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1. World Heritage Property Data  

1.1 - Name of World Heritage Property  

Mount Etna  

1.2 - World Heritage Property Details  

State(s) Party(ies) 

 Italy 

Type of Property 

natural  

Identification Number 

1427  

Year of inscription on the World Heritage List 

2013  

1.3 - Geographic Information Table  

Name Coordinates 
(latitude/longitude) 

Property 
(ha) 

Buffer 
zone (ha) 

Total 
(ha) 

Inscription 
year 

Mount 
Etna 

37.756 / 14.997  19237 26220 45457 2013 

Total (ha) 19237 26220 45457  

1.4 - Map(s)  

Title Date Link to source 

Mount Etna - map of inscribed property 26/06/2013 
 

1.5 - Governmental Institution Responsible for the 
Property  

 Anna Maria Maggiore  
Italian Ministry for Environement, Land and Sea  
Officer  
Directorate for Protecion of Nature and Sea  

1.6 - Property Manager / Coordinator, Local Institution / 
Agency  

 Agata Puglisi  
Mount Etna Regional Park – Sicilian Region  
Mount Etna Park officer and WHS nomination focal 
point  

1.7 - Web Address of the Property (if existing)  

Comment 

http://www.parcoetna.it/ 

1.8 - Other designations / Conventions under which the 
property is protected (if applicable)  

Comment 

Decree of the President of the Sicilian Regional Authority nr 
37, 17 March 1987 (published in G.U.R.S. n. 14, 4 April 1987). 
Under the article 27 of the RL nr 98/81, the Decree 
establishes the Regional Natural Park denominated Parco 
dell’Etna. Decree of the Regional Councillorship for Territory 
and Environment nr 46/GAB, 21 February 2005, (published in 
G.U.R.S. n. 31, 22 July 2005). The Decree establishes Sicilian 
SCIs and SPAs, and related lists. 

2. Statement of Outstanding Universal Value  

2.1 - Statement of Outstanding Universal Value / 
Statement of Significance  

Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 

Brief synthesis 

Mount Etna World Heritage Site (19,237 ha) comprises the 
most strictly protected and scientifically important area of 
Mount Etna, and forms part of the Parco dell’Etna Regional 
Nature Park. Mount Etna is renowned for its exceptional level 
of volcanic activity, and the documentation of its activity over 
at least 2,700 years. Its notoriety, scientific importance, and 
cultural and educational value are of global significance. 
Criterion (viii): Mount Etna is one of the world’s most active 

and iconic volcanoes, and an outstanding example of ongoing 
geological processes and volcanic landforms. The 
stratovolcano is characterized by almost continuous eruptive 
activity from its summit craters and fairly frequent lava flow 
eruptions from craters and fissures on its flanks. This 
exceptional volcanic activity has been documented by humans 
for at least 2,700 years – making it one of the world's longest 
documented records of historical volcanism. The diverse and 
accessible assemblage of volcanic features such as summit 
craters, cinder cones, lava flows, lava caves and the Valle de 
Bove depression have made Mount Etna a prime destination 
for research and education. Today Mount Etna is one of the 
best-studied and monitored volcanoes in the world, and 
continues to influence volcanology, geophysics and other 
earth science disciplines. Mount Etna’s notoriety, scientific 
importance, and cultural and educational value are of global 
significance. 
Integrity 

The boundaries of the property are clearly defined and 
encompass the most outstanding geological features of Mount 
Etna. The property includes very little infrastructure: a few 
forest / mountain tracks, a number of basic mountain shelters 
along the main forest tracks, and over 50 small seismic 
monitoring stations and a scientific observatory. 
A buffer zone of 26,220 ha surrounds the property, including 
parts of Mount Etna Regional Nature Park, and two tourism 
zones. These tourism zones include accommodation (hotels, 
huts), car parks, restaurants, cafes, a cableway, chair and 
drag lifts for ski tourism, information points, and ticket kiosks 
for guided drives, hikes and horse/donkey safaris. 
Protection and management requirements 

