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Thi s docunment provides a sunmary of t he mai n
activities carried out by the UNESCO Wrld Heritage Centre
since the 20'" session of the Wrld Heritage Committee in
Decenber 1996. This summary report is supplenmented by the
oral report of the Secretary to be presented to the Bureau
and by the other Wrking and Information Docunments in the
series WHC- 97/ CONF. 204.

Included as Annex | to this report is an extract of
the 29 C/5 «Draft Programme and Budget 1998-1999 » to be
presented to the twenty-ninth session of the Genera
Conference in COctober/Novenber 1997. The extract shows
Programme 111.1.2. « Pronotion of the Convention for the
Protection of the World Cul tural and Natural Heritage ».

2. New St ates Parties

Since the twentieth session of the Wrld Heritage
Committee in Decenber 1996, Papua New Gui nea has becone a
State Party to the Convention and, through the process of
succession, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedoni a becane
the 149'" State Party to the Convention

3. The G obal Strategy

Several recent initiatives, ainmed at furthering the
G obal Strategy for a representative Wrld Heritage List
have taken place or are being prepared.

Followi ng the "World Heritage Session" organized at the
| nt er nati onal Geol ogi cal Congress in Beijing, China, from 5-
9 August 1996, the Commttee made specific recommendations
concerning the identification, evaluation and review of
geol ogi cal and fossil site nom nations and encouraged States
Parties to include such sites in their tentative lists. In
January 1997, t he Committee’s recommendat i ons wer e
transmtted to the International Union for Geol ogica
Sciences (1UGS) and presented to the annual session of the
I nternati onal GCeol ogical Correlation Progranme (1 GCP). Both
| UGS and | GCP have expressed their readiness to help States
Parties to identify geological sites of potential Wrld
Heritage and assist ITUCN mssions to evaluate geol ogical
site nom nations.

Foll owi ng the Expert Meeting on "Eval uation of genera
principles and criteria for nom nations of natural Wrld
Heritage sites" (the Vanoise neeting, March 1996), the
Committee, at its twentieth session in Mrida, (Mexico,
Decenber 1996), approved funds for the organization of a
meeting of natural and cultural heritage experts ainmed at
improving the harnony between the inplenmentation of the
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natural and cultural parts of the Convention. Preparations
for this neeting have commenced.

Le Centre, avec la collaboration de |'ICOMOS, a
égal ement entrepris des consultations d' universitaires et de
chercheurs scientifiques spécialistes de la région du
Paci fique pour préparer I|la 3éme réunion de Stratégie
gl obal e, qui se tiendra a Suva (Fidji), du 15 au 18 juillet
prochain. Des experts internationaux et nationaux de 12
Etats parties ou non encore parties de l|la région et
d' organi sati ons r égi onal es y ont et é i nvités; ils
identifieront les catégories de biens culturels présents
dans |l a région susceptibles de faire |'objet de propositions
d'inscription sur la Liste du patrinmine nondial (patrinoine
archéol ogique et anciens établissenents hunains, i eux
d' échanges économ ques et cérénoniels, lieux d'origine et
lieux liés a |l a navigation, paysages culturels et période de
| a colonisation...).

Cooperation with the Council of Europe has continued.
The Centre made contributions to the draft |egal text of
the “European Landscape Convention” at a hearing 1in
Strasbourg on 24 March 1997. The draft text envisages an
agreenent between the respective bodies responsible for the

Wrld Heritage Convention and the proposed “European
Landscape Convention” in order to prepare and |aunch
coordi nated actions for |andscape conservation in Europe.
The conservation of Wrld Heritage cultural |andscapes

continues to attract interest from several organizations.
Meetings on this subject were held with Europa Nostra, the
I nternati onal Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA) and
the World Monunents Fund (WMF).

4. Monitoring and reporting the state of conservation of
properties inscribed on the World Heritage List

The World Heritage Commttee and its Bureau, during its
sessions held in Mrida (Mexico, Novenber and Decenber
1996) , exam ned fourteen reports of the state of
conservation of properties inscribed on the List of Wrld
Heritage in Danger, and forty-one reports of properties
inscribed on the Wrld Heritage List. The decisions and
recommendations of the Conmttee and the Bureau were
transmtted to the States Parties by the Centre. Wen
appropriate, States Parties' responses were requested by 15
April 1997.

