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Chapter 1

Purpose of the Comprehensive
Preservation and Management Plan
1. Outline of plan development
e nominated property, ‘Hidden Christian Sites

whole, in conjuction with their surrounding en-

in the Nagasaki Region’ is an outstanding testi-

vironments.

mony to the unique religious tradition nurtured

erefore, the Comprehensive Preserva-

by Hidden Christians in the Nagasaki region

tion and Management Plan will be comprehen-

who secretly practised their Christian faith de-

sively applied to ensure the integrated protection

spite a ban on Christianity. Most of the prop-

of the components for future generations.

erty’s components are located in small, outlying

a) Legal protection, preservation,
and management of the components of the nominated property

areas separated by the sea in the Nagasaki region. For local residents and the relevant religious communities, these sites are strongly and
intimately connected with their living environments and religious culture. ey are living heritage sites that have been maintained to date by

All of the components are protected under laws

means painstaking eﬀort within the villages

and regulations, including the Law for the Pro-

themselves, demonstrating an enduring spiritu-

tection of Cultural Properties. eir protection

ality.

is to be continued under such laws and regulae nominated property is not simply a

tions, with their preservation and utilisation

group of such sites—rather, its components form

being realised in accordance with preservation

an interrelated unit, sharing a common environ-

and management plans that have been estab-

mental, historical, and cultural context. e

lished for each of the components.

value of the individual components will surely

In addition, the various natural and cul-

be passed to future generations by implementa-

tural elements exist within the surrounding

tion of the preservation and management plans

landscapes that are integrated with the compo-

established for each of them, but in order to con-

nents and maintained by local residents. Taking

serve and pass on the Outstanding Universal

this into account, buﬀer zones have been estab-

Value of the nominated property, which is based

lished to ensure the collective conservation of

on the mutual relationship among the compo-

the components and their surrounding land-

nents, it is necessary to clarify the conditions,

scapes. Within these buﬀer zones, the aforemen-

methods, and implementation systems for an in-

tioned environments will be maintained and

tegrated conservation of the components as a

conserved as suitable for World Heritage sites
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under various relevant laws, regulations, and

peninsulas in the Nagasaki region. Depopulation

systems including the Landscape Act and the

is further progressing in these areas, while the

Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

issue of a decreasing and aging population is an

b) Enhancement of the surrounding
landscapes in harmony with the
components and orderly presentation

urgent problem throughout Japan. erefore,
necessary measures have been put in place to
maintain both the components and the surrounding regional society.
In order for the value of the nominated
property to be passed down to future genera-

e components bear testimony to the unique

tions and so that on going management and

culture and history nurtured by people living

maintenance will not become increasingly diﬃ-

within characteristic locations and natural envi-

cult, it is necessary to take long-term measures

ronments. ey are also places where people

to revitalise the activities of local residents and

continue to live their daily lives and practice a

local industries. therefore, national, prefectural,

faith inherited by local communities together

and municipal governments will actively

with the surrounding landscapes. Eﬀorts will

strengthen ties and work cooperatively with pri-

continue to promote enhancement of the sur-

vate companies and local communities to ensure

rounding landscapes in harmony with the com-

the protection, preservation, management, pres-

ponents and to transmit the Outstanding

entation, and utilisation of the nominated prop-

Universal Value of the components as a whole to

erty.

others in an easy-to-understand manner.

d ) Preservation and management
system soperated jointly by the
owners and regional stakeholders

Furthermore, the realisation of orderly
presentation will also be pursued by taking
measures to receive visitors appropriately, so that
neither the Outstanding Universal Value of the
nominated property nor the daily livelihoods or
faith of local residents will be negatively im-

To ensure that all stakeholders share a common

pacted by any increase in the number of visitors

awareness of the Outstanding Universal Value of

resulting from inscription on the World Heritage

the nominated property, the World Heritage

List.

Preservation and Utilisation Council was estab-

c) Promotion of sustainable development of regional society

lished in 2014 in order to act as a joint management system and jointly implement protection,
preservation, management, presentation, and
utilisation measures for the components. is

Many of the components are located in under-

Council plays a major role in the implementa-

populated areas, such as remote islands and

tion of the Comprehensive Preservation and
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Management Plan. e content of the Plan will

property, it is important to understand the state

be reviewed by this Council as necessary, ac-

of conservation of the components and their

cording to circumstances, so that implementa-

buﬀer zones and to coordinate any further de-

tion of the Plan will be able to continue on a

velopment and changes from a long-term per-

long-term basis.

spective. Appropriate monitoring indicators will

Furthermore, as many of the components

be established to ensure periodic feedback.

are villages and other sites that have been formed

When any issues relevant to the protection

by and based around the daily life and religious

of the components are noted as a result of the

faith maintained in local communities, all the

monitoring, the stakeholders will share informa-

stakeholders, including the owners of the com-

tion and promptly implement necessary meas-

ponents, local residents, relevant organisations

ures to address them. Subsequently, the results

and religious communities, as well as govern-

of these measures will be reviewed, and if any

ment oﬃcials will, jointly carry out the Plan

problems are discovered, new plans will be pre-

while sharing information.

pared in accordance with this monitoring system.
Measures to address issues are categorised

e ) Mechanism for monitoring and
improvement

into short- and long-term initiatives, in terms of
their target years, and they will be systematically
implemented in order to eliminate adverse
causes and negative impacts.

In order to maintain the value of the nominated

d) Preservation and management systems operated jointly by the owners and regional stakeholders

Protection of the
Outstanding Universal Value of
the nominated
property

a) Legal protection, preservation and
management of the nominated property

●
●

the components
of the nominated
property

●
●
●

Protection
Regulation according to preservation and management plans and
Conservation
related laws
Management
Presentation b) Enhancement of the surrounding
landscapes in harmony with the
Utilisation
nominated property and orderly
presentation

c) Promotion of sustainable development of regional society
[Maintenance of livelihood and culture]

e) Mechanism for
monitoring and
improvements

Figure 1-001 Framework for the integrated preservation of the components of the nominated property
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2. Regional characteristics
e components of the nominated property are
located on remote islands and peninsulas, reflecting their historical background, and they are
widely distributed throughout two prefectures,
six cities, and two towns. Most of the components are within villages that are located in small,
remote areas that maintain a tranquil atmosphere.
e components constitute a living heritage that has been formed and nurtured by local
residents in close association with their local environments and cultures. e villages are spaces
where people still go about their daily lives and
livelihoods. Churches, Shinto shrines, Buddhist
temples, and many graveyards in the villages are
still used as places of worship, rather than tourist
attractions.
Access to the components is not always
convenient, as the main transportation routes
connecting them are oen only accessible by sea.
Development of transportation networks for the
components and large-scale tourist facilities has
not been carried out to date.
is Plan takes these regional characteristics into consideration and summarises issues
relevant to the components for eﬀective implementation.
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Figure 1-002 Map indicating the location of the nominated property and buffer zones
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3. Implementation and improvement of the plan

on the contents of Chapters 2 and 3, describes

is Comprehensive Preservation and Manage-

ment. Chapter 5 contains a list of measures and

ment Plan was established by the relevant mu-

projects to be carried out, based on the manage-

nicipal governments in 2014 and is currently

ment plan described in Chapter 4. Chapter 6 de-

being implemented, with minor updates. Fur-

scribes indicators used for the evaluation of the

thermore, under the World Heritage Preserva-

measures and the monitoring mechanism de-

tion and Utilisation Council established in 2014,

signed to improve the management of the com-

the relevant municipalities monitor and evalu-

ponents. Chapter 7 outlines the development

ated implemented measures in order to improve

and implementation of systems designed to en-

the eﬀectiveness of this Plan by making adjust-

sure the implementation of this Plan. Figure 1-

ments, as necessary.

003 shows the relationship between the chapters

common measures taken for all components as
well as specific approaches for their manage-

in this Plan and the chapters in the Nomination
Dossier of the nominated property.

4. Structure of the Comprehensive Preservation
and Management Plan

In this Plan, all items necessary for the
management of the nominated property are categorised into five types of tasks: 1) Adequate
preservation management and research for the
components, 2) Conservation and formation of

is Plan addresses factors necessary for the

surrounding environments suitable for World

management of the nominated property. ese

Heritage sites, 3) Minimising the negative eﬀects

are described below from Chapter 1 to Chapter 7.

of development, environmental changes, and

Chapter 1 briefly summarises precondi-

natural disasters, 4) Responsible visitation and

tions for plan development, including the pur-

appropriate presentation (i.e., harmony between

pose and regional characteristics of the areas in

tourism and local communities’ daily life and re-

which the components are located. Chapter 2

ligious faith), and 5) Sustainable maintenance

provides an outline of the Outstanding Universal

and development of local communities (i.e., bal-

Value of the nominated property and a descrip-

ance between preservation and utilisation of the

tion of its components. Chapter 3 reviews the

nominated property). ese five task groups are

present state of conservation of the components

summarised in Table 1-001.

and their surrounding environments and discusses factors that may aﬀect their preservation
and management in the future. Chapter 4, based
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Comprehensive Preservation and
Management Plan (Appendix 6a)

World Heritage
Nomination Dossier

Chapter 1: Identification of the
Property

Chapter 6: Monitoring

Chapter 6: Monitoring

▲

Chapter 7: Documentation

Chapter 4: Implementation of the
Management Plan

▲

Chapter 5: Protection and
Management of the
Property

Chapter 3: Current Situation and Issues Concerning the
Components and Their Surroundings

▲

Chapter 4: State of Conservation
and factors affecting
the Property

Chapter 2: Outstanding Universal Value and
Components of the Nominated Property

▲

Chapter 3: Justification for
Inscription

Chapter 1: Purpose of the Comprehensive
Preservation and Management Plan
▲

Chapter 2: Description

Chapter 1

Chapter 5: Action
Plan

Chapter 7: Establishing and Managing
Systems

Chapter 8: Contact Information
of responsible
authorities

Chapter 9: Signature on behalf
of the State Party

More detailed description in the Nomination Dossier than in this Comprehensive Preservation and Management Plan
Contents only described in the Nomination Dossier

More detailed description in this Comprehensive Preservation and Management Plan than in the Nomination Dossier
Contents only described in this Comprehensive Preservation and Management Plan

Figure 1-003 Relationship between the Nomination Dossier and this Comprehensive Preservation and Management Plan
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Table 1-001 The structure of this Comprehensive Preservation and Management Plan (Chapter 3 to Chapter 6)

Chapter 4

Chapter
5

Chapter
6

Measures common to the components of the
nominated property

Specific approaches

Monitoring

Chapter 3
Task group

1

2

3

Adequate preservation management and
research for the
components

Conserving and
forming surrounding environments
suitable for
World Heritage
sites

Minimising the
negative effects
of development,
environmental
changes and
natural disasters

Issues

Issue
No.

Appropriate preservation and management of the
components

1-(1)

Continuation of academic research

1-(2)

Conservation of
the buffer zones
(maintaining surrounding environments in a form
that is suitable for
World Heritage
sites)
Visual harmonisation measures and
landscaping near
the components
(to improve nearby
scenery in a manner suitable for
World Heritage
sites)

2-(2)

Development pressures

3-(1)

Environmental
change

3-(2)

Natural disasters and
risk preparedness

3-(3)

Understanding of
the Outstanding
Universal Value

4

5

Responsible visitation and appropriate
presentation
(i.e., harmony
Providing improved
between tourism convenience for
and local comvisitors
munities daily
life and religious
faith)
Creating frameworks for orderly
presentation and
appropriate reception of visitors

Sustainable
maintenance
and development of local
communities
(i.e., balance between preservation and
utilisation of the
nominated property)

2-(1)

4-(1)

4-(2)

4-(3)

a)

Protection of the components based on the cultural property protection system

b)

Preservation and management of the components ［1］to［6］

a)

Research and surveys on the components

［1］
［2］
,
［1］

c)

Research and surveys on related cultural properties ［1］
Enhancing systems for research and surveys
［1］

a)

Establishing buffer zones for the components

b)

Achieving conservation through laws and ordinances, systems, etc.

a)

Achieving common objectives of enhancement
projects for the components

b)

Identification of ideal state of visual harmonisation measures and landscape enhancement
projects for each component

c)

Sharing the concept of the enhancement
planning process

a)

Appropriate implementation of laws and regulations

a)

Environmental measures for preservation of the
components

b)

14 to 19

20

［1］to［4］

3

［1］to［3］

4

［1］
［2］
,

［1］to［3］
1 to 11
［1］to［3］

a)

Enhancement of disaster prevention and risk
management systems

a)

Enhancing comprehensive information provision
［1］to［5］
regarding the Outstanding Universal Value

b)

Preserving and utilising cultural properties related to the components in an integrated manner

［1］to［3］

c)

Establishing facilities to ensure appropriate presentation and utilisation

［1］

d)

Establishing guide systems

［1］
［2］
,

a)

Establishing a general inquiry desk

b)

Providing sightseeing tours and model courses

c)
d)

Improving transport infrastructure

［1］to［4］

a)

Ensuring visitors awareness of appropriate
site-specific manners

［1］

b)

Watching over church buildings designated as
cultural properties

［1］
［2］
,

c)

Creating frameworks to ensure the reception of
visitors in an orderly manner

［1］

21, 24

［1］

［1］to［4］

22, 23

Appropriately enhancing and managing visitor facilities ［1］to［3］

12

Sharing pride in the
nominated property
by enhancing local
identity

5-(1)

a)

Facilitating an improved understanding among
local residents and other stakeholders

［1］to［3］

21

Building a shared
awareness and
network through interchange among
people

5-(2)

a)

Enhancing activities in local communities

［1］to［4］

25

Maintaining and revitalising local
communities

5-(3)

a)

Promoting local industries and increasing resident and visitor numbers

［1］to［4］

13
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Outstanding Universal Value
and Components
of the Nominated Property
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‘blank page’
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Chapter 2

Chapter 2

Outstanding Universal Value and Components of
the Nominated Property
is chapter summarises subjects related to the Outstanding Universal Value, the components, and
extent of the component areas and buﬀer zones of the nominated property, ‘Hidden Christian Sites in
the Nagasaki Region’. All these subjects are described in the nomination dossier.
Section 1 corresponds to the Brief synthesis in Chapter 3.1.a of the nomination dossier, stating
the proposed Outstanding Universal Value. Section 2 corresponds to Chapter 3.1.b of the nomination
dossier, presenting criteria under which inscription is proposed. Section 3 corresponds to Chapter 2.a
of the Nomination Dossier, describing the nominated property.

1. Brief synthesis

The property ‘Hidden Christian Sites in the Nagasaki Region’ is a unique testimony to

the history of people and their communities who secretly transmitted their faith in
Christianity during the time of prohibition spanning more than two centuries in Japan.

Located in very remote areas including small islands at the westernmost edge of
Japan, the property represents how the Christian communities survived in the midst

of the conventional society and its religions, gradually transforming, ultimately ending
their religious traditions and being assimilated into modern society after the prohibi-

tion was lifted.

The nominated property is located in the Na-

lages (Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hi-

gasaki region in the westernmost part of Japan,

rado, Sakitsu Village in Amakusa, Villages of

which lies at the far eastern edge of the area

Shitsu and Ono in Sotome) that contain secret

within Asia in which Christianity was intro-

objects of worship representing various ways in

duced during the Age of Exploration. It com-

which Hidden Christians maintained their faith;

prises 12 components sited along the seacoast or

villages that Hidden Christian migrants estab-

on remote islands to which Hidden Christians

lished on remote islands, adapting to the envi-

migrated during the ban on Christianity. These

ronment of each location and demonstrating the

include the Remains of Hara Castle, where there

efforts to maintain their communities through

occurred a historic event that gave rise to the

migration; Oura Cathedral, where an event oc-

cultural tradition of the Hidden Christians as

curred that led to the end of the Hidden Chris-

confirmed by archaeological evidence; the vil-

tian tradition and which therefore has a close

16
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association with Hidden Christian villages in the

conducting baptisms, funerals, and other rituals

region; and Egami Village on Naru Island in

based on the Catholic Church’s liturgical calen-

which the transformation and end of the Hidden

dar. The Hidden Christians secretly venerated

Christian tradition is marked by the church de-

icons and statues that had originated in the

sign, demonstrating traditional techniques

Christian faith and kept them in altars that were

adopted to deal with the climate of the area com-

set up in their leaders’ houses, where their rituals

bined with the strong desire of local communi-

mainly took place. These households were also

ties for conventional Catholic and Western

the sites for transmission of characteristic devo-

architectural styles.

tional tools, the catechism and the liturgical cal-

Since the Nagasaki region served as Japan’s

endar transcribed in Japanese. The Hidden

gateway for exchange with foreign countries and

Christians made graves that appeared to be Bud-

missionaries who had settled there in the latter

dhist, while burying their dead in their own way.

half of the 16th century, people in the region

In the absence of physical churches, the Hidden

could receive missionaries’ guidance directly

Christians secretly venerated their ancestors’

over a long period of time. As a result, Catholic

martyrdom sites as sacred places, and they of-

communities took root more firmly there than

fered prayers at traditional places of worship

anywhere else in Japan, under the protection of

shared with different religious communities,

Catholic feudal lords. In the 17th century, how-

such as Buddhist temples, Shinto shrines and

ever, Japan firmly prohibited Christianity and

mountains.

established a strict national seclusion policy after

At the end of the 18th century, some of the

the battles at Hara Castle during the Shimabara-

Hidden Christians migrated to remote islands

Amakusa Rebellion. Following this, not a single

due to population increases in the region. They

missionary remained in Japan, and Catholics in

opened up new land in harsh environments and

the Nagasaki region were left to maintain their

secretly maintained their own religious system

faith and small religious communities by them-

by building a relationship of mutual cooperation

selves, becoming Hidden Christians while out-

or tacit acceptance with the pre-existing Bud-

wardly behaving as Buddhists and Shinto

dhist and Shinto communities.

followers and ostensibly venerating Shinto

In the latter half of the 19th century, the

shrines in their villages. Over the ensuing two

Hidden Christians secretly contacted mission-

centuries, each Hidden Christian community

aries in Oura Cathedral who had come to Japan

gave rise to a distinctive religious system that

after its opening up to foreign trade. This event

was seemingly vernacular yet which maintained

is called the ‘Discovery of Hidden Christians’.

the essence of Christianity.

After the lifting of the ban on Christianity in

The religious structure that developed in

1873, most Hidden Christian communities re-

the Hidden Christian villages centred on local

joined the Catholic Church under the guidance

leaders, who took the place of missionaries in

of missionaries, but there were some who would

17
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not abandon their distinctive beliefs and practices (the Kakure Kirishitan), as well as some
who converted to Buddhism and Shinto. In villages in which Hidden Christians rejoined the
Catholic Church, villagers volunteered to help
construct churches in the places of memory dating back to the period of the ban, such as the
houses of former Hidden Christian leaders, or
in characteristic locations such as small flatlands
to which Hidden Christians had migrated during the ban and in places that could be clearly
viewed from the sea.
Thus, to reiterate the salient points, the
nominated property bears testimony to the distinctive way in which the Hidden Christians
practised their faith during the ban on Christianity. As witness to the origin, formation and
end of this unique cultural tradition, nurtured
during the long ban on Christianity, the nominated property has Outstanding Universal Value.
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2. Criteria under which inscription is proposed

Criterion (iii) : ‘bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a
civilization which is living or which has disappeared’
The nominated property bears unique testimony to the distinctive religious tradition
nurtured by the Hidden Christians in the Nagasaki region while they secretly continued their Christian faith even during the ban on Christianity.