The Parco dell’Etna (Etna Park) was established as a 
Regional Nature Park by Decree of the President of the 
Sicilian Regional Authority in May 1987. The property includes 
part of this Park, comprising the zone defined as an integral 
reserve. In addition, nine Natura 2000 sites overlap the 
property to various degrees, providing additional protection for 
77% of the area under European legislation. 
The regulations provided within the Decree provide for 
adequate protection of the key values of the property. Since 
the completion of a land acquisition process in 2010, 97.4% of 
the property’s area is in public ownership (region or 
communities). In contrast, 56.6% of the buffer zone is privately 
owned. 
The management of the property is coordinated by Ente Parco 
dell’ Etna, established as the managing authority of Etna Park 
by Decree of the President of the Sicilian Regional Authority in 
May 1987, working in close cooperation with the Regional 
Authority of State Forests and the Regional Corps of Forest 
Rangers (Corpo Forestale). Management is guided by a long-
term management plan and Triennial Intervention 
Programmes. 

http://whc.unesco.org/download.cfm?id_document=123804
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The property has no permanent population, is free of roads, 
and its use restricted to research and recreation. Vehicle 
access to the limited network of forest and mountain tracks 
appears to be strictly controlled (e.g. through gates and 
fences) and is only permitted for park management purposes 
and authorized activities such as research and organized 4x4 
drives on the main track from the tourism facilities in the buffer 
zone to the INGV observatory. Except for possible 
maintenance of the observatory, no construction projects are 
permitted or planned within the property. Public access to the 
top of Mount Etna may be officially prohibited for safety 
reasons, although this regulation has been difficult to enforce. 
Organized recreational activities such as mountain biking and 
horse / donkey riding require advance authorisation. Although 
they appear to be limited at present, they need to be well 
monitored and managed to avoid negative impacts such as 
erosion and disturbance of wildlife. No dogs are allowed in the 
property and illegal hunting appears to be under control. Low-
intensity grazing is permitted and occurs in parts of the 
property in the summer season. Limited silvicultural 
interventions are implemented in the property to reduce the 
risk from forest fires and maintain access routes. Climate 
change has the potential to increase the risk of forest fires in 
the region and impact the species and communities on Mount 
Etna. Natural hazards resulting from the volcanic activity of the 
property will always pose a risk to certain features and 
facilities of the park and beyond. Strengthened park visitor 
facilities are needed, taking into account best practice and 
lessons learned at other comparable World Heritage 
properties. 

2.2 - The criteria (2005 revised version) under which the 
property was inscribed  

(viii)  

2.3 - Attributes expressing the Outstanding Universal 
Value per criterion  

Mount Etna is one of the world’s most active and iconic 
volcanoes, and an outstanding example of ongoing geological 
processes and volcanic landforms. The stratovolcano is 
characterized by almost continuous eruptive activity from its 
summit craters and fairly frequent lava flow eruptions from 
craters and fissures on its flanks. Her exceptional volcanic 
activity has been documented by humans for at least 2,700 
years making it one of the world's longest documented records 
of historical volcanism. 

2.4 - If needed, please provide details of why the 
Statement of Outstanding Universal Value should be 
revised  

2.5 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to Statement of Outstanding Universal Value  

IUCN recommends the park, regional and national authorities 
work together with relevant funding and technical partners in 
order to enhance the visitor experience of the property. 
Encourages the State Party improve the integration of the 
property and its buffer zone into the wider landscape to 
improve the prospects for sustainable development of the 
region, including through possible adoption of experience from 
the UNESCO Man and Biosphere Programme. 

3. Factors Affecting the Property  

3.14. Other factor(s)  

3.14.1 - Other factor(s)  
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3.15. Factors Summary Table  

3.15.1 - Factors summary table  

  Name Impact Origin 

3.3 Services Infrastructures 

3.3.2  Renewable energy facilities 
 

   
 

   
  

3.8 Social/cultural uses of heritage 

3.8.2  Society's valuing of heritage 
 

      
   

3.8.4  Changes in traditional ways of life and knowledge system 
 

      
   

3.8.5  Identity, social cohesion, changes in local population and community 
 

   
    

3.11 Sudden ecological or geological events 

3.11.1  Volcanic eruption 
 

   
    

3.11.2  Earthquake 
 

      
   

3.13 Management and institutional factors 

3.13.1  Low impact research / monitoring activities 
 

   
    

3.13.3  Management activities 
 

   
    

Legend 
Current Potential Negative  Positive  Inside  Outside  

3.16. Assessment of current negative factors  

3.16.1 - Assessment of current negative factors  

No factor is both current and negative. 
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3.17. Comments, conclusions and / or 
recommendations related to factors affecting the 
property  

3.17.1 - Comments  

The impact on the attributes that express the Outstanding 
Universal Value is insignificant. 

