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SITE NAME:    Portuguese City of Mazagan (El Jadida) 
 
DATE OF INSCRIPTION:   7th July 2004 
 
STATE PARTY:      MOROCCO 
 
CRITERIA:     C (ii) (iv)  
 
DECISION OF THE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE: 
Excerpt from the Report of the 28th Session of the World Heritage Committee 
Criterion (ii): The Portuguese city of Mazagan is an outstanding example of the interchange of influences between 
European and Moroccan cultures, and one of the early settlements of the Portuguese explorers in West Africa, on the 
route to India. These influences are well reflected in architecture, technology, and town planning.  

Criterion (iv): The Portuguese fortified city of Mazagan is an outstanding and early example of the realisation of the 
Renaissance ideals integrated with Portuguese construction technology. Notable buildings from the Portuguese period 
include: the cistern, and the church of the Assumption, built in the Manueline style of the early 16th century.  

 
BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS 
 
The Portuguese fortification of Mazagan, now part of the city of El Jadida, 90-km southwest of Casablanca, was built as a 
fortified colony on the Atlantic coast in the early 16th century. It was taken over by the Moroccans in 1769. The 
fortification with its bastions and ramparts is an early example of Renaissance military design. The surviving Portuguese 
buildings include the cistern and the Church of the Assumption, built in the Manueline style of late Gothic architecture. 
The Portuguese City of Mazagan - one of the early settlements of the Portuguese explorers in West Africa on the route to 
India - is an outstanding example of the interchange of influences between European and Moroccan cultures, well 
reflected in architecture, technology, and town planning.  

 
 
 
 
1.b  State, Province or Region:     Region: Doukkala-Abda, Province El Jadida 
 
1.d  Exact location:     N33 15 W8 30 
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