The Bureau will exam ne reports on properties inscribed
on the List of Wrld Heritage in Danger and reports on
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properties inscribed on the Wrld Herit age Li st (see
Docunment s WHC- 97/ CONF. 204/ 2A and 2B)

Particular attention has been given by the Secretari at

to World Heritage properties affected by civil unrest : the
World Heritage sites in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo
and the archaeological site of Butrinti in Albania. The

necessary coordination has taken place for rapid assessnent
m ssions for these properties as soon as the security
situation permts.

5. Activities in the Regions

The information provided hereafter on Wrld Heritage
sites is further developed in the Wrking Document WHC-
97/ CONF. 204/ 2A.

5.1 Africa

Wiile two of the five Wrld Heritage sites in the
Denocratic Republic of the Congo, Virunga and Garanba, have
been included in the List of Wrld Heritage in Danger, two
other sites, nanely Kahuzi Biega and Okapi have also
suffered from the fighting in the East of the Denpcratic
Republic of the Congo. IUCN will provide nore information on
t hese four sites during the Bureau session.

In Ethiopia, the Regional Governnent in Bahir Dar has
objected to the Commttee's decision to include Sinmen
National Park on the List of W rld Heritage in Danger,
feeling that the decision had been taken w thout adequate
consultation with them In a letter dated 24 March 1997 to
the Centre, the Head of the Bureau of Agriculture for the
Bahir Dar Region has contested the Commttee's decision,
pointing to several conservation neasures currently being
i nplemented to inprove the protection of the Park. The
Et hi opi an authorities have therefore postponed the technical
wor kshop which was scheduled for 10-18 April, 1997 where
rehabilitation nmeasures for the Sinmen National Park were to
be di scussed.

In July 1996 the World Heritage Centre funded a m ssion
to the Island of Mzanbique. The findings of the m ssion
were summarised in a report which not only reviews the
present state of the conservation of the Island but proposes
as well an imedi ate action plan for the rehabilitation of
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t he site whi ch woul d integrate sustainable human
devel opment on the Island and its conservation. Follow ng
the recomendations of the report for a nulti-donor
UNESCO UNDP project, a donor neeting of all potential donors
in Mozanmbi que i s under preparation. UNDP has al ready granted
US$300, 000 for the technical assistance to the project. In
addition, a Finnish associate expert has been assigned to
the project and is expected to begin work in the UNESCO
office in Maputo in md-July.

5.2 Arab States

Following the inclusion of |Ichkeul Nat i onal Par k
(Tunisia) on the List of Wrld Heritage in Danger the
Secretariat of the Ranmsar Convention carried out a m ssion
to the site in January/February 1997. A report is expected
to be presented to the Bureau at this session.

The 4'" Training Semnar on Natural Heritage in the Arab
Regi on, held in Mehdia and Rabat from 5 to 16 May 1997 was
or gani sed by t he Mor occan Nat i onal Conmm ssi on in
col l aboration with the UNESCO Wrld Heritage Centre, the
Di vi si on of Ecol ogical Sciences and the UNESCO Cairo O fice.

The sem nar was attended by 30 World Heritage site,
Bi osphere Reserve and other protected area nmanagers from
Al geria, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Sudan,
Syria, Tunisia and Yenen, as well as international resource
persons (including a nunber of universities in the region,
| UCN and UNESCO) .

Partici pants discussed priorities for natural heritage
conservation in the Arab Region, anong them I chkeul Nati onal
Park (Tunisia) which was included on the List of Wrld
Heritage in Danger in Decenber 1996. The case study on
| chkeul outlined some of the key problens, such as the
devel opnent of agriculture and other industries (including
tourism and increasing demands for freshwater.

A |'"issue de discussions nenées avec |a Banque nondi al e
et les autorités nmarocaines, " UNESCO a été chargée
d' assurer le <contréle de la qualité scientifique et

techni que des activités patrinoniales prévues dans |e cadre
d" un inportant prét de |la Banque nondiale en faveur de l|a
réhabilitation et de la restauration de |la nédina de Fes
(Maroc). Cette coopération avec | a Banque nondiale s'integre
dans une perspective plus large dans laquelle |a Banque
nmondi al e et |' UNESCO harnoni sent |eurs approches en faveur
de la revitalisation de centres urbains historiques.
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Par ailleurs, |le Centre et |la Division du patrinoine
culturel sont intervenus aupres des autorités |I|ibanaises
pour que soient revus |'inplantation d' un grand nmarché aux

poi ssons prévu dans |le vieux port nord de Tyr (Liban) ainsi
qgue le tracé d'une autoroute qui aurait irrénmédi abl ement

détruit plusieurs zones archéol ogiques inportantes. 1l est
rappel € au Bureau que le site de Tyr doit faire trés
prochai nement |'objet d' une canpagne internationale de

sauvegar de.