4. Protection, Management and Monitoring of the 
Property  

4.1. Boundaries and Buffer Zones  

4.1.1 - Buffer zone status  

There is a buffer zone 

4.1.2 - Are the boundaries of the World Heritage property 
adequate to maintain the property's Outstanding 
Universal Value?  

The boundaries of the World Heritage property are adequate 

to maintain the property's Outstanding Universal Value 

4.1.3 - Are the buffer zone(s) of the World Heritage 
property adequate to maintain the property's Outstanding 
Universal Value?  

The buffer zones of the World Heritage property are adequate 

to maintain the property's Outstanding Universal Value 

4.1.4 - Are the boundaries of the World Heritage property 
known?  

The boundaries of the World Heritage property are known by 
both the management authority and local residents / 
communities / landowners. 

4.1.5 - Are the buffer zones of the World Heritage property 
known?  

The buffer zones of the World Heritage property are known 

by both the management authority and local residents / 
communities / landowners. 

4.1.6 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to boundaries and buffer zones of the World 
Heritage property  

Etna Park administration still works to implementation several 
general information panels. 

4.2. Protective Measures  

4.2.1 - Protective designation (legal, regulatory, 
contractual, planning, institutional and / or traditional)  

Parco dell’Etna was established as a Regional Nature Park by 

Decree of the President of the Sicilian Regional Authority in 
March 1987. The Decree defined the boundaries of the park, 
subdivided the park area into four general zones, and 
determined the activities permitted / prohibited in each zone. 
The four zones are: A (integral reserve), B (general reserve), 
C (protection) and D (control). The property encompasses 
only the most strictly protected part (Zone A) of Etna Park. In 
addition, nine Natura 2000 sites overlap the property to 
various degrees, providing additional protection for 77% of the 
nominated area under European legislation. 

The regulations provided within the Decree provide for 
adequate protection of the key values of the property. Since 
the completion of a land acquisition process in 2010, 97.4% of 
the property’s area is in public ownership (region or 
communities). The remaining 2.6% (500 ha) is in private 
ownership and still used as traditional pistachio groves. In 
contrast, 56.6% of the buffer zone is privately owned. 

4.2.2 - Is the legal framework (i.e. legislation and / or 
regulation) adequate for maintaining the Outstanding 
Universal Value including conditions of Integrity and / or 
Authenticity of the property?  

The legal framework for the maintenance of the Outstanding 
Universal Value including conditions of Authenticity and / or 
Integrity of the World Heritage property provides an adequate 
or better basis for effective management and protection 

4.2.3 - Is the legal framework (i.e. legislation and / or 
regulation) adequate in the buffer zone for maintaining 
the Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Integrity and / or Authenticity of the property?  

An adequate legal framework for the maintenance of the 
Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Authenticity and / or Integrity of the World Heritage property 
exists but there are some deficiencies in implementation 

4.2.4 - Is the legal framework (i.e. legislation and / or 
regulation) adequate in the area surrounding the World 
Heritage property and buffer zone for maintaining the 
Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Integrity and / or Authenticity of the property?  

The legal framework for the area surrounding the World 
Heritage property and the buffer zone provides an adequate 
or better basis for effective management and protection of 

the property, contributing to the maintenance of its 
Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Authenticity and / or Integrity 

4.2.5 - Can the legislative framework (i.e. legislation and / 
or regulation) be enforced?  

There is acceptable capacity / resources to enforce legislation 

and / or regulation in the World Heritage property but some 
deficiencies remain 

4.2.6 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to protective measures  

