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WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION – IUCN TECHNICAL EVALUATION
CHIRIBIQUETE NATIONAL PARK – “THE MALOCA OF THE JAGUAR”
(COLOMBIA) – ID N° 1174
IUCN RECOMMENDATION TO WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE: To inscribe the property under natural criteria.
Key paragraphs of Operational Guidelines:
Paragraph 77: Nominated property meets World Heritage criteria.
Paragraph 78: Nominated property meets integrity, protection and management requirements.
Background note: This site was previously nominated in 2004, however, at that time a field mission to the nominated
property was not possible due to security concerns. IUCN could not participate in a second mission proposed by the
State Party in April 2005. However, this mission again did not visit the Park due to security concerns, but only carried
out an overflight by helicopter. In 2005, at the 29th session of the Committee, the Republic of Colombia requested that
their nomination of Serranía de Chiribiquete Natural National Park be withdrawn (Decision 29 COM 8B.3).
The property was nominated in 2004 under all four natural criteria which at the time were (i) (now viii); (ii) (now ix); (iii)
(now vii) and (iv) (now x). In its 2005 evaluation report, IUCN concluded that the property may have the potential to
meet criterion (ii) (current criterion ix) but not the other criteria. However, in the opinion of the IUCN World Heritage
Panel, this recommendation was influenced by the lack of basic data and information due to the remoteness of the site
and the fact that security concerns jeopardized the implementation of any research programme. Whilst it continues to
be an issue, accessibility has improved and with it the level of information over the last 18 years. It is important to note
that the new nomination under consideration is 2.2 times bigger than the site nominated in 2004 and includes an
extensive buffer zone to enhance protection. The 2004 nomination did not propose any buffer zone.

1. DOCUMENTATION
a) Date nomination received by IUCN: March 2017
b) Additional information officially requested from
and provided by the State Party: Following the IUCN
World Heritage Panel a joint progress report was sent
by IUCN and ICOMOS to the State Party on 20
December 2017. This letter advised on the status of
the
evaluation
process
and
sought
responses/clarifications on a range of issues including
involvement of local communities and why a formal
agreement was not reached with all of the 21
indigenous reserves in the buffer zone; security
measures for the nominated area provided by the
army; development of a tourism strategy, and the level
of funding from the national budget. A response was
received by the State Party on 28 February 2018.
c) Additional literature consulted: Various sources
including: Bernal, R., Gradstein, S. & Celis, M. 2015.
Catálogo de plantas y líquenes de Colombia. Bogotá,
Colombia. Instituto de Ciencias Naturales-Universidad
Nacional de Colombia. Consultado 10 Jun. 2015.
Berry, P. E. & Riina, R. and the biogeographic
complexity of the Guiana Shield. Plant Diversity and
Complexity Patterns: Local, Regional and Global
Dimensions: Proceedings of an International
Symposium Held at the Royal Danish Academy of
Sciences and Letters in Copenhagen, Denmark, 25-28
May, 2003, 2005. Kgl. Danske Videnskabernes
Selskab, 145. BirdLife International. Endemic Bird
Area Site Sheet: Sierra de Chiribiquete and Important
Bird Areas factsheet: Parque Nacional Natural
Chiribiquete.
Bridges,
E.
M.
1990.
World
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geomorphology, Cambridge University Press. Cortés,
R. & Franco, P. 1997. Análisis panbiogeográfico de la
flora de Chiribiquete, Colombia. Caldasia, 19, 465-478.
Eken, G., Bennun, L., Brooks, T. M., Darwall, W.,
Fishpool, L. D., Foster, M., Knox, D., Langhammer, P.,
Matiku, P. & Radford, E. 2004. Key biodiversity areas
as site conservation targets. AIBS Bulletin, 54, 11101118. Faith, D. P. 1992. Conservation evaluation and
phylogenetic diversity. Biological conservation, 61, 110. Hammond, D. S. 2005. Tropical forests of the
Guiana Shield: ancient forests in a modern world,
CABI. KBA partnership. 2017. KBA Site Sheet for
Parque Nacional Natural Chiribiquete. Olson, D. M. &
Dinerstein, E. 2002. The Global 200: Priority
ecoregions for global conservation. Annals of the
Missouri Botanical garden, 199-224. Rodriguez, C. &
Castano Uribe, C. October 10, 2017 2017. RE:
Meeting at Tropenbos International office regarding
Amazonian shamanic thought. Stattersfield, A. J.,
Crosby, M. J., Long, A. J. & Wege, D. C. 2005.
Endemic bird areas of the world: priorities for
biodiversity conservation. VARGAS, G. October 9,
2017 2017a. RE: Presentation on geomorphology at
Technical Meeting Regarding the Nomination. Vargas,
G. 2017b. Report to support Chiribiquete nomination to
the World Heritage List: Geomorphology of the Parque
Nacional Natural Serrania de Chiribiquete. Universidad
Nacional de Colombia. Parque Nacional de
Chiribiquete se ampliará en 1 millón 500 mil hectáreas.
http://es.presidencia.gov.co/noticia/180221-ParqueNacional-de-Chiribiquete-se-ampliara-en-1-millon-500mil-hectareas (Accessed 17 April 2018).
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d) Consultations: 16 desk reviews received. The
mission met with a wide range of stakeholders
including representatives from the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs, Environment, Sustainable Development and
Culture and the Ministry of Defence. There were
meetings with technical staff of the same ministries
and with scientific leaders from universities and NGOs
that contributed to the nomination dossier. The mission
also met with representatives of local communities
including chiefs and presidents of indigenous reserves.
Many national park staff from the region and from
Chiribiquete National Park were also consulted.
e) Field Visit: Charles Besancon (IUCN) and Maria
Ifigenia Quintanilla Jimenez (ICOMOS), October 9 15, 2017.
f) Date of IUCN approval of this report: April 2018

