.
The fort of Jaisalmer was most probably completed sometime before 1244 AD by Rawal Salivahan II,
son and successor of Jaisal. A number of additions were made to the fort wall during this timebastions (unspecified number) which were well protected with baris(peepholes) and ‘jharokas’. The
latter half of the 13th century and a good part of the 14th century does not have much evidence
showing architectural developments in the fort. This may be due to the constant engagement of the
Bhatis in war against Afghan assaults during these decades.
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However, between 13th century and early 14th century, the fortification walls were constructed for
defence purposes, beginning with the inner bastion walls. The royal palaces and the adjoining area
of the present day Kotary Pada also came into existence around this time. Located at the highest
level of the fort, it was essentially developed as residential quarters for the service class attached to
the royal palaces, viz. Courtesan, etc. By the end of the 14th century, the reconstruction and
reinforcement of the inner fortification walls also commenced. This was for the placement of
artillery and ammunition, in addition to the stone balls and cylinders which were earlier used as
rolling missiles and are visible on the crenellations of the fort, even today.

Front view of fort after crossing Akhey Prole, 1987
Source: Noor Khan photoblog,
www.pbase.com/noorkhan

Jaisaloo well near Annapurna Temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Annapurna t

Annapurna temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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15th century- 16th century:

Jain Temples-top view,1987
Source:Noor Khan Photoblog,www.pbase.com/noorkhan

The 15th century saw a spate of changes in the fort. With changing economy, growing importance as
a trading outpost and political prominence, Jaisalmer fort was attracting the interests of business
communities, namely the Oswal Jains. This was when the cluster of Jain temples was constructed
and subsequently the business community of the Oswal Jains also started to settle in the fort. These
temples attracted a large number of Jain munis. The Jain temple complex of Jaisalmer fort seem to
follow the predominant principles of Solanki architecture and Vaghela schools of temple
construction in Gujarat. These temples also became the repository of Jain manuscripts that were
sent from all over the country in fear of growing Muslim reprisals in various parts of the Indian
territories.
The Jain temples that were constructed during the late 13th century until 16th century include:
a)Parsvanath Temple, 1389 AD
b) Shantinathji Temple
c) Shitalnathji Temple,1470 AD
d) Kunthunathji Temple
e) Chandraprabhuji Temple, 1509 AD
f) Rishabdeva Temple,1536 AD
g) Mahavirswamy Temple,1473 AD
The maharawals being Hindu kings of Vaishnavite leanings, worshipped the deities Kuldevi and
Lakshminath. The oldest, Shiv Temple, presently called the Ratneshwar Mahadeo Temple, dates back
to 1490 AD. The temple of Lakshminath, near Jaisalu well was built in 1494 AD and Surya Temple
was built during 1496 AD, during the time of Maharawal Vairisi.
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It is to be noted here that Jain religion being very rigid and puritan in early times, other
manifestations could not be portrayed liberally, but in later times, under the direct impact of
Brahmanism and the spell of their art, a number of deities and secondary divinities were added to its
sculptural
treasures.
th
Very few temples were constructed during the 16 century. However during this time the adjoining
areas of the Jain temples, the present day Dhunda Pada also came into existence. Construction of
the outer fortification walls and mori was also completed in this phase. The royal palaces were
further extended and as the load on the original construction increased, it is believed that one of the
palace walls cracked. As a result, Hawa Prole, was built which acts as a separation between the royal
palaces, yet connects at the top. Between 1577 and 1623, when Bhim and Manohar Das were the
Maharawals, two gateways were made viz., Suraj prole and Hawa Prole(also called Rang Prole).
Many present day neighbourhoods like the Kundpada, Bulapada and Chauganpada sprang during
these decades.

Path leading to Ganesh Prole after crossing
Suraj Prole, 1987
Source:Noor Khan Photoblog,
www.pbase.com/noor khan

Suraj Prole, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan
Team

17th- 18th century:
The Mughal influence during this period not only seeped into Jaisalmer’s economy and
administration but also affected majorly in the architectural styles in the later constructions in the
fort and court grandeur. This cosmopolitanism became vibrant during this era and this is most
15
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conspicuous in the construction of the five mahals, hugely influenced by Mughal style. They are
namelya)Rangmahal
b)Sarvottanvillas
c)Gajmahal
d)Zenanamahal
e)Motimahal

An alley inside the Fort, Date: Unknown
Source: Photo Studio, Jaisalmer

An alley in Kund Pada, 1987
Source: Noor Khan Photoblog, www.pbase.com/noorkhan

Between 1722 and 1755 AD, there was a series of renovation steps undertaken by Maharawal Akhai
During his tenure, a gateway near Gopa chowk and the connected wall adjoining the main fort wall
was constructed. This is now called the Akhai Prole. The connecting walls which were added later
(locally known as thotkars), act as buttresses to the original fort walls. During his time, people
started to settle at ‘talahati’(down slope) around the fort. They constructed houses, laid new streets
and formed mohallas after their clan or profession. Many present day neighbourhoods like the
Jungapada, Kundpada, Bulapada and Chauganpada sprang during these decades.
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Kund Para,2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

19th-20th century:
Mulraj constructed the Motimahal during the latter half of the 19th century. Later when Gaj Singh
ascended the throne he constructed the Gaj Villas in 1884. The Zenanamahal soon followed suit
which was constructed behind Sarvottamvillas and Rangmahal in the Kanwarpada. Towards the end
of the 19th century, due to increasing encroachment, the fort was slowly losing its sheen and
grandeur. Maharawal Bairisal, shifted the royal residence from Gajvillas within the fort to the newly
built palace at Amarsagar located at the base of the fort and from that point onwards the pomp and
splendour attaché to the royal palaces started fading.

Remains of a house inside the fort,1987
Source:Noor Khan photoblog,www.pbase.com/noorkhan
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The fort became a protected monument in 1956 AD. The efforts for the conservation of the fort
started by 1964, when Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) undertook major preservation steps after
preparing several reports and agreements with the royal house of Jaisalmer fort. By 1971, there was
a move to preserve the Jain temples. The preservation and conservation efforts continue till date
along with addition of visitor facilities.

th

th

Map showing the evolution of various parts of the Jaisalmer Fort from 12 century to 20 century.
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Table: Historic evolution of Jaisalmer Fort
th

th

Phase I: 12 – 13 century
Ruling Dynasty
Ruler holding the
fort

Period / year

Evolution of the Fort

Bhatti Rajputs

1155A.D.

•

Rawal Jaisal
Rawal Salivahan
Rawal Bijal
Rawal Kelan
Rawal Chachigdev
Rawal Karan
Rawal Lakhansen
Rawa Punyapal

(12

th

th

– 13
century AD)

Laid the foundation of Jaisalmer fort and
city in 1155AD

•

Established Jaisalmer as the final capital
city of the Bhatis

•

The present Annapurna Temple, Jaisaloo
Well and Ganesh Prole are the structures
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built in this phase
•

Jaisaloo is believed to be the oldest well in
the Fort.

•

The local people later called this well
Jaisaloo, after Maharawal Jaisal, the
founder of Jaisalmer Fort.

Phase II: 13th – early 14th century AD
Ruling Dynasty
Ruler holding the
fort

Period / year

Bhatti Rajputs

Rawal Jait Singh

1213-1303

Khilji Dynasty

Alauddin Khilji
Khizr Khan

1303-1314 AD

• In 1303 AD, the Fort was taken by
Alauddin Khilji after Jauhar (ceremonial
self immolation on funeral pyre) by the
women of the fort and suicidal charge by
the warriors till they met their end

Bhatti Rajputs

Duda & Trilok Singh
Gharsi Singh
Kehar

1321-1406 AD

• King Duda is said to have repaired the fort
of Jaisalmer in the late 13th / early 14th
century. The fortification walls were
constructed during this period for defence
purposes, beginning with the inner
bastion walls.
• At the end of 14th century, the
reconstruction and reinforcement of the
inner fortification walls commenced.
• This was the place for placement of
artillery and ammunition, in addition to
the stone balls and cylinders that were
earlier used as rolling missiles and are,
even today, visible on the crenellations of
the Fort.
• The construction of Gadisar Lake in 1340
was a major development for the city.

th

th

Phase III: 14 – 17 century AD
Ruling Dynasty
Ruler holding the
fort
Bhatti Rajputs

Evolution of the Fort
Siege and control by Sultanate of Delhi (Khiljis
and Tughlaqs)
• The fortification walls were constructed
for defense purposes, beginning with the
inner bastion walls.
• Royal palaces in the present day
neighborhood of Kotary Pada came into
existence.

Maharawal

Period / year

Evolution of the Fort
Invasion by Sultanate of Gujarat

1336- 1433 AD

•

Laxman

Maharawal Vairisi
Maharawal

•

Construction of the Jain temples and the
adjoining areas (present day Dhunda
Pada)
Construction of the outer fortification
walls and mori was also completed in this
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Chachigdev II
Devidas

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Maharawal Bhim
(1577 – 1613 AD)

•

th

th

Phase IV: 18 – 19 century AD
Ruling Dynasty
Ruler holding the
fort
Bhatti Rajputs

phase.
The oldest of the Jain temples, Sh.
Chintamani Parsavnath Jain Mandir, dates
back to 1389 AD and was built over 84
years. The other Jain temples built during
this period are:
Sh. Shital Nath Jain Temple, 1470 AD
Sh. Mahaveer Swami Jain Temple, 1473
AD
Sh. Sambhavnath Temple, 1497 AD
The oldest, Shiv temple, presently called
the Ratneshwar Mahadeo temple, dates
back to 1490 AD. The other temples, Sh.
Laxmi Nath temple and Surya temple date
back to 1494 and 1496 AD respectively.
Gyan Bhandar, 1500 AD
Sh. Chandra Prabhu Swami Temple, 1509
AD
Sh. Shanti Nath Temple, 1536 AD
Sh. Rishabh Dev Jain Temple, 1536 AD
‘Suraj Haveli’, dates back to 1526 AD
Two ornamental gateways Suraj prole and
Hawa prole were added to the original
gateway
Extension of the royal palaces increased
the load on the original structure, due to
which one of the palace walls cracked. As
a result, Hawa prole, was built; which acts
as a separation between the royal
palaces, yet connects them at the top
levels.

Period of rule

Evolution of the Fort
Mughal control

Maharawal Akhai (1722 to 1761 •
Singh
AD)
•

•
•

•

The gateway near Gopa Chowk, now
known as Akhey prole and the connecting
wall adjoining the main Fort wall are from
this phase.
The connecting walls which were added
later, (locally known as thokars), act as
buttresses to the original Fort walls
Neighborhoods of Junga Pada, Chaughan
Pada, Kund Pada etc. were developed.
As the fortress developed and got
crowded, people left the citadel and
moved out onto the talahatti (lower
slopes) and areas around the Fort. They
constructed houses, laid streets and
formed mohallas according to their clan or
profession.
Few decorative mansions of the royal
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•
•
•
•
•
th

palaces came up in this era, on the main
square known as Dushera Chowk.
These include:
Rangmahal and Motimahal built by
Maharawal Mulraj–II
Sarvottamvilas built by Maharawal Akhey
Singh
Gajvilas built by Maharawal Gaj Singh
Jawahar Vilas built by Maharawal Bairisal

th

Phase V: 19 – mid 20 century onwards
Ruling Dynasty

Ruler holding the
fort

Period / year

Bhatti Rajputs in
treaty
with
Britishers

Evolution of the Fort
British Subsidiary Alliance
•

Maharawal Bairisal

•

Singh

Towards the end of the 19th Century, the
magnificent appearance of the Fort
diminished
substantially
due
to
encroachments. Maharawal Bairisal
shifted the royal residence from Gajvilas
within the fortress to the newly built
palace at Amarsagar located at the base
of the Fort and from that point onwards
the pomp and splendour attached to the
royal palaces started fading.
The later structures from the 19th century
– Gaj Vilas (from reign of Maharawal Gaj
Singh, 1820–1846) and Moti Mahal show
decoration with greatly proliferated
surfaces, the heaviness of the earlier
phase replaced by intense richness in
surface treatment. Decorative carving
continued in Jaisalmer up to the 20th
century without decline in artistic value
unlike the case in other region.

th

Phase VI: Mid 20 century – present day
Ruling Dynasty
Government
India

Ruler holding the
fort

Period / year

Evolution of the Fort

Archaeological
Survey of India

1956-2010

•

of
Jaisalmer Fort notified as protected
monument under ASI in 1956 AD
Conservation works undertaken by the
ASI and visitor facilities added.
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Table: 20th – 21st century Excavations and Conservation works by Archaeological Survey of India
Year

Area

Excavation/conservation works undertaken

1979-80

Fort wall

Out of plumb masonry of the Fort was dismantled and reconstructed. The outlet
channels, which were filled with silt, were cleared of debris and the outlets were
repaired. Rough chiseled ashlar masonry was also repaired at some
places.

1980-81

Fort wall

In continuation of the previous year’s work, ashlar masonry of the western
fortification wall, adjoining the bastion was dismantled and rebuilt.

1981-82

Patwa Haveli’

Conservation work was carried out at ‘Patwa Haveli’ and the museum.

1982-83

Bastion near
Nidhi prole

The bulging section of the bastion near Nidhi prole was dismantled and rebuilt in
lime cement mortar. Damaged stones were replaced with new ones.

Lower
fortification
wall

Bulged and decayed masonry of the lower fortification wall near Nidhi prole was
dismantled after numbering the stones. Dismantled stones were reset in lime
cement mortar. New stones dressed as per the original design were also used
wherever required and the wall was properly aligned. The approach road inside
the
Fort
between
Hawa
prole and Suraj prole was repaired giving it the correct slope and gradient. The
area in front of Nidhi prole was developed by providing ashlar masonry and
enclosed by iron grill.

Lower
fortification
wall

Bulged and decayed portion of the lower Fort wall near old bus stand was
dismantled after documenting the exact position of each stone for reassembly.
The wall was rebuilt in lime cement mortar after redressing the weathered
stones. The rubble masonry wall at the top was rebuilt with proper alignment and
new stones of a bigger size.

1984-85

Road
between
Ganesh
proleand
Suraj prole

The approach road inside the Fort, between Ganesh prole and Suraj prole was
repaired by removing worn-out and uneven stones and redressing them and
relaying them in lime cement mortar. Proper slope and gradient for the road was
also maintained.

1985-86

Bastion of the
upper
Fort
wall

The cracked
reset.

Pathway from
Nidhi prole to
Suraj

The
undulated
pathway
from
Nidhi
prole
to
Suraj
prole was dismantled and reset in lime cement mortar at the presubscribed
gradient. The open drain along the path was covered by laying underground pipes.

1983-84

and

bulging

bastion

of

the

upper

Fort

wall

was
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1986-87

Sambhavnath
temple

Chemical treatments and preservation of the stone carvings and sculptures inside
Sambhavnath temple were carried out.

1987-88

Bastion
of
the
upper
fortification
wall

The work of restoring the cracked and bulged bastion of the upper fortification
wall was continued.

1988-89

Lower
fortification

The
bulged
out
and
damaged
portions
fortification wall was dismantled and reconstructed.

1989-90

Lower
wall

Work of dismantling and reconstructing bulged out and damaged lower Fort wall
was taken up.

1990-91

Lower
fortification
wall

Bulging and damaged part of the lower fortification wall was dismantled, the
serviceable material sorted out, and the wall rebuilt with old and new stones with
proper alignment.

1991-92

Lower
fortification
wall

Bulging and damaged part of the lower fortification wall was dismantled, the
serviceable material sorted out, and the wall rebuilt with properly dressed stones
in lime cement mortar. The wall was also provided with weep holes.

1992-93

Lower
fortification
wall

Bulging and damaged part of the lower fortifi cation wall was dismantled and
reconstructed in random rubble masonry. Collapsed ashlar stone masonry was
reset.

1993-94

Lower
fortification
wall

Bulging and damaged part of the lower fortification wall was dismantled and
reconstructed in random rubble masonry. Collapsed ashlar stone masonry was
reset.

1994-95

fortification
wall

Bulged and weathered masonry of the wall was dismantled up to 10 meter height
with the help of a chain pulley, and was reconstruction using ashlar masonry for
the facing and random rubble masonry in lime cement mortar as the core wall. The
wall was given proper alignment, provided with weep holes and built using old
serviceable
stones,
properly dressed, as well as, new stones. Reconstruction of the dismantled portion
of the collapsed lower Fort wall along Shiv Marg was also taken up.

1995-96

Lower
wall

The collapsed portion of the lower Fort wall was restored with ashlar stone
masonry using dressed stones.

1996-97

Fort

Fort

Lower
wall

Fort

Lower

Fort

1997-98 wall

of

the

lower

A portion of the lower Fort wall that had bulged and was out of plumb was
dismantled, serviceable material sorted out for reuse and the wall reconstructed
as
per
the
original
pattern.
The portion of decayed lower Fort wall with ashlar stone masonry facing was
reconstructed.
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Lower
wall

1998-99

19992000

Lower
wall

Fort

Fort

The collapsed portion of lower fortification wall on the northern side was
reconstructed partly with ashlar masonry of heavy stone in two line dressing for
facing and rubble stone wall inside in lime cement mortar. Restoration of lower
fortification wall was partly undertaken at the north eastern and eastern side ring
road
by
ashlar
masonry
of
heavy stones for facing, and big size rubble stone masonry wall inside with lime
cement mortar.
The
collapsed,
decayed
and
bulged
portion
of
lower
fortification wall was dismantled and reconstructed partly with ashlar masonry of
heavy stones in two line dressing for facing and partly in rubble stone in interior of
the
wall.
Also loose and decayed ashlar masonry stones of the upper bastion were taken
out and new dressed stones fixed in lime cement mortar.
Due to unauthorized construction of a restaurant and deposition of debris, a
portion of the lower fortification wall near the old jail building had collapsed on
October 17, 1997. The collapsed portion of the wall was restored at a cost of Rs. 5
lakh.
Due to heavy rain on August 1, 1999, lower and upper fortification walls were
damaged at three places. Out of these, restoration of the collapsed portion of the
lower fortification wall at the southern side was completed

Restoration
of the lower
fortification
wall

20012003

-

Restoration of lower fortification wall opposite the taxi stand, which was in
progress, was completed

Strengthening
of bastions

After
the
collapse
of
two
bastions
of
the
upper
fortification wall and lower fortification wall, the whole Fort was thoroughly
examined and certain bastions and wall portions were identified for urgent
strengthening.
These bastions were strengthened by underpinning. At certain places, the base
rock was found exposed and eroded, the gaps in the exposed rock were filled and
the rock covered to stop any further damage.

Minor repairs

Minor repairs like filling up of joints, replacement of damaged stones, dismantling
of dangerous parapet walls etc. was carried out from time to time, as and when
the need arose.

lower
fortification
wall

Fortifications were repaired

fortification
wall

The portion of the upper and the lower Fort walls that had collapsed were
reconstructed.

2000

2000
2001

Another portion of the lower fortification wall, opposite the Police Chowki, which
had collapsed due to heavy rain, is being restored and about 25 % of work is
completed.

The
cracks
and
cavities
in
the
walls
were
also
stitched and filled up wherever required. The ramp (mori), in between the inner
and outer Fort walls, wherever accessible was also repaired and the top surface
made water tight.
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2005-10

Toe wall

Pitching wall
Restoration
of
Pitching
Wall
Trial
Project
2010

2011

outer
fortification
wall
from
Khirki Pada to
Kanwar Pada

Excavation and exposition of the original toe wall at places where it was either
covered up or hidden due to raised levels of the adjoining roads and of its
reconstruction
where
it
was
destroyed in the process. Work of rebuilding of the toe wall was in progress along
the south west portion of the Fort. Largely new stone was used in the
reconstruction, strengthened with the use of cement mortar and bedding.
Detailed documentation is available with the ASI
The rebuilding of the pitching wall is an ongoing process. In recent years, this
rebuilding of the pitching wall has been extensive, as is evident in the significant
amount of new stone that has been introduced. No effort is being made to save
the
Fort’s
historic
fabric
through
consolidation
of
the original stone. Failed sections are being rebuilt as a retaining structure and not
in accordance with the original pitching, which was not intended to act as a
retaining wall.
Badly damaged, decayed, tilted and dislodged dry masonry pitching wall length of
10 mtr in Section-I was reset the ashlar stone wall with the help of new as well as
old stone on a cement concrete base, clamping of stone members

Conservation and Restoration
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2.3DESCRIPTION OF SITE AND ITS COMPONENTS

Site context
The fort of Jaisalmer is strategically located on the top of a sedimentary rock mass that is the same
type of stone used to construct its structures. The fort of Jaisalmer covers a triangular hill called
Trikuta Hill rising 76 meters above the surrounding plain and 457 meters across at its widest point.
The Fort with the city within, set atop the hill is approximately 30 meters higher than the Jaisalmer
town at its base. The coordinates of the location are: longitude 69.3 to 72.2° east, latitude: 26.01 to
28.02° north. The fort is located at an altitude of 242 meters above mean sea level. This three
peaked hill, locally called Trikuta, was chosen as the site for the citadel for its sheer prominence and
also because of the presence of a water body (now Lake Gadisar) in the vicinity.

Site Planning
Roughly triangular in plan, the Jaisalmer Fort measures approximately 1500 feet north to south, and
750 feet east to west, and follows the contours of the hill on which it is perched. This living fortress
city, with 2,500 residents on a plateau elevated 250 feet above the surrounding landscape, is
circumscribed by a retaining wall with bastions, mori, slope and pitching. Below lies the city of
Jaisalmer, and beyond the plains of the Thar Desert. Because of Jaisalmer's desert location and
climatic considerations, dry masonry was employed for construction. The distinctive golden-colored
sandstone that gives Jaisalmer its celebrated glow is still locally quarried and continues to be used as
a building material.
The irregular polygonal Fort has a double line of fortifications. The overall form of the Fort manifests
itself through these ‘bastioned’ fortification walls, which to an extent also act as retaining walls. The
stone bastions are mostly circular in shape and occasionally rectangular. Once inside the Fort the
entire complexion changes as amazing vistas open out. The cuboid palaces and dwellings contrast
with the cylindrical bastions, yet both co-exist in piquant harmony. The focal point of the Fort is the
palace complex and the Dushera Chowk. Apart from the palace buildings and several temples, most
of the other structures of the Fort are residential houses.
There is only one point of entry to the Fort, which is a winding path leading through a series of gates
that functioned as check points. Apart from the palace buildings and several temples, most of the
other structures of the fort were residential residences houses. These dwellings, which form the bulk
of the buildings in the fortress, were typically narrow, deep houses with courtyards. There were
traditionally about 600 families living in the fort. Most of the bastions originally built for defense,
have been converted and used as habitations for some time in the past. Unlike other forts that were
built purely for defense, the Jaislamer fort has always had people living within. This is an inherent
part of the nature and character of the fort, giving it the unique distinction of being a ‘living fort’.
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COMPONENTS OF SITE
Fort wall:
THE FORTIFICATIONS & THEIR CONSTITUENT ELEMENTS
The architectural style of the fortifications that make up Jaisalmer Fort is unique, and the same holds
good for the rather distinctive constituent elements of the fortifications. A detailed description of
the fortifications and their constituent architectural elements is provided in this section.
PITCHING WALL
The triangular hill on which Jaisalmer Fort was built, consists mostly of soft clay as its base. The
upper slopes have in parts some soil and loose rock. These slopes have a pitching wall built up of
local Jaisalmer stone blocks, running round the base of the hill. This wall, pitched on to the slope
with interlocking dressed stones, is of dry masonry construction and ranges in height from 2.9
meters (north and south) to 9 meters (east). It was originally intended merely to maintain the slope
and not to withstand any lateral loads, to which it is increasingly being subjected to today. It
functions not for defense, but primarily as a retaining wall that circumnavigates the base of the Fort
hillock and holds back the clay within the lower slopes. The total length of the wall is around 1.36
kilometers.

View of Pitching Wall, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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TOE WALLS
Constructed at some points along the foot of the pitching wall of the Fort, the stone base paving
varying in height from about half to one meter, forms the toe wall of the Fort. Historically, these
walls formed the outermost edge of the Fort, as beyond them originally only sand dunes were
located. Local historian N K Sharma believes that the rainwater from the Fort would fall over the
sloping Fort walls and over these toe walls into a moat located beyond. However, no evidence of a
moat exists today and this conjecture remains to be verified.

Toe wall at the base of the Pitching wall, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

SLOPE
The embankment encircling the upper fortress and containing the area within the outer fortification
walls and the pitching walls is known as the slope. Originally, the slope was used as a dumping place
for building material and all other household waste. At present, the slope is completely covered with
debris (upto 2 meters depth at places) consisting of waste material, collapsed bastion.
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View of Slope of the Fort, 2013
Source: Royal Rajasthan; Pramod Kapoor & Kishore Singh, Roli Books, 2008

Construction Materials
The walls are made of massive stones, rising on the rocky boulders of the hilltop as solid
foundations. The dressed stone masonry in lime mortar is a typical technique for fortifications of
Kumbha’s time in mid 15th century AD.
OUTER FORTIFICATION WALLS WITH BASTIONS
The outer fortification walls including its half bastions and occasional rectangular bastions are
entirely constructed of dry sandstone masonry and vary in height from 4 to 6 meters. Located on the
edge of the escarpment, and following the contour of the summit, the outer wall was constructed
primarily for defense purposes and it defines the outer edge of the mori. Its crenellations are
punctured at various levels by view ports for easy visibility of the landscape and to keep track of the
movement of the enemy.
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At the junctions of the outer bastion walls and the slope, where no solid bedrock strata were
available, remnants of foundation walls are still visible. The lower portions of the outer wall have
today either been buried under excessive debris of the slope, or where exposed are eroded,
revealing the layers beneath.

View of outer Fortification Walls with Bastions, 2013
Source: Site Managment Plan Team

1) Crenellations
The outer bastion walls throughout the periphery of the Fort are topped with crenellations or
‘khanguras’ (parapets). These are built of sandstone blocks, usually about a meter high, with
rounded-off edges at the top. They are either flush with the outer wall or are offset a small distance
from it. The crenellations are punctured with small view ports at varying levels. Though they appear
decorative and are an iconic visual feature of the Fort, the crenellations are essentially a traditional
defense feature.

View of Crenellation on a fortification wall,2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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2) Stone Missiles
There are stone balls and cylinders placed on top of the crenellations that are visible all along the
periphery of the Fort even today. In earlier times these were used by the soldiers as missiles to be
rolled down the slopes to thwart the invading enemy.

Stone Missiles on top of Crenellations, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

3) Gun Ports
At regular intervals along the inner side of the outer fortification wall, twin stone projecting brackets
are visible, which in earlier times were used for placing guns and muskets. These were mounted on a
stone cross piece with a central pivot. Immediately above these platforms, an opening was provided
in the wall forming a gun port. This opening had chamfered edge sections that allowed for easy
manoeuvring of the guns and a wide ranging coverage of the surrounding slopes.
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A gun port on the Fort Wall, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

4)View Ports
The crenellations of the outer fortification walls are provided with small rectangular openings with
sloped bases that angle down the slope of the Fort. These tiny holes are located at a ‘general eye
level’ from the mori base. These holes or view ports helped the soldiers standing in the mori to have
easier visibility of the enemy particularly down along the slope, while keeping the soldiers
themselves protected from attack behind the walls. The view ports were an important defence
feature that helped protect the Fort from invaders.

View Ports on the Wall of the Fort, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

View from a View Port, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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MORI
The mori is the narrow passageway between the outer and the inner fortification walls that
meanders around the upper perimeter of the Fort. Designed primarily for defence, it is fairly evident
(from the pit digs carried out here) that the mori and the outer fortification walls were built
simultaneously. The mori was primarily the space where the soldiers were stationed and kept vigil to
prevent the Fort from being attacked. The space was wide enough to even allow horsemen to move
around.
The mori is built entirely of dry stone masonry blocks laid out in a radial pattern, and it varies in
width from a meter to 3 meters at places. Traditionally, the top layer of stone was laid on edge and
sloped towards the spouts and toilet openings as that facilitated quick and easy drainage of water.
This is an important design detail as the mori also functioned as the Fort’s main drainage conduit for
storm water.

Views of Mori, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

TRADITIONAL SANITATION
Within the mori, at regular intervals along the outer fortification walls, are a number of holes
which are designed and function as toilet outlets. These shafts point to the fact that the mori
was also used as a toilet space by the Fort residents and the soldiers stationed in the mori. The
design of these holes was such that they allowed for the direct disposal of human waste down
onto the slopes without the use of water.
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Traditional Sanitation Point in the Mori, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

INNER FORTIFICATION WALL
The inner fortification wall and its circular bastions define the internal edge of the mori. The inner
fortification walls too are constructed entirely of dry sandstone masonry and vary in height from
four to six meters. Some bastions of the inner fortification wall are built up as platforms or
damdama and were used to mount wheeled guns and cannons, the ammunition for which was
stored in rooms below the bastion platform. Originally, before the outer bastions were built, the
inner bastions formed the defence wall of the Fort. Later, with the outer bastions forming the main
defence barrier, the inner bastions were absorbed into the residential quarters of the Fort. It was at
this time that the crenellations of the inner bastions were filled in and jharokhas and windows
introduced. As a result, the traditional severity of the inner fortification walls today are highlighted,
at the upper levels, by the contrasting decorative features of jharokhas, brackets, carved
fenestrations etc, giving an innately unique characteristic to the Fort.

Outer fortification walls with inner fortification bastion walls,2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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THE GATEWAYS
(known as pols in Rajasthani or proles in Hindi)
Entry to the Jaisalmer Fort is through a single gateway, Akhey prole, beyond which are three other
majestic gateways that have to be traversed to enter the inhabited upper sections of the Fort.
Akhey prole
The prole was constructed in the mid 17th century, by Maharawal Akhey Singh.
It consists of two semi-circular bastions on either side, with a wooden doorway set in the
central wall. Spanning the doorway is a single-storied structure, adorned with jharokhas

(which at present houses a restaurant).
Construction Material
Built of dressed rubble stone masonary in lime moratar.

View of Akhey Proe from front
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Suraj prole:
The prole was constructed in the mid 16th century, by Maharawal Bhim Singh. The façade of the
Suraj prole is embellished with elaborate decorated carvings of a torana-vallari, with an imposing
sun motif in the exact centre. This feature, and the fact that it receives the sun for most of the day,
has probably given it its name.
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Originally, prior to Akhey prole being constructed, this was the first gate of the Fort. On its right, a
vigilancecum- bastioned minaret is capped with a distinctive voluted octagonal chattri.
Construction Material
Built of dressed rubble stone masonary in lime moratar.

View of Suraj Prole, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Ganesh prole
The prole was constructed in the mid 12th century, by Maharawal Bhim Singh. It is the oldest
gateway of the Fort Ganesh prole, named after the Hindu God Ganesha (son of Shiva and Parvati)
whose image is carved on the main lintel.

36

Site Management Plan, Jaisalmer Fort, Rajasthan

View of Ganesh Prole, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Hawa prole

The prole was constructed in the mid 12th century. It is believed that during the extension
of the royal palace, as the load on the original palaces increased, one of the palace walls
cracked and this prole was built as a buttress. It connects the palaces at the upper levels. On
the second floor, adjoining the main building of Gajvilas, is a hall known as the Rangmahal,
which is decorated with beautiful murals. This prole, therefore, also assumes the name Rang
prole.
Construction Material
Built of dressed rubble and stone masonary in lime mortar.
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View of Akhey Prole after crossing Suraj Prole,2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

View of Akhey Prole from Dussehra Chowk, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

BHAA:
This is the local term used for proles, these lead to residential quarters and are found in different
padas. The residential quarters belonged to the same family or rather same community.
CHOWK / CHOWTA
Public squares, locally known as chowk (in Hindi) or chowta (in Rajasthani), form the socio-cultural
center of the community.
According to local historian,N K Vyas: “The threshold of each and every household of the Fort leads
to a chowta.” The streets, along which are located the dwelling houses, all began from and
terminated at a chowk. This clearly shows the essence of the chowk as a social community hub.
DUSHERA CHOWK
This central chowk, with the royal palaces on two sides and the Devi Temple on the third, is a classic
example of a central square. This is the main space that greets both visitors and residents as one
enters the Fort through the winding pathway and series of gateways. This royal chowk is perhaps the
most vibrant place in the Fort, with hawkers, musicians, tourists viewing the beautiful palace
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facades, children playing and cows relaxing on the cobbled stones. It is the heart and the primary
social space of the Fort.

View of Dussehra Chowk, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

STREETS
A series of winding pathways and alleys, paved with yellow Jaisalmer stone, form an interesting
street pattern throughout the Fort. Varying in width from 1 meter to 2 meters, these primary,
secondary and tertiary streets provide access to even the most remote corners of the Fort.

Views of Streets inside the fort, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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Streetscape of Vyas Pada
Source: Site Management Plan Team

PADA

In the original design of the Fort, each neighbourhood or pada had its own approach, entry
and exit, well defined in terms of streets and chowks. The movement of people was
restricted and this created the notion of a well defined ’territory’ for each pada.

A street in Vyas Pada, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

One of the traditional homes in Vyas Pada, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

HAVELIS
Single or double storied mansions with courtyards, belonging to the wealthier classes, are locally
known as havelis. These were embellished with beautifully carved sandstone columns, jharokhas and
brackets. Often far more embellished than the palaces, the scale, complexity and intricacy of carving
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was directly related to the importance of the building in the complex, and was indicative of the

Havelis inside the Fort, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

wealth of the merchant traders of Jaisalmer.
Jharokhas:
Small balconies cantilevered out of the main structure are locally known as jharokhas. Traditionally,
these were used as viewing galleries by the women of the household. Extensively carved in
sandstone, this feature adorns all significant structures within the Fort.

View of Jharokas in the houses, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Jharoka in a Bastion, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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JAIN TEMPLE COMPLEX:
The jain temple complex follow the predominantly Jaina architectural principles established in the
Solanki architecture of Gujarat.

