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Reconstruction of the former National Assembly building of Suriname 
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DOSSIER FINAL DESIGN – ENGLISH VERSION ; ADDITION 1 – STREET VIEWS 
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9      09 Views – street view Corner H. Arron street and Grote Combé road 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR ICOMOS TECHNICAL REVIEW ON 

RECONSTRUCTION FORMER NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BUILDINGS 

 

ICOMOS comment: 

 

 
State Parties’ reaction: 
See the attached document “Dossier Final Design – English version. Addition 1 – Street Views”. More street 
views have been added to the project dossier in order to be able to judge the visual impact of the façades 
and building heights as seen from the Independence Square as well as the Grote Combéweg. 
 
The parallel project to construct a new building for the National Assembly at Independence Square, does 
not relate to the reconstruction plans as submitted by us. These are two separate projects. Funding for 
the new building at the Independence Square is not secured and there are no designs. However, the 
comments made by ICOMOS with this regard will be taken into account. 
 

ICOMOS comment: 

 

State Parties’ reaction: 
Because detailed measurements and documentation of the original façades are available the (third) 
option for reconstruction was chosen. 
 

 

 



 

ICOMOS comment: 

 

State Parties’ reaction: 
Budget constraints for the reconstruction of building A and B already results in a smaller footprint for 
building C. Building C will be modified in scale. 
 
The backward extensions of building A and B are already reduced in width by one bay. 
 

ICOMOS comment: 

 

State Parties’ reaction: 
See the attached document Dossier Final Design – English version. Addition 1 – Street Views. 

 

ICOMOS comment: 

 

State Parties’ reaction: 
See the Evaluation report of the World Heritage Property Management Authority in  attachment. 

 

ICOMOS comment: 

 

State Parties’ reaction: 
The parallel project to construct a new building for the National Assembly at Independence Square, does 
not relate to the reconstruction plans as submitted by us. These are two separate projects. Funding for 
the new building at the Independence Square is not secured and there are no designs. However, the 
comments made by ICOMOS with this regard will be taken into account. 
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~ Historisch Paramaribo, Werelderfgoedstad sinds 29 juni 2002~ 

Werelderfgoed Conventie 1972, geratificeerd door Suriname op 23 october 1997  

 

 

COMMENTS ON 

RECONSTRUCTION PLANS PARLIAMENT BUILDING AS PRESENTED ON 

JANUARY 2017 TO THE SITE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 

 
Comments on dossier as presented 

1. In its current form the dossier containing measured drawings and design plans for the 

reconstruction of the Parliament Building is not suitable for an adequate review by 

UNESCO/ICOMOS. A simplified version should be made with a more elaborated English 

summary;  

2. A map indicating the exact location of the construction site within the world heritage 

site is missing; 

3. Besides the English summary all titles of maps should be translated in English as well as 

pages 018 to  025 and 029 to 31;  

4. The dossier should make very clear:   

- Why reconstruction of the two historical buildings (Henck Arronstraat 2-4 and 6) is 

justified? 

- That the reconstruction is actually mainly in steel and concrete and not completely 

in wood;     

- That height and scale of the buildings are identical as their authentic predecessors;  

- That within the IDB financed ‘Paramaribo Urban Rehabilitation Program (PURP), 

only building “A” and “B” along the Henck Arronstraat and “C” will be constructed 

and not the total plan containing the complex of buildings. The other buildings will 

be constructed at a later stage depending on the availability of funds;    

- What the future function or use will be of the buildings to be reconstructed;  

- In case of archaeological chance finds the Archaeological Service of Suriname and 

the Site Management Authority will be immediately contacted for inspection and 

research;  

5. The measured drawings of the buildings to be reconstructed should be better marked 

indicating “Building A” and “Building B”; 

6. For a good comparison, a historical photo of the front façades of the buildings and the 

actual situation should be added to the dossier as well as a few historical images of both 

buildings to indicate the old situation; 

7. The dossier should also be delivered in electronic format; 

mailto:sges@cq-link.sr
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Technical Review 

8. On page 05 under point 4 it is stated that “the face walls of the two old buildings (…) 

should be rebuilt using the original materials”. On page 029 on the contrary, mentioning 

is made that no wooden, but metal sidings will be used. This should however be wooden 

sidings. Answer of architects: Wooden sidings will be used; 

9. It is unclear if piles will be driven into the ground. Answer of architects: There will be no 

pile driving into the ground; 

10. It is unclear what the function/use of the attic floor of Building “B” will be. Answer of 

architects: The attic floor will be use as office space; 

11. It is unclear of which material the front exterior stairway of both buildings will be made.  

Henck Arronstraat 2-4 was made of old bricks and Henck Arronstraat 6 consisted of 

natural stone.  The substructure of both buildings will be constructed with old bricks? 

The wall anchors will return back on the façades of building B? Answer of architects:  

The exterior stairways will be made of concrete but finished off with old bricks and 

natural stone. The substructures will be made of concrete but finished off with old 

bricks. The wall anchors will return on the façades of building B; 

12. The buildings to be reconstructed were two exceptional historical buildings originally 

roofed with tiles and slates. The design however indicates the use of trapezium 

galvanized iron sheets (trapezoidal steel profiles) as roofing material. Why not use tiles 

again? Answer of architects: Slates will be used as roofing material. 

 

Stephen Fokké 

Site Manager Historic Inner City of Paramaribo 

January 22, 2017 
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