2. SUMMARY OF NATURAL VALUES
The nominated property has the full title Chiribiquete
National Park - “The Maloca of the Jaguar”, hereinafter
abbreviated to CNP. Following its extension in 2013,
Serrania de Chiribiquete National Natural Park, as it is
formally known, is the largest national park in
Colombia. The nominated property is very large by
global standards at 2,782,354 ha and fully overlaps
with the gazetted national park. CNP is located in the
central Colombian Amazon, bordering with the Tunia
River and the Macarena Mountain Range in the north,
with the Apaporis River in the east, with the drainage
divide of the basins of the rivers Luisa and Cuemaní in
the south, and with the basins of the Tajisa and Yarí
Rivers in the west. It is situated on the western side of
the Guiana Shield, east of the Andes Eastern Range,
north of the Amazon plains, to the west of the Upper
Río Negro region and south of the Orinoquia grassland
savannah.
The protection of CNP is reinforced by the
establishment of an extensive buffer zone of 3,989,683
ha which is made up entirely of Indigenous Reserves
and the Amazon Forest Reserve. The Forest Reserve
is classified by the Ministry of Environment and
Development in a category for such reserves with the
greatest restrictions for use, where extractive activities
are not permitted. Buffer zone management is aimed
at mitigating and preventing disturbances in the
protected area; rectifying any alterations which may
present themselves due to the pressures exerted in
the area; harmonising the occupation and
transformation of the territory with the conservation
goals of the protected area; and promoting the
safeguarding of associated cultural and natural
elements. The buffer zone also contains extensive
areas of forest that facilitates the ecological
connectivity of CNP to the overall region where it is
located.
The nominated property is located at the western-most
edge of the Guiana Shield and contains one of only 3
uplifted areas of the Shield called the Chiribiquete
Plateau. The presence of tepuis is one of the most
impressive defining features of CNP. Tepuis are table-
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top mountains, found only in the Guiana Shield, that
are notable for their striking relief and high levels of
endemism. The tepuis found in CNP, whilst smaller
when compared to others in the Guiana Shield, result
nonetheless in dramatic scenery that is reinforced by
their remoteness and inaccessibility. A particularly
significant value of the property is its high degree of
naturalness which makes it one of the most important
wilderness areas in the world.
CNP represents a complex mosaic of tepuis,
Guyanese and Amazon landscapes thus it is home to
the great biodiversity of four converging biogeographic
regions: Orinoquia, Guyana, Amazonia, and North
Andes. This connection with different biogeographic
regions is also fundamental for processes of
hybridization, speciation and endemism, constituting a
unique feature with respect to the rest of the tepuis in
South America and the Guiana Shield.
The fauna of CNP is particularly rich in terms of
mammals with 82 species grouped into 9 orders, 17
families, and 63 genres. The area is considered a key
site for the conservation of healthy populations of
charismatic and endangered species, including the
1
Jaguar (Panthera onca - NT ), the Pink Dolphin (Inia
geoffrensis - DD), the Lowland Tapir (Tapirus terrestris
- CR), the Macaw (Ara macao - LC) and the Giant
Anteater (Myrmecophaga tridactyla - VU). The area is
of great importance for the stability of South America’s
jaguar population, whose presence is very important
for the indigenous communities, which consider the
Park “The Great Maloca of the Jaguar”. A “maloca” is
an ancestral long house used by the natives of the
Amazon, notably in Colombia and Brazil. Each
community has a maloca with its own unique
characteristics; thus this notion from indigenous
peoples clearly reflects the importance of CNP for the
survival of this species. CNP is also home to many
other iconic species including Puma (Puma concolor LC), Lowland Tapir, Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis
- EN), Howler Monkey (Alouatta seniculus – LC) and
Brown Woolly Monkey (Lagothrix lagotricha - VU). A
high level of endemism occurs in the property and the
number of endemic species is likely to rise
substantially once new research programmes are
undertaken.
The flora of CNP is of exceptional biological wealth,
housing 1,801 species of vascular plants. CNP
contains approximately 7.3% of the vascular plants in
Colombia and 57% of the vascular plants present in
the country’s Guyana region. The flora found in CNP is
biogeographically unique given that it presents a
combination of elements converging from different
natural source regions. Almost a quarter of the
vascular plants present in Chiribiquete can also be
found in the Orinoco and Andean regions, while close
to 70% are also present in Amazonia, and almost half
in the Colombian Guyana region.