Testimony to the Hidden Christians’

unique system formed while they se-

cret. This rebellion triggered the establishment

themselves

gawa Shogunate, which prohibited the arrival of
Portuguese ships that could smuggle missionar-

In the Nagasaki region, located at Japan’s west-

ies into Japan. After the last missionary in Japan

ernmost edge, the arrival of Portuguese ships

had been martyred in 1644, the remaining

and the establishment of a missionary base there

Japanese Catholics could only continue their

by Francis Xavier and his successors who settled

faith by themselves in secret.

of Japan’s national seclusion policy by the Toku-

cretly transmitted the Christian faith by

in the region meant that nearby communities

Hidden Christian communities in the Na-

there could receive catechetical instruction di-

gasaki region managed to secretly maintain their

rectly over a long period of time. As a result,

religious organisations, such as the Misericordia

Catholicism took root among the communities

and Confraternity de Misericordia, which had

in that region more deeply than in any other re-

been established before the issuance of the ban

gion of Japan.

on Christianity, under the guidance of Japanese

Japan’s ban on Christianity began at the

leaders. In place of missionaries, Hidden Chris-

end of the 16th century, and it was thoroughly

tian leaders called Chokata and Mizukata man-

enforced during the 17th century, with the result

aged rituals, the catechism and the liturgical

that all missionaries were expelled and all

calendar, administering the sacrament of bap-

churches were destroyed. Due to the persecution

tism and performing the Okuri prayer ceremony

and torture of missionaries who were continuing

for followers on their deathbeds. In the bap-

underground activities and those who refused to

tismal ceremony known as Omizu-sazuke, sev-

renounce their Christian faith, a large number

eral Hidden Christian leaders who had purified

of Japanese Catholics were forced to apostatise

themselves prayed in Latin and baptised follow-

or be martyred. The Shimabara-Amakusa Re-

ers with holy water specially gathered from

bellion, in which Japanese Catholics were be-

places venerated as sacred places. When a fol-

sieged at Hara Castle from 1637 through to the

lower died, the Hidden Christians would ask the

following year, revealed the existence of those

Buddhist temple with which they were out-

who had continued their Christian faith in se-

wardly affiliated to perform a funeral in what

19
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was the standard manner at that time in Japan,

At the end of the 18th century, owing to

following which they secretly offered a Hidden

an increase in Sotome’s population, feudal lords

Christian prayer to countervail the Buddhist fu-

promoted migration from Sotome to remote is-

neral. Hidden Christians’ tombs look like those

lands. As a result, Hidden Christian communi-

of Buddhists, but they buried the dead in their

ties spread to such islands, where they hid their

own way, which differed from the Buddhist tra-

faith by building a relationship of mutual coop-

dition in terms of the direction and positioning

eration or tacit acceptance with the pre-existing

of the body.

Buddhist and Shinto communities. Hidden

Furthermore, each Hidden Christian vil-

Christians on Hisaka Island worked together

lage formed a religious system that outwardly re-

with Buddhist communities in activities such as

sembled those of the existing religions of Japan.

fishing and farming, both for sustenance and to

In Hirado, Hidden Christians kept icons called

camouflage their secret religion. On Kashira-

Nandogami in their own altars that were set up

gashima Island, which was deserted at the time,

in their leaders’ houses separately from common

migration was initiated by a leader who pro-

Buddhist and Shinto home altars. They vener-

fessed Buddhism, but Hidden Christian com-

ated a neighbouring mountain that had been a

munities were soon formed by migrants who

sacred site for Buddhists and Shinto practition-

followed him. On Nozaki Island, which was re-

ers since before the introduction of Christianity

garded as a sacred place by Shinto practitioners,

to Japan. At the same time, they also venerated

Hidden Christian migrants outwardly practiced

the graveyards of Catholics established prior to

Shinto for concealment. Hidden Christian mi-

the issuance of the ban on Christianity as sacred

grants on Kuroshima Island were accepted by

places and martyrdom sites, as well as an island

the local Buddhist community, and at their tem-

on which Catholics had been martyred during

ple they could pray secretly to Maria Kannon (a

the early period of the ban. In Amakusa, Hidden

statue of the Virgin Mary in the shape of a Bud-

Christian leaders kept devotional tools in their

dhist deity).

houses. These were specific to the fishing village,

As explained above, the villages in which

such as abalone shells, which had special signif-

the Hidden Christians lived bear testimony to

icance because their mother-of-pearl patterns

their unique religious system, which was cloaked

were likened to representations of the Virgin

in the outward appearance of Buddhism and in-

Mary. They would secretly chant Christian

digenous Japanese religions. These villages in-

prayers even in the Shinto shrine that was re-

cluded secretly venerated locations, Buddhist

garded as the seat of the village’s guardian deity.

temples and Shinto shrines shared by Hidden

In Sotome, Hidden Christian leaders passed

Christian communities and other religious com-

down the catechism and the liturgical calendar

munities, specific places that evidenced relation-

transcribed in Japanese, as well as an icon of the

ships and collaboration with those of other

Virgin Mary painted by a Japanese devotee.

faiths, graveyards indicating the existence of
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Hidden Christians, and the homes of leaders in

Some communities immediately reaccepted

which secret altars and devotional tools were

Catholicism under the guidance of the mission-

kept.

aries; however, in some of those villages many

The transitional phase following the lift-

people were captured and brutally persecuted by

end of the Hidden Christians’ unique re-

ban on Christianity had not yet been lifted.

ing of the ban on Christianity and the

the authorities for professing their faith since the

ligious system

Other communities hesitated to change the
practices they had nurtured during the ban, even

Following Japan’s opening to foreign trade in the

after contact with the missionaries. Faced with

latter half of the 19th century, foreign settle-

this new situation, there were differences of

ments were established and missionaries re-

opinion in some Hidden Christian communi-

turned to Japan after an absence of over two

ties, and even disputes about which group would

centuries. Missionaries from the Paris Foreign

inherit the devotional implements kept hidden

Missions Society came to Nagasaki in 1863 with

during the ban. Persecution of Hidden Chris-

the intention of searching for any Christians that

tians by the Meiji Government after the opening

might still exist in Japan. In 1864, the mission-

of Japan to foreign trade attracted strong protests

aries built Oura Cathedral within the Nagasaki

from Western countries, finally leading to the

Foreign Settlement and dedicated it to the

lifting of the ban on Christianity in 1873.

Twenty-six Martyrs of Japan, who had been

Most of the Hidden Christian villages re-

killed in 1597 and canonised in 1862. Soon after

ceived guidance from missionaries and rejoined

the dedication ceremony, a group of Hidden

the Catholic Church. Houses of former Hidden

Christians secretly visited the cathedral and re-

Christian leaders or simple new structures were

vealed their faith to a missionary there. The

used as temporary churches. These churches

news of this event (which in the West came to be

were located in places of memory dating back to

known as the ‘Discovery of Hidden Christians’)

the period of the ban on Christianity, such as

quickly spread among Hidden Christians

leaders’ houses, or beside Shinto shrines that the

throughout the Nagasaki region. Hidden Chris-

Hidden Christians had outwardly venerated in

tian leaders successively visited the cathedral in

order to hide their real faith. In selecting the lo-

secret to tell the missionaries about the faith that

cation of these churches, consideration was also

they had maintained during the ban on Christi-

given to the natural environment, with prefer-

anity. These leaders received catechetical and

ence given to small flatlands surrounded by val-

sacramental instruction from the missionaries

leys and places that were clearly visible from the

to transmit to their own communities.

sea and easy to access by ship. Due to the effects

In Hidden Christian communities, there

of aging on the temporary churches and increas-

were various reactions to this first encounter

ing numbers of Catholics in the villages, villagers

with the missionaries after such a long interval.

gathered funds to construct full-fledged
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churches by cutting into their already minimal
living expenses and using revenue obtained from
fishing and other work. The churches were designed by missionaries or Japanese who learned
from them, and they were built with local materials. Many Catholics in each village volunteered
to help construct the churches. These small
churches represent one aspect of the end of a distinctive religious system during the transitional
phase following the ‘Discovery of Hidden Christians’.
On the other hand, there were some Hidden Christian communities that refused to submit to the authority of the missionaries and
instead continued to practice their faith under
the guidance of their own leaders, maintaining
the beliefs and practices that they had nurtured
during the lengthy period of the ban on Christianity. These people came to be referred to as
Kakure Kirishitan. Over time, their tradition deviated from that of the Hidden Christians, and
some Kakure Kirishitans still exist today, although they are becoming increasingly rare.
There were also some communities that converted to Buddhism and Shinto after the lifting
of the ban on Christianity, representing yet another aspect of the end of the Hidden Christians’
unique religious system.
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3. Description of the property
(1) Description of the nominated
property as a whole

demonstrating (IV) is located on Naru Island,
situated among the Goto Islands, and, finally,
Oura Cathedral, also demonstrating (IV), is located in the port town of Nagasaki.

The nominated property bears testimony to the
traditions nurtured in the Nagasaki region by
Hidden Christians who handed down their
Christian faith from generation to generation
while surviving the period of the ban on Christianity and coexisting with conventional Japanese society and its existing religions. It comprises
12 components demonstrating (I) the event that
triggered the ban on Christianity and the subsequent formation of Hidden Christians’ religious
tradition, (II) how the tradition was developed
in different ways, (III) how Hidden Christians
migrated to remote islands in order to maintain
their religious communities, and (IV) how they
reacted to the new phase in their history when
the ban was lifted, and how the religious tradition of the Hidden Christians transformed and
ultimately ended.
The components are situated on peninsulas and remote islands of the Nagasaki region,
where the Catholic mission was more active than
in any other part of Japan during the Age of Exploration. Japan is located at the far eastern edge
of the area within Asia in which Christianity was
introduced at that time.
The Remains of Hara Castle, demonstrating (I), are located in the southern part of the
Shimabara Peninsula. Four villages demonstrating (II) are located in Sotome on the Nishisonogi
Peninsula, on Hirado Island, and on Amakusa
Shimoshima Island. Another four villages
demonstrating (III) are located on four offshore
islands (as shown on the map). Egami Village

(I) Components demonstrating the
event that triggered the ban on
Christianity and the subsequent
formation of the Hidden Christians’ religious tradition
The Catholic missionaries first arrived in Japan
in the middle of the 16th century. They first baptised the feudal lords in the Nagasaki region who
sought to profit from overseas trade. These
Christian lords are referred to as Kirishitan
Daimyo. Subsequently, the missionaries baptised
people en masse within these lords’ domains,
and this region became the primary base for
missionary activity. As the Japanese laypeople
formed their own religious communities, such
as the Confraria de Misericordia and various
confraternities (hereinafter referred to as Kumi),
Catholicism took root in the villages of the region even more deeply.
Toyotomi Hideyoshi issued an edict banning Christianity in the late 16th century during
the process of his unification of Japan. Tokugawa
Ieyasu, who established the Shogunate in the
early 17th century, initially tolerated Christianity
but prohibited it throughout Japan in 1614, expelling missionaries and destroying all of their
churches. In this new situation, the Kirishitan
Daimyos and other aristocrats, who had eagerly
received the missionaries before the imposition
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(II) Components demonstrating the
development of the Hidden
Christians’ religious tradition in
different ways

of the prohibition, recanted their faith and converted to Buddhism. Underground missionaries
and followers harbouring them were brutally
tortured and executed. The search for followers
among the common people also intensified.
Amid the forcible suppression of Christianity throughout Japan, more than twenty thousand people, most of whom remained Catholics,
took up arms and were besieged in the Remains
of Hara Castle (Component 001) in 1637. This
incident is known as the Shimabara-Amakusa
Rebellion and it ended with suppression by the
Shogunate armies, who slaughtered almost all of
the rebels. This rebellion triggered the establishment of Japan’s national seclusion policy by the
Shogunate, which prohibited the arrival of Portuguese ships that could smuggle missionaries
into Japan in order to ensure that they could not
enter illegally. After the last missionary within
Japan had been martyred in 1644, the remaining
Japanese Catholics could only continue their
faith by themselves in secret.
The component Remains of Hara Castle is
therefore the important venue of a historic event
that triggered the establishment of the national
seclusion policy and thorough prohibition of
Christianity, as well as the formation of the distinctive religious traditions of the Hidden Christians.

Even without any contact with missionaries,
Hidden Christians in several parts of Japan continued to practise their faith by hiding from the
intensive searches carried out to find them. Following a series of large-scale nationwide crackdowns called Kuzure in the latter half of the 17th
century, however, the territory of the Hidden
Christian communities shrank to just the Nagasaki region, where the missionaries had located the base of their activities. This is because
the missionaries’ guidance continued longer
there than in any other region and provided
foundations for the transmission of the faith in
an organised manner, even without priestly leadership. Therefore only the Nagasaki region is
home to sites bearing testimony to the cultural
tradition of the Hidden Christians.
The Hidden Christians in the Nagasaki region maintained their communities, which had
roots in Catholic lay communities formed in the
16th century, to maintain and strengthen their
faith. The leaders of such communities compensated for the absence of the missionaries. For example, Mizukata conducted baptisms, and
Chokata kept the Catholic liturgical calendar.
The Hidden Christians continued their rituals
and religious observances under the guidance of
these leaders. In Kasuga Village and Sacred
Places in Hirado (Components 002 and 003), the
local communities venerated nature sites as sacred places, such as the mountain that had been
regarded as sacred by the pre-existing religious
communities and the island where early Japan-
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(III) Components demonstrating
the strategies that the Hidden
Christians used to maintain
their religious communities

ese Catholicis had been executed. In Sakitsu Village in Amakusa (Component 004), they substituted everyday items that were used in their
livelihoods for Christian devotional objects, and
such items themselves came to be revered over
time. In Shitsu Village in Sotome (Component
005), they secretly kept Christian devotional
tools, including statues of the Virgin Mary. In
Ono Village in Sotome (Component 006), they
combined their faith with common Shinto practice. In this way, they nurtured their religious
system based on secrecy.
One of the reasons why the Hidden Christians could successfully maintain their faith for
over two centuries while in hiding is that the
Shogunate came to overlook their behaviour and
the local authorities only revealed or punished
them when they professed their faith publicly.
Maintaining this delicate balance between the
tacit acceptance by society and the need for secrecy, the Hidden Christians nurtured their distinctive tradition in order to pass down their
faith to future generations while still coexisting
with the conventional society and its religions.
The four villages all bear witness to different religious systems that the Hidden Christian
communities employed.

To cope with increases in the population in Sotome on the western coast of the Nishisonogi
Peninsula, ruled by the Omura clan, some of the
villagers began to migrate to remote islands
under the jurisdiction of the Goto clan at the end
of the 18th century, based on an agreement between both clans. Many of the migrants were
Hidden Christians and, as a result, they founded
new villages in many parts of the islands. They
intentionally decided to migrate and selected the
places to migrate to, taking into account what
they needed to do in order to maintain their religious communities. For example, on
Kuroshima Island, it was necessary to redevelop
the remains of pasturelands abandoned by the
clan who owned the island. They migrated to
Nozaki Island, which was regarded as sacred by
Shinto practitioners, and Kashiragashima Island,
which had been used as a sanatorium and therefore had no settled communities. On Hisaka Island they settled on untouched land, taking
advantage of a policy established by the feudal
lords.
Villages on Kuroshima Island (Component 007), Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island
(Component 008), Villages on Kashiragashima
Island (Component 009), and Villages on Hisaka
Island (Component 010) are representative of
the various strategies that the Hidden Christians
employed during their migration.
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(IV) Components demonstrating
the event that triggered the
new phase for the Hidden
Christians and the transformation and the ultimate end of
the religious tradition

Chapter 2

that they had nurtured during the ban. These
people came to be referred to as Kakure Kirishitan. There were others who converted to Buddhism or Shintoism.
Although newly baptised Hidden Christians used ordinary houses as temporary
churches, after about ten years had passed since
the lifting of the ban they began to build simple
churches in their own villages. These churches
are emblematic of the revival of Catholicism in

In 1854, in response to intense pressure from
western countries, the Shogunate opened the
ports of Shimoda and Hakodate to foreign trade.
Missionaries came to Japan, and Oura Cathedral
was constructed in Nagasaki. Just after its dedication ceremony in 1865, a group of Hidden
Christians came to the cathedral and revealed
their secret faith to the missionary of the cathedral. This event came to be known as the Discovery of Hidden Christians, following which
Hidden Christian communities in the Nagasaki
region entered a new phase.
After Hidden Christian leaders in the region secretly contacted the missionaries, their

each village and they also visually mark the end
of the religious tradition that the Hidden Christians had nurtured and spread in the Nagasaki
region over two and a half centuries of suppression. Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami
Church and its Surroundings: Component 011)
contains the Egami Church, a small wooden
building constructed by former Hidden Christians in such a way as to adapt to the topography
and climate of the area to which the Hidden
Christians had migrated. It demonstrates how
traditional techniques were adopted to deal with
the environment of the area and is a representative example visually marking the end of the cultural tradition of the Hidden Christians.
During this period Oura Cathedral continued to play an important role in training
Japanese missionaries and catechists. They were
dispatched to different areas in the Nagasaki region to guide the Hidden Christians, and were
instrumental in helping them rejoin the Catholic
Church. Oura Cathedral (Component 012) is
where the event (the Discovery of Hidden Christians) took place that triggered the transitional
phase of religious identity among the Hidden
Christian communities as well as the subsequent
transformation and the end of the traditions that
they had nurtured during the ban.

communities had to elect whether to receive
guidance from the missionaries or to continue
their own rituals and customs by themselves.
Faced with this new situation, there were differences of opinion, leading to conflict in some
cases. In 1868 some communities professed their
faith despite the fact that the ban on Christianity
was still in effect, but they were severely persecuted afresh by the authorities.
Following the lifting of the ban in 1873,
those Hidden Christians who had decided to follow the missionaries’ guidance officially rejoined
the Catholic Church, using the houses of former
Hidden Christian leaders as temporary
churches. On the other hand, there were some
who refused to follow the missionaries and instead continued the distinctive religious system
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(2) Description of the components
001 Remains of Hara Castle

At what are now the Remains of Hara Castle,

maintain their faith and small religious commu-

Japanese Catholics in the Arima domain took up

nities by themselves.

arms during the Shimabara-Amakusa Rebellion
in the early period of the nationwide ban on
Christianity. The rebellion had a great impact on
the Tokugawa Shogunate and triggered the establishment of Japan’s national seclusion policy
for over two centuries, prohibiting the arrival of
Portuguese ships that could smuggle missionaries into Japan. Under this seclusion policy and
the subsequent absence of missionaries,
Catholics in the Nagasaki region were left to
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002 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado
(Kasuga Village and Mt. Yasumandake)
003 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado
(Nakaenoshima Island)
In Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado,

Yasumandake, which had been a sacred site for

the local communities venerated nature sites as

Buddhists and Shinto practitioners long before

sacred places, such as the mountain that had

the introduction of Christianity to Japan, be-

been regarded as sacred by the pre-existing reli-

came an object of worship by Hidden Christian

gious communities and the island where early

com-munities. Nakaenoshima Island, where a

Japanese Catholics had been executed. The

group of Japanese Catholics were martyred dur-

stonework of the sacred sites, the land use char-

ing the early period of the ban, was also vener-

acteristics in the village, and the remains of

ated, and the Hidden Christians gathered holy

graveyards bear testimony to their distinctive re-

water for the baptismal ceremony and other rit-

ligious system that was nurtured during the pe-

uals from this site.

riod

of

the

ban

on

Christianity.

