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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

State Party

India

State, Province or
Region

Himachal Pradesh

| Name of Property

' Great Himalayan National Park Conservation Area

(GHNPCA)

Criteria under
which property is
nominated

Criterion x: To contain the most important and significant
natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological diversity,
including those containing threatened species of outstanding
universal value from the point of view of science or
conservation.

' Response to the
Committee
Decision 40 COM
| 7B.88

Executive Summary on the State of Conservation of the
GHNPCA property

Nestled high in West Himalaya, GHNPCA is acclaimed
for its high endemism of flora and fauna and natural beauty.

All three units of GHNPCA i.e. Great Himalayan National
Park, Sainj Wildlife Sanctuary and Tirthan Wildlife Sanctuary
are currently being managed, protected and monitored under a
conservation-oriented management regime that fully meets
World Heritage Operational guidelines.

This GHNPCA is bordered by Khirganga National Park,
Pin Valley National Park, Rupi Bhabha Wildlife sanctuary and
Kanawar Wildlife Sanctuary that provide a very strong
protective envelope for managing the OUVs.

Merging these bordering parks and wildlife sanctuaries
will not only help in conserving this unique ecosystem but also
will create the largest possible fully-representative and pre-

eminent conservation area in the Western Himalaya.

| Discussions regarding this have taken place in the State Board

of Wildlife Meetings during May 2015 and April 2017. The
process for merging the Khirganga National Park with GHNPCA
has already been initiated”.

This process would soon be done for the Protected Areas
adjacent to GHNPCA, which demonstrates the commitment of

the State Party for progressive expansion of the area of
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GHNPCA

Name and
contact
information of
official local

| institutionfagency

Address:

Tel:
Fax:

Email:

Organization: Himachal Pradesh Forest Department

Shri Ajit Thakur, IFS, Director, |
Great Himalayan National Park,

Shamshi, District Kullu,

Himachal Pradesh — 175126 (INDIA) |
+91-1902-265320(0)
+91-1902-265320
dirghnp@gmail.com, ajit. hpfts@yahoo.co.in ‘
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1.

BACKGROUND

The World Heritage Committee requested the State Party India vide decision
40 COM 7B.88 (Annexure-l) to submit to the World Heritage Centre by 1%
December, 2018 'a detailed report, including a 1-page executive summary, on
the state of conservation of the property, on the implementation of the above
and updates of the financial situation of the property, for examination by the
World Heritage Committee.

Accordingly, the response of the State Party to decision 40COM 7B.88 is

given below.

Requests the state party to:

2.

Para- 3. Welcomes the further progress made by the
State Party as regards the intended expansion of the
property, in particular the decision to incorporate
Khirganga National Park within the property in the future,
and encourages the State Party to continue the plan for
progressive expansion, with the technical support of the
World Heritage Centre and IUCN as required, and taking
into account the findings of the regional comparative
study; and to submit its proposals to the World Heritage
Centre, in the format of a new Nomination for examination
by the Committee;

The State Party recognizes and acknowledges the crucial role that Protected Areas

play in protection of forests and wildlife including globally threatened species as well

as safeguarding the valuable ecosystem services that they provide, especially in the

face of the looming threat of climate change.

Recognizing this fact, the State Party reaffirms its commitment to realizing the vision

of a much-expanded GHNPCA including Pin Valley National Park ,Khirganga

National Park, Rupi Bhaba Wildlife Sanctuary and Kanawar Wildlife Sanctuary.

Noting the requirement of Decision 38COM 8B.7, State Party confirms that this

integration shall be accomplished as we work towards increasing the World Heritage

property area to the full complex, which would be roughly three times the size of the

currently proposed area.
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As regards the expansion of GHNPCA, the State Party is pleased to report that this
issue was deliberated in the meetings of the State Board of Wildlife, Himachal
Pradesh conducted during May 2005 and again in April 2017, where decision of
merging Khirganga National Park with GHNPCA has already been taken ( Annexure
2 & 3) The formal notification regarding this is underway. The expanded nomination
would be submitted after completion of merger of all the above mentioned Protected
Areas into the GHNPCA, the inscribed property.

Table 1. Summary of the relationship of the nominated property to its buffer zone

and adjacent contiguous/close by protected areas in GHNPCA (Map 1).

Area i Size in sq km Remarks
GHNPCA 1 905 .4 This is the Inscribed Property
| Ecozone of GHNP® 265.6 This is the buffer zone of GHNP B
| [ *(not counted in total below)
" Khirganga National 710 This National Park, contiguous with |
| Park GHNP on its northern boundary, is in

process of gaining full NP status

Pin Valley National Park | 675 . I This National Park is contiguous with |

GHNP on its eastern boundary, also in

process of gaining full NP status

RupiBhabha Wildlife | 503 This sanctuary is contiguous with GHNP |
| Sanctuary : on its south-western boundary
Kanawar Wildlife 61 This sanctuary is not contiguous with
Sanctuary | GHNP but lies close to its north-west
boundary
i_Total contiguousiclose | 2,854.4 | This is the extent of contiguous protected
| by protected area | areas including GHNP but not including |

its buffer zone
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3. Para-4 Also welcomes the progress achieved by the
State Party in working with local communities and
indigenous peoples, and also encourages further local
consultation and involvement in decision-making to find
mutually acceptable ways to resolve any ongoing
resource use conflicts, while respecting any rights of use,
and on the basis of an accurate assessment of impacts
from resource use (in particular grazing and collection of
medicinal plants) on the OQutstanding Universal Value of
the property;

The State Party thanks the World Heritage Centre for appreciating the enormous

strides that the Park administration has achieved in involving local communities in

co-management. Park administration regularly interacts with the local community
through Women Saving and Credit Groups (WSCGs), which are small production
centers to enhance livelihood options of their members who belong to poor
households, which were dependent on the Park’'s resources before 1999, The Park
administration follows a very effective mechanism of communication through Group

Organizers (a lady selected and trained for improving WSCG functioning; usually

one Group Organiser works with six to eight WSCGs and each WSCG has eight to

ten members). The WSCGs have been federated in their own NGO called

Biodiversity Tourism and Community Advancement (BTCA), an umbrella

organisation which facilitates income generation activities in WSCGs including vermi-

composting, apricot oil sale, marketing of agricultural produce, and ecatourism-linked
livelihood options for the male family members of women belonging to these groups.

The Park administration has laid down rules that give priority to BTCA to earn

incomes from ecotourism to benefit those who had a dependence on Park's

resources before 1999.

The Park administration also interacts regularly with a crucial stakeholder, viz the

local tour operators and gives them guidance regarding effective visitor management

and responsible tourism strategies including ensuring that visitor numbers stay within
carrying capacity and better waste management practices are adopted.

Periodic capacity building workshops are also being organized for staff and local

stakeholders on biodiversity conservation and sustainable utilization, involving

reputed organisations such as UNESCO C2C, Wl and Botanical Survey of India.
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Recent Initiatives of the Park for the protection of OUVs through community

involvement:-

A. Management Council: Consists of local community leaders (Pradhans of

all 13 Gram Panchayats -local self government) that are involved in the
management decision making processes. They are invited once in a year,
by the park authorities for discussions on preparation of Annual Plan of
Operations for the concerned financial year and for planning management
strategies of the park. The Council also works out activities for enhancing
livelihood of the park dependent communities and helps in conflict

resolution.

. Mabhila Mela: (Women Folk Festival) This cultural festival largely involves
female members (starting from school going children to elderly women)
belonging to villages of Tirthan, Sainj and Jiwanala valleys. They gather at
Sai Ropa on 2™ October of every year and showcase their folk dances,
songs, Skits, dramas, etc on the theme of —wildiife —conservation.
Recognising the fact that women folk play a significant role in the economy
of villages of the Eco-zone area, Park authorities promote this activity to
ensure adequate participation of women in the conservation of biodiversity
of the Park and to create awareness about the UNESCO WHS.