4.3. Management System / Management Plan  

4.3.1 - Management System  

Etna Park is managed by a regional and non-economic public 
agency, subject to the supervision of the Regional 
councillorship for Territory and Environment, which it is part of. 
The management of the property is then coordinated by Ente 
Parco dell’ Etna and carried out first and foremost according to 
the regulations of Parco dell’Etna provided in the Decree of 
the President of the Sicilian Regional Authority in March 1987. 
Ente Parco dell’ Etna was established as the managing 
authority of Etna Park by Decree of the President of the 
Sicilian Regional Authority in May 1987. The management 
authority is led by the park president, or commissioner, who is 
Ente Parco’s legal representative, appointed by the President 
of the Sicilian Regional Authority, and chairs the Park Council. 
The Park Council, a political body, includes the President of 
the Catania Provincial Authority and the mayors of the 20 
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towns that have a share in the park’s territory. The park’s 
Executive Committee, a technical body, is in charge of 
decisions concerning the park’s budget, administration and 
management. The park director leads the day-to-day 
administration and management of Etna Park. The park 
receives technical and scientific advice from the Regional 
Advisory Body on Natural Heritage Protection (Consiglio 
Regionale per la Protezione del Patrimonio Naturale, 
CRPPN). Ente Parco manages the park, including the 

nominated property, in close cooperation with the Regional 
Authority of State Forests and the Regional Corps of Forest 
Rangers (Corpo Forestale). 
The management of Etna Park, including the property, is 
guided by a long-term management plan and Triennial 
Intervention Programmes. Presently, the Triennial Program 
Italy – Mount Etna 2011/2013 is in force. 
Ente Parco receives its annual core funding from the Sicilian 
Regional Authority. From 2006 to 2011, this support amounted 
to circa 4.5 million Euros per year, covering personnel and 
core management cost. In addition, Ente Parco receives 
substantial support from other sources including the Italian 
State and European Union, for management activities and 
interventions. 

Comment 

The current Triennial Program in force is 2013/2015 and the 
triennial Program related to 2014/2016 has been adopted. 

4.3.2 - Management Documents  

Comment 

Triennial Program Italy – Mount Etna in force is 2013/2015 
Triennial Program Italy – Mount Etna 2014/2016 has been 
adopted but still lacks final approval.  

4.3.3 - How well do the various levels of administration 
(i.e. national / federal; regional / provincial / state; local / 
municipal etc.) coordinate in the management of the 
World Heritage Property ?  

There is coordination between the range of administrative 
bodies / levels involved in the management of the property but 
it could be improved 

4.3.4 - Is the management system / plan adequate to 
maintain the property's Outstanding Universal Value ?  

The management system / plan is fully adequate to maintain 

the property's Outstanding Universal Value 

4.3.5 - Is the management system being implemented?  

The management system is being fully implemented and 

monitored 

4.3.6 - Is there an annual work / action plan and is it being 
implemented?  

An annual work / action plan exists and many activities are 

being implemented 

4.3.7 - Please rate the cooperation / relationship with 
World Heritage property managers / coordinators / staff of 
the following  

Local communities / residents Fair  

Local / Municipal authorities Fair  

Indigenous peoples Fair  

Landowners Fair  

Visitors Fair  

Researchers Good  

Tourism industry Fair  

Industry Fair  

4.3.8 - If present, do local communities resident in or near 
the World Heritage property and / or buffer zone have 
input in management decisions that maintain the 
Outstanding Universal Value?  

Local communities have some input into discussions relating 

to management but no direct role in management 

4.3.9 - If present, do indigenous peoples resident in or 
regularly using the World Heritage property and / or buffer 
zone have input in management decisions that maintain 
the Outstanding Universal Value?  

Indigenous peoples have some input into discussions relating 

to management but no direct role 

4.3.10 - Is there cooperation with industry (i.e. forestry, 
mining, agriculture, etc.) regarding the management of 
the World Heritage property, buffer zone and / or area 
surrounding the World Heritage property and buffer 
zone?  

There is contact but only some cooperation with industry 

regarding the management of the World Heritage property, 
buffer zone and / or area surrounding the World Heritage 
property and buffer zone 

4.3.11 - Comments, conclusions and / or 
recommendations related to human resources, expertise 
and training  

4.3.12 - Please report any significant changes in the legal 
status and / or contractual / traditional protective 
measures and management arrangements for the World 
Heritage property since inscription or the last Periodic 
report  

A new president of Mt. Etna Park has been appointed by 
Decree of the President of the Sicilian Regional Authority 
(D.P. 10 April 2013 n. 80), mrs. Antonietta Maria Mazzaglia. 