Jain Temple, top view, 1987
Source: Noor Khan Photoblog, www.pbase.com/noorkhan

a)Parsvanath Temple
This temple was constructed by an Oswal Seth, Jai Singh during the reign of Maharawal Lakhsman. In
1416 AD, the consecration ceremony was performed by Sagarchandra Surji. Later a number of
images were installed swelling the number to 1523, according to Vriddhiratnamala. The torana or
the entrance gate is designed beautifully and carved with charming dancers and with a fine image of
Parsvanathji in its centre. The stairway is connected with an orange mukha-chatuski (porch), the
soffit of which is beautifully carved and the three toranas forming its roof bears the images of
Tirthankaras which decorate the front of the temple in an unusual way. The whole plan of the
temple follows the pattern of the Solanki and Vaghela school. The temple includes the sabhamandapa. This temple is also called navtoraniya after the nine toranas in the mandapa pillars. The
trika in its ceiling has one imposing five human torsos. Dvara-sakhas are pleasantly decorated with
the usual floral and animal renderings. The jangha of the temple is studded with figures of damsels
mithunas. Sikhara is a long rising curvilinear spine, clustered with uru-singas and miniature sikharas.
A row of miniature sikharas adorn the parapet of the boundary walls. The temple has idols all round
the ambulatory passage.
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Toranas in the temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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b)Shantinath Temple:
This temple is situated to the left of Parsvanath temple and its importance lies in the fact that in the
two underground cellas just below the shrine is the Jinabhadra Suri Gyan Granth Bhandar where
important Jain manuscripts and miniatures are kept in safe custody. The master sculptor who carved
the idols was someone called Shiva Deva and according to Vriddhi Ratnamala, the images here total
to 604.
The sculputural units and architectural styles are similar to Parsvanath temple. The ceiling of the
rangamandapa bearing the circular ribs with a lotus pendent has a rasamandala of apsaras and
gandharvas and also jina figures sitting cross-legged in between the apsara struts. The mandapa's
roof is bell shaped here. Sculptural decoration of dancers and other figures is less. The building has
columned structures running all along the mandap the four sides of the building. The columns
running on the three sides of the temple have simple character whereas the columns infront of the
mandap are more elaborate and are much more in detail. The columns in the mandap area are
coloured, even the garbgarh is lie plastred and coloured painted. The temple has elaborate toranas.

Entrance to the Gyan Bhandar,2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Outer view of the Temple, 1987
Source: Noor Khan
Photoblog,www.pbase.com/noorkhan
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c)Shitalnathji Temple:
The mukha-chatuski (porch) of this temple stands in isolation even though one has to pass through
Parsvanath temple's rangamandapa to reach the shrine of Shitalnathji, which stands on its right to
Parsvanath temple. The plan of the temple is same as that of the Parsvanath ji temple and
Sambhavanath temple, though the rangamandapa in Shitalnathji does not have an open area and
the whole set up seems to be squeezed, carrying a thin sculptural adornment.

Inside view of the temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

d)Kunthunathji Temple:
This two storey temple structure stands out in this complex. The sanctum of Kunthunathji is on the
ground floor while the mulagambhara of Shantinathji is raised on the floor above. Jagati covers a
small area but both the colonnaded corridors on its lower and upper run are so close to the
mandovra that the narastaras on the karna-pithika is discernible only when the sunlight strikes
them. The mulaprasada seems to rest in a well-like recess. The rangamandapa at the lower plinth
has four torana-pillars, bearing the load of the plain ceiling. On the contrary the upper
rangamandapa has a decorative ceiling embellished with figures of dancers. The roof of the
mulaprsada is designed in stepped pyramidal fashion with open balconies on all four sides, flanked
by vidya devis. This distinctive roof has been richly decorated with figures of roaring lions and minipyramids arranged diagonally. The temple has two storeys; although both the storeys have 2
different temples and both are connected through staircase. There is a single colonnade parikrama
marg running around the main temple building. The columns infront of Garbgarh are more
elaborately carved as compared to temples in the parikrama marg.
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Inside view of the temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

e)Chandraprabhuji Temple:
This temple is located in front and on the right flank of Parsvanath Temple. Ahead of
Chandraprabhuji temple, there is a courtyard from where a staircase leads to the rangamandapa. It
is the only three storey structure in the complex. The domical rangamandapa is formed by eight
decorative pillars on which rests the first floor stone grilles, which near the load of ceiling of
samvara. The mandovra like many others is studded with the figure sculptures including Shiva and
Vidyadevi forms. The parapet wall of the temple is formed by a row of miniature sikharas, which is
quite interesting in this case whereby on all four sides, it is open with balcony windows leading to
form the third storey. Here the circumambulatory passages are dark as they are closed from all sides
and lack ventilation. The temple is a double storey structure leading to upper floors.

Outer view of the Temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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The carved domical roof of the temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

f)Rishabdeva Temple:
This temple is adjacent to Chandraprabhuji temple and according to vriddhiratnama this temple is
embellished with 600 images. This temple presents some unique features. The rangamandapa
ceiling, in sharp contrast to others is devoid of any sculptural additions, not even a pendant.
However it bears fragments of some paintings portraying themes such as marriage of Neminatha,
procession of Tirthankaras, etc. Mandovra is also adorned with beautiful female figures. Here the
main porch is not followed immediately with the rangamandapa but there is an open court. The
superstructure of the sikhara is meliorated with descending supporting sikhara which at its base is
conglomerated with mini sikharas. Another interesting feature is that the east side balcony rising on
the same elevation is embellished with a pyramidal roof exhibitng an exuberance of lion figures. The
steps lead to the ambulatory passage. The mandap is adorned with simple columns. The columns
varies in size, there are basically two kinds of columns.
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Beautiful Female figures on the domical roof,2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team.

g)Mahavirasawmy Temple:
This temple located in the Chauganpara of the fort also follows the general norm in its plan and
elevation. According to the vriddhiratnamala, this temple was constructed in 1524 AD. The Building
has a very distinct character. This is the only temple which has an adjacent Vadi attached to it, just
adjacent to the main Mandap. This is among few temples which have natural coloured painting on
the columns in the Garbgarh and the facade of the Garbgarh has paintings on it.

View of Mahavirswamy Temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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2)Royal Houses of the Fort:

View of royal houses, 1987
Source: Noor Khan Photoblog,
www.pbase.com/noorkhan

Inside the royal Palace, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

After crossing the Hawa Prole inside the fort, the chauhata(square) or the Dussehra Chowk is
surrounded by towering buildings. This cluster includes five tastefully carved royal houses of the
Fort.
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Chamunda Devi Temple in Dussehra Chowk, 1987
Source:Noor Khan Photoblog, www. Pbase.com/noorkhan

a)Rangmahal:
Rangmahal just above the Hawa Prole, is entirely embellished with murals and arabesques. There
are beautifully carved balconies on its eastern and northern sides.
b)Sarvottamvillas:
This structure stands among the cluster. The Sarvottamvilas is decorated with blue tiles and glass
mosaic works. It comprises a set of few halls which is raised above the Rangmahal.

Blue tiles on the roof,2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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c)Gajvillas:
Adjacent to Rangmahal and Sarvottamvillas, is the Gajvillas which stands on a high plinth. Its facade
to the east of chauhatai is very beautiful and interesting. The construction of the structure rests on
the surangdar pillars and cusped arches, which is intercepted by the intermittent projecting
balconies , jharokas and baris. It is a three storey structure with a row of balconies on each tier.
Ravatis (domical roof of the bays) and nokdar (pointed cusped shade lining) runs from pillar to pillar.
d)Motimahal:
This falls in Chauganpada of the fort. This too is a three storey structure but without balconies. The
front is decorated with heavy floral motifs, particularly in the stone doors. Its first storey is called
Sabhaniwas since it is formed by long spacious hall meant to hold meetings. The rooms of the next
storey are decorated with mirrors and the antechambers have been planned into one complex know
as Motimahal. Traceries decorate the exterior as well as the interior.
e)Zenanamahal:
This structure stands just behind Sarvottamvillas and the Rangmahal. Due to negligence this strucure
stands isoloated. However an arch decoration stands beuatifully though in dilapidated condition.

Outer facade of Rangmahal, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Inside Royal House of the fort, 1987.
Source:Noor Khan Photoblog,
www.pbase.com/noorkhan
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Above: A horse stable inside the fort, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
Right: View of Sabha Niwas, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

HINDUS TEMPLES
Annapurna mandir
This temple is considered to be the one of the oldest and most significant structures of the fort,
which dates back to 12th century.
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View of Annapurna Temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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Ranjore ji ka mandir
The Ranjhor Ji temple is one of the oldest temple in the fort. The construction technique is dry
masonary technique used. Inscriptions are found in the temple which defines the age of the temple.
The plan is almost square in shape, the columns have intricate articulations pattern similar to the
Jain temple complex. The doorways have typical details as other temple in the fort.

View of Ranchor ji ka Mandir on left, 1987
Source: Noor Khan Photoblog, www.pbase.com/noorkhan

Surya Temple
The temple has high plinth, which leads to the mandap. The temple has corbelled stone dome and
the geometry followed is the same in the interior and in the exterior. Dry Ashlar masonary blocks
are used for construction of the temple.

View of Surya Temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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Laxminath temple
The temple compound has two aisle columnade structures both at the side of main shrine. The
columns inside the temple are more elaborate and have intricately carved capitals as compared to
capitals as compared to capital in the courtyard. The entrance to the garbgarh of the temple has
elaborate carving which range from human figures to floral and geometric patterns.

View of LaxminathTemple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Ratneshwar Mahadev Temple
The temple is an exemplary example of temple
architecture; the ceiling is intricately carved with
floral patterns. The columns have intricate patterns,
the base of the columns have geometric pattern, the
shaft has shikhar pattern carved in the shaft, the
pillars have side projections to keep the diyas.
The temple is single cell structure and adjacent to the
main temple, there is a Ganesh temple.

View of Ratneshwar Mahadev Temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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TRADITIONAL WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM
About seven wells located within the Fort also provided water to its inhabitants. However, the water
from these wells was often brackish and saline and therefore could not be used for drinking
purposes. Located in different parts of the Fort, these wells were:
Jaisaloo well
Constructed in the 12th century by Maharawal Jaisal is considered to be the oldest well in the Fort.
The presence of this well, is believed to be one of the prime reasons Maharawal Jaisal chose this site
for his new capital. As mentioned earlier, legend has it that this well was dug by Lord Krishna with
his sudarshan chakra for Arjun to quench his thirst, while they were passing by this spot.

Jaisaloo Well in front of Annapurna Temple, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Ranisar well
The well was constructed in the mid 19th century by Maharawal Jaisal. The well is situated just 10
feet away from Harjaloo well was constructed by the queen of Maharawal Bairisal. Legend has it that
the queen was piqued when her daughter’s dasi was not allowed to draw water out of turn from the
Harjaloo well; adding insult to injury, the Paliwals taunted the dasi, saying that if the queen was in
such a hurry she should get her own well constructed. As a result, the queen is said to have had this
well built.
Other water structures
Bulla well located in the Bulla pada neighborhood of the Fort.
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Bulla Well in Bulla Pada, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Harjaloo well located near the Shiv Temple was constructed by Harjal Paliwal, the head of the Bhatti
clan.

View of Harjaloo Well, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Khuniwala well, located on the platform facing the entrance chowk, close to Sh. Ram Dev Temple.
Ramdeora well, which was located just a few yards away from Khuniwala well.
Gosisar well, located in the Chaugan pada neighborhood.
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Map showing the historic wells of the Fort
Source: RUIDP

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES
TRADITIONAL WATER HARVESTING
SYSTEM
There is also evidence that rainwater was harvested in the Fort during the reign of the Paliwals (13th
century). The remnants of this water harvesting system are still visible today. A stone channel can be
seen emerging at the Annapurna temple and passing over the adjoining street. The rainwater
collected at the topmost terrace of the temple, fell over onto a lower level through two water
spouts. The force with which the water fell in turn distilled all the particles and impurities and clear
water fell onto an even lower terrace via four water spouts. From this lower terrace it fell into the
water channel running over the street and through the royal palace into the storage tank located at
the present water works area. Originally, the streets within Jaisalmer Fort were not paved with stone
but were just covered with sand and gravel. Surface water either evaporated or seeped into the soil
and got absorbed. The water that seeped into the soil percolated to the lower levels and recharged
the wells and the ground water table.
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TRADITIONAL STORM WATER
DISPOSAL SYSTEM
Water Spouts
Water spouts are a traditional architectural feature on the facades of all the Fort buildings. They
project out from terrace floors and even interim levels of all structures, whether elaborate havelis or
simple homes. They feature on all bastions, both inner and outer, and are a familiar fixture on the
face of the Mori. The patterns of the spouts range from simple channels to carved and decorated
conduits, but even the most ornate spouts serve the same basic function – to quickly drain water,
out of and away from the structure.
This fundamental function of the water spout, and the fixture itself, seem strange in a desert land
where traditionally, years would past without any rain at all. However, the sheer number and
consistency of the spouts and the years of tradition, that transform a utilitarian fixture to one having
an ornamented aesthetic, are evidence of the healthy respect that the craftsmen and builders had
for rain and the awareness the citizens had of the potential damaging effects of water on the
structures of their city. The efforts involved in creating the water spouts may today appear
excessively elaborate but they serve as a reminder of an important traditional lesson that we
unfortunately seem to have ignored today – that channelling and control of water is the key to the
conservation of the Fort.

A water sprout on the wall of the fort, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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Ghutnaali
The traditional conduits for the storm water drainage from the Fort were known as ghutnallis. There
were originally 3 in number, with the main entrance approach road acting as the 4th outlet. The
ghutnallis were essentially channels through which the excess water during flash floods would drain
off without damaging the dry masonry fabric of the Fort. The entire Fort’s storm water drainage was
sloped towards these openings that passed below the fortification walls as a low tunnel. ‘Ghut’
means ‘knees’ and so these outlets were named ghutnallis, as they were primarily channels through
which one could enter the Fort only with one’s knees bent! Of the three original ghutnallis, only one
exists today along the northern slope. The other two, along Shiv road (to the west), were filled up
and covered over. Although the rainfall in Jaisalmer has been steadily increasing the original purpose
of the ghutnallis has been forfeited, as they are now blocked off and no longer in use. The
significance of the fort.

Ghutnaali, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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Map showing the components of the Jaisalmer Fort
Source: Site Management Plan Team

60

Site Management Plan, Jaisalmer Fort, Rajasthan

CULTURAL RESOURCE MAPPING
Architectural Heritage
Aesthetics, is one of the most important dimensions, which paramounts all other factors at Jaisalmer
fort. Almost all the regal structures inside the fort are built of sand stone and mortar. The majestic,
magnificent and elegantly carved front façade not only add aesthetic sense but also rejuvenate the
memories of the golden regal era, when all the courtly nobleman resided within the fort premises.
The workmanship is of highest order and it difficult to comment that the carving is on stone or that
on wood. The structures/Havellis have well sculptured façade, the projected jharokhas, balustrades
or latticed windows and highly decorative and ornamented porches and columns define the general
characteristics of the building.
The structure has a wide range of building typologies and is a architectural marvel as well as all the
structures have distinctive design vocabulary. The fort houses around several structures all in yellow
sand stones and all are exemplary example of fine workmanship.
Cultural Resource mapping
In order to understand the wide complexity of architectural character of the place detailed cultural
resource mapping was carried out . Different buildng typologies were covered like temple, palaces,
gateways etc.
A land, architectural and historical survey are the three major surveys carried out to understand the
range of cultural resources in the fort.There are a number of buildings built in traditional style.
Although alot of commercial activities have initiated in the fort in the recent times, but then also
there is still emmence architectural character in the fort.
The historical survey undertaken primarily through archival research combined with oral reasearch
has revealed substantial information that will underpin and provide ample justification for the
preservation of the historical character of the place.
The oral dialoque has raised several issues of ownership of the properties.
The combination of three surveys has helped us to build a better understanding of the fort rich
architectural resources.
(Map provided above)
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3.0 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FORT
3.1 SIGNIFICANCE OF 6 HILL FORTS OF RAJASTHAN AS A WORLD HERITAGE SITES INCLUDING
JAISALMER FORT
The six hill forts sites represent the various categories (physiographical, centre of power, sacred & urban
settlement) of Rajput military architecture, adapted to the whole range of the Rajput kingdom’s
physiographical terrain, including mountains, forests, water, and desert forts. Each of these forts represents
the single most outsanding and execeptional representations of these categories.
Kumbhalgarh Fort, located in district Rajsamand of Rajasthan state comprises approximately 268
hectares of land area with the buffer zone having an additional area of 1338 Hectares. It is situated on
a hill peak of the Aravalli range at a varying altitude of about 500 -1300 m above sea level. The buffer
zone comprises part of the surrounding Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary and takes into account
aspects such as the viewing points from the surrounding hills and historic watch towers in the vicinity.
- Ranthambore Fort, located on the top of the Thambhor hill is on one edge of the thick dense forest
of the National Park of Ranthambore. The reserve forest lies on the junction of Aravali and Vindhya
range of mountains just 14 km from city of Sawai Madhopur in eastern Rajasthan and sprawls over a
varying and undulating landscape. The property comprises of approximately 102 hectares of land area
with the buffer zone having an additional area of 372 hectares. The buffer zone includes the entire hill
on which the fort stands along with surrounding water bodies of the Padam Talav, Malik -Talav and Raj
Bagh visble from the north eastern edge of the fort.
-Gagron Fort, located about 10 km from the town of Jhalawar rests on the crest of the Vindhyan hill
range surrounded by the waters of the Ahu and Kali Sindh rivers on three sides. The property within
the fortification comprises of 23 hectares with a surrounding Buffer Zone of 722 hectares including the
surroundings of the nearby hills and the river bend in the northern side of the fort.
- Amber Fort, located in a valley formed by a range of Aravallis known as Kalikho hills and placed on
the hill below the connecting fort of Jaigarh, a few kms to the north of the city of Jaipur. It comprises
of approximately 30 hectares of land area with the proposed buffer zone having an additional area of
498 hectares including part of the Nahargarh Wildlife Sanctuary and the entire town of Amber located
down in the valley below the Fort.

61

Site Management Plan, Jaisalmer Fort , Rajasthan
- Jaisalmer Fort, located in district Jaisalmer of Rajasthan State comprises approximately 8 hectares of
land area with the buffer zone having an additional area of 89 Hectares. It is situated on Trikuta Hill
rising 76 meters above the surrounding plain.
Each of the six hill forts represents all the key attributes that distinguish Rajput hill forts. The key
attributes are described below:
Physiographical
The forts are adapted to and optimize various kinds of hill terrain, including the summit and the slope &
valley of semi-arid hills, forested hills, desert hills and hills protected by water. There are several aspects
to the adaptation and optimisation of the sites, which include military matters, strategic planning and
the collection, storage and distribution of water.

Location of the fort in various physiographic regions of Rajasthan
Source of base map: Hooja 2006
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Centres of power
The forts have strong associational values as centres of Rajput power and control, as centres of Rajput
courtly culture and patronage, and as former centres of learning, art and music. The forts, together with
the palaces and other buildings they contain, all embody this power and courtly culture in Rajput
architecture. The Rajput architecture was eclectic (drawing inspiration from antecedents and
neighbours) together with its degree of influence over later regional styles (such as Maratha
architecture) do make it distinctive.
Sacred
The selected sites include temples or other sacred buildings/spaces, not merely as adjuncts to the
palaces and other settlements but often predating them, and outlasting them in use. 'Shaka' performed
by men along with “Jauhar” by women in many of these forts is another important event carried in the
memories by the people and these spots within in the fort are considered sacred and revered till date.
Urban Settlements
Most forts were designed to protect the populace and not only the court and military guard. Many were
of enormous size (with walls extending to over 20km). Most had extensive settlements within the walls,
some of which have persisted to the present day. These residential and sacred elements went beyond
the expected military functions of forts. In some cases there was also a mercantile element, as the forts
were centres of production and of distribution and trade that formed the basis of their wealth.
“These forts thus form a complete and coherent group that demonstrates Outstanding Universal
Value as a series through representing all the essential attributes of Rajput Hill Forts in an exceptional
way”.
The 6 hill forts satisfy all the attributes and each also contributes to at least one of the five attributes in
an exceptional way as follows:
1. Chittorgarh. As a centre of power of Rajputs, it is distinctive from the other forts. As the
former capital of the Sisodia clan and the target of three famous historical sieges, the site is
strongly imbued with associational values attaching to Rajput history and folk lore.
Furthermore the sheer number and variety of architectural remains of early date (ranging
from the 8th to the 16th centuries) mark it as an exceptional fort in its scale and
monumentality comparable to very few other Indian forts.
63

Site Management Plan, Jaisalmer Fort , Rajasthan
2. Kumbhalgarh. Its distinctive contribution arises from it having been constructed in a single
process and (apart from the palace of Fateh Singh, added later) retains its architectural
coherence. Its design is attributed to an architect known by name – Mandan – who was also
an author and theorist at the court of Rana Kumbha in Chittor (another fort in the series).
This combination of factors is highly exceptional.
3. Ranthambore. Situated in the middle of forest, it is an established example of Forest Hill
Fort and in addition, the remains of the palace of Hammir are among the oldest surviving
structures of an Indian palace.
4. Gagron. Its distinctive contribution to the series arises from it being exemplary of its type of
river-protected fort included in the nomination. In addition, its strategic location in a pass in
the hills gave it enhanced significance in the control of trade routes.
5. Amber. Its distinctive contribution is the representation of a key phase (17th century) in the
development of a common Rajput-Mughal court style, embodied in the buildings and
gardens added to Amber by Mirza Raja Jai Singh I. The immediate defence structures of the
fort are added to the nominated property which elaborates the self-defence mechanism of
the fort.
6. Jaisalmer. It is the only example included in the nomination of a hill fort in desert terrain.
The extensive township contained within it from the outset, still inhabited today, and the
group of Jain temples, make it an important (and in some respects even unique) example of
a sacred and secular (urban) fort.
This set of medieval and post medieval Hill Forts narrates centuries of political, cultural (including
religious), social and architectural evolution associated with the ruling Rajput caste in the history of
India. The series stands as testimony to the formation of princely states, development of Rajput
ideologies and Rajput defense architectural style over successive periods, myriad political conflicts,
battles and alliances between the ruling Rajput clan vis- a -vis the Sultanate period rulers and Mughal
Emperors of Central India.
Each of the six components demonstrates a distinctive feature of fort planning on a unique hilly terrain;
also each fort exhibit technological adaptations utilizing the wealth of natural resources such as solid
bedrock of mountains and slopes, valleys, forest, desert and water catchment areas in the most
strategic geographic setting.
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S. No.

Name of Fort

Typology

Physiographic Zone

1

Kumbhalgarh Fort

Hill Slope

Aravalli Range and Hilly Region

2

Chittorgarh

Hill Summit (Plateau)

Eastern Plain

3

Amber

Hill Valley

4

Ranthambore

Hill Forest

North Eastern Hilly Region

5

Gagron

Hill Water

South East Rajasthan Pathar

6

Jaisalmer Fort

Hill Desert

Sandy Arid Plains

Table 3.1: Physiographic distribution of the 6 Hill Forts

Each hill fort is a conglomerate of defence mechanisms comprising of single or multiple tier
battlemented fortification walls, gates and bastions and other supporting structures such as palaces,
stables, armoury, barracks, storage areas, water systems, temples and gardens, all strategically adapted
to the natural terrain for defence and sustainance.
Chittorgarh is located on a hill top with a network of 84 water structures, Kumbhalgarh is unique in its
location amidst the Aravalli range hilly region that divides Rajasthan into eastern and western regions,
Ranthambore is planned on a hill in the heart of a dense forest ensuring that the fort remained visually
obscure, Gagron is a fort located on a hill at the confluence of two rivers with a moat, while Amber is a
later evolved citadel in the hill valley along the Maota Lake in the eastern plain.
Jaisalmer is strategically located over a desert hill surrounded with wide sandy plains with bastions.
The fort planning in each case responds to an in depth understanding of the geographic terrain and
natural contours observed in the strategic placement of defence mechanisms and elaborate rain water
harvesting systems constructed within each fortification. The elaborate rain water harvesting systems at
Chittorgarh, Kumbhalgarh and Ranthambore are still functional till date.
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3.2 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE JAISALMER FORT
ASSOCIATED WITH LIVING TRADITIONS, EVENTS, WITH IDEAS, OR WITH BELIEFS, WITH ARTISTIC
AND LITERARY WORKS OF UNIVERSAL SIGNIFICANCE
Jaisalmer fort is not just a monumental structure which explains the architecture and
developments of a culture but is also the living testimony of the associational values
attached of the people with them. The complete planning of the fort is an outcome of the
belief systems which guided rulers from selection of the site for the fort to planning of
different components within it including its defence mechanism which represents the
Rajputana culture.
Rajputs followed their religion with faith and preferred death over compromising their faith
or beliefs. It is documented that in the wars fought, enemy used tactics to weaken the
Rajputs during attacks, like contaminating water with cow flesh, which made the water
reservoir unfit for drinking. There are several temples and religious structures constructed
inside the fort, some of these temple were devoted to “kul devi” (incarnation of Shakti),
which is considered a protective diety for the fort/royal clan. All the temples are still living
and worshiped by the local inhabitants.
Festivals and rituals are still been celebrated at these temples, which bring life back to the
deserted forts. Like Dushera since ages was celebrated at Dushera Chowk, local community
celebrated the festival with the Royals, Gangor is also a major festival celebrated in
Jaisalmer, Gana is a synonym for Lord Shiva and Gaur which stands for Gauri or Parvati who
symbolizes Saubhagya (marital bliss). Most of these beliefs were integral and bound with
the religion and some were inherited by the community over centuries.
The fort has series of gates, which were named based on their purpose and believes
associated with them. Like Suraj (Sun) pol (gate) is the main entrance gate to the fort, which
faces east.
The event of “Jauhar” during the war was a resultant of the strong beliefs of women
preferring death instead of getting disgraced by the enemy. Following Jauhar, the men of
the fort courageously opened the gates of the fort and attacked the enemy and fought until
death. The spots where Jauhar took place within the fort are still revered by the people.
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LANDMARK SITTING, FOR PROTECTION AND CONTROL OF THE CITY OF JAISALMER
Sonar Killa, the Jaisalmer fort is often referred as, has played a crucial role for ages. Built by
Rawal Jaisal in1159 on Trikuta Hill of yellow marbel, the fort rises like a mirage in the barren
Thar desert. The fort symbolizes power as it played a dual role, first providing protection to the
city through its massive, defensive and imposing structure and secondly by acting like a living
city itself as it’s a living fort and inhibits many locals since ages. The grandeur of massive scale
of the fort defines it clearly that the fort was constructed for defensive purpose. The total
number of inhabitants inside the fort is around 4000, which rises to around 6000 during festive
or rather tourist season.
The geographical sitting of the structure on a Trikutta Hill which is composed of yellow marble
rises 250 feet above the surrounding structures makes it a landmark in itself, till date . The Fort
literally overlooks the surrounding structures. The fort rises like a mirage in the yellow golden
sandy Thar desert. The fort is the oldest and the tallest feature in the Skyline of Jaisalmer.

Panoramic View of Jaisalmer Fort on Trikuta Hills, 2013
Source: Royal Rajasthan; Pramod Kapoor & Kishore Singh, 2008, Roli Books
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SETTING OF CRUCIAL EVENTS IN HISTORY
The fort has witnessed several historical events, was attacked and captured by Ala –ud –din
Khilji in the 13th century was in his hold for 9 yrs. During the siege of the fort the Rajput women
committed Jauhar. The second battle at the fort happened in 1541, when Mughal emperor
Humanyun attacked the fort city.
In 1303, when the news of Alauddin Khilji's impending attack on the fort, the women along with
their children of the royal house performed Jauhar, the act of self immolation on a funeral pyre
when an attack from an invading force was imminent and the men of the royal house with their
force marches ahead for war. This Hindu Rajput practice though outlawed and not in practice
any more, had huge significance in the cultural milieu of the Fort's history as it is marked with
honour and pride of maintaining the royal status of the royal house so as not to be killed by
foreign hands. This was only practised during war time and often confined to the nobility and
the warring class of the state. This happened twice in the history of Jaisalmer, second time
during the attack by Ferozeshah Tughlaq, which was called a half Jauhar, as there was no time
to build the funeral pyre and hence the men of the Jaisalmer royal house slit the throats of the
women before going to the battlefield. This act is hugely glorified in the popular folklore of the
region as an act of honour and sacrifice for the state in a battlefield. The women would adorn
themselves with their finest wedding apparel before immolation and the men before meeting
the invaders bears the 'Kesariya bana' (saffron coloured dress). The women also left imprints of
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their hands on the walls of the royal palace, the marks of which are still highlighted.

Jauhar Imprints on the outer walls of the Suraj
Prole, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Jauhar imprints on the outer walls of the Royal
Palace, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

INTANGIBLE ASPECTS
An important festival that is widely celebrated within the precincts of the fort as well as
outside, is the Gangaur festival. This festival is widely observed by the womenfolk, who worship
Gauri, the consort of Lord Shiva and stands for the celebration of spring and marital fidelity.
This festival commences on the first day of chaitra, the day following Holi and which continues
for 16 days. Images of Gauri are made of clay for the festival which is mounted without a
canopy. On the 7th day of after Holi, Gudhlias which are earthen pots with numerous holes all
around and lit with lamps inside them, unmarried girls carry these pots with the burning lamp
on their heads. This continues for ten days. The festival reaches its climax during the last three
days. The image of Gauri or Isar are dressed in new garments especially made for the occasion.
At an auspicious occasion in the afternoon, a procession is taken out to the Gadisar lake. Songs
are sung during the procession, which describes Gauri's departure to her husband's house.
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Idol of Gangaur
Source: Site Management Plan Team

A procession during Gangaur Festival, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Immersion of Idols during the festival, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

AN EXEMPLARY EXAMPLE OF ARCHITECTURAL AND AESTHETIC MARVELS, ARCHITECTURAL
SIGNIFICANT
Aesthetics, is one of the most important dimensions, which paramounts all other factors at
Jaisalmer fort. Almost all the regal structures inside the fort are built of sand stone and mortar.
The majestic, magnificent and elegantly carved front façade not only add aesthetic sense but
also rejuvenate the memories of the golden regal era, when all the courtly nobleman resided
within the fort premises. The workmanship is of highest order and it difficult to comment that
the carving is on stone or on wood. The structures/Havellis have well sculptured façade, the
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projected jharokhas, balustrades or latticed windows and highly decorative and ornamented
porches and columns define the general characteristics of the building. With the coming of the
Mughals, the influence was seen not only in the political milieu but also in the socio cultural aspects in
the fort. This aspect is best reflected in the architectural styles that were incorporated in the later
construction of the royal houses from 17th century inwards. The use of mirror work, blue tiles, intricate
floral and bird motifs, various beautiful patterns of jalis work, the art of stone setting, carving and inlay
work. The consequent havelis built during the 18th and the 19th century clearly show this influence. With
these work being carried out by specific artisan communities, the fort also saw a demographic shift with
the settlement of new communities which later shifted to the 'talahati' (slope) of the fort and hence the
gradual evolution of the region by laying down of roads and alleys and development of regions marked
by the respective occupation of the communities.
The establishment of the Jain temples also saw a significant change in the cultural milieu of the fort.
With the settlement of many jain munis and the Oswal Jains, under whose patronage the jain temples
came up, saw a flush of new cult being practised which is a marked departure from the Vaishnavite
leaning followers in the royal family. The Jain pantheon also saw its reflection in the beautiful
architecture of the Jain temples, which follows the predominant Solanki and the Vaghela school of
architecture and temple construction as seen in Gujarat.

The structure has a wide range of building typologies and is an architectural marvel as well as
all the structures have distinctive design vocabulary. The fort houses around 469 structures all
in yellow sand stones and all are exemplary example of fine workmanship. The scale and
volume of the fort is very massive. The 5-7 feet long wall which envelopes the fort is supported
by 99 massive bastions, which interrupts the wall at different distance.
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Stone carving on walls, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team
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Carving on a Jharoka, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

Economic Significance

Jali work on windw, 2013
Source: Site Management Plan Team

In a region deprived of water, characterized by harsh treacherous terrain of undulating aridity, Jaisalmer
was never an agricultural region. The mainstay of the economy inevitably is trade and had been one
since its foundation in 12th century. Trade remained the flow of economy and the growth of the Fort and
the city around is deeply marred with varying trading activities.

Since12th century till the early phase of 20th century, Jaisalmer had been a major trading outpost.
Caravans carrying spices, silk, indigo and other goods from central India passed through Jaisalmer and
the adjoining regions and this caravan would join the main trade routes in the Silk Route passing
through the Kandahar range in present day Afghanistan. The returning caravan would be equipped with
opium, dates, spices etc. The Jaisalmer state in allowance of the passage of the caravan through their
region, would strike huge commissions from them. Later raids and other forms of violence being used on
the caravans had become a recurring act. This created huge animosities among various states and often
led to further wars and strikes. The Parmars operating in these regions, who were distantly related to
the Bhattis of Jaisalmer had become quite notorious in their raids and strikes. The Bhattis of Jaisalmer
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too attained fame for their notoriety in their later raids on the caravans and these raids were slowly
filling up the coffers of the Jaisalmer Royal House. These resources slowly showed its reflections in the
architectural growth of the Fort and the use of elaborate and exquisite architectural features. This was
when artisan communities engaged in various skills made their presence felt in the Fort with their varied
activities in stone laying, carving etc. The Royal House of the Fort soon indulged in extravagance which
reflected in their lifestyle, use of sophisticated armoury from 15th century onwards, deployment of
further defence tactics and mechanisms.