1

These codes reflect the conservation status of each species as
recorded in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species at the time of
the evaluation; for more information please visit
http://www.iucnredlist.org
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The global significance of the property to biodiversity
conservation is reflected by the fact that it is
considered a Centre of Plant Diversity, an Important
Bird Area, an Endemic Bird Area, a Key Biodiversity
Area and it is the only site protecting one of the
terrestrial ecoregions of flooded forests called “Purus
Varze”, considered Critical/Endangered by WWF
International. The biodiversity values of the property
are inextricably linked to its significant cultural and
archaeological values that are strongly associated with
the beliefs and spiritual values of the indigenous
peoples living in the property.
CNP is part of the macro Amazon basin, bathed by
clear water rivers that spring from the Andes mountain
range and the black water rivers, which derive from the
Amazon plains. The area’s hydrology is made up of
numerous streams, torrents, deltas, brooks, and
lagoon complexes. The rivers play a key role when it
comes to understanding the area’s biogeographic,
ecosystemic and sociocultural features given that they
are natural borders for the distribution of species whilst
providing ecological connectivity with the overall
region. At the same time, they are the means of
communication through which humans have reached
these areas, constituting an important reference point
for the indigenous populations and local communities
that have settled here. These waterways also influence
the patterns of species dispersal.
Indigenous peoples have a long association with the
nominated property. The nomination dossier
acknowledges there are people living within the
nominated area but the exact population is unknown
due to the area’s remoteness and recent government
policy that points to safeguarding communities from
direct contact with people from mainstream society.
The population in the buffer zone is estimated at
3,485.