. Natural Heritage Fest with the theme of Celebrating Natural Heritage:
A first of its kind Festival to celebrate the Literature, Arts and Culture of
the region was organized by UNESCO C2C, WIl and the Park
Management during the year 2017. The festivai had an objective to
reinforce the appreciation of environmental heritage and connection with
nature through popular forms of visual and written media, and to bring
together diverse group of conservationists that seldom interact with each
other including nature writers, poets, journalists, photographers,
filmmakers. travelers and academicians. This was the first attempt of its
kind where a nature-culture linkage through creative writings, poetry and
history of the place was explored. An additional focus was to encourage
the indigenous people and promote their role in preservation of their

traditional knowledge base and conservation of their priceless heritage.
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D. Regular training to Community Based Organizations: A series of
training programmes on themes such as identification of Flora & Fauna,
Hospitality services, conducting safe trekking expeditions, photography,
wood carving, bakery products making, pine needle utilization, etc have
been taken up under the GlZ-assisted community development
programme: This project, on the principles of Payment to Environmental
Services (PES), has been formulated by GIZ with the help of GHNP
authorities with the objective to educate, evolve and recognize the
potential environmental services rendered by GHNPCA. The programme
aims to assess the values of PES, particularly Eco-tourism potential, in the
Sainj Valley and to promote entrepreneurship in this sector amongst the

local people for the improvement of living standards.

4. Para- 5 Requests the State Party to re-consider the
possibility of notification of Tirthan Wildlife Sanctuary as a

national park

The State Party took this matter to the Himachal Pradesh State Board for Wildlife
(SBWL) in May 2015 and again in April 2017. As per provisions of the Indian Wildlife
{Protection) Act 1972, the SBWL, under the chairmanship of the Chief Minister,
Himachal Pradesh considered this matter and decided that the Sainj and Tirthan
Wildlife Sanctuaries (WLS) will not be notified as National Parks so as to avoid
relocation of three villages in the Sainj Wildlife Sanctuary, which is a legal
reguirement for a National Park. The Park administration is making comprehensive
efforts to engage the villagers of these three villages in Sainj Wildlife Sanctuary in
Park management activities and also convince local people to phase out grazing

from the Tirthan Wildlife Sanctuary.

It is reiterated that the combination of the Great Himalayan National Park, Sainj and
Tirthan Wildlife Sanctuaries plus a buffer zone to the west of the park since 1998
have been known as the Great Himalayan National Park Conservation Area
(GHMPCA) in response lo recommendations by the Wildlife Institute of India.
GHNPCA was inscribed as a World Heritage Site at the Doha meeting of World
Heritage Commitiee in June 2014, and the inscribed property consists of the 754 .4
sg km GHNP, the 90 sq km Sainj WLS and the 61 sq km of Tirthan WLS that totals
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905.4 sq km. The 265.6 sq km buffer zone (Ecozone) is not part of the nominated

property but is directly associated with it in all management aspects.

The National Park category under the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 (WLPA)
provides for strict conservation of GHNP without any biotic disturbances {akin to
IUCN Category Il). Similarly, both Sainj and Tirthan WLS under the WLPA are
designated to protect, propagate, and develop wildlife or its environment in areas of
ecological and zoological significance (akin to IUCN Category IV). Thus, together
with its buffer zone, the GHNPCA reflects a management entity, which is fully
consistent with IUCN protected area management categories. The entire GHNPCA
including the GHNP, Ecozone and Tirthan and Sainj WLS are managed under a
single Management Plan and administered by the same Park Director. Therefore, it
is fully geared to preserve the OUVs of the property in its entirety and for foreseeable

future,

Although a great deat of information on the condition and -management of aif three
components of the redefined property and its buffer zone has already been provided,

a few key points are given herein for ready reference:

« GHNP was constituted in 1984 and formally declared a National Park in 1999
after all legitimate rights of local residents were extinguished, with
compensation following a due process of law.

« Sainj and Tirthan WLS were established in 1894 along with the Ecozone
(buffer zone): Sainj WLS comprises of three villages whose 120 residents use
local resources; Tirthan WLS has no human setllements but is subject to
traditional seasonal grazing.

« The two sanctuaries were designated for inciusion in GHNP in 2010 and are
currently undergoing the consultative process of resolving rights of any
residents,

« The Ecozone's 160 villages/15,000 residents are dependent on naturai
resources; extensive programs to provide alternative livelihoods including
participation in ecotourism are already in place; these cammunities are

engaged in participatory conservation governance of the area.
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Each unit of the GHNPCA has distinct management objectives reflected in the
GHNP Management Plan. For example GHNP, as an IUCN Category Il area
focuses on protection of resources while managing ecologically sustainable
tourism; Sainj WLS's priority is management of three villages within its
boundaries to minimize their impacts on bicdiversity; Tirthan WLS regulates
the non-resident shepherds to minimize impacts of grazing by sheep and

other livestock,

Para-6 Also requests the State Party to fully consider and
address the management deficiencies identified in the
recently published national level Management Effectiveness
Assessment exercise, which took place from 2006 to 2014, in
particular:

a. Regulate the transit of livestock through the property,

b. Conclude the process to recognise the rights of local
communities in Jiwanal Valley,

c. Consolidate the management of the Parwati Valley,

d. Address human-wildlife conflicts,

e. Ensure adequate levels of staffing, equipment and
training for patrolling in high-altitude terrain;

GHNP was constituted in 1984 and formally declared a National Park in 1999
after all legitimate rights of local residents were extinguished, with
compensation following a due process of law. Since then there is a total ban
on entry of livestock inside the protected area.

Settlement of rights of local community was done following a due process of
law. (Annexure-4)

For incidents related with human-wildlife conflicts there is a compensation
process which park authorities follow diligently and efforts are always made to
sellle compensation cases expeditiously (Annexure-5).

Patrolling of the field staff in high-altitude terrain is done on a regular basis
(thrice a month). Field staff is always equipped with good quality equipments
(like sleeping bags, portable tents, jackets, boots, solar portable lights, walkie-
talkies etc). Recently field staff has been trained in doing high-altitude
patrolling using sniffer dogs and very soon these sniffer dogs will be inducted
in patrolling team to control poaching and other related illegal activities inside

the park area. There is also provision of joint patrolling where beat guards off

Page 9

489/520




29670/2018/GENERAL SECTION

adjacent beats do patrolling together which not only help in combating
undesired activities inside the park but also help in exchanging the ideas
among the beat guards related with controlling poaching and other illicit
activities. Group patrolling with the involvement of local people not only

ensures the protection of the property but also gives them employment.

Para-7 Further welcomes the State Party’'s commitment to
contribute to a regional comparative study to assess the
scope of ecosystems within the Himalayas and adjacent
mountain regions with a view to identifying potential
World Heritage candidate areas and boundary
configurations in this region, including potential serial
nominations / extensions, as recommended by the
Committee, and recommends that the State Party
consult with other relevant States Parties from the
region, as well as with IUCN and other partners as
required,

Among other protected areas, the Pin Valley NP in India, adjacent to GHNP
on the other side of the Great Himalayan Range, is an example of interior,
trans-Himalayan areas and consists of high altitude desert, with many species
in common with Tibet and central Asia. The fauna and flora are very different
from those of GHNPCA, although some species are shared with the high
altitude parts of GHNP. The adjacent Khirganga NP, and Kanawar and Rupi
Bhabha WLS exhibit similar ecology to GHNP and support a very similar
fauna and flora. Ultimately all of these sanctuaries/NPs form a single unit, with
the inscribed GHNPCA located at the centre, acting as source for these
areas. In providing examples of intact or near-intact lower-altitude lemperate
forest, as well as extensive areas of alpine meadows, rich in medicinal plants,
GHNPCA presents a uniqgue example of a full altitude sequence for the
Western Himalayas, possibly the only one available for several of the forest
types represented

The best protected populations of Western Tragopan ( Tragopan
melanocephalus), Vulnerable Species as per IUCH (Vulnerable CZali)),
occurs in the Park, supporting 400 individuals (which is 10% of the global
population) in less than 1% (120 km?) of global distribution area (which is

21,600 km?). Similarly, a recent study reveals that GHMNP offers the best
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protected habitat for Snow leopard (Panthera uncia); IUCN Endangered
(C1,ver 3.1) in the context of climate change and future vulnerability.