Mt.
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004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa
Hidden Christians in Sakitsu Village in

with the Virgin Mary. After the lifting of the ban,

Amakusa concealed their faith by substituting

the Hidden Christians rejoined the Catholic

everyday items that were used in their liveli-

Church and built a church beside a Shinto shrine

hoods for Christian devotional tools during the

where they had secretly offered prayers.

ban on Christianity. Under the guidance of their
religious leaders, they nurtured a religious system specific to their fishing village—involving
veneration of devotional tools such as statues of
the Japanese traditional deities Daikokuten and
Ebisu as Deus, the God of the Christian faith,
and abalone shells that had special significance
as their mother-of-pearl patterns were associated
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005 Shitsu Village in Sotome
In Shitsu Village, small Hidden Christian com-

Christians in Shitsu Village gradually rejoined

munities joined together and concealed their

the Catholic Church and built a new church on

faith by venerating icons secretly. ey

a hill overlooking the village.

continued their religious practices based on the
Catholic liturgical calendar and the Christian
catechism without any guidance by missionaries.
Many Hidden Christians in Sotome migrated to
remote islands, including the Goto Islands,
aiding the spread of the distinctive religious
tradition of Hidden Christians in such islands
and ensuring its continuation there. Aer the
liing of the ban on Christianity, the Hidden
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006 Ono Village in Sotome
In Ono Village, the Hidden Christians outwardly behaved as Buddhists and Shinto followers, and venerated Shinto shrines commonly
seen in conventional Japanese villages at that
time. However, they secretly enshrined their
own deities in the shrines, and shared these
places of worship with Shinto practitioners. e
Hidden Christians rejoined the Catholic Church
aer the liing of the ban, and walked to Shitsu
Village to attend church services. ey eventually built the Ono Church in the centre of their
own village.
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007 Villages on Kuroshima Island
Hidden Christians migrated to uninhabited

rejoined the Catholic Church aer the liing of

areas on Kuroshima Island and formed religious

the ban on Christianity. ey initially used the

communities, following the policy of the Hirado

house of the former religious leader (Mizukata)

clan to encourage migration and cultivation of of-

as a temporary church and eventually con-

ficial pastures which had earlier been abandoned

structed a new church in the central area of the

by the clan. e Hidden Christians continued to

island.

practise their faith in the new settlements on
Kuroshima Island with the tacit acceptance of
pre-existing Buddhist communities, and venerated the statue of Maria Kannon which they had
secretly placed in the Buddhist temple that they
outwardly belonged to. e Hidden Christians
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008 Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island
e remains of the villages on Nozaki Island

shrine and outwardly behaved as its followers in

bear testimony to the eﬀorts of Hidden

order to continue their secret faith. Women

Christians to maintain their faith in the 19th

served as religious leaders of the Hidden

century through migration to an island

Christian

considered sacred by Shinto practitioners.

householders had to play a major role in the

Before the migrants arrived, the island’s only

Shinto rituals. e Hidden Christians on Nozaki

inhabitants were the Shinto priests of

Island rejoined the Catholic Church aer the

Okinokojima Shrine, which Shinto communities

liing of the ban on Christianity and

throughout the Goto Islands venerated, and

constructed new churches in both of the island’s

thereaer the Hidden Christians from Sotome

two Christian villages.

settled and cultivated small plots of land in two
locations in the central and southern parts of the
island. ey aﬃliated themselves with the Shinto
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009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island
e villages on Kashiragashima Island bear tes-

an open valley facing the sea and later con-

timony to the eﬀorts of the Hidden Christians to

structed a church made from locally produced

maintain their faith through migration to an is-

sandstone.

land that was once used to quarantine those who
were suﬀering from smallpox, and which other
communities therefore avoided. e Hidden
Christian migrants from Sotome first settled in
Tainoura on Nakadori Island and later moved to
this uninhabited island under the direction of a
Buddhist leader. ey continued their secret
faith in an isolated environment. Following, the
‘Discovery of Hidden Christians’ at Oura Cathedral, they initially built a temporary church in
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010 Villages on Hisaka Island
The villages on Hisaka Island bear testimony to

that occurred after the ‘Discovery of Hidden

the efforts of Hidden Christians to maintain

Christians’ at Oura Cathedral in 1865. They

their faith through migration to uncultivated

overcame that experience, rejoined the Catholic

and uninhabited areas on the island following a

Church after the lifting of the ban on Christian-

migration policy initiated by the local feudal

ity, and finally constructed chur-ches in their

lords. While the Hidden Christian migrants

own villages.

from Sotome established villages away from
preexisting Buddhist villages on the island, they
cooperated mutually with them in fishing
and farming activities, allowing the Hidden
Christians to both conceal and continue their
secret beliefs. Hisaka Island also stands as the
place that witnessed the last wave of persecution
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011 Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its Surroundings)
In Egami Village, the Hidden Christians main-

Church and constructed a wooden church in a

tained their faith while overcoming severe con-

location that was close to a spring and was pro-

ditions during their migration in the period of

tected from strong sea winds. Traditional Japan-

the ban on Christianity, and eventually managed

ese techniques were applied to deal with the

to survive in the midst of conventional society

humidity of the area and to maintain good ven-

on the island. The Hidden Christian migrants

tilation. The Egami Church on Naru Island is

settled in a valley near the seacoast, some dis-

representative of the series of churches built by

tance from the preexisting villages. They earned

the former Hidden Christians, showing a com-

their living by cultivating scarce farmland as well

bination of local architectural design styles as

as by fishing, and they continued to pracits Sur-

well as forms derived from the distinctive topog-

roundingstise their secret faith and to maintain

raphy of Egami and the western architectural

their distinctive religious system. After the lift-

style typically used for conventional Catholic

ing of the ban, they rejoined the Catholic

churches.
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012 Oura Cathedral
Oura Cathedral is the site where the ‘Discovery

foreign trade in the middle of the 19th century.

of Hidden Christians’ took place, bringing about

It was dedicated to the Twenty-six Saints who

the new phase marking the transformation and

had been martyred in Nagasaki in the 16th cen-

subsequent end of the distinctive religious tra-

tury. A group of Hidden Christians in the sub-

dition of the Hidden Christian communities.

urbs of Nagasaki secretly visited Oura Cathedral

This brought about significant changes for the

soon after its completion to reveal their faith to

Hidden Christians who had not been allowed to

the missionaries. This event was known as the

practice their faith in public but who had man-

‘Discovery of Hidden Christians’. Subsequent

aged to keep it alive by building mutual cooper-

contact with the missionaries at Oura Cathedral

ation with conventional Japanese society and its

by Hidden Christian leaders throughout the Na-

existing religions. Oura Cathedral was built in

gasaki region brought about a new phase of his-

1864 by missionaries who had come back to

tory in the Hidden Christian communities.

Japan after the opening of the nation’s ports to
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Figure 2- 001 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital map of the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan (GSI).)
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001 Remains of Hara Castle

Figure 2-002 Map indicating the extent of the Remains of Hara Castle
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Figure 2- 003 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital maps of the GSI.)
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002, 003 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado

Figure 2- 004 Map indicating the extent of Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado
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004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa

Site of a house of Hidden Christian leaders

Site of the house
of village headmen from
the Yoshida family
（present precincts of
Sakitsu Church）

Sakitsu Suwa Shrine

Site of the former
Sakitsu Church
(Site of the convent)

Nominated property

N

scale = 1/2,000
0

20

Figure 2- 006 Map indicating the extent of Sakitsu Village in Amakusa
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Figure 2- 007 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital maps of the GSI.)
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Figure 2-008 Map indicating the extent of Shitsu Village in Sotome
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Figure 2-009 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital maps of the GSI.)
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Figure 2- 010 Map indicating the extent of Ono Village in Sotome
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Figure 2-011 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital maps of the GSI.)
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Figure 2- 012 Map indicating the extent of the Villages on Kuroshima Island
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Figure 2-013 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital maps of the GSI.)
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Figure 2- 014 Map indicating the extent of the Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island
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Figure 2- 015 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital maps of the GSI.)
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Figure 2- 016 Map indicating the extent of the Villages on Kashiragashima Island
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Figure 2- 017 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital maps of the GSI.)
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Figure 2- 018 Map indicating the extent of the Villages on Hisaka Island
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Figure 2- 019 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital maps of the GSI.)

56

Outstanding Universal Value and Components of the Nominated Property

Chapter 2

011 Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its Surroundings)

Figure 2- 020 Map indicating the extent of Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its Surroundings)
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Figure 2- 021 Map indicating the extent of the nominated property and buffer zone (Created based on the
digital maps of the GSI.)
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Figure 2-022 Map indicating the extent of the Oura Cathedral
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5
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6

Measures common to the components of the
nominated property

Specific approaches

Monitoring

Chapter 3
Task group

1

2

3

Adequate preservation management and
research for the
components

Conserving and
forming surrounding environments
suitable for
World Heritage
sites

Minimising the
negative effects
of development,
environmental
changes and
natural disasters

Issues

Issue
No.

Appropriate preservation and management of the
components

1-(1)

Continuation of academic research

1-(2)

Conservation of
the buffer zones
(maintaining surrounding environments in a form
that is suitable for
World Heritage
sites)
Visual harmonisation measures and
landscaping near
the components
(to improve nearby
scenery in a manner suitable for
World Heritage
sites)

2-(2)

Development pressures

3-(1)

Environmental
change

3-(2)

Natural disasters and
risk preparedness

3-(3)

Understanding of
the Outstanding
Universal Value

4

5

Responsible visitation and appropriate
presentation
(i.e., harmony
Providing improved
between tourism convenience for
and local comvisitors
munities daily
life and religious
faith)
Creating frameworks for orderly
presentation and
appropriate reception of visitors

Sustainable
maintenance
and development of local
communities
(i.e., balance between preservation and
utilisation of the
nominated property)

2-(1)

4-(1)

4-(2)

4-(3)

a)

Protection of the components based on the cultural property protection system

b)

Preservation and management of the components ［1］to［6］

a)

Research and surveys on the components

［1］
［2］
,
［1］

c)

Research and surveys on related cultural properties ［1］
Enhancing systems for research and surveys
［1］

a)

Establishing buffer zones for the components

b)

Achieving conservation through laws and ordinances, systems, etc.

a)

Achieving common objectives of enhancement
projects for the components

b)

Identification of ideal state of visual harmonisation measures and landscape enhancement
projects for each component

c)

Sharing the concept of the enhancement
planning process

a)

Appropriate implementation of laws and regulations

a)

Environmental measures for preservation of the
components

b)

14 to 19

20

［1］to［4］

3

［1］to［3］

4

［1］
［2］
,

［1］to［3］
1 to 11
［1］to［3］

a)

Enhancement of disaster prevention and risk
management systems

a)

Enhancing comprehensive information provision
［1］to［5］
regarding the Outstanding Universal Value

b)

Preserving and utilising cultural properties related to the components in an integrated manner

［1］to［3］

c)

Establishing facilities to ensure appropriate presentation and utilisation

［1］

d)

Establishing guide systems

［1］
［2］
,

a)

Establishing a general inquiry desk

b)

Providing sightseeing tours and model courses

c)
d)

Improving transport infrastructure

［1］to［4］

a)

Ensuring visitors awareness of appropriate
site-specific manners

［1］

b)

Watching over church buildings designated as
cultural properties

［1］
［2］
,

c)

Creating frameworks to ensure the reception of
visitors in an orderly manner

［1］

21, 24

［1］

［1］to［4］

22, 23

Appropriately enhancing and managing visitor facilities ［1］to［3］

12

Sharing pride in the
nominated property
by enhancing local
identity

5-(1)

a)

Facilitating an improved understanding among
local residents and other stakeholders

［1］to［3］

21

Building a shared
awareness and
network through interchange among
people

5-(2)

a)

Enhancing activities in local communities

［1］to［4］

25

Maintaining and revitalising local
communities

5-(3)

a)

Promoting local industries and increasing resident and visitor numbers

［1］to［4］

13
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Current Situation and Issues Concerning the Components and Their Surroundings
This chapter outlines various factors which could affect the preservation of the com-

ponents of the nominated property and challenges that need to be considered and

overcome in order to preserve them in good condition.

Section 1 describes issues to be addressed to ensure the appropriate preserva-

tion of the components. Section 2 describes issues concerning efforts to conserve

and develop the surrounding environment in keeping with the value of the nominated
property. Section 3 summarises the possible negative impacts from development, en-

vironmental changes, natural disasters, and other factors. Section 4 summarises the

current situation and issues regarding the presentation, enhancement and utilisation
of thecomponents from the perspective of receiving visitors. Section 5 summarises

the issues relating to strengthening the regional foundations that help ensure that ap-

preciation of the value of the nominated property is carried over to future generations.
Specific measures taken to address the issues described in this chapter will be

described in detail in Chapter 4.

1. Adequate preservation management and research for
the components
The entire nominated property is protected

tematic preservation management. Preservation

under laws and regulations, such as the Law for

and management plans that clearly describe con-

the Protection of Cultural Properties. Each of the

crete measures for such policies have been pre-

component areas is designated as a National

pared for each of the nationally designated

Treasure, a Historic Site or an Important Cul-

cultural properties within the 12 components by

tural Landscape under the said law, or desig-

their owners and other stakeholders responsible

nated as a Landscape Planning Area under the

for their management.

Landscape Act. Thorough protective measures

As a basic policy for preservation and

are being implemented within such designated

management, these preservation and manage-

areas.

ment plans outline a future vision for protecting
In order to safeguard the components of

and passing on the value of individual cultural

the nominated property, it is essential to estab-

properties, and they clearly indicate daily man-

lish basic policies for their long-term and sys-

agement methods and measures to improve sys62
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tems and other matters. In addition, these plans

Churches (Shitsu Church, Ono Church,

clarify whether permission is necessary and

Former Gorin Church, and Egami Church) and

what requirements are to be met for any conceiv-

related facilities (the Former Latin Seminary)

able alteration to the buildings and lands under

within the villages of the components that have

legal protection. The preservation and manage-

been designated Important Cultural Properties,

ment of the components are being properly im-

as well as Oura Cathedral (a designated National

plemented in accordance with these plans,

Treasure), are also properly maintained and

ensuring that the Outstanding Universal Value

managed by religious organisations and local

of the nominated property will be transmitted to

church members in accordance with the preser-

future generations.

vation and management plans prepared for each

Additionally, to complement the preserva-

building by its owner. All of these buildings are

tion and management plans, many of the com-

therefore preserved in good condition.

ponents already have enhancement plans that

For more information regarding the status

outline restoration and repair methods in cases

of the preservation and management plans and

of damage or deterioration with regard to their

the enhancement plans for the components,

presentation and utilisation. Based on these

please refer to Table 5-005 in Chapter 5 ‘Protec-

plans, preservation measures to safeguard the

tion and Management of the Property’ of this

components and environmental improvements

nomination dossier, and Table 4-003 of Chapter

to enhance the visitors experience are being pro-

4 ‘Implementation of the Plan’ of the attached

moted.

‘Comprehensive Preservation and Management

Custodial bodies responsible for the Re-

Plan’ (Appendix 6a).

mains of Hara Castle and the precincts of Oura

For information regarding the status of the

Cathedral, both of which are designated as His-

preservation and management plans and the en-

toric Sites, appropriately maintain and manage

hancement plans for the components, please

these nationally designated historic sites in ac-

refer to Table 5-005 in Chapter 5 of the nomina-

cordance with their preservation and manage-

tion dossier and Table 4-003 in Chapter 4 of this

ment plans. In villages selected as Important

management plan.

Cultural Landscapes, local residents properly

e preservation and management plans

carry out their maintenance and management

have been based on the results of various surveys

on the basis of the conservation plans prepared

of the history, natural surroundings and social

for each Important Cultural Landscape in accor-

aspects associated with the components. ese

dance with the Law for the Protection of Cul-

plans clarify the fundamental value of the com-

tural Properties and the landscape plans

ponents and provide specific directions and

prepared under the Landscape Act, ensuring

methods to be used for their preservation and

their ongoing conservation.

management. In order to pass on the Outstand-
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ing Universal Value of the nominated property

derway to promote a deeper understanding of

to future generations, it is essential to actively

the Outstanding Universal Value of these sites

promote further research studies related to the

by further clarifying and providing new infor-

components and incorporate any new findings

mation on the many and diverse values of the

in the preservation management plan, thereby

nominated property.

ensuring the on-going protection of the nominated property. Research initiatives are also un-

1. Historic Sites

Cultural Properties Bureau

➡

Historic Site Designation

➡

Appointment of Custodial Body

➡

Preservation Management Plan
Enhancement Plan
2. Important Cultural Landscape
Landscape Bureau

* A plan that indicates the overall outline for
enhancement of the historic site including
stone wall repair and installation of garden
paths or information boards

➡

Cultural Properties Bureau

➡

Landscape Plan

* In cases where there are no appropriate
landowners or there are several landowners

➡

Important Cultural Landscape Selection
Enhancement and Utilisation Plan

3. Important Cultural Property

➡

Cultural Properties Bureau
Important Cultural Property Designation
Preservation and Utilisation Plan
Preservation and Management Plan

Figure 3-001 Plans related to protection of cultural properties
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Current conditions and issues related to task group No.1 Table 1-001 (summarising the structure of this plan)

Task Group

1

Adequate preservation management and research for the compone-nts

Current conditions

Issue
No.

Issues

●Every component of the nomina- ●It is necessary to coted property is properly maintained and managed, and thus preserved in good condition.
●The Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties and other relevant regulations provide legal protection for the components.
●Their preservation and management is conducted in accordance with existing preservation and management plans.

ntinue preservation
management based
on the Law for the
(1) Appropriate
Protection of Cultupreservation
ral Properties and
and managother relevant reg
ement of the
ulations in order to
components
ensure the on-going protection of the
components.

●Directions and methods for prese- ●It is necessary to ac- (2) Continuatirvation and management of the components have been established,
based on findings from previous
research.
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tively promote research and information collection on the
components.

on of academic research

1 - (1)

1 - (2)
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001 Remains of Hara Castle

Summary of the component
Item

Location
Major constituent
elements and the
component area
Legal protection

Details

●Located in the southern part of the Shimabara Peninsula, in the south-eastern part
of the Nagasaki region.

●This component of the nominated property includes the entire area of the castle where

structural remains have been confirmed using historical documents, pictorial maps,
or archae-ological findings from excavations, and the places in which the rebels were
besieged, as well as the outposts of the Shogunate forces where they laid siege to
the rebels during the rebellion.

●Nationally designated and protected as a Historic Site under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

History of protection of the component
Year

1938
1977

Event

Nationally designated as a Historic Site.

Minamiarima Town (a section of the present Minamishimabara City) is appointed as
a custodial body of the Historic Site.
Preservation and Management Plan for Remains of Hara Castle’ is formulated.

1989

‘Environment Enhancement Plan for Remains of Hara Castle’ is formulated.

1992

Archaeological excavations begin for future preservation measures.

1996 to 1998
2000 to 2006
2010
2011
2013 to present
2017

Implementation of protective work for stone walls in the Honmaru area (installation of
sand bags for vegetation on the side slopes and tops of the stone walls, and the like).

Backfilling of excavations after completion of surveys, protective work for stone walls
in the Honmaru area, and the construction of temporary roads for management of the
historic site.

‘Preservation and Management Plan for Remains of Hara Castle’ is revised from the
version of 1977.

‘Environment Enhancement Plan for Remains for Remains of Hara Castle’ is revised
from the version of 1989.

Preservation measures (stabilisation work for cliff faces, exhibition of unearthed remains, installation of visitor facilities, etc.) implemented in the Honmaru area.

‘Environment Enhancement Plan for Remains of Hara Castle’ is to be revised from the
version of 2011.
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Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●It is necessary to systematically promote archaeological excavations in other areas as well as the Honmaru.
●Enhancement work is needed for some stone walls in the Honmaru area that underwent modification in the
modern times, in order to restore their original historic value.

●Erosion of the cliff face in the Honmaru area is increasing, making it necessary to implement risk prevention
work.

●Overgrowth of trees is raising the risk of them falling over after wind and rain, and is obstructing views.
Therefore, tree management is needed.

●It is necessary to reinforce existing land management systems in order to deal with the increase in abandoned
farmland.
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002 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado (Kasuga Village and Mt. Yasumandake)
003 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado (Nakaenoshima Island)
Summary of the components
Item

Location

Details

●Kasuga Village and Mt. Yasumandake are located on the western coast of Hirado Island in the north-western part of the Nagasaki region, and Nakaenoshima Island is
located to the north of Hirado Island.

●Analysis of pictorial maps and literature dating back to the Edo (until 1868) and Meiji
Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Legal protection

(1868 to 1912) periods has revealed that land use patterns throughout Kasuga Village, as well as the village structure reflecting the livelihoods of the original Hidden
Christian communities, remain almost unchanged since the 16th century, well beyond
the period of the ban on Christianity. The entire area of this component of the nominated property contains places where historic land use patterns remain that are associated with the Hidden Christian communities, as well as Mt. Yasumandake,
Hakusan-hime Shrine and its frontal approach way and associated stonework, the
remains of Saizenji Temple on the mountain as well as the natural forests around its
summit that were managed during the ban. The uninhabited island of Nakaenoshima
remains almost unchanged since the period of the ban. The entire area of the Hidden
Christians’ sacred island has therefore been included in the nominated property.

●Nationally selected and protected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law
for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

History of protection of the component
Year

2008 to 2009
2009
2010
2011

2013

Event

Implementation of preservation survey for Cultural Landscape of Hirado and Ikitsuki
Islands.

‘Conservation and Management Plan for Cultural Landscape of Hirado and Ikitsuki
Islands’ is formulated.

Nationally selected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the title ‘Cultural Landscape of Hirado Island’.

Academic research on historic remains within Hirado City is conducted, including archaeological excavations on Maruoyama hill.

Research conducted in collaboration with the Research Centre for Advanced Science
and Technology of Tokyo University, regarding landscape conservation on the western
coast of Hirado Island.

‘Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Hirado Island’ is formulated.
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Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●It is necessary to raise public awareness regarding visitor behaviour and to improve guidance for all those
visiting the villages.

●New systems are needed to maintain and manage farmland and forests in response to increasing difficulties
caused by changes in the social structure and an aging population.

●Further involvement of local communities and technical improvements should be encouraged to enhance
the management of the components.
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004 Sakitsu village in Amakusa
Summary of the component
Item

Location

Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Legal protection

Details

●Located in Kawaura Town, Amakusa City, Kumamoto Prefecture, in the south-eastern part of the Nagasaki region.