3. COMPARISONS WITH OTHER AREAS
CNP is nominated as a mixed property under cultural
criterion (iii) to be evaluated by ICOMOS and under
natural criteria (viii), (ix) and (x) evaluated by IUCN.
The nomination dossier compares CNP with other
similar World Heritage properties in the Neotropical
realm; however the comparative analysis could have
been enhanced through a more complete global
assessment.
The main argument proposed by the State Party to
justify the application of criterion (viii) is based on its
tectonic geological origin from a basement modelled
by faults and that was further eroded by water and the
prevailing winds. The State Party emphasizes the
critical role that the nominated property has as an area
of water recharge in the Amazon basin. The
comparative analysis made by the State Party and
included in the nomination is very weak and tends to
use some arguments of the biodiversity of the site to
justify the uniqueness of the nominated property in
terms of criterion (viii). Furthermore, it is recognized in
the comparative analysis that there are similar
geological formations in the Guiana Shield in
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Venezuela and Brazil. In terms of geomorphological
features the comparative analysis indicates that tepuis
in Canaima (the Auyan-Tepui) and in Roraima (Sierra
the Pacaraima) are higher than those occurring in
CNP. Another argument used by the State Party is that
the degradation from erosional forces of wind and
water has produced a great deal more landforms than
are found in other tepuis regions. However the same
erosional processes occur in other areas where tepuis
are present; thus this argument is neither logical nor
well-articulated in the nomination.
When evaluating the 2004 nomination, IUCN noted
that the general sedimentological characteristics and
geomorphological expressions present in the
nominated property were similar to those reported for
extensive zones of the Guiana Shield. In the 2004
nomination, the argument used to justify criterion (viii),
similar to the one used in the current nomination, was
that the specific geomorphological manifestations in
the nominated property were different due to the
specific combination of rocks of different origin and
hardness in each case. However IUCN considered at
that time that this was too narrow an approach to
differentiate the nominated property as the resulting
geoforms in other similar sites in the region were very
similar. The 2004 nomination as well as the current
nomination emphasize that the nominated property is
distinctive in relation to the altitudinal range of its relief
with its highest point over 1000m. However the Central
Suriname Nature Reserve reaches 1230m in its
southern portion and the highest tepui in Canaima
reaches 2810m. Also, Mount Roraima National Park in
Brazil reaches 2875m.
The geology of the nominated property is similar to
that of Canaima, characterized by Precambrian rocks
that are around 1700 million years old and both
contain a significant proportion of sandstone and
granite that have been eroded over 600 million years.
However the resulting relief in Canaima is much more
dramatic and reaches, as noted above, a higher
altitudinal range than in the nominated property. In
addition, Canaima represents the best-documented
and most spectacular cavernous sandstone region in
the world, including the presence of 10 of the 12
deepest caves.
Wulingyuan Scenic & Historic Interest Area and Three
Parallel Rivers Protected Areas, both in China, also
contain spectacular karstic and pseudo-karstic
sandstone features. Purnululu National Park in
Australia was inscribed on the World Heritage List in
2003 for its outstanding geological values and the
uniqueness of its cone karst in sandstone as well as
karstic and pseudo-karstic sandstone features.
Sandstone landscapes with towerlike formations and
caves are also found in the tablelands of the Central
African Republic; the Tibesti region of Chad; and in the
southern part of Nigeria.
Overall IUCN concludes that the assessment made
concerning criterion (viii) at the time of the 2004
nomination is still valid for this new nomination.
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In terms of criterion (ix) CNP is found in a singular
biogeographical space where evolutionary processes
have shaped the floral and faunal diversity. It presents
a mosaic of mainly Guyanese and Amazonian
landscapes that provide a great variety of unique
habitats. The nominated property is located in the
Amazonian Udvardy province, which contains only one
existing World Heritage site: Central Amazon
Conservation Complex, in Brazil, inscribed under
biodiversity criteria. CNP is found within the Neotropic
- Tropical and Subtropical Moist Broadleaf Forests
biome, which is already very well represented on the
World Heritage List, with 28 sites, most of them
inscribed under biodiversity criteria. There are also 42
Tentative Listed sites in this biome/realm. However
CNP is located in the Caquetá moist forests (88.4%)
and Purus varzeá (11.6%) ecoregions, in which there
are currently no existing World Heritage property or
any site on Tentative Lists.
The property, due to its unique location in the middle of
two Pleistocene refuges (Napo and Imeri) and its
function as a corridor between three biogeographic
provinces (Orinoquia, Guyana, and Amazonia), hosts
unique species with distinctive adaptations that are
thought to have resulted from its geographical
isolation. It is located in the Chiribiquete-AraracuaraCahuinari Region Centre for Plant Diversity and has
been identified as a gap. The property overlaps
entirely with Serrania de Chiribiquete (Chiribiquete
Mountain Range), which is listed amongst the most
irreplaceable protected areas in the world for the
conservation of mammal, bird and amphibian species.
The property is located in a unique biogeographical
context where evolutionary processes have shaped
the high floral and faunal diversity. It presents a
mosaic of mainly Guyanese and Amazonian
landscapes that provide a great variety of unique
habitats that are critical for the survival of the
property’s characteristic plants and animals.
Finally, regarding criterion (x), the location of CNP at
four converging biogeographic regions (Orinoquia,
Guyana, Amazonia, and North Andes) has led to
important processes of hybridization, speciation and
endemism. The Caquetá moist forests that cover most
of CNP have a high level of floral and faunal diversity,
being situated in a transitional area between these
floristic provinces of the Amazon Basin forests and the
Guyana region. The Purus varzeá ecoregion
comprises the flooded river basins of the Amazon and
hosts very high avifauna diversity, with over 630
species recorded.
CNP is home to 2,939 species including 1,801 species
of vascular plants from which 42 are endemic to the
Amazon, including 16 which are only found inside
CNP, according to the nomination file. This represents
over a fifth of the endemic species recorded for the
Colombian Amazon. In particular, the tepuis mountain
range is reported to host two endemic families of
plants: Tepuianthaceae and Euphroniaceae. These
already impressive levels of endemism are likely to
increase as more complete surveys are underway.
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CNP contains 82 species of mammals (including 58
bat species and a bat species new to science) 60
species of reptiles, 57 species of amphibians, 492
species and subspecies of birds (including a new
endemic
species,
the
Chiribiquete
Emerald
Hummingbird, Chlorostilbon olivaresi - LC), 238 fish
species and 209 species of butterflies (including to
date at least six potentially new species). As with
plants, the number of species, including of endemic
species of fauna (21 endemics reported) would most
certainly rise as more scientific expeditions are
undertaken in the future.

4. INTEGRITY, PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT
4.1.

Protection

The nominated property is owned and managed by the
Ministry of the Environment through the Unidad
Administrativa Especial del Sistema de Parques
Nacionales (UAESPNN). Law No. 0045 established
the property as a National Park of 1,298,955 ha in
1989 and Resolution No. 1038 of August 2013
expanded the park by 1,483,399 ha, more than
doubling the total surface area to its present size of
2,782,354 ha. At the institutional level, the Territorial
Directorate of Amazonía Orinoquía is responsible for
on-ground management of the park.
The buffer zone of the Park is made up entirely by
Indigenous Reserves and the Amazon Forest Reserve.
This particular Forest Reserve is classified by the
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development
into the strictest category possible for Forest
Reserves, which does not allow the development of
extractive activities of any kind. Protection and
management of the buffer zone is aimed at mitigating
and preventing disturbances in the protected area;
rectifying any alterations which may present
themselves due to the pressures exerted in the area;
harmonizing the occupation and transformation of the
territory with the conservation goals of the protected
area; and promoting the safeguarding of associated
cultural and natural elements.
There is a very strong and effective institutional and
legal framework for the protection and management of
protected areas in Colombia, which is recognized as
one of the best in Latin America. This framework
ensures the protection of CNP which is now enhanced
by the peace process implemented in the country and
that led to the cessation of armed conflict in this area.
It is also important to stress that the inaccessibility of
CNP adds a significant layer of protection.
IUCN considers that the protection status of the
nominated property meets the requirements of the
Operational Guidelines.
4.2