Le deuxiéne atelier régional sur l|la science et |a
technologie pour la préservation des sites du patrinoine
nmondi al s'est tenu a Damas (République arabe syrienne), du

30 novenbre au 4 décenbre 1996. Il était organisé par le
Bureau de |'UNESCO au Caire, la Direction des Antiquités de
Syrie, le Centre du patrimine nondial, ['INERIS, |'Ecole
des M nes de Nancy (France) et |'Université du Caire. Il a

associ € environ 70 participants de la Syrie, de |'Egypte, de
| a Jordanie, du Liban et de |la France. Les principaux thénes
en ont été |'état de conservation des sites du patrinoine
nondi al dans la région arabe, |es approches intégrées de |la

restauration, |es mthodes de docunentation des sites, le
Sui Vi de |'état de conservation, |l es méthodes de
consolidation, et |es expériences nationales et |ocales. Cet
atelier régional sera suivi par un projet-pilote de

conservation/restauration dans |la Citadelle de Damas pour
| es stagiaires. D autres pays y seront égal ement invités.

5.3 Asia and the Pacific

In India, the Mnistry of Environment and Forests
hosted the South Asia World Natural Heritage Site Managers
Meeting in New Delhi and Keoladeo National Park (16-19
January, 1997). The information obtained through the nmeeting
enabl ed the preparation of state of conservation reports on
all eight World Natural Heritage sites of South Asia. These
reports will be submtted to this session of the Bureau
(Wor ki ng Docunment WHC-97/ CONF. 204/ 2B). The Centre and the
M nistry of Environnment and Forests of India al so undertook
Site visits to the Manas WIldlife Sanctuary and Kaziranga
Nat i onal Park, in Assam

After nearly eight years of mlitancy of the Bodo
people, a site visit to Manas included in the List of Wrld

Heritage in Danger in 1992 to assess its state of
conservation was able to be arranged. The mlitancy peaked
in 1992-93 and t he site's infrastructure suffered

consi der abl e damage. Poachi ng gangs have taken advant age of
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decr ease in protection capacity. The wildlife
popul ation, particularly that of the greater one-horned
rhi noceros, has been gravely reduced. Since 1993 however,
nmeasures have been taken to address the grievances of the
Bodo people while the site staff has re-established its
presence in nost parts of Manas. A two-year infrastructure
and ecosystem rehabilitation plan, estimated to cost US$ 6
mllion has been prepared.

The reporting on the state of conservation of cultural
properties in the Asia-Pacific Region has progressed. During
the March m ssion of the World Heritage Centre to India, an
agreenent was reached with the Archaeological Survey of
India which will prepare reports on the 16 World Heritage
cultural properties in India. The Bangladeshi authorities
have al so agreed to the preparation of the reports on two of
their cultural sites. It is hoped that by Septenber 1997,
the reporting on all cultural properties in the Asia and the
Pacific Region inscribed prior to 1992 wll have been
conpl et ed.

Fi nancing for cooperation projects in the Region is
bei ng secured by the Centre through agreenents between the
| ocal authorities of Asia and the European Union (EU)
countries for the safeguarding and developnent of World
Heritage cities in Asia. Building on the experience of the
cooperation between Luang Prabang (Laos) and Chi non
(France), the Centre has facilitated cooperation between Hue
(VietNam and the « Communauté urbaine de Lille » (France);
Bhakt upur and Patan of the Kathmandu Valley with Bath and
Chester (U.K.). The Intramuros Comm ssion which manages the
Manila Intranuros_ where the World Heritage San Augustin
Church (Philippines) is located, has requested the support
of the Centre to find a suitable European partner under this
EU programme. A draft project proposal has now been
pr epar ed.

Preparations are also underway for the organization of
a Sem nar for the Mayors of Historic Cities of China and the
European Union expected to take place in April 1998 in
China. This seminar will focus on the application of the
Wrld Heritage Convention in the safeguarding of the
cultural properties inscribed in the Wrld Heritage List or
in the Tentative List of China. The European Union and the
Governnment of France have both agreed in principle to co-
finance this Sem nar.