●Sakitsu Village has retained its original structure and layout, such as the main streets

and residential areas dating back to the period of the ban on Christianity, in good
condition. The boundary of the nominated property is delineated based on the area
of the Kogumi unit used in Hidden Christian communities. This includes the precincts
of the Shinto shrine where Hidden Christians secretly offered their prayers, the site
of the house of Mizukata, the site of the former village headmen’s house where the
Efumi ceremony took place (where the present Sakitsu Church now stands), as well
as the precincts and surroundings of the Former Sakitsu Church that was built after
the lifting of the ban.

●Nationally selected and protected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law
for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

History of protection of the component
Year

Chapter 3

Event

2007 to 2010

Implementation of preservation survey for Cultural Landscape of Tomitsu area.

2011

Nationally selected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the title ‘Fishing Village
Landscape of Sakitsu in Amakusa’.

2010

2012
2013
2014
2015

‘Conservation Plan for Fishing Village Landscape of Sakitsu in Amakusa’ is formulated.

Nationally selected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the title ‘Cultural Landscape of Sakitsu and Imatomi in Amakusa’.

Visual harmonisation measures such as the removal of PVC piping are implemented
in the precincts of Sakitsu Suwa Shrine.

‘Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Sakitsu and Imatomi in
Amakusa’ is formulated.

Visual harmonisation measures are implemented for houses in the village, such as
changing materials and colours of their exterior walls.
Sakitsu Area Disaster Prevention Plan’ is formulated.

Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●It is necessary to systematically improve appearance of houses and other structures that are not in keeping
with the landscape of the village and its surroundings.

●As houses are close together, fire prevention measures are essential for the village as a whole.

●Utilisation of the village, such as opening it up to the public, should be promoted in such way that tourism
does not have a negative impact on the living environment of local residents.
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005 Shitsu Village in Sotome

Summary of the component
Item

Location

Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Legal protection

Details

●Located in the Sotome area on the western coast of the Nishisonogi Peninsula, in
the central part of the Nagasaki region.

●Shitsu Village is an excellent illustration of the nature of Hidden Christian communities

in which believers secretly practiced their faith using the Catholic liturgical calendar,
catechism, and icons under the guidance of their religious leaders. Land use patterns
can still be seen that date back to the period of the ban on Christianity and have survived without major alteration, such as the site of the magistrate’s office, which controlled the village during the ban, the sites of the houses in which icons were kept,
and graveyards and spaces for work. The boundary of this component of the nominated property has been delineated to include all of these elements within the village.

●Shitsu Village has been nationally selected and protected as an Important Cultural
Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

●Shitsu Church has been nationally designated and protected as an Important Cultural
Property.

●The site of Shitsu Magistrate's Office and Village headmen's house is protected as a

part of the precincts of the Former Shitsu Aid Centre nationally designated as an
Important Cultural Property.

History of protection of the component
Year

2008 to 2012

2012

2014

Event

Implementation of preservation survey for Cultural Landscape in Sotome area
Nationally selected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the title ‘Landscape with
Terraces Retained by Stonework of Sotome in Nagasaki’.
‘Conservation Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by Stonework of Sotome in
Nagasaki’ is formulated.
‘Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by Stonework
of Sotome in Nagasaki’ is formulated.
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Shitsu Church and the Former Shitsu Aid Centre (including a vocational facility, macaroni workshop, and sardine-net workshop)
1882

Year

1883
1885

1999 to 2002
2003
2007 to 2013
2010
2011

Event

Shitsu Church is constructed.

The vocational facility and macaroni workshop is established.
The sardine-net workshop is established.

Preservation measures are taken for the sardine-net workshop.

The vocational facility, macaroni workshop and sardine-net workshop are nationally
designated as an Important Cultural Property under the title ‘Former Shitsu Aid
Centre’.
Preservation measures are taken for the vocational facility and macaroni workshop.
Preservation and Management Plans for Shitsu Church is formulated.

Shitsu Church is nationally designated as an Important Cultural Property.

Issues relating to preservation and management
●No particular issues at present.

Issues
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006 Ono Village in Sotome

Summary of the component
Item

Location
Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Legal protection

Details

●Located in the Sotome area on the western coast of the Nishisonogi Peninsula, in
the central part of the Nagasaki region.

●In Ono Village, land use patterns can still be seen dating back to the period of the

ban on Christianity without any major alteration, such as the three Shinto shrines
whose enshrined deities were secretly venerated and regarded as Catholic in origin
by Hidden Christian villagers, several graveyards containing Hidden Christians’
graves, and the original structure of the village. The boundary of this component of
the nominated property has been delineated to include all of these elements.

●Ono Village is to be nationally selected and protected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

●Ono Church has been nationally designated and protected as an Important Cultural
Property.

History of protection of the component
Year

Event

2012

‘Conservation Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by Stonework of Sotome in
Nagasaki’ is formulated.

2014

‘Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by Stonework
of Sotome in Nagasaki’ is formulated.

2016 to 2017

Preservation survey for Cultural Landscape in Ono area is being implemented.

2017

‘Conservation Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by Stonework of Sotome in
Nagasaki (Ono and Akakubi areas)’ is planned to be formulated.

Early 2018

Ono Village is to be additionally selected as a part of the ‘Landscape with Terraces Retained by Stonework of Sotome in Nagasaki’.

Ono Church
1893

Year

Event

Ono Church is constructed.

2003 to 2007

Preservation measures are implemented.

2008

Nationally designated as an Important Cultural Property.

2010

‘Preservation and Management Plan for Ono Church’ is formulated.
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Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●The owner of Ono Church, local residents and the public sector need to make a joint effort to carry out its

preservation and management, in conjunction with the decreasing number of local Catholics who now conduct most of its maintenance.

74

Current Situation and Issues Concerning the Components and Their Surroundings

Adequate preservation management and research for the components

Chapter 3

007 Villages on Kuroshima Island
Summary of the component
Item

Location

Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Legal protection

Details

●Located off the south-eastern coast of Hirado Island, in the north-western part of the
Nagasaki region.

●On Kuroshima Island, the six villages formed by the Hidden Christian migrants in the

first half of the 19th century still show land use patterns dating back to that period
without major alterations. The sites of the homes of Hidden Christian leaders and the
Hidden Christian graveyards also remain. The sites of houses used as temporary
churches and the first church building, all of which were built in the transitional phase
after the ban was lifted, still remain in good condition. The Buddhist villages that tacitly
accepted the Hidden Christian communities during the ban on Christianity, including
the Buddhist temple in which the Hidden Christians secretly venerated the Maria Kannon and the site of the magistrate’s office where the Efumi ceremony took place, are
also preserved in good condition. The entire island and all of these eight villages are
included in the nominated property, demonstrating how Buddhists and Hidden Christians coexisted during the ban.

●The villages on Kuroshima Island have been nationally selected and protected as an
Important Cultural Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

History of protection of the component
Year

2008 to 2011
2011

2014

Event

Preservation survey is conducted on the cultural landscape of Kuroshima Island.
‘Conservation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Kuroshima Island in Sasebo’ is formulated.
Nationally selected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the title ‘Cultural Landscape of Kuroshima in Sasebo’.
‘Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Kuroshima in Sasebo’ is
formulated.

Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●Abandoned graveyards need systems to be introduced to ensure their sustainable maintenance and management.

●It is necessary to reduce the risk of wild boar damage that could have a negative impact on the conservation
of graveyards and farmland on the island.
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008 Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island
Summary of the component
Item

Location

Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Legal protection

Details

●Located on the Ojika Islands, to the north of the Goto Islands.

●Nozaki Island has been uninhabited since the last villagers left the island in 2001,

but important elements of the site still remain in good condition, including the Okinokojima Shrine buildings and the huge stone formations behind them, which well
express the history of the migration of Hidden Christians to Nozaki Island; the residence building of the Shinto priests in the Nozaki area, which existed before the migration; the remains of the Hidden Christians’ villages established by migration,
Nokubi Village and Funamori Village, including the sites of the religious leaders’
houses, the Hidden Christian graveyards, the remains of residences, the stone walls
of the surrounding former farmlands; and churches or their former sites constructed
after the lifting of the ban. The entire island has been included in the nominated property—covering not only the steep terrain to which the Hidden Christians migrated but
also all of the remains bearing testimony to the story of the Hidden Christians.

●The remains of the villages have been nationally selected and protected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

History of protection of the component
Year

Event

2008 to 2012

Preservation survey is conducted on the cultural landscape of the Ojika Islands.

2011

Nationally selected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the title ‘Cultural Landscape of the Ojika Islands’.

2012

Repair work is conducted on the stone walls in the remains of Nokubi Village and along
some sections of a municipal road connecting the Nokubi and Nozaki sites.

2014

2015

2016

Conservation Plan for Cultural Landscape of the Ojika Islands’ is formulated.

Nozaki Island is additionally selected as part of the Important Cultural Landscape.

Removal of overgrown plants and installation of fences to keep out wild boar in the remains of Nokubi Village.

Surveys are conducted to ascertain the condition of stone walls in the villages of
Nokubi, Funamori and Nozaki, with regard to their future preservation.

‘Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Cultural Landscape of the Ojika Islands’ is formulated.

The Enhancement and Utilisation Plan is supplemented with disaster prevention measures.
Repair work is conducted on the former house of the priest of Okinokojima Shrine.

Installation of fences to keep out wild boar and deer, and traps to capture wild boar in
the remains of Nokubi Village.
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Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●Countermeasures are needed to cope with the increasing numbers of wild boar and deer that could have
a negative impact on the preservation of stone walls and conservation of the natural environment.

●The regular removal of Beach Vitex is required, as it overgrew in the Nokubi Village site in the past.

●Regular cleaning of the beach is needed to prevent the accumulation of marine litter that could have a negative impact on the vegetation and landscape.

●As it is currently difficult to control visitors on the island, reinforcement of management systems is needed
in order to protect the natural environment and the village remains.
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009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island
Summary of the component
Item

Location

Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Legal protection

Details

●Located off the eastern coast of Nakadori Island in the northern part of the Goto Islands.

●On Kashiragashima Island, the graveyard, presumably originally for smallpox patients
and dating back to premodern times, can still be seen, along with the residence and
grave of the leader who supported the settlement of Hidden Christians on the island,
despite the fact that he was a Buddhist, land use patterns and zoning dating to the
period of the ban, such as farmland cultivated by the Hidden Christian migrants, the
site of the temporary church as well as the church constructed after the end of the
ban, and the graveyards created by Hidden Christian communities—all preserved in
good condition. The boundary of this component of the nominated property has been
delineated to include the steep terrain of the island to which the Hidden Christians
resolved to migrate and all of the remains associated with the Hidden Christian faith
and which bear testimony to the background and process of their migration.

●The villages on Kashiragashima Island have been nationally selected and protected

as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.
●The site of the first Kashiragashima Church is protected as a part of the precincts of
the current Kashiragashima Church designated as an Important Cultural Property
under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

History of protection of the component
Year

2008 to 2013
2012

Event

Preservation survey is conducted on the cultural landscape of Kamigoto area.

‘Conservation Plan for Stone-built Village Landscape of Sakiura in Shinkamigoto’ is formulated.

Nationally selected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the title ‘Stone-built Village Landscape of Sakiura, Shinkamigoto’.

Kashiragashima Church
1919
2001
2003

Year

Kashiragashima Church is constructed.

Event

Nationally designated as an Important Cultural Property.

The precincts of the church are additionally designated to the Important Cultural Property.
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Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●It is necessary to systematically improve the appearance of buildings and structures that are not in keeping
with the overall landscape of the village.

●The owner of Kashiragashima Church, local residents and the public sector need to make a joint effort to
carry out its preservation and management, in conjunction with the decreasing number of local Catholics
who now conduct most of its maintenance.

79

Current Situation and Issues Concerning the Components and Their Surroundings

Adequate preservation management and research for the components

Chapter 3

010 Villages on Hisaka Island
Summary of the component
Item

Location

Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Legal protection

Details

●Located in the central part of the Goto Islands.

●The villages founded through migration of the Hidden Christians and the Buddhist

villages with which the migrants built up relationships based on mutual assistance
are located throughout Hisaka Island. The land use patterns, such as the work spaces
that bear witness to such mutual cooperation, are still preserved in good condition.
The island is dotted with churches and graveyards that were established during the
transitional phase of the Hidden Christians’ religious identities in the latter half of the
19th century. Therefore, the entire area of Hisaka Island has been included within
the boundary of the nominated property.

●The villages have been nationally selected and protected as an Important Cultural
Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

●The Former Gorin Church has been nationally designated and protected as an Important Cultural Property under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

History of protection of the component
Year

2008 to 2011

2011

2013

Event

Preservation survey is conducted on the cultural landscape of the Shimogoto area.
‘Conservation and Management Plan for Cultural Landscape of Hisaka Island in Goto’ is
formulated.
Nationally selected as an Important Cultural Landscape under the title ‘Cultural Landscape of Hisaka Island in Goto’.
‘Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Sakitsu and Imatomi in
Amakusa’ is formulated.
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Year

Chapter 3

Event

The building is constructed in Hamawaki Village on Hisaka Island.

1931

The building is relocated from Hamawaki to Gorin Village.

1985

The building is donated to Goto City on the occasion of the construction of a new
church in the village.

1986 to 1987

Preservation measures are implemented.

1999

Nationally designated as an Important Cultural Property.

2010

‘Preservation and Management Plan for Former Gorin Church’ is formulated.

2015

Disaster Prevention Plan for Former Gorin Church is formulated.

Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●Local residents, the public sector and other stakeholders need to make a joint effort to carry out preservation
and management of Hidden Christian graveyards, in conjunction with the decreasing number of local
Catholics who now conduct most of their maintenance.

●It is necessary to take systematic security and fire prevention measures at the Former Gorin Church.
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011 Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its Surroundings)
Summary of the component
Item

Location

Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Legal protection

Details

●Located on the western coast of Naru Island, in the central part of the Goto Islands.

●The boundary of this component of the nominated property was delineated to include
the small strip of flat land in the valley, which is typical of the topography on the Goto
Islands where Hidden Christians settled, and the Egami Church itself—constructed
in such a way that it is well adapted to that environment.

●Egami Church has been nationally designated and protected as an Important Cultural
Property under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

●The site of the first Egami Church is protected as a part of the precincts of the cuvrent

Egami Church designated as an Important Cuitural Property under the Low for the
Protection of Cultural Properties.
●The surroundings of Egami Village have been designated and protected as an
Important Landscape Area under the Goto City Landscape Ordinance.

History of protection of the component
Year

Event

2009

The Goto City Landscape Ordinance is established on the basis of the Landscape Act
enacted by the national government.

2010

The Goto City Landscape Plan is formulated.

Egami Church
1919

Year

Event

Egami Church is constructed.

2008

Nationally designated as an Important Cultural Property.

2010

‘Preservation and Management Plan for Egami Church’ is formulated.

2012

The precincts of the church are additionally designated to the Important Cultural Property.

2014

‘Disaster Prevention Plan for Egami Church’ is formulated.

From 2016

Partial repair work is being conducted on the church.
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Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●Aging of the exterior walls and other parts of the church can be observed, requiring repair work to be undertaken.

●The owner of Egami Church, local residents and the public sector need to make a joint effort to carry out
its preservation and management, in conjunction with the decreasing number of local Catholics who now
conduct most of its maintenance.

●Consideration should be given to the removal of the building of Former Egami Elementary School and subsequent utilisation of the site.
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012 Oura Cathedral

Summary of the component
Item

Location

Major constituent
elements and the
component area

Details

●Located in the Oura area of Nagasaki City, in the central part of the Nagasaki region.
●Oura Cathedral was the place that triggered the new transitional phase in religious

identity among the Hidden Christian communities. The boundary of this component
of the nominated property is delineated to comprise not only the cathedral building
but its entire precincts, including the Former House of the Archbishop where the missionaries used to live, the Former Latin Seminary and the Former Catechist School,
both of which provided the driving forces for the Hidden Christians to rejoin the
Catholic Church.

●The entire precincts of Oura Cathedral, including other buildings and structures
Legal protection

therein, have been nationally designated and protected as a Historic Site under the
Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.
●Oura Cathedral has been nationally designated and protected as a National Treasure
under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.
●Minamiyamate district, in which the cathedral is located, has been nationally selected
and protected as an Important Preservation District for Groups of Traditional Buildings
under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

History of protection of the component
2012
2013

Year

Event

Nationally designated as a Historic Site under the title ‘Precinct of Oura Cathedral’.
‘Preservation and Management Plan for Precinct of Oura Cathedral’ is formulated.
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Oura Cathedral, the Former Latin Seminary, the Former House of Archbishop, and
the Former Catechist School
Year

Event

1864

Oura Cathedral is constructed.

1875

The Former Latin Seminary is constructed.

Around 1883

The Former Catechist School is constructed.

1915

The Former House of Archbishop is constructed.

1933

Oura Cathedral is designated as a National Treasure.

1947 to 1951

Preservation measures are taken for the cathedral to repair the war damage.

1972

The Former Latin Seminary is nationally designated as an Important Cultural Property.

1979 to 1981

Preservation measures are taken for the Former Latin Seminary.

1991

Minamiyamate district is nationally selected as an Important Preservation District for
Groups of Traditional Buildings.

2010

‘Preservation and Management Plan for Oura Cathedral and Former Latin Seminary’ is
formulated.

2016

‘Utilisation Plan for Former Catechist School’ is formulated.

Issues relating to preservation and management
Issues

●As aging can be observed in the Former Catechist School, consideration should be given to its utilisation
and preservation measures.

●Aging can also be observed in some brick structures in the precincts. This requires repair work.

●Overgrowth of trees in the immediate vicinity of the buildings disrupts views. This requires regular tree
cutting and management.
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2. Conserving and forming surrounding environments
suitable for World Heritage sites
e components are primarily distributed along

lish and conserve buﬀer zones based on a com-

the coast and on remote islands and peninsulas.

mon set of shared policies.

Most of the components are located in remote,

Each of the components has its own

narrow areas, surrounded by beautiful moun-

preservation and management plan as well as an

tains and the sea. Each has a characteristic land-

enhancement and utilisation plan. It is impor-

scape which also reflects daily life and the

tant that the owners of these sites, the public sec-

livelihoods of the local people in each area. Fur-

tor and local residents all collaborate in order to

thermore, many churches, which constitute im-

eﬀectively continue to enhance the surrounding

portant elements of the components, are located

landscapes, in accordance with such plans. On

in the central or hilly parts of villages, where

the other hand, due consideration also needs to

they still retain a tranquil atmosphere in har-

be given to the needs of local residents in proj-

mony with local residents’ daily life and their

ects dealing with living infrastructure and the

historic surroundings. Oura Cathedral is the

like. For this reason, the relevant municipalities

only site that is located in an urban area, within

have established enhancement and utilisation

the former foreign settlement that still contains

committees composed of experts and represen-

many well-conserved historic buildings. e

tatives of the local population so as to promote

cathedral is popular with both Japanese and

projects by incorporating not only academic ad-

overseas visitors, and is one of Nagasaki’s major

vice but also various opinions and requests from

tourist attractions.

local communities themselves. It is also neces-

e components and their surrounding

sary to actively promote projects in order to re-

environments have diﬀerent characteristics in

move negative factors and contribute to

terms of their locations and associated land-

improvement of the landscape based on a com-

scapes. us, various measures are being taken

mon approach and comprehensive policies for

to help preserve these characteristics, such as

all the components.

conservation of the natural environment and

It is noteworthy that the landscapes of

controls imposed on the erection of new build-

farming and fishing villages selected as Impor-

ings and structures. In order to prevent negative

tant Cultural Landscapes under the Law for the

impacts on the Outstanding Universal Value of

Protection of Cultural Properties are charac-

the nominated property and to help maintain

terised as being living cultural properties in their

the surrounding environment of the compo-

own right. In other words, they are to be main-

nents in good condition, it is necessary to estab-

tained by the activities of local residents. ere-
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fore, eﬀorts are being made to obtain the under-

participate, and giving due consideration to the

standing and cooperation of local communities

current situation of local communities and the

and to conserve the surrounding environments

livelihoods of the local residents.

in a way that is suitable for World Heritage sites

e locations and landscape characteris-

by making eﬀective use of the enhancement and

tics of each component are outlined below. e

utilisation committees, holding meetings at

current state of their conservation and related is-

which representatives of the local population

sues are also summarised for each component.

Conservation, Visual Harmonisation Measures, and Landscape Development
▲

▲
Conserving and forming surrounding environments suitable for World Heritage sites

Maintenance

Establishment of buffer zones

Establish buffer zones in order to maintain
the scenic harmony between their components and the surrounding environments.