Boundaries

The nominated property is exceptionally large and
adequately provides refuge for many species and
habitats. The boundaries of the property have been
drawn to include the vast majority of the tepuis and
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other significant landforms. The national park was
expanded in 2013 to include areas to the north that
provide additional ecological connectivity with the
Andes and to the east with the Orinoco. The extension
was also designed to better protect species and
ecosystems that are important for the livelihoods of the
voluntarily isolated and uncontacted indigenous tribes
living in the property. Overall the existing boundaries
ensure a self-contained system that ensures the
ecological functioning of CNP. The extensive buffer
zone surrounding the property provides an additional
layer of protection whilst substantially contributing to
ecological connectivity. The boundaries of the property
are not marked in the field and this would not be
feasible given the dense rainforest that exists along
the entire boundary. However, several major rivers and
streams form a natural boundary in the north, west and
east, allowing for easier identification of the boundaries
in the field. These rivers and streams facilitate access
to the property for patrolling, management and
research activities.
The buffer zone includes 22 indigenous reserves that
are under traditional ownership. Under Colombian law,
these areas are considered indefeasible, untouchable,
inalienable collective territories with territorial
autonomy. One of the objectives of the indigenous
reserves is to contribute to the protection of CNP. As
most threats are occurring in the buffer zone, the State
Party has developed, and is actively implementing, a
number of programmes and projects aiming to support
economic options to enhance indigenous livelihoods
whilst avoiding activities that may threaten the
conservation of CNP. Most of these projects are
supported by financial contributions from the
government, complemented by financial resources
provided by international donors and development
agencies.
The State Party in supplementary information clarified
that the reason why agreement was not possible to be
reached with two of the indigenous reserves prior to
nomination related to unclear boundaries. It has been
confirmed that consultation and engagement on the
World Heritage nomination has conformed to all
national laws and established international norms
which have been strongly adopted by Colombia.
IUCN considers that the boundaries of the nominated
property meet the requirements of the Operational
Guidelines.
4.3

Management

The conservation of the property is guided by the
“2016-2020 Management Plan for the National Natural
Park of Serranía de Chiribiquete” which includes
provisions on management activities required for the
different land use zones as well as expected
biodiversity conservation outputs derived from these
actions. The zones in the park are enabled through
Decree 622 of 1977 that establishes 6 distinct zones
for all Natural National Parks. The management plan
prescribes activities that should be implemented in the
buffer zone to mitigate threats to the property.
Activities to protect the voluntarily isolated indigenous
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people in the buffer zone and inside the park are also
described.
The management plan includes sections describing
the issues, land use zones and management
prescriptions and a strategic plan for the years 20152019 that includes specific actions and outputs. Most
of the actions described in the management plan
pertain to activities in the buffer zone, as there is no
planned tourism inside the park. In 2015 CNP was
subject to a management effectiveness assessment
and recommendations proposed by this exercise have
been considered to enhance park and buffer zone
management.
Overall, the management of the property is wellorganized with good capacity for planning and
operations. Patrolling and protection activities are also
actively supported by the army which has played a key
role for many years in assisting with the location and
eradication of illegal coca plantations inside the
property and in the buffer zone. Efforts should be
directed at maintaining the good cooperation
established with the army or anticipating the need to
replicate this level of protection through other means,
should the military presence change.
The funding supporting the management of the
property results from a combination of financial and
human resources provided by the State Party and also
supported by international projects, thus the current
level of financial resources is considered sufficient to
implement key provisions of the management plan
related to nature conservation, and should be
maintained. However, available financial and human
resources dedicated to management activities and for
the development of infrastructure and the acquisition of
equipment for patrolling and other management
actions should be increased in the near future,
particularly to address new management challenges,
for example linked to tourism development, that may
arise should the property be inscribed on the World
Heritage List.
IUCN considers that the management of the
nominated property meets the requirements of the
Operational Guidelines.
4.4