4.4. Financial and Human Resources  

4.4.1 - Costs related to conservation, based on the 
average of last five years (relative percentage of the 
funding sources)  

Multilateral funding (GEF, World Bank, etc) 0% 

International donations (NGO´s, foundations, etc) 0% 

Governmental (National / Federal) 8% 

Governmental (Regional / Provincial / State) 89% 

Governmental (Local / Municipal) 0% 

In country donations (NGO´s, foundations, etc) 0% 

Individual visitor charges (e.g. entry, parking, camping fees, etc.) 1% 

Commercial operator payments (e.g. filming permit, concessions, 
etc.) 

0% 

Other grants 2% 

4.4.2 - International Assistance received from the World 
Heritage Fund (USD)  

Comment 

We haven't received any international assistance from the 
World Heritage Fund. 
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4.4.3 - Is the current budget sufficient to manage the 
World Heritage property effectively?  

The available budget is inadequate for basic management 

needs and presents a serious constraint to the capacity to 
manage 

4.4.4 - Are the existing sources of funding secure and 
likely to remain so?  

Existing sources of funding are not secure 

4.4.5 - Does the World Heritage property provide 
economic benefits to local communities (e.g. income, 
employment)?  

There is some flow of economic benefits to local communities 

4.4.6 - Are available resources such as equipment, 
facilities and infrastructure sufficient to meet 
management needs?  

There are some adequate equipment and facilities, but 
deficiencies in at least one key area constrain management 

at the World Heritage property 

4.4.7 - Are resources such as equipment, facilities and 
infrastructure adequately maintained?  

There is basic maintenance of equipment and facilities 

4.4.8 - Comments, conclusion, and / or recommendations 
related to finance and infrastructure  

4.4.9 - Distribution of employees involved in managing the 
World Heritage property (% of total)  

Full-time 100% 

Part-time 0% 

4.4.10 - Distribution of employees involved in managing 
the World Heritage property (% of total)  

Permanent 100% 

Seasonal 0% 

4.4.11 - Distribution of employees involved in managing 
the World Heritage property (% of total)  

Paid 100% 

Volunteer 0% 

4.4.12 - Are available human resources adequate to 
manage the World Heritage property?  

A range of human resources exist, but these are below 
optimum to manage the World Heritage Property. 

4.4.13 - Considering the management needs of the World 
Heritage property, please rate the availability of 
professionals in the following disciplines  

Research and monitoring Good  

Promotion Fair  

Community outreach Fair  

Interpretation Fair  

Education Fair  

Visitor management Fair  

Conservation Good  

Administration Fair  

Risk preparedness Good  

Tourism Fair  

Enforcement (custodians, police) Fair  

4.4.14 - Please rate the availability of training 
opportunities for the management of the World Heritage 
property in the following disciplines  

Research and monitoring High  

Promotion Medium  

Community outreach Medium  

Interpretation Medium  

Education High  

Visitor management Medium  

Conservation High  

Administration Medium  

Risk preparedness High  

Tourism Medium  

Enforcement (custodians, police) Medium  

4.4.15 - Do the management and conservation 
programmes at the World Heritage property help develop 
local expertise?  

A capacity development plan or programme is in place and 
partially implemented; some technical skills are being 
transferred to those managing the property locally but most 
of the technical work is carried out by external staff 

4.4.16 - Comments, conclusions and / or 
recommendations related to human resources, expertise 
and training  

We need more human resources to effectively manage the 
property. In particular: technical staff (geologist, 
geomorphologist and volcanologist) as an integral part of the 
management team; zoologist, botanist, professional forester 
for the improvement of the prospects for sustainable 
development of the region, including through possible 
adoption of experience from the UNESCO Man and Biosphere 
Programme. 

4.5. Scientific Studies and Research Projects  

4.5.1 - Is there adequate knowledge (scientific or 
traditional) about the values of the World Heritage 
property to support planning, management and decision-
making to ensure that Outstanding Universal Value is 
maintained?  

Knowledge about the values of the World Heritage property is 
sufficient 

4.5.2 - Is there a planned programme of research at the 
property which is directed towards management needs 
and / or improving understanding of Outstanding 
Universal Value?  

There is a comprehensive, integrated programme of 
research, which is relevant to management needs and / or 

improving understanding of Outstanding Universal Value 

4.5.3 - Are results from research programmes 
disseminated?  

