
United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization

Réf. : CL/4260

Subject: Call for nominations - 2019 UNESCO-Greece Melina Mercouri
International Prizeforthe Safeguarding and Management of
Cultural Landscapes

Sir/Madam,

l am pleasedto invite yourGovernmenttosubmit nominations for thé 2019 édition
of thé UNESCO-Greece Melina Mercouri International Prize for thé Safeguarding
and Management of Cultural Landscapes.

Thé purpose of thé Prize is to reward outstanding action to safeguard and enhance
thé world's major cultural landscapes.

Thé Prize was created in 1995 and named after Melina Mercouri, a distinguished
artist and former Minister of Culture of Greece, who was a strong advocate of
héritage conservation. Itwas renewed at thé 202nd session of thé Executive Board
in0ctober2017.

Thé prizewinner, who may be an individual, an institution or a non-governmental
organization, shall receive a monetary award of US $30, 000. Thé Statutes of thé
Prize (Annex l) and items and documents to be included in thé nominations
(Annex II) are enclosed herewith.

Thé nomination process takes place online, through thé UNESCO website where
further information about thé Prize may also be found:

htt ://whc. Unesco. or /en/culturallandsca es rize/ (English)

htt ://whc. unesco. or /fr/ rix a sa esculturels/ (French)

7, place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris 07 SP, France
Tél. :+33 (0)1 4568 10 00
Fax : +33 (0)1 45 68 55 55

www.unesco.org

To Ministers responsible for relations with UNESCO
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Thé nominations should be received by UNESCO, in English or in French, by 30
April 2019 at thé latest (midnight Paris time, UTC+1). Thé Secrétariat of thé Prize
(World Héritage Centre (tél. : +33 1 45 68 18 21;
e-mail: melinamercouri rize unesco. or ) remains at your disposai for any
questions regarding thé nomination process.

Please accept, Sir/Madam, thé assurance of my highest considération.

Audrey Azoulay
Director-General

Enclosures: 2

ce: National Commissions for UNESCO
Permanent Délégations to UNESCO
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ANNEXI

Statutes of thé UNESCO-Greece Melina Mercouri International Prize
for thé Safeguarding and Management ofCultural Landscapes

Article 1 - Purpose

Thé purpose of thé UNESCO-Greece Meiina Mercouri International Prize for thé Safeguarding and
Management of Cultural Landscapes ("thé Prize") is to reward outstanding examples of action to
safeguard and enhance thé world's major cultural landscapes. It bears thé name of Melina Mercouri,
a precursor of integrated conservation and sustainable development, former Minister of Culture of
Greece. Thé objective of thé Prize is in conformity with UNESCO's policies and is related to thé
Programme of thé Organization in thé field of Culture, thé overall strategy of thé World Héritage
Committee, and thé priorities set out in thé C/5 on thé enhancement of management of World
Héritage properties. Thé prize is in line with thé catégories for cultural landscapes as approved by
thé World Héritage Committee at its sixteenth session, held in Santa Fe, United States ofAmerica,
in December 1992. This décision recognized thé protection of cultural landscapes in thé framework
of thé World Héritage Convention (1972). Thé prize enhances thé linkages between culture and
development, through capacity-building and sharing of knowledge.

Article 2 - Désignation, Amount and Periodicity of thé Prize

2. 1 Thé Prize shall be entitled "UNESCO-Greece Melina Mercouri International Prize for thé
Safeguarding and Management of Cultural Landscapes".

2. 2 Thé Prize shall be funded by thé Greek Government and shall consist of a récurrent payment
of US $5, 000 every two years. Thé cash value of thé Prize shall be US $30, 000, as determined
by thé Director-General in consultation with thé donor on thé basis of thé contribution received,
thé interest on thé sum deposited in thé spécial account, in accordance with thé Financial
Régulations of UNESCO, and thé charges to be borne by thé account for thé cost of
administering thé Prize. Thé contribution from thé donor shall be received every first year by
15 September, in order to ensure that funds are available weil in time before incurring
expenditure for thé administration of thé Prize and for thé Prize itself.

2. 3 Ail funds received and thé interest accrued thereon shall be kept in a spécial interest bearing
account for thé Prize.

2. 4 Thé full staff support and operating/management costs of thé Prize, including ail costs related
to thé award ceremony, thé meeting of thé international jury, and public information activities,
estimated at US $45, 000 shall be fully covered by thé Permanent Délégation of Greece to
UNESCO on behalf of thé Greek Government. To this end, thé Director-General will détermine
a mandatory management cost amount to be applied and chargea against thé funds in thé
spécial account, which is to be established under thé financial régulations for thé Prize.

2. 5 Thé Prize shall be awarded every two years, on an initial basis for three biennia, to only one
lauréate. No honourable mentions shall be awarded.