Community

The Constitution of Colombia (Arts. 7, 287, and 330)
recognizes “the need to protect cultural and ethnic
integrity of local communities through democratic
dialogues that guarantee real, effective, and opportune
participation of ethnical groups in the decision-making
processes of projects, works, or activities that concern
them and in particular the rights to self-determination
and to have both territorial and cultural integrity”. In
this context, the National Parks Authority has an
effective regulatory mechanism to ensure consultation
and participatory processes to involve local
communities and indigenous peoples in planning and
decision-making processes that may affect them. This
mechanism has been applied to ensure the
consultation required for any expansion of the national
park as well as the development and implementation
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of its management plan. One of the results of this
consultation is the fact that traditional resource use
such as fishing, collecting plants for sacred and
medicinal purposes, hunting, development of small
agricultural plots and hunting are all allowed and
recognized under the management plan for the park.
Provisions for conflict resolution are also included in
the management plan.
Voluntarily isolated and uncontacted indigenous
peoples that live inside the nominate property have
also guaranteed rights through Decree-Law 4633 of
2011, in its articles 17 and 18, that deal with the issue
of indigenous communities which have had no contact
or that are in voluntary isolation or that are in the
process of initial contact. Through this law the State
Party must guarantee the rights of these communities
“...to remain in said condition and to live freely,
according to their cultures in their ancestral lands”.

many of these groups will eventually become resettled
into the Colombian society, some will still be tempted
by the allure to grow coca, develop illegal drugs and
distribute them. Whereas in the past, when there was
a great deal of conflict and the military, police and park
authorities were actively pursuing the control of these
activities, narco-traffickers could now be encouraged
to increase their activities. It would be desirable to
maintain the presence of the military to support the
protection of the nominated property.
In conclusion, IUCN considers that the integrity,
protection and management of the nominated
extension meet the requirements of the Operational
Guidelines.

5. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
5.1

4.5

The property is remarkably well-preserved and is in
excellent condition. There are two main types of
threats to the property; those related to the culture,
rights and livelihoods of the voluntarily isolated
indigenous peoples and those that could impact on the
natural values of CNP.
Tourism and scientific expeditions are potential threats
to the voluntarily isolated indigenous peoples. Any
contact of any kind to these people will represent a
violation of their rights and can have a long-lasting
effect in terms of the loss of culture and the
transmission of pathogens; unfortunately on the latter
there are many examples of indigenous peoples that
have almost disappeared due to the impacts of
diseases for which their immune system was not
prepared.
While there are no direct threats to the nominated
property itself, there are considerable threats to the
buffer zone as agriculture and road building move
closer to the buffer zone boundary. These threats
could be further exacerbated by the fact that many
local people that used to live in this area but
abandoned it due to security problems may soon
return encouraged by the peace agreement. The
management plan for the property focuses on
mitigating these threats in the buffer zone. In addition a
number of international projects are under
implementation in the buffer zone, including a REDD+
project, the Amazon Vision programme and a
sustainable landscape management project on local
governance; both funded by several donors. These
projects may help to address some of the key threats
to the nominated property, which include deforestation,
unregulated tourism and illegal mining and agriculture.
Whilst these threats exist and have potential to
increase, they are currently being monitored. Ongoing
vigilance and intervention will be needed to ensure
they do not escalate.
A significant potential threat to CNP and its buffer zone
is the potential rises of new narcotics trafficking groups
that are likely to keep operating in the property. While
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Potential for future extensions

Threats
As has been noted, CNP is an extremely large
terrestrial nomination by any standards and certainly
provides adequate refuge for the many species and
habitats present there. The extension of CNP
approved in 2013 further extended the boundaries of
the park to the north to contain more of the habitat that
could provide additional connectivity with the Andes
and to the east to provide additional connectivity with
the Orinoco. During the evaluation process, IUCN
received information about a further extension of CNP
of around 1.5 million ha, however IUCN has not
received any map and supporting documentation from
the State Party on this new extension. This is another
very significant area of protection which is understood
to be contiguous with the nominated property and
would thus offer potential scope for the State Party to
consider a future extension to CNP, should the
property be inscribed.