Since late 20th century, after Partition, Jaisalmer Fort had become a protected site under ASI, and the
previous mode of economy by trade raids and commissions from caravans had been completely
disbanded. Jaisalmer became an important frontier boundary state and thus attaining a strategic
defence outpost. With changing systems, trade patterns also changed. Today Jaisalmer is a major tourist
destination, with the Jaisalmer Fort being the centre of attraction, grabbing eyeballs across the globe for
its fascinating history, architectural beauty in the middle of a desert and the elusive cultural milieu as
best reflected in their food, indigenous dress, jewellery, traditions, customs and rituals, music and dance
forms. Majority of the revenues are drawn from tourism and this facilitated the growth of a new breed
of business interests among the local populace. The scale of mushrooming of hotels, eateries, souvenir
shops, tourist guides, tour operators, dance and music groups, small vendors is magnanimous and their
growth in a span of 40 years is spectacular. This clearly reflects the change in trade dynamics, interests
and economy which is further facilitated by neo-liberal privatization policies after the 1990 and which is
best reflected in the media revolution in terms of television, radio, internet, photo documentation etc.
that helped boosting the region. The sole source interest centring around the Jaisalmer Fort, which pulls
visitors from across the globe. The footfall since 1975 had tremendously increased and today it sees an
annual footfall of more than 3 lakh visitors. Thereby it clearly shows that the Jaisalmer fort is today the
mainstay of the economy, boosting the tourism industry of the region, apart from catering to a strong
defence outpost in their peripheries. Small scale industries like traditional clothing houses, jewellery,
spices, local music and dance forms as a business interest, is thriving as a result of this change and the
impact of it to various communities engaged in it.
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3.3 CRITERION FOR INSCRIPTION (AND JUSTIFICATION FOR INSCRIPTION UNDER THESE

CRITERIA)
Cultural Criterion (ii): exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time
or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or technology,
monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design
The Fort of Jaisalmer exhibits an important interchange of Princely Rajput ideologies in fort planning,
art and architecture from the early medieval to late medieval period. The forts trace the development
of Rajput architecture and technology, monumental arts and landscape design that subsequently
influenced the architectural development in Rajasthan and Central India for centuries.

a ) Planning principles which evolved into the late medieval Rajput Fort-Palace typology
with integration of Mughal ideas: As a significant typology of fortifications as per
ancient Indian treatises such as ‘Arthashastra’ by Kautilya and ‘Manusmriti’ by Manu
from 350 BC onwards. The basic layout of the fort as it was designed in the medieval period is
still intact, including the street layouts, public squares, fortification etc. There are no major
landscape interventions undertaken at the site as there were no green areas designed / planned
inside the fort.
b) Rajput defense architecture: The fort demonstrate the development of defense mechanisms
from the 11th to the 18th centuries in Rajput fort planning. Beyond the strategic geographical
placement of the fort on hill top combined with extra defensive system of thick stone walls with
merlons, loopholes at multiple levels for shooting arrows, bastions and typically, a series of gates
placed strategically. Each loophole had a specific target and a viewing angle specifically for the target.
c) Architectural styles and building crafts: The Fort reflect the continuity of the Hindu architectural
tradition in secular structures. The built form of the Hill Forts exhibits a vocabulary of secular forms of
the Hindu tradition as seen in the 12th century palaces of the fort. Jaisalmer Architecture is at par
excellence showing craftsmanship in Hindu architecture from the 12th and 15th century AD. Rajput
secular architecture reflected in the Fort had a direct influence on development of Sultanate and
Mughal architecture. During this period, the Islamic elements were combined with Rajput vocabulary
to develop the Mughal style. At Fatehpur Sikri, the suburban fortified residence of the court (157175
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1585 AD) built by Akbar, the asymmetric layout and intricate stonework reflects traditions of Rajput
architecture. This influence is further observed in the mature Mughal architecture of Red Fort at
Delhi, during the period of Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan. Several places in Jaisalmer fort reflects a
matured synthesis between Mughal and Rajput arts with embellishments such as murals and inlay
S.No

Developments in

Development of defense

Establishment

of

Rajput

Fort Planning

systems in Rajput Forts

architectural form and style
and its development by
integrating Hindu traditions
with Sultanate and Mughal
ideas over Centuries

Jaisalmer

Presents a unique planning of

Two layers of fortification

Palace

complex

medieval Rajput desert hill fort

with a walkway between the two.

arranged around an irregular court

with a central palace structure,

Wide merlons. Small balconies

from

wells, temples and close knit

projecting from the inner wall

Extremely delicate stone carving in

fabric of residences

bastions built in dry masonry with

palace

no mortar

evolved as a regional Rajput style for

which

with
streets

structures

and

spaces
radiate.
temples

Marawar desert region
An distinctive example of desert hill fort type, with bastions for its defence and an extensive township contained
within it from the outset, still inhabited today, along with group of jain temples makes it an important example of
sacred and secular fort.

work elements contributed fort
Table 3.2: Particular elements contributed fort

Reflect Hindu fort planning principles and Rajput military architecture
•

Typology in continuity with ancient to medieval Hindu concepts: The hill fort has been
considered as a significant defended typology of fortifications as per ancient Indian treatises
such as ‘Arthashastra’ by Kautilya and ‘Manusmriti’ by Manu from 350 BC onwards.
Reinterpreting the ancient treatises, the 15th century text, ‘Raj Vallabh’ by the chief architectartisan of Sisodia ruler Rana Kumbha of Mewar mentions 15 kinds of forts based on shapes,
location of water bodies nearby and topography; the fort is made on the highest hill so that is
remains completely inaccessible to the enemy. Another category of forts is the Vanadurg or
forest fort.
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•
Table 3.3: Typology of the Jaisalmer fort as per Hindu texts such as ‘Arthashastra’ and ‘Raj Vallabh’

•

S. No.

Name of Property

1

Jaisalmer

Giridurg

Jaldurg

Vanadurg

Marudurg

(Hill fort)

(Water fort)

(Forest fort)

(Desert fort)

Fort planning: Rajput fort planning is essentially derived from Hindu guidelines and principles
with significant characteristics being:
-

Location of the royal abode on the highest and safest point of the terrain with extra layer
of fortifications around them. Within this palace complex, the religious area for personal
use by the royal family would occupy the highest and focal point.

-

Location of temples and religious structures on other peaks of the terrain.

-

Placing a series of 5 or 7 gateways to enter into the fort with Suraj Pol (Sun Gate), as the
eastern gateway into the fort.

-

Location of habitation at lower level near arable land with presence of water structures
making water available for agriculture.

Reflect synthesis of architectural styles and building crafts in Medieval Period in North-western
India
•

Development of Rajput secular architecture: The Fort reflect the continuity of the Hindu
architectural tradition in secular structures. 1 Despite the widespread Muslim authority in 15th
century India, the architectural style from 12th -15th century in the Forts of Rajasthan is a
reflection of the relative political independence maintained by the Rajput kingdoms (especially
Mewar) in Rajasthan. The built form of the Fort exhibits a vocabulary of secular forms of the
Hindu tradition. In the 15th and early 16th centuries the region occupied by the Rajput clans was
bordered by independent Muslim sultanates, including Malwa and Delhi and an exchange of
architectural vocabulary is observed in this period though set within the essential framework of
Hindu planning principles for the forts.
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• Adaptations according to the political environment: Of the Rajput clans, the Sisodias of Mewar
are renowned for consistently resisting the tempting rewards of succumbing to Mughal
suzerainty. Though Akbar sacked their fortress capital of Chittor in 1567 AD, they were
undaunted and founded a new capital at Udaipur. They resisted Mughal dominance until the
reign of his successor and even then they disdained active service for the Mughals, considering
that it would involve an intolerable loss of Rajput dignity.

Influence on Mughal architecture: Rajput secular architecture reflected in the Fort had a direct
influence on development of Mughal architecture, starting from the reign of the Mughal Emperor
Akbar. During this period, the Islamic elements were combined with Rajput vocabulary to develop
the Mughal style.
Building crafts: The buildings arts and crafts of the Rajasthan, patronised by the Rajputs in the
medieval period were epitomised in the palaces within the Hill Forts serving as capitals of Rajput
kingdoms. Temples within the fort reflect exquisite stone craftsmanship. Sheesh Mahal at Amber
reflects a matured synthesis between Mughal and Rajput arts with embellishments such as murals
and inlay work. At Jaisalmer, the Sabha Mahal or hall of public audience clearly depict the influence
of Mughal courts in building crafts, at several places one can see Persian stone and mirror work
which is influence of Mughal architecture
Hindu and Jain temple architecture: As seats of Rajput rulers who patronized Jainism and Hinduism, a
number of Hindu and Jain temples were constructed within the Fort. Dating from the 8th century AD
onwards, the typical Hindu architectural vocabulary of these comprises of temple columns, jharokhas
(balconies), jaalis (screens) and flower bosses, richly carved brackets and corbels (supporting some of
the balconies) and chajjas (sunshades). These features are intermixed with profuse decorative carving
depicting religious subjects with a great concern for symmetry and a heavy massing of forms. From the
700 AD period onwards, the Jain usage of Hindu iconography and vice versa is also noticeable in these
temples, with composite iconography becoming a part of the sculptural tradition in different parts of
Rajasthan. A number of Hindu and Jain temples from the 13th-15th century period at Jaisalmer show
varying plan forms, charting the development of the temple form through the period.The Hindu and Jain
temples at the sites are beautifully illustrative of the evolution of north Indian Nagara temple
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architecture. Jaisalmer contains important remains from the 12th century; the whole plan of the temple
follows the pattern of the Solanki and Vaghela school. The temple includes the sabha-mandapa.
This temple is also called navtoraniya after the nine toranas in the mandapa pillars. The trika in its
ceiling has one imposing five human torsos. Dvara-sakhas are pleasantly decorated with the usual floral
and animal renderings. The jangha of the temple is studded with figures of damsels mithunas. Sikhara is
a long rising curvilinear spine, clustered with uru-singas and miniature sikharas. A row of miniature
sikharas adorn the parapet of the boundary walls.

Indigenous water systems: The Fort show water systems developed indigenously respecting the
natural drainage and catchment areas of the hilly terrain. These were a combination of man-made
and natural systems, resulting in facilitating access to water for use by the habitants of the Fort and
for irrigation of crops and gardens. Jaisalmer has series of wells located in different parts of the fort.
It is said, that few of these well never dries.
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Cultural Criterion (iii): bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to
a civilization which is living or which has disappeared
The Fort of Rajasthan is an exceptional testimony to the Rajput cultural tradition and the socioeconomic strata of Rajasthan. The fort has architectural manifestations of Rajput valour, bravery,
feudalism and cultural traditions documented in several historic texts and paintings of the medieval
and late medieval period in India. The fort b e a s r an exceptional testimony to the cultural
traditions of the ruling Rajput clans and patronage provided by them towards development of
religion, arts and literature in the region of Rajasthan over centuries. Rajput clans as symbols of
valour: The new clan of Rajputs emerged during the 7th century onwards as a warrior class in the
region of Rajasthan and Central India, with huge armies and bodyguards forming a barrier to foreign
invasions in western India. The fort has witness traditions of warfare of Rajputs from early to late
medieval period. The Rajputs continued to favour the older style of war that used war elephants in
open engagements and the perpetuation of the psychology that death in battle was a glorious and
desirable end for the life of any Rajput warrior. Rajput valour during wars is also recorded in
comparable state level forts of Jaisalmer, Jalore and Mehrangarh and, the Central India forts of
Kalinjar in Uttar Pradesh and Bandhavgarh, Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh.
Rajput rituals of warfare - Jauhar and Shaka: ‘Jauhar’ (self immolation of womenfolk rather than
subjugating to the enemy) and ‘Shaka’ (warriors charging out of the fort to fight till death, following
Jauhar) were performed a number of times, recording a cultural tradition of the Rajputs for whom
pride and valour was more important than life. This is corroborated by excavations undertaken at
Chittorgarh in 1958-59. Comparable forts contributing to this value are Jaisalmer and Jalore in
Rajasthan and Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh.
Name
Property

of Rajput
committed

clan
jauhar

that Fort invaded by

Year

and

shaka
Jaisalmer

Bhati

Sultan Alauddin Khilji of Delhi

1315 AD

S
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STATEMENT OF INTEGRITY
Jaisalmer
Planning and Landscape: The basic layout of the fort as it was designed in the medieval period is still
intact, including the street layouts, public squares, fortification etc. There are no major landscape
interventions undertaken at the site as there were no green areas designed / planned inside the fort.
Built fabric: In the past century there were no major changes in the built fabric of the fort. All major
buildings/palaces are intact and no substantial addition / alterations were done. Many houses have
undergone additions / alterations as some of them are converted into guest houses, but these changes
are not substantial to alter the basic built fabric of the fort, moreover in most of the cases, local stone
has been used, which is the traditional material for construction and is compatible with the built
environs. The original construction material and substance in historic structures is retained, though at
some places the repairs were carried out with cement and reinforced cement concrete.

Living Settlement within the fortification of the fort, Closely

Arial view of Jaisalmer Fort, which dominates the large

spaced bastions (99 in all) was its distinctive feature of defence.

flat desert around it.

Source: Kapoor, P. and Singh, K., Royal Rajasthan, London, New

Source: Kapoor, P. and Singh, K., Royal Rajasthan,

Holland, 2007

London, New Holland, 2007
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STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY
Jaisalmer
Planning and landscape: The fort is planned following the form of the hill. It has not been changed since
inception. Minor changes were undertaken by some house owners by constructing toilets in the open
areas, but overall no major change has been noticed in its planning and street layouts. Most of the
squares designed for public / community gathering remained unchanged. Paving of the streets in some
areas has been replaced, but the materials remained the same.
Built Fabric:
All major buildings and palace within the fort remain unchanged. The use of these buildings has been
changed into museums in recent times. Some of the houses were converted to guest houses. Primarily
main material for any addition/ alteration undertaken by the houses is local stone only, which is the
original building material. ASI has undertaken conservation of the fort wall and retaining wall, using local
stone only.
Year

1979-80

Area

Excavation/conservation works undertaken

Fort wall

Authenticity
Form

Material

and

and

Design

Substance

Out of plumb masonry of the Fort was dismantled and reconstructed.
The outlet channels, which were filled with silt, were cleared of debris
and the outlets were repaired. Rough chiselled ashlar masonry was
also repaired at some places.

1980-81

Fort wall

In continuation of the previous year’s work, ashlar masonry of the
western fortification wall, adjoining the bastion was dismantled and
rebuilt.

1982-83

Bastion

near

Nidhi prole

The bulging section of the bastion near Nidhi prole was dismantled
and rebuilt in lime cement mortar. Damaged stones were replaced
with new ones.

1983-84

Lower

Bulged and decayed masonry of the lower fortifi cation wall near Nidhi

fortification

prole was dismantled after numbering the stones. Dismantled stones

wall

were reset in lime cement mortar. New stones dressed as per the
original design were also used wherever required and the wall was
properly aligned. The approach road inside the Fort between Hawa
prole and Suraj prole was repaired giving it the correct slope and
gradient. The area in front of Nidhi prole was developed by providing
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ashlar masonry and enclosed by iron grill.

1984-85

Lower

Bulged and decayed portion of the lower Fort wall near old bus stand

fortification

was dismantled after documenting the exact position of each stone

wall

for reassembly. The wall was rebuilt in lime cement mortar after
redressing the weathered stones. The rubble masonry wall at the top
was rebuilt with proper alignment and new stones of a bigger size.

1985-86

Road between

The approach road inside the Fort, between Ganesh proleand Suraj

Ganesh

prole was repaired by removing worn-out and uneven stones and

proleand Suraj

redressing them and relaying them in lime cement mortar. Proper

prole

slope and gradient for the road was also maintained.

Bastion of the

The cracked and bulging bastion of the upper Fort wall was

upper Fort wall

reset.

Pathway from

The

Nidhi prole to

prole was dismantled and reset in lime cement mortar at the

Suraj

presubscribed gradient. The open drain along the path was covered by

undulated

pathway

from

Nidhi

prole

to

Suraj

laying underground pipes.
1986-87
1987-88

Sambhavnath

Chemical treatment and preservation of the stone carvings and

temple

sculptures inside Sambhavnath temple were carried out.

Bastion
the

of
upper

The work of restoring the cracked and bulged bastion of the upper
fortification wall was continued.

fortification
wall
1988-89
1989-90

Lower

The

bulged

out

and

damaged

portions

of

the

lower

fortification

fortification wall was dismantled and reconstructed.

Lower Fort wall

Work of dismantling and reconstructing bulged out and damaged
lower Fort wall was taken up.

1990-91

1991-92

Lower

Bulging and damaged part of the lower fortification wall was

fortification

dismantled, the serviceable material sorted out, and the wall rebuilt

wall

with old and new stones with proper alignment.

Lower

Bulging and damaged part of the lower fortification wall was

fortification

dismantled, the serviceable material sorted out, and the wall rebuilt

wall

with properly dressed stones in lime cement mortar. The wall was also
provided with weep holes.
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1992-93

1993-94

1994-95

Lower

Bulging and damaged part of the lower fortification wall was

fortification

dismantled and reconstructed in random rubble masonry. Collapsed

wall

ashlar stone masonry was reset.

Lower

Bulging and damaged part of the lower fortification wall was

fortification

dismantled and reconstructed in random rubble masonry. Collapsed

wall

ashlar stone masonry was reset.

fortification

Bulged and weathered masonry of the wall was dismantled up to 10

wall

meter height with the help of a chain pulley, and was reconstruction
using ashlar masonry for the facing and random rubble masonry in
lime cement mortar as the core wall. The wall was given proper
alignment, provided with weep holes and built using old serviceable
stones, properly dressed, as well as, new stones. Reconstruction of
the dismantled portion of the collapsed lower Fort wall along Shiv
Marg was also taken up.

1995-96

Lower Fort wall

The collapsed portion of the lower Fort wall was restored with ashlar
stone masonry using dressed stones.

1996-97

Lower Fort wall

A portion of the lower Fort wall that had bulged and was out of plumb
was dismantled, serviceable material sorted out for reuse and the wall
reconstructed as per the original pattern.

1997-98

Lower Fort wall

The portion of decayed lower Fort wall with ashlar stone masonry
facing was reconstructed.

1998-99

Lower Fort wall

The collapsed portion of lower fortification wall on the northern side
was reconstructed partly with ashlar masonry of heavy stone in two
line dressing for facing and rubble stone wall inside in lime cement
mortar. Restoration of lower fortification wall was partly undertaken
at the north eastern and eastern side ring road by ashlar masonry of
heavy stones for facing, and big size rubble stone masonry wall inside
with lime cement mortar.

1999-

Lower Fort wall

2000

The

collapsed,

decayed

and

bulged

portion

of

lower

fortification wall was dismantled and reconstructed partly with ashlar
masonry of heavy stones in two line dressing for facing and partly in
rubble stone in interior of the wall. Also loose and decayed ashlar
masonry stones of the upper bastion were taken out and new dressed
stones fi xed in lime cement mortar.

2000

Restoration of

Due to unauthorized construction of a restaurant and deposition of

the

debris, a portion of the lower fortification wall near the old jail

lower

fortification

building had collapsed on October 17, 1997. The collapsed portion of

wall

the wall was restored at a cost of Rs. 5 lakh.
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Due to heavy rain on August 1, 1999, lower and upper fortification
walls were damaged at three places. Out of these, restoration of the
collapsed portion of the lower fortification wall at the southern side
was completed
Another portion of the lower fortification wall, opposite the Police
Chowki, which had collapsed due to heavy rain, is being restored and
about 25 % of work is completed.
Restoration of lower fortification wall opposite the taxi stand, which
was in progress, was completed
Strengthening

After

the

collapse

of

two

bastions

of

the

upper

of bastions

fortification wall and lower fortification wall, the whole Fort was
thoroughly examined and certain bastions and wall portions were
identified for urgent strengthening. These bastions were strengthened
by underpinning. At certain places, the base rock was found exposed
and eroded, the gaps in the exposed rock were filled and the rock
covered to stop any further damage.

Minor repairs

Minor repairs like filling up of joints, replacement of damaged stones,
dismantling of dangerous parapet walls etc. was carried out from time
to time, as and when the need arose.

2000
2001

-

lower

Fortifications were repaired

fortification
wall

2001-

fortification

The portion of the upper and the lower Fort walls that had collapsed

2003

wall

were reconstructed.
The

cracks

and

cavities

in

the

walls

were

also

stitched and fi lled up wherever required. The ramp (mori), in
between the inner and outer Fort walls, wherever accessible was also
repaired and the top surface madewater tight.
2005-10

Toe wall

Excavation and exposition of the original toe wall at places where it
was either covered up or hidden due to raised levels of the adjoining
roads

and

of

its

reconstruction

where

it

was

destroyed in the process. Work of rebuilding of the toe wall was in
progress along the south west portion of the Fort. Largely new stone
was used in the reconstruction, strengthened with the use of cement
mortar and bedding. Detailed documentation is available with the ASI
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Pitching wall

The rebuilding of the pitching wall is an ongoing process. In recent
years, this rebuilding of the pitching wall has been extensive, as is
evident in the significant amount of new stone that has been
introduced. No effort is being made to save the Fort’s historic fabric
through consolidation of the original stone. Failed sections are being
rebuilt as a retaining structure and not in accordance with the original
pitching, which was not intended to act as a retaining wall.

2010

Restoration of

Badly damaged, decayed, tilted and dislodged dry masonry pitching

Pitching

wall length of 10 mtr in Section-I was reset the ashlar stone wall with

Wall

Trial Project

the help of new as well as old stone on a cement concrete base,
clamping of stone members

2011

outer

Conservation and Restoration

fortification
wall

from

Khirki Pada to
Kanwar Pada
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4.0 VISION STATEMENT

Conserving the Historic Built Fabric of Jaisalmer Fort.
To sustain the Outstanding Universal Value and to effectively manage the site in order to protect,
conserve and present it to the public and to transmit it to future generations.
The vision can be achieved by continually sustaining the state of conservation of all the structures within
the Fort, this can be achieved through consultation and involvement of other agencies as well as of locals
in the functioning of the fort, helping visitors to have an emotionally engaging experience and by
promoting greater understanding of the issues, so that the solutions are beneficial for all.
The fort has a huge number of historic structures, which need to be conserved for the future generations
to come, this can be attained through support of all the government and non- government agencies
functioning inside the fort.
Sustaining the Living Traditions and Cultural Values of the “Living Fort”
The forts of Rajasthan are an exceptional testimony to the Rajput cultural tradition and the socioeconomic strata of Rajasthan. The Jaisalmer fort has architectural manifestations of Rajput valour,
bravery, feudalism and cultural traditions documented in several historic texts and paintings of the
medieval and late medieval period in India.
Rajput rituals of warfare - Jauhar and Shaka: ‘Jauhar’ (self-immolation of womenfolk instead of
surrendering to the enemy) and ‘Shaka’ (warriors charging out of the fort to fight till death, following
Jauhar) were performed a number of times, recording a cultural tradition of the Rajputs for whom
pride and valour was more important than life. The event of “Jauhar” during the war was a result of
the strong beliefs of women preferring death instead of getting disgraced by the enemy. Following
Shakha, the men of the fort courageously use to open the gates of the fort and attack the enemy and
fight until death. The spots where Jauhar took place within the fort are still revered by the people.
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5.1. HERITAGE MANAGEMENT ISSUES INCLUDING CURRENT ISSUES OF CONSERVATION OF
MONUMENTS AND SITES
Issue 1: Existing management frame work for the fort further needs to be strengthened, to
narrow the existing communication gap between government agencies and inhabitants of
fort
It is observed that existing management framework needs to be strengthen asthere is confusion and
communication gap in the regulatory mechanism between inhabitants, stakeholders and government
institutions. This leads to unauthorized construction, mismanagement and noncompliance of
government rules and regulations. More active public interaction and an effective medium is needed
between locals and government agencies. Interventions are needed to ensure proper coordination
between various government agencies also. This shall be addressed through the new management
structure. The multi- stakeholder Fort Apex Committee has been set up to facilitate management of the
site. This should create linkages between the site and other development agencies of the central and
state governments for ongoing development works.
Objective1
Preparation of Comprehensive Management Framework that is implemented ,monitored and reviewed
through active and effective partnership of bodies.

Issue 2: Rapid increase of unauthorized hotels/ restaurants/ guest houses inside the fort
In the present scenario there are several hotels/ restaurants/ guesthouses running inside the fort. As
per the records no license has been issued to them by municipality or any other relevant agency, and
many are not registered. In the absence of any building/ operational regulations or their
implementation, mushrooming of restaurants/ hotels/ guesthouses is taking place without any quality
control. Therefore, detailed building and developmental guidelines and regulations along with clear
procedure to procure license for restaurants are needed. Appropriate adaptive reuse of the historic
buildings needs to be promoted as per prepared reuse guidelines. These shall be addressed in the
subsequent sections of this Management pla
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Figure 83 & 84. Images showing mushrooming of hotels and restaurants on the roof top

Objective2
To organize and regulate hotels/ restaurants/ guest houses within the fort as per Management
Framework and guidelines.

Issue 3: Deterioration and bulging of fort wall due to pressure exerted from wet soil within,
due to water seepage
The problem of water seepage through the sewer system & percolation of rainwater is one of the major
issues inside the fort. This has created an alarming situation, as this has resulted in serious damage to the
fort wall and the toe wall of the hill. This has also taken toll on the structures inside the fort, which is evident
from the water seepage in almost all the basements in the houses. Besides this, the present underground
water reservoir also shows signs of leakage. The overhead tank is also deteriorating at an alarming rate; if
the situation persists, this might be a major concern. The reservoir shall be shifted outside the fort and steps
should be undertaken to retrofit the overhead tank. For complete eradication of this problem, the water
supply and sewer pipes require urgent replacement, which is already being implemented by RUIDP. Close
monitoring by ASI is required during the process so that no archaeological evidence is lost. Since there is
restricted water-supply to households, bore holes are being dug for individual supply and storage.
Commercial outlets and set ups need to conform to guidelines and standards for water management. In
addition to this, individual and bulk water meters are required to be installed in the system for monitoring
the same, as well as meters to check bulk sewer waste water disposal from fort. The traditional drainage
system incorporating cleared ghut nallis and natural run-off should be integrated in the current plan.
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Figure 85 & 86. Images showing water seepage through the fort walls.

Objective 3
To take measures to reduce water seepage inside the fort.

Issue 4: Overhead electrical supply lines running in close proximity to the houses, degrading
aesthetics of the historic place and is a potential fire hazard
Overhead electrical wires not only interrupt the view of the place but are also a safety hazard for the
locals and visitors .Overhead open power lines destroy the rich aesthetic quality of the fort by blocking
the view & compromising aesthetics of the historic area with overhead electrical and telephone cables.
These wires need to be underground; this is presently being implemented by RUIDP.

Figure 87 & 88. Images showing overhead electrical wires disturbing the view
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Objective 4
To improve safety of inhabitants/ visitors and enhance aesthetics of the built heritage by appropriate
installation of services

Issue 5: Solid waste disposal from fort & regular cleaning
It was noticed that due to improper implementation of solid waste disposal system, waste was being
dumped on the slopes of the hill; this included building rubbish disposed after repairs and construction.
In the recent past a local NGO along with the Municipal Council took initiative to undertake the cleaning
of the fort. This made a major impact and improved the situation to a great extent. Now local NGO
monitors the day to day cleaning of the fort and proper disposal of the solid waste. Adequate
manpower and equipment are now available to perform the task in an effective manner. About 250
dustbins have been placed at different locations by the NGO to collect the waste. This model worked
well and is successful; such public involvement shall be encouraged in the regular maintenance of the
fort. Local NGOs also need to be involved for creating awareness and sensitizing users about the need
to maintain cleanliness for local community and visitors to the fort. Waste collection from households/
hotels/ restaurants should be undertaken directly and processed appropriately. Commercial outlets and
setups need to conform to guidelines and standards for waste management

Figure 89 & 90. Images showing problem of solid waste disposal

Objective 5:To improve cleanliness/ hygienic conditions inside fort.
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Issue 6: Deteriorating built historic fabric, specially fort wall and bastions
A comprehensive conservation plan for the fort needs to be prepared to conserve the built fabric and
archaeological sites as per international standards and best practices. The fort wall is deteriorating and
showing signs of structural distress primarily due to water seepage and additions of storeys over the
original fabric. Structural cracks and dislocation of stones, including bulging of masonry is a common
sight throughout the fortification. There are a few bastions which are on the verge of collapse. This
must be dealt with urgently.
There are several dilapidated structures and vacant properties inside the fort, which cause risk not only
to the inhabitants but also to the neighbouring buildings. Besides neglect, lack of maintenance and a
lack of sense of association have also resulted in damage of built form. Regular monitoring & recording
of the condition assessment of the buildings should be undertaken. The comprehensive conservation
plan for the fort should be executed in a phased manner, with high priority works being
implemented urgently. An understanding of the Archaeological resource of the site is required.

.
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Figure 93 & 94. Images showing dilapidated structures inside fort

Objective 6
To conserve built heritage and archaeological remains as per international standards and best practices.
To ensure stability and safety of all the structures inside the fort.

Issue 7: Lack of financial incentives leading to deterioration of historic fabric
Rapid developments due to commercialization is resulting in loss of historic built resource. The
architectural and historical value of the buildings needs to be recognized and stakeholders need to be
encouraged to retain and conserve their historic structures by offering them incentives.
Feasible incentive programmes need to be devised for inhabitants, such as soft loans for private
conservation efforts.
Objective 7
To encourage stakeholders to retain and conserve their historic structures by offering them incentives.

Issue 8: Disorganized vehicular traffic at the fort
During peak hours of tourist season, there is major problem of traffic inside the fort. Pedestrian
movement is difficult during this time and all the tourists find this a major problem as it is very noisy
inside the fort.
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According to the survey conducted by Site Management Team, this is the major problem faced by most
visitors inside the fort. Therefore, regulated traffic movement strategies are required for the fort. Only
two-wheelers owned by the residents & service/emergency vehicles should be allowed inside the fort.
Environment friendly carts/vehicles can be brought in to use to help elderly, differently-able and patients
to reach up to the fort.
The fort should be declared a NO horn zone. Empowered committee/ District Collector shall consider
imposing heavy fines on the offenders. Adequate parking for auto-rickshaw and other public transport
should be allocated near the fort. Auto-rickshaw parking in front of Akhay Prol should be shifted along
with limited number of autos at the halting point.

Figure 95. Image showing vehicular traffic inside fort
Objective 8
To make the fort pedestrian friendly and a No horn zone

Issue 9: Lack of proper interpretation of fort and amenities for visitors
The fort has a long, complex history and a medieval style of architecture. For better experience of the
visitors, proper interpretation of the site is needed. Interpretative material is scarcely available to
tourists. There is only one tourist reception centre, which is usually closed and is hidden behind the
parked vehicles. A proper interpretation centre is needed along with tourist information centers. There
is a need for organizing the tourist guides sector. Installation of proper descriptive, directional and
identification signage inside the fort at appropriate locations is required. Infrastructure and facilities for
visitors need to be upgraded, such as toilets & drinking water facilities for visitors, inside and outside the
fort. There is absence of structural policy linkages between tourism development and heritage
conservation.
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It is imperative to have heritage awareness programmes for residents and city dwellers about the value
and conservation needs of the heritage site. Heritage walk routes of various kinds need to be
developed. The kind of training programmes required for guides and tourism operators need to be
identified, broadly covering: history, language programme, sensitization towards heritage, association of
present Jaisalmer with outside world. Comprehensive graphical pamphlets should be developed
following in depth research work by scholars also taking oral history into account. Local scholarly work
should be encouraged to contribute to the information base.

Image 96 & 97. Image showing tourist reception center is usually closed.

Additional issues as per Visitor Management plan:
9.a). Lack of comfortable and sustainable transport facilities for elderly citizens
A majority of domestic and foreign visitors interviewed were fairly young, in the age group 25-35 years.
More males than females were interviewed, owing to hesitation both on the part of females to respond to
the researchers, who were male, as well as on the part of the researchers to approach females. It may be
noted that a tour of the Fort is diﬃcult for senior citizens and also for persons with disabilities. Some golf
cart tours may be envisaged in special cases.

9.b). Lack of trained guides, undermining tourist experience
The respondents, both domestic and foreign, as a majority, covered the major destinations in the Fort,
including the Royal Palace, temples, cannon and view points and the traditional havelis. However, very
few had a map of the Fort and had to ask the way, or else follow the signage. Amongst these, 54% of the
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foreign visitors had a map and other information from the internet. A majority of the visitors, 65% of the
foreign visitors and 58% of the domestic, did not hire a guide, preferring to find their own way around.
Of those that did, there was a preference for a local guide as opposed to one provided by the tour
operator. It should be noted that the lack of a guide undermines a full experience of the vast knowledge
and multiple nuances about the Fort that could truly enhance the visitor experience.
9.c). Lack of proper information about rich cultural resources at entrance of fort
Currently, the unguided visitors arrive at Dussehra Chowk before they actually begin their tour of the
Fort. In doing so, they miss many historic structures like the Jail, Ranchhorji Temple and the Memorial
Stones. The area just within Akhey Prol is like a parking lot, with no information available to guide the
visitors further.

Objective 9
To enhance visitor experience of the fort

Issue 10: Lack of opportunities and professional prospects for youth
Although, people inside fort are mostly employed in tourism related activities, it needs to be more
channelized as it fails to sustain the locals in tourist off season. There is a need to channelize the youth
towards other vocational trainings and by developing their interest in education sector, which would
provide them with better vision and prospects to diversify their business.
Objective 10
Developing additional livelihood programs for the local population

Issue 11: No risk management plan for the fort
It is observed that several areas in the fort are deteriorating at an alarming rate. Some of these areas
are habitable structures and structurally extremely unstable. Deterioration is partly due to ageing and
some are affected because of natural calamities. Besides this, being one of the major tourist
destinations of India, strategies are also required for any unforeseen human terror attacks. Therefore, it
is imperative to have a risk management Plan for the Fort which safeguards the structure from natural
and human terrors. This requires identifying high risk prone areas in the fort and continuing to monitor
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the built heritage resource to ensure that buildings at risk are identified. This entails implementing a
programme of regular inspection and maintenance for all historic buildings and monuments.
Critical areas would be identified for emergency evacuation and response. Structural issues would be
recorded to deduce vulnerabilities with respect to seismic movement, wind erosion, collapse and
inadequacies with drainage systems.
Objective 11
To develop comprehensive Risk preparedness Plan for the fort

Issue 12: No clear ownership title of the properties
In the present scenario there is no clear ownership record of the properties inside the fort. Although
properties under major trustees like properties under Giridhar Smarak Dharmarth Nyas Trust and Jain
trust are clearly marked and demarcated, but other properties have no clear ownership titles. Due to this
problem it is difficult to implement regular procedures followed by government agencies towards
conservation/reuse of the buildings. An interim solution should be worked out till the new management
system is implemented.
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Figure 98 & 99. Images showing tourist reception center, usually closed

Objective 12
To establish a management system to demarcate clear ownership of property

Issue 13: Stray animals on the streets of fort are potential threat to the visitors and locals
Issue of stray animals inside the fort has been persistent since a long time and is a major concern for the
safety of locals and visitors. Although several attempts have been made by local agencies to eradicate this
problem, but it persists due to implementation lags. In order to tackle this effectively, it is imperative to
come up with measures like shifting out cattle to cattle shed made by government & NGOs outside the fort,
and by introducing innovative design solutions for cattle restrictions (like cattle trap at locations such as
entrance gate Akhay Prole.
Objective 13
To make the fort free from stray animals
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Figure 100 & 101. Images showing stray animals at Dushera Chowk

Issue 14: No reuse programe for historic places
The fort has several structures which have not been in use since a long time. The historical significance
of these structures is high and if they remain derelict, they might collapse. Therefore if these structures
are utilized under a reuse programme (driven by community needs), it would result in revenue
generation and would be extremely beneficial for maintenance of the structures as well. Guidelines have
to be prepared and followed for reuse of historic places.
Objective 14
To promote appropriate adaptive reuse of the historic buildings

Issue 15: No database and records of previous scholarly research work done till date
Jaisalmer city has attracted several scholars from all over, a lot of research has been carried out on
subjects like history, architecture, anthropology etc., but there has been no accessible record of this
valuable data till date. There are several local historians as well who have abundance of knowledge.
These scholars need to be recognized and all the scholarly work needs to be kept in the records for
public usage. A public library in the fort should be setup, possibly as part of the historic places reuse
plan, which has data from all the resources, including access to this Site Management Plans and Sub99
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plans. An online database should be created to raise awareness about the fort and publications
pertaining to different aspects of fort should be encouraged. It is essential to acknowledge and promote
local historians working for the fort.