Article 3 - Conditions/Qualifications of candidates

Candidates shall hâve made a significant contribution to thé safeguarding, management and
enhancement oftheworld's major cultural landscapes. Thé Prize may be conferred upon individuals,
institutions, other entities or nongovernmental organizations.
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Article 4 - Designation/Selection of thé prize-winner

Thé prize-winner shall be selected by thé Director-General of UNESCO on thé basis of thé
assessments and recommendations made to him/her by a jury.

Article 5 - Jury

5. 1 Thé Jury shall consist of a number ofthree independent members, being personalities with a
recognized réputation in thé field covered while also taking into considération thé need for
équitable geographical distribution, gender equality and thé principle of non-payment of
honoraria. They shall be appointed by thé Director-General for a period of two years, for a
maximum term of three consécutive two-year periods. Représentatives and alternatives of
Members of thé Executive Board cannot be appointed as jury members. Jury members
involved in a real or potentiat conflict of interest shall récuse themselves from further
délibérations or be asked by thé Director-General to do so. Thé Director-General may replace
members of thé jury for reason.

5. 2 Thé Jury shall elect its own chair. Members shall reçoive no rémunération for their work, but
witl reçoive allowances for travel and accommodation, where required. A quorum of two jury
members présent will be required for jury délibérations to proceed. Thé working languages for
délibérations by thé Jury shall be English and French.

5 3 Thé Jury shall conduct its business and délibérations in conformity with thèse Statutes and
shall be assisted in thé performance of its task by a member of thé UNESCO Secrétariat
designated by thé Director-General. Décisions shall be taken by consensus to thé extent
possible and otherwise by secret ballot until a simple majority is obtained. A member shall not
take part in a vote concerning a nomination from his or her country.

5. 4 Thé Jury shall meet preferably in spring every second year.

5. 5 Thé Jury shall send an assessment on nominations and accompanying recommendations to
thé Director-General of UNESCO no later than July every second year

Article 6 - Nomination of candidates

6. 1 When UNESCO has received thé funding of thé Prize, as indicated in Article 2 above, thé
Director-General of UNESCO shall officially invite thé submission of nominations to thé
Secrétariat of thé Prize, by thé last day ofApril of thé year in which thé Prize is awarded, from
thé governments of Member States, in consultation with their National Commissions, from non-
governmental organizations maintaining formai consultative relations with thé Organization
and active in relevant fields covered by a prize, as well as from international, régional and
national professional, académie and non-governmental organizations active in thé field of
cultural landscapes.

6.2 Nominations shall be submitted to thé Director-General by thé governments of Member States,
in consultation with their National Commissions, and by nongovernmental organizations
maintaining formai relations with UNESCO and active in relevant fields covered by a prize, as
well as by international, régional and national professional, académie and non-governmental
organizations active in thé field of cultural landscapes. A self-nomination cannot be considered.

6. 3 Each nomination shall be accompanied by a written recommendation, which shall include, in
English or French, inter alla:

(a) a description of thé candidate's background and achievements;
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(b) a summary of thé work or thé results of thé work, including a clear description of thé
candidate's contributions of major importance in thé field of cultural landscapes, as well
as publications and other supporting documents of major importance, submitted for
considération;

(e) a définition of thé candidate's contribution to thé Prize's objectives;

(d) a high-resolution photo of thé candidate.

Article 7 - Procédure for thé awarding of thé Prize

7. 1 Thé Prize shall be awarded by thé Director-Generat at an officiai ceremony held for that
purpose in UNESCO Headquarters preferably on thé occasion of a session of thé Executive
Board preceding thé Général Conférence of UNESCO. UNESCO shall présent to thé prize-
winner a check for thé amount of thé Prize as well as a diploma. UNESCO shall officially
announce thé name of thé prizewinner.

7. 2 If a work being rewarded has been produced by two or three persans, thé Prize shall be
awarded to them jointly. In no case may thé Prize be awarded to more than one lauréate.

7. 3 Thé prize-winner, if possible, shall give a présentation on a su bject relevant to thé work for
which thé Prize has been awarded. Such a lecture shall be organized during or in connection
with thé Prize ceremony.

7 4 Thé work produced by a person since deceased shall not be considered for a prize. If, however
a prize-winner dies before he/she has received thé prize, then thé prize may be presented
posthumously.

7. 5 Should a prize-winner décline thé Prize, thé jury shall submit a new proposât to thé Director-
Général.

Article 8 - Sunset clause - mandatory renewal of thé Prize

8. 1 After a period of six years, an external évaluation of ail aspects of thé Prize to be fully covered
by thé donor, shall be undertaken to décide about thé continuation or termingtion of thé Prize.
Thé Director-General will inform thé Executive Board of UNESCO about thé results of this
review.