Visual harmonisation

▲

●Maintain pleasant landscapes
●Remove negative impacts
●Improve landscapes

▲

Improvement
▲
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Improve the appearance of existing buildings, structures, and terrain in order to
achieve harmony with the landscape surrounding the components and to help conserve their value.

Landscape enhancement

Enhance the form and layout of new and
existing buildings, structures, and terrain to
form a desirable landscape in keeping with
the value of the components.
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Current conditions and issues related to task group No. 2 in Table 1-001 (summarising the structure of this
plan)

Task group

Current condition

●Most of the components are
located on remote islands
and peninsulas. Therefore, it
has been possible to maintain a tranquil atmosphere.

●It is necessary to establish (1) Conservatibuffer zones in order to prevent negative impacts on
the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated
property, and to conserve
the landscape and ensure
that each component remains in harmony with its
surrounding environment.

●Oura Cathedral is a major

tourist attraction located in
the former foreign settlement
area that still contains many
well-conserved historic buildings.

2

Conserving and
forming surrounding environments suitable
for World Heritage sites

●Enhancement project plans
are formulated for each component and implemented after review by enhancement
and utilisation committees of
the relevant municipalities.

●Enhancement of the environment surrounding each component needs to be carried
out in keeping with the characteristic features of the locationsand landscapes.

●It is necessary to gain the un-

derstanding and cooperation
of local residents in order to
ensure that the surrounding
environments are permanently conserved and form
fully integrated landscapes in
conjunction with the components.

Issue
No.

Issues

on of the buffer zones (maintaining sur
rounding environments in
a form that is
suitable for World Heritage sites)

2- (1)

●It is necessary to make co-

mprehensive adjustments
regarding the selection of
sites for enhancement, policies and procedures for
obtaining definite results,
the extent of progress, and
(2)Visual harmthe like.
onisation measures
and la●It is necessary to underndscaping
nestand the relationship bear
the
compo
tween the components and
their surrounding environ- nents (to impments, and to have a sha- rove nearby
red understanding regard- scenery in a
ing their integral protection. manner suitable for World
Heritage sites)
●When formulating and enacting enhancement programmes for the components, a process for building consensus based on a
shared understanding among all parties is necessary.
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Summary

●The Remains of Hara Castle are located on the plains at the southernmost part of

the Shimabara Peninsula. In its northern part, some areas alongside expressways
are undergoing urbanisation but there are, as yet, few high-rise buildings that block
the view. Most of the surroundings are residential or agricultural areas. Hinoe Castle,
which has a close historical association with the component because a Christian feudal lord from the Arima clan used to live there, is located in the northern part of the
urban area.

●At present, there are no scheduled developments that could have a negative impact

on the conservation of the component. Therefore, its surroundings are conserved in
good condition.
●Visual harmonisation measures are being taken to improve the landscape. For example, the colour of utility poles in the immediate vicinity of the castle is being reviewed.
●Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding area
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Minamishimabara City enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act.
This scheme has been put in place to help control development projects.

002, 003 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado
Item

Summary

●The components are located in the western part of Hirado Island. Agriculture and

forestry are still carried out around Kasuga Village and traditional features can still
be
seen, such as terraced rice paddies and fields cultivated on steep slopes, as well
Location of the comas
houses
with high fences and wooden walls. Around Mt. Yasumandake, the natural
ponent and the charenvironment,
including virgin forests, has been well-conserved since the period of
acteristics of its surthe
ban
on
Christianity.
rounding landscape
●The sea area around Nakaenoshima Island has not undergone any major developments other than those associated with fishing, and has been conserved in
good condition.

●At present, there are no scheduled developments that could have a negative impact

Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

on the conservation of the component. Therefore, its surroundings are conserved in
good condition. Modifications were made in the initial planning phase of an on-going
project to improve the road connecting Hirado and Tabira - changing the construction
route, shortening the length of tunnels, and greening the area in consideration of the
possible negative impacts on preservation of the components.
●Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding area
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Hirado City enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act. This scheme
has been put in place to help control development projects.
● The area surrounding the components is designated as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties. Therefore, the authorities must be notified of any alteration to the existing state within the designated area,
and no construction of wind power stations and the like that could disrupt the exist
ing view is allowed.
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Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

Summary

●Nakaenoshima Island and the surroundings of Mt. Yasumandake are designated as

Saikai National Park under the Natural Parks Act. This regulates construction of structures, cutting down of trees, and the like. The nearby sea area is designated as
an Ordinary Zone in a Nationally-designated Park under the said law, requiring that
theauthorities must be notified before any of the aforementioned developments are
implemented.

004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa
Item

Location of the component and the characteristics of its surrounding landscape

Chapter 3

Summary

●Sakitsu Village is located on the western side of a calm inlet of Yokaku Bay, which
also forms a natural port. The village is located on a narrow strip of land running from
north to south between the coast and the mountains. The livelihood of the local population is centred on fishing. The nearby maritime area has not undergone any major
developments, excluding those relating to fishing port facilities, and it has been conserved in good condition.

●There are large-scale public facilities such as national highways and harbour facili-

Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

ties around the component, and it is assumed that their maintenance and repair will
continue to be performed on a regular basis. Shore protection and river improvement work is planned to protect against typhoons and storm surges. It will be necessary to maintain a balance between such work and preserving the existing landscape
of the surrounding area. Public works projects have been properly controlled in the
area, allowing effective conservation of the existing environment.
●Visitor facilities have been set up in the immediate vicinity of Sakitsu Church, in keeping with the existing village landscape.
●Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding area
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Amakusa City enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act. This
scheme has been put in place to help control development projects.
●The area surrounding the component is designated as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties. Therefore, the authorities must be notified of any alteration to the existing state within the designated area.
●Mountain forests on the opposite shore from Sakitsu Village are designated as
Unzen-Amakusa National Park under the Natural Parks Act. This regulates construction of structures, cutting down of trees, and the like.
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005 Shitsu Village in Sotome
Item

Location of the component and the characteristics of its surrounding landscape

Chapter 3

Summary

●Shitsu Village is located in the Sotome area on the western coast of the Nishisonogi

Peninsula. The village was founded on a low terrace in a valley surrounded by mountains. Sloping terrain around the village is mainly used as farmland and was first
opened up for cultivation during the period of the ban on Christianity. The nearby
sea area has not undergone any major developments, excluding those related
to fishing port facilities, and it has been conserved in good condition.

●At present, there are no scheduled developments that could have a negative impact
Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

on the conservation of the component. Therefore, its surroundings are conserved in
good condition.
●Efforts are being made to preserve a favourable landscape in the vicinity of the Shitsu
Church and the Former Shitsu Aid Centre. For example, the design of guardrails was
adjusted when the nearby municipal road was improved, and utility poles and power
lines were removed. The new visitor facility in the component area has also been designed to match the surrounding landscape.
●Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding area
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Nagasaki City enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act. This
scheme has been put in place to help control development projects.
●The area surrounding the component is designated as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

006 Ono Village in Sotome
Item

Location of the component and the characteristics of its surrounding landscape

Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

Summary

●Ono Village is located in the Sotome area on the western coast of the Nishisonogi

Peninsula. The village is sited on the sloping terrain extending from Mt. Onodake to
the East China Sea. Small sections of this steeply sloping terrain are used for residential and farming purposes.

●At present, there are no scheduled developments that could have a negative impact

on the conservation of the component. Therefore, its surroundings are conserved in
good condition.
●Visual harmonisation measures have been taken in the village by removing utility
poles and power lines in the vicinity to ensure a favourable landscape. The new visitor
facility adjoining the church has been designed to match the surrounding landscape.
●Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding area
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Nagasaki City enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act. This
scheme has been put in place to help control development projects.
●The area surrounding the component is to be designated as an Important Cultural
Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties in 2018, supplementing existing legal protection for the village.
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007 Villages on Kuroshima Island
Item

Location of the component and the characteristics of its surrounding landscape

Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

Summary

● Kuroshima Island is located to the south of Hirado Island and covers almost 4.6
square kilometres. It has a flat, plateau-like geography extending outwards from a
mountain in its centre. There are several small fishing and farming villages on the island. The sea area surrounding the island has not undergone any major developments, except for fishing facilities, and it has been conserved in good condition.

● At present, there are no scheduled developments that could have a negative impact

on the conservation of the component. Therefore, its surroundings are conserved in
good condition.
● Efforts are being made to preserve a favourable landscape on Kuroshima Island
through relocation of utility poles and power lines in the immediate vicinity of
Kuroshima Church, and other initiatives.
● Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding areas
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Sasebo City enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act. This scheme
has been put in place to help control development projects.
● Kuroshima Island is designated as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law
for the Protection of Cultural Properties. Therefore, the authorities must be notified
of any alteration to the existing state within the designated area, and construction of
wind power stations and the like that could disrupt the view is not allowed.

008 Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island
Item

Location of the component and the characteristics of its surrounding landscape

Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

Chapter 3

Summary

●Nozaki Island is located to the north of the Goto Islands. It is now uninhabited and

covers an area of almost 73 square kilometres. Its natural environment, rich in subtropical fauna and flora, has been conserved. The surrounding maritime area has
not undergone any development to date, and is also well conserved.

●Nozaki Island is currently under the management of Ojika Town. Its natural environ-

ment and historic resources are used for education and tourism. It is extremely unlikely that any development project will be implemented on this island by either the
private or public sector.
● Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments on Nozaki Island or in its
western sea area is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the
landscape ordinance and related plans of Ojika Town enacted on the basis of the
Landscape Act. This scheme has been put in place to help control development projects.
● Nozaki Island is designated as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law for
the Protection of Cultural Properties. Therefore, the authorities must be notified of
any alteration to the existing state within the designated area, and construction of
wind power stations and the like that could disrupt the view is not allowed.
●The island is also designated as Saikai National Park under the Natural Parks Act.
This regulates construction of structures, cutting down of trees, and the like. The
nearby sea area is designated as an Ordinary Zone in a Nationally-designated
Park under the said law, requiring that the authorities are notified before any of the
aforementioned developments are implemented.
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009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island
Item

Location of the component and the characteristics of its surrounding landscape

Chapter 3

Summary

●Kashiragashima Island is located off the eastern coast of Nakadori Island, and occu-

pies an area of almost 19 square kilometres. It is primarily composed of steep hills
and has little flat land. Most of the terrain is used for residential or farming purposes,
with small villages situated in narrow valleys. Except for some earthmoving during
the construction of Kamigoto Airport in 1981, the area surrounding the component,
both on land and in the nearby sea area, has not undergone any major developments and it has been conserved in good condition.

● At present, there are no scheduled developments that could have a negative impact

Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

on the conservation of the component. Therefore, its surroundings are conserved in
good condition.
●Efforts are being made to preserve a favourable landscape in Shirahama Village by,
for example, installing underground power transmission cables, changing the colour
of the exterior of public facilities, and using natural materials for protective sea fences.
●Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding area
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Shinkamigoto Town enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act. This
scheme has been put in place to help control development projects.
● The Sakiura area, which includes Kashiragashima Island, is designated as an Important Cultural Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.
Therefore, the authorities must be notified of any alteration to the existing state within
the designated area, and the construction of wind power stations and the like that
could disrupt the view is not allowed.
●Rokuro Island, which is located off the northern coast of Kashiragashima Island, is
designated as Saikai National Park under the Natural Parks Act. This regulates construction of structures, cutting down of trees, and the like. The nearby sea area
is designated as an Ordinary Zone in Nationally-designated Park under the said law.
This requires that the authorities are notified before any of the aforementioned developments are implemented.

93

Current Situation and Issues Concerning the Components and Their Surroundings

Conserving and forming surrounding environments suitable for World Heritage sites

010 Villages on Hisaka Island
Item

Location of the component and the characteristics of its surrounding landscape

Chapter 3

Summary

●Hisaka Island is one of the Goto Islands and covers an area of almost 37.3 square

kilometres. It is primarily composed of hills with little flat land. In flat, narrow strips of
land in its coastal areas and river valleys, there are several small fishing and farming villages. The sea area surrounding the island has not undergone any major
developments, except for fishing facilities, and it has been conserved in good condition.

● At present, there are no scheduled developments that could have a negative impact

Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

on the conservation of the component. Therefore, its surroundings are conserved in
good condition.
● Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding areas
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Goto City enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act. This scheme
has been put in place to help control development projects.
●The entire Hisaka Island and its port areas are designated as an Important Cultural
Landscape under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties. Therefore, the
authorities must be notified of any alteration to the existing state within the designated area, and construction of wind power stations and the like that could disrupt
the view is not allowed.
●Mountain forests on the eastern coast of the island are designated as Saikai National
Park under the Natural Parks Act. This regulates the construction of structures, cutting
down of trees, and the like. The nearby sea area is designated as an Ordinary
Zone in a Nationally-designated Park under the said law, requiring that the authori
ties are notified before any of the aforementioned developments are implemented.

011 Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its Surroundings)
Item

Location of the component and the characteristics of its surrounding landscape

Summary

● Egami

Village is located on the western coast of Naru Island, in the central part of
the Goto Islands. This small village occupies a flat, narrow strip of land along the
Egami River where the terrain has been used for residential areas, farming, public
facilities (including the site of an elementary school) and other purposes. The village
sits in a small valley surrounded by thick forests—a typical example of the locations
on the Goto Islands to which Hidden Christians migrated during the period of the ban
on Christianity.
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Item

Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surrou-ndings of the component

Summary

● At present, there are no scheduled developments that could have a negative impact

on the conservation of the component Therefore, its surroundings are conserved in
good condition.
● As part of shore protection work conducted in 2014, masonry-style walls were used
to blend in with the village landscape based on existing stone walls. The design of a
new visitor facility set up on the site of the elementary school was also chosen to
match the landscape and fit in with its surroundings.
● Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding areas
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Goto City enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act. This scheme
has been put in place to help control development projects.
● The nearby sea area is designated as a Fishing Port Area under the Act on Development of Fishing Ports and Grounds. This controls the development of fishing
port facilities.

012 Oura Cathedral
Item

Location of the component and the characteristics of its surrounding landscape

Chapter 3

Summary

● The Minamiyamate district, in which the component is located, was the site of the

foreign settlement after the opening of Japan to foreign trade and the townscape,
dating back to the 19th century, has been conserved in good condition. This district,
and the neighbouring Higashiyamate district, now comprise one of the leading tourist
attractions in the country. As the component is close to the centre of the city and is
undergoing urbanisation, there are public facilities such as schools and hospitals, as
well as apartment buildings, commercial buildings and harbour facilities, in its surroundings.

● As development projects are often carried out in the surrounding areas to maintain

Conservation state
and related issues
regarding the surroundings of the component

urban infrastructure such as roads and sewerage, control measures are needed to
prevent them from having a negative impact on the preservation of the component.
A high level of land use in the urban area, due to the construction of apartments and
other buildings, is making it necessary to properly regulate their height in order to
preserve views to and from the component.
● Anyone who intends to construct a building or structure that is larger than the prescribed scale, or wishes to carry out specific developments in the surrounding areas
is required to notify the authorities in accordance with the landscape ordinance and
related plans of Nagasaki City enacted on the basis of the Landscape Act. This
scheme effectively controls development projects, and establishes the maximum
height of any buildings and structures that are newly constructed.
● The area surrounding the cathedral is divided into several districts, and standards
specified for each district regulate the form, type of use, and the like of buildings in
accordance with the City Planning Act. The Minamiyamate and Higashiyamate districts have been designated as a Scenic Zone under the Nagasaki City Scenic Zone
Ordinance enacted on the basis of the said act—controlling construction of new buildings and structures, and other activities.
● The Minamiyamate and Higashiyamate districts have been nationally selected as
Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Traditional Buildings under the Law
for the Protection of Cultural Properties. This regulates any alterations made to the
existing state of buildings, structures, and lands therein.

95

Current Situation and Issues Concerning the Components and Their Surroundings

Minimising the negative effects of development, environmental changes and natural disasters

Chapter 3

3. Minimising the negative effects of development, environmental changes and natural disasters
Each component of the nominated property has

tion is required under the law in case anyone in-

been preserved in good condition, and preven-

tends to alter the existing state or carry out ac-

tive measures are implemented whenever neces-

tivities that may negatively impact their

sary, taking account of various pressures that

conservation. Therefore, the law prevents any

could have a negative impact on their preserva-

developments that may damage the Outstanding

tion. ese pressures are described in the follow-

Universal Value of the nominated property. Fur-

ing sections.

thermore, height, forms, design, colours, and the
like of buildings and structures are controlled

(1) Development Pressures (e.g.,
encroachment, adaptation, agriculture, mining)

during construction, extension, and relocation
based on the landscape plans prepared in accordance with the Landscape Act by the relevant
municipalities. In this way, the authorities control such activities and ensure visual harmony

As a general rule, the Law for the Protection of

with the traditional village landscapes.

Cultural Properties strictly regulates any alter-

The environment surrounding the com-

ations to the existing state of the components of

ponents of the nominated property, such as

the nominated property and other activities that

farming villages and remote islands, has experi-

may negatively affect their preservation, exclud-

enced relatively little impact from development,

ing measures taken for the sake of their preser-

with the exception of Oura Cathedral which is

vation and restoration. Therefore, no develop-

located in an urban area. Up to the present, pro-

ment that could damage the Outstanding Uni-

jects related to daily life have been carried out in

versal Value of the nominated property is ever

residential areas, such as the construction of

carried out.

houses and roads, installation of utility poles,

Villages included in the nominated prop-

water and sewage services, but none of these

erty are protected by the Law for the Protection

projects have had any negative impact on the

of Cultural Properties and the Landscape Act.

preservation of the components. In 2011, Na-

With regard to the important constituent ele-

gasaki Prefecture established the ‘Guidelines for

ments specified in conservation plans formu-

Public Works toward World Heritage Registra-

lated on the basis of the said law for the

tion’, which consolidated various approaches to

Important Cultural Landscapes, prior notifica-

the landscape development of the surrounding
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areas as well as public works’ design, and the pre-

construction and other activities related to any

fecture is now pursuing the construction of so-

building that could obstruct the scenery sur-

cial infrastructure in harmony with the

rounding the cathedral.

surrounding landscape in accordance with these

In recent years, construction of solar, wind

guidelines. Kumamoto Prefecture also through-

and tidal power generation facilities has been

ly pursues environmental considerations, and in

planned in the areas surrounding the compo-

1997 it enacted the ‘Kumamoto Prefecture

nents of the nominated property in order to

Environmental Impact Consideration for Public

make use of renewable energy. The relevant mu-

Works’.

nicipalities carefully perform simulations of the

The urban area surrounding Oura Cathe-

likely impact on the surrounding landscape and

dral is close to the centre of Nagasaki City, and

environment caused by the construction of such

thus it has seen considerable development in the

facilities during the project planning phase, and

form of high-rise apartments and commercial

they also make adjustments and coordinate with

buildings, giving rise to concern about the neg-

others to prevent any negative impact on the

ative impact on the landscape. The area sur-

conservation of the components and their sur-

rounding the cathedral has, therefore, been

rounding environment. In most of the areas se-

designated as an Important Preservation District

lected as Important Cultural Landscapes under

for Groups of Historic Buildings under the Law

the Law for the Protection of Cultural Proper-

for the Protection of Cultural Properties and as

ties, construction of new wind power generation

a Scenic Zone under the City Planning Act. Any

facilities, steel tower structures and the like are

development within the designated area, includ-

regulated as a preventive measure to ensure the

ing the construction, extension, reconstruction

preservation of the components.

or relocation of any building or structure, re-

Figures 3-002 to 3-009 summarise devel-

quires the permission of the mayor, allowing for

opment projects that are planned within the

strict regulation of activities that could nega-

component areas or their surroundings at pres-

tively impact the landscape. Furthermore, the

ent. Any project does not planned within Sakitsu

area surrounding the cathedral, including the

Village in Amakusa (Component 004), Remains

urban area, has been designated as a Landscape

of Villages on Nozaki Island (Component 008)

Development Priority Area under the Nagasaki

and Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami

City Landscape Ordinance established on the

Church and its Surroundings; Component 011).

basis of the Landscape Act, which controls the
height, location, form, design and colours of all
buildings and structures, thereby restricting
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Figure 3-002 Map of planned development projects [001 Remains of Hara Castle]
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Figure 3-003 Map of planned development projects [002, 003 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places
in Hirado]
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Figure 3-004 Map of planned development projects [005 Shitsu Village in Sotome]
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Figure 3-005 Map of planned development projects [006 Ono Village in Sotome]