Research results are shared widely with the local, national 

and international audiences 
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4.5.4 - Please provide details (i.e. authors, title, and web 
link) of papers published about the World Heritage 
property since the last Periodic Report  

http://www.ct.ingv.it/it/biblioteca-rittmann.html at INGV 
Catania. 

4.5.5 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to scientific studies and research projects  

We encourage research and monitoring of the values with 
technical staff of INGV -CATANIA (such as geologists, 
geophisics, and volcanologists, geochemists)  

4.6. Education, Information and Awareness 
Building  

4.6.1 - At how many locations is the World Heritage 
emblem displayed at the property?  

In one location and easily visible to visitors 

4.6.2 - Please rate the awareness and understanding of 
the existence and justification for inscription of the World 
Heritage property amongst the following groups  

Local communities / residents Average  

Local / Municipal authorities within or adjacent to the 
property 

Average  

Local Indigenous peoples Not applicable 

Local landowners Average  

Visitors Average  

Tourism industry Average  

Local businesses and industries Average  

4.6.3 - Is there a planned education and awareness 
programme linked to the values and management of the 
World Heritage property?  

There is a planned education and awareness programme but 
it only partly meets the needs and could be improved 

4.6.4 - What role, if any, has designation as a World 
Heritage property played with respect to education, 
information and awareness building activities?  

World Heritage status has influenced education, information 
and awareness building activities, but it could be improved 

4.6.5 - How well is the information on Outstanding 
Universal Value of the property presented and 
interpreted?  

The Outstanding Universal Value of the property is adequately 
presented and interpreted but improvements could be made 

4.6.6 - Please rate the adequacy for education, 
information and awareness building of the following 
visitor facilities and services at the World Heritage 
property  

Visitor centre Not provided 
but needed  

Site museum Adequate  

Information booths Not provided 
but needed  

Guided tours Adequate  

Trails / routes Poor  

Information materials Not provided 
but needed  

Transportation facilities Not provided 
but needed  

Other Not needed 

4.6.7 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to education, information and awareness building  

Public procedure of contract in progress: Information 
materials, World Heritage emblem in several locations easily 
visible, panels with brief synthesis of geological aspects in 
several points.  

4.7. Visitor Management  

4.7.1 - Please provide the trend in annual visitation for the 
last five years  

Last year Static  

Two years ago Static  

Three years ago Static  

Four years ago Static  

Five years ago Static  

4.7.2 - What information sources are used to collect trend 
data on visitor statistics?  

Accommodation establishments 

Transportation services 

Tourism industry 

Visitor surveys 

Other 

4.7.3 - Visitor management documents  

4.7.4 - Is there an appropriate visitor use management 
plan (e.g. specific plan) for the World Heritage property 
which ensures that its Outstanding Universal Value is 
maintained?  

Visitor use of the World Heritage property is managed 
but improvements could be made 

4.7.5 - Does the tourism industry contribute to improving 
visitor experiences and maintaining the values of the 
World Heritage property?  

There is limited co-operation between those responsible for 

the World Heritage property and the tourism industry to 
present the Outstanding Universal Value and increase 
appreciation 

4.7.6 - If fees (i.e. entry charges, permits) are collected, do 
they contribute to the management of the World Heritage 
property?  

No fees are collected 

4.7.7 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to visitor use of the World Heritage property  

There are regulations in the Decree and other regulations 
related to visitor use. 

4.8. Monitoring  

4.8.1 - Is there a monitoring programme at the property 
which is directed towards management needs and / or 
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improving understanding of Outstanding Universal 
Value?  

There is considerable monitoring but it is not directed 
towards management needs and / or improving 

understanding of Outstanding Universal Value 

4.8.2 - Are key indicators for measuring the state of 
conservation used to monitor how the Outstanding 
Universal Value of the property is maintained?  

Information on the values of the World Heritage property is 
sufficient and key indicators have been defined 
but monitoring the status of indicators could be improved 

4.8.3 - Please rate the level of involvement in monitoring 
of the following groups  

World Heritage managers / coordinators and staff Average  

Local / Municipal authorities Poor  

Local communities Poor  

Researchers Excellent  

NGOs Average  

Industry Not applicable 

Local indigenous peoples Not applicable 

4.8.4 - Has the State Party implemented relevant 
recommendations arising from the World Heritage 
Committee?  