8. 2 In case oftermination of thé Prize, thé use ofany unspent balance offunds shall be determined
in consultation with thé donor, in accordance with thé Financial Régulations of thé Spécial
Account for thé Prize.

Article 9 - Appeals

No appeals shall be allowed against thé décision of UNESCO with regard to thé awarding of thé
Prize'. Proposais received for thé awarding of a Prize may not be divulged.

Article 10 - Amendments to thé Statutes of thé Prize

Any amendment to thé présent Statutes shall be submitted to thé Executive Board for approval.
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Appendix

Cultural landscapes fall into three main catégories, namely:

(i) Thé most easily identifiable is thé clearly defined landscape designed and created intentionally
by humans. This embraces garden and parkland landscapes constructed for aesthetic reasons,
which are often (but not always) associated with religious or other monumental buildings and
ensembles.

(ii) Thé second category is thé organically evolved landscape. This results from an initial social,
économie, administrative, and/or religious imperative and has developed its présent form by
association with and in response to its natural environment. Such landscapes reflect that
process of évolution in their form and component features. They fait into two sub-categories:

- a relie (or fossil) landscape is one in which an evolutionary process came to an end at some
time in thé past, either abruptly or over a period. tts significant distinguishing features are,
however, still visible in material form;

- a continuing landscape is one which retains an active social rôle in contemporary society
closely associated with thé traditional way of life, and in which thé evolutionary process is
still in progress. At thé same time, it exhibits significant material évidence of its évolution
aver time.

(iii) Thé final category is thé associative cultural landscape. Thé inclusion of such landscapes on
thé World Héritage List is justifiable by virtue of thé powerful religious, artistic or cultural
associations of thé natural élément rather than material cultural évidence, which may be
insignificant or even absent.
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ANNEX II

UNESCO-Greece Melina Mercouri International Prize
for thé Safeguarding and Management of Cultural Landscapes
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Items and documents to be included in thé nominations

Thé nomination process takes place online through thé UNESCO website:
htt ://whc.unesco.or /en/culturallandsca es rize/ (English)
htt ://whc.unesco.or /fr/ rix a sa esculturels/ (French)

Thé online nominations should be received by UNESCO in En lish or French by 30 A ril
2019 at thé latest (midnight Paris time, UTC+1).

l. Information about thé nominator

(1 ) Name of thé nominator
(2) Type of entity (Member State, NGOs maintaining formai relations with UNESCO, other

organizations active in thé field of cultural landscapes)
(3) Contact détails (postal address, focal person, téléphone number and émail address)

II. Description of thé candidate's background

(1 ) Name of thé candidate
(2) Type of entity (individual, public service, NGO, académie institute etc.)
(3) Background of thé candidate

III. Identification and description of thé cultural landscape

(1) Name ofthe landscape
(2) Country
(3) Location (Province, Région etc.)
(4) Exact location and geographicat coordinates
(5) Surface of thé property and of any buffer-zone (if applicable)
(6) Number of inhabitants
(7) Légal status
(8) Institutions and organizations in charge of its management and conservation (name

and addresses) or biographical statement (in case of private individuals)
(9) Characteristics of thé landscape

(a) Natural environment (including ecological, geological, hydrological and ctimatic
éléments)

(b) Architectural éléments (walls, terraces, canals, roads etc.)
(e) Eléments representing interaction between people and natural environment
(d) Value of thé property as a cultural landscape
(e) Authenticity and integrity of thé landscape (if applicable)
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(10) History of thé landscape (including its conservation, utilization and management)
(11) Description and assessment of its présent state of conservation
(12) Current management measures (légal and/or traditional) and their implementation
(13) State oftourism (number ofvisitors, major activities etc., if applicable)
(14) Sources and levels of finance for conservation
(15) Factors affecting thé landscape and any préventive measures undertaken

IV. Justification of thé nomination

(1) Thé candidate's achievements in safeguarding and managing thé concerned cultural
landscape (please highlight unique and innovative efforts)

(2) Thé candidate's contribution to thé Prize's objectives
(3) Thé candidate's contribution to spécifie goals set out in thé 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development

V. Documentation to be provided

(1 ) High-resolution photos of thé candidate and of thé cultural landscape (at least 5 photos
in JPe9)

(2) Any publications and other supporting documents to showcase thé candidate's
contributions to safeguard thé landscape

(3) Maps and/or plans indicating:
. Geographical location of thé landscape (scale 1:500, 000 up to 1:2, 000, 000)
. Topographical map with clear indication of thé boundary, and if applicable, of thé

buffer zone (scale 1:5,000 up to 1:25,000), for smalt properties, scale 1:500 up to
1:1,000)

(4) Documentation on existing légal protection (if applicable)
(5) Conservation and management plans or mechanisms
(6) Inventory of thé most important éléments of thé cultural landscape
(7) Address where inventory, record and archives are conserved
(8) Bibliography


