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HUNGARY

Millenary Benedictine Abbey of
Pannonhalma and its Natural
Environment

Brief description

The first Benedictine monks settled here in 996.
They went on to convert the Hungarians, to found
the country's first school and, in 1055, to write the
first document in Hungarian. From the time of its
founding, this monastic community has promoted
culture throughout central Europe. Its 1,000-year
history can be seen in the succession of
architectural styles of the monastic buildings (the
oldest dating from 1224), which still today house a
school and the monastic community.

1. Introduction
Year(s) of Inscription 1996
Agency responsible for site management

Pannonhalmi Bencés F&apatsag
Benedictine Abbey of Pannonhalma
9090 — Pannonhalma

Varu. 1.

Hungary

2. Statement of Significance

Inscription Criteria C (iv), (vi)

Justification provided by the State Party

Le monastére de [lordre de Saint-Benoit a
Pannonhalma, qui domine doucement le paysage
pannon riche en trésors naturels, représente un
ensemble original et indissociable.

L’'ensemble des batiments - construit durant un
millénaire - porte les marques ineffacables du
destin européen et en méme temps profondément
hongrois de cette communauté monastique aussi
bien que de I'histoire et de la culture hongroises

iii. Le fait que I'ensemble des batiments soit un
conglomérat de périodes et de styles architecturaux
successifs et que l'histoire de sa construction reste
visible encore aujourd’hui, lui assure une spécificité
unique.

Par une chance exceptionnelle, ni les orages de
I'histoire, ni les élans de reconstruction n’ont
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anéanti complétement les créations des époques
antérieures (comme c’était le cas a Melk p.ex.)

vi. Conformément a l'intention du prince fondateur,
le monastére érigé en I'honneur de Saint Martin de
Tours devint la téte de pont orientale de la culture
médiévale européenne, et le point de départ de la
culture et de I'état chrétiens hongrois en méme
temps.

Ce fut dans ce monastére que commenca a
fonctionner la premiére école hongroise, que le
premier livre fut copié dans le scriptorium du
monastére, et que les premiers mots hongrois
furent mis sur papier en 1055 par un moine
bénédictin dans 'acte de fondation de I'abbaye de
Tihany.

Au cours des siecles, le monastére joua un rble de
plus en plus important dans la diffusion de la
culture. A part les étudiants de [I'académie
théologique, 360 jeunes lycéens font leurs études a
l'intérieur de I'abbaye.

Les lieux de culte inscrits sur la liste du patrimoine
mondial prouvent qu’a I'approche de la fin de notre
siécle et du deuxiéme millénaire une communauté
spirituelle au service de ses prochains continue a
représenter une valeur spécifique, pas moins qu’'un
paysage exceptionnel ou la création humaine.

Il'y a des liens spéciaux entre Pannonhalma et les
monastéres du Mont Saint-Michel et de Saint-Gall.
Pannonhalma ne fut jamais, comme ceux-la,
protégé par une situation géographique spéciale,
aussi vit-il ses murs détruits a plusieurs reprises.
Mais le monastére se repeupla chaque fois et,
survivant a la dissolution des ordres religieux dans
les années 50, il représente toujours un symbole
unique de la culture européenne et de lidentité
hongroise.

L’'abbaye bénédictine du Mont Saint-Michel célébra
son millénaire en 1966; Pannonhalma le célébrera
en 1996. Une partie importante des batiments du
Mont Saint-Michel date du 13éme siéecle; de la
méme époque donc que l'église de Pannonhalma.
Les deux monastéres sont des centres spirituels et
des lieux de pélerinage nationaux animés par des
moines bénédictins. Quant a son environnement
naturel, Pannonhalma ne peut pas soutenir la
comparaison avec l'lle aussi originalement située
qui attire des centaines de milliers de visiteurs, bien
que Pannonhalma, de par son esprit, s’éleva
toujours au-dessus de son environnement, sans
toutefois en étre jamais séparé.

Les Hongrois entretinrent toujours des rapports
étroits avec le monastére Saint-Gall. Le monastére
suisse, pareil au hongrois, représenta pendant des
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sieécles l'unique lieu de la vie spirituelle dans sa
région. Un livre exégétique, qui est la premiére
ceuvre écrite en langue germanique, existait déja
depuis plus d’'un siécle et demi quand les Hongrois,
encore paiens, ravagerent le monastére au milieu
du 10°™ siécle; histoire qui fut racontée dans les
chroniques rédigées par les moines de Saint-Gall
eux-mémes. La riche bibliothéque du monastére de
Saint-Gall fondée au 9°™ siécle n’était plus qu’un
héritage culturel exceptionnel dans [I'ancien
monastére de la communauté bénédictine dissolue
en 1804, lorsqu’aprés quinze ans de sécularisation,
la communauté monastique, I'école, le centre
spirituel et la bibliothéque d’'une grande renommée
méritée furent réorganisés a Pannonhalma.