Finally, the Republics of Central Asia showed an
increased interest in the work of the World Heritage Centre.
Frequent contacts are being established on different aspects
of the inplenmentation of the Wrld Heritage Convention and
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the Centre 1is contributing with t he Sect or for
Communi cation of UNESCO to the preparation of a regional
Internet Web site on cultural heritage of the countries of
Central Asia.

5.4 Europe

The Nordic World Heritage O fice (NWHO) assisted with a
study on the identification of potential Wrld Heritage
sites in the Nordic Countries, recently published in a
report « Nordic World Heritage »; this was initiated by the
Nordi ¢ Council of Mnisters. The report focuses specifically
on the identification of shortcomngs in respect to the type
of sites inscribed on the Wrld Heritage List in the Nordic
Countries and denonstrates a concrete exanple of an attenpt
to establish a balanced and representative World Heritage
List. 21 sites in the Nordic Countries have been identified
as possible Wrld Heritage sites. This list is yet to be
approved by the individual States Parties and it remains
their responsibility to present these sites for nom nation
to the World Heritage List. The report also illustrates the
i ncorporation of the Wrld Heritage Convention into the
Environmental Strategy for 1996- 2000 devel oped by the Nordic
Council of Mnisters.

The NWHO is actively working to el aborate and enhance
the <collaboration wth the various Nordic devel opnent
agenci es.

In connection with the rehabilitation of the Od Town
of Vilnius in Lithuania the NWO contributed financial
assi stance to the preparation of the International Investors
and Donors Conference for the Od Town held in March 1997.

Furthernore, due to the l|imted funds available for
preparatory assistance under the World Heritage Fund, the
NWHO contributed financially to the preparatory assistance
request presented by Latvia for the preparation of the
nom nati on dossier of the Od Town of Riga.

The Centre provided inputs to a study on the
identification of potential natural World Heritage sites in
Europe. Anong the activities still foreseen in Europe in
1997 are: a semnar on natural heritage in the Nordic
countries, to be held in Iceland in August 1997; a sem nar
on natural heritage in Europe to be hosted by Germany in
Riugen (Germany), in Novenber 1997; a neeting of natural
heritage site managers from Central and Eastern Europe in
Sept enber 1997 in Hungary.
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Plitvice Lakes National Park (Croatia), a Wor | d
Heritage Site in Danger, continues to show inprovements in
its state of conservation. The Croatian authorities have
taken several neasures, such as extending the boundary of
the site to cover the whole underground basin supplying
water to the |akes and streans of Plitvice, training three
Park staff on conmmunication skills, and opening a road
outside the north-east boundary of the Park in order to
divert trucks currently crossing the Park. The Croatian

aut horities, as requested by the Committee, foresee
submtting a state of conservation report by 15 Septenber
1997 during the sumer of 1997. If current future trends

continue it may be possible for the Conmttee to consider
removing this site fromthe List of World Heritage in Danger
at its twenty-first session in Decenber, 1997.

A one day neeting, organised by Friends of UNESCO on 26
February 1997, for site managers and representatives from
World Heritage sites in the United Kingdom English Heritage
and I1COMOS UK offered a forum for discussion. This neeting
clearly indicated that conmmunication between the site
representatives and responsible authorities vis a vis each
other and the Wrld Heritage Centre is essential. Simlar
contact and exchange of information is also desired on an
international level. A semnar to be held on 21 October on
« England’s World Heritage » is being organized by English
Herit age.

The archaeological site of Butrinti in Albania, an
excellent exanmple of a mxture of Greek, Roman, Byzanti ne,
Il'lyrian and Venetian cultures, inscribed on the Wrld

Heritage List in 1992, has suffered damage from |l ooting as a
result of the civil unrest in Albania. On 10 March 1997 a
raid on the nuseum |ocated in a restored Venetian castle on
the acropolis, was commtted. G ass cases containing coins,
statuettes and pottery were broken into and |ooted. The
famous antique theatre npsaic depicting a wonman anong
flowers and animals was al so damaged. Furt her nore,
unexpl oded grenades are also believed to remain in the site.

A rapid assessnent mssion to Butrinti wi || be
undertaken as soon as the security situation permts. Al
arrangenents to field a joint UNESCQO/ | COMOS/ Butrinti
Foundati on m ssion have been nade.