Objective 15
To create a research tank that consists of all previous work and present work of scholars and
organizations
Issue 16: Lack of monitoring mechanisms
Management of a heritage site is a dynamic process and does not stop with the preparation of a
management plan. Periodic monitoring of the implementation of the management plan is an essential
function of the Fort Apex and Empowered Committees. This includes formulating monitoring indicators
based on objectives and action plan of SMP.
Objective 16
Periodic Monitoring of implementation of SMP and actions taken

Issue 17: No regular review procedures to evaluate progress
Although the overall objectives and the action plans are proposed for immediate to long-term timeframe, a periodic review and revision of the SMP is required. This would include identifying current
issues periodically and their subsequent action plan. It is understood that implementation of the SMP
would result in achievement of identified objectives; however over a span of time new objectives would
need to be addressed that are triggered by circumstances.
Objective 17
Revisiting SMP periodically for tracking achievement of objectives

Issue 18: Deterioration of fort wall and bastions
The fort wall is deteriorating and showing signs of structural distress primarily due to water seepage and
additions of storeys over the original fabric. Structural cracks and dislocation of stones, including bulging
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of masonry is common sight throughout the fortification of the fort. There are few bastions which are on
the verge of collapse. This must be dealt with urgently. A comprehensive conservation plan for the fort
wall should be prepared and should be executed in a phased manner.

Figure 102. Image showing bastions with new construction over it, which has completely altered its basic form.
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Figure 103 & 104. Images showing bastions with new construction over it, which has completely altered its basic form.

Objective 18
To have proper conservation strategies for conservation of fort wall for coming years

5.2. List of Objectives for the Management Plan
Objective1

Preparation of Comprehensive Management Framework that is implemented,
monitored and reviewed through active and effective partnership of bodies

Objective2

To organize and regulate hotels/restaurants/guesthouses within the fort as per
Management Framework and guidelines

Objective3

To take measures to reduce water seepage inside the fort

Objective4

To improve safety of inhabitants/visitors and enhance aesthetics of the built
heritage by appropriate installation of services

Objective5

To improve cleanliness/hygienic conditions inside fort
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Objective6

To conserve built heritage and archaeological remains as per international
standards and best practices. To ensure stability and safety of all the structures
inside the fort

Objective7

To encourage stakeholders to retain and conserve their historic structures by
offering them incentives

Objective8

To make the fort pedestrian friendly and a No horn zone

Objective9

To enhance visitor experience of the fort

Objective10

Developing additional livelihood programs for the local population

Objective11

To develop comprehensive Risk Preparedness Plan for the fort

Objective12

To establish a management system to demarcate clear ownership of property

Objective13

To make the fort free from stray animals

Objective14

To promote appropriate adaptive reuse of the historic buildings

Objective15

To create a research tank that consists of all previous and present works of
scholars and organizations

Objective16

Periodic Monitoring of implementation of SMP and actions taken

Objective17

Revisiting SMP periodically for tracking achievement of objectives

Objective18

To have proper conservation strategies for conservation of fort wall for coming
years
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6.1. CURRENT MANAGEMENT CONTEXT
6.1.1 STATUS OF PROTECTION

Jaisalmer Fort is declared as Monument of National Importance under The Ancient and Historical
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Declaration of National Importance) Act, 1951 (No LXXI
of 1951) cited as “Jaisalmer fort including Ancient temples”. By virtue of protection, provisions of the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1958 shall be applicable to said property
“Jaisalmer fort including Ancient temples”.

6.1.2. EXISTING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
Jaisalmer fort falls within the boundaries of the Municipal Council (Local municipal body) as ward
number 4. By virtue of its act, the primary responsibility of municipal body is to provide basic amenities
to its residents for comfortable living. Hence, Nagar Parishad provides basic services like water
supply, sanitation, solid waste disposal etc. inside the fort. Following the H.H. court order number
th

5907/ 2003 dated 10 February 2004, the local municipal body has refrained from issuing any kind of
permission for new cons truction, licensing of hotels, restaurants etc.
Other departments like Public Health Engineering, electricity board, Post and telegraph, BSNL, police etc.
are also providing their services inside the fort.
Majority of the departments listed above fall directly under district administration and are
State’s subjects. Presently, coordination between these departments is done by the head of district
administration i.e., District Collector.
Responsibility of construction and restoration of the protected site lies with the Archaeological Survey of
India and presently they are undertaking conservation of the toe wall of the fort.
Presently State Government has formulated a two tiered system for Management of the Six Hill Forts of
Rajasthan.
This system is as follows:
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EXISTING MANAGEMENT FRAME WORK
STATE LEVEL FORT APEX
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(SLFAAC)
Chaired by Chief Secretary

EMPOWERED COMMITTEE
Chairman: Collector
Member Secretary: SA, ASI

6.1.2. a) State Level Fort Apex Advisory Committee (SLFAAC)
The prime function of this committee is to monitor and review/critical management issues & policies
for the World Heritage Sites series “Hill forts of Rajasthan” which includes 6 forts in Rajasthan.
The fort Apex committee has been constituted by an executive order by Government of Rajasthan and is
chaired by Chief Secretary, Government of Rajasthan, with representations from various stakeholders/
owners of the Fort. The committee is legally recognized through an official order of the formation of the
committee issued by the Chief Secretary, Rajasthan. This committee meets quarterly.
The other members of this committee are:
1) Addl. Chief Secretary, Home, Rajasthan
2) Addl. Chief Secretary, Environment and Forest, Rajasthan
3) Addl. Chief Secretary, UDH, Rajasthan
4) Pr. Secretary, Tourism, Rajasthan
5) Pr. Secretary, Art, Literature and Culture, Rajasthan
6) Pr. Secretary, Energy, Rajasthan
7) Director W.H.S., A.S.I.
8) Director, Archaeology and Museum, Rajasthan
SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN, JAISALMER FORT, RAJASTHAN
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6.1.2. b) Empowered Committee (E.C.)
The Empowered Committee is charged with the responsibility of Apex committee. The Committee is
responsible for ensuring proper management of each hill fort. The Committee is chaired by respective
District Collectors. The Committee also provides an important forum for deciding the key issues and
management priorities to be addressed. The Empowered Committee for the Jaisalmer Fort comprises of
the following:
1) District Collector (Chair)
2) Superintending Archaeologist, (Jodhpur Circle) Archaeological Survey of India (Member Secretary)
3) SP, Police
4) Commissioner, Nagar Parishad
5) Asst. Director, Tourism, Rajasthan
6) PD, DRDA
7) GM, DIC
8) Ex. En. PHED (Public Health Engineering Department)
9) Ex. En. Electrical
10) Ex. En. BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited)
11) UIT (Urban Improvement Trust)
12) Planer, Town and Country Planning Department
13) Department of Archaeology and Museum, Rajasthan
14) Ward Council or
15) Local NGO
Though the above proposed structure is sufficient to provide spine to the management framework, but
since Empowered Committee has no liability of municipal issues, and for effective implementation it is
imperative formulate a body which takes day to day account of fort issues and problems . For effective
implementation and for regular monitoring and management following management Frame work is
proposed.
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6.2 PRO PO SED MAN AGEMEN T FRAMEWORK
The implementation of the Management Plan requires the support and participation of many
organizations and individuals. The Plan itself can provide the direction for coordinating this effort, but
this requires a significant level of continued commitment and resources if it is to succeed in protecting
and improving the WHS for present and future generations.
It is suggested to formulate “JAISALMER FORT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY (JFMA)”, under State Level
Fort Apex Advisory Committee (SLFAAC). JFMA shall be formulated under Urban Development Act of
Government of Rajasthan.
JFMA would perform key functions of municipality within the defined boundary of Jaisalmer Fort
including

implementing

regulations,

thus

making

d ay -to-day

m o nito r in g

and

implementation o f Management Plan easier and effective.
To ensure proper management, implementation and monitoring of the Management Plan a
Management Framework has been proposed as given below:

PROPOSED MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK
FORT APEX ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Chaired by Chief Secretary,
Government of Rajasthan

(MEET QUATERLY)

Archaeological Survey of India

JAISALMER FORT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
Chairman: Collector
CEO : ADC or Equivalent
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6.2.1 a) State Level Fort Apex Advisory Committee (SLFAAC)
The prime function of this committee is to monitor and review/ critical management issues & policies for
the World Heritage Sites series “Hill forts of Rajasthan” which includes 6 forts in Rajasthan.
The Fort Apex committee has been constituted by an executive order by Government of Rajasthan and is
chaired by Chief Secretary, Government of Rajasthan. This body is already in place and will continue to
function as envisaged for all six Hill Forts.
This committee meets quarterly. The other members of this committee have already been mentioned in
(6.1.2 a)
6.2.1 b) Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority (JFMA)
Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority will be responsible for proper management of the fort and will be
an important part in deciding the key factors of fort. This shall be formulated under Urban
Development Act of Government of Rajasthan. The Authority will be chaired by District Collector.
The Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority (JFMA) shall comprise of the following:

A) Primary Staffing
•

Chairman

•

Chief Executive Officer

B) Administration & Finance Unit
•

Chief Finance /Accounts Officer

•

Support Staff

C)

Technical Unit

•

Archaeologist

•

Conservation Architect

•

Civil Engineer

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN, JAISALMER FORT, RAJASTHAN

108

PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF SITE
•

Support Staff

• Other experts as deemed required for smooth functioning of Authority.

d) Local representative
2Nos as recommended by the chairman of authority
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6.2.2.1) Primary functions of Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority (JFMA)
•
•

Perform key functions of municipality within the defined boundary of Jaisalmer Fort including
implementing regulations.
Coordination with ASI for undertaking minor repairs of the traditional properties as per guidelines/
directives of ASI

•

Manage and ensure compliance of AMSRA Act 1958(as amended in 2010), High Court directives, decisions of
World Heritage Committee as applicable.

•

Provide technical support, training and develop programs for residents

•

Responsible for management of visitor center/interpretation center situated at the site

•
•

Undertake, support and promote Craft activities, management of retail outlets, performance
centers.
Management of revenue generated by its activities.

•

Organization of outreach activities, publication and promotions. This also includes conducting
dance and music performances, festivals, fundraisers and corporate events, etc.

•

Generate and manage funds required to perform its functions

•

General cleaning and solid waste disposal system within the fort

•

Maintenance of public toilets.

•

Managing and training guides for visitors.

•

Conducting Heritage Walks

•

Managing vehicular movement inside the fort

•

Operation of battery operated vehicles from Akhay Prole to Dushehra Chowk
for elderly/differently able visitors and locals.

•

Formulation and operation of livelihood programs for locals.

•

Conducting Risk Preparedness mock drills

The Authority shall work within the purview of AMASR Act and take appropriate permissions to
undertake any kind of repairs/ restoration works, following the guidelines laid by A.S.I.
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6.2.3. Local community and stakeholders
The fort has been inhabited since its creation and people living inside the fort form a very close
community which is known for its very strong traditions of celebrating festivals together and taking out
processions throughout the city. An energetic group of residents had formed an association which
raises concerns of the community in front of authorities as and when required.
The fort has about 2500 inhabitants living inside the fort. There are about 350 households, 37hotels, 12
restaurants and 40 shops. There are about 276 persons belonging to Scheduled Castes, and 22 of
Scheduled Tribes (Bhils). Literacy rate is high, around 80%, with around 600 children below the age of 6
years. There are 1966 workers, of which a small percentage is of marginal workers. The comprehensive
list of stakeholders was derived based on their roles & responsibilities pertaining to the protection,
management, maintenance and use of the fort.
List of Stakeholders
A

Residents of Fort

B

Visitors of Fort

C

State and National Government Agencies
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)

Archaeological Survey of India
National Culture Fund
Ministry of Tourism, (GoI)
District Administration, Jaisalmer
Nagar Parishad, Jaisalmer
Department of Tourism, Rajasthan
Department of Culture, Rajasthan
State Electricity Board, Rajasthan
RUIDP
UDH, Rajasthan
PHED, Rajasthan
BSNL, Rajasthan
Department of Health, Rajasthan
District Industry centre, Jaisalmer
Police & Traffic Police, Rajasthan
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D

Local Non–Government Bodies
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

E

Shri Jaisalmer Lodharva Parsvanath Jain SwetambarTrust
I Love Jaisalmer
KPS (local NGO of fort people)
Jaisalmer Tourist Guide Welfare Association
Fort Hotel Association

Socio –cultural organizations of Jaisalmer
1)
2)

F

Sri Giridhar Smarak Dharmarth NyasTrust

Eminent Writers
Desert Heritage Society

National and International Non –Government Agencies
1)
2)
3)
4)

UNESCO
WMF
INTACH
Jaisalmer in Jeopardy
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6.3 STRATEGIES OF MANAGEMENT PLAN
The approach of Management Plan is based on simple strategy of first to secure/ retain the existing built
Cultural Heritage/elements of the fort and secondly to retrieve and enhance the Outstanding Universal
Value of the fort.
This can be achieved by adopting the following strategies:
a) Conservation initiate for high value built/cultural heritage.
b) Adaptive Re-use for the heritage buildings vacant or under-utilized. PPP mode should be
explored.
Direct benefit shall go to resident.
c) Acquisition of vacant plots and dilapidated uninhabited structures by government
d) Promoting involvement of local NGOs in any government sponsored activities.
e) Provision of priority/ preference for livelihood programs to the residents.

6.3.1 Relationship Of Management Plan With Existing Statutory Plan
Jaisalmer town has a Master Plan 2011-2031. The master Plan gives an overview of Land Use for the
entire fort area under civic body. The Fort falls in ward number 4. According to the Master Plan the Fort
falls under Social-Cultural/ Religious/ Historical Places category under Public and Semi- Public. The
Master Plan under section S.6 (3) a (ii) provides following recommendations for the fort:
• No new construction is allowed inside the fort.
• Appropriate arrangements to be undertaken to improve water supply and sanitation/ sewer disposal.
• Long term plan to slowly migrate growing population and commercial activities outside the fort.
The Master plan, which is a statutory document regulates development through planning controls. As per
the Town and Country Planning Act, for this area (which is a complete municipal ward) Management Plan
should be incorporated as a Local Area Plan. This will help JFMA to implement separate/special
regulations for the fort as per guidelines stated in the Management Plan for heritage conservation and
building repairs, as a building regulation for the fort area under the aegis of A.S.I restoration/repair
guidelines. Hence, such inclusion of Management Plan in the Master plan will provide desired statutory
status to the Management Plan.
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JFMA will be to act appropriately to prevent any unauthorized construction and commercial activities
within the fort.

6.3.2. Proposed Incentives
To ensure sustenance of OUV of the site and its heritage character, residents of the fort may be deprived
of certain privileges, which otherwise they could have enjoyed. At the same time to encourage the
residents to voluntarily participate to achieve objectives of the Management Plan, several incentives
have been proposed.
Key incentives are:
1) Free technical services to enable residents to repair/ restore their heritage properties. (Through
JFMA under the aegis of A.S.I. guidelines)
2) Single window & time bound process for allocating permissions for restoration/ repair of houses.
3) Allocating new plots of land outside the fort on priority/ subsidy by UDH Rajasthan under the
preview of master plan to residents of fort for meeting their growing needs of accommodation.
4)

Provision of priority/ concessional rates shall be considered for those residents of the fort, who

would volunteer to shift their hotel/ restaurant/ other commercial activities out from the fort.
5)

Provision of land to families who decide to shift out of the fort.
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6.3.3. Proposed Financial And Human Resources
Archaeological Survey of India has a central resource pool and funds that are provided by Government
of India for the conservation & maintenance of the Fort.
Funds a re also p rovid ed for specific programs by the Na t ional government, NCF (National
Culture Fund), and RUIDP (Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure Development Board).
Government of Rajasthan has also allocated funds of Rs.2 crores for the fort & its buffers.
The JFMA may be setup with initial corpus funding from the State Government, but it will have a
provision to generate funds from tourism related activities. The Authority will spend funds on the
improvement of visitor experience at the fort. It will also provide advocacy & technical support to
the inhabitants on repairs and restoration of the old building/houses, under the aegis of
Conservation/Restoration /Repair guidelines laid by A.S.I.
ASI has formulated a new circle, “Jodhpur circle” which will look after the fort. Apart from ASI pool of
resources for the fort which is primarily focused on conservation of the fort, JFMA shall engage conservation
architect, community development officer, and security person, etc. for smooth running of its
functions/activities.
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6.3.4. Procedure For Grant Of Permission to private owners for repair works

OCCUPANT OF
PROPERTY

Application
For
approval
To
undertake
repairs

A.S.I

JAISALMER FORT
MANAGEMENT
AUTHORITY

OTHER
AGENCIES (FIRE,
HEALTH,
TOURISM, etc)

PROVIDES TECHNICAL ADVOCACY AND
SUPPORT TO RESIDENTS/OCCUPANTS
1.

All repair works of private buildings/residence should be u n d er t a k e n, un d er the
supervision/monitoring of Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority (JFMA), after due approval in written
from ASI.

2.

Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority will define time bound process.

3.

Applicant should apply in prescribed format and specify use of the building (as per building ByeLaws and conservation guidelines stated in the SMP) to Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority.

4.

Application shall be endorsed by technical unit of JFMA.

5.

Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority shall process the application for its compliance and will forward relevant
document to ASI for approvals. Once approval/ disapproval are received from ASI, or
other agency, JFMA shall proceed further for compliance.

6.

On the receipt of comments/observations on any proposal from ASI or any other agency, the JFMA shall ensure its
compliance for resubmission for approval.

7.
8.

The JFMA shall ensure approval from all relevant agencies before communicating to individual.
Once cleared from all relevant agencies, the proposal will be forwarded to the
Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority (JFMA) which would provide technical support to the
applicant to initiate the process of Conservation/Restoration and Repair.
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9.

Based on the recommendations of the A.S.I, JFMA may issue permit for repairs to applicant.

10.

During the process of repairs and reuse concerned official from ASI and Jaisalmer Fort Management
Authority (JFMA) can inspect the site for its compliance with the given permit.

11.

In-case the applicant does not complete approved works within 2 years, sanction for the proposal
shall be lapsed and applicant must apply for new permissions thereafter.

6.3.4. a) Conditions
1.
All proposals for repair works shall be prepared in compliance of guidelines provided in the SMP.
(refer Chapter 10 )
2.

No person shall make alterations or demolish any building or cause the same to be done without
first obtaining a separate building permit for each such building from the Jaisalmer Fort
Management Authority (JFMA).

3.

Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority (JFMA) shall formulate a Manual (chapter 10 , guidelines on
Repairs and Conservation may be referred while preparation of Manual) for the fort, which details
out repair techniques, materials, etc. of the old buildings and other activities within the fort.

4.

For Restoration or large scale repair works of properties on the plot of more than 100 Sq. M in
area, owner shall also submit Heritage Impact Assessment(H.I.A.) Report of the proposed
intervention for the perusal of Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority (JFMA)

5.

Specific guidelines are provided in the SMP regarding repair/restoration, which should be followed in
addition to other applicable regulations.

6.

JFMA shall ensure submission of H.I.A. Report in in compliance with a qualified conservation architect in case
of a proposals covering more than 100 sq.mt. area.
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6.3.5. GUIDELINES FOR BUILT HERITAGE
6.3.5.1. Additional Guidelines for Hotels/ Guesthouses/ Restaurants
1.

Heritage Hotels as per the Rajasthan Tourism Policy can only be allowed inside the fort provided
they fulfill all other requirements also.

2.

Hotel/ guesthouse/ restaurants should be operated only by owner of the property and must be
regular resident of the fort.

3.

Renting/ Lease/ subletting of property for the purpose of any commerci al ac ti vi ties lik e hotel/
guesthouse/ restaurant are not allowed.
• Hotel/ guest house/ restaurants shall not be allowed to operate without a valid license
from (Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority (JFMA)/ Food inspector) &permit from Competent
Authority.

4.

All hotels / guesthouse /restaurants m u s t follow the architectural development
control guidelines.

5.

Following the building typology of the havelies of fort, Heritage hotels must have central court of
minimum size of 10 feet by 10 Feet.

6.

No temporary/ permanent sheds are allowed on the roof top.

7.

Heritage hotels/ guesthouses/ restaurants are subjected to special additional taxes as hotels/
guesthouses/ restaurants imposes ever load of municipal services and water consumption &
discharge, which are already posing threat to the fort.

8.

Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority (JFMA) shall fix minimum tariff for the heritage hotel
within the fort in consultation with Fort Hotel Association.

9.

All Hotels/ Guest House/ Restaurant should have commercial electrical and water connection.

6.3.5.2. Additional Guidelines for Shops
1.

All Shops should have registration with relevant department and Jaisalmer Fort Management
Authority (JFMA) & sale tax office.

2.

Steel rolling shutters are not allowed on the exterior, shops should have traditional design wooden
doors.
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3.

No Display outside the building limits of the shop is allowed. No display on the fort/ building wall
is allowed.

4.

Hawking is not allowed.

5.
All Shops should follow uniform signage details, as presently installed posters, banners are
temporary.
6.

Shop owners are encouraged to sell traditional and local Jaisalmer art & craft products.

6.4. RECCOMENDATIONS OF VISITOR MANAGEMENT PLAN
1. Visitors Centre at Akhey Prole.
This should take over the following activities.
-Entry record of all visitors. (Identity cards to be carried for security)
-Provision of map and information brochures.
-Drinking water/ toilet facility
-Provision of Guide/ Audio guide.
-Payment of guide fees and Palace Museum entry fees
-Beginning point for guided tours of the Fort
-Procurement point for golf carts
-Counter can be provided for bookings for external tours to sand dunes
2. Accommodation
-Limited number of haveli hotels in the Fort only.
-Licenses to be issued, development control bye-laws to be followed strictly
-Transport of guests/ luggage/ supplies by golf cart/ battery vehicle only.
3. Pre-defined Visitor Movement Patterns in the Fort with proper signage.
-A range of routes should be provided on a map, and supported by adequate signage
- Visitors should be dissuaded from going into areas not marked on the map.
- Golf carts/ Battery vehicles to be allowed in certain areas, not in narrow streets
4. Visitor Amenities
SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN, JAISALMER FORT, RAJASTHAN

119

PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF SITE

- Better and more proliﬁc signage. Haphazard and inappropriate signage for restaurants and hotels to
be standardized in a suitable format as prescribed by JFMA.
- Provision of Few benches/rest points
- Toilet areas to be clearly marked, both on map and via signage
-Solid waste management– more dustbins to be provided at appropriate locations.

- Commercial activities involving use of water should be discouraged

-Havelis to be used as Shopping/Craft Arcades. Designated arcades covering more products, better
products, standardized prices (procured via NGOs / SHGs). Provision of exhibition spa ce s a n d
demonstration areas for local crafts.
-Havelis to be used as Home Food outlets, showcasing Rajasthani cuisine.
- Range of prices, from high-end restaurants to simple menus in mud houses. (Training can be provided
in hygiene, hospitality).
-High degree of quality control, use of RO system water etc.
-Havelis can be used as performance spaces/ Cultural Centre
Calendar can be set up and some functions organized around festivals like Holi, Diwali, Gangaur, etc. to
showcase traditional local culture.

6.4.1. Suggested Visitors Routes
Route 1: Havelis and Traditional water harvesting systems
Route 2: Mud Houses, Bastion, Drains (Ghutnallis) Special interest route: Wells and water
management systems.
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6.5. LIVELIHOOD PLAN RECCOMENDATIONS
Integrated Livelihoods Development – Dovetailing Tourism, Community Capacity building and
Heritage Awareness
There is ample potential for enhancing employment in the region via tourism and small industry. If one
may consider an integrated approach that combines the local crafts and traditional industries of
Jaisalmer with the potential employment and showcasing opportunities that tourism can provide, a wellplanned and tightly governed system of implementation is required.
In a report on challenges faced by the Cultural Heritage Tourism industry in Asia prepared by UNESCO
Bangkok, the following primary issues have been enumerated. (Richard. A Engelhard, “Tourism, Culture
and Sustainable Development: Safeguarding Cultural Heritage Sites and Capacity-building in South Asia”
ADB-UNESCO Roundtable on the Sustainable Development of Cultural Heritage and Cultural Tourism in
South Asia, New Delhi, 16 January 2005)
•

Absence of structural policy linkages between tourism development and heritage
conservation

•

Weak professional capacity in managing cultural heritage and tourism development

•

Lack of local empowerment and capacity to safeguard heritage & engage in tourism industry

The Fort has recently been inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage list. The Lijiang Models for
Stakeholders Cooperation evolved by UNESCO Bangkok provide appropriate guidelines for managing
the Jaisalmer Fort in a sustainable manner, to utilize the benefits of tourism in preserving the site’s
significant cultural heritage.
1. For fiscal management of the Fort, comprehensive financial planning is required, comprising the
following assessments.
•

Environmental and social carrying capacity – some assessments have been made by
RUIDP.
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•

Risk management, preparedness and assessment- assessments done as part of SMP
(identify spaces for crafts arcade, food outlets and cafes, museum, public and private,
performance spaces)

•

Potential for public-private partnerships- retails outlets for crafts products, cafes and
food outlets can be structured within heritage havelis. PPPs can be structured via NCF

•

Conservation incentives and financial support systems for private conservation efforts –
Soft loans can be explored from banking institutions

•

Restructuring of tourism revenue collection through funds generated by other agency for
Operation and Maintenance of Fort and as well as conservation

2. Support heritage management program with legal, administrative and Institutional framework.
The multi-stakeholder Fort Apex Committee has been set up to facilitate management of the site.
This should create linkages between the site and other development agencies of the central and
state governments, for ongoing development works.

-

The DRDA and District Industries Centre should be included in the Apex Committee/EC
Committee. This will ensure that development projects involving local SHGs for crafts,
hospitality and other relevant skills can be incorporated into initiatives concerning the Fort.
Further, development schemes of the state and central governments can be made
accessible to the Fort management.

-

Financial support for the core program. Parts of revenue generated by the Fort should be
utilized for O&M. The JFMA can also access various grants and schemes of the state and union
governments, Departments of Culture, Textiles, Handicrafts etc. to be utilized for dedicated
projects.
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4. Improvement and organization of visitors’ facilities, tourism infrastructure and heritage
awareness at the Fort.
-

Establishment of interpretation and tourist information centers to educate tourists and
tourism operators, as also residents and city dwellers on the value and conservation needs
of the heritage site managed by Fort JFMA

-

Publication and sale of maps, pamphlets, books, films etc. on Jaisalmer Fort

-

Screening of introductory film on the site for visitors prior to entry in the Fort.

5. Heritage Education and skills training
-

Training of guides, to be employed by the Fort JFMA. Employment opportunities may be
generated for the educated youth of the town and district. Partnerships may be envisaged
with hotel and travel industry.

-

Training of local youth in hospitality for managing Fort hotels, restaurants, cafes, retail
outlets etc. These are also opportunities that can be created for the district youth.

6. Guidelines

for

Hotels/Shopping

Arcade,

Food

Outlets/cafes,

Performance

events/festivals/fundraisers.
-

Limited Haveli Hotels should be envisaged for the Fort which conforms to decent
standards of accommodation, service, food and hygiene, waste management and water
management.

-

Home food could showcase multi-specialty cuisine

- Shopping arcade in havelis- the retail outlet could be designed to showcase the authentic crafts
and products of Jaisalmer. Linkages with crafts groups carrying out high quality production,
through District Industries center and DRDA is recommended to optimize the impact on local
economy. Partnerships with specialist crafts marketing and retail organizations like Dastkar may
also be envisaged via a PPP format. The management of the retail outlet may be vested in the
Fort JFMA, which the haveli owner should receive a rental income.
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Food outlets – A range of outlets may be envisaged, including high end home food outlets

-

offering authentic local cuisine, high end multi-specialty restaurants and cafes. Another
option is to have a small 2-3 item menu offering tea and snacks in the mud houses
(as approved by JFMA), which could be an attraction for visitors.
Performance space – a Cultural calendar can be prepared for the Fort by the JFMA, and

-

seasonal music performances by renowned artists arranged in public spaces or private
spaces.
Public spaces for celebrations of festivals like Holi, Diwali, Gangaur etc. can be envisaged,

-

wherein tickets can be charged and traditional food provided.

6.6. RISK PREPAREDNESS PLAN RECCOMENDATIONS
6.6.1. Structural Interventions
General Guidelines
•

All structures that have been identified as critically endangered within the fort area need
specialized structural monitoring and analysis followed by technical interventions.

•

Structures with identified structural issues should be monitored on a regular basis.

•

Structures which are located in the western edge of the fort, especially near the
lineament identified in the course of the geological studies should be monitored for signs
of structural settlement and movement.

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN, JAISALMER FORT, RAJASTHAN

124

PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF SITE
Areas Identified for Immediate Structural Intervention
Site Component

Action

Hazards Addressed

Bastions and

Previous examinations, records of past

Earthquake, progressive

fortification

incidents leading to structural damage have

decay, heavy rainfall

been noted in thefollowingbastions-B7, 8, 9,
18, 41, 42, 46, 47, 63, 64, 65, 68, 69, 20,
21, 23 These need further structural
Investigation and interventions
Pitching Wall

Areas have been previously identified during

Earthquake, progressive

the WMF funded project and are currently

decay, heavy rainfall

being restored by the ASI. This work needs
constant monitoring to ensure the newer
portions of the pitching wall are structurally
compatible with the older
Gateways

Hawa Prole, Ganesh Prole need urgent action,

Earthquake, progressive

while Akhey Prole also requires conservation

decay, heavy rainfall

along with the smaller proles in the fort
Royal Complex
Residential Fabric

The Paiga and Kanwarpada need structural

Earthquake, progressive

assessment and intervention

decay, heavy rainfall

Identified structures in poor structural

Earthquake, progressive

condition to be consolidated after detailed

decay, heavy rainfall

structural assessment

School near Akhey

The school near Akhey Prole needs urgent

Earthquake, progressive

Prole

Structural consolidation and repairs

decay, heavy rainfall
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6.6.2. Building Use, Repairs and Modifications
General Guidelines

The Site Management Plan has identified several guidelines for building use, allocation of reuse,
additions, alterations, reconstruction, and repairs etc. which are directly related to disaster risk
mitigation. These policies have been identified and expanded upon in this section.
•

Change in floor heights, building heights shall not be permitted.

•

Principal load bearing structural walls cannot be demolished or altered in anyway unless
structurally unsafe.

•

Extensions and additions in the form of projecting balconies or floors are not permissible, unless
ample evidence of a previously existing feature exists.

•

All basements are to be retained in their original form and monitored on a quarterly basis.
Issues of rising damp, seepage or structural issues should be reported to the JFMA for addressal.
No structural intervention or modification is permissible apart from pre-emptive measures
undertaken for structural stabilization, to be undertaken after permission from
Empowered Committee.
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•

Columns and structural supports are to be retained. Incase repairs or replacement is deemed
necessary, action should be undertaken after consultation with the Empowered Committee.
Traditional systems of joinery and repair should be retained as far as possible.

•

Window should not be blocked, altered, extended in existing historic buildings. Tampering with
external walls to provide windows is not permissible.

•

Reconstruction is not permissible inside the fort. Reconstruction may only be undertaken if the
structure has collapsed due to natural disaster or due to structural distress. As far as possible, the
original layout and appearance will be retained based on existing visual and physical evidence. A
Heritage Impact Assessment will be undertaken before any reconstruction activity is approved.

•

The number of commercial establishments and hotels needs to be regulated closely through
licensing under JFMA.

•

Bastions may not be altered or modified in any way in order to accommodate commercial use. Only
structural strengthening interventions might be undertaken.

•

Non-traditional materials such as steel, cement mortars and RCC is not permissible in the fort
unless deemed structurally necessary by Empowered Committee after submission of a Heritage
Impact Assessment.

Areas Identified for Immediate Re-Allocation for Use
Site Component

Building/ Site Component Use to be Reconsidered

Hazards Addressed

Bastions and

Additions and alterations made to the following

Earthquake,

fortification

bastions in order to reuse these as hotels/

progressive

commercial establishments should be identified and

decay, heavy

removed: B1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 14, 21, 23, 26, 37, 38,

rainfall

39, 43, 53, 54, 69
Gateways

Akhey Prole to be used as Visitor Information Centre
and Security Checkpoint.
Guards to be positioned at Ganesh Prole, HawaProle

Royal Complex

The Paiga and Kanwar pada maybe considered for
temporary refuge areas after structural intervention
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Residential Fabric
And Temples

Individual structures have been identified
for
Community level emergency supply storage
areas. These have been highlighted in the case
of Dunda Pada

6.6.3. Services and Infrastructure
The RUIDP Project is currently being implemented within the Jaisalmer Fort and requires close
monitoring by the ASI to ensure it is undertaken in response the complex built fabric of the fort.
During and after the implementation of the project, the following guidelines should be followed:
General Guidelines
Electrical and Telephone Services
•

All electrical and telephone services shall be relocated underground. Part of this process has already
been initiated under the RUIDP Plan in 2014, but will require close coordination and monitoring.

•

All dysfunctional and worn out wiring shall be removed immediately.

•

Distribution boxes and individual electric meters shall be located consistently in tamper proof and
fire proof casing

Water supply, Sewage and Drainage
•

Underground storage tank to be relocated and the existing overhead water tank to be retrofitted.

•

Water samples to be tested regularly for biological contamination, effluents and sediment

•

Water supply to be monitored regularly and pipes and junctions to be serviced periodically as per
monitoring and maintenance strategy outlined in next section.

•

Open storm water drains to be cleaned regularly.

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN, JAISALMER FORT, RAJASTHAN

128

PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF SITE
Areas for Immediate Action
Site Component

Action Proposed

Hazards Addressed

Ghut nallis

All ghut nallis to be cleared of debris, blockage etc. as

Earthquake, heavy

per the ongoing RUIDP proposal. Natural slope rainfall, progressive
patterns leading upto the ghut nalli should be risks of decay
reinstated. (RUIDP-5.6). This action should be closely
monitored during implementation
Wells

All traditional wells should be opened up for

Heavy rainfall and fire

Monitoring regularly and also maybe studied for
potential reuse as emergency water supply storage
facilities
Storm-water

Separation of storm water and sewage lines under

Heavy rainfall and

drains

RUIDP should be closely monitored to ensure minimal

progressive decay

intervention to built fabric
Pitching wall

The gully formation in the southwest edge of the fort

Heavy rainfall,

and growth of vegetation is potential threats to the

seepage, rising damp

site

and

should

be

arrested

during

the

implementation of the RUID Project.

6.6.4. Traffic and Mobility
General Guidelines
•

Strict controls are needed on vehicular traffic within the fort. Only authorized vehicles should be
allowed within the fort and residence passes should be provided

•

Street surfaces that have worn down due to weathering and heavy pedestrian traffic should be resurfaced especially in identified visitor pathways identified in the Community and Livelihoods Plan.

•

Mori access should be integrated within the overall mobility strategy of the fort to ensure alternate
exit routes and access points which may then be used during emergency evacuation when needed.
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Site Component

Action Proposed

Proles

The Proles need to be structurally stabilized- Particularly, Akhey
Prole, Ganesh Prole and Hawa Prole

Streets and Paths

Pathways which have become slippery overtime due to weathering
of the stone surface need to be treated- Particularly, areas from
Dusshera Chowk to Akhey Prole

Mori

The Mori should be addressed as a viable area for emergency
Evacuation and brought into regular use for visitors through walks etc. to
ensure upkeep and maintenance. Identified blocked areas should be reopened

6.6.5 Visitor Management and Security
General Guidelines
•

Visitors shall be encouraged to tour the fort in a prescribed movement pattern. This will enable
better visitor management.