It is further supported by the lowest level of human footprint and this
advantage is significant when compared with similar elevations and ecological
zones elsewhere. The configuration of the area is such that the habitats are
buffered by protected habitats offering contiguity and long-term viability of the
species. Species such as Snow leopard, Brown bear (Ursus arclos),
Himalayan black bear (Ursus thibetanus), IUCN Vulnerable, Himalayan Tahr
(Hemitragus jemlahicus), (IUCN Near Threatened), Himalayan musk deer
(Moschus leucogaster) (IUCN Endangered), Blue sheep (Pseudois nayaur,
Western tragopan (Tragopan melanocephalus) and Cheer pheasant (Catreus
wallichii) (IJUCN Vulnerable C2a(i)) have year-round habitat and a secure
future in the inscribed GHNPCA.

Nature index: A pilot study was conducted in GHNPCA by the National
Biodiversity Authority (NBA) of India and Norwegian Institute for Nature
Research (NINA) of Norway to assess the healthiness of ecosystemn through
selected indicators and to express in a scaled weighted index value, which
ranges between 0 and 1. In this index, O represents very poor state of health
and 1 represents very good state of health of the ecosystem. Briefly, data on
population status of 14 indicators (5 Bird species and 9 Mammal species)
were studied and index was calculated. The index value for overall GHNPCA

is 0.75, which indicates the health of the ecosystem is in a good state.

It is reiterated that the State Party is committed to contribute to regional
comparative studies in partnership with the ICIMOD and IUCN etc. and would
consider potential serial nomination/extension, based on a credible

recommendation, as and when received.
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Annexure 1

Decision : 40 COM 7B.88
Great Himalayan National Park

Conservation Area (India) (N 1406rev)

The World Heritage Committee,

b

L

6.

=1

Having examined Document WHC/16/40.COM/TB,
Recalling Decisions 37 COM 8B.11 and 38 COM 8B.7, adopted at its 37th (Phnom
Penh, 2013) and 38th (Doha, 2014) sessions, respectively,
Welcomes the further progress made by the State Party as regards the intended
expansion of the property, in particular the decision to incorporate Khirganga
National Park within the property in the future, and encourages the State Party to
continue the plan for progressive expansion, with the technical support of the World
Heritage Centre and IUCN as required, and taking into account the findings of the
regional comparative study; and to submit its proposals to the World Heritage Centre,
in the format of a new Nomination for examination by the Committee;
Also welcomes the progress achieved by the State Party in working with local
communities and indigenous peoples, and also encourages further local consultation
and-involvement in decision-making to-find-mutuatly ncceptabie-ways to-resolve any
ongoing resource use conflicts, while respecting any rights of use, and on the basis of
an accurate assessment of impacts from resource use (in particular grazing and
collection of medicinal plants) on the Outstanding Universal Value of the property;
Requests the State Party to re-consider the possibility of notification of Tirthan
Wildlife Sanctuary as a national park;
Also requests the State Party to fully consider and address the management
deficiencies identified in the recently published national level Management
Fffectiveness Assessment exercise, which took place from 2006 to 2014, in particular:
|. Regulate the transit of livestock through the property,

2. Conclude the process to recognise the rights of local communities in Jrwanal
Valley,

3 Consolidate the management of the Parwati Valley,

4. Address human-wildlife conflicts,

5. Ensure adequate levels of staffing, equipment and training for patrolling in

high-altitude terrain;

Further welcomes the State Party’s commitment to contribute to a re gional
comparative study to assess the scope of ecosystems within the Himalayas and
adjacent mountain regions with a view to identifying potential World Heritage
candidate areas and boundary configurations in this region. including potential serial
nominations / extensions, as recommended by the Committee, and recommends that
the State Party consult with other relevant States Parties from the region, as well as
with TUCN and other partners as required;

Further requests the State Party to submit to the World Heritage Centre, by 1
December 2018, an updated report on the state of conservation of the property and
the implementation of the above, for examination by the World Heritage Committee
at its 43rd session in 2019.
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Annexure 2
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State Board for Wild Life (SBWL) Meeting Report @ -
8""May 2015

Minutes of the Mesting of the State Bosrd for Wild Life(S3WL], hald In the Conference Room of
the Armsdale Bullding, H.P Secretariat, at 11 AM on 8" May 2015, under the Chalrmanship of the
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh, Shri Virbhadra Singh snd the prasences of the Hon'ble
Forgst Minlster H.P, Shri Thakur Singh Bharmaurl

The list of the members of SBWL, spacial invitees that attended the S3WL meeting is as foliows:-

(1. Shri Chander Kumar, Hon'ble Ex-Minkster & Ex-MP a3 Non-Cificlal Member of the S8WL
2. Dr. MK, Ranjit Sinh, mmlmwmmpnmmummm»mw
Officinl Mambar of SBWL
3. - 5hrl Vijay Bhushan, Former Secretary, DE}’T. M. Defhi as Non-Official Member nl’ SIIM.
<&, Shri Kewal Singh Pathania, Hon'ble Vice Chaleman of the Hrsmc Ltd. as Special Invitee of
TrosBwWL ¢ :
5,__ Shei Ajay Bahadur, Hon'ble Ex.MLA and Chairman HIMFED, Special m’nn,m
7%, shri Ramesh Chauhan, Chairman of the Khadl Board as Non-Officlal Member of the SBWL
¥. Shri Arun Sen, R/O VPO Kuthar, nhmcts-ohn.nm-mthimmhmfmsﬁm
8. mmg‘nm}. Former Chalrman, Bharmaur, District: Chamba, Hun-DHInhl Mmbernfﬂu
- SBWL
%. smuhmmqumummnmmumuwurms&m . ]
10 Shri Rabit Thakur, Kasumpti, Shimls, Non-official Member of the SBWL = AU CHN
~31. Shrl Dughyant Singh, Dhaml, Shimia, Non-Official Member of the SBWL tL R
+12. Shrl Kamlesh, Bharmaur, District: Chamba, Non-Official Member of the SBWL . e
13, Shr V.C. Pharka IAS, ACS{Tourlsm) & ACS to Hon'ble CM HE, l-umb«arﬂunwn.
14. Shri s-an Kumar IS, DG(Police), Member of the SBWL : e .
15. Prof.(Retd.) Judhir Mahajan, Special Invitee of the SBWL
16, Col, G.5Mann, Representative of ARTRAC, Shimla, Hemhnrnfﬂuiﬂm
17, Shri Mohan Chauhan 1AS, MD Tourlsm & Secretary GAD, Member nfthusum
18, Mr. Shekhar Massey, Director of Anlmal Husbandry, Member nmusuwt oL
19, q'-lr Harsh Mitter iFS, APCCF & Representative of Wild Life Pmmﬂog‘ﬁﬂl 4 ey
20, Shri 5.P Mehta, Diractor ornnum; Member of the SBWL - SR
2. pr Avtar Kaur Sidhu, S:Inrl'l;ll'l. Representative of the Zoological __“‘" |
ihe sBWL -