Suite a |’adoption par |les autorités nunicipales de
Vilnius et |e Gouvernenent |ituanien de la stratégie de
revitalisation du Centre Historique de Vilnius, l a

Conf érence internationale des bailleurs de fonds s’est tenue
en février 1997. Organi sée conjointenent par la Lituanie et
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| " UNESCO, cette conférence avait pour objectif de nettre
en oeuvre |es recommandati ons de |la stratégie, notament en
ce qui concerne les structures institutionnelles et |Iles
mécani snes de financenment pour |a sauvegarde et |la mse en
val eur du centre historique.

Pour la gestion de la réhabilitation du centre
hi storique, la conférence a préconisé |la création de |’ OTRA
(Agence de Revitalisation de la Vieille Ville); pour appuyer
cette nouvelle agence para-gouvernenentale, un progranme
d’ assi stance techni que conjoint UNESCO PNUD a été institué.

Pour l e financenment des I nfrastructures, di vers
mécani snes ont été mnms en place, dont la création d’ un
fonds, |’'inscription du projet de la Vieille Ville au budget
nati onal d’investissenent, et |’ engagenent d négoci ations
pour un financenent international.

Par al | el enent a l|la sounmission d un dossier de
proposition d inscription de la ville de Riga en vue de son
inscription sur la Liste du patrinoine nondial, et a la

demande du Gouvernenent |etton, un projet de sauvegarde et
de mise en valeur du Centre Historique a été ms sur pied.
Il s’agit d une coopération |lettone, francai se et danoise,
sous |’ égide de |’ UNESCO

Les objectifs de <cette opération définis par Ile
gouvernenent |letton, en collaboration avec les autorités
muni ci pales de Riga sont |les suivants: |la mse en valeur du
centre médi éval, |a reconquéte des rives du fleuve Daugava,
la solution des probléenes de transport et de circulation
dans le centre historique, et la réhabilitation des nmaisons
tradi tionnelles en bois.

Les phases prélimnaires du projet sont en cours; une
réunion inter-mnistérielle est prévue pour novenbre 1997,
afin de discuter des orientations fondanentales de |la m se
en val eur du Centre Historique de Riga.

5.5 Latin Anerica and the Carri bean

The technical workshop on state of conservation of
natural and m xed World Heritage sites of Latin Anerica was
organi zed during the First Latin Anmerican Parks Congress
held in Santa Marta, Col onbia, from 21-28 May, 1997. Reports
on 17 natural or mxed sites in Latin America were presented

to the workshop and summaries on selected sites will be
presented to the Bureau. The Centre, in cooperation with the
Advi sory Bodies, intends to be able to prepare a regional

overview of the state of conservation of natural and m xed
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World Heritage Sites in Latin Anerica for the twenty first
session of the Commttee in Naples, Italy, in Decenber,
1997.

Reports on the two Latin Anmerican natural sites so
far included in the List of Wrld Heritage in Danger, nanely
Sangay and Rio Platano will be provided to the Bureau by
IUCN. In the case of the Galapagos |slands, sonme positive
trends strengthening the protection of the site seemto have
been put in place by the Governnment. By letter dated 30
April 1997, the Permanent Delegation of Ecuador to UNESCO
provided the World Heritage Centre with a Report on the
state of conservation of Gal apagos |slands, together with an
Emergency Executive Decree (WHC-97/ CONF. 204/ 1 NF.9). The
Decree intends to stabilize the human population on the
i slands through effective mgration control. The Fisheries
Reserve in the surrounding marine areas has been declared a
Bi ol ogi cal Reserve, thereby investing the Gal apagos Nati onal
Park Service with the authority to patrol the nmarine areas.
More details on the actions taken by the Governnent of
Ecuador to strengthen conservation of Galapagos since the
| ast session of the Commttee will be provided in Wrking
Docunment WHC- 97/ CONF. 204/ 2B.

The Charles Darwin Foundation (CDF) held its synposium
and Directing Council neetings at UNESCO Headquarters from 7
to 11 April 1997. 1997 represents the 40th anniversary of
the year that UNESCO sent a fact-finding mssion (Drs. |I.
Ei bl - Ei besfel dt and Robert Bowman, and the Life Magazine
phot ogr apher Ei senstadt) to the Galapagos to determ ne the
best way to support science and conservation there. Thi s
m ssion lead to the formation of the CDF under the auspices
of UNESCO, [|UCN and the Governnent of Ecuador. The CDF
meeting focused on the current situation and the state of
conservation of the islands and possible projects to
mtigate the threats to this Wrld Heritage site.