•

Visitor’s entry and exit will be monitored closely to have a clear idea regarding numbers entering the
fort.

Site Component

Action Hazards

Guard posts

Guard posts to be installed at key gateways and entrances and exits
within the fort. This proposal will be implemented in conjunction with
the proposed heritage trails developed as a result of community
participation in the fort

CCTV

CCTV cameras to be installed throughout the fort based on
community consultation and consensus. Entry and exits from various
padas to be monitored closely as well as entrances to the Mori and key
public areas

Police beats

2-3 Tourist police beats need to be installed within the fort and in the
Periphery of the fort based on consultation with the local police force.
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Visitor Reception

A visitor centre has already been proposed through the SMP near the

Centre

Akhey Prole

6.6.6. Monitoring and Maintenance
Maintenance forms an essential component of the management of any heritage property, particularly
one where multiple human activities happen side by side. In the fort, some simple measures of
monitoring can be linked with routine maintenance procedures where implementation can be
undertaken at a neighborhood level. Maintenance activities can be differentiated on basis of weekly,
monthly, quarterly and annual activities and enforcing agency should be clearly identified.
Given the complexity of the issues identified on site regular monitoring shall be undertaken by JFMA technical
team with a provision to invite experts as required.
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Site Component

Interval

Hazards Addressed

Structures with

Quarterly inspection and monitoring

Earthquake, heavy

identified

progression of any cracks or signs of

rainfall, progressive

issues
Structures in

movement
Annual inspection and routine

risks of decay
Earthquake, heavy

good physical

maintenance and cleaning of

rainfall, progressive

condition
Drainage

surfaces and finishes
Quarterly inspection during the year

risks of decay
Rising damp and

channels and

and weekly inspection during

seepage, heavy

network

rainfall

Paving and

monsoon season
Annual inspection and repairs where

street surfaces

required

and risk due to

Services such as

Quarterly inspection and routine

disasters
Fire, heavy rainfall

water supply and

maintenance of fixtures and

and high wind

electrical services

connections

speeds, biological

Man-made hazards

hazards
Storage Areas

Quarterly inspection and routine

Fire, heavy rainfall,

and areas

maintenance activity

Biological risks and

inaccessible to

pests, security risks

public
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6.7. EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE
6.7.1. Evacuation Plan-Routes and Exits
It is important to provide adequate number of properly designed, unobstructed means of exits for
emergency evacuation purposes only. These should be available at all times. In the Jaisalmer Fort,
presently there is only one single entrance and exit point, particularly for vehicles. Furthermore, given
the site’s built edge and topography, it is not possible to provide the requisite number of exits for the
site’s population (both occupants and visitors) without significantly intervening in the fort’s built fabric.
Therefore, a network of potential exits from the site and additions in the form of ramped platforms
would need to be considered. The Ghut nallis and historic doors from the site offer an opportunity to
evacuate people who may not be able to reach the primary exit zone. Two by-pass areas are also being
considered as exit points. Each exit route connects with a temporary refuge space within the site. Since
the fort does have a network of open spaces available, visitors may also be asked to remain in their
positions depending on the nature of the emergency.
It is proposed to initiate a public address system for the site as well as provide emergency signage (in
coordination with the Interpretation strategy which sets out design guidelines for informational and exit
signage). The address system could be restricted to public and religious structures which are distributed
through the padas. The evacuation plan shows the location of emergency entries and exits and
corresponding evacuation routes, safe (refuge) places for people and collection during emergency
situations, location of first aid etc. A detailed evacuation plan has been drafted for Dunda Pada and
connected to the overall evacuation strategy. It is important to have multiple options of exits and access
to the site owing to large number of occupants and visitors and dense fabric. Buildings may also serve as
temporary refuge areas, as identified in plan. The mori should be viewed as a ring pathway around the
fort with multiple access and exit points.
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Proposed Access Point

Advantage

Limitation

Ghut nallies (THREE)

Directly connected to Mori and
can be easily made accessible

Not useful in case of heavy rainfall
or for evacuation of injured or
infirm

Historic Exits/ Doors

Pre-existing options which also
link to the Mori and connect
directly to the exterior of the
fortification

Not viable to evacuate in firm or
injured people without
intervention/ alteration, Currently
not in use

By Pass Point-Near Hawa
Prole, behind the Queen’s
Palace

Maybe useful to bypass potential
bottle necks and endangered areas

Structural intervention or at the
least additions and alterations will
be needed for this to be viable

By Pass Point-Near
Ganesh Prole

Maybe useful for residents in the
north corner of the fort

Structural intervention or at the
least additions and alterations will
be needed for this to be viable

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN, JAISALMER FORT, RAJASTHAN

134

PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF SITE

Refuge Areas for People
Refuge areas need to be provided within the fort, where total evacuation of people is not contemplated.
These would essentially serve as the transit points along the evacuation route, from where the visitors
would be finally evacuated to safer place outside the fort. The location of these refuge areas has been
marked. These are indicated as primary and secondary refuges areas, where the latter are transit areas,
while former would serve as the areas where people would be collected within the site before moving
them out of the area. It is important to note that the primary refuge areas should be approachable by
ambulance and fire services, which would require some structural intervention in the case of the
Jaisalmer Fort, the possibility of which needs further investigation.
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Refuge Area at Macro
Scale

Action Required

Limitation

Zone between Suraj Prole
and Akhey Prole

The Proles need stabilization and
street surfaces need up gradation.
Directional and emergency
signage is required

Located too far for people who
maybe in the western/ southwestern edge of the fort and may
be rendered unusable if the Proles
collapse or are blocked
Surface is too undulating and both
Hawa Prole and Ganesh Prole are
susceptible to geological
movements because of presence of
lineament

Zone between Hawa Prole
and Ganesh Prole

Dusshera Chowk

Structures around the Dusshera
Chowk

Chowk near Annapurna
Temple
Chowk adjacent to
Lakhsmi narayan Temple
Chowks at Pada Level
Mori

Emergency Lighting
Adequate illumination and marking of the means of egress is necessary. Therefore emergency lights
should be installed in all stairs, ramps and corridors, which function as evacuation routes. These lights
might be simple lights without any signage. The floors of areas covered for the means of exit/ escape
should be illuminated to values not less than 1ft. Candle (10lux) at floor level.
The illumination should be arranged so that the failure of any single lighting unit will not result in any
illumination level of less than 2 lux (0.2ft.candle).
It should be miniature circuit breaker type of switch so as to avoid replacement of fuse in case of crises.
Staircase and corridor lighting shall also be connected to alternative supply. The alternative source of
supply maybe provided by battery continuously trickle charged from the electric mains. The overall
emergency lighting needs to be coordinated with the lighting plan for the fort so that the two systems
maybe streamlined.
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Emergency Signage
Exit Signage: According to universal safety standards including the Indian Standards, the color for exit
signage/ action signage is green. The standard placement of such signage’s is above the identified exit
and entry points and should be installed near the identified emergency routes with emergency
illumination. The following Indian Standards should be followed for good practice regarding exit signs
oIS9457:1980– Safety Colors and safety signs
oIS12349:1988– Fire Protection Safety sign
oIS12407:1988– Graphic Symbols for Fire Protection Plan
Directional signage: Directional signage should also be put up along the corridors to point to the
direction of exit. This is important to indicate where people have to choose a particular path along the
way. The directional signage for emergency should be separated by color from that of direction of
general circulation. This signage can be put on the walls or on the floors as illuminated stick—ones.
It is recommended that the signage for evacuation route is integrated with circulation signage and
direction.

6.7.2. Emergency Team
The Emergency team consists of the local municipal bodies, neighborhood committees, and
the Jaisalmer Fort Management Authority, which are supposed to be the first responder to any
emergency situation maybe created. Response procedures to be carried out by the emergency
team would involve various activities such as raising alarm, evacuating occupants and tourists,
instigating initial procedures for protecting the main exit routes and stabilizing the immediate
environment, which shall coordinate with District/City level disaster prevention team/agencies.
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6.7.3. Emergency Preparedness and Response Procedures
General Guidelines
•

The staff on site should be given specific roles to perform in emergencies according to their role
within the management of the site and within the administrative hierarchy. The entire staff should
know appropriate responses and their roles in an emergency situation. The emergency team should
be allocated tasks and areas and should not concentrate in one activity or location. For the purposes
of coordination, division of the response teams according to individual padas maybe useful.

•

Emergency response should involve activating all emergency teams and services and following
necessary procedures by coordinating among various teams.

•

Coordination with nearest fire office, police station, hospital and other line departments should be
established beforehand so that the shortest route to the fort is identified and have sufficient
knowledge of the layout of site. Communication between various stakeholders should be
established beforehand to avoid confusion during an emergency. Drills and Simulations are efficient
ways of practicing this. The maximum time required to reach the site should be used to calculate the
response duration for various activities.

•

The emergency team should hold regular meetings of various team heads for general review the
activities and the status of plan. Each team leader should also convene the meeting of its respective
team members on regular basis to practice and review the responsibilities of the team.

• Each emergency team leader should have a back-up in case the designated leader is unable to
discharge his or her function due to unforeseen circumstances.
• There should be appropriate stock of emergency supplies and equipment needed during emergency
situation, both for the rescue and first aid of people as well as for as handling, dismantling, moving
and emergency treatment of the objects and collections. These should be placed at easily accessible
location, known to all. Some tentative locations have been highlighted within the plan at a pada
level.
• All the staff members especially the emergency team members should be well versed with all the
areas in the site. They should know the main evacuation routes as well as the emergency signage.
• Special public areas should be demarcated for stationing of emergency services such as fire, police
and ambulance during an emergency situation. Such areas should be declared as ‘No Parking Areas’
and easily accessibility to these areas should been secured all the time. Additionally, it may be useful
to equip the local fire station with smaller vehicles or two wheeler vehicles for fire-fighting in
addition to the existing infrastructure. Similarly as mall dispensary should be located within the fort
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itself to be able to address minor medical emergencies in a timely way
• Procedures should be established for the notification of an emergency, which is understood by all the
staff. These should also include informing appropriate people about the emergency and assembling
them rapidly. This may involve raising the alarm, callout list, communication pathways (cascade
system) that would help in arranging recovery teams as per priority, and emergency services liaison.
•

It is crucial that each emergency team member is equipped with wireless device for internal
communication. Communication with all the team members should be feasible through mobile
telephones or radio/ wireless communication.

•

Recovery process should commence only when all safety aspects have been taken into
consideration following a disaster and when the incident has been declared safe by the proper
authorities like police, fire, electricity, building control etc.

•

During emergency situation, the media as well as curious on lookers should be prevented from
entering the complex by security cordoning.

•

Response procedures should be for both during and outside business hours, alerting chain of
command including other organizational departments.

•

All the staff members should have ready access to the directory of emergency contacts. (Under
preparation)

•

Various kinds of training should be identified and implemented on regular basis. This would include
emergency drills, use and maintenance of equipment for emergency response as well as basic
guidelines for the staff for maintenance and monitoring.

Responsibilities of Emergency Team Coordinator
•

Emergency team coordinator is the main person chosen among the staff, who is responsible for
coordinating with various team leaders and also with external agencies such as hospital, fire office
and police for responding during emergency situation.

•

Contact/ meet others for advice and supported emergency services, local authority and
administration.

•

Designate responsibility and provide support by holding regular meetings, identifying key personnel,
anticipate obstacles, prepare directory, set deadlines, reward achievers– all under his supervision.
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Responsibilities of Safety and Security Team
•

PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF SITE

Conduct a monthly security survey of fort, staffing, collection & administration and recommend
security- related protective measures.

•

Designate specific duties and responsibilities of the security personnel on site and evaluate them on
quarterly basis.

•

Review the procedures of monitoring the activities of the visitors and staff.

•

Stock emergency supplies and equipment needed for safe evacuation of the people including those
who get injured during emergency situation (List of equipment under review). The team should
know the use of equipment and their location should be easily accessible.

•

The team should regularly practice the evacuation routes in site and buffer zone.

•

The procedures for handling the injured during emergency situation should be practiced in
consultation with the doctor. Poor handling may cause more injuries to the victims.

Responsibilities of Buildings Team

•

Monitor the structural safety and security of the fort, seeking advice from the various experts
identified in the team

•

Recommend building-related protective measures and list priorities.

•

To check the safety of fort and identified structures

•

Have a detailed inventory of the objects in the public buildings as well as objects of high value. Know
which collections to evacuate first, if necessary, and how to handle them properly and accordingly
set the procedures and guidelines for handling and moving objects. In particular, this applies to the
special features identified on site.

•

Identify potential safe rooms and/ or outside shelters. Make contingency arrangements for
temporary accommodation which might be needed following serious building damage. Its
availability should be regularly checked and logged.

•

Establish control point and a disaster recovery area under tight security as items can go missing
from such areas if by standers are able to get too close.

•

Personnel’s and contractors work must be monitored throughout response and recovery stages.
Keeping record of locations and box numbers of material moved.

Stock emergency supplies and equipment for handling, moving and emergency treatment of collections
or special features.
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Responsibilities of Administration Team
•

Evaluate record-keeping systems and procedures.

•

Anticipate financial and legal concerns for emergency situation.

•

Evaluate equipment/ data safety and needs.

•

Recommend records-related protective measures

•

Review insurance coverage and procedures.

The administration team should take care of the internal security and other arrangements
during emergency response such as preventing the response area from crowding, organizing
areas for various activities, ensuring supply of equipment /supplies and facilitating internal and
external communication.

6.8. POST-DISASTER PLANNING AND RECOVERY
(Under review)
Once an emergency situation has officially been deemed to have ended, the recovery process
needs to be initiated for the site, its collections and management. This involves a series of steps
beginning from:
1. Post-disaster assessment of both movable and immovable heritage attributes and collecting
the data
in a meaningful manner in order to inform the planning process
2. Establishing processes and timelines for recovery as well as creating estimates and listing
resources needed at this stage a team of experts needs to be formulated to steer the recovery
process.
3. Raising funds and resources and linking with the larger institutional framework.
4. Linking recovery with mitigation and using the recover process as a means of reducing future
disaster risks to the site and its attributes.
6.8.1. Assessment Procedures
During post disaster recovery phase, the key objectives of damage assessment of immovable as
well as movable heritage components is to reporting their condition, as accurately and
consistently as possible. This condition report and the attached notes are NOT meant to be a
replacement for a professional conservator’s/ conservation architect’s evaluation. It is mainly
meant for immediate accounting and assessment of immovable heritage component after a
disaster and to provide preliminary data for a professional conservator/ conservation architect,
who will be called in once the situation has been stabilized.
SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN, JAISALMER FORT, RAJASTHAN

141

S.NO.

OBJECTIVES
1 Preparation of
Comprehensive
Management
Framework that is
implemented,
monitored and
reviewed through
active and effective
partnership of
bodies.
2 To
organize
and regulate
hotels/restaura
nts/
guest
houses within
the fort as per
Management
Framework
and guidelines.
3 To take measures to
reduce water
seepage inside the
fort.

TASKS

ACTIONS

AGENCIES

Fort Apex Committee creates
linkages between the site and other agencies of
the central and state governments through
Empowered Committee.

Adoption of SMP and Management
Framework by Fort Apex Committee
and recommending it for inclusion in
the Jaisalmer Master Plan

ASI, Fort
Immediate
Apex
within 6 months
Committee,
JFMA

Formation of management agency
to manage, maintain and monitor day-to-day
activities of the fort, on behalf of Fort Apex
Committee.

UDH shall constitute Jaisalmer Fort
Management Authority

UDH, Fort
Apex
Committee

Subletting/ leasing of property for
commercial use to be restricted. Visitors to be
discouraged from staying in unregistered hotels/
guest houses.

Make licensing of restaurants
compulsory and registration of
hotels/ guest houses/ home stays
mandatory as per parameters in SMP
(as per existing rules and regulatins)

JFMA, Health Immediate
department, within 1 year
ASI,
Tourism
department

Promote appropriate adaptive
reuse of the historic buildings.

Formulation of guidelines for hotels/
restaurants and guest houses and
adoption of same by JFMA

JMFA, ASI

6 month

Implementation of water supply
and sewerage plan as soon as possible,
integrating traditional drainage systems of ghut
nallis.

Ensuring archaeological remains /
strata and historic fabric is not
disturbed.

RUIDP, ASI

Ongoing

Shifting of underground main
water reservoir to outside the fort and retrofitting
overhead tank under strict monitoring and
supervision of experts.

Allocating land for underground
reservoir outside the fort by
Municipality and execution of work
by JFMA.

JFMA, PHE Short term
Dept.,
within 3 years
Municipality

To ensure regular uninterrupted
regular water-supply except to unauthorized
constructions to prevent use of online boosters
and individual underground water storage tanks.

Installing meters for individual and
bulk water supply. Also installing
meters to check bulk sewer waste
water disposal from fort.

PHE, JFMA

TIME-FRAME

Immediate
within 1 year

Short term
within 3 years

S.NO.

OBJECTIVES

TASKS

ACTIONS

AGENCIES

Creating awareness among locals Gradual phasing out of underground NGOs,
and encouraging them not to
storage tanks. Awareness generation PHE,
JFMA
use/ construct underground
of water management.
storage tanks inside the houses.
4 To improve safety of the inhabitants/
visitors and enhance the aesthetics of
the built heritage by appropriate
installation of services.
5 To improve cleanliness/ hygienic
conditions inside the fort.

6 To conserve built heritage and
archaeological remains as per
international standards and best
practices. To ensure stability and safety
of all the structures inside the fort.

Proper
installation
of
physical infrastructure like
water supply, electrical and
telephone lines as per RUIDP
Plan under the supervision/
monitoring of experts.
Management and maintenance
Of fort cleaning and solid waste
disposal.

As per the RUIDP proposal, the
physical infrastructure lines like
electrical, telephone and water supply
are to be underground.

Institutionalizing participation of local
NGOs/ RWAs in the solid waste
disposal management system.
Sensitizing users about the need
to maintain cleanliness for local
community and visitors
Preparation of conservation plan Incorporation of investigations,
for the fort wall, bastions, pitching documentation and other
necessary studies.
wall and mori areas.
Pada-level built morphology
studies
Making manual for repairing and other Formulating detailed instructions and
activities for privately owned
drawings for repair/ maintenance/
properties of the fort.
restoration of various building
typologies and elements.
Implementation of repair
measures for privately owned
properties in the fort.
Execution of conservation works Proper documentation of the
buildings prior to and during
any approved intervention.

TIME-FRAME
Short term

RUIDP,
Ongoing
Electrical
dept.,
PHE,JFMA
NGOs,
JFMA

Immediate
within 6 months

ASI

Immediate
within 1 year

JFMA

Within 2 years

JFMA

Immediate
within 1 year

Monitore Long term
d by JFMA as and when required
After due
approvals
from ASI

S.NO.

OBJECTIVES

TASKS

ACTIONS

AGENCIES

TIME-FRAME

Develop a comprehensive
conservation plan for the fort to
conserve the built fabric and
archaeological remains.

Identification of prioritization of
conservation works, especially in
privately owned buildings.

ASI

Immediate

ASI, JFMA

Periodic
Annually

Regular monitoring & recording of Undertaking appropriate recording
the condition of the buildings.
program for all historic buildings.
7 To encourage stakeholders to
retain and conserve their
historic structures by offering
incentives for them to do so.

8 To make the fort pedestrian
friendly and no horn zone.

9 To enhance visitor experience of
the Fort.

To identify heritage structures within JFMA
Devising feasible incentive
programs for inhabitants, such as the fort.
soft loans for private conservation
efforts.

2 years

Implementation of incentives for
conservation of heritage
structures.

Formulating and executing incentive
programs for heritage structures.

JFMA

Mid-term
within 5 years

Preparation of comprehensive
traffic management plan.

Identification of adequate parking
space for future developments.

JFMA

6 months

Implementation of traffic
Management Plan.

Encouraging NGOs to participate and NGOs, Traffic
take up responsibilities to manage
Police, JFMA
vehicular traffic inside the fort.

Short term
within 2 years

Regulating traffic within the fort.

Taking relevant design measures to
NGOs, Traffic
regulate vehicular traffic entering the police, JFMA
fort.

Short term
within 2 years

To set up an interpretation centre
and tourist information centers
with possible integration of
historic places reuse plan
To develop defined tourist paths,
encouraging heritage walk of
various kinds.

JFMA, ASI

Developing heritage walk routes:
Tourism/ JFMA
Long route walk, short route walk and
mori walk. Photographic
documentation of the key places.

Short term

Mid-term

S.NO.

OBJECTIVES

TASKS
Installation of proper descriptive,
directional and identification signage inside
the fort at appropriate locations.
Undertaking training and
sensitization programs for guides and
tourism operators.

10 Developing additional
livelihood program for the
local population.

11 To develop
comprehensive Risk
preparedness Plan for
the fort.

ACTIONS

Design of key signage and map for
signage allocating specific places for
installation.
Half yearly training modules can be
undertaken for execution of the program:
Language program and heritage sensitization
for guides and all involved with tourism
activities.
Heritage awareness programs
Ongoing efforts for awareness
for residents and city dwellers on the value generation and to balance the impacts of
and conservation needs of the heritage tourism.
site.
Developing comprehensive graphical
Undertaking in-depth research work by scholars
pamphlets with information covering
and also taking oral history into account.
history of all buildings, padas, cultural
Encourage local scholarly work to contribute to
vitality and other aspects for exploration by the information base.
visitors.
Infrastructure and facilities for
Existing facilities to be mapped and
visitors need to be upgraded (such as toilets, recommendations provided for
drinking water)
upgradation.
Generating more employment
Survey of current livelihood options
opportunities and vocational training
and social surveys will help to understand the
programs within the fort.
present day skills of the local inhabitants.
Developing interest of youth in education
sector.
Preparation of Risk Preparedness Program Identifying critical areas for emergency
in consultation with experts and key
evacuation and response. Continue to monitor
stakeholders. Identifying highly risk prone the built heritage resource to ensure that
areas in the fort.
buildings at risk are identified. Implementing a
program of regular inspection and maintenance
for all historic buildings and monuments.

AGENCIES TIME-FRAME
JFMA, ASI

Short term

ASI/ JFMA

Short term

JFMA

Immediate

JFMA

Mid-term

JFMA

Short term

JFMA

Short term

JFMA

Immediate

S.NO.

OBJECTIVES

TASKS

ACTIONS

AGENCIES

Prevention and Mitigation of Risk

Reducing Structural Vulnerability
Mitigation of potential impact of
disaster risk through reduction of
commercial pressure and
introduction of security.

Structural Interventions: Bastions-B
Building Use, Repairs and
Modifications: Remove hotels/
commercial establishments from
Bastions- B 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 14, 21,
23, 26, 37, 38, 39, 43, 53, 54, 69.
Akhey Prole to be used as Visitor
Information Centre and Security
Checkpoint. Guards to be positioned
at Ganesh Prole, Hawa Prole. Paiga
and Kanwarpada as temporary refuge
areas after structural intervention.
Individual structures identified for
community level emergency supply
storage areas, highlighted in the case
of Dunda Pada.

ASI
Short-term
Public
Mid-Term
consultation
s, Hotel's
Association,
Municipal
Bodies,
JFMA, ASI

Reducing vulnerability of the fort
Reducing vulnerability of the fort
due to uncontrolled vehicular
traffic and mitigating potential
impact of a disaster.

Services and Infrastructure: All
Traffic and Mobility: Akhey Prole,
Ganesh Prole and Hawa Prole to be
structurally stabilised. Slippery
pathways due to weathering of the
stone surface to be treatedParticularly, areas from Dusshera
Chowk to Akhey Prole. Mori to be
addressed as a viable area for
emergency evacuation and brought
into regular use for visitors to ensure
upkeep and maintenance. Identified
blocked areas to be re-opened.

JFMA
through
consultative
group of
locals, ASI

TIME-FRAME

Ongoing (RUIDP) and
Mid-Term

S.NO. OBJECTIVES TASKS

ACTIONS

AGENCIES

TIMEFRAME

Mitigation of potential
impact of
disaster risk through
introduction of security
and visitor management

Visitor Management and Security:
Guard posts to be installed at key gateways and entrances and exits, to be implemented
in conjunction with the proposed heritage trails developed as a result of community
participation. CCTV cameras to be installed throughout the fort based on community
consultation and consensus. Entry and exits from padas, entrances to the Mori and key
public areas to be monitored. 2-3 Tourist police beats to be installed within and
periphery of fort, based on consultation with local police. Visitor centre already
proposed in SMP near Akhey Prole.

ASI, Police, local
stakeholder
consultation,
JFMA

MidTerm

Ongoing system of
monitoring and
maintenance to be
instituted.

JFMA
Monitoring and Maintenance:
Quarterly inspection for structures with issues for progression of any cracks or signs of
movement. Annual inspection, routine maintenance and cleaning of surfaces and finishes
for structures in good physical condition. Quarterly inspection and weekly inspection
during Monsoon for drainage channels and network. Annual inspection and repairs
where required for paving and street surfaces. Quarterly inspection and routine
maintenance of water supply and electricity fixtures and connections. Quarterly
inspection and routine maintenance activity for storage and other inaccessible areas.

Long
Term

S.NO. OBJECTIVES
Emergency Preparedness
and
Response

TASKS

ACTIONS

Evacuation plans and
exits and
emergency response
coordination.

Develop an evacuation plan, routes
and alternative exits from site. Formulate emergency team
and carry out drills, workshops and awareness campaigns to
build local capacity. Formalize emergency preparedness and
response procedures.

Post Disaster
Recovery and
Planning
12

To establish a
management system to
demarcate clear
ownership of
property.

13

To make the fort free from To prevent stray
stray
animals from
Animals.
entering the fort.

Provide clear
ownership title of
the properties.

To promote appropriate
adaptive
reuse of the historic
buildings.

Undertake studies of
the historic
structures
appropriate for
reuse.

TIME-FRAME
Short-Term

Instituting mechanisms for post
disaster assessment, planning for post disaster recovery,
funding mechanisms etc.

JFMA

Establish procedure for the same. An
interim solution to be worked out to till the procedures are
devised.

District Admin, Long term
Revenue dept.,
JFMA

Preparing design solutions for restricting cattle

JFMA, NGOs

Short term
within 2 years

JFMA, NGOs

Mid-term
within 4
years

JFMA

Short term

To rehabilitate stray Proposal for provision of cattle shed by allocating area for
animals outside the new cattle shed.
fort.
14

AGENCIES

Identification of buildings for reuse,
identifying kind of activities that can be put to these
buildings, including requirements of the community. Prepare
guidelines for reuse of historic places.

Long Term

15 To create a research tank that
consists of all previous
work and present work of
scholars and
organizations.

Opening of public library in the
fort which has data from all
the resources.

Identifying area for library

Ministry of Culture,
Government of
Rajasthan/ JFMA

Mid-term

To create an online database to
raise awareness about the fort.

Identifying suitable database and
Implementing it.

Ministry of Culture,
Government of
Rajasthan/ JFMA

Mid-term

To acknowledge and promote
local historians working for the
fort.

Identification of local historians and
their inclusion in the awareness
programs.

Ministry of Culture,
Government of
Rajasthan/ JFMA

Short term

To encourage publications
pertaining to different aspects
of the fort.

Quality publications for information
Centres.

Ministry of Culture,
Government of
Rajasthan/ JFMA

Long term

16 Periodic Monitoring of
implementation
of SMP and actions taken

Formulating monitoring indicators Monthly meetings of JFMA and
quarterly meetings of Fort Apex
based on objectives and
Committee.
action plan of SMP.

17 Revisiting SMP periodically for
tracking achievement of
objectives

Review and revision of SMP
periodically.

Fort Apex Committee/ JFMA Periodic
Annually

Identifying current issues periodically Fort Apex Committee/ JFMA Periodic
and their subsequent action plan.
5 years

Maintenance & Monitoring Plan for Jaisalmer Fort
S.No

1

2

Item

Agency

Recording of Structural distresses of Bastions, ASI
Mori, Ancient Temples, Gateways & Pitching
wall
Recording of Structural condition of the private JFMA
properties within the fort

3

Recording of condition of the Basements in
the private properties within the fort

JFMA

4

Recording of the visitor numbers

JFMA

5

Collection of sample Visitor Survey

JFMA

6

General Cleaning of the Fort / Solid waste
disposal from the fort

JFMA

7

Inspection of Drainage & Sewerage system
for blockages and leakages

PHE / RUIDP

8

Inspection of W ater Supply system for
leakages & breaches

PHE / RUIDP

9

Recording of water supply and sewer water
through bulk metering

PHE / RUIDP

Analysis of water supply and sewer metering
data.

PHE / RUIDP

10

As
Necessary

Daily

Every
Three
Months

Before
Monsoon
Season

After
Monsoon
Season

Annual

S.No

Item

Agency

11

Cleaning of sewerage lines and drainage
system

PHE / RUIDP

12

Photographic Recording of building parameter
of each property (Ht, facade, building Line)
Recording of Vehicular Movement within the
fort.
Keeping street paving rough to prevent slips,
within the fort
Keeping street paving rough to prevent slips,
From Akhey Prol to Dushera Chowk
Check for occupation / encroachment on the
vacant / unutilized property.

JFMA

Check (and note) for any kind of physical
damage due to vandalism or otherwise and
take necessary action
Check for any vegetative growth on slopes of
the hill
Cattle & Dog removal from the fort

JFMA

Maintaining Facade Lighting of Fort wall
and other significant structures
Check for faults in General Electric lines within
the fort
Check unauthorized access and movement
within the fort and take necessary action
Check for any hindrances on evacuation
routes
Check and conduct mock drill for security
measures and ensure it do not interfere with
visitor movement
Check functioning of all safety equipment /
cameras, etc.

JFMA

13
14
15
16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

JFMA
JFMA
JFMA
JFMA / ASI

ASI
Nagar Parishad

JFMA
JFMA / Police
JFMA
JFMA

JFMA

As
Necessary

Daily

Every
Three
Months

Before
Monsoon
Season

After
Monsoon
Season

Annual

S.No

26
27

Item

Check inventory of antiques and other
valuable items like canons etc.
Report of any theft or missing old objects to
Authorities

Agency

ASI
JFMA / ASI / Police

As
Necessary

Daily

Every
Three
Months

Before
Monsoon
Season

After
Monsoon
Season

Annual

Notes:
1.All discrepancy in the
drawings to be brought to the
notice of the conservation

architects/architects.
2.AII survey carried out through

visual study of the building and
no destructive analysis has been
carried out.

Legend

•
•
•
•

Street Area
Kotri Pada
Trivata Pada
DhundaPada
KundPada
Chawgan Pada
VyasPada
Khirki Pada
LaddaPada
JangaPada
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STREACH A (Janga Para)

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

2.6. ENTRANCES

Stretch A
Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained.
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly.
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

Not Recommended
Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.

All traditional houses have Otla/ Diwan-Khana in front of the house as an interface a) Enclosing of otlas.
between house & street, this must be retained. The traditional leaf pattern band
must be followed in the Otla design) The Otla/Diwan-khana must be restored /
reconstructed respecting the traditional building line.
The stretch has basically open otla, which must be retained.

Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/ Diwan
–Khana.

Steps shall be carved out within the otla.

Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained.

Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters.

The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
No columns on external façade.

COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS
2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi (continuous band) at floor levels / roof level from the exposed stone
Masonry.

Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.
Any kind of Brackets E20.

Component
WINDOWS / BARIS

Recommended
a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS
2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

Jharokhas only on first floor and above
a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown color

Not Recommended
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminum or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminum / metal shutters in the existing windows
Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level+E22
a) Steel, aluminum and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

2.12. CHAJJAS
2.13. ROOF

No chajja. only projecting horizontal floor band.
a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

Any kind of projections (Chajja)
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. this stretch basically has
blank stone parapets. This pattern must be followed
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact. The stretch has basically lesser articulated
gokhuras patterns. This pattern must be respected.

a) Removal of Gokhara.
b) Changing location or number of Gokhara.
c) Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.

2.16. TERRACES

The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas, which were traditional sitting
areas.

a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work. B) This
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
AND FINISHES
stretch has some houses which were traditionally white washed, they can be kept or any other material other than Jaisalmer stone.
in their original shape and form.
b) Random rubble masonry

STREACH B (Dunda Para)

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

2.6. ENTRANCES

Stretch B
Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

Not Recommended
Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.

All traditional houses have Otla in front of the house as an interface between
house & street, this must be retained. The traditional leaf pattern band must be
followed in the Otla design.
c) The Otla must be restored / reconstructed respecting the traditional building
line.

a) Enclosing of otlas.

The stretch has basically open otla, which must be retained.

Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/ Diwan
–Khana.

Steps shall be carved out within the otla

Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained.

Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters

The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
No columns on external facade

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS
2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi (continuous band) at floor levels / roof level from the exposed stone
masonry

Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.
Any kind of Brackets E20

Component
WINDOWS / BARIS

Recommended
a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch are either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS
2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

Jharokhas only on first floor and above
a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

Not Recommended
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminum or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminum / metal shutters in the existing windows
Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level
a) Steel, aluminum and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

2.12. CHAJJAS
2.13. ROOF

No chajja. only projecting horizontal floor band.
a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. This stretch basically has a) Removal of Gokhara. B) Changing location or number of
blank stone parapets. This pattern must be followed
Gokhara. C) Use of other design pattern, beside original
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact. The stretch has basically lesser articulated pattern.
gokhuras patterns. This pattern must be respected.

2.16. TERRACES

The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas, which were traditional sitting
areas.

Any kind of projections (Chajja)
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work. B) This
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
AND FINISHES
stretch has some houses which were traditionally white washed, they can be kept or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
in their original shape and form.
b) Random rubble masonry

STREACH C (Dunda Para)

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction

All traditional houses of this stretch have otla with small open courtyards which
must be conserved. Traditional building line must be followed.

The stretch has basically open otla, which must be retained.
Steps shall be carved out within the otla
2.6. ENTRANCES

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained. The entire stretch has simple
paneled door panels which must be conserved.
The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
Simple columns are used in the interior of the structure. The external façade has
blank walls without columns.
No columns on external facade

2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Traditional single stone block brackets for gokhara / jharokha

Not Recommended

Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
B)
Any inadequate activity like converting basement into toilets/
Water storage.
C)Construction of New Bhavra
a) Enclosing of otlas / platforms. Construction of superstructure
over otla or courtyards.
Covering of courtyard. Conversion of otla to water storage tank
Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/ Diwan
–Khana.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.
Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters
No other material beside wood is allowed
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.
Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.
Any kind of Brackets inspired from other regions. Overdesigned
brackets influenced from other regions

Stretch C
Component
2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS
2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

Recommended
a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
Simple rectangular shaped baris are typical of this area.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.
Jharokhas only on first floor
a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood. External panels
should be Of wood, with no intricate designs as per the original designs
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

Not Recommended
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminum or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminum / metal shutters in the existing windows
Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level
a) Steel, aluminum and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

2.12. CHAJJAS

a) Chajja only over Gokhara / jharokha. In monolithic single stone block.

