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SITE NAME:   The Frankincense Trail 
 
DATE OF INSCRIPTION:   2nd December 2000 
 
STATE PARTY:  OMAN 
 
CRITERIA:    C (iii)(iv) 
 
DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE: 
 
Criterion (iii): The group of archaeological sites in Oman represent the production and distribution of frankincense, one of 
the most important luxury items of trade in the Old World in antiquity. 
 
Criterion (iv): The Oasis of Shisr and the entrepots of Khor Rori and Al-Balid are outstanding examples of medieval 
fortified settlements in the Persian Gulf region.  
 
At the initiative of ICOMOS, and with the agreement of the State Party the name of the property was changed to The 
Frankincense Trail. 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS 
 
The frankincense trees of Wadi Dawkah and the remains of the caravan oasis of Shisr and the ports of Khor Rori and al-
Balid vividly illustrate the trade in frankincense that flourished in this region for many centuries, as one of the most 
important trading activities of the ancient and medieval world. 
 
 
 
1.b  State, Province or Region:      Dhofar Province 
 
1.d  Exact location:      17° 24' N, 54° 4' E 
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