Since the neetings of the directors of cultura
heritage in Latin Anerica (Cartagena, Colonbia, 1995) and
the Caribbean (St. Kitts, 1996), regi onal training
activities have focused on collaboration with universities
and training centres and support to courses for networking
anong site managers.

A training semnar for site managers of archaeol ogi cal
sites in Mesoanerica was held in Copan, Honduras from3 to 7
February 1997. The sem nar was supported by the World
Heritage Fund, organised by the Institute for Anthropol ogy
and Hi story of Hondur as and attended by ni net een
participants from Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatenmala,
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Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panans. The programe
included a variety of issues related to the conservation and
managenent of World Heritage sites, as well as the
i npl ementation of the World Heritage Convention. The sem nar
showed the need for networking within the sub-region and
that a direct conmunication between the site managers and
UNESCO is essential to informthe site managers and involve
them in the application of the Convention for UNESCO to
obtain first hand information on the sites.

At the World Heritage in Danger site of Chan Chan in
Per u, a Pan-Anerican Course on the Conservation and
Managenment of Earthen Architectural and Archaeol ogi ca
Heritage was held in late 1996. The course studied the
conservation and managenent policies for the site and w |
contribute to future planning. Technical cooperation under
the World Heritage Fund is foreseen for 1997 to strengthen
the managenent structure. A conprehensive state of
conservation report i's expect ed from the Per uvi an
authorities by 15 Septenmber 1997 for examnation by the
Comm ttee in Decenber 1997.

6. Tr ai ni ng

Several training activities for which the Bureau and
the Conm ttee approved funds in Mérida, Mexico, in Decenber,
1996, have been inplenmented (for exanple the Xl Xth
| nternational Training Sem nar organized by CATIE for Latin
American Park Managers (March - April 1997) and the fourth
Regi onal Training Course for Natural Heritage Specialists
from the Arab Region (Mrocco, My 1997). Plans for the
organi zation of other approved activities, such as the
training course on wetland conservation organized by the
WIildlife Institute of India in Keoladeo National Park and
Wrld Heritage Site of India for South Asia (Novenber,
1997), have been finalized. Individual fellowships for the
training of natural heritage specialists have been provided
to Francophone Africa (in Garoua College, Caneroon and
ENGREF, France), Angl ophone Africa (Mveka Col | ege,
Tanzania), Latin America (Fort Collins, Colorado, USA), and
Sout heast Asia (I ndonesian trainees in Australia, February,
1997). Mal aysia benefited from the Fund for training three
of its protected area personnel at a 3 nonth certificate
course on wildlife and protected area namnagenent offered by
the Wildlife Institute of India, during May - July, 1997.

In a renewed effort to inplenent the curriculum and
training materials devel opment aspects of the Strategic
Action Plan for Training Specialists in Natural Heritage,
approved by the Commttee in Berlin, Germany, in Decenber
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1995, t he Centre in cooperation wth the Vice-
Chair of TUCNWCPA in South Asia foresees the organization
of a planning neeting of all the Regional Training Centres
(e.g. Garoua (Caneroon), Mmeka (Tanzania), CATIE (Costa
Rica) etc.) in early 1998. The WIdlife Institute of India
and the Mnistry of Environnment and Forests of India have
both indicated an interest in hosting such a neeting in the
new canpus of the Wldlife Institute of India, in Dehra Dun.
The Meeting will aim to develop a plan for [aunching sub-
regi onal l evel curriculum devel opnent and validation
projects on protected area nmanagenent.

7. Cooperation with Partners

Under the Menmorandum of Understanding signed between
| UCN and the Centre in 1996, cooperation and adm nistrative
procedures for inplenentation of contracts for |UCN s
services have been stream ined and are progressing far nore
satisfactorily than in 1996. It is hoped that the trend wll
continue and further inprove during the renmaining nonths of
1997 and in the comng years. The Centre is happy to see
|lUCN's World Heritage Policy Panel becom ng a regul ar event
and values its participation in the Panel Meetings to
di scuss and resolve issues and problens of nutual concern.
The Third Meeting of the Panel was held on 22 April 1997 and
i ncluded participants from the Centre, |COMOS, |UCN, WCMC
and WCPA.