2.13. ROOF

a) The traditional simple chiyal roof is typical of this stretch which must be
retained
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. Simple parapet
constructed of mud. Parapet constructed out mud around 1 feet high. Mud
houses have small height parapet wall, without any gokhara as sitting area.

High Parapet construction
Use of vertical stone blocks.
Gokkharas in parapet

2.16. TERRACES

Traditional flat terrace without any gokhara / chattari. Water spout project out of
the wall.

a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone colour.

Any kind of continuous projections (Chajja) along the length of
wall. over articulated / carved chajja
a) Use of slab material other than chiyal and mud.
B) Use
of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
C) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

Component
Recommended
BUILDING MATERIALS Mud plaster should be only applied with white wash
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
c) No small tilling cladding is permissible.

STREACH D (Dunda Para)

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

Not Recommended
Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.

The entire stretch has Otla with few buildings of Diwan-i-am, they should
conserved and retained in their original form and shape. . The traditional leaf
pattern band must be followed in the Otla design) The Otla/Diwan-khana must
be restored / reconstructed respecting the traditional building line.
The stretch has basically open otla, which must be retained.

a) Enclosing of otlas. Or converting otla in Diwan khana.
Conversion of otla to water storage tank

Steps shall be carved out within the otla
2.6. ENTRANCES

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS

a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
b) Any inadequate activity like converting basement into
toilets/ Water storage.
c)Any kind of Construction

Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/ Diwan
–Khana.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained. Doorways have heavy
articulation.
The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
Columns and khambas with square shape, and typical base and shaft design.

Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters

No new columns on external facade.

Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.
Any kind of Brackets inspired from other regions
decorated / carved brackets

2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS The stretch has simple monolith brackets which must be followed

No other material beside wood is allowed
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.

Stretch D
Component
2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS
2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

Recommended
a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
The stretch single rectangular baris must be followed.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.
Jharokhas only on first floor and above. Simple design chajjas must be restored
a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood. The wooden panels
of the stretch has vertical and horizontal bands which must be maintained.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

Not Recommended
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows
Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level
a) Steel, aluminum and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

2.12. CHAJJAS

Chajja over the windows and jharokhas.

2.13. ROOF

a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice under
Supervision of W.H.S manager.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. this stretch basically has a) Removal of Gokhara.
blank and as well as articulated vertical bands stone parapets. This pattern must b) Changing location or number of Gokhara.
c) Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.
be followed
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact. The stretch has variety of gokhuras
patterns. This pattern must be respected.

Any kind of continuous projections (Chajja) along the wall of
the building.
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

Component
2.16. TERRACES

Recommended
The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas, which were traditional sitting
areas.

Not Recommended
a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone colour.

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work. B) This
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
AND FINISHES
stretch has some houses which were traditionally white washed, they can be kept or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
in their original shape and form.
c) No small tilling cladding is permissible.

STREACH E (Kund Para)

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

Stretch E
Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

The entire stretch has Diwan-i-am (diwan khana), they should conserved and
retained in their original form and shape. . The traditional leaf pattern band must
be followed in the Otla design.c) The Otla/Diwan-khana must be restored /
reconstructed respecting the traditional building line.
The stretch has basically open otla, which must be retained.
Steps shall be carved out within the otla

2.6. ENTRANCES

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained. Doorways have heavy
articulation.
The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
Columns and khambas with square shape, and typical base and shaft design. In
few of the structure extremely articulated design patterns have been adopted,
they must be restored.
No columns on external facade

2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Articulated brackets with floral and peacock patterns with multiple layers at
floor levels / roof level from the exposed stone masonry.

Not Recommended
Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
B)
Any inadequate activity like converting basement into toilets/
Water storage.
C)Any
kind of Construction

a) Enclosing of otlas . Conversion of otla to water storage tank

Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/ Diwan
–Khana.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.
Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters
No other material beside wood is allowed
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.

Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.
Any kind of Brackets inspired from other regions

Component
2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

Recommended
a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
The stretch has typical tibaris, which must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.
Jharokhas only on first floor and above.the entire stretch has typical jharokhas
with small windows both sides or simple jharokhas typology. This must be
retained. In case of restoration /addition/alteration similar vocabulary must be
followed

Not Recommended
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminum / metal shutters in the existing windows
Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level

2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood.The wooden panels
of the stretch has vertival and horizontal bands which must be maintained.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

2.12. CHAJJAS

a) chajja of this stretch have typical floral petal pattern which shall be retained.

Any kind of projections (Chajja)

2.13. ROOF

a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice under
Supervision of W.H.S manager.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. this stretch basically has a) Removal of Gokhara.
blank and as well as articulated vertical bands stone parapets. This pattern must b) Changing location or number of Gokhara.
be followed
c) Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact.The stretch has variety of gokhuras
patterns. This pattern must be respected.

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS

Component
2.16. TERRACES

Recommended
The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas, which were traditional sitting
areas.

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone colour.
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
c) No small tilling cladding is permissible.

STREACH F (Kotri Para)

Stretch F

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights

Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction.
General height of the stretch is single storied

Basement /Bhavra

a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
b) Any inadequate activity like converting basement into
toilets/ Water storage.
c)Any kind of Construction

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

A) All traditional houses have Otla in front of the house as an interface between
house & street, this must be retained.
B) The traditional leaf pattern band must be followed in the Otla design. c) The
Otla/Diwan-khana must be restored / reconstructed respecting the traditional
building line.
The stretch has basically open otla, which must be retained.

a) Enclosing of otlas / Addition of railing or low height wall.
Covering otla in the form of Diwan khana. Conversion of otla
to water storage tank

Steps shall be carved out within the otla
2.6. ENTRANCES

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS

The stretch has simple wooden doorways. Ratio and proportion of openings must
be retained.
The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
Houses in entire stretch have blank plan wall, without columns which must be
maintained.

Not Recommended
Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
In case added floors are completely incongurous with the
surrounding, the W.H.S manager the make decisions to
dismantle, if imperative.

Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/ Diwan
–Khana.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.
Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary. Over articulated doorways or design
patterns influenced from other parts of india.
Steel rolling shutters
No other material beside wood is allowed
A) columns should not be introduced in the stretch, in
structures which have blank façade.

Component

No columns on external facade

Recommended

2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi (continuous band) /Basic design of brackets should be maintained.
2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS
2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

No Balconies or Jharokhas in the building
a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Simple door panel pattern must be maintained.
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

2.12. CHAJJAS

No chajja as per traditional style in this streatch

2.13. ROOF

a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice under
Supervision of W.H.S manager.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. this stretch basically has
simple parapet constructed of Stone.

Not Recommended
Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.
Any kind of Brackets inspired from other regions
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows
Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level.
a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

continuous chajja along the length of the wall.
Decorated / carved chajja
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

a) Removal of Gokhara.
b) Changing parapet material
c)use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.

Component
2.16. TERRACES

Recommended
Flat terraces without any Gokhara / chattari/ pavillion

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c)Addition of watertank in other than sandstone colour.
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
c)No small tilling cladding is permissible.

STREACH G (Kotri Para)

Stretch G

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights

Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction.
Traditionally General height of the stretch is Ground & G+1 floor

Basement /Bhavra

a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
B) Any inadequate activity like converting basement into
toilets/ Water storage.
C)No New Construction of basement

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

A) All traditional houses have Otla in front of the house as an interface between
house & street, this must be retained.
B) The traditional leaf pattern band must be followed in the Otla design. c) The
Otla must be restored / reconstructed respecting the traditional building line.

a) Enclosing of otlas / Addition of railing or low height wall.
Conversion of otla to water storage tank

The stretch has basically open otla, which must be retained.

Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/ Diwan
–Khana.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.

Steps shall be carved out within the otla
2.6. ENTRANCES

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS

The stretch has simple wooden doorways. Ratio and proportion of openings must
be retained.
The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
All the houses in entire stretch have blank plan wall, without columns which
must be maintained.

Not Recommended
Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
In case added floors are completely incongruous with the
surrounding, the W.H.S manager the make decisions to
dismantle, if imperative.

Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary. Over articulated doorways or design
patterns influenced from other parts of India.
Steel rolling shutters
No other material beside wood is allowed
A) columns should not be introduced in the stretch.

Component

No columns on external facade

Recommended

2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi (continuous band) /Basic design of brackets should be maintained.
2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS
2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
The entire stretch has ekbari which must be maintained
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.

a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Simple door panel pattern must be maintained.
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

2.12. CHAJJAS
2.13. ROOF

a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice under
Supervision of W.H.S manager.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. this stretch basically has
simple parapet constructed of mud. Parapet constructed out mud around 1 feet
tall.

Not Recommended
Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.
Any kind of Brackets inspired from other regions
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows
Any Projecting opening at any level
Balcony at any level
a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

continuous chajja along the length of the wall.
Decorated / carved chajja
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

Changing parapet material
Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.

Component
2.16. TERRACES

Recommended
Flat terraces without any Gokhara / chattari/ pavilion

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone colour.
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry. No small tile cladding is
permissible.

STREACH H (Kotri Para)

Stretch H

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights

Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction.
General height of the stretch is Ground +1 floor

Basement /Bhavra

a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
b) Any inadequate activity like converting basement into
toilets/ Water storage.
c)Any kind of Construction

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

All traditional houses have Otla in front of the house as an interface between
house & street, this must be retained.
The traditional leaf pattern band must be followed in the Otla design
The stretch has basically open otla, which must be retained.

a) Enclosing of otlas / Addition of railing or low height wall.
Conversion of otla in to diwan khana typology. Conversion of
otla to water storage tank
Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/ Diwan
–Khana.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.

Steps shall be carved out within the otla

Not Recommended
Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
In case added floors are completely incongruous with the
surrounding, the W.H.S manager the make decisions to
dismantle, if imperative.

2.6. ENTRANCES

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained.

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS

The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
No other material beside wood is allowed
Columns and khambas with square shape, and typical base and shaft design. Most a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.
of the houses in entire stretch have blank plan wall, without columns which must
to be maintained.
No columns on external facade
Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.

Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary. Over articulated doorways or design
patterns influenced from other parts of India.
Steel rolling shutters

Component
Recommended
2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi (continuous band) /Basic design of brackets should be maintained.

Not Recommended
Any kind of Brackets inspired from other regions

2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows
Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level+E22
a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS
2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
The entire stretch has ekbari which must be maintained
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.
Jharokhas only on first floor and above
a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Simple door panel pattern must be maintained.
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

2.12. CHAJJAS

continuous chajja along the length of the wall.
Decorated / carved chajja
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

2.13. ROOF

a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice under
Supervision of W.H.S manager.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. this stretch basically has
simple parapet constructed of mud. Low parapet wall without any articulations.

Changing parapet material
Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.

2.16. TERRACES

Flat terraces without any Gokhara / chattari/ pavillion

a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone colour.

Component
Recommended
BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
c) No small tilling cladding is permissible.

Vyas Pada

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

2.6. ENTRANCES

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS

Vyas Pada
Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

Not Recommended
Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
b) Any inadequate activity like converting basement into
toilets/ Water storage.
c)New construction of basement

All traditional houses have Otla/ Diwan-Khana in front of the house as an interface a) Enclosing / covering of otlas. Conversion of otla to water
between house & street, this must be retained. The traditional leaf pattern band storage tank
must be followed in the Otla design) The Otla/Diwan-khana must be restored /
reconstructed respecting the traditional building line.
The stretch has basically open otla, which must be retained.
Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/ Diwan
–Khana.
Otlas where the basic typology has been modified with addition of railing must be Addition of railings of any material in the otla.
restored to their original form.
Steps shall be carved out within the otla

Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained.

Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters

The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
Columns and khambas with square shape, and typical base and shaft design. In
few of the structure extremely articulated design patterns have been adopted,
they must be restored.
No columns on external facade

No other material beside wood is allowed
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.

Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.

Component
Recommended
2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi (continuous band) and articulated todis with floral and peacock
patterns with multiple layers at floor levels / roof level from the exposed stone
masonry.
b) The proportion must be kept according to the traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional design of brackets should be put to use.

Not Recommended
Any kind of Brackets & chajja inspired from other regions

2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS
2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

Jharokhas only on first floor and above

a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows
Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level+E22
a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

2.12. CHAJJAS
2.13. ROOF

a) Chajjas with floral patterns and at certain places plain chajjas.
a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice under
Supervision of W.H.S manager.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. this stretch basically has a) Removal of Gokhara.
blank and as well as articulated vertical bands stone parapets. This pattern must B) Changing location or number of Gokhara.
be followed
c) Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact. The stretch has variety of gokhuras
patterns. This pattern must be respected.

Any kind of projections (Chajja)
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

Component
2.16. TERRACES

Recommended
The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas, which were traditional sitting
areas. The terraces can have storage space under the staircase, which were
traditionally present

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone colour.
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
c) Ceramic / vitrified tile cladding is permissible.

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

Ranchor Pada
Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly. Any addition/Alteration in basement must be
informed to W.H.S. A complete feasibility report must be prepared and
submitted for the same.
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

All traditional houses have Otla/ Diwan-Khana in front of the house as an
interface between house & street, this must be retained. The traditional leaf
pattern band must be followed in the Otla design.c) The Otla/Diwan-khana must
be restored / reconstructed respecting the traditional building line.
The stretch has row of shops with otlas, must be retained in its original shape
and form.
Steps shall be carved out within the otla

2.6. ENTRANCES

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained.
The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
Columns and khambas with square shape, and typical base and shaft design. In
few of the structure extremely articulated design patterns have been adopted,
they must be restored.

Not Recommended

Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
B)
Any inadequate activity like converting basement into toilets/
Water storage.
C)New
construction of basement

a) Enclosing / covering of otlas .
Conversion of otla to water storage tank

Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/
Diwan –Khana. Construction of low height parapet wall/railing
around the open otla.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.
Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters
No other material beside wood is allowed
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.

Component
Recommended
2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi (continuous band) and articulated todis with floral and peacock
patterns with multiple layers at floor levels / roof level from the exposed stone
masonry.
b) The proportion must be kept according to the traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional design of brackets should be put to use.

Not Recommended
Any kind of Brackets & chajja inspired from other regions

2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
Most of the structures have extremely articulated baris, that must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch have all three kinds of baris, they must be restored and should not be
altered.

a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS

Jharokhas only on first floor and above. They might be with pillar or might be
without pillar, or might be octagonal in shape. The parapet of the balcony
forms the special element of jharokhas.

Any Projecting opening at ground level. Design of pillars/
railing/todis of jharokhas other than the original pattern.

2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed.
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

2.12. CHAJJAS

a) Chajjas with floral patterns and at certain places plain chajjas are typical of this Any kind of projections (Chajja)/ Very simple chajjas.
stretch.
a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice under b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system
Supervision of W.H.S manager.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.13. ROOF

Component
2.14. PARAPET

2.16. TERRACES

Recommended
a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. This stretch basically has
blank and as well as articulated vertical bands stone parapets. This pattern must
be followed.
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact. The stretch has variety of gokhuras
which range from simple patterns to articulated patterns. These patterns must
be respected.
The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas, which were traditionally sitting
areas. The terraces can have storage space under the staircase, which were
traditionally present

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) Removal of Gokhara.
B) Changing location or number of Gokhara.
c) Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.

a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone colour.
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
c) Ceramic / vitrified tile cladding is permissible.

Components
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

Chaugan Pada
Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly. Any addition/Alteration in basement must be
informed to W.H.S. A complete feasibility report must be prepared a n d
submitted for the same.
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.
All traditional houses have Otla/ Diwan-Khana in front of the house as an
interface between house & street, this must be retained. The traditional leaf
pattern band must be followed in the Otla design) The Otla/Diwan-khana must
be restored / reconstructed respecting the traditional building line.
The stretch has few decent size open otla, which must be retained.

Steps shall be carved out within the otla
2.6. ENTRANCES

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained.

The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
2.7 COLUMNS /
Columns and khambas with square shape, and typical base and shaft design. In
KHAMBAS
few of the structure extremely articulated design patterns have been adopted,
they must be restored.
2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi (continuous band) a n d articulated todis with floral and peacock
patterns with multiple layers at floor levels / roof level from the exposed stone
masonry.
b) The proportion must be kept according to the traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional design of brackets should be put to use.

Not Recommended

Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
B) Any inadequate activity like converting basement into
toilets/ Water storage.
C)New construction of basement

a) Enclosing / covering of otlas .
Conversion of otla to water storage tank

Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/
Diwan –Khana. Construction of low height parapet wall/railing
around the open otla.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.
Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters
No other material beside wood is allowed
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.

Any kind of brackets & chajja inspired from other regions

Components
2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

Recommended
a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
Most of the structures have extremely articulated baris, that must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch have all three kinds of baris, they must be restored and should not be
altered.

Not Recommended
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing traditional
windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS

Jharokhas only on first floor and above. They might be with pillar or might be
without pillar, or might be octagonal in shape. The parapet of the balcony forms
the special element of jharokhas.

Any Projecting opening at ground level. Design of pillars/
railing/todis of jharokhas other than the original pattern.

2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed.
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

2.12. CHAJJAS

a) Chajjas with floral patterns and at certain places plain chajjas are typical of this Any kind of projections (Chajja)/ Very simple chajjas.
stretch.
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice under b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system
Supervision of W.H.S manager.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.13. ROOF

2.14. PARAPET

2.16. TERRACES

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. T h i s stretch basically has a) Removal of Gokhara.
blank and as well as articulated vertical bands stone parapets. This pattern must b) Changing location or number of Gokhara.
c) Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.
be followed.
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact. The stretch has variety of gokhuras which
range from simple patterns to articulated patterns. These patterns must be
respected.
The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas, which were traditionally sitting
a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
areas. The terraces can have storage space under the staircase, which were
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
traditionally present
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone c o l o u r .

Components
Recommended
BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
c) Ceramic / vitrified tile cladding is permissible.

MUD PLASTER HOUSE

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights

Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction

MUD HOUSES

Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

All traditional houses of this stretch have otla with small open courtyards which
must be conserved. Traditional building line must be followed.

This typology has basically open otla, which must be retained.
Steps shall be carved out within the otla
2.6.
Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained. The entire stretch has
ENTRANCES/KEWARI/ simple paneled door panels which must be conserved.
DARWAZA:
The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
2.7 COLUMNS /
Simple columns are used in the interior of the structure. The external façade has
KHAMBAS/THAMBA blank walls without columns.
No columns on external facade
2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Traditional single stone block brackets.

2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

a) Simple rectangular shaped baris are typical of this area.
b)
The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
c) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
d) Traditional shutters must be retained.
e) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.

Not Recommended

Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
B) Any inadequate activity like converting basement into
toilets/ Water storage.
C)Construction of New Bhavra
a) Construction of walls to enclose the courtyard. b)
Construction of superstructure over otla or courtyards.
Covering of courtyard. Conversion of otla to water storage
tank
Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/
Diwan –Khana.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.
Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary. Doorway pattern heavily articulated or
influenced from other region of the country.
Steel rolling shutters
No other material beside wood is allowed
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.
b) Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting
upper level construction.
Any kind of Brackets inspired from other regions. Overdesigned
brackets influenced from other regions
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing traditional
windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows

Component
2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS

2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

Recommended
a) Simple jharokhas must be retained.
Jharokhas only on first floor

Not Recommended
a) Replacing the old simple designed jharokha with more
articulated pattern.
b) Closing the original jharokhas. Any Projecting opening at
ground level
c)Balcony at any level
a) External panels should be Of wood, with no intricate designs as per the original a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
designs.
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour
B)

2.12. CHAJJAS
2.13. ROOF

a)Chajja are of monolithic single blocks which must be retained.
a) The traditional simple chiyal roof is typical of this stretch which must be
retained
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

over articulated / carved chajja
a) Use of slab material other than chiyal and mud.
b) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
c) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. Simple parapet
constructed of mud. Parapet c o n s t r u c t e d out mud around 1 foot high.
Mud houses have small height parapet wall, without any gokhara as sitting
area.
Traditional flat terrace without any gokhara / chattari. Water spout (Naal) project
out of the wall.

High Parapet construction
Use of vertical stone blocks.
Gokkharas in parapet

2.16. TERRACES

BUILDING MATERIALS Mud plaster should be only applied with white wash
AND FINISHES

a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone c o l o u r .
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
c) No small tilling c l a d d i ng is permissible.

SIMPLE HOUSE WITH OTLA

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

2.6. ENTRANCES

2.7 COLUMNS /
KHAMBAS/ THAMBA

Simple houses with deewana-Khana/Otla
Recommended
Not Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Any variation
Freeze the building line to the present status.
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not
No further vertical construction
permitted.
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
b) Preferably be used regularly
permanently closed.
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

A) All traditional houses have Otla/ Diwan-Khana in front of the house as an
a) Enclosing of otlas . Construction of small height wall around
interface between house & street, this must be retained.
b) The the otla.
b) Conversion of otla to water storage tank/ toilets/store
traditional leaf pattern band (panel) must be followed in the Otla design.
c) The Otla/Diwan-khana must be restored / reconstructed respecting the
traditional building line.
Steps shall be carved out within the otla

Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained.

Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters

The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. These houses have basically rectangular doorway.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
Columns and khambas with square shape, and typical base and shaft design.
Few structures have no columns on external facade

2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi/simple todi (continuous band) at floor levels / roof level from the
exposed stone masonry
WINDOWS / BARIS
a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings
which include all the three categories like ekbari/ do bari and tibari should not be
altered.

No other material beside wood is allowed
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.
Free standing or external Khamba / columns supporting upper
level construction.
Any kind of brackets
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing traditional
windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows

Component
2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS
2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

Recommended
Jharokhas only on first floor and above. They might include simple jharokha/
simple jharokhas with pillar/ simple jharokhas without pillars.
a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern. They might be in simple design and
pattern. Should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

Not Recommended
Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level+E22
a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

2.12. CHAJJAS
2.13. ROOF

This typology has simple/ plan design chajjas.
a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

Any kind of projections (Chajja)
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. this stretch basically
a) Removal of Gokhara.
has blank stone parapets. This pattern must be followed
b) Changing location or number of Gokhara.
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact. The stretch has basically lesser articulated c) Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.
gokhuras patterns. This pattern must be respected.
The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas which are basically in simple
a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
design/pattern, which were traditional sitting areas.
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces

2.16. TERRACES

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry

HOUSE WITH ARTICULATIONS

Component
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

Simple houses with deewana-Khana/Otla with articulations
Recommended
Not Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Any variation
Freeze the building line to the present status.
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
No further vertical construction
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
b) Preferably be used regularly
permanently closed.
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

A) All traditional houses have Otla/ Diwan-Khana in front of the house as an
interface between house & street, this must be retained.
b) The
traditional leaf pattern band (panel) must be followed in the Otla design.
c) The Otla/Diwan-khana must be restored / reconstructed respecting the
traditional building line.

a) Enclosing of otlas . Construction of small height wall around
the otla.
b) Conversion of otla to water storage tank/ toilets/store

Otlas where the basic typology has been modified with addition of railing must be Addition of railings of any material in the otla.
restored to their original form.
Steps shall be carved out within the otla
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.
2.6. ENTRANCES

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained.

Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters

The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. These houses have basically rectangular /Arched doorway.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
No other material beside wood is allowed
COLUMNS /
Columns and khambas with square shape, and typical base and shaft design. In
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.
KHAMBAS/ THAMBA few of the structure extremely articulated design patterns have been adopted,
they must be restored.
2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Plain todi/simple todi (continuous band)/ Straight todi/Leaf Pattern Todi/Feather Any kind of Brackets
Pattern and even Toran pattern at floor levels / roof level from the exposed
stone masonry

Component
WINDOWS / BARIS

Recommended
a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings
which include all the three categories like ekbari/ do bari and tibari should not be
altered.

Not Recommended
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS

Jharokhas only on first floor and above. They might include simple jharokha/
simple jharokhas with pillar/ simple jharokhas without pillars. Another prominent
style is Balcony style Jharokhas.
a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern. They might be in simple design and pattern.
Should be in wood.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands should be followed
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

Any Projecting opening at ground level
Balcony at any level

2.12. CHAJJAS
2.13. ROOF

This typology has articulated design chajjas , with floral leaflet pattern.
a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

Any kind of projections (Chajja)
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. this stretch basically has a) Removal of Gokhara. B) Changing location or number of
blank stone parapets. This pattern must be followed
Gokhara. C) Use of other design pattern, beside original
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact. The stretch has basically lesser articulated pattern.
gokhuras patterns. This pattern must be respected.

2.16. TERRACES

The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas which are basically in simple
a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
design/pattern and articulated pattern both, which were traditional sitting areas. b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces

2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material

Component
Recommended
BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry

HOUSE WITH ARTICULATIONS AND
DIWANKHANA

Components
Building Foot Print
Building heights
Basement /Bhavra

2.5. OTLA/
DIWAN–KHANA

2.6. ENTRANCES

Haveli
Recommended
Original foot print to be maintained
Freeze the building line to the present status.
No further vertical construction
a) All the basements should be kept as original in spatial planning.
b) Preferably be used regularly
c) Repairs shall be done as necessary with lime mortar.
d) Extensive dampness or seepage of water in “bhavra” shall be reported to WHS
Managing Agency. This may indicate leakage in water supply or sewer system.

This typology has basically Diwan-I-Am (diwan khana), only few structures have
otlas, they should be conserved and retained in their original form and shape. .
The traditional leaf pattern band must be followed in the Otla design.
All the traditional otlas which have been enclosed over time must be opened, in
order to restore old era charm.
The Otla/Diwan-khana must be restored / reconstructed respecting the
traditional building line.
Steps shall be carved out within the otla

Ratio and proportion of openings must be retained. Doorways have heavy
articulation with intricate geometrical and flora patterns must be
restored/retained.
The traditional bands (including jamb and lintel) must be followed in the entire
doorway pattern. Multifoliated arch ways door openings are typical of this
typology.
All the doors must have wooden panels.
2.7 COLUMNS /
Columns and khambas with square shape, and typical base and shaft design. In
KHAMBAS
few of the structure extremely articulated design patterns have been adopted,
mostly square shaped, must be restored.
2.8. BRACKETS/ TODIS Articulated brackets with floral and peacock patterns with multiple layers at
floor levels / roof level from the exposed stone masonry.

Not Recommended

Any variation
Adding floors to the original HISTORIC FABRIC is not permitted.
a) Filling of the basement with mud and stones and
permanently closed.
b) Any inadequate activity like converting basement into
toilets/ Water storage.
c)Any kind of Construction

a) Enclosing of otlas with temporary or permanent structure or
construction of super structure.
conversion in a water tank or toilet
Any additions/alterations in the form and shape of Otla/
Diwan –Khana.
Encroachment of street to accommodate steps leading to otla.
Doorway patterns and shutters other than the original
traditional vocabulary
Steel rolling shutters

No other material beside wood is allowed
a) No design and pattern other than the existing patterns.

Any kind of Brackets inspired from other regions

Components
2.9 WINDOWS /
BARIS

Recommended
a) The number & location of traditional openings in a facade must be retained.
Most of the structures have extremely articulated baris, that must be retained.
b) The Windows should follow traditional design and pattern.
c) Traditional shutters must be retained.
d) The traditional bands and details must be followed. The traditional openings of
the stretch is either ekbari or do bari that should not be altered.

Not Recommended
a) Altering/ replacing window shutters Closing
traditional windows with masonry.
b) Altering the size and scale of the windows
c) Removing old or cutting in new openings
d) Making aluminium or any other metal glazed windows.
e) Aluminium / metal shutters in the existing windows

2.10. BALCONIES /
JHAROKHAS

Jharokhas form special element of this typology. They might be with pillar or
might be without pillar, or might be octagonal in shape. The parapet of the
balcony forms the special element of jharokhas.
a) External shutters/ panels for shops / other commercial establishments should
follow traditional design and pattern and should be in wood. The wooden panels
of the stretch has vertical and horizontal bands which must be maintained.
b) The traditional patterns like horse, articulated bands /chaukhats should be
followed.
c) Full glass panel / doors for interior door
d) All External shutters should be painted in brown colour

Any Projecting opening at ground level. Design of pillars/
railing/todis of jharokhas other than the original pattern.

2.11. SHUTTERS AND
PANELS

a) Steel, aluminium and other metal doors / panels
b) Rolling shutters in steel or other material.
C) No material other than wood.

2.12. CHAJJAS

a) chajja of this typology have typical floral petal pattern which shall be retained. Any kind of projections (Chajja)/ Very simple chajjas.

2.13. ROOF

a) The traditional chiyal and stone slab roof should be conserved and restored.
a) Use of R.C.C slab or RBC cement slab
b) Repairs / restoration should be undertaken using the traditional practice under b) Altering traditional structural / spanning system
Supervision of W.H.S manager.
c) Use of traditional structural system and spanning.

2.14. PARAPET

a) Parapet is the major determining factor of the skyline. This stretch basically has a) Removal of Gokhara.
blank and as well as articulated vertical bands stone parapets. This pattern must b) Changing location or number of Gokhara.
c) Use of other design pattern, beside original pattern.
be followed
b) Gokhara design must be kept intact. The stretch has variety of gokhuras
patterns. This pattern must be respected.

Components
2.16. TERRACES

Recommended
The terrace area can have traditional Gokharas, which were traditional sitting
areas.

BUILDING MATERIALS a) The external facade must be kept as traditional exposed stone work.
AND FINISHES

Not Recommended
a) No construction of temporary / permanent kind
b) Erection / installing shades in husk, cloth or other materials
and tents on terraces.
c) Addition of watertank in other than sandstone colour.
a) Finishing the external facade with cement pointing, plaster
or any other material other than jaisalmer stone.
b) Random rubble masonry.
c) No small tilling cladding is permissible.
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(ACT No. 24 of 1958)

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITES AND REMAINS ACT, 1958
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
PRELIMINARY
SECTIONS
1. Short title, extent and commencement
2. Definitions.
ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND
REMAINS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE.
3. Certain ancient monuments, etc., deemed to be of national importance.
4. Power of Central Government to declare ancient monuments, etc., to be of
national importance.
PROTECTED MONUMENTS.
5. Acquisition of rights in a protected monument.
6. Preservation of protected monument by agreement.
7. Owners under disability or not in possession.
8. Application of endowment to repair a protected monument.
9. Failure or refusal to enter into an agreement.
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17. Relinquishment of government rights in a monument.
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The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act, 1958
(No. 24 of 1958)
An Act to provide for the preservation of ancient and historical
monuments and archaeological sites and remains of national
importance, for the regulation of archaeological excavations and for
the protection of sculptures, carvings and other like objects.
[28th August 1958]
BE it enacted by Parliament in the Ninth Year of the Republic of India as follows:—
Preamble
Short title, extent
and
commencement

1.

(1)

This Act may be called as the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.

1

[(2) It extents to the whole of India]

(3)

Definitions

2.

It shall come into force on such date2 as the Central
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette,
appoint.

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(a)

“Ancient Monument” means any structure, erection or
monument, or any tumulus or place of interment, or any cave,
rock-sculpture, inscription or monolith which is of historical,
archaeological or artistic interest and which has been in
existence for not less than 100 years and includes—
(i) remains of an ancient monument,
(ii) site of an ancient monument,
(iii) such portion of land adjoining the site of an ancient
monument as may be required for fencing or covering in or
otherwise preserving such monument, and
(iv)the means of access to, and convenient inspection of, an
ancient monument;

1

Substituted by the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(i), w.e.f. 5.04.1976.
The Act came into force on 15.10.1959, vide Notification S.O. 2307, Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part II, Section 3, Sub-section
(ii) 15.10.1959.
2

(b)

“antiquity” includes.—
(i) any coin, sculpture, manuscript, epigraph, or other work of
art of craftsmanship,
(ii) any article, object or thing detached from a building or
cave,
(iii)
any article, object or thing illustrative of science, art,
crafts, literature, religion, customs, morals or politics in
bygone ages,
(iv)

any article, object or thing of historical interest, and

(v) any article, object or thing declared by the Central
Government, by notification in the Official Gazette to be an
antiquity for the purposes of this Act,
which has been in existence for not less than one hundred years;
(c) “archaeological officer” means an officer of the
Department of Archaeology of the Government of India not
lower in rank than Assistant Superintendent of Archaeology;
(d)

“archaeological site and remains” means any area
which contains or is reasonably believed to contain ruins or
relics of historical or archaeological importance which have
been in existence for not less than one hundred years, and
includes—
(i)

such portion of land adjoining the area as may be
required for fencing or covering in or otherwise preserving
it, and

(ii)

the means of access to, and convenient inspection of
the area;

(e) “Director-General”
means
the
Director-General
of
Archaeology, and includes any officer authorised by the
Central Government to perform the duties of the DirectorGeneral;
(f) “maintain”, with its grammatical variations and cognate
expressions, includes the fencing, covering in, repairing,
restoring and cleansing of a protected monument, and the
doing of any act which may be necessary for the purpose of
preserving a protected monument or of securing convenient
access thereto;
(g) “Owner” includes—
(i)

a joint owner invested with powers of management on
behalf of himself and other joint owners and the successor-

in-title of any such owner; and
(ii) any manager or trustee exercising powers of management
and the successor-in-office of any such manager or
trustee;
(h) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this
Act;
(i) “protected area” means any archaeological site and remains
which is declared to be of national importance by or under this
Act;
(j) “protected monument” means an ancient monument which
is declared to be of national importance by or under this Act.
Construction of
references to any
law not in force in
the State of
Jammu and
Kashmir

3

[2A

Any reference in this Act to any law which is not in force in the
State of Jammu and Kashmir shall, in relation to that State, be
construed as a reference to the corresponding law, if any, in
force in that State].

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND
REMAINS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE
Certain ancient
monuments, etc.,
deemed to be of
national
importance

3.

All ancient and historical monuments and all archaeological
sites and remains which have been declared by the Ancient and
Historical Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains
(Declaration of National Importance) Act, 1951, or by section 126
of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956, to be of national
importance shall be deemed to be ancient and historical
monument or archaeological sites and remains declared to be of
national importance for the purposes of this Act.

4.

(1)

Where the Central Government is of opinion that
any ancient monument or archaeological site and remains not
included in section 3 is of national importance, it may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, give two months’ notice of
its intention to declare such ancient monument or
archaeological site and remains to be of national importance;
and a copy of every such notification shall be affixed in a
conspicuous place near the monument or site and remains, as
the case may be.

(2)

Any person interested in any such ancient
monument or archaeological site and remains may, within two
months after the issue of the notification, object to the
declaration of the monument, or the archaeological site and
remains, to be of national importance.

71 of 1951
37 of 1956

Power of Central
Government to
declare ancient
monuments, etc.,
to be of national
importance
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Ins. by Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(i), w.e.f. 5.04.1976.