6. APPLICATION OF CRITERIA
Chiribiquete National Park – “The Maloca of the
Jaguar” has been nominated under natural criteria
(viii), (ix) and (x), as well as under cultural criteria (iii)
which will be evaluated by ICOMOS.
Criterion (viii): Earth’s history and geological
features
The case made in the nomination for justifying the
application of this criterion is based on the argument
that CNP has a noteworthy geological history given its
tectonic origin from a basement modelled by faults,
and its own lithology characterized by a basement of
the Precambrian rocks and the superimposition of
Palaeozoic sedimentary rocks. The erosion of these
rocks combined with other structural processes have
resulted in a great diversity of landforms including
arches, labyrinths, caverns, structural cracks more
than 10 meters thick, and residual tepuis. However the
geology and geomorphological processes occurring in
CNP are similar to that existing in the whole Guiana
Shield and in other locations, such as in Canaima
National Park, where the geomorphological processes
have resulted in a higher diversity and more
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spectacular landforms. CNP is thus considered to be
of national significance in the context of the Guiana
Shield.
IUCN considers that the nominated property does not
meet this criterion.
Criterion (ix): Ecosystems/communities and
ecological/biological processes
The nominated property, due to its unique location in
the middle of two Pleistocene refuges (Napo and
Imeri) and its function as a corridor between three
biogeographic provinces (Orinoquia, Guyana, and
Amazonia), hosts unique species with distinctive
adaptations that are thought to have resulted from its
geographical isolation. It is located in the ChiribiqueteAraracuara-Cahuinari Region Centre for Plant
Diversity and has been identified as a gap. The
property overlaps entirely with Serrania de
Chiribiquete, which is listed amongst the most
irreplaceable protected areas in the world for the
conservation of mammal, bird and amphibian species.
The nominated property is located in a unique
biogeographical context where evolutionary processes
have shaped the high floral and faunal diversity. It
presents a mosaic of mainly Guyanese and
Amazonian landscapes that provide a great variety of
unique habitats that are critical for the survival of the
property’s characteristic plants and animals.
IUCN considers that the nominated property meets this
criterion.
Criterion (x): Biodiversity and threatened species
Despite the fact that limited scientific research has
been undertaken in the nominated property, data
available shows that 2,939 species have been
recorded. These include 1,801 species of vascular
plants, 82 species of mammals (including 58 bat
species and a bat species new to science as well as a
number of globally threatened species such as the
Giant Otter, Giant Anteater, Lowland Tapir, Common
Woolly Monkey and Jaguar, 60 species of reptiles, 57
species of amphibians, 492 species and subspecies of
birds (including a new endemic species, the
Chiribiquete Emerald Hummingbird), 238 fish species
and 209 species of butterflies (including to date at
least 6 potentially new species). The number of
species, including of endemic species (21 endemics
reported) would most certainly rise as more scientific
expeditions are undertaken in the future.
IUCN considers that the nominated property meets this
criterion.