£ #2.°Dr. R Suresh Kumar, Representative nf the Wikd Life institute,
'S-HWL

The rnhmn. did not attend:-

- @hri Khub Ram, MLA Annl, Member SBWL

Shrl Mahalan, MLA Nurpur, Member SBWL
Shri'Mohan Lal Brakta, MLA Rohroo; Member SEWL
Shri Tarun Shridhar IAS, ACS|Forests), Member SEWL i
Shel Sushit C. Srivastava IFS, Pr.CCR{HoFF), Member SBWL

Shri Amarjeet Singh, Himachal Birds, New Shimbs, Non-Official Mumbqr

Shri Rattanjeet Singh, c/o Chapsien S5chool, Shimla, Non-Officlal Member

Shei Kamal Dhaulte, Sanjauli, Shimla, Non-Official Member

E - f A ] 7. ; - =n iy
: Pr. C.CF. ( m S P Shimla

P?‘P‘l"‘.‘"!‘",’"‘!‘.
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AGENDA V (B): Agendo raised by the DGP Pollce, with regord to resolution of 114 cases registered,
pertaining to Wildlife; out of which 45 continued rmuﬁlhq—mint{mlhbnultm action Iz planned
between the Police and the Forest Department.

AGENDA Vi: Achlevement of the Wildlife Wing with respect to various Conservation Projects and
Programs, ploceg before the Boord:-

e. Breeding progrom of Western Trogepan at Sarahan Bushobrt The Board Members lauded
the effgns of the Wild Life Wing for the successful breeding of the Western Homed
Tragopan at Sarahan Bushahr (the project was started during 2003-04 with Rs. 4.93 crores
tunds from CZA GOI, the first captive breading came about iy 2005); The current popuiation
of the pheasants stands a3t : Males 13: Females 14; Total: 27; Year 2014: 6 chicks have been
hatched and 5 have turvived; Year 2015: Normal egg laying has started; Construction of New
Aviary Wwon with the design spproved by CZA— Extimates approved and Tendering process

@ “tas beadlnitiated, Tender published in Newspapers already and scheduled date for opening:
16" My 2015, It was also discussed that tha project of assisted reproduction fof the
Western Horned Tragopan is not desirable at the present momaent.

b. Breeding Program of Himalayon Monal at Manall: The CZA recommended undertaking the
breedink'of the Himalayan Monal, In the new Phessantry, In 2008-09 and funds were made
availab through GO, for Rs. 2.05 crores. The current population of the pheasants stands
al-Maidg 12+ Females 3; Total: 15. All the Individuals available were rescued from the Wild;
all ind “ Is are being marked by leg rings for Identification and paired lor breeding new
av BLI st Manall 1s being prepared to house these captive Individuals, which are °
currentiekept In small, old enclosures not 100 sultable for breeding. Cagtive breeding with
atieast- W pyirs Is on. The Board Members appreciated the efforts of the Wik Life Wing
with respect o the project. & . 2

t. Snow Lecpard Project: The total project was prepared for Rs. 5.15 Crores snd s béing
|I11Pllﬂ'-l:!l'l'l!d in the State for Snow Leopard Conservation, funded by the Government of
India, Mature Conservation Foundation at Mysore and the Wild Life Institute, Dehradun are
coliabogating In the project. The project commenced during 2010-11 and ks 8 4 year praject.

Rs. 1.8 crores stand released by the GOI Ull 2014-15. Radlo collaring of Snow Leopards Is "

planned, curing this year 2015. The Chairman and Members sppreciated these efforts. -
e mwwm at Chall {Khariun): The program was started during 2007-08, with
CZA GOI funding support for Rs. 3.26 crores. Successful captive breeding of this species is
Boing on, with the current population: Males 29: Females 30; Total: 59; In the year 2014, 19
chicks were hatched and 10 chicks survived; Species Recovery and Conservation Breeding
Frogram has been approved by CZA and Rs 15.40 Lakhs have been released. Release strategy
has been developed and birds would first be radio-tagged for post release monitoring,
possibly during 2016. The Board Members noted the efforts of the Wild Ule Wing with
respetl to the project. Shri Vijay Bhushan, Member SBWL, relterated early resease of Chesr

Pheasant from captivity to wild and early working of the required protocol.

e. Great Himolayan Notlonal Park as Workl Herltoge Site: Greal Himalayan National Park
standy already included s5 Workd Heritage Site by UNESCO, during June 2014. This was
spprocisted and welcomed by tha members. -

f. Vuiture Recovery Program: Three main vultures on the threshold of extinction—White

backed, Slender billed and Long billed—already declired crjtically endangewed species, by
pPr. .CF. ( . Shimla

Ted
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JuCH, for whom the project is being addressed—Iidentification of nesting sites, cpening of
feeding stations at Nagrota Surian and Guglada, near Jwall, In-titu conservation program for
Viltures was started during 2003-04. Upto 2012413, more than 800 vulture chicks having
been fzdged, Diclofenac medicing, In veterinary use was found to be badly affecting the

. i vultures; it stands banned, since 2006, Undercover sunveys are also done by the staff to

" ensure the ban. Prof. Chander Kumar, Ex. Minister and MP and Member SBWL mentioned
that Diclofenac the medicine Is still doing the rounds, Director (Anlmal Husbandry) said that
the madicine stood banned and was not in use—the varying stances calls for a fresh survey
by the Animal Husbsndry Department. Or. M. K. Ranjit- Sinh sald that the Diclofenac in
human use can aiso be put to veterinary use. There Is 3 need to remain vigilant about this
drug which s proven deadly for vultures,

g. Monkey Menoce [ssue: Sterilization program is effectivelfy on—around 96,126 monkeys (til
19/04/2015) stand sterilized in seven Mankeys Sterilization Centres scross the State, The
aighth monkey sterillzation centre Is to be inaugurated soon, for use in Ishpur/Una. The
MOEF & CC stands requested to allow EXPORT of monkeys and to declare the monkeys a1 |

. VERMIN. Forest Divisiens stand identified where monkey menace Is high to enable local

specific vermin deciadstion by MOEF &'CC rather than a genersiized declaration, coyaying
the State. Two Van \ft are proposed to come up at Chintpurni (through CF Hamirpur)
and Paonth Sahib (tifough CF Nahan); additionally implementation of Habitat Enrichment
plan is being started in four forest divisions timety—thesa are Shimia, nahan, Bitaspur and
fanced and planted wgth herbs, shrubs and trees sultable- for monkey rehabilitaticn. One
monkey sterllization mpbiie ynit and one ambulance are also on the anvil, Monkey Census is
: planned during June 2015, Invslving the National Centre for Blological Sciences, Wiid Life
" Institute, Dehradun-anid other.primate resource persons. The Hon'ble Chief Minister said
that the sterilization g woutd show results soon in the nesr future and declaration of
monkeys 25 vergiin inlfifested local areas would-help. )

h. Copocity Bulld-up ingBird Ringing at Soiropa, GHNP: The bird ringing activity {enables
identification, study of movement, routes, habitats, growth, changes) was done for the first
time, at Sai Ropa, a ting experts, Dr Francis Buner and Mr Tim Walker—Iit was garried
forward at Nagrota §rian, Pong Dam, during January 2015, followed by 3 workshop at

- Shimla. A permanent Bird riaging station is envisaged at Pong Dam to study bird migration

(1.36 lakhs nﬂ:mwi_ms_ stand identified st Pong Dam}. :

. Himalayan Brown Bear and Peafow! Ventures: Feasibility of this project is belng worked out
loe Upper Bharmour-frea. A proposal in this regard was sent 1o CIA for endorsempnt, a5
also another denumﬁun Breeding of Peafowl at indora; CZAInformed m';’i the

- state can go-ahead wih the project for Conservation Breeding of Brown Bear with ifs own

financial support and fnan power—the project is on and the site k& being explored. A project
fur walk in Aviary at Nurpur was prepared for mixed exhibit of birds, Including Peafowl on
which CZA has remarked that this should be proposed at exlsting Dhauladhar Nature Park

- Gopalpur and be made as part of the Master Plan.
4

-
ADDITIONAL AGENDA; P

Additlonal Agenda 1: M/s Rupin Hydro Electric Project {45 MW) In Tehsll Dodra, District Shimla was ,

out up to the NBWL and was approved on 21 Jan. 2015; stipulation Incorporated was that the Wild
¥ . i - W
| P C.C.E. ( WA ) H.P. Shimia )
i d -

Cuedl?