A neeting of the Advisory Bodies and the World Heritage
Centre was held at ICCROM in Ronme on 3 February 1997.
Reports by each of the partners were presented and a
detailed discussion concerning on-going cooperation took
pl ace.

The Centre had nunmerous contacts with the Secretari at
of other Conventions dealing with biodiversity conservation;

e.g. RAMSAR, Cl TES and Bi odi versity Conventi ons.
Opportunities for cooperative actions based on issues of
nmut ual interest and site specific problens are being
expl or ed.

The Director of the Centre presented a paper on the
Convention at the annual neeting of the Swi ss Society for
the Protection of Mnunents at Langnau in Switzerland on 14
May 1997.

The World Heritage Centre will continue to offer its
full cooperation to foster close links with the 1954 Hague
Conventi on.



14

The preparation of an International Instrunent for
the Protection of the Underwater Cul tural Herit age
(Underwat er Convention) will be discussed at the forthcom ng

Gener al Conference.

The World Heritage Centre together wth I1COM is
currently exploring the possibilities of collaboration on
the issue of nuseuns at Wrld Heritage sites and the
establishment of a network on this |evel.

A neeting took place between the Deputy Director-
General of UNESCO and the President of Europa Nostra, HRH
Prince Henrik of Denmark, in Decenber 1996 to discuss the
expansi on of cooperation between the two organizations. A
foll ow-up neeting between the Secretary-General of Europa
Nostra and and the Director of the Wrld Heritage Centre,
the Division of Cultural Heritage in the Sector of Culture
took place in March 1997 to define future cooperation in
specific fields of nutual interest, particularly regarding
Eur opean cul tural | andscapes.

8. World Heritage informati on and docunentati on

Wth regard to the information and docunentation
activities since the Conmttee neeting held in Mrida in
Decenber 1996, the Centre has proceeded wth the
i npl ementati on of the workplan as approved by the Commttee.
Docunments are now being sorted out for transfer to the
UNESCO Archives while those of public interest are being
duplicated for the UNESCO Library. The tentative lists and
the nomnation files are being digitized and indexed for
easy retrieval, while the mailing list and the existing
dat abases are being updated. The physical facilities of the
Docunentation Unit are also being inproved to increase
storage capacity for docunents and their consultations by
experts and ot her visitors.

The newly designed Wrld Heritage Map is now avail able
and the Brochure and new World Heritage Posters are expected
to be printed in time for the Bureau neeting in June. The
Information Kit has also been updated and reprinted as is
the World Heritage Diary. Production of information materi al
for different target groups, such as the tourism industry,
| ocal authorities, and the press and nedia are also
underway, as well as the slide show kit and the exhibition
on the World Heritage conservation process.

Preparations for the 25" Anniversary of the Wrld
Heritage Convention have also been initiated. The inability
to provide seed funds towards the organization of events to
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mar k t he Anniversary has been a serious constrai nt in
negotiating with potential partners. However, negotiations
are currently under way with a number of | eadi ng

international daily newspapers, weekly and nonthly nagazi nes
for the publication of a special supplenent or series of
articles on the W rld Heritage Convention and the sites
under its protection on the occasion of the 25" Anniversary.

The French Mnister of Culture intends to |[|aunch
special events at the 22 Wrld Heritage sites in France on
the occasion of the annual “Heritage Day” in France in
Septenber. It is hoped that other States Parties will also
mark the 25'" Anniversary of the Convention through events at
their respective Wrld Heritage sites.

Production of docunentary film series on World Heritage
by the German Consortium the Japanese Tokyo Broadcasting
Corporation and the Japanese national channel, NHK, are
continuing and reaching mllions of people in the weekly
broadcasts of the fil ms.

The first volumes of a Wrld Heritage Encycl opedia are
now being produced in German, Japanese and Spanish by the
Ver | aghaus Stuttgart, Kodansha and Plaza vy Janes,
respectively. The Centre has put a nunber of publishers
from other countries in contact with them and negotiations
are in progress for the publication of other |anguage
versions of the Encycl opedi a.

The Centre’s Internet Wb site on Wrld Heritage is
al so being enriched with nmore information (115 pages) and it
is now servicing over 40,000 queries a nonth. Inprovenents
to the Web site are currently being undertaken by a number
of experts with the objective of reorganizing the site to
make it nmore user-friendly. A special section for children
and youth i's bei ng developed to facilitate their
conprehensi on of the Convention and its functions.