101

Chapter 3

Current Situation and Issues Concerning the Components and Their Surroundings

Minimising the negative effects of development, environmental changes and natural disasters

Chapter 3

Legend
N

Nominated property

Road-related work (roadside ditch improvement work)

Buffer zone

Improvement work for water and sewerage services

scale = 1/50,000
0

0.4

0.8

River improvement work
1.2

1.6

2.0 (km)

Figure 3-006 Map of planned development projects [007 Villages on Kuroshima Island]
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Figure 3-007 Map of planned development projects [009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island]
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Figure 3-008 Map of planned development projects [010 Villages on Hisaka Island]
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Figure 3-009 Map of planned development projects [012 Oura Cathedral]

105

Chapter 3

Current Situation and Issues Concerning the Components and Their Surroundings

Minimising the negative effects of development, environmental changes and natural disasters

(2) Environmental pressures (e.g.,
pollution, climate change, desertification)

Chapter 3

tiful shorelines and excellent coastal views are
distinguishing elements of the nominated property. In recent years, however, the fine beach
views have sometimes been blemished by the in-

There are several kinds of environmental pres-

crease in the amount of rubbish washing ashore,

sure that have the potential to impact the preser-

such as plastic bottles, lighters, used polyethy-

vation of the components of the nominated

lene tanks and driftwood, causing concerns over

property, such as air pollution, acid rain, in-

diminishing coastal functions and environmen-

creases in drifting rubbish along the coastline,

tal damage to the coastline and its ecosystem.

and damage caused by wildlife. At the present

Nagasaki and Kumamoto Prefectures are

time, no adverse effect on the Outstanding Uni-

working with the Ministry of Environment,

versal Value of the nominated property has yet

neighbouring countries, municipal govern-

occurred as a result of any of these factors. De-

ments, private organisations and other related

spite this, from the perspective discussed below,

organisations to collect and dispose of rubbish

there are potential risks to the components and

as well as to prevent it from being washed

their surrounding environment that will require

ashore. They are pursuing measures related to

efforts to be made over the long term.

environmental education and raising awareness

a) Air pollution

among the general public. Furthermore, local
residents and private organisations are engaged

There is a possibility that air pollution, including

in coastal clean-up efforts in and around several

acid rain, could cause corrosion, deterioration,

components.

or staining of buildings and structures within the
components of the nominated property. Mea-

c) Damage from wildlife

suring stations installed in both Nagasaki and

Due to changes in the natural and social envi-

Kumamoto Prefectures (42 in Nagasaki, 36 in

ronment, animals such as deer and wild boar

Kumamoto) monitor air pollutants and acid rain

have been causing increased damage to agricul-

that could affect the components, such as sul-

ture and forestry areas. In Nagasaki Prefecture

phur oxide, nitrogen oxide, airborne particles

in particular, there is a growing trend of damage

and photochemical oxidants.

to farm crops caused by wild boars. Such dam-

b) Marine litter

age can be an underlying cause of the reduction

Many of the components of the nominated

Moreover, wild boars have the habit of slathering

property are located near the seacoast, and beau-

themselves in mud and digging up large

in harvested areas and deterioration of villages.
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amounts of earth when searching for food, neg-

based on this risk analysis to ensure that natural

atively affecting the preservation of remains and

disasters will not damage the Outstanding Uni-

artefacts that are kept underground. Such be-

versal Value of the nominated property.

haviour has caused damage to and destruction

a) Storm, floodwater, and landslide

of some stone walls and other structures.

damage

In the villages of the nominated property,
such damage has been prevented by installing

Nagasaki and Kumamoto Prefectures are geo-

fences around farmland and graveyards, and

graphically likely to be affected by weather fronts

felling thickets and bamboo groves to restrict the

developing around the East China Sea and ty-

living space of wild animals. Furthermore, in

phoons originating in the Pacific Ocean. The re-

order to systematically reduce wildlife damage

gion has experienced large-scale storm and

and help maintain existing ecosystems, Nagasaki

floodwater damage in the past, such as during

and Kumamoto Prefectures are attempting to

the Isahaya Torrential Rains (1957), the Na-

capture any harmful wildlife.

gasaki Torrential Rains (1982), Typhoon 19
(1991), Typhoon 18 (1999), and Typhoon 13

(3) Natural disasters and risk preparedness (earthquakes, floods, fires, etc.)

(2006), all of which caused extensive damage in
the region.
The Shimabara Peninsula, in which the
Hara Castle remains are located, can also be affected by landslide damage due to its volcanic

The region in which the nominated property is

ash soil. In the castle remains, sediment flows

located is likely to suffer damage from natural

and partial landslides on slopes have occurred

disasters such as storms, floods, earthquakes and

in the past due to heavy rains. Minamishimabara

fires. The relevant municipalities have all estab-

City, the custodial body for this site, systemati-

lished regional disaster prevention plans in order

cally conducts soil investigations involving bor-

to respond to these issues, and they are taking

ing surveys and flow rate analysis of rainwater

measures in accordance with the basic policies

drainage, and based on the results the city is tak-

laid down in these plans. In addition, preserva-

ing measures to restore the topography of col-

tion and management plans have been prepared

lapsed areas and prevent future collapses.

for each component of the nominated property,

Some churches built in former Hidden

including risk analysis taking into account their

Christian villages have experienced breakage of

surrounding environment and current state of

stained glass windows, etc., scattering of roofing

conservation. Specific measures are being taken

tiles caused by strong winds, and staining of
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outer walls caused by leakage. Preservation

Fukuoka Prefecture in March 2005 and a M7.3

measures including reroofing, leak repairs and

earthquake hit Kumamoto in April 2016, no

the like have, therefore, been implemented. Fur-

damage from these earthquakes has occurred to

thermore, local Catholics conduct small-scale

the components of the nominated property to

repairs as necessary during their regular man-

date. However, Mount Fugen is currently active

agement of the churches.

in the centre of the Shimabara Peninsula in the

The relevant municipalities, in accordance

southern part of Nagasaki Prefecture, and its

with their regional disaster prevention plans, are

eruptions from 1990 to 1995 caused significant

undertaking various types of construction work

damage to the surrounding area. Also, surveys

to prevent sediment flows, landslides, collapses

in recent years have revealed the existence of a

of cliff faces and river flooding in locations

group of active fault lines in Unzen, stretching

where such damage has occurred in the past or

from Shimabara Bay through the Shimabara

is at risk of occurring in the future. Furthermore,

Peninsula to Tachibana Bay. Survey results sug-

monitoring systems have been put in place to

gest that if the eastern and western parts of the

monitor the water levels of major rivers and ma-

southern edge of the Unzen trough fault zone

rine tides, and any observed abnormalities are

experience simultaneous quakes, an earthquake

rapidly relayed to the relevant organisations.

of around M7.0 may occur.

Each manager of the buildings or structures con-

Each municipality, in accordance with its

stituting the components of the nominated

regional disaster prevention plan, is systemati-

property undertakes regular inspections in order

cally taking various measures to protect against

to detect any abnormalities. Moreover, after the

future earthquake disasters, such as strengthen-

passing of a typhoon, inspections are quickly

ing the seismic resistance of buildings, carrying

performed and, in the event of any abnormality,

out preventive work on locations at risk of land-

appropriate emergency measures or repairs are

slides and collapses, constructing protective

carried out. Therefore, the components are all

breakwaters to lessen tsunami damage, and im-

conserved in good condition.

plementing afforestation and erosion control

b) Earthquakes

work on dormant volcanoes. Churches and

Despite its location in a country that has fre-

tural Properties have their seismic resistance as-

quent earthquakes, the Nagasaki region experi-

sessed when large-scale preservation measures

ences comparatively few such events. Further-

are carried out, and are suitably reinforced

more, although a M7.0 earthquake occurred in

through necessary anti-seismic efforts.

other buildings designated as Important Cul-

Kyushu in the western area offshore from
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c) Fires

carry out firefighting activities by themselves

Churches and other buildings included as com-

alone. Therefore, local residents also participate

ponents of the nominated property incorporate

in fire drills so that they can enhance readiness

a large amount of timber and are, therefore, vul-

and collaborate with the owners in cases of fire.

nerable to fire. According to recent statistics,
human activities such as the careless use of fire,
fireworks, and arson have all been major factors
that have led to partial damage or eveArial
Boldn the total destruction of buildings designated as cultural properties in Japan. In the future, a rise in the number of visitors to the
nominated property is expected due to its World
Heritage nomination bid. Therefore, fire prevention measures will need to be strengthened.
Under the direction of the relevant fire authorities, each component of the nominated
property has a firefighting system and fire prevention equipment, such as water tanks and fire
extinguishers. It is noteworthy that local residents form volunteer firefighting groups in
Japan in addition to the professional firefighters
employed by municipalities. In close contact
with the regional society, these volunteer groups
play an important role in ensuring the safety of
local residents and act as key players in firefighting and disaster prevention in each local community. In the municipalities in which the
components are located, such volunteer groups
provide extra capability, ensuring that there are
all necessary systems in place ready to make
rapid response to any emergency. It is difficult
for the owners of churches built in former Hidden Christian villages on remote islands to fully
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Current condition and issues related to task group No. 3 in Table 1-001 (summarising the structure of this
plan)

Task group

Current condition

Issue
No.

Issues

●Legal restrictions on develop- ●Concerning development
ment activities have been established for the components
and their surroundings.

and public work projects
that are essential for the
daily life of local residents, (1) Dvelopmeit will be necessary to connt pressures
tinue to manage them based on specifically established guidelines.

3- (1)

the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated
property, it is important to (2) Environmecontinue regular checks
ntal change
and monitoring on the
state of environmental
changes.

3- (2)

●Environmental changes that ●Concerning the impact on

3

Minimising the
negative effects
of development, environmental changes and
natural disasters

could affect the preservation
of the nominated property include acid rain, air pollution,
an increase in ocean debris,
and crop damage caused by
wildlife.

●Risk management for natural ●It is necessary to underdisasters such as storm and
flood damage, earthquakes,
and fires is stipulated in regional disaster prevention plans of Nagasaki Prefecture,
Kumamoto Prefecture, and
relevant municipalities.

stand what types of disasters could affect the components and their surroundings.

●Fire prevention equipment (3)Natural Dis-
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and fire-extinguishing systems currently are not sufficient, especially on remote islands, and individual
mea-sures based on the
characteristics of the components will be necessary.

asters and risk
preparedness

3- (3)
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4. Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation
(i.e., harmony between tourism and local communities’
daily life and religious faith)
Successful inclusion on the World Heritage List

property and its related intangible elements.

provides a good opportunity, since it will result

Most of the components are located in under-

in a greater understanding and awareness of the

populated areas, and the villages located in these

nominated property’s Outstanding Universal

outlying, narrow areas oen still have a uniquely

Value. However, the potential increase in visitor

tranquil atmosphere. To date, there has been no

numbers could cause damage and lower the his-

large-scale tourist development and no con-

toric value of the nominated property, either

struction of major transportation networks to

through deterioration of its components and

any of these sites. e villages within the com-

their surrounding environment, or because of

ponents are still places where the local residents

physical damage caused by thoughtless acts, traf-

go about their normal daily lives. Churches,

fic and vehicles. Furthermore, without adequate

Shinto shrines, Buddhist temples and many

systems and infrastructure in place to provide

graveyards in the villages are still used as places

information and services for an increased num-

of worship on a regular basis, and none of them

ber of visitors, they will not be able to fully ap-

are tourist attractions. Consequently, these

preciate the Outstanding Universal Value of the

places can only handle a certain number of vis-

nominated property and its components. ere-

itors.

fore, it is important to control visitor numbers,

erefore, it is possible that any uncon-

and take appropriate measures to provide infor-

trolled increase in visitor numbers and any ex-

mation and services by utilising tourist attrac-

cessive development of new visitor facilities

tions in each component area.

could have a negative impact on the compo-

As the components are widely distrib-

nents, their surrounding environment, and the

uted across several remote islands and peninsu-

daily life of local communities. In particular,

las, due to their historical backgrounds, this

since the churches, Shinto shrines, Buddhist

makes it diﬃcult to readily understand the Out-

temples, and graveyards are still in daily use by

standing Universal Value of the nominated

the local residents, it is important to retain ‘a

property as a whole and to appreciate the inter-

harmony between tourism and local communi-

relationships among the various individual com-

ties’ daily life and religious faith’ through respon-

ponents. Guidance is required to help people

sible visitation and appropriate presentation by

fully understand the history of the nominated

taking appropriate measures to deal with the ex-
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pected increase in visitor numbers following in-

tinations. As part of an initiative to establish a

clusion of the nominated property on the World

better system to receive visitors in an orderly

Heritage List.

manner, ‘church keepers’ are now stationed in

Whilst Oura Cathedral is located in an

the churches within the components that have

urban area of Nagasaki City and is already one

been designated as cultural properties and re-

of the major tourist attractions in Japan, many

ceive a relatively large number of visitors. is

of the other components are villages located in

system has been put in place on a step-by-step

the suburbs or on remote islands and have,

basis and helps to determine a actual number of

therefore, been le relatively untouched by

visitors. e most recent data on approximate

tourism. It is expected that these components

monthly visitor numbers is shown in Table 3-

will also receive more visitors if the World Her-

001, providing a rough estimation of the number

itage nomination bid is successful.

of people visiting each of the components. Table

Table 3-001 shows the statistics for cur-

3-002 shows estimates of foreseeable future in-

rent visitor numbers. Until recently, there was no

creases in the number of visitors if the nomi-

system in place to accurately determine the

nated property is included on the World

number of people visiting the castle remains and

Heritage List.

villages not normally considered as tourist des-

Harmony between tourism and local communities’ daily life and religious faith

No large-scale touri-sm
development carried ●
out

Places for worship,
livelihoods, and daily life

Not intended for tourism

●

Increase in visitor numbers and construction of
new visitor facilities could negatively impact the environment and local residents’ daily life.
Initiatives to realise harmony between tourism and
local communities’ daily life and religious faith are
essential.

▲

Narrow outlying
areas

The Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated
property must be fully conveyed to visitors and
local residents.

▲

It is difficult to understand how the compo-●
nents are all interrelated

▲

The components
are distributed over
a large area.
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Table 3 - 001 Numbers of visitors to the components of the nominated property [in 2015]

Location

No.

Component

Minamishimabara City

001

Remains of Hara Castle

Hirado City

002

Kasuga Village and Sacred
Places in Hirado(Kasuga Village
and Mt. Yasumandake)

Monthly average
1,470 persons/ month
100 persons/ month

003

Kasuga Village and Sacred
Places in Hirado(Nakaenoshima
Island)

004

Sakitsu Village in Amakusa

7,140 persons/ month

005

Shitsu Village in Sotome

1,780 persons/ month

006

Ono Village in Sotome

012

Oura Cathedral

Sasebo City

007

Villages on Kuroshima Island

340 persons/ month

Ojika Town

008

Remains of Villages on Nozaki
Island

260 persons/ month

Shinkamigoto
Town

009

Villages on Kashiragashima Island

2,140 persons/ month

010

Villages on Hisaka Island

520 persons/ month

011

Egami Village on Naru Island
(Egami Church and its Surroundings)

790 persons/ month

Amakusa City

Nagasaki City

Goto City

(Not allowed to land on the
island due to geographical
conditions.)

310 persons/ month
49,020 persons/ month
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Table 3 - 002 Expected increase in visitor numbers in the event of a successful inscription of the nominated
property on the World Heritage List 縡

Expected increase
in visitor numbers
(thousand)

Location

Visitor numbers in
2014 (thousand)

Rate of expected
increase (%)

Minamishimabara City

1,734

5.6

Hirado City

2,017

5.6

113

Amakusa City

2,909

5.6

163

Nagasaki City

6,307

3.4

214

Sasebo City 縒

4,861

1.2

59

43

6.0

3

Shinkamigoto Town

242

6.0

15

Goto City

400

6.0

24

18,513

-

688

Ojika Town

Total

97

縡 Based on the report ‘Economic Ripple Effects on the Region from Inscription on the World Heritage List’
(issued in 2007) of the Nagasaki Institute for Public Policy, the expected number of visitors was updated
in 2014.
縒 The number for Sasebo City excludes visitors to the Huis Ten Bosch theme park (2,878 million visitors).
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In light of the significant increase in visitor num-

sites are currently maintained. ese measures

bers expected, the table below outlines the exist-

will help realise responsible visitation and or-

ing condition of each component in the ‘Current

derly reception of visitors. Details of related is-

conditions’ column. Issues shared by all the

sues are described in the ‘Issues’ column of the

components can be sorted into three general

table.

themes: ‘understanding of the Outstanding Uni-

In order to help clarify the current situ-

versal Value’, ‘providing improved convenience

ation regarding the presentation and utilisation

for visitors’, and ‘creating frameworks for orderly

of the nominated property, the following sec-

presentation and appropriate reception of visi-

tions provide descriptions of the major issues re-

tors’. Measures are to be taken to ensure that

garding access to the components, systems in

local and prefectural residents, as well as visitors,

place to receive visitors, guidance and visitor fa-

will be able to recognise and appreciate both the

cilities, and the like, for each of the municipali-

Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated

ties in which the components are located.

property and the way in which the component

Current conditions and issues related to task group No. 4 in Table 1-001 (summarising the structure of this
plan)

Task group

Current condition

Issues

●There is a need to ‘orgais difficult to re●The components ●Itadily
nically connect’ the variunderstand
Responsible are widely distribous cultural property sites

4

visitation and
appropriate
presentation
(ie., harmony
between
tourism and
local communities’ daily
life and religious faith)

uted over two prefectures, six cities
and two towns, including some areas on remote islands.
●A tranquil atmosphere is maintained in villages in
remote, outlying
areas.

the interrelationship between the
components.
●At present, it is
difficult for visitors to readily understand the value of the components, with reference to their existing landscapes.
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Issue
No.

spread around different
locations, and to commu- (1) Understnicate their multifaceted
anding of
and multi-layered historithe Outs4-(1)
cal and cultural value.
tanding
●There is a need for faciliUniversal
ties that can provide visiValue
tors with a better understanding of the overall
value of the components
and how they are interrelated.
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Task group

4

Responsible
visitation and
appropriate
presentation
(harmony between tourism
and local communities’ lives and faith)

Current condition

Issues

Chapter 3

●The components ●The level of coop- ●There is a need to train (1) Understanding of
eration and exare located on remote, outlying islands and peninsulas.
●Community planning and guiding
activities, utilising
local history and
culture, are conducted by local
communities.
●Transport to the
componentsis
mainly by sea–
which is rather
inconvenient for
visitors.

●The components

are also places
that are used by
the local residents for their daily lives, livelihoods,
and worship.
●The interiors of
most of the churches designated
as cultural properties are open to
the public (with
some exceptions),
on the condition
that religious activities should not
be dis turbed.

change among active groups in local communities is
insufficient.

guides in order to provide explanations at visitor facilities and at each
site.

●Access from tra- ●There is a need to esnsportation hubs
is difficult and public transport within the component areas is inconvenient.
●Visitor facilities, such as accommodation and shops,
are inadequate.

●There is a limit to

the number of visitors that can currently be received.
●Not all visitors behave properly.
●There are concerns about damage, bad behaviour, and littering caused by increasing numbers of visitors.
●It is not easy to
share ‘living’ heritage sites with visitors.
●Visitors use toilets and car parks intended for church
members, which
incurs extra maintenance and management costs.
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Issue
No.

the Outs4-(1)
tanding
Universal
Value

tablish an information
desk that can provide (2) Providing
visitors with compreheimproved
nsive guidance.
convenie- 4-(2)
●There is a need to esnce for vitablish easy-to-undersitors
stand excursion trips
that link up with public
transportation.

●An uncontrolled incre-

ase in visitor numbers
and excessive development of new visitor facilities could have a negativeimpact on the components, their surrounding environment, and
the daily life of local
(3) Creating
residents.
framewo●There is a need to estarks for orblish a framework that
derly preensures a balance besentation 4-(3)
tween the demands of
and apprtourism and local resiopriate redents’ daily life and reliception of
gious activities.
visitors
●There is a need to provide opportunities for visitors to interact with local residents and to learn about their daily life,
history and culture so
that they can obtain a
better understanding
and appreciation of the
importance of each site.
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(1) Minamishimabara City
General information on the municipality

Major means of access

Minamishimabara City (with a population of

Public buses and trains run from major trans-

46,564 according to the 2015 National Census,

portation hubs such as Nagasaki Airport and

the same data source used for the other munic-

Nagasaki railway station to Minamishimabara

ipalities described below) has approximately

City. ere are also ferry services between Oni-

1.73 million visitors per year (Tourism Statistics

ike Port in Amakusa City of Kumamoto Prefec-

2014, the same data source used for the other

ture and the Shimabara Peninsula, in which the

municipalities described below). One of the

city is located. Public buses run on various

components, ‘Remains of Hara Castle’, is located

routes within the peninsula, but they mainly

in this city.

serve the local residents, with almost one bus per
hour for each route. erefore, visitors oen use
tourist buses, rental cars or their own cars.