7. RECOMMENDATIONS
IUCN recommends that the World Heritage Committee
adopts the following draft decision:
The World Heritage Committee,
1. Having examined documents WHC/18/42.COM/8B
and WHC/18/42.COM/INF.8B2;
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2. Recalling decision 29 COM 8B.3;
3. Inscribes Chiribiquete National Park – “The
Maloca of the Jaguar” (Colombia) on the World
Heritage List under natural criteria (ix) and (x);
4. Adopts the following Statement of Outstanding
Universal Value:
Brief synthesis
Chiribiquete National Park – “The Maloca of the
Jaguar” (CNP) is in the Amazon rainforest in South
central Colombia. Following its extension in 2013, the
park is now the largest national park in Colombia at
2,782,354 ha and is very large by global standards for
protected areas. It is located at the western-most edge
of the Guiana Shield and contains one of only 3
uplifted areas of the Shield called the Chiribiquete
Plateau. One of the most impressive defining features
of Chiribiquete is the presence of many tepuis which
are table-top mountains, found only in the Guiana
Shield, notable for their high levels of endemism. The
tepuis found in CNP, whilst smaller when compared to
others in the Guiana Shield, result nonetheless in
dramatic scenery that is reinforced by their remoteness
and inaccessibility. A particularly significant value of
the property is its high degree of naturalness which
makes it one of the most important wilderness areas in
the world.
CNP is home to many iconic species including Jaguar,
Puma, Lowland Tapir, Giant Otter, Howler Monkey,
Brown Woolly Monkey. A high level of endemism
occurs in the property and the number of endemic
species is likely to rise substantially once new
research programmes are implemented.
The global significance of the property to biodiversity
conservation is reflected by the fact that it is
considered a Centre of Plant Diversity, an Important
Bird Area, an Endemic Bird Area, a Key Biodiversity
Area and it is the only site protecting one of the
terrestrial ecoregions of flooded forests called “Purus
Varze”, considered Critical/Endangered by WWF
International. The biodiversity values of the property
are inextricably linked to its significant cultural and
archeological values that are strongly associated to the
beliefs and spiritual values of the indigenous peoples
living in the property.
Criteria
Criterion (ix)
The property, due to its unique location in the middle of
two Pleistocene refuges (Napo and Imeri) and its
function as a corridor between three biogeographic
provinces (Orinoquia, Guyana, and Amazonia), hosts
unique species with distinctive adaptations that are
thought to have resulted from its geographical
isolation. It is located in the Chiribiquete-AraracuaraCahuinari Region Centre for Plant Diversity and has
been identified as a gap. The property overlaps
entirely with Serrania de Chiribiquete, which is listed
amongst the most irreplaceable protected areas in the
world for the conservation of mammal, bird and
amphibian species. The property is located in a unique
biogeographical context where evolutionary processes
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have shaped the high floral and faunal diversity. It
presents a mosaic of mainly Guyanese and
Amazonian landscapes that provide a great variety of
unique habitats that are critical for the survival of the
property’s characteristic plants and animals.
Criterion (x)
Despite the fact that limited scientific research has
been undertaken in the property, data available shows
that 2,939 species have been recorded. These include
1,801 species of vascular plants, 82 species of
mammals (including 58 bat species and a bat species
new to science as well as a number of globally
threatened species such as the Giant Otter, Giant
Anteater, Lowland Tapir, Common Woolly Monkey and
Jaguar, 60 species of reptiles, 57 species of
amphibians, 492 species and subspecies of birds
(including a new endemic species, the Chiribiquete
Emerald Hummingbird), 238 fish species and 209
species of butterflies (including to date at least 6
potentially new species). The number of species,
including of endemic species (21 endemics reported)
would most certainly rise as more scientific expeditions
are undertaken in the future.
Integrity
The property overlaps with Serrania de Chiribiquete
Natural
National
Park,
which
includes
13
geomorphologically distinct types of tepuis as well as
arches, labyrinths, caverns and structural cracks more
than 10 meters wide, all of which contribute to the
biodiversity richness of the property. All of these
landform features are intact as well as the surrounding
forests and river systems.
The property is exceptionally large and adequately
provides refuge for the many species and habits
present. The boundaries of the property have been
drawn to include the vast majority of the tepuis and
other significant landforms. The national park was
expanded in 2013 to include areas to the north that
provide additional connectivity with the Andes and to
the east providing additional connectivity with the
Orinoco. The extension was also designed to better
protect species and ecosystems that are important to
the voluntarily isolated and uncontacted indigenous
tribes living in the property. The boundaries of the
property are not marked in the field and this would not
be feasible given the dense rainforest that exists along
the entire boundary. However, several major rivers and
streams form a natural boundary in the north, west and
east, allowing for easier identification of the boundaries
in the field.
The property is remarkably well-preserved and is in
excellent condition. There are two main threats: those
related to ensuring respect of rights for the
uncontacted tribes living in voluntary isolation, and
those related to the loss of habitats, biodiversity and
connectivity. Tourism and scientific expeditions are a
potential threat to the rights to self-determination,
territory and culture of the uncontacted tribes. Any
contact of any kind to these people can have a longlasting effect in terms of the loss of culture and the
transmission of pathogens to which they may not have
immunity. Threats potentially affecting the natural
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values of the property are habitat loss due to
agricultural encroachment; however these threats are
mainly affecting the buffer zone and are subject to
active management programmes. A temporary
suspension of mining licenses in the buffer zone has
been issued and should be maintained in the long-term
to avoid this indirect threat. Small areas within the
property have been occasionally used for illegal coca
farming but they have been fully eradicated. At
present, there is no tourism allowed inside the property
and it is important to strictly control any tourism
access.
Protection and management requirements
The property is managed by the Ministry of the
Environment through the Unidad Administrativa
Especial del Sistema de Parques Nacionales
(UAESPNN) which has a solid reputation as an
effective conservation agency. At the institutional level,
the Territorial Directorate of Amazonía Orinoquía is
responsible for on-ground management of the park.
The conservation of the property is guided by the
“2016-2020 Management Plan for the National Natural
Park of Serranía de Chiribiquete” which includes
provisions on management activities required for the
different land use zones as well as expected
biodiversity conservation outputs derived from these
actions. The zones in the park are enabled through
Decree 622 of 1977 that establishes 6 distinct zones
for all Natural National Parks. The management plan
prescribes activities that should be implemented in the
buffer zone to mitigate threats to the property.
Activities to protect the voluntarily isolated indigenous
people in the buffer zone and inside the park are also
described.
The very large buffer zone is comprised of indigenous
reserves and the Amazon Forest Reserve. All areas
within the buffer zone have laws and policies that
prevent extractive industries of any kind. While there
are no direct threats to the nominated property itself,
there are considerable threats to the buffer zone as
agriculture and road building move closer to the buffer
zone boundary.
Overall, the management of the property is wellorganized with good capacity for planning and
operations. Patrolling and protection activities are
actively supported by the army that has played a key
role for many years in assisting with the location and
eradication of illegal coca plantations inside the
property and in the buffer zone. Efforts should be
directed at maintaining the good cooperation
established with the army or anticipating the need to
replicate this level of protection through other means
should the military presence change. Funding to
support the management of the property results from
a combination of financial and human resources
provided by the State Party and also supported by
international projects, thus the current level of financial
resources is considered sufficient to implement key
provisions of the management plan related to nature
conservation, and should be maintained. However,
available financial and human resources dedicated to
management activities and for the development of
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infrastructure and the acquisition of equipment for
patrolling and other management actions should be
increased following inscription. New challenges, for
example linked to tourism development, may arise
from the inscription of the property which will require
continued attention and further investment.
5. Commends the State Party for its commitment
towards the conservation of this property and for its
efforts in revising earlier proposals to submit a more
comprehensive and compelling nomination.
6. Requests the State Party to:
a) Increase the financial support required for the
effective management of the property;
b) Maintain and enhance existing regulations and
management activities to control agriculture
development,
deforestation
and
road
constructions in the buffer zone that could, if not
properly managed, result in serious threats to
the integrity of the property.
7. Welcomes the support provided by donors and
international development agencies to the protection
and management of the property and encourages
them to maintain and if feasible strengthen this support
to contribute to the effective management and
governance of this property.
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Map 1: Nominated property and buffer zone
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