Page
16




497/520
29670/2018/GENERAL SECTION

®

Life Conservation Plan proposal was to be resdied by Uttarakhand and H.P 1o be overseen by Wild
Life institute and shall be funded by project proponent and that It be ensured that no contamination
of water comes about. |

Additional Agenda 2: Mining proposal of Sh, Mahinder Singh & Company at Pachto Sohlb— was
put up to the NBWL and was approved on 21% Jan, 2015 with stipulation that there must not be any

contamination of water and subject to realization of 2% of project cost for wild life management and
conservation,

Additlonal Agenda 3: Three proposals of Ambufa Cerments were claared on 12/08/2014, subject 1o
realization of 2% of project cost for WL mansgemant and conservation works. These were:-
i) Proposal for existing clinker plant ot Rouri
i) Exponision of existing cement plant et Sull
iif} Expansion of Koghlog Umesone Mining project ; s
Prg®Et hroponent Has already been Informed to comply with the required stipulation.

Addltional Agenda: HON'BLE Chiaf Minister's Concernss-

al A Butterfly‘park Is now planned to come up at ﬂmhll-wm {area Is rich In blodivarsity)
Instead of M Summerhill, Shimia— This was endorsed by Hom'ble CM HP. Prof. Chander
Kumar, M:EHbEFSEWL desired that another Butterfty Park be created near Nurpur,

b) Accredited Hunter Ust: Names of Shri Kirnesh Jung, Hon'ble MLA Paonta Sahib and Shri Alay
Bahadur, EX. MLA Nahan stand Included as sccredited hunters. _

€) “Drastic falf'of House sparrow population: A project has now been Initlated by the Wildiife
Wing, durirg February, 2015, In Shimla, to Investigate the House Sparrow decline; in order to
formulate conservation strategies for the long term survival of the species. Each sparraw in
an identified colony is 10 be ringed with a metal ring and an additional coler ring. The adult
survival v.:uplcl be monitored by using mark-recapture data which shall heip in understanding
the population trends, hatching and fledging success.

NEW AGENDA ITEMS:-

AGENDA |: Propozal to Construct Ammmwmmmwm Rood to provide

connectivity in botder areas in Spiti and mancgement of Rupl Bhawa WLS & Pin Valiey National

Fark : Dr. M.K. Ranjit Slnh, and Mr. Wijay Bhushan, SBWL members, wanted the proposal In much

more detaits (impact assessment and debris removal and dumping), along with the map of road,

will berrain it passes through, The road already stands approved by the State Government, during

2008, and only awaited Bo-ahead endorsement from the State Wild Life Board to be put up to the

National Wildgife Board, New Delhi. The alignment of the road was decided after a detailed flekd F 4
Survey and involves felling of least number of trees (381 of different classes) and would mesn a ,
saving af nearly B0 kms of distance, from origin (Attargu) to destination (Wangtoo]. Now; the case is

beng put on heold, until the State Board for Wild Life members are satisfied with funhe't detalls of

the road case. - 7 '
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AGENDA WI: Proposal recelved from the Commissioner, Munldpal Corparotion, Shimia, regarding
the Construction of Ambulance Road from Dhailll Chowk to Durga Colony (Ward no. 18-Shimia)—
part of which faifs withla Shimle Water Cotchment WLS: This rosd only Involves constructing of 100
meters and widening of 400 meters road with no tree felling involved. 1t Involves only 250 5. meters
of Shimla Water Catchment Wild Life Sanctuary. The proposal was approved by the SWAB to be put
up to the NWLB for approval, g

AGENDA 1ll: proposal of M/S Laforge Indic Private Limited to estoblish 3 MTPA Cement Plants and
2 MTPA Clinker production units In Villoge DPF Ghanger, Tehsif Karsog, District Mondi, besed on
Alsind} Umestone Deposits: The project area falls within 10 kms radius of the Majathal WLS with na
diversion of the Sanctuary proposed. Forest Clearance process Is on though the Environmental
Clearance of July 2014 stands revalldated by MOEF & CC. The members volced toncern regarding
study by IRD Shimia {which is not on accredited panel to Impart Impact assessment particutarty fram
wild fife point of view] gat done by the Company ftsslf: however they were astured that any such

study has no bearing on the approval of the case which s studisd by the Wild Life wing in its toral

entirety, Dr. M. K. Ran]it Sinh, Member SBWL stressed the nead to include hydrological and edaphic
factors while conducting environmental impact assessment studies. He also ralsad concern

the adverse impact of.cement plants on human heakth for study. The said proposal was put an Hold
10 be endorsed by the SBWL for forwarding to NBWL for approval,

AGENDA IV: Proposal submiftted by the Director Generui of Police, tsgarding seiting up-of & Wiid -

[ UfeCrime Control Unit i Himachal Prodesh: The ‘case for s&tting Up of the Wild Life Crime

Control Bureau with headguarters at Shimla and sub-statlons at Minnaur, Kuly, Dharamshals snd
Chamba—the other sansitive zones, stands submitted to ACS(Forests} to the Government of
Himachal Pradesh for administrative approval and working out logistics|mobiiity, communication,
Infrastructure, staffing ete.) In tandem with Forsst and Polics authorities. Members of the State
iurd for Wil Life like Mr. Ashish Dasgupta, non-governmental members requested that they
{atleast 2 members) must also be associated In the deliberstions to firm up the proposal,

AGENDAV: Proposals put forth by Mr. Vijay Bhushan, Member of the SEWL:

() With respect to GHNP, the member was informed that 45 trap cameras were set up in
GHNP{sensitive, vulnerable locations In ranges JSiwaNal, Sain] snd Tirthan) and excellent
shots of animals were caught and availabls for viewing, including that of 3 Western Horned
Tragopan. Smiart phones would be procured to Improve communication. To check poaching
and any other Illegal activity raiding teams stand constituted in the GHNP, Rolla barrjer was
being strengthened through additional staff to check any nefarious activity In the Park.

{b) With respect to Pong Dam, a Soclety was belng registered to regulste activities and develop
the said areas, opening avenues of employment for the locals. Tourism works are nearing
completion funded by ADB and executed by the Tourism Department. Hon'ble Eormer
Minister and MP, Mr. Chandra Kumar, Member SBWL drew the attention of the Board to a
Governmental Committes, under Chalrmanship of Forest Minister, constituted somewhere
in the jate 90s and requested that jts meeting be immediately held, With the coming up of
an Integpretation centre and the repalr of damaged boats, tourlsm was on the up-swing for
the discernlng eco-tourists. A hird ringing activity at Magrota Surlan and the census of

) s Pr. C.CE. Ft SHP. Shimia

- i b 2o

Page
18




: 499/520
29670/2018/GENERAL SECTION

s |

migratory birds (1.36 lakhs at Pong) has brought Pong Dam Sanctuary, 8 Ramsar Site, into
prominence. :

{¢} With respect to Sarshan Pheasantry and breeding of the Western Horned Tragopan
Pheasant the member was informed that the success story of breeding was belng carried
forward. No release plans for the pheasant s stipulated as of now, since the caplive
population size is small.