Queries from the press and nedia continue to increase
rapidly.

Efforts are being made, in cooperation with the UNESCO
Publishing O fice (UPO), to augnent subscriptions to the
quarterly Wrld Heritage Review (two issues since Decenber
1996) as well as to increase paid advertisenents to finance
the continued publication of the Review On 21 My, an
I nternational World Heritage Photo Gonpetition was | aunched
by UNESCO (UPO and WHC) with the generous sponsorship of
AGFA, Lufthansa/United Airlines and Hilton Hotels. I n
addition to raising awareness of the inportance of World
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Heritage sites and their conservation, t he Phot o
Conpetition is expected to attract a substantial increase in
subscriptions to the Review.

9 issues of the electronic version of the Wrld
Heritage Newsletter have been issued since Decenber 1996.
The electronic Newsletter reaches an audience of nore than
500 people. In addition, 3 issues of the print version of
the World Heritage Newsletter have been published and
distributed since Decenber 1996. The Newsletter which
continues to be in high demand is printed in 12,000 copies
(8,000 English, 4,000 French). The Newsletter is becon ng an
effective tool for cooperation anong the mnmanagers of the
World Heritage sites.

Ceremonies to unveil plaques at World Heritage sites
continue to be popular events for States Parties. The
Director-General of UNESCO and the Director of the Wrld
Heritage Centre have been pleased to attend a nunber of
these cerenonies (e.g. Meknes in Mrocco, Schonbrunn in
Austria, Lednice-Valtice in the Czech Republic, Ravenna and
Ferrara in Italy, etc.).

9. Worl d Heritage Education

Wth the aim of introducing World Heritage Education
into the school curricula, the six-year UNESCO Speci al
Project Young People's Participation in Wrld Heritage
Preservation and Pronotion, conducted by the Wrld Heritage
Centre and the Education Sector (Associated Schools Project
(ASP) Unit), concentrates this year on the preparation of a
Worl d Heritage Education Kit. The Kit will take into account
experiences shared by students and teachers at the three
World Heritage Youth Fora held to date. It wll Dbe
di stributed world-wi de for experinentation at ASP secondary
schools in 1998.

As a followup to the European Wrld Heritage Youth
Forum held in Dubrovnik in 1996, the Norwegian Nati onal
Conmm ssion for UNESCO is coordinating Wrld Heritage
Education activities in Europe, in cooperation with the
Worl d Heritage Centre and the ASP Unit. Students from Europe
are invited to Roros to participate in August 1997 in a
restoration canp, prepared jointly by the Norwegian
authorities and the Nordic Wrld Heritage O fice. The Wbrld
Heritage Centre is particularly grateful for the continuous
support of this project by Norway, which is leading to a
five-year agr eenent W th t he Nor wegi an Agency for
Devel opment Cooperation (NORAD). For the third consecutive
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year signi ficant financial assistance has al so been
received fromthe Rhone-Poul enc Foundati on.

The Chinese authorities have kindly offered to host a
World Heritage Youth Forum in 1997. Preparations for this
Forum are under way.

It is envisaged that an International Youth Forum wl|
be held in Japan in 1998.

10. The UNESCO Worl d Heritage Centre

The secondnment of M Rob MIne from the United States
of Anerica, as Senior Adviser to the Director of the Centre,
ended in February 1997. In recognition of M Mlne's
outstanding commtment to World Heritage conservation, the
Di rector-General awarded himwi th the Dubrovni k Medal .

The generous support of Austria (M P. Strasser),
Denmark (Ms A Zu Sayn-Wttgenstein), Japan (Ms J.
Tani guchi) and Sweden (Ms M Karlsson) in providing the
Centre with Associate Experts is gratefully acknow edged.

At the twentieth session of the Wrld Heritage
Committee in Mérida, the Director-General of UNESCO reported
t hat UNESCO woul d provide for 8 posts previously financed by
the World Heritage Fund from the Regul ar Programme.

The oral report of the Director of the Wirld Heritage
Centre will include an update of the staff situation in the
Centre.

11. Other matters

The Bureau of the Conptroller and the World Heritage
Centre have provided the External Auditor with all the
information they have requested for the financial audit of
the Centre for 1996. At the time this information docunent
was prepared, the audit had just been conpl eted.

A report of the results of the audit will be submtted
to the Bureau.