001 Remains of Hara Castle
Facilities for guidance, excursions and visitors’ convenience
In order to convey to visitors a better apprecia-

derstand manner.

tion of the value of the castle remains, enhance-

Visitors can download a free app known

ment measures are being carried out in accorda-

as the Arima History Guide on their own smart-

nce with the enhancement plan that was pre-

phones and tablet devices to receive an explana-

pared on the basis of the archaeological excava-

tion of the layout of the castle remains, the

tions and other research findings. e Hara

Christian history in the Nagasaki region, related

Castle Culture Centre (Exhibition Room for

locations, unearthed artefacts, etc., with pictures,

Artefacts Unearthed in Hinoe Castle and Hara

videos, and three-dimensional computer graph-

Castle), located between Hara Castle and histor-

ics. is app also has an excursion guide and

ically associated Hinoe Castle, has been ex-

navigation functions, and content is available in

panded, upgraded, and reopened by the city as

English, French, Korean and Chinese. Visitors

the Arima Christian Heritage Museum in 2014.

can borrow tablet devices which contain this app

It serves as a guidance facility providing infor-

at the Arima Christian Heritage Museum.

mation on Christian history in the Nagasaki re-

e city has established an excursion route

gion, especially the history and culture that

that includes Hara Castle, Hinoe Castle and the

developed in the two castles, in an easy-to-un-

Arima Christian Heritage Museum to help visi-
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tors appreciate the historic value of the nomi-

lished public parking spaces and toilet facilities

nated property. An excursion bus service is un-

outside the Remains of Hara Castle to control

dergoing trial use ferrying visitors not only to

the entry of vehicles to this historic site in order

the castle remains and the museum but also to a

to ensure the ongoing preservation of the castle

hot-spring facility and adjoining restaurants. e

remains and the safety of visitors.

museum and the hot-spring facility also have

Taking into account the increase in visitor

rental bicycles with a motor-driven assist func-

numbers, including tourists from overseas,

tion for the convenience of small groups of visi-

major facilities such as the castle remains and the

tors.

Arima Christian Heritage Museum now provide
e city is making eﬀorts to utilise existing

a free Wi-Fi service to help visitors gather sight-

toilet facilities and parking spaces, and to im-

seeing information and to provide help in the

prove run-down facilities, on a step-by-step

event of a disaster.

basis, and has set up multipurpose toilet facilities
and the like. Minamishimabara City has estab-

Photo 3-002 Hara Castle Walking tour

Photo 3-003 Free app, Arima History Guide

Photo 3-001 Exhibition at the Arima Christian
Heritage Museum
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Current visitor reception conditions
Although there were five guide organisations op-

and regions. A total of 1,403 overseas visitors

erating independently within Minamishimabara

made use of homestay programmes in 2015. e

City, the World Heritage nomination bid pro-

city provides subsidies for the improvement of

vided the incentive to establish a new organisa-

homestay facilities, remodelling of hotels, etc.,

tion (the Minamishimabara Arima-no-Sato

and it regularly organises various lectures and

Guide Association) in 2014 to unify all of these

seminars to further enhance hospitality stan-

organisations. e guides provide information

dards.

on the two castle remains, related cultural prop-

In order to provide desirable souvenirs for

erties, and other tourist attractions within the

visitors, local residents and various organisations

city—according to visitors’ needs. As a compre-

are now creating new goods and improving ex-

hensive guide organisation of the city, it provides

isting goods utilising regional resources such as

sightseeing tours and on-demand lectures for

agricultural and marine products. e city sup-

members of the public. It also organises study

ports such private sector initiatives to promote

tours for pioneering municipalities that are fo-

the branding of local products.

cusing on tourism issues, as well as seminars at

Information on measures for capacity

which lecturers help guides to improve their

building related to the systems employed to re-

skills.

ceive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4
e city is also promoting experiential

‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presen-

tourism, focusing on key industries such as agri-

tation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local

culture and fishery. is is being coordinated

communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and

through the Minamishimabara Himawari Touri-

Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and devel-

sm Association, which promotes ‘green tourism’.

opment of local communities (i.e., balance be-

e city has developed many homestay and ex-

tween preservation and utilisation of the

periential programmes so that visitors can enjoy

nominated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Com-

the area’s natural beauty and culture, as well as

prehensive Preservation and Management Plan.

its warm-hearted hospitality, by interacting directly with the locals. Around 170 households
are now licensed to operate homestays, receiving
almost 13,000 tourists a year. ere are also tours
for elementary school children within the city,
allowing them to experience homestays in their
own hometown. In recent years, the area has also
received tourists from South Korea, Taiwan and
mainland China, as well as from other countries
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Association working as guides at the Remains of
Hara Castle
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Photo 3-005 Experiential potato-planting programme

Photo 3-006 Ceremony for returning homestay students

Photo 3-007 Visitors enjoying the Food Expo held
at the Remains of Hara Castle

Photo 3-008 Voluntary clean-up at the Remains of
Hara Castle
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Figure 3- 011 Map of visitor facilities around the Remains of Hara Castle
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(2) Hirado City
General information on the municipality

Major means of access

Hirado City (with a population of 31,949) wel-

Public buses and trains run from major trans-

comes approximately 2.02 million tourists a year.

portation hubs such as Nagasaki Airport and the

Two of the components, ‘Kasuga Village and Sa-

Sasebo railway station to Hirado City. Buses run

cred Places in Hirado (Kasuga Village and Mt.

on various routes within the city, but they are

Yasumandake)’ and ‘Kasuga Village and Sacred

mainly for the local residents and are not in-

Places in Hirado (Nakaenoshima Island)’, are lo-

tended for eﬃcient visits to the components.

cated within the city.

erefore, visitors oen use tourist buses, rental
cars or their own cars.

002 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado (Kasuga Village and Mt. Yasumandake)
003 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado (Nakaenoshima Island)
Facilities for guidance, excursions and visitors’ convenience
Located near the two components in Hirado, the

cursion bus service have started to realise this

Shimanoyakata Hirado City Ikitsuki Town Mu-

route. In 2014, Western-style toilets were in-

seum and the Hirado City Kirishitan Archive

stalled in the community centre in Kasuga Vil-

Centre both provide guidance to help visitors

lage, allowing visitors to access them directly

gain a better understanding of the period of the

from outside of the community centre itself.

ban on Christianity. e city has plans to utilise

e frontal approach to the summit of Mt.

these museums to further promote understand-

Yasumandake is designated as part of the Kyushu

ing of the historical value of the components. A

Nature Trail and is enjoyed by both tourists and

community centre in Kasuga Village also houses

climbers. Hirado City includes this approach in

an exhibition intended for visitors. In addition,

one of the routes of its walking events. At pres-

unused houses in the village will be improved

ent, visitors cannot land on Nakaenoshima Is-

and utilised as rest spaces and guidance facili-

land due to geographical restrictions, and they

ties.

can only view the island from the opposite shore.
e city will establish an excursion route

However, a trial cruise tour is being introduced

for those visiting the Shimanoyakata Hirado

to help visitors experience the atmosphere on

City Ikitsuki Town Museum and the Hirado City

the island.

Kirishitan Archive Centre to interpret the value
of the nominated property. Trial runs of an ex-
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Photo 3-009 Exhibition at the Shimanoyakata Museum

Photo 3-010 Exhibition at the Kirishitan Archive
Centre

Photo 3-011 Explanation panels displayed in Kasuga Village Community Centre

Photo 3-012 Walking tour through the terraced rice
paddies of Kasuga Village

Photo 3-013 Walking event for elementary school
children held on Mt. Yasumandake

Photo 3-014 Cruising around Nakaenoshima Island

Current visitor reception conditions
An association known as the Yasuman-no-sato
Kasuga-ko organised by residents in Kasuga Village receives visitors using hand-made maps,
guide texts, etc., when an excursion bus arrives

or a tourist event is held. rough being involved in the creation of such maps, local residents realise the value of the components of the
nominated property and now take pride in their
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village, allowing them to oﬀer explanations to
visitors by themselves. e Kasuga-ko association sells specially branded rice produced in the
terraced paddies of the village. It also has started
initiatives to build food processing workshops
and develop souvenirs utilising local products.
Hirado City, the Hirado Tourism Association, and other organisations are making eﬀorts
to raise visitors’ awareness of appropriate manners and behaviour to prevent any negative impact on the daily life of the local residents. ey
also set up guidance signs for the same purpose.
e city oﬀers ‘green tourism’ programmes, including experiential tours and
homestays, providing opportunities for visitors
to enjoy its natural beauty, industry and general
daily-life atmosphere. ere are also many places
to stay in the city.

Information on measures for capacity
building related to the systems employed to receive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4
‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local
communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and
Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and development of local communities (i.e., balance between preservation and utilisation of the
nominated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Com-

Photo 3-015 Members of the Kasuga-ko association
providing guidance for tourists in Kasuga Village

Photo 3-017 Map of walking tours created by local
residents of Kasuga Village

Photo 3-016 Experiential programme held in terraced
rice paddies

Photo 3-018 Rice produced in terraced paddies of
Kasuga Village and sold under a unique brand
name

prehensive Preservation and Management Plan.
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Figure 3-012 Map of visitor facilities around Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado
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(3) Amakusa City
General information on the municipality

Major means of access

Amakusa City (with a population of 82,770) attracts approximately 2.91 million visitors a year
according to 2015 figures. ‘Sakitsu Village in
Amakusa’, one of the components of the nominated property, is located in the city.

ere are various means of transportation to and
from Amakusa City, by plane, ferry or car. Although buses run on various routes within the
city, they are not intended for eﬃcient visits to
the component. erefore, visitors oen use
tourist buses, rental cars or their own cars. ere
is a regular ferry service to Minamishimabara
City, in which another component, ‘Remains of
Hara Castle’ is located, and also a regular highspeed sea route to Nagasaki City, which is also
home to three of the components of the nominated property: ‘Shitsu Village in Sotome’, ‘Ono
Village in Sotome’ and ‘Oura Cathedral’.

004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa
Facilities for guidance, excursions and visitors’ convenience
not to be disturbed. Excursion buses run every
day, allowing eﬃcient visits to the Sakitsu
Church and related museums (Amakusa Colle-

Amakusa City established the Amakusa City
Sakitsu Village Guidance Centre at the entrance
to the village in 2016 to promote sightseeing and
social interaction. e centre provides information on tourism and roads, and also helps to
raise visitors’ awareness of rules in the village. In
addition, an old private house in front of Sakitsu
Church has been remodelled and is now called
the Amakusa City Sakitsu Archive Centre Minatoya, with exhibits that help to explain the history of the village and its unique activities during
the ban on Christianity in an easy-to-understand manner.
Specified areas of the interior of the Sakitsu Church are open to the public, on the condition that Mass and other religious activities are

gio Museum and Amakusa Rozario Museum).
As Sakitsu Village is relatively far from the
centre of Amakusa City and many visitors use
their own cars or rental cars, the city is promoting the enhancement of road signs and the like.
e city recommends that visitors enter the village on foot rather than by car in order to protect
the living environment of the local residents. e
city, therefore, has set up public parking spaces
and toilet facilities in the vicinity of the Amakusa
City Sakitsu Village Guidance Centre at the entrance to the village.
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Photo 3-019 The Amakusa City Sakitsu Village Guidance Centre

Photo 3-021 Exhibition at the archive centre, Minatoya

Photo 3-020 The new archive centre, Minatoya
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Current visitor reception conditions
ose who wish to visit the Sakitsu Church

opment of local communities (i.e., balance be-

should provide prior notification. is system

tween preservation and utilisation of the nomi-

ensures the reception of visitors in appropriate

nated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Com-

numbers. Since 2013, ‘church keepers’ have been

prehensive Preservation and Management Plan.

stationed to watch over the church. ey deal
with the prior notification system, welcome visitors and explain church etiquette and history.
Local residents including high school students guide visitors on a voluntary basis. ey
not only explain the church and other features,
but also raise awareness of proper church etiquette. Amakusa City and the Amakusa TreasPhoto 3-022 A church keeper explaining the Sakitsu
Village

ure Island Tourism Association are making
eﬀorts to raise visitors’ awareness of locationspecific etiquette in order to prevent any negative impact on the daily life of the local residents.
At the same time, they are also setting up guidance signs so that visitors will be received in an
appropriate manner.
Local residents in the village process and
sell various local marine products, providing excellent souvenirs for visitors. e city promotes

Photo 3-023 A local volunteer guide explaining the
history of the village

‘green tourism’ programmes, including experiential tours and homestays, providing opportunities for visitors to enjoy its natural beauty,
industry and general daily-life atmosphere.
ere are also many places to stay in the city.
Information on measures for capacity
building related to the systems employed to receive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4
‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local

Photo 3-024 Experiential archaeological excavation
programme at the archive centre, Minatoya

communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and
Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and devel-
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Figure 3-013 Map of visitor facilities around Sakitsu Village in Amakusa
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(4) Nagasaki City
General information on the municipality

Major means of access

Nagasaki City (with a population of 429,644)

As the capital of Nagasaki Prefecture, the city has

welcomes around 6.31 million visitors a year and

the best transportation network of any of the

is widely known as a tourist destination. ree

municipalities in which the components are lo-

of the components of the nominated property

cated. Major access to the city is by train and air.

are located in the city: ‘Shitsu Village in Sotome’,

From Nagasaki Airport, which constitutes a

‘Ono Village in Sotome’, and ‘Oura Cathedral’.

major transportation hub, highway express
buses run into the centre of the city. Visitors can
then use buses and tramways to travel to the
components within the city.

005 Shitsu Village in Sotome
006 Ono Village in Sotome
Facilities for guidance, excursions and visitors’ convenience
ese two components are located in Sotome in

bitions to provide visitors from around the world

the suburbs of Nagasaki, where visitors can

with information on not only the components

enjoy the distinctive landscapes featuring ma-

located in Sotome but also on the Outstanding

sonry work, a splendid sunset over the Sumon-

Universal Value of the nominated property as a

ada Sea and abundant natural beauty. ere are

whole.

a number of historical and cultural facilities to

e Shitsu Church is located in Shitsu Vil-

visit, such as the Shusaku Endo Literature Mu-

lage, and specified areas of its interior are open

seum, whose exhibits relate to a well-known

to the public, on the condition that Mass and

writer of Christian literature, and the Sotome

other religious activities are not to be disturbed.

Historical Folklore Archive Centre.

e Ono Church, located in Ono Village, is nor-

e archive centre has an exhibition on

mally locked, except when Mass is held once a

the history and culture of Shitsu Village as well

year, but visitors can view its interior from the

as the Christian faith in Sotome. It serves as a

entrance.

base interpretation facility, providing various

e Former Shitsu Aid Centre, nationally

brochures in many languages and a public wire-

designated as an Important Cultural Property,

less LAN service. It plans comprehensive exhi-

was constructed by Father de Rotz of the Paris
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Foreign Missions Society to improve the lives of

cilities, parking areas and road signs. e city is

the villagers in Shitsu. e former vocational fa-

making eﬀorts to establish a walking route for

cility and macaroni production shop in this cen-

visitors from the parking areas to the component

tre are now used as exhibition spaces where

area in order to avoid any negative impact on the

visitors can see tools and other items, experience

daily life of the local residents.

the daily and working life of the past, and inter-

Nagasaki City has a reputation for being

act with the local guides. e former sardine-net

the pioneer of a learn-while-walking sightseeing

production shop in the centre is now used as the

system (known as Nagasaki Saruku) in Japan. To

Father de Rotz Memorial to exhibit historical

facilitate this system, the city provides a variety

materials related to his life. Nearby, the city pro-

of maps and guided tours based on diﬀerent

vides explanations in many languages using

themes. One example available in Sotome, ‘e

smartphones with digital content (‘Air Signage’),

Christian village with a splendid sunset that fas-

helping visitors understand the Christian history

cinated Endo Shusaku’, guides participants

in Sotome and the value of Shitsu Village as one

through the Sotome Historical Folklore Archive

of the components.

Centre, the Shitsu Church and other features in
Shitsu Village. In Ono Village, local residents’

As Sotome is relatively far from the centre

groups guide visitors on a voluntary basis.

of Nagasaki City and many visitors use their own
cars or rental cars, the city is improving toilet fa-

Photo 3-025 Exhibition at the Sotome Historical
Folklore Archive Centre

Photo 3-027 A nun playing the organ at the Former
Shitsu Aid Centre

Photo 3-026 Exhibition at the Father de Rotz Memorial

Photo 3-028 New parking areas for visitors in Shitsu
Village
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Photo 3-029 New parking areas for visitors in Ono
Village

Chapter 3

Photo 3-031 Saruku guides explaining the history
of Sotome

Photo 3-032 Brochures and DVDs describing the
Important Cultural Landscape in Sotome

Photo 3-030 Elementary school children serving as
volunteer guides
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Current visitor reception conditions
ose who wish to visit the Shitsu Church and

Yuhigaoka Sotome service station located within

the Ono Church should provide prior notifica-

the buﬀer zone for Shitsu Village, visitors can

tion. is system ensures the reception of visi-

buy local specialty foods, such as De-Rotz-sama

tors in appropriate numbers. Since 2014, ‘church

Somen noodles, in addition to locally grown

keepers’ have been stationed to watch over the

agricultural and marine products. At its restau-

two churches. ey deal with the prior notifica-

rants, visitors can enjoy Sotome cuisine made

tion system, welcome visitors and explain

with locally produced foods.
Information on measures for capacity

church etiquette and history.
‘Green tourism’ programmes are pro-

building related to the systems employed to re-

moted in Sotome, such as tours allowing partic-

ceive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4

ipants to experience agriculture and homestays.

‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presen-

Opportunities are provided for visitors to enjoy

tation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local

the area’s natural beauty and culture, and to in-

communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and

teract directly with local residents. At the For-

Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and devel-

mer Shitsu Aid Centre, visitors can participate

opment of local communities (i.e., balance be-

in experiential programmes in which they can

tween preservation and utilisation of the

cook with locally produced foods and can buy

nominated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Com-

agricultural and marine products. Also, at the

prehensive Preservation and Management Plan.

Photo 3-033 A church keeper showing visitors
around the Ono Church

Photo 3-034 Experiential programme for handrolling green tea at the Former Shitsu Aid Centre
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Figure 3-014 Map of visitor facilities around Shitsu Village in Sotome
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Figure 3-015 Map of visitor facilities around Ono Village in Sotome
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012 Oura Cathedral
Facilities for guidance, excursions and visitors’ convenience
Oura Cathedral is located in the Minamiyamate
district, which is one of the most popular tourist
and cultural areas in Nagasaki City.
e cathedral is open to the public with an
admission fee, except when it is used for religious events. Visitors are not allowed to enter
Photo 3-035 Elementary school children serving as
volunteer guides

some parts of the cathedral. e neighbouring
Former Latin Seminary exhibits historical materials to help visitors understand the Christian
history of the Nagasaki region. Brochures are
given to all the visitors at the ticket oﬃce and
further information is available near the entrance of the cathedral via digital content (‘Air
Signage’) that visitors can download onto their
smartphones. Both media formats provide information in many languages, helping visitors understand the value of the cathedral as one of the
components.
Public transportation such as buses and
tramways run frequently in the city. ere are
visitor facilities already in place, including park-

Photo 3-036 A Saruku guide explaining Oura
Cathedral

ing areas, public restrooms, guidance signs, and
the like. e areas around the cathedral are very
convenient for visitors, as there are useful facilities already in place including parking areas, toilet facilities, explanation boards and road signs,
as well as hotels and souvenir shops.

Photo 3-037 Brochures in Japanese, English, Chinese and Korean
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Current visitor reception conditions
Staﬀ members at a reception facility near the

2015).

front gate of Oura Cathedral explain the proper

Information on measures for capacity

etiquette and keep track of visitor numbers.

building related to the systems employed to re-

ere is a Saruku guide course titled ‘Pre-

ceive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4

mium Saruku for the Former Nagasaki Foreign

‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presen-

Settlement’, which allows participants to learn

tation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local

more about the history of the former foreign set-

communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and

tlement, including the cathedral and ‘Glover

Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and devel-

House and Oﬃce’ (which is one of the compo-

opment of local communities (i.e., balance be-

nents of ‘Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolu-

tween preservation and utilisation of the

tion: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal

nominated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Com-

Mining’ inscribed on the World Heritage List in

prehensive Preservation and Management Plan.