Implementation is underway 

4.8.5 - Please provide comments relevant to the 
implementation of recommendations from the World 
Heritage Committee  

Etna Park administation still works together with technical 
partners in order to enhance the visitor experience of the 
property. This should include improvements to the 
environmental education and ecotourism facilities in the 
property, and tourism facilities in the buffer zone and wider 
park area. An economic agreement with Funivia dell'Etna 
(Etna cableway) is underway. 

4.8.6 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to monitoring  

Etna Park administration still works to the integration of the 
property and its buffer zone into the wider landscape, to 
recognize and promote existing education, monitoring, 
research and training activities. Etna park admistration has 
communicated to the State Party its intention to partecipate in 
UNESCO Man and Biosphere Programme. 

4.9. Identification of Priority Management Needs  

4.9.1 - Please select the top 6 managements needs for the 
property (if more than 6 are listed below)  

Please refer to question 5.2 
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5. Summary and Conclusions  

5.1. Summary - Factors affecting the Property  

5.1.1 - Summary - Factors affecting the Property  

No factor is both current and negative. 

5.2. Summary - Management Needs  

5.2.2 - Summary - Management Needs  

4.4 Financial and Human Resources 

 Actions Timeframe Lead agency (and others 
involved) 

More info / comment 

4.4.3 The budget is 
inadequate for 
management 
needs 

Etna Park is asking for financial 
resources for management..  

2014  Regional government  Financial resources for 
management needs come from 
regional government.  

4.4.4 Existing 
sources of 
funding are 
not secure 

Funding has been requested.  2014  Regional government  no comments  
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5.3. Conclusions on the State of Conservation of 
the Property  

5.3.1 - Current state of Authenticity  

Not applicable (for sites inscribed exclusively under criteria vii 

to x) 

5.3.2 - Current state of Integrity  

The integrity of the World Heritage property is intact 

5.3.3 - Current state of the World Heritage property’s 
Outstanding Universal Value  

The World Heritage property’s Outstanding Universal Value 
has been maintained. 

5.3.4 - Current state of the property's other values  

Other important cultural and / or natural values and the state 
of conservation of the World Heritage property are 
predominantly intact 

5.4. Additional comments on the State of 
Conservation of the Property  

5.4.1 - Comments  

Integrity is maintained by constant and permanent volcanic 
activity. 

6. World Heritage Status and Conclusions on 
Periodic Reporting Exercise  

6.1 - Please rate the impacts of World Heritage status of 
the property in relation to the following areas  

Conservation Very positive  

Research and monitoring Very positive  

Management effectiveness Positive  

Quality of life for local communities and indigenous 
peoples 

No impact  

Recognition Positive  

Education Positive  

Infrastructure development No impact  

Funding for the property No impact  

International cooperation Positive  

Political support for conservation No impact  

Legal / Policy framework No impact  

Lobbying No impact  

Institutional coordination Positive  

Security No impact  

Other (please specify) Not applicable 

6.2 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to World Heritage status  

6.3 - Entities involved in the preparation of this Section of 
the Periodic Report  

Site Manager/Coordinator/World Heritage property staff 

6.4 - Was the Periodic Reporting questionnaire easy to 
use and clearly understandable?  

yes 

6.5 - Please provide suggestions for improvement of the 
Periodic Reporting questionnaire  

6.6 - Please rate the level of support for completing the 
Periodic Report questionnaire from the following entities  

UNESCO Good  

State Party Representative Very good  

Advisory Body Fair  

6.7 - How accessible was the information required to 
complete the Periodic Report?  

Most of the required information was accessible 

6.8 - The Periodic Reporting process has improved the 
understanding of the following  

The concept of Outstanding Universal Value 

The property's Outstanding Universal Value 

The concept of Integrity and / or Authenticity 

The property's Integrity and / or Authenticity 

Managing the property to maintain the Outstanding Universal Value 

Monitoring and reporting 

6.9 - Please rate the follow-up to conclusions and 
recommendations from previous Periodic Reporting 
exercise by the following entities  

UNESCO Not Applicable 

State Party Not Applicable 

Site Managers Not Applicable 

Advisory Bodies Not Applicable 

6.10 - Summary of actions that will require formal 
consideration by the World Heritage Committee  

Automatically generated in online version 

6.11 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to the Assessment of the Periodic Reporting 
exercise  