{d) With respect 10 Cheer Pheasant breeding at Chall, the successful breeding was highlighted
and it was Informed that the protocol for release Into the natural habitat was alsa belng
worked out and slated for 2016, "

AGENDA Via: Great Himaloyan Notlonal Park (GHNP): Workd Heritoge Site: - Review of Intentlon
Notification No. FFE-8-F(§) 11/2005, dated 28.07.2010, regording merger of Salnj and Tirthan
Wildlife Sanctuaries In GHNP, in view of declsion of the World Heritage Committee, UNESCO, 38"
Sessign ot Doha (Qotar) on 23.06.2014 ond omalgamation of Khirganga National Park in GHNF:
Thﬁﬂlﬂi was informédappralsed that Sainj and Tirthan Sanctuaries would be retained as such and
not be amalgamatec®with the Greal Himalayan National Park—to allow local communities to
continue $ustainable activities in the area. SBWL members agreed and recommended the proposal
to NBWL

AGENDA VIb: Great Himolayan National Park [GHNP); o World Herltoge Site: ~ Review of Intention
Notifttation No, FFE-B-F{6) 11/2005, doted 28.07.2010, regarding merger of Salnj ond Tirthan
wildllfe Sanctuaries in GHNP, in view of decision of the World Heritage Committes, UNESCO, 38"
Sesslon at Daha {Qatar) on 23.06.2014, ond omalgamation of kKhirganga National Park ln GHNP:
The Soard was Informed/appraised that Khir Ganga Natlonal Park was being amalgamated with the
Great Himalayan National Park—an integrated single unit for effective management, administrative
angd executive control. SBWL members agreed and recommengded the proposal to NBWL.

AGENDA Vil: Chonge of proposed Stotus of inderkila from Natlonol Park to Wildlife Senctuary: The
Board was apprised that inder Kila was Intended to be constituted as a National Park, during 2010,
without appreciating the concern for the jocal communities and nomadic graziers—there 1S strong
resistance and dissent to the idea, locally. Accordingly, it was proposed 1o review the intention
notification for National Park and if found having substance, the case was to be initiated to make
inderkiia a Sanctuary, instead, The Member of the State Wikd Ufe Board member Dr. M. K. Ranjit
Sinh Fawever volced that the fauna found In the area was unique and the case to make Inderkila a
National Park was strong. He was told thal the review would establish the status of the tract—at
present the case of It being a hot blo-diversity spot was In conffict with human Issues voiced by the
local populace. Or. M, K. Ranlit Sinh further sald that a fresh exercise can be done by euchuding some
of the extended areas having rights and adding other areas without corverting Its status from
Malional park Lo wild Life Sanctuary. The SBWL suggested a relook at the propasal.

AGENDA VI Sh Ashish Desgupta, Member, Stote Boord for Wilkilife (HP), voiced concemn
regording mon-onimol conflict issues of big cots (leopard & tigers) and blatent killing/poaching in
Anni and Arki arecs: The Board expressed concern with cases of blatant killing/poaching of big

cats/leapards and felt there was now a need to empanel Honarary Wik Life Wardens to check this
inenace. The exsrcise wai on, *

N

"

Wk 7 Pr. C.C.F.&M}H_P_ oL
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d. Mr. Vijay Bhushan, Membaer expressed concern regarding falling population of the Sarus
Crane at Pong Dam and wanted this aspect studied. He was also eritical of Nepall labar
poaching activity in the GHNP. The CWLW promised 10 look Into the aspects pointed out.

e. The CWLW & Member Secretary of the SBWL informed that DNA profiling work is being
{aken up with the Wild Life institute for leopards and brown bear.

f. Felling of Rhododendrons for fuel-wood for road making in Chamba was raised by Mr, Ajay
Dahadur, Special invitee as also FRH repair and water shartage (need for 2 bore well) at
Simbalwara National Park. Both these bsues would be examined. Mr. Alay Bahadur, further
added that plantations of exotic species lke Eucalyptus, which were raised in the past,
outside Simbatwara National Park and in the Deer Park of Renuka N Zoo must be
discouraged. .

g The pair of Lions to be brought in from Gujarat would go to Gopalpur Zoo while the pair of

2 (Uigers from Karnataka would be housed at Renuka Zoo (after the enclosure design for tigers
is approved by CZA, constructed and becomes operative}—as declared by the Hon'ble Forest
Minister. . _

h. Dr. Suresh of the Wild Life Institute wanted HP Wild Life wing to work on artificial breeding
of Western Hormned Tragopan—this did not find favour with the Board, especially Dr. M., K.
Ranfit Sinh, Member SBWL who commended the work of natural breeding centre Sarahan
and wanted the s3id work to be augmented, :

L Shri M.K. Ranjit Sinh, Member State Board for Wiki Uife urged the Wildlife Wing Lo carry out
population estimation of the Snow Leopard, Ibex, Serow, Western Horned Tragopan and
monkey to enable a fair ides of our resource base, carrying capacity snd planning of
management slrategies sccordingly. He emphasised that thare should be more focus on In-
situ conservation rather than on ex-situ conservation.

| There were many questions ralsed and information sought on wild life and programs, sought
by Shri Xewal Singh Pathania, Vice Chairman HPSFDC Lid. which siood answered,
Incorporating added annexure, in the Agenda of the Meeting circutated.

k. The OWLW informed that landscaping work was planned at Manall for the Van Vihar and the
matter stoed taken up with Chiel Architect of PWD for needful. Further landscaping would
also be done in the Chall Pheasantry and the Renuka Zoa,

_I.f The CWLW promised a Leopard Sensitiration workshop at Shimla, being organized (10™ June
2015 slated)—resource persons Identified—Mr. Steve Winter of Natlonal Geographic fame Is
belng nvited.

. The CWLW also informed the Board that a Snake park s proposed at Gopalpur,
Interpretation centres are to come up at Bharmaur, Sarashan and Nagrota Surian and
Improved logistics are being made available for the discerning towrists—FRH repair of
Catchment Area, Kufri and Chall; Modern equipment procurement is on—Ilighl weight cages,
tranguilizer guns, wireless sets, ultra-sound machines. Matter to mobilize rescue teams to
handle man-animal conflict exigency and regular training of staff to operate tranquilizer guns
was $is0 being worked In, )

n. The case of a Directorate of Wild Ufe found favour with the Board Members, Mr. M.K. Ranjit
Sinh, Member voiced support and stressed that only wild life trained personnel must be
posted In Wiid Life Wing. Mr. Vijay Bhushan, Member SBWL aid that the Wild Lile
Directarate could be clubbed with the Fisheries and the Environment, Mr. V. €. Pharka LAS

? Pr. c.i:f&. W1 ) H.P. Shimla
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the proposal should be seen with respect to cad .
o L R e management
Bie CM said the proposal would be examined. W -

he WWWMFE thanks, defivered by Shrf Sat Pal, DFO (Hars.) to the Chalr, Hon'ble

R
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Annexure 3

. |

FOREST DEPARTMENT HIMACHAL FRADESH
WILD LIFE WING

No. WL/ State Board for Wikdiferwim 971~ 50
Dated, Shimla-1, thel_26-5~ <1 %

From. Pr. Ghiel Gonservator of Forests (WL}  To: 1. All CCFs/CF (Wildiife)

and Chief Wildlife Warden, HP. 2. All DFOs (Wildlife)
3, DFO Publicity.
Subject: Proceedings of meeting of State Beoard for Wildlife, HP held on
| 10" April, 2017.

Memo:
Enclosed please find herewith a copy of proceedings of Stals
Board for Wikilife, HP held on 10" April, 2017 under the Chairmanship of

Hon'ble Chief Minister for information and necessary aclion plaasa.