(3)

On the expiry of the said period of two months,
the Central Government may, after considering the objections,
if any, received by it, declare by notification in the Official
Gazette, the ancient monument or the archaeological site and
remains, as the case my be, to be of national importance.

(4)

A notification published under sub-section (3)
shall, unless and until it is withdrawn, be conclusive evidence
of the fact that the ancient monument or the archaeological
site and remains to which it relates is of national importance
for the purposes of this Act.
PROTECTED MONUMENTS

Acquisition of
rights in a
protected
monument

Preservation of
protected
monument by
agreement

5.

6.

(1)

The Director General may, with the sanction of the
Central Government, purchase, or take a lease of, or accept a
gift or bequest of, any protected monument.

(2)

Where a protected monument is without an owner,
the Director-General may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, assume the guardianship of the monument.

(3)

The owner of any protected monument may, by
written instrument, constitute the Director-General the
guardian o f the monument, and the Director-General may,
with the sanction of the Central Government, accept such
guardianship.

(4)

When the Director-General has accepted the
guardianship of a monument under sub-section (3), the owner
shall, except as expressly provided in this Act, have the same
estate, right, title and interest in and to the monument as if
the Director-General had not been constituted a guardian
thereof.

(5)

When the Director-General has accepted the
guardianship of a monument under sub-section (3), the
provisions of this Act relating to agreements executed under
section 6 shall apply to the written instrument executed under
the said sub-section.

(6)

Nothing in this section shall affect the use of any
protected monument for customary religious observances.

(1) The Collector, when so directed by the Central Government,
shall propose to the owner of a protected monument to enter
into an agreement with the Central Government within a
specified period for the maintenance of the monument.
(2)

An agreement under this section may provide for all or any
one of the following matters, namely;—
(a)

the maintenance of the monument;

(b)

(c)

the custody of the monument and the duties of any
person who may be employed to watch it;
the restriction of the owner’s right—
(i) to use the monument for any purpose,
(ii) to charge any fee for entry into, or inspection of, the
monument,
(iii) to destroy, remove, alter or deface the monuments, or
(iv)to build on or near the site of the monument;

(3)

(d)

The facilities of access to be permitted to the public
or any section thereof or to archaeological officers or to
persons deputed by the owner or any archaeological officer
or the Collector to inspect or maintain the monument;

(e)

The notice to be given to the Central Government in
case the land on which the monument is situated or any
adjoining land is offered for sale by the owner, and the
right to be reserved to the Central Government to
purchase such land, or any specified portion of such land,
at its market value;

(f)

The payment of any expenses incurred by the owner
or by the Central Government in connection with the
maintenance of the monument;

(g)

The proprietary or other rights which are to vest in
the Central Government in respect of the monument
when any expenses are incurred by the Central
Government in connection with the maintenance of the
monument;

(h)

The appointment of an authority to decide any
dispute arising out of the agreement; and

(i)

Any matter connected with the maintenance of the
monument, which is a proper subject of agreement
between the owner and the Central Government.

The Central Government or the owner may, at any time
after the expiration of three years from the date of execution
of an agreement under this section, terminate it on giving six
months notice in writing to the other party:
Provided that where the agreement is terminated by the
owner, he shall pay to the Central government the expenses,
if any, incurred by it on the maintenance of the monument
during the five years immediately preceding the termination of

the agreement or, if the agreement has been if force for a
shorter period, during the period the agreement was in force.
(4)

Owners under
disability or not in
possession,

7.

An agreement under this section shall be binding on any
person claiming to be the owner of the monument to which it
relates, from, through or under a party by whom or on whose
behalf the agreement was executed.

(1) If the owner of a protected monument is unable, by reason of
infancy or other disability, to act for himself, the person legally
competent to act on his behalf may exercise the powers
conferred upon an owner by section 6.
(2) In the case of village property, the headman or the villageofficer exercising powers of management over such property
may exercise the powers conferred upon any owner by section
6.
(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to empower any
person not being of the same religion as the person on whose
behalf he is acting to make or execute an agreement relating
to a protected monument which or any part of which is
periodically used for the religious worship or observances of
that religion.

Application of
endowment to
repair a protected
monument

8.

(1) If any owner or other person competent to enter into an
agreement under section 6 for the maintenance of a protected
monument refuses or fails to enter into such an agreement,
and if any endowment has been created for the purpose of
keeping such monument in repair or for that purpose among
others, the Central Government may institute a suit in the
court of the district judge, or, if the estimated cost of repairing
the monument does not exceed one thousand rupees, may
make an application to the district judge, for the proper
application of such endowment or part thereof.
(2)

Failure or refusal to
enter into an
agreement,

9.

On the hearing of an application under sub-section (1), the
district judge may summon and examine the owner and any
person whose evidence appears to him necessary and may
pass an order for the proper application of the endowment or
of any part thereof, and any such order may be executed as if
it were a decree of a civil court.

(1) If any owner or other person competent to enter into an
agreement under section 6 for the maintenance of a protected
monument refuses or fails to enter into such an agreement,
the Central Government may make an order providing for all
or any of the matters specified in sub-section (2) of section 6
and such order shall be binding on the owner or such other
person and on every person claiming title to the monument
from, through or under, the owner or such other person.
(2) where an order made under sub-section (1) provides that the

monument shall be maintained by the owner or other person
competent to enter into an agreement, all reasonable
expenses for the maintenance of the monument shall be
payable by the Central Government.
(3) no order under subsection (1) shall be made unless the owner
or other person has been given an opportunity of making a
representation in writing against the proposed order.
Power to make
order prohibiting
contravention of
agreement under
section 6.

10
.

(1) If the Director-General apprehends that the owner or occupier
of a protected monument intends to destroy, remove, alter,
deface, imperil or misuse the monument or to build on or near
the site thereof in contravention of the terms of an agreement
under section 6, the Director-General may, after giving the
owner or occupier an opportunity of making a representation
in writing, make an order prohibiting any such contravention
of the agreement:
Provided that no such opportunity may be given in any
case where the Director-General, for reasons to be recorded,
is satisfied that it is not expedient or practicable to do so.
(2)

Enforcement of
agreement

11
.

Any person aggrieved by an order under this section may
appeal to the Central Government within such time and in
such manner as may be prescribed and the decision of the
Central government shall be final.

(1) If an owner or other person who is bound by an agreement for
the maintenance of a monument under section 6 refuses or
fails within such reasonable time as the Director-General may
fix, to do any act which in the opinion of the Director-General
is necessary for the maintenance of the monument, the
Director-General may authorise any person to do any such
act, and the owner or other person shall be liable to pay the
expenses of doing any such act or such portion of the
expenses as the owner may be liable to pay under the
agreement.
(2) If any dispute arises regarding the amount of expenses
payable by the owner or other person under sub-section (1), it
shall be referred to the Central Government whose decision
shall be final.

Purchases at
certain sales and
persons claiming
through owner
bound by
instrument
executed by owner

12
.

Every person who purchases, at a sale for arrears of land
revenue or any other public demand, any land on which is
situated a monument in respect of which any instrument has
been executed by the owner for the time being under section 5
or section 6, and every person claiming any title to a monument
from, through or under, an owner who executed any such
instrument, shall be bound by such instrument.

Acquisition of
protected
monuments.

13
.

If the Central Government apprehends that a protected
monument is in danger of being destroyed, injured, misused, or

monuments.

allowed to fall into decay, it may acquire the protected
monument under provisions of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 as
if the maintenance of the protected monument were a public
purpose within the meaning of that Act.

1 of 1894

Maintenance of
certain protected
monuments

14
.

(1) The Central Government shall maintain every monument
which has been acquired under section 13 or in respect of
which any of the rights mentioned in section 5 have been
acquired.
(2) when the Director-General has assumed the guardianship of a
monument under section 5, he shall, for the purpose of
maintaining such monument, have access to the monument at
all reasonable times, by himself and by his agents,
subordinates and workmen, for the purpose of inspecting the
monument and for the purpose of bringing such materials and
doing such acts as he may consider necessary or desirable for
the maintenance thereof.

Voluntary
contributions

15
.

The Director General may receive voluntary contributions
towards the cost of maintaining a protected monument and
may give orders as to the management and application of any
funds so received by him:
Provided that no contribution received under this
section shall be applied to any purpose other than the purpose
for which it was contributed.

Protection of place
of worship from
misuse, pollution
or desecration

16
.

(1) A protected monument maintained by the Central Government
under this Act which is a place of worship or shrine shall not
be used for any purpose inconsistent with its character.
(2) Where the Central Government has acquired a protected
monument under section 13, or where the Director-General
has purchased, or taken a lease or accepted a gift or bequest
or assumed guardianship of a protected monument under
section 5, and such monument or any part thereof is used for
religious worship or observances by any community, the
Collector shall make due provisions for the protection of such
monument or part thereof, from pollution or desecration—

Relinquishment of
Government rights

17

(a)

by prohibiting the entry therein except in
accordance with the conditions prescribed with the
concurrence of the persons, if any, in religious charge of
the said monument or part thereof, of any person not
entitled so to enter by the religious usages of the
community by which the monument or part thereof is
used, or

(b)

by taking such other action as he may think
necessary in this behalf.

With the sanction of the Central Government, the Director-General

Government rights
in a monument.

.

may—
(a)

(b)

Right of access to
protected
monument

18
.

Where the rights have been acquired by the DirectorGeneral in respect of any monument under this Act by
virtue of any sale, lease, gift or will, relinquish, by
notification in the Official Gazette, the rights so acquired to
the person who would for the time being be the owner of
the monument if such rights had not been acquired; or
relinquish any guardianship of a monument, which he has
assumed under this Act.

Subject to any rules made under this Act, the public shall have a
right of access to any protected monument.
PROTECTED AREAS

Restrictions on
enjoyment of
property rights in
protected areas.

19
.

(1) No person, including the owner or occupier of a protected area,
shall construct any building within the protected area or carry
on any mining, quarrying, excavating, blasting or any operation
of a like nature in such area, or utilise such area or any part
thereof in any other manner without the permission of the
Central Government:
Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be
deemed to prohibit the use of any such area or part thereof for
purposes of cultivation if such cultivation does not involve the
digging of not more than one foot of soil from the surface.
(2) The Central Government may, by order, direct that any
building constructed by any person within a protected area in
contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be
removed within a specified period and, if the person refuses or
fails to comply with the order, the Collector may cause the
building to be removed and the person shall be liable to pay
the cost of such removal.

Power to acquire a
protected area

20
.

1 of 1894

If the Central Government is of opinion that any protected
area contains an ancient monument or antiquities of national
interest and value, it may acquire such area under the provisions
of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, as if the acquisition were for a
public purpose within the making of that Act.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS
Excavations in
protected areas

21
.

An archaeological officer or an officer authorised by him in
this behalf or any person holding a licence granted in this behalf
under this Act (hereinafter referred to as the licensee) may,
after giving notice in writing to the Collector and the owner,
enter upon and make excavations in any protected area.

Excavations in
areas other than
protected areas.

22
.

Compulsory
purchase of
antiquities, etc.,
discovered during
excavation
operations.

23
.

Where an archaeological officer has reason to believe that
any area not being a protected area contains ruins or relics of
historical or archaeological importance, he or an officer
authorised by him in this behalf may, after giving notice in
writing to the Collector and the owner, enter upon and make
excavations in the area.
(1)

Where, as a result of any excavations made in any area
under section 21 and section 22, any antiquities are
discovered, the archaeological officer or the licensee, as the
case may be, shall—
(a) as soon as practicable, examine such antiquities and
submit a report to the Central Government in such
manner and containing such particulars as may be
prescribed;
(b) at the conclusion of the excavation operations, give
notice in writing to the owner of the land from which
such antiquities have been discovered, of the nature of
such antiquities.

Excavations, etc.,
for archaeological
purposes.

(2)

Until an order for the 4[compulsory acquisition] of any
such antiquities is made under sub-section (3), the
archaeological officer or the licensee, as the case may be,
shall keep them in such safe custody as he may deem fit.

(3)

On receipt of a report under sub-section (1), the Central
Government may make an order for the 5[compulsory
acquisition of any such antiquities].

(4)

When an order for the 1[compulsory acquisition] of any
antiquities is made under sub-section (3), such antiquities
shall rest in the Central Government with effect from the
date of the order.

24
.

No State Government shall undertake or authorise any
person to undertake any excavation or other like operation
for archaeological purposes in any area which is not a
protected area except with the previous approval of the
Central Government and in accordance with such rules or
directions, if any, as the Central Government may make or
give in this behalf.
PROTECTION OF ANTIQUITIES

Power of Central
Government to
control moving of
antiquities

25
.

(1)

If the Central Government considers that any antiquities or
class of antiquities ought not to be moved from the place
where they are without the sanction of the Central

4
Substituted for the words [compulsory purchase] by the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iii) (a),
w.e.f. 5.04.1976.
5
Substituted for the words “compulsory purchase of any such antiquities at their market value” by the Antiquities and Art Treasures
Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iii) (b), w.e.f. 5.04.1976.

antiquities

Purchase of
antiquities by
Central
Government

Government, the Central Government may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, direct that any such antiquity or any
class of such antiquities shall not be moved except with the
written permission of the Director General.

26
.

(2)

Every application for permission under sub-section (1) shall
be in such form and contain such particulars as may be
prescribed.

(3)

Any person aggrieved by an order refusing permission may
appeal to the Central Government whose decision shall be
final.

(1)

If the Central Government apprehends that any antiquity
mentioned in a notification issued under sub-section (1) of
section 25 is in danger of being destroyed, removed, injured,
misused or allowed to fall into decay or is of opinion that, by
reason of its historical or archaeological importance, it is
desirable to preserve such antiquity in a public place, the
Central Government may make an order for the
1
[compulsory acquisition of such antiquity] and the Collector
shall thereupon give notice to the owner of the antiquity 6[to
be acquired].

(2)

Where a notice of 7[compulsory acquisition] is issued under
sub-section (1) in respect of any antiquity, such antiquity
shall vest in the Central Government with effect from the
date of the notice.

(3)

The power of 2[compulsory acquisition] given by this section
shall not extend to any image or symbol actually used for
bona fide religious observances.
PRINCIPLES OF COMPENSATION

Compensation for
loss or damage.

27
.

Any owner or occupier of land who has sustained any loss or
damage or any diminution of profits from the land by reason of
any entry on, or excavations in, such land or the exercise of any
other power conferred by this Act shall be paid compensation by
the Central Government for such loss, damage or diminution of
profits.

Assessment of
market value of
compensation

28
.

(1)

The market value of any property which the Central
Government is empowered to purchase at such value under
this Act or the compensation to be paid by the Central
Government in respect of any thing done under this Act
shall, where any dispute arises in respect of such market
value or compensation, be ascertained in the manner
provided in sections 3, 5, 8 to 34, 45 to 47, 52 and 52 of the

6
Substituted for the words “compulsory purchase of any such antiquities at its market value” , and “to be purchased” by the
Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iv) (a), w.e.f. 5.04.1976.
7
Substituted for the words “compulsory purchase”, by the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(iv) (b),
w.e.f. 5.04.1976.

1 of 1894

Land Acquisition Act, 1894, so far as they can be made
applicable:
Provided that, when making an enquiry under the
said Land Acquisition Act, the Collector shall be assisted by
two assessors, one of whom shall be a competent person
nominated by the Central Government and one a person
nominated by the owner, or, in case the owner fails to
nominate as assessor within such reasonable time as may be
fixed by the Collector in this behalf, by the Collector.
8

[(2)

52 of 1972

Delegation of
powers

29
.

For every antiquity in respect of which an order for
compulsory acquisition has been made under sub-section (3)
of section 23 or under sub-section (1) of section 26, there
shall be paid compensation and the provisions of section 20
and 22 of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972, shall,
so far as may be, apply in relation to the determination and
payment of such compensation as they apply in relation to
the determination and payment of compensation for any
antiquity or art treasure compulsorily acquired under section
19 of that Act]
MISCELLANEOUS

The Central Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, direct that any powers conferred on it by or under this
Act shall, subject to such conditions as may be specified in the
direction, be exercisable also by—
(a)

such officer or authority subordinate to the Central
Government, or

(b)

such State Government or such officer or authority
subordinate to the State Government,

as may be specified in the direction.
Penalties

8

30
.

(1)

WHOEVER—
(i)

destroys, removes, inquires, alters, defaces,
imperils, or misuse a protected monument, or

(ii)

being the owner or occupier of a protected
monument, contravenes an order made under subsection (1) of section 9 or under sub-section (1) of
section 10, or

(iii)

removes from a protected monument any sculpture,
carving, image, bas-relief, inscription, or other like
object, or

(iv)

does any act in contravention of sub-section(1) of

Substituted for the words by the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (52 of 1972), vide Section 33(v), w.e.f. 5.04.1976.

section 19, shall be punishable with imprisonment
which may extend to three months, or with fine which
may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both.
(2) Any person who moves any antiquity in contravention of a
notification issued under sub-section (1) of section 25 shall
be punishable with fine which may extend to five thousand
rupees; and the court conviction a person of any such
contravention may by order direct such person to restore the
antiquity to the place from which it was moved.
Jurisdiction to try
offences.

31

No court inferior to that of a presidency magistrate or a
magistrate of the first class shall try any offence under this Act.

Certain offences to
be cognizable

32
.

Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898, an offence under clause (i) or clause (iii) of
sub-section (1) of section 30, shall be deemed to be a
cognizable offence within the meaning of that Code.

33
.

Notwithstanding anything contained in section 32 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898, it shall be lawful for nay magistrate of
the first class specially empowered by the State Government in
this behalf and for any presidency magistrate to pass a sentence
of fine exceeding two thousand rupees on any person convicted
of an offence which under this Act is punishable with fine
exceeding two thousand rupees.

Recovery of
amounts due to the
Government

34
.

Any amount due to the Government from any person under this
Act, may on a certificate issued by the Director General or an
archaeological officer authorised by him in this behalf be
recovered in the same manner as an arrear of land revenue.

Ancient
monuments, etc.,
which have ceased
to be of national
importance

35
.

If the Central Government is of opinion that any ancient and
historical monument or archaeological site and remains declared
to be of national importance by or under this Act has ceased to
be of national importance, it may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, declare that the ancient and historical monument or
archaeological site and remains, as the case may be, has ceased
to be of national importance for the purposes of this Act.

Power to correct
mistakes, etc.

36
.

Any clerical mistake, patent error or error arising from
accidental slip or omission in the description of any ancient
monument or archaeological site and remains declared to be of
national importance by or under this Act, may, at any time, be
corrected by the Central Government by notification in the
Official Gazette.

Protection of action
taken under the
act.

37
.

No suit for compensation and no criminal proceeding shall lie
against any public servant in respect of any act done or in good
faith intended to be done in the exercise of any power conferred
by this Act.

Power to make
rules.

38

(1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official

5 of 1898

Special provision
regarding fine
5 of 1898

rules.

.

Gazette and subject to the condition of previous
publication, make rules9 for carrying out the purposes of
this Act.
(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of
the following matters, namely:—
(a) the prohibition or regulation by licensing or otherwise
of mining, quarrying, excavating, blasting or any
operation of a like nature near a protected
monument or the construction of buildings on land
adjoining such monument and the removal of
unauthorised buildings;
(b) the grant of licences and permissions to make
excavations for archaeological purposes in protected
areas, the authorities by whom, and the restrictions
and conditions subject to which, such licences may
be granted, the taking of securities from licensees
and the fees that may be charged for such licences;
(c) the right of access of the public to a protected
monument and the fee, if any, to be charged
therefor;
(d) the form and contents of the report of an
archaeological officer or a licensee under clause (a)
of sub-section (1) of section 23;
(e) the form in which applications for permission under
section 19 or section 25 may be made and the
particulars which they should contain;
(f) the form and manner of preferring appeals under this
Act and the time within which they may be preferred;
(g) the manner of service of any order or notice under
this Act;
(h) the manner in which excavations and other like
operations for archaeological purposes may be
carried on;
(i) any other matter which
prescribed.

(3)

is to be or may

be

Any rule made under this section may provide that a breach
thereof shall be punishable,—

9
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Rules, 1959, published in Gazette of India, Extraordinary vide dated
15.10.1959 Part II, Section 3(ii).

Repeals and
savings.

39
.

(i)

in the case of a rule made with reference to clause
(a) of sub-section (2), with imprisonment which may
extend to three months, or with fine which may
extend to five thousand rupees, or with both;

(ii)

in the case of a rule made with reference to clause
(b) of sub-section (2), with fine which may extend to
five thousand rupees;

(iii)

in the case of a rule made with reference to clause
(c) of sub-section (2), with fine which may extend to
five hundred rupees.

(4)

All rules made under this section shall be laid for not less
than thirty days before each House of Parliament as soon as
possible after they are made, and shall be subject to such
modifications as Parliament may make during the session in
which they are so laid or the session immediately following.

(1)

The Ancient and Historical Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains (Declaration of National Importance) Act,
1951, and section 126 of the States Reorganisation Act,
1956, are hereby repealed.

(2)

The Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904 shall cease
to have effect in relation to ancient and historical
monuments and archaeological sites and remains declared
by or under this Act to be of national importance, except as
respects things done or omitted to be done before the
commencement of this Act.

71 of 1951
37 of 1956
7 0f 1904

THE GAZETTE OF INDIA
EXTRAORDINARY
PART II-SECTION 3 – SUB-SECTION (ii)
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY
********
NEW DELHI, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1959/ASVINA 23, 1881
********
MINISTRY OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
NOTIFICATIONS
NEW DELHI, THE 15TH OCTOBER, 1959
S.O. 2306.- In exercise of the powers conferred by section 38 of the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sires and Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958), the Central Government hereby
makes the following rules, the same having been previously published in the Gazette of India,
Part II-Section 3-Sub-Section (ii), dated the 8th August, 1959, as required by sub-section (1) of the
said section.

ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITES AND REMAINS RULES 1959
CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY
1. Short title, date and commencement:
(1) These rules may be called the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Rules, 1959.
(2)

They extend to the whole of India, but rules 24, 25, 27, 28, 29 and 30 shall not apply to
the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

(3)

They shall come into force on the 15th day of October, 1959.1

1. Definitions.—In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires.—

1
2

(a)

“construction” means the construction of any structure and includes additions to or
alterations of an existing building;

(b)

“copying”, together with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, means
the preparation of copies by drawing or by photography or by mould or by squeezing
and includes the preparation of a cinematographic film 2[and video film] with the aid of a
hand-camera which is capable of taking films of not more than eight millimeters and
which does not require the use of a stand or involve any special previous arrangement;

Vide S.O. 2307, dated 15.10.1959
Vide GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991

(c)

“filming”, together with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, means
the preparation of a cinematographic film 1[including video film] with the aid of a camera
which is capable of taking films of more than eight millimeters and which requires the
use of a stand or involves other special previous arrangements;

(d)

“form” means a form set out in the Third Schedule;

(e)

“mining operation” means any operation for the purpose of searching for or obtaining
minerals and includes quarrying, excavating, blasting and any operation of a like
nature;

(f)

“prohibited area” or “regulated area” means an area near or adjoining a protected
monument which the Central Government has, by notification in the Official Gazette,
declared to be a prohibited area, or, as the case may be, a regulated area, for
purposes of mining operation or construction or both;

(g)

“Schedule” means a Schedule to these rules; and

(h)

“section” means a section of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958).
CHAPTER II
ACCESS TO PROTECTED MONUMENTS

3. Monuments governed by agreement.—(1) Access to protected monuments in respect of
which an agreement has been entered into between the owner and the Central Government
under section 6, or in respect of which an order has been made by that Government under
section 9, shall be governed by the provisions of the agreement or, as the case may be, the
order; and nothing in rules 4, 5, 6 or 7 shall be construed as affecting any such agreement or
order.
(2)

A copy of the relevant provisions of every such agreement or order shall be exhibited in
a conspicuous part of the monument concerned.

4. Parts of monuments not open.—The Director-General may, by order, direct that 2[any
protected monument or any specified part thereof] shall not be open, permanently or for a
specified period, to any person other than an archaeological officer, his agents, subordinates
and workmen and any other Government servant on duty at such part.
5. Monuments when kept open.--(1) The protected monument specified in the First Schedule
shall remain open during the hours specified against them in that schedule; protected
monuments which are not so specified and to which neither rule 3 nor rule 4 applied shall
remain open from sunrise to sunset:
3

[Provided that an archaeological officer, or any officer of the Archaeological Survey
of India authorised by him in this behalf may, by notice to be exhibited in a conspicuous
part of a protected monument, direct that a protected monument or part thereof shall.—
(i)
1

Be kept open beyond the said period; or

Vide GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991
Vide GSR 800 (E), dated 17.10.2000 with effect from 28.10.2000
3
Vide S.O. 5002, dated 13.12.1969
2

2

(ii)

Be closed temporarily for such period as may be specified
by the notice].

(2) Nothing in this rule or in rule 6 shall apply to an archaeological officer, his agents,
subordinates and workmen or to any other Government servant on duty at a protected
monument.
6. Entrance fee.—
1

[No person above the age of fifteen years shall enter any protected monument or part thereof.—
(a) Specified as category A monuments in Part I of the Second Schedule,
2

[except on payment as follows:
(i) Citizens of India – Rs. 10/- per head;
(ii) Others - 3[[US $ 5 or Indian Rs. 250/-]] per head.]

(b) Specified as category B monuments in Part II of the Second Schedule,
2

[except on payment as follows;
(i) Citizens of India – Rs. 5/- per head;
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(ii) Others - 3[[US $ 2 or Indian Rs. 100/-]] per head.]

[* * *]

5

[Provided further that an archaeological officer, or any officer of the
Archaeological Survey of India authorised by him in this behalf may exempt, members
of delegations sponsored by the Central Government or a State Government, State
Guest and persons accompanying such delegations or guest, from the payment of such
fee.]
6

[Provided also that the Director-General may, by order, direct that, on such
occasions and for such periods as may be specified in the order, no fee shall be
charged for entry into a protected monument or part thereof.]
7. Holding of meetings, etc., in monuments.—(1) No protected monument shall be used for
the purpose of holding any meeting, reception, party, conference or entertainment except
under and in accordance with a permission in writing granted by the Central Government.
(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall apply to any meeting, reception, party, conference or
entertainment, which is held in pursuance of a recognized religious usage or custom.
8. Prohibition of certain acts within monuments.—No person shall, within a protected
monument,--

1

Vide GSR 688(E), dated 24.09.2001, w.e.f. 1.10.2001.
Vide GSR 800(E), dated 17.10.2000, w.e.f. 28.10.2000.
Vide GSR 688(E), dated 24.09.2001, w.e.f. 1.10.2001.
4
Word “Provided that on every Friday, no such fee shall be charged”. Omitted by GSR 848(E) dated 3.11.2000. w.e.f. 3.11.2000.
5
Vide S.O. 3520, dated 20.11.1966.
6
Vide S.O. 5002, dated 13.12.1969.
2
3

3

(a)

do any act which causes or is likely to cause damage or injury to any part of the
monument; or

(b)

discharge any fire-arms; or

(c)

cook or consume food except in areas, if any, permitted to be used for that purpose; or

(d)

1

(e)

beg for alms; or

(f)

violate any practice, usage or custom applicable to or observed in the monument; or

(g)

bring, for any purpose other than the maintenance of the monument,

[hawk or sell any goods or wares or canvas any custom for such goods or wares or
display any advertisement in any form or show a visitor round or take his photograph
for monetary consideration, except under the authority of, or under, and in accordance
with the conditions of, a licence granted by an archaeological officer;]

(i)

any animal, or

(ii)

any vehicle except in areas reserved for the parking thereof.

9. Penalty.—Whoever—
(i)
unlawfully enters any protected monument or part thereof at a time
when, under these rules, it is not to be kept open, or
(ii)

unlawfully enters any protected monument in respect of which an
order has been made under rule 5, or

(iii)

contravenes of any of the provisions of rule 6 or rule 7 or rule 8,

shall be punishable with fine which may be extended to five hundred rupees.
CHAPTER III
CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER OPERATIONS
IN PROTECTED AREAS
10. Permission required for construction, etc.—(1) No person shall undertake any
construction or mining operation within a protected area except under and in accordance with
a permission granted in this behalf by the Central Government.
(2) Every application for permission under sub-rule (1) shall be made to the Central
Government in Form-I at least three months before the date of commencement of the
construction or operation.
11. Licence required for excavation.—No person other than an archaeological officer or an
officer authorised by him in this behalf shall undertake any excavation for archaeological
purposes in any protected area except under and in accordance with the terms and
conditions of a licence granted under rule 13.

1

Vide S.O. 935, dated 16.02.1971.

4

12. Application for licence.—Every application for a licence shall be in Form-II and be made to
the Director-General at least three months before the proposed date of the commencement
of the excavation operations.
13. Grant or refusal of licence.—(1) On receipt of an application under rule 12, the DirectorGeneral may grant a licence in Form-III if he is satisfied that, having regard to the status of
the applicant, the competence of the director of excavation operations, the adequacy of the
staff to be employed and other relevant factors, the licence may be granted to the applicant:
Provided that no licence shall be granted unless the applicant has furnished security
of such amount not exceeding rupees ten thousand as the Director-General may, having
regard to the circumstances of each case, require.
(2) The Director-General, by order, may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, refuse to grant
a licence in any particular case.
14. Period of licence,--Every licence shall be in force for such period not exceeding three years
as may be specified in the licence:
Provided that the Director-General may, on application made to him at least one
month before the expiry of a licence, extend its period by one year at a time so that the
aggregate period does not exceed five years.
15. Cancellation of licence,--The Director-General may, by order, cancel a licence granted
under rule 13 if he is satisfied that the conduct of the excavation operations has not been
satisfactory or in accordance with the conditions of the licence, or if any further security
demanded under rule 18 has not been deposited within the specified time:
Provided that no licence shall be cancelled unless the licensee has been given an
opportunity to make his objections.
16. Conditions of licence,--Every licence shall be subject to the following conditions, namely:
(a)

the licence shall not be transferable;

(b)

the licensee shall give to the Director-General, the Collector and the owner of the
land to be excavated at least fifteen days’ notice in writing of the commencement of
the excavation operations;

(c)

the licensee shall produce the licence before the District Magistrate or the District
Superintendent of Police concerned or an archaeological officer, if so required;

(d)

the excavation operations shall be conducted under the supervision of the director
named in the licence who shall be present at the excavation operations for at least
three-fourths of the period of the operations;

(e) the licensee shall not, without the permission of the Director-General, dismantle or disturb
any structures found during the excavation operations and shall make adequate
arrangements for the safety of such structures and of the excavated antiquities till they
are taken charge of by the Director-General;
(f) The licensee shall not subject any antiquities recovered during the excavation operations
to any chemical or electrolytic process of cleaning without the written permission of the
Director-General;
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(g) An archaeological officer or his representative may inspect the excavation operations or
any antiquities recovered during the operations and make notes on or copy or film the
excavated structures and antiquities;
(h) The licensee shall not discontinue the excavation operations unless he has given at least
fifteen days’ notice in writing to the Director-General;
(i) At the conclusion of the excavation operations, the licensee shall give notice in writing to
the owner of the land specifying the nature of the antiquities, if any, recovered during the
operations;
(j) The licensee shall, within three months of the completion of the excavation operations,
submit to the Director General a summary report of the results of the excavation, and
where the operations are carried on for a period of more than three months such report
shall be submitted every quarter, and it shall be open to the Director-General to publish
the report in his reports or reviews; and
(k) The licensee shall as soon as practicable submit a report in Form IV to the Central
Government through the Director General on the antiquities recovered during the
excavation operations.
17. Recovery from security.—The Director-General may, by order, direct the deduction, from
the security furnished by a licensee under rule 13, of—
(a) the value of any antiquities recovered during the excavation operations and lost or
destroyed while in the custody of the licensee; and
(b) any compensation payable by the Central Government under section 27 to the owner or
occupier of the land excavated by the licensee.
18. Demand of further security.—Where during the currency of a licence, any amount has
been recovered under rule 17, the Director-General may require the licensee, within such
time as he may specify, to deposit such further sum as security as is equivalent to the
amount so recovered.
19. Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director-General under rule 13 or rule 15
or rule 17 may prefer an appeal to the Central Government; and the decision of that
Government on such appeal shall be final.
20. Return of security.—On expiration or earlier cancellation of a licence, the security deposited
by the licensee or the balance thereof remaining after deduction of any amount under rule 17
shall be returned to him.
21. Publication of the result of excavation.—Save as otherwise provided in rule 16, the
Director-General shall not, without the consent of the licensee, publish the results of the
excavation unless the licensee has failed to publish the results within the period specified by
the Director-General in this behalf.
22. Retention of antiquities by licensee.—The Central Government may, by order, subject to
such terms and conditions as may be specified, permit the licensee to retain such of the
antiquities recovered during the excavation operations as may be specified therein:
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Provided that human relics of historical importance and antiquities, which, in the opinion of
the Central Government, are of national importance, shall not be permitted to be retained by
the licensee.
23. Penalty.—Whoever—
(i)

unlawfully undertakes any excavation for archaeological purposes in any
protected area, or

(ii)

contravenes any of the conditions of a licence,
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees.
CHAPTER IV
EXCAVATION IN UNPROTECTED AREAS

24. Intimation to the Central Government.—Every State Government intending to undertake or
authorize any person to undertake any archaeological excavation or other like operation in
any area which is not a protected area shall intimate its intention to the Central Government
at least three months prior to the proposed date of the commencement of the excavation or
operation specifying the following details, namely,—
(i)

name, location and other details of the site;

(ii)

nature of antiquities previously found;

(iii)

details of previous explorations, if any;

(iv)

purpose of the excavation or operation;

(v)

proposed extent of the excavation or operation (a plan of the site in triplicate
showing in red outline the extent of the proposed excavation or operation
should be attached);

(vi)

proposed duration of the excavation or operation;

(vii)

amount of the proposed expenditure on the excavation or operation; and

(viii) name and status of the director of the excavation or operation.
25. Approval by the Central Government.—After considering the proposal, the Central
Government may either approve it or advise the State Government to modify it or to abandon
it altogether.
26. Deputation of an archaeological officer.—The Central Government may depute an
archaeological officer to inspect the excavation or operation while it is in progress and render
such advise as he deems necessary.