As provided in ICOMOS evaluation

That this property be inscribed on the World
Heritage List on the basis of criteria (iv) and (vi):

The Monastery of Pannonhalma and its
surroundings illustrate in an exceptional manner the
structure and setting of an early Christian
monastery that has evolved over a thousand years
of continuous use. Its location and the early date of
its foundation bear unique witness to the
propagation and continuity of Christianity in central
Europe.

Committee Decision

Session (1996): The Committee decided to inscribe
the nominated property on the basis of cultural
criteria (iv) and (vi) considering that the site is of
outstanding universal value illustrating in an
exceptional manner the structure and setting of an
early Christian Monastery that has evolved over a
thousand years of continuous use. Its location and
the early date of its foundation bear unique witness
to the propagation and continuity of Christianity in
Central Europe. This nomination called the
attention to the importance of the Benedictine
Monks who had been working towards peace
among countries and among its people and
therefore clearly reflects the spirit of UNESCO’s
Constitution.

e Statement of significance adequately defines
the outstanding universal value of the site
¢ No change required

Boundaries and Buffer Zone

e Status of boundaries of the site: adequate

o Buffer zone: adequate

e No change to buffer zone proposed by State
Party
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Status of Authenticity/Integrity
e World Heritage site values have been
maintained

3. Protection

Legislative and Administrative Arrangements

e Agreements: Given that this is a Protected
Area of Monumental Significance (PAMS) and
monumental environment the National Office
of Cultural Heritage delivers licences for any
renovation or restoration activity.

e Laws: The national legislation concerning
cultural heritage protection obligates the
proprietors of the site. The inscribed area is
protected as an area of monumental
significance by the Act LXIV of 2001
on the protection of cultural heritage (32.
paragraph), as well as by the 16/2001 (X. 18.)
and.by the 7/2005 (111.1) ministerial decrees.

e The protection arrangements are considered
sufficiently effective

Actions proposed:

e Development in management undertaken by
the Municipality of Pannonhalma and the
Investment Department of the Benedictine
Abbey

4. Management

Use of site/property
¢ Religious use, secondary education, and visitor
attraction

Management /Administrative Body

e Steering group: formally constituted in 01/1997;

e Site manager: responsibilities have been added
to another job (site management is shared by
the Abbey, the State Party, Municipality and
private owners)

e Levels of public authority who are primarily
involved with the management of the site:
national, local

e The current management system is sufficiently
effective

Actions proposed:
e Preparation of the management plan, foreseen
as a 6 month process

5. Management Plan

e No information provided by State Party;
preparation of a management plan is underway
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6. Financial Resources

Financial situation

e Budget sources: financing drawn in from
Ministry of National Cultural Heritage, Prime
Minister’s Office; further details not provided;

o Insufficient

7. Staffing Levels

e number of staff: 20

Rate of access to adequate professional staff
across the following disciplines:

e (Good: interpretation,  education, visitor
management

e Average: conservation, management,
promotion

8. Sources of Expertise and Training in
Conservation and Management
Techniques

e Museum conservation facilities: Polyglot
guides work on the site, who are instructed of
the special information on the site. For the
purposes of conservation and management,
the archives, the archives of photos, plans and
the library are accessible

¢ Training on site management: not provided

9. Visitor Management

o Visitor statistics: number not given, counted by
admission ticket

e Trend: decrease in last five years. This is
perhaps due to a decrease in student and
pensioner visitors. However, foreign visitors
have increased

o Visitor facilities: visitor centre, gift shops, public
facilities, restaurant, wine-tasting shop

e Visitor needs: none

10. Scientific Studies

e Studies related to the value of the site,
archaeological surveys, visitor management,
transportation surveys

e Studies used for: background for restoration
work, development planning and tourism
planning

e Other: the library contains 350,000 books in
many research areas
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11. Education, Information and Awareness
Building

e An adequate number of signs referring to World
Heritage site

e World Heritage Convention Emblem used on
some publications

e Adequate awareness of World Heritage among:
visitors, local authorities

e Need for awareness raising: need more
presence of the WH logo on publications and
souvenir items

o Events: conferences regarding World Heritage;

e Web site available: through Culture and
Tourism Directorate of the Abbey

e Local participation: steps have been taken in
this area

12. Factors affecting the Property (State of
Conservation)

Reactive monitoring reports
o N/A

Conservation interventions

e Conservation: restoration projects on the
basilica and surrounding grounds, monastery
entrance buildings, and Ladykin Chapel

e Present state of conservation: good

Threats and Risks to site

e Visitor and tourism pressures

e Specific issues: managing the number of
tourists, which increased greatly after the site
was inscribed

e Emergency measures planned: ‘managing the
increased number of tourists’ Qualitative
modifications in hosting and the enlargement
of products’ [direct quote]

13. Monitoring

¢ No formal monitoring programme exists
e Measures planned: to address monitoring in the
management plan

14. Conclusions and Recommended

Actions

e Main benefits of WH status: conservation,
economic factors

o Strengths of management: specific restoration
projects were completed

e Weaknesses of management: none provided
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Future actions:

e To prepare a management plan. This will
include monitoring criteria and is foreseen as a
6 month process