Encl: As above. o b
o ﬁ.:'-; 2]
Principal Chief Conservat orest (Wildlife) and
R VRUAE I EN G v Chief Widlife Warden, HE Bhimla-171001

T
e {x
"
i e \I‘.ﬁ? o Y
AREY TR
/—z,,/ TR
L
EndaMos Ao Dated Shamshi, thed :HI G{}'@D—h
~ Copy along with its sncl sures is forwarded to D.F.O. GHNP Shamshi &
ﬂ'?‘év DUE.O. (Wikdlife) Kullu for information and 1a-ther necessary action. /1 :
-
i ]
Encl: = As above.

Lﬂnmv:un ﬂ;&n#&r{sk
“Juuenslhu'k 5tmnu+- o
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Proceedings of Eighth Meeting of Himachal P :
_ wildlife, held on 10" April, 201
under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Chief Mi
pradesh

Eighth mieeting of Himachal Pradesh State Board for Wildiife was held on
10/4/17 under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Chief Minister, Himachal Pradesh. #
The meeting was attended by 33 participants [Annexure 1). : \

ACS [Forasts) welcomed all the participants and introduced the agenda of I
the meeting, Later Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) presented all & )
the agenda iterns sequentially. !

| Pazq (el

1. AGENDA ITEMS OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Agenda ltem No. 1 : Action Taken Report on all” |
Action Taken Reportbonthaagends tems of 7" | the agenda items of
e and Meeting held o 8™ May, 2015 Seven ng af State
Board for Wildife wers

discussed one by ane.
| Members expressed their
satisfaction on 3l the.
Action Taken Report on
previous meeting's agenda

| oftheitems.

2. MNEW AGENDA ITEMS

New Agenda ltem No. 1t After detailed defiberations
tining proposal submitted by Ms. Anita Kumari the board decided to defer
Dfo Shri Prakash Chand, {14.35 ha) at Village- the agenda item
Mauja Kotla, Mohal-Ranoh, Tehsil-laswan, Distt. i
Kangra, Himachal Pradesh for recommending the |
case to National Board for Wildlife, l
AR . The propozal stands sent t?‘
New Agenda ltem No.2: the National Board for
Proposal of H.P. Public Works Department for wildlifa for 2pproval after
falling of trees, widening and metalling tarriag of getting the smﬁe%ppmed |
Bathri - Sundla-Langera-lammu and Kashmir From the members of SBWL |
Boundary Road Km B7/200 to 937400 intermediate | by circulation. The |
|ane standard in Gamaul Siyabehi Wildlife members of SEWL ratified |
sanctuary, Distt, Chamba submitted by Executive the action. 1
Engineer, Salooni Division, Distt.Chamba. . |

- B

AR '_':,'_-‘T-!'-

Pr. Chief Conservalir il Forests (W)
e d O Wikdhi Ty Warden HIY Shimla
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New Agends Item No. 3: Agenda items proposed by the Members of Sta iy

Board for Wildiife

New Agenda item No.3{a): -
' Agenda proposed by Dr. M.K, Ranjit Sinh, Member
| of State Board for Wildiife, Himachal Pradesh

1. Snow Leopard Conzervation

2. management of Parks and Sanctuaries [FAz)

3. Traning of Wildlife Officers in WildliFe Institute

of india
3, Management of Parks and Sanctuaries (PAs)

= The members were

! budget allocation and

apprised about the
arrangement about the
posting of staff in the
Wildlife Wing and the

drawal procedure in the
Wildlife Wing. The
members were satisfied
with the arrangement.

- The members were
infarmed about the
tralnlng.arrangementIf_o_r.-' ;
wildlife staff. [t was also
informed that field staff
can also be trained in
wildlife management
issues, as and when
required.

- The board was informed
that estimation of snow
leopard population will be
done during the current
Financial Year. Nature
Conservation Foundation
[NCF) which is atready
implementing the project
on snow leopard in Spiti
area has been approached
in this regard,

-nge-nda item MNo. 3{b):

| Agenda proposed by Prof. Chander Kumar, Ex-

| Member Lok Sabha & Member, State Board for

| wildlife, Himachal Pradesh

!

| The member suggested that Core Zone of Pong

| Dan lake comprising of Hanser sland may not be
transferred to the Tourism Deparment as it is

| fragile eco-paint of varicus rare migratory bird

| fpecies

After detailed discussion on
thie' possible repercussions |
of apening the core area of
Fong Lake Wildlife
Sanctuary for tourism, it
was decided thagRansar
island will cemain with the
Wildlife wingas it is a
breeding habitat for many
rare migratory birds

(!
1
13
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MNew Agenda Itern-N::n..a{cr:

Agenda proposed by Kanwar Ratanjit Singh and

Dushyant Singh Membars, Stata Board for Wildlife,

Himachal Pradesh

L That sanction of projects by cireulation from its
members individually must not be encouraged;
allowed: All proposals must come upin a
regular mesting, sugported by detaiied power
point- presentations/films etc., to enable-all
members/participants to understand the
necessity, implications, fallout etc. and to pass,
arreject the said proposal, or ask for additicnal
Informaticn.
At least, one meeting of the HP Wildlife Board
must he held every six months, so that
impartant projects da not remain pending for
long periods of time,
Members of HPF Wildlife Board be issued
identity cards certifying that they are member
ofthe said Board

= After detalled
deliberatian the board
decided that the mesating
i of the State-Board Tes
Wildlife should be hald an
| aregular basis, at least
| ance a year sothat any
| proposal that is received is
brought up for approval by
the State Board for
Wildiife. The board also
agread with the suggestion
of 5h. Ashizsh Das Gupta
that when the Chairman
Signs amy proposal by
circulation only then it
should be eirculatad,
- It was decided that the
members of the board will
b glvan identify cards by
tha Chief Wildlife Warden
when they submit their
phulng{ﬂrhf. o

}.
Mew Agenda item No. 3{d):

Agenda proposed by Dr, Lalit Mohan, Member,
State Board for Wildlife, Himachal Pradesh.

Pr. Chiel

gl (e

1. Status of Cheer Pheasant fecovery prograntas

this program was approved by C2A during 20614
2. Housze sparrow population survey and
measures to be adopted for its conservatinn
Action taken for development of GHMP after its
inscrijtion 1o WHS
Status of Sarahan Pheasantry and breeding
programme of Western Tragopan
Highlights of works to ke carried aut with Rs
226 crore reléased under Kol Dam project
Status of snow leopard project
Fopiulation estimaticn report of Snow Leopard
by NCF
Werk done on mankays by University af

-2

Califarnia
Status of in- Site conservation of vultures
Extenzion and further improvement of Bird
Awiary at Chaura Maidan

Further study of migratory pattern of birds in

Pong Lake

506/520

"The member had asked for
infarmation with regare to
the progress/ status of
various projects and new
projects farmulated. The
information stands
provided to all the
members, hence no further

! actian is required

|

|

i
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| 12 Status of final notifigation af sanctuaries and
| Mational Parks inthe State
| 13 Achievements made by Wildlife wing in the last
l| T YEATS
14. ny new projedt if formulated by the
Department in the last Lwo years
[ New Agenda ltem Na (el The Board decided that
Propasal submitted by chri Kamlzsh, Member of passibilities may be
State Board for wildlife far providing fa cilities 10 explored about developing
trekkers/tourists in Kugti- M animahesh—Keylong. aeo-tourism 2CTivities in
l Kugti Wildiife Sanctuary,
further action may be
taken by CCF (WL} Marh
after thorough study ef the
area towards developing |
the eco-taursm circuits in
the area.

The mesting ended with vole af thanks to the chair.