CHAPTER V
REPORT ON EXCAVATED ANTIQUITIES
BY AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL OFFICER
27. Form of report by an archaeological officer.—Where, as a result of an excavation made
by an archaeological officer in any area under section 21 or 22 any antiquities are
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discovered, the archaeological officer shall, as soon as practicable, submit a report in Form V
to the Central Government through the Director-General on the antiquities recovered during
the excavation.
CHAPTER VI
MOVING OF ANTIQUITIES FROM CERTAIN AREAS
28. Application for moving antiquities.—Every application for permission to move any
antiquities or any class of antiquities in respect of which a notification has been issued under
sub-section (1) of section 25 shall be made in Form-VI to the Director-General at least three
months before the proposed date of the moving.
29. Grant of refusal of permission.—On receipt of an application under rule 28, the DirectorGeneral may, after making such enquiry as be may deem necessary, grant permission for the
moving of all or any of the antiquities or, for reasons to be recorded, refuse such permission.
30. Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director General under rule 29 may prefer
an appeal to the Central Government; and the decision of that Government on such appeal
shall be final.
CHAPTER VII
MINING OPERATION AND CONSTRUCTION
NEAR PROTECTED MONUMENTS
31. Notice of intention to declare a prohibited or regulated area.--(1) Before declaring an
area near or adjoining a protected monument to be a prohibited area or a regulated area for
purposes of mining operation or construction or both, the Central Government shall, by
notification in the Official Gazette, give one month’s notice of its intention to do so; and a
copy of such notification shall be affixed in a conspicuous place near the area.
(2) Every such notification shall specify the limits of the area which is to be so declared and
shall also call for objections, if any, from interested persons.
32. Declaration of prohibited or regulated area.—After the expiry of one month from the date
of the notification under rule 31 and after considering the objections, if any, received within
the said period, the Central Government may declare, by notification in the Official Gazette,
the area specified in the notification under rule 31, or any part of such area, to be a prohibited
area, or, as the case maybe, a regulated area for purposes of mining operation or
construction or both.
33. Effect of declaration of prohibited or regulated area.—No person other than an
archaeological officer shall undertake any mining operation or any construction—
(a)

in a prohibited area, or

(b)

in a regulated area, except under and in accordance with the terms and
conditions of a licence granted by the Director-General.

34. Application for licence.—Every person intending to undertake any mining operation or any
construction in a regulated area shall apply to the Director-General in Form VII at least three
months before the date of commencement of such operation or construction.
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35. Grant or refusal of licence.—(1) On receipt of an application under rule 34, the Director
General may grant a licence or, if he is satisfied that the licence asked for should not be
granted, may, for reasons to be recorded, refuse to grant a licence.
(2) Every licence granted under sub-rule (1) shall be in Form VIII and be subject to the
following conditions, namely:(a)

the licence shall not be transferable;

(b)

it shall be valid for the period specified therein; and

(c)

any other condition relating to the manner of carrying out the mining operation or
the construction which the Director-General may specify in the licence for ensuring
the safety and appearance of, and the maintenance of the approach and access to,
the protected monument.

36. Cancellation of licence.—The Director-General may, by order, cancel a licence granted
under rule 35 if he is satisfied that any of its conditions has been violated:
Provided that no licence shall be cancelled unless the licensee has been given an
opportunity to make his objections.
37. Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director-General made under rule 35 or
rule 36 may prefer an appeal to the Central Government; and the decision of that
Government on such appeal shall be final.
38. Removal of unauthorized buildings.—(1) The Central Government may, by order, direct
the owner or occupier of an unauthorized building in a prohibited area or in a regulated area
or of a building or part thereof which has been constructed in contravention of any of the
conditions of a licence granted under rule 35 to remove such building or part thereof within a
period specified in that order.
(2) If the owner or occupier refuses or fails to comply with an order made under sub-rule (1),
the Central Government may direct the District Magistrate to cause the building or part
thereof to be removed, and the owner or occupier shall be liable to pay the cost of such
removal.
39. Penalty. —Whoever—
(i)

unlawfully undertakes any mining operation or construction in a prohibited area
or in a regulated area, or

(ii)

contravenes any of the conditions of a licence, or

(iii)

fails or refuses to comply with an order made under sub-rule (1) of rule 38,

shall be punishable with imprisonment, which may extend to three months or with fine which may
extend to five thousand rupees or with both.
CHAPTER VIII
COPYING AND FILMING OF PROTECTED MONUMENTS
40. Permission required for copying certain monuments.—The Director General may, by
order, direct that no person other than an archaeological officer or an officer authorized by an
archaeological officer in this behalf shall copy any specified monument or part thereof except
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under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a permission in writing by an
archaeological officer.
41. Conditions of copying other monuments.—(1) Any person may copy a protected
monument in respect of which no order under rule 40 has been made.
(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall be construed as authorizing any person other than an
archaeological officer or an officer authorised by him in this behalf, while copying any
such monument, to—
(a)

bring into or use within the precincts of such monument a camera-stand, stool,
chair, table, large drawing-board, easel or any such appliance, or

(b)

erect any scaffolding within such precincts, or

(c)

use within such precincts any artificial light other than a flash-light synchronised
with the exposure of a camera, or

(d)

apply any extraneous matter, such as water, oil, grease or any moulding material,
on such monument or part thereof, or

(e)

prepare a direct tracing or mould or squeeze of such monument or part thereof,
except under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a permission in
writing granted by an archaeological officer.

42. Licence required for filming.—
1

[(1) No person other than an archaeological officer or an officer authorised by him in this
behalf shall undertake any filming operation at a protected monument or part thereof
except under and in accordance with the terms and conditions of a licence granted
under rule 44.

2

[(2) Nothing in sub-rule (1) shall apply to any person undertaking video filming from exterior
of a protected monument except those specified in the Second Schedule in respect of
which video-filming shall be permitted on payment of Rs. 25/-;

Provided it is for non-commercial purpose and does not involve any cast and use of a stand
or in anyway interfere with customary and religious practices and work and work of repairs.]
43. Application for licence.—Every person intending to undertake any filming operation at a
protected monument shall apply to the Director-General in Form IX at least three months
before the proposed date of the commencement of such operation.
44. Grant or refusal of licence.—(1) On receipt of an application under rule 43, the Director
General may grant a licence 3[on payment of a fee of Rs. 5,000 (rupees five thousand) in
case of professionals and other agencies] or, if he is satisfied that the licence asked for
should not be granted, may, for reasons to be recorded, refuse to grant a licence:
Provided that the Director General shall not grant any licence to film the interior of any
protected monument, that is to say such part of any protected monument as is covered
1

Renumbered by GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991.
Vide GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991.
3
Vide GSR 90, dated 30.01.1991.
2
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by a roof of any description, except when the film is for the purpose of education or of
publicising the monument.
(2)

Every licence granted under sub-rule (1) shall be in Form X and be subject to the
following conditions, namely:(a)

the licence shall not be transferable and shall be valid for the period specified
therein;

(b)

nothing shall be done by the licensee or any member of his party which has, or
may have, the effect of exposing any part of the monument or attached lawn or
garden to the risk of damage;

(c)

the filming operation shall be restricted to that part of the monument in respect of
which the licence has been granted;

(d)

no extraneous matter, such as water, oil, grease or the like, shall be applied on
any part of the monument;

(e)

the generating plant for electric power, wherever required, shall be placed away
from the monument or the attached lawn or garden;

(f)

the filming operation shall not obstruct or hamper the movement of persons who
may lawfully be within the precincts of the monuments and

(g)

any other condition which the Director-General may specify in the licence.

45. Cancellation of licence.—The Director-General, by order, may, after giving notice to the
licence, cancel a licence granted under rule 44 if he is satisfied that any of its conditions has
been violated.
46. Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director-General made under rule 44 or
rule 45 may prefer an appeal to the Central Government; and the decision of that
Government on such appeal shall be final.
47. Certain rules not affected.—Nothing in rule 41 and no provision of a permission granted
under rule 40 or of a licence granted under rule 44 shall affect the operation of rules 3, 4, 5,
6, 7, 8 and 9.
48. Penalty.—Whoever copies or films any protected monument or does any other act in
contravention of any provision of this chapter or of any permission or licence granted
thereunder shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees.
CHAPTER IX
MISCELLANEOUS
49. Manner of preferring an appeal.—
(1) Every appeal to the Central Government under the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, or under these rules shall be in writing and
shall be preferred within one month of the date of receipt of the order appealed against.
(2) Every such appeal shall be accompanied by a copy of the order appealed against.
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50. Service of orders and notices.—Every order or notice made or issued under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, or these rules shall—
(a) in the case of any order or notice of a general nature or affecting a class of persons, be
published in the Official Gazette; and
(b) in the case of any order or notice affecting a corporation or firm, be served in the manner
provided for the service of summons in rule 2 of order XXIX or rule 3 of order XXX, as the
case may be, in the First Schedule to the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908; and
(c) in the case of any order or notice affecting an individual person, be served on such
person—
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(i)

by delivering or tendering it to the person concerned, or

(ii)

if it cannot be so delivered or tendered, by delivering or tendering it to any
adult male member of the family of such person or by affixing a copy thereof
on the outer door or some conspicuous part of the premises in which that
person is known to have last resided or carried on business or personally
worked for gain, or

(iii)

by sending it by registered post, acknowledgement due.

1

[SCHEDULES

Hours during which certain monuments or part thereof will remain open (vide rule 5)
Serial
no.

State

District

Locality

Name of monument

1.

Andhra
Pradesh

Hyderabad

Hyderabad City

Char Minar

2.

Bihar

Patna

Kumrahar

3.

Bihar

Patna

Nalanda
(Bargaon)

4.
5.

Delhi
Delhi

Delhi
Delhi

Delhi Zail
Delhi Zail

6.
7.
8.
9.

Delhi
Delhi
Delhi
Delhi

Delhi
Delhi
Delhi
Delhi

Delhi Zail
Delhi Zail
Delhi Zail
Delhi Zail

10.

Delhi

Delhi

Mehrauli Zail

11.

Delhi

Delhi

Mehrauli Zail

12.

Madras

South Arcot

Gingee

Site of Mauryan
Palace
All
mounds,
structures
and
buildings enclosed in
the acquired area
Afsar Wala-ki-masjid
Gateways of Abadi
Bagh Bu-Halima
Jantar Mantar
Kotla Firoz Shah
Tomb of Afsar Wala
Tomb
of
Khan
Khanan
Group of buildings at
Hauz Khas
Qutb archaeological
area
Fortress
including
monuments
on
Krishnagiri
and
Rajagiri hills

1

Part of monumemnt which
shall remain open during
hours other than from
sunrise to sunset
(i)
Second
storey
and
upwards
(ii) Remaining area
Whole
Fenced
area
containing
excavated remains.

Hours of opening

(i) From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or
sunset whichever is earlier
(ii) From sunrise to 10 PM
From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or
sunset whichever is earlier.
From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or
sunset whichever is earlier.

Garden
Garden

From Sunrise to 10 PM
From Sunrise to 10 PM

Whole
Garden
Garden
Garden

From Sunrise to 10 PM
From Sunrise to 10 PM
From Sunrise to 10 PM
From Sunrise to 10 PM

Garden

From Sunrise to 10 PM

Garden

From Sunrise to 10 PM

Whole

From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or
sunset whichever is earlier.

Vide S.O. 5002, dated 13.12.1969
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13.

Maharashtra

Aurangabad

Ajanta

Ajanta Caves

Whole

14.

Maharashtra

Aurangabad

Aurangabad

Garden

15.

Maharashtra

Kanheri

Whole

16.

Maharashtra

Bombay
(suburban)
Kolaba

Tomb
of
Rabia
Daurani
(Bibi-kaMaqbara)
Buddhist Caves

Gharapuri

Elephanta Caves

Whole

17.

Maharashtra

Poona

Karla

Cave Temples

Whole

18.
19.
20.

Mysore
Mysore
Mysore

Bangalore
Bijapur
Mandya

Bangalore
Bijapur
Seringapatnam

Tipu Sultan’s Palace
Gol Gumbaz
Daria Daulat Bagh

Garden
Garden
(i)Palace
(ii)Garden

21.

Mysore

Mysore

Somanathpur

Kesava temple

Whole

22.

Rajasthan

Ajmer

Ajmer

Whole

23.

Uttar Pradesh

Agra

Agra

Marble pavilion and
balustrade on the
Anasagar Bund and
the ruins of the
marble
Hamam
behind the Anasagar
Dam
Taj Mahal

24.

Uttar Pradesh

Lucknow

Lucknow

Residency buildings

(i) Model room
(ii) Garden

14

Whole

From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or
sunset whichever is earlier.
From sunrise to 10 PM

From 9 AM to 5.30 PM
sunset whichever is earlier.
From 9 AM to 5.30 PM
sunset whichever is earlier.
From 9 AM to 5.30 PM
sunset whichever is earlier.
From sunrise to 10 PM
From sunrise to 10 PM
(i) From 9 AM to 5.30 PM
sunset whichever is earlier
(ii) From sunrise to 10 PM
From 9 AM to 5.30 PM
sunset whichever is earlier.
From sunrise to 10 PM

or
or
or

or

or

From sunrise to 10 PM. On
full-moon days and four days
preceding and following from
sunrise to 12 PM (midnight)
(i) From 9 AM to 5.30 PM or
sunset whichever is earlier
(ii) From sunrise to 10 PM
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SECOND SCHEDULE
(see rule 6)
Protected monuments or parts thereof entry into which can be had only on payment of fee
Part – I
Category ‘A’ Monuments
State

District

Locality

Name of monument

Karnataka

Bellary

Hampi
Kamalapuram
Krishnapuram
Venkatapuram

Group of monuments

Bijapur
Aurangabad
Aurangabad
Bombay (Kolaba)
Chhattarpur
Raisen
Delhi

Pattadakal
Ajanta
Ellora
Gharapuri
Khajuraho
Sanchi
Delhi Zail

Group of temples
Ajanta Caves
Ellora Caves
Elephanta Caves
Western group of temples
Buddhist Monuments
Humayun’s Tomb

Delhi

Mehrauli

Qutab, Archaeological area

10.

Karnataka
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
National Capital
Territory of Delhi
National Capital
Territory of Delhi
Orissa

Puri

Konarak

Sun Temple

11.

Tamil Nadu

Chengai Anna

Mahabalipuram

12.
13.

Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh

Agra
Agra

Agra
Agra

Group of monuments
Mahabalipuram
Agra Fort
Taj group of monuments

Serial
no.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

1

Part of monument for which payment of fee is
required
Ancient enclosures, Kamalapuram; Royal enclosures
Kamalapuram: Hazara Ram Temple, Kamalapuram
Zanana enclosures, Kamalapuram Krishna Temple,
Krishnapuram;
Vithal
Temple,
Venkatapuram,
Pattabhirama Temple, Kamalapuram Achutaraya
Temple, Venkatapuram.
Whole, except Virupaksha Temple.
Whole
Group of caves
Cave nos. 1 to 5 and fenced area in front
Whole, except Matangesvara temple
Whole
Whole monument and gardens within the enclosure
wall and gateway
Whole, except Qutab Minar from inside.

at

Ancient Monuments of the Black Pagoda and ruins of
all ancient edifices, images, structures, basement,
pillars, carvings, walls, gateways, etc., of the
complex.
Whole
Archaeological area
The Taj and its garden and grounds, including the
Jawab on the east, the pavilions on east and west
sides of the grounds as well as all the towers (except

Vide GSR 306, dated 10.07.1996
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14.

Uttar Pradesh

Agra

Fatehpur Sikri

Fatehpur Sikri
monuments

group

of

the two towers flanking the Masjid) and the Great
Southern Entrance Gateway with the cloisters on its
flanks, the old Mughal Acquaduct in the Taj with the
Central Marble Tank, the well at the Taj Garden and
the drinking fountain in the west enclosure wall of the
Taj Garden.
The entire area bounded on the south by the
compound wall to the south of Jodhabai Palace and
further eastwards by the road leading to the southern
entrance of Diwan-i-am quadrangle, on the east by
the Diwan-i-am quadrangle; on the north by the walls
enclosing the Diwan-i-Khas, Ankh Michauli Hospital,
Zanana Garden and Birbal’s daughter’s palace and
on the west by the wall enclosing the horse’s stable

1

SECOND SCHEDULE
Monuments or parts thereof entry into which can be had only on payment of fee (vide rule 6)

Serial
no.
1.
2.
3.
4.

State

District

Locality

Name of monument

Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Assam
Bihar

Chittor
Hyderabad
Sibsagar
Nalanda

Chandragiri
Golkonda
Garhagaon
Nalanda
(bargain)

5.
6.
7.

Bihar
Bihar
Bihar

Patna
Rohtas
Vaishali

Kumrahar
Sasaram
Chakramdas

Raja and Rani Mahal
Golkonda Fort
Ahom Raja’s Palace
All mounds, structures and
buildings enclosed in the
acquired area, Nalanda
Site of Mauryan Palace
Shershah Suri Tomb
Ancient ruins, Vaishali

8.
9.

Gujarat
Gujarat

Ahmedabad
Mehsana

Lothal
Modhera

Excavated remains at Lothal
Sun Temple

1

Vide GSR 306, dated 10.07.1996

16

Part of monument for which payment of fee is
required
Whole
Whole
Whole
Fenced area containing excavated remains.

Whole
Whole
The Stupa, Ashokan Pillar, mounds and excavated
remains
Whole
Sun temple, Sun tank, Kund and carved stones with
images, temples and underground cell.

10.
11.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Gujarat
Jammu
Kashmir
Jammu
Kashmir
Karnakata
Karnataka
Karnakaka
Karnakata
Karnataka
Karnakaka
Karnataka
Karnataka
Kerala
Maharashtra

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Maharashtra

Aurangabad
Bombay suburban
Kolaba
Kolaba
Nasik
Pune

Daulatabad
Kanheri
Alibag
Raigad
Pathardi
Junnar

29.
30.
31.
32.

Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh

Pune
Pune
Sholapur
Dhar

Karla
Pune
Sholapur
Mandu

Tipu Sultan Palace
Durga Temple Complex
Jaina and Vishnu caves
Gol Gumbaz
Ibrahim Rouza
Chitaldurg
Daria Daulat Bagh
Sri Kesava Temple
Bekal fort
Tomb of Rabia Daurani (Bibiki-Maqbara)
Daulatabad Fort
Caves
Hirakota Old Fort
Raigad Fort
Pandav Lena Caves
Junnar
Caves
and
inscriptions
Cave temples
Shaniwarwada
Old Fort
Group of monuments

33.

Madhya Pradesh

Gwalior

Gwalior

Gwalior Fort

34.

Madhya Pradesh

Nimar (East)

Burhanpur

35.

Madhya Pradesh

Raipur

Sirpur

36.

National Capital
Territory of Delhi

Delhi

Delhi Zail

Palace situated in the Fort
(Shahi Quila)
Group
of
monuments
(Laxman temple)
Delhi Fort

12.

&

Mehsana
Udhampur

Patan
Kiramchi

Rani-ki-Vav
Group of temples

Whole
Whole complex

&

Udhampur

Ramnagar

Ramnagar Palace

Palace attributed to Raja Suchet Singh.

Bangalore
Bijapur
Bijapur
Bijapur
Bijapur
Chitaldurg
Mandya
Mysore
Kannur
Aurangabad

Bangalore
Aihole
Badami
Bijapur
Bijapur
Chitaldurg
Srirangapatna
Somanathapura
Pallicherry
Aurangabad

Whole
Whole
Whole
The Mausoleum and garden
Whole
Fortress and temples on the hill
Palace complex and garden
Whole
Whole
Tomb and the garden
Daulatabad Fort and monuments therein
Buddhist caves
Whole
Whole
Whole
Whole
Whole
Old citadel known as Shaniwarwada
Whole
Royal enclosures (Jahaz Mahal, Hindola Mahal and
other palatial remains)
Badal mahal, Mansingh’s Palace, Sas bahu temples,
Teli ka Mandir
Whole
Whole
Archaeological area
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37.

39.
40.

National Capital
Territory of Delhi
National Capital
Territory of Delhi
Orissa
Orissa

Delhi

Delhi Zail

Tomb of Safdarjung

Delhi

Purana Quila

Purana Quila

Puri
Puri

Bhubaneswar
Jagmara

Raja Rani Temple
Udaygiri and Khandagiri

41.
42.
43.
44.
45.

Rajasthan
Rajasthan
Rajasthan
Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu

Bharatpur
Chittor
Udaipur
Dindigul
Madras

Deeg
Chittorgarh
Kumbhalgarh
Dindigul
Fort St. George

Deeg Palace
Fort
Fort of Kumbhalgarh
Fort
Fort St. George

46.
47.

Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu

Pudukkottai
South Arcot

Tirumayam
Gingee

Fort
Rajagiri Fort and Krishnagiri
Fort

48.

Tamil Nadu

Tiruchirapalli

Kodumabur

Muvarkoil

49.

Uttar Pradesh

Agra

Agra

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh

Agra
Agra
Agra
Bahraich
Jhansi
Jaunpur
Lucknow
Varanasi

Agra
Sikandara
Sikandara
Sahet-Mahet
Jhansi
Jaunpur
Lucknow
Sarnath

58.

West Bengal

Murshidabad

Hazarduari

Group of monuments at Ram
Bagh
Itimad-ud-daula’s Tomb
Akbar’s Tomb
Mariam’s Tomb
Monuments of Sravasti
Rani Jhansi Mahal
Fort (old)
Residency Buildings
Excavated
remains
at
Sarnath
Hazarduari Palace

38.
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Whole with all its enclosures, wall, gateway and
gardens
Gateways, bastions and gardens, Quila-i-Khaona
Mosque and Sher Mandan (from outside).
Whole
All ancient caves, structures and other monuments or
remains situated on the Udaygiri and Khandagiri hills
except the Temple of Parasnath on the top of the
Khandagiri hill and also the temple in front of
Harabhuji and the Trisula Caves.
Whole
Victory tower and other buildings
Whole
Whole
Part of the Fort complex where objects are on display
for public writing.
Whole
Whole (Annual festival is held every year during the
month of May and fee will remain suspended for 10
days at Rajagiri Fort, Gingee)
Surrounding sub-shrines, stone enclosures, and
stone well on the north-east corner.
Whole
Whole
Whole
Whole
Excavated remains at Sahet within the fenced area.
Whole
Whole
Model Room and the garden
Whole
Parts of the palace complex where objects are also
on display

Monuments or parts thereof entry into which can be had only on payment of fee1 (vide rule
6)

Sl.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Name of the monument
Rani Jhansi Fort
Jantar Mantar
Rahim-Khane-Khanan Tomb
Karanghar Palace
Rang-dhar Pavilion
Avantiswami Temple

Locality
Jhansi
Delhi
Delhi
Sibsagar
Sibsagar
Avantipura

7

Rock cut caves

Masrur

8

Kangra Fort

Kangra

9
10
11
12
13
14

Cooch Behar Palace
Bishnupur Temples
Rani Roopmati Pavilion
Hoshang Shah’s Tomb
Hoshang Shah’s Palace
Brihadeswara temple

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Temples and sculpture gallery
Bellary Fort
Nanjangud
Bagh Caves
Aurangabad Caves
Raigarh hill monuments
Cave temple and inscriptions
Ratnagiri monuments
Lalitgiri monuments
Lower Fort and structures
Upper Fort
Ruined Buddhist stupa and other remains
Four storeyed rock-cut Hindu temple
Thousand Pillared temple
Warrangal fort
Buddhist monuments:
1. Rock-cut temple
2. Large Monastery
3. Small Monastery
4. Brick Chaitya
5. Ruined Mandapa
6. Stone build stupa and large group of
stupas

Cooch Behar
Bishnupur
Mandu
Mandu
Mandu
Gangaikonda
Cholapuram
Lakkundi
Bellary
Nanjangud
Bagh
Aurangabad
Colaba
Bhaja
Ratnagiri
Lalitgiri
Chandragiri
Chandragiri
Amravati
Undavalli
Hanamkonda
Warrangal
Guntapalle

31
32
33

Ashokan rock edict
Buddhistic Cave
Baba Pyare Khapra Kodia Caves

1

Junagadh
Junagadh
Junagadh

State
Uttar Pradesh
Delhi
Delhi
Assam
Assam
Jammu
&
Kashmir
Himachal
Pradesh
Himachal
Pradesh
West Bengal
West Bengal
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Madhya Pradesh
Tamilnadu
Karnataka
Karnataka
Karnataka
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Maharashtra
Orissa
Orissa
Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh

Gujarat
Gujarat
Gujarat

Vide GSR 799 (E), dated 17.10.2000.
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34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

Champaner monuments
Suraj Kund monastery
Shiekh Chilli’s Tomb
Group of four maidans
Ahom Palace
Bishnudol
Devidol
Excavated site
Bekal fort
Hill of Nagarjunakonda with the ancient remains

Champaner
Lakarpur
Thaneshwar
Charaideo
Garhgaon
Jaisagar
Jaisagar
Vikramshila
Bekal
Pullareddigudem
(Agraharam)

Gujarat
Haryana
Haryana
Assam
Assam
Assam
Assam
Bihar
Kerala
Andhra Pradesh

44
45

Rock-cut Jain temple
Natural cavern with stone bed and Brahmi and old
Tamil inscriptions called Eladipattam
Leh Palace

Sittannavasal
Sittannavasal

Tamilnadu
Tamilnadu

Leh

47
48
49
50

Sultangarhi
Tomb of Lord Cornwallis
Observatory of Mansingh
Fort of Kalinjar, together with the parapet walls,
with the gateways and the monuments inside it,
viz., Sita Kunda, Sita Sez, Patalganga, Pandu
Kund,
Bhaironka
jhirka,
Siddh-ki-gumpha,
Bhagwan-Sez, Pani-ka-aman, Mrigthara, Kothtirth,
Linga tempole of Nilakanthal, etc.

Delhi
Ghazipur
Varanasi
Kalinjar

Jammu
Kashmir
Delhi
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh

51

Mehtab Bagh on the river bank facing Taj

Agra

Uttar Pradesh

52

Kotla Feroz Shah with remaining walls, bastions
and gateways and gardens, the Old Mosque and
well and other ruined buildings it contains

Delhi

Delhi

53

Tughlaqabad Fort (Palace area) and Tomb of
Tughlaq Ghiasudin

Delhi

Delhi

46
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THIRD SCHEDULE
FORM I
Application for permission for construction/mining
Operation within a protected area.
(See rule 10)
1. Name and address of applicant1
2. Name of the protected area within which construction/mining operation is proposed.
Locality

District

State

3. Nature and details of the proposed construction/mining operation in respect of which
permission is sought.
(In the case of construction, a site-plan in triplicate showing in red outline
location of the building in relation to the protected area and the plan and elevation of
building should be attached; and the colour, external appearance and method of
screening of the building and the depth down to which the soil will be excavated for
appurtenances of the building should be specified.

the
the
the
the

In the case of mining operation, a site-plan in triplicate showing in red outline the
extent of the operation in relation to the protected area should be attached; and details,
regarding the depth down to which the operation is to be carried out, the mode of the
operation, the method of the muffling of sound, the kind and charge of blasting material
and the depth and number of blast-holes to be fired at a time should be specified.)
4. Purpose of the proposed construction/mining operation.
5. Approximate duration and date of commencement of the proposed construction/mining
operation.
I declare that the above information is correct. I also undertake to observe the
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958,
and rules made thereunder.
Station
Seal of the organization
Date

Signature of the applicant2

1

If the application is on behalf of an organisation, the name thereof should be given.

2

If the application is on behalf of an organization, the signature should be that of the head of the department.
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FORM II
Application For Licence To Excavate In A Protected Area
(Vide rule 12)
1.

Name and address of applicant1

2.

Name of the site
Locality

District

State

3.

Extent of the proposed excavation (a plan of the site in triplicate showing in red
outline the extent of the proposed excavation should be attached).

4.

Approximate duration and date of commencement of the proposed excavation.

5.

Approximate expenditure on the proposed excavation.

6.

Name and status of the Director of the proposed excavation.

7.

Details of photographic, surveying and other equipments available for the proposed
excavation.
I declare that the above information is correct. I also undertake to observe the
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958,
and the rules made there under.
Station
Seal of the institution
Date

1

Signature of the applicant2

If the application is on behalf of an institution, the name thereof should be given.

2
If the application is on behalf of an institution, the signature should be that of the head of the institution, which term includes the
Registrar of a University.
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FORM III
Licence for excavation in a protected area
(See rule 13)
Whereas________________________________has applied for a licence for carrying out
excavation

operation

in

the

protected

_____________________at____________________,

area
District

known

as

____________,

State_________________, and has undertaken to observe the provisions of the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and the rules made thereunder and
has further deposited the sum of Rs.___________ (Rupees__________________________only)
as required by the rules, I, ______________________, Director General of Archaeology, do
hereby grant this licence under sub-rule (1) of rule 13 of the said rules to the
said_________________________to carry out excavation operations in the area indicated in red
outline on the plan attached hereto.

The licence is granted subject to the provisions of the said Act and rules and is further
subject to the conditions that _________________ of___________________shall be the director
of the excavation.

The licence is not transferable.

It shall be valid for____________commencing with

_____________day of__________2000.
Station

Seal of the Department of
Archaeology of the
Government of India

Date
Signature of the
Director General of Archaeology.
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FORM IV
Report on antiquities in a protected area
(See rule 16)
Name of the site
Locality
District
State
Report for the period from ________________ 20 to ______________ 20
Sl. no.

Class
antiquities

of

Material

Number of antiquities1
Complete

Station
Date

1

In the case of potsherds, the approximate number should be stated.

24

Approximate
age

Remarks

Fragmentary

Signature of the licensee

FORM V

Report on antiquities by an archaeological officer
(See rule 27)
Name of the site
Locality
District
State
Report for the period from _________________ 20 to _____________ 20

Serial
no.

Class of
antiquities

Material

Number of antiquities1
Complete

Approximate
age

Remarks

Fragmentary

Station
Date
Signature of the archaeological officer

1

In the case of potsherds, the approximate number should be stated.
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FORM VI
Application for the moving of antiquities
(See rule 28)
1. Name and address of applicant1

2. Name of the place from which antiquities are to be moved

Locality

District

State

3. Description of antiquities proposed to be moved
(Photographs showing details of the antiquities should be attached)
4. Approximate date of the moving

5. Purpose of moving

6. Whether the antiquities or any of them are objects of worship
I declare that the above information is correct

Seal of the organization

Station
Date
Signature of the applicant2

1

If the application is on behalf of an organization, the name thereof should be given.

2

If the application is on behalf of an organization, the signature should be that of the head of that organization.
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FORM VII
Application for licence for mining operation/construction within a regulated area
(See rule 34)
1. Name and address of applicant1
2. Name of the monument near or adjoining which the regulated area is situated.
Locality

District

State

3. Nature and details of the proposed mining operation/construction in respect of which
permission is sought
(In the case of mining operation, a site-plan in triplicate showing in red outline, the
extent of the operation in relation to the monument and the regulated area should be
attached; and the details regarding the depth down to which the operation is to be
carried out, the mode of the operation, the method of the muffling of sound, the kind
and charge of blasting material and the depth and number of blast-holes to be fired at
a time should be specified.
In the case of construction, a site-plan in triplicate showing in red outline the location
of the building in relation to the monument and the regulated area and the plan and
elevation of the building should be attached; and the colour, external appearance and
method of the screening of the building and the depth down to which the soil will be
excavated for the appurtenances of the building should be specified.)
4. Purpose of the proposed mining operation/construction
5. Approximate duration and date of commencement of the proposed mining
operation/construction
I declare that the above information is correct. I also undertake to observe the
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act
1958, and the rules thereunder.
Station
Seal of the organisation

Date

Signature of the applicant2

1

If the application is on behalf of an organization, the name thereof should be given.

2

If the application is on behalf of an organization, the signature should be that of the head of that organization.
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Form VIII
Licence of mining operation / construction within a regulated area
(see rule 35)
Whereas ……………………………….. of ………………………………. Has applied for a
licence for in the regulated area near or adjoining …………… at ……………. District
……………………………. State …………………….. and has undertaken to observe the
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958,
and the rules thereunder, …………………… I, …………………………. Director-General
of Archaeology, do hereby grant this licence under sub-rule (1) of rule 35 of the said rules
to the said ………… for …………… in the area indicated in red outline on the plan
attached hereto.
The licence is granted subject to the provisions of the said Act and rules and is further
subject to the following condition, namely:
The licence is not transferable. It shall be valid for commencing with …………. day
………. of 20 ……….
Station

Seal of the Department of
Archaeology of the
Government of India

Date
Signature of the
Director General of Archaeology
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Form IX
Application for licence of filming operation at a protected monument
(See rule 43)
1.

Name and address of applicant1.

2.

Name of the monument at which the proposed filming operation is to be carried out.

Locality

District

State

3.

Part of the monument proposed to be filmed.

4.

Nature and purpose of the proposed filming operation and the context in which the
monument is proposed to be filmed (relevant extract of the script should be attached in
triplicate and details of the scenes to be filmed should be furnished in triplicate).

5.

Number of persons in the cast.

6.

Approximate duration and date of commencement of proposed filming operation.
I declare that the above information is correct. I also undertake to observe the
provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act
1958, and the rules thereunder.
Station
Seal of the organisaion

Date

1
2

Signature of the applicant2

If the application is on behalf of an organisation, the name thereof should be given.
If the application is on behalf of an organization, the signature should be that of the head of that organization.
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FORM X
Licence for filming operation at a protected monument
(See rule 44)

Whereas_______________________of__________________has applied for a
licence for filming operation at the protected monument known as _______________
located

at_______________District________________State________________,

and

has undertaken to observe the provisions of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites

and

Remains

Act,

1958,

and

the

rules

made

thereunder,

I,______________________, Director-General of Archaeology, do hereby grant this
licence under rule 44 of the said rules to the said________________for the carrying out
of filming operation, as per script and details of scenes attached hereto, in the following
parts of the monuments, namely:The licence is granted subject to the provisions of the said Act and rules and is
further subject to the following conditions, namely:-The licence is not transferable.

It shall be valid for ______________

commencing with ________________ day of _________ 2000.

Seal of the Department
of Archaeology of the
Government of India
Station
Date
Signature of the
Director General of Archaeology.
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THE GAZETTE OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE
(ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA)
NEW DELHI, THE 16TH JUNE 1992
(ARCHAEOLOGY)

S.O.1764.—Whereas
by
the
notification
of
the
Government of India in the Department of Culture, Archaeological Survey of India
no. S.O. 1447 dated the 15th May 1991, published in the Gazette of India, part II,
Section 3, sub-section (ii) dated the 25th May 1991, the Central Government gave
one month’s notice of its intention to declare areas upto 100 meters from the
protected limits and further beyond it upto 200 meters near or adjoining protected
monuments to be prohibited and regulated areas respectively for purposes of
both mining operation and construction;
And whereas the said Gazette was made available to the public on the 5th
June 1991:
And whereas objections to the making of such declaration received from
the person interested in the said areas have been considered by the Central
Government.
Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by rule 32 of the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Rules, 1959, the
Central Government hereby declares the said areas to be prohibited and
regulated areas. This shall be in addition to and not in any way prejudice to
similar declarations already made in respect of monuments at Fatehpur Sikri;
Mamallapuram; Golconda Fort, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh; Thousand Pillared
Temple, Hanamkonda, district Warangal, Andhra Pradesh; Sher Shah’s Tomb,
Sasaram, Bihar; Rock Edict of Ashoka, Kopbal, district Raichur, Karnataka; Fort
Wall, Bijapur, Karnataka; Gomateswara Statue at Sravanabelagola, district
Hassan, Karnataka; Elephanata Caves, Gharapuri, district Kolaba, Maharashtra.
[No. F. 8/2/90-M]
M.C. JOSHI,
Director General.

31