P L
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UND E CHAIRMANSHIP OF HON'BLE C.M,
10.04.2
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

WM. Hama
Sh. Chander Kumar, Ex-Forest Minister, Jawali Distt. Kangra, HP Nmﬁlﬂni&l—Mmﬁqr =

Shri Kewal Singh Pathania, Vice Chairman HPSFG‘.Spet:IaI invites

Dr. M. K. Ranjit Sinh, Former Special Secretary, MoEF, Krishan Sar-5, Tiger Lans, We.B
Lane, Sainik Farms, NewDthl Mon-Official-Member e

4. Chief Secratany (Tribal Eiav}.tuﬂ:gﬁwt of HP, Men-Official-Member

‘5. | Addl. Chief Secretary (Forests) to the Gowt. of HP, Non- Officia-Member
g,

&

Sh. Dushyant Singh, VPO Dhami, Tehsil and Distt. Shimla, Non-Official-Member

! Sh. Ashish Dasgupta, MIG-42, Sector 14, Pamranon Distt. Solan, Mon-Official-Member.
s R K amlesh, R/o Vill. Sachuin, Bharmour, Distl. Charba, Non-Official-Membar.

| g, 5h. Ramesh Chauhan, Vice Chairman, Khadi Board, VPO Kumarhatt, Distt, Selan, HP,
, Non-Official-Mamber

! 10 Or. Lalit Mohan, IFS (Retd.) B-84, Sector-1, New Shimla, HP, Nunwﬂl’liml-hl'lembe:

1. | Sh. Am aelS]n i Htmﬁch_a_l Birds, B-23, Saqh_:-r—‘l Mew Shimia Non-Official-Member

16. | Hony. Mapr{Pruf ] Harl;d |l Mahajan, Spmial ‘inuitae

17. | Dr. Harish Kumar, Special lnﬂ%
18. | Sh. Ajay Bhadur , Ex- MLA & Chairman (HIM 1, Special invites

15, | DFO Publicity

1 20. | Sh. SatPal Dhirnan Joint Secretary (Fts)
21, 1Sk DS EE HPPWD Division Salooni L TR

22 Dr_&aﬁg?»dn@mn (AD) (Wiidiife) (Har ) S o S T
{ 23. | CCF (Wildiife) {Hgr) -
24, | CCF (Wildlfa) { South) Shimla
25, | CCF (Wildlife) (North) Dharamshala
: (Wiidife) Chamba

27, | DFO (Wilkdlfe) Kullu o
28. | DFO (Wikdlife) Sarahan

26, | DFO (Wiklife) Shimia

30. | Chief Wilkdlife Warden, Himachal Pradesh, Member Secretary
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Annexure 5
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Annexure 6

Community Based Ecotourism
Like most mountain regions, the Great Himalayan National Park faces the problem of being
situated relatively remote and afar from the main markets for tourism, which are situated in
urban agglomeration regions. The major challenge thus lies in creating links between
predominantly urban consumers and predominantly rural remote mountain regions,
provided that a sustainable development of mountain environments and their population is
considered to be a desirable goal.
The Ecozone is an area adjacent to the Park, which contains villages that have historically
had some economic dependence on the resources of the land incorporated into the Park.
The formal designation of the Park boundaries and the resulting loss of the resources have
economically impacted these villages.
In recognition of this adverse economic impact, various programmes have, and are being,
developed by the state government of Himachal Pradesh, NGOs (non-government
organizations), and the villagers themselves to create alternative sources of economic well-
being. Ecotourism, one such program, offers rewards to both the visitor and the villagers
and helps protect GHNP.

Key Elements of Community Based Ecotourism
-reflects modern mindset of conservation == s
-sensible tourism which could be one of the most effective conservation tools to help
protect the wilderness of Himachal Pradesh
strictly controlled tourism in specially demarcated tourism zones of forests/Protected Areas
-an educational tool for conservation
-encourages caring our own heritage
- need co-ordination in between the Forest Deptt. and Tourism Deptt. Of the state
-differentiates a nature lover from pleasure seekers
-sustainable tourism drive which can give a sense of achievement to the local communities,
forest officials and ecotourist guides
-depends upon proper training and orientation programme for its key personnel
-emphasises that the Himalayan fauna and flora should not be subjected to stress and
disturbances as this would seriously affect their behaviour and breeding ecology
-demands support from the general public, particularly local residents
favours process-approach in place of blue-print approach: series of consultations and
debates on ecotourism can be starting point; includes actual communities in whose midst
such tourism will operate, wildlifers, and policy makers
-helps the tourist to allow the city to seep out of his/her system, while the wilderness seeps
in
-abhors a situation where commerce replaces education and conservation
-while areas with negative impacts of tourism don't offer much to a discerning tourist who
stops frequenting ruined destinations long before they are ruined,ecotourism or 'green
tourism’ or ‘nature tourism' is facilitated by mutual cooperation/persuasion and not by
command.
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‘Community Based Eco-tourism’ Development Programme

The ‘community based eco-tourism’ (CBET) development programme in the GHNP ecozone
is proposed with a long-term goal of conserving the rich cultural and ecological heritage of
the Park, so that various benefits from this conservation endeavour, including the benefits
by way of tourism, could continue to accrue to generations to follow.

-Promotion of community based ecotourism involving various categories of ecotourists such
as nature lovers, students, teachers, others in the buffer zone of the GHNP.

-Development of infrastructure for sustainable community based ecotourism with emphasis
on socio-economic development of the most-weaker sections of the community.

‘Women's empowerment through Women's Saving and Credit Groups (WSCGs), and
ecotourism related income generation activities.

‘Networking for federating the community based ecotourism for securing collective
economic and social gains.

Target Group/Tourist Profile
Ecotourism or CBET is meant for ecotourist, who are increasing in numbers. The following
tourist profile, both national and international will be addressed through ecotourism
programme:
-Student Groups from Educational Institutions.
-Groups from various professional organisations/ business concerns.
‘Responsible tourists in family groups.
‘Keen individuals/groups looking for trekking, adventure and exploring something new.

They include the following:

i. Backpackers: they rely mostly on local availability of food, shelter and other services, such
as school children, NCC cadets, trekkers from Youth Hostel of India, some tight-budget
foreigners

ii. Do-it-yourself Trekkers: they come prepared with own food, tents, etc. A number of
foreigners are in this category

iii. Pre-planned Trekkers: their trip is pre-planned, organized and executed by a trekking
agency.
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Plate 1
Community Based Ecotourism (CBET)\

Local people involved in trekking and in other
income generating activities inside the park Local People involved in camping activities.

Catering to the guests is an integral part of The local cuisine served in traditional style is
Community Based Ecotourism at GHNP. very popular part of CBET
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Plate 2
A Women Saving and Credit Group (WSCG) provides an opportunity for
members to engage with each other, provide mentorship, share opportunities
and advice.

Members of a WSCG in a field meeting in a
medicinal plants nursery in Sainj Valley of

Briguettes & Basket Making Using Pine
Meedles

: 1 ! e oy - )
Vermicomposting is one alternative source

of livelihood by the members of WSCGs in
GHNP ecozone.

Members of WSCGs with their collection of
medicinal plants from GHNP ecozone.

Members of WSCGs help each other in
Cultivation of medicinal plant with WSCG in organising events to celebrate their
ecozone achievemnents which in turn result in the
Park's biodiversity conservation.
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Plate 3
Interaction of park authorities with various stakeholders.
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Workshop conducted by WII on “outstanding Meeting of GHNP staff with Group Organisers
universal value” in Sai Ropa, GHNP. in Sai Ropa, GHNP.

Meeting of GHNP staff with various tour
operators at Sai Ropa, GHNP

Members pf Mahila Mandals participating in
nati organized by Forest Department for
celebrating wild life week, 2018.
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