Photo 3-038 An app that introduces Nagasaki Saruku guided tours in video form

Photo 3-040 A Saruku guide member explaining a
relief commemorating the Discovery of Hidden
Christians

Photo 3-039 Introduction of the ‘Premium Saruku
for the Former Nagasaki Foreign Settlement’
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Figure 3-016 Map of visitor facilities around Oura Cathedral
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(5) Sasebo City
General information on the municipality

Major means of access

Sasebo City (with a population of 255,648) at-

To Sasebo City, buses and trains run from Na-

tracts approximately 7.74 million visitors a year.

gasaki Airport and the Nagasaki railway station,

One of the components of the nominated prop-

which constitute major transportation hubs in

erty, ‘Villages on Kuroshima Island’, is located in

the Nagasaki region. ere is a regular ferry

the city.

service from the central part of the city (via Ainoura Port) to Kuroshima Island, and visitors can
also use a water taxi.

007 Villages on Kuroshima Island
Facilities for guidance, excursions and visitors’ convenience
e Kuroshima Tourism Association, a non-

Since there is no public transportation on

profit organisation, established the Kuroshima

the island, the Kuroshima Welcome House has

Welcome House in 2016 next to the Kuroshima

rental bicycles with motor-driven assist func-

Ferry Terminal in order to promote sightseeing

tions for the convenience of visitors in small

and social interactions on the island. is centre

groups. Microbuses and taxies can be trans-

will serve as a guidance facility for interpreting,

ported by the regular ferry service to the island.

in an easy-to-understand manner, the Christian

Near the church, there are public toilet facilities

history in the Nagasaki region, and especially

and parking spaces available for visitors.
e ‘Kuroshima Meguru’ guided excur-

the history and culture that have developed on

sion allows participants to experience the local

the island.

island foods and handicras.

e Kuroshima Church stands within the
component area and specified areas of the interior of the church are open to the public, on the
condition that Mass and other religious activities
are not to be disturbed. As many visitors come
to the island to see this church, a small building
beside the church was remodelled as the
Kuroshima Church Archive Centre in 2014, to
exhibit historical materials related to the church.
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Photo 3-041 The Kuroshima Welcome House

Photo 3-042 Sales of local products and Photo 3-043 Rental bian exhibition at the Kuroshima Wel- cycles with motor-driven assist functions
come House

Photo 3-044 Introduction of the ‘Kuroshima Meguru’ excursion
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Current visitor reception conditions

tween preservation and utilisation of the nomi-

e Kuroshima Tourism Association was estab-

nated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Compre-

lished in 2014 to play a leading role in receiving

hensive Preservation and Management Plan.

visitors to the island. is association is collaborating with existing guide groups to publicise
the attractiveness of the island.
ose who wish to visit the Kuroshima
Church should provide prior notification. is
system ensures that visitors are received in appropriate numbers. Since 2015, ‘church keepers’
have been stationed to watch over the church.
ey deal with the prior notification system,
welcome visitors and explain church etiquette

Photo 3-045 A local guide explaining the history of
the village

and history.
Local guides and pilgrim guides accompany visitors, and they also can explain the
proper church etiquette. Sasebo City, the Sasebo
Tourism Convention Association and other relevant organisations are all trying to raise visitors’
awareness of location-specific etiquette to prevent any negative impact on the daily lives of the
local residents. ey are also setting up guidance
signs so that visitors can be received in an ap-

Photo 3-046 Experiential programme for making
Manju cakes

propriate manner.
Visitors can participate in various programmes to experience the nature, industry and
general daily-life atmosphere of the island. ere
are some accommodations on the island.
Information on measures for capacity
building related to the systems employed to receive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4
‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local
communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and

Photo 3-047 The Fukure Manju cake, a local speciality

Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and development of local communities (i.e., balance be-
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Figure 3-017 Map of visitor facilities around the Villages on Kuroshima Island
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(6) Ojika Town
General information on the municipality

Major means of access

Ojika Town (with a population of 2,560) wel-

Regular ferry services and high-speed ships con-

comes almost 43,000 visitors each year. One of

nect Sasebo Port, which constitutes a major

the components of the nominated property, ‘Re-

transportation hub in the Nagasaki region, with

mains of Villages on Nozaki Island’, is located in

Ojika Island, the main island of the town. From

the town.

Ojika Island to Nozaki Island, there is regular
boat service, and visitors can also use a water
taxi.

008 Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island
Facilities for guidance, excursions and visitors’ convenience
e Ojika Town Historical Folklore Archive
Centre on Ojika Island displays historical materials related to Nozaki Island and the component
thereon, providing opportunities for visitors to
learn about the Outstanding Universal Value of
the nominated property and the history of the
villages on the island. e ‘Nozaki Island Visitor
Centre’ (provisional name) is being set up near
Nozaki Port, which visitors mainly use to access
the island, in order to help visitors fully understand the value of the nominated property even
when they come to the island directly rather
than via Ojika Island.
e Former Nokubi Church stands within
the component area, and its ownership was
transferred from a religious organisation to
Ojika Town, which now manages the church and
opens it to the public. e church stands in
pleasant harmony with the surrounding landscape of the village sites on the island. It is also
used for holding concerts and other widely en-

joyed events.
As public transportation to Nozaki Island
is not always convenient for visitors, cruising
tours are being planned for travel to the components located on the Goto Islands. A trail connecting Okinokojima Shrine on the northern tip
of the island with the villages of Nozaki, Nokubi,
and Funamori is designated as part of the
Kyushu Nature Trail. Although this trail is suitable for trekking, it is recommended that visitors
be accompanied by guide staﬀ from the nonprofit organisation Ojika Island Tourism in
order to deal with any wild animals encountered
and to secure visitors’ safety.

Photo 3-048 Exhibition at the Ojika Town Historical
Folklore Archive Centre
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Photo 3-049 Ojika International Music Festival, held at the Former Nokubi Church

Photo 3-050 Trekking tour on Nozaki Island

Photo 3-051 Brochures and other materials for visitors
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Current visitor reception conditions
e Nozaki Island Nature Learning Village,

tween preservation and utilisation of the nomi-

which was established by utilising the building

nated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Compre-

of the former Nozaki Elementary and Junior

hensive Preservation and Management Plan.

High School located just below the Former
Nokubi Church, provides accommodation and
opportunities for school trips and training programmes involving private companies. e nonprofit organisation, Ojika Island Tourism, uses
this facility as a base for its guiding activities and
is commissioned by Ojika Town to manage the
Former Nokubi Church.
ose who wish to visit the Former
Photo 3-052 Staff of the Ojika Island Tourism providing guidance in the Former Nokubi Church

Nokubi Church should provide prior notification. is system ensures the reception of visitors in appropriate numbers. Since 2014, ‘church
keepers’ have been appointed to watch over the
church. ey deal with the prior notification system, welcome visitors and explain church etiquette and history.
Ojika Town provides ‘green tourism’ programmes, including experiential tours and

Photo 3-053 Canoe tour

homestays, providing opportunities for visitors
to enjoy its natural beauty, industry and general
daily-life atmosphere. ere are also many places
to stay in the town.
Information on measures for capacity
building related to the systems employed to receive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4
‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local
communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and
Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and devel-

Photo 3-054 Voluntary clean-up at the Former
Nokubi Church

opment of local communities (i.e., balance be-
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Figure 3-018 Map of visitor facilities around Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island
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(7) Shinkamigoto Town
General information on the municipality

Major means of access

Shinkamigoto Town (with a population of

ere are regular ferry services and high-speed

19,722) attracts approximately 240,000 visitors a

ships from Nagasaki and Sasebo Ports, which are

year. One of the components of the nominated

major transportation hubs in the Nagasaki re-

property, ‘Villages on Kashiragashima Island’, is

gion, to Shinkamigoto Town. ere are various

located in the town.

bus routes within the town, but they mainly accommodate local residents and are not intended
for eﬃcient visits to the component. erefore,
visitors oen use tourist buses or rental cars.

009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island
Facilities for guidance, excursions, and visitors’convenience
church.

Shinkamigoto Town established the Inori-noShima Information Centre in 2016 near Kashira-

As the Kashiragashima Church and many

gashima Church, utilising the terminal building

other churches are located in the town, many

of Kamigoto Airport, which is currently not in

people have visited the town on a pilgrimage (a

use. is centre serves as a guidance facility for

form of travel specifically focused on churches

interpreting, in an easy-to-understand manner,

and martyrdom sites) in recent years. Also, var-

the Christian history in the Nagasaki region, and

ious activities and events are held in the town,

especially the history and culture that have de-

including the ‘Kamigoto Church Tour: Walk-

veloped in the town itself. Also, in a rest area at

ing & Cruising’. In order to avoid any negative

a remodelled private house near Kashiragashima

impact on the living environment of the local

Church, the town exhibits explanation panels

residents, a park-and-ride system for visitors is

and other materials to introduce the component

being introduced on a trial basis during busy

to the general public. is rest area also has toilet

seasons and holidays, utilising parking areas in

facilities for visitors.

Kamigoto Airport.

Specified areas of the interior of the

Taking visitors from outside Japan into

Kashiragashima Church are open to the public,

consideration, the town provides information on

on the condition that Mass and other religious

the Kashiragashima Church, with digital content

activities are not to be disturbed. Concerts and

(‘Air Signage’) in English, Korean, Chinese and

other widely enjoyed events also take place in the

Japanese available for use on smartphones.
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Photo 3-055 Exhibition at the Inori-no-Shima
Information Centre

Photo 3-056 Rest area near Kashiragashima
Church

Photo 3-057 Public toilet facilities next to the
rest area

Photo 3-058 Concert held in Kashiragashima
Church

Photo 3-059 Walking tour for visiting churches

Photo 3-060 Leaflet publicising the park-andride system

Photo 3-061 Implementation of the park-andride system

Photo 3-062 Visitors using ‘Air Signage’
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Current visitor reception conditions
ose who wish to visit the Kashiragashima

signs for receiving visitors in an appropriate

Church should provide prior notification. is

manner.

system ensures that visitors are received in ap-

Shinkamigoto Town provides ‘green

propriate numbers. Since 2015, Inori-no-Shima

tourism’ programmes, including experiential

Conservation staﬀ members have been ap-

tours and homestays, providing opportunities

pointed to watch over the church. ey deal with

for visitors to enjoy its natural beauty, livelihood

the prior notification system, welcome visitors

and general daily-life atmosphere. ere are also

and explain church etiquette and history.

many places to stay in the town.

Local guides and pilgrim guides from the

Information on measures for capacity

Kamigoto Hometown Guide Association ac-

building related to the systems employed to re-

company visitors. ey not only explain the

ceive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4

church and other features but also raise aware-

‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presen-

ness of the proper church etiquette. Shinkamig-

tation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local

oto Town, the Tourism and Local Products

communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and

Association and other relevant organisations try

Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and devel-

to raise visitors’ awareness of location-specific

opment of local communities (i.e., balance be-

etiquette in order to prevent any negative impact

tween preservation and utilisation of the

on the daily lives of the local residents. At the

nominated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Com-

same time, they are also setting up guidance

prehensive Preservation and Management Plan.

Photo 3-063 Inori-no-Shima Conservation Staff
providing guidance in Kashiragashima Church

Photo 3-064 Kamigoto Hometown Guide Association staff members explaining the history of
the village

Photo 3-065 Experiential programme to haul in
fishing nets

Photo 3-066 Voluntary clean-up along the
coastline of the village
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Figure 3-019 Map of visitor facilities around the Villages on Kashiragashima Island
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(8) Goto City
General information on the municipality

Major means of access

Goto City (with a population of 37,331) receives

Planes, jetfoils and ferries from Nagasaki Air-

approximately 400,000 visitors a year. Two of the

port and Nagasaki Port (major transportation

components of the nominated property, ‘Egami

hubs in the Nagasaki region) regularly travel to

Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its

Fukue Island, the main island of the city. ere

Surroundings)’ and ‘Villages on Hisaka Island’,

is a regular ferry service from Fukue Island to

are located in the city.

Naru and Hisaka Islands, or visitors can use a
water taxi.

010 Villages on Hisaka Island
Facilities for guidance, excursions, and visitors’ convenience
Goto City has renovated the Goto Tourism and

ever, by also visiting villages, martyrdom sites,

Historical Archive Centre on Fukue Island and

and other places on the island, visitors will gain

is utilising it as a guidance facility for commu-

a better appreciation of the historical back-

nicating in an easy-to-understand manner the

ground of the component. e city is, therefore,

Christian history of the Nagasaki region, espe-

establishing and publicising an excursion route

cially the history and culture that have devel-

around the island, utilising an old private house

oped on the Goto Islands, which include Naru

located in the central part of the island as a rest

and Hisaka.

area and exhibition venue.

e Former Gorin Church is located

Visitors can participate in the Goto Islands

within the component area. e ownership of

Christian Cruise to eﬃciently visit the Former

the church was transferred from a religious or-

Gorin Church (located within the component

ganisation to Goto City, which now manages the

on Hisaka Island), the Egami Church (located

church and has opened it to the public.

within another component on Naru Island) and
the Kirishitan Cave by means of water taxi.

ere is no public transportation on
Hisaka Island, and only taxis and rental cars are
available, making it diﬃcult to receive a large
number of visitors. Some visitors use the water
taxi service that takes them to a fishing port in
front of the Former Gorin Church in order to see
only this church, and then quickly return. How-
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Photo 3-068 The Two-day March walking event
on the Goto Islands

Photo 3-067 Exhibition at the Goto Tourism
and Historical Archive Centre

Photo 3-069 Introduction of the
Goto Islands Christian Cruise

Chapter 3

Photo 3-070 Brochure describing the Important Cultural
Landscape in Goto City

Current visitor reception conditions
Local residents on Hisaka Island have formed an

system ensures the reception of visitors in ap-

organisation known as the Hisakajima Farm,

propriate numbers. Since 2015, ‘Church keepers’

which uses the former Hisaka Elementary

have been appointed to watch over the church.

School as the base of its activities and plays a

ey deal with the prior notification system,

leading role in receiving visitors to the island.

welcome visitors and explain church etiquette

is organisation is making eﬀorts to maintain

and history.

and conserve the nationally selected Important

Local guides and pilgrim guides from the

Cultural Landscape on the island by supporting

Goto City Hospitality Guide Liaison Council

islanders’ livelihoods. Related initiatives include

(which consists of four guide groups active

developing and selling speciality products, such

throughout the city) accompany visitors. ey

as rice, produced on the island.

not only explain the church and other features

ose who wish to visit the Former Gorin

but also raise awareness of the proper church eti-

Church should provide prior notification. is

quette. Goto City, the Goto City Tourism Asso-
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ciation and other relevant organisations are

Information on measures for capacity

making eﬀorts to raise visitors’ awareness of lo-

building related to the systems employed to re-

cation-specific etiquette in order to prevent any

ceive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4

negative impact on the daily lives of local resi-

‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presen-

dents. ey are also setting up guidance signs to

tation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local

receive visitors in an appropriate manner.

communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and

Visitors can participate in ‘green tourism’

Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and devel-

programmes, including experiential tours and

opment of local communities (i.e., balance be-

homestays, enabling them to enjoy the natural

tween preservation and utilisation of the

beauty, industry, and general daily-life atmos-

nominated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Com-

phere on Hisaka Island. Accommodation is also

prehensive Preservation and Management Plan.

available on the island.

Photo 3-072 Activities of Hisakajima Farm

Photo 3-071 The former Hisaka Elementary
School, used as the base of Hisakajima Farm

Photo 3-074 A local guide explaining the
Royanosako Martyrdom site

Photo 3-073 Special local rice produced on
Hisaka Island

Photo 3-075 church keeper explaining the
Former Gorin Church

Photo 3-076 Voluntary clean-up activities on
Hisaka Island
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Figure 3-020 Map of visitor facilities around Villages in Hisaka Island
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011 Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its Surroundings)
Facilities for guidance, excursions and visitors’ convenience
As is explained above for the Villages on Hisaka

Visitors can use buses, rental cars and taxis

Island, Goto City has renovated the Goto

on the island. In the precincts of the former ele-

Tourism and Historical Archive Centre and is

mentary school near Egami Church, there are

utilising it as a guidance facility for communi-

public toilet facilities and parking spaces avail-

cating in an easy-to-understand manner the

able for visitors.

Christian history of the Nagasaki region, and es-

During the Goto Islands Christian Cruise

pecially the history and culture that have devel-

mentioned above for Villages on Hisaka Island,

oped on the Goto Islands, which include Naru

visitors can eﬃciently visit the Egami Church

and Hisaka Islands. In addition, the city plans to

and related sites by means of water taxi.

establish a guidance facility at the site of the former Egami Elementary School in Egami Village
in order to help visitors understand the village
and the history of Naru Island. Explanation panels are also on display at the ferry terminal on
Naru Island so as to introduce Egami Village to
the general public.
e Egami Church stands within the component area. Specified areas of the interior of the
church are open to the public, on the condition
that Mass and other religious activities are not
to be disturbed.

Photo 3-078 A mobile sales wagon

Photo 3-077 Information provision at Naru Port Terminal

Photo 3-079 Sales of local products in front of a
mobile sales wagon
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Current visitor reception conditions
e non-profit organisation DONDON Naru

vent any negative impact on the daily lives of

plays a leading role in receiving visitors to the is-

local residents. ey are also setting up guidance

land. It plans and manages sightseeing pro-

signs so that visitors can be received in an ap-

grammes and provides a guide service.

propriate manner.

ose who wish to visit Egami Church

Visitors can participate in ‘green tourism’

should provide prior notification. is system

programmes, including experiential tours and

ensures reception of visitors in appropriate num-

homestays, enabling them to enjoy the natural

bers. Since 2015, ‘Church keepers’ have been ap-

beauty, industry and general daily-life atmos-

pointed to watch over the church. ey deal with

phere on Naru Island. Some accommodation is

the prior notification system, welcome visitors

available on the island.

and explain church etiquette and history.

Information on measures for capacity

e Goto City Hospitality Guide Liaison

building related to the systems employed to re-

Council consists of four guide groups that are

ceive visitors, etc, is also provided in Section 4

active throughout the city. Local guides and pil-

‘Responsible visitation and appropriate presen-

grim guides from this council accompany visi-

tation (i.e., harmony between tourism and local

tors. ey not only explain the church and other

communities’ daily lives and religious faith)’ and

features but also raise awareness of the proper

Section 5 ‘Sustainable maintenance and devel-

church etiquette. Goto City, the Goto City

opment of local communities (i.e., balance be-

Tourism Association, and other relevant organ-

tween preservation and utilisation of the

isations are making eﬀorts to raise visitors’

nominated property)’ in Chapter 4 of this Com-

awareness of location-specific etiquette to pre-

prehensive Preservation and Management Plan.

Photo 3-080 A local guide explaining
Egami Church

Photo 3-081 Homestay tour

Photo 3-082 Experiential programme
for making wooden tableware

Photo 3-083 Voluntary clean-up activities
in Egami Village
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Figure 3-021 Map of visitor facilities around Egami Village on Naru Island
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5. Sustainable maintenance and development of local communities (i.e.,balance between preservation and utilisation of the nominated property)
In order to protect and pass down an apprecia-

e World Heritage nomination bid is

tion of the value of the components for future

an opportunity to closely link the protection of

generations, it is necessary to reinforce the foun-

the components to sustainable development of

dations of the regional society where the sites are

local communities. How best to ensure revitali-

located while ensuring that sustainable develop-

sation of the local communities by both preserv-

ment can coexist alongside the need to protect

ing and utilising the components must be

cultural elements that are central to local com-

understood and addressed as part of a long-term

munities and local residents' daily life and reli-

initiative.

gious faith. Continuation of local communities

Table 3-003 outlines the population

is indispensable in order to eﬀectively maintain,

trends in the relevant municipalities where the

manage and transmit an appreciation for the

components are located, showing how the pop-

components, together with the existing liveli-

ulation of these areas is expected to continue to

hood and culture of the local communities.

decline. Table 3-004 shows the number of inhab-

However, most of the components are located in

itants within the component areas and their

rural areas where the population has decreased

buﬀer zones. An especially significant popula-

significantly. Consequently, there are concerns

tion decline is predicted on remote islands and

that these local communities may not be able to

in rural areas, and local communities at these

function well enough to ensure adequate main-

places are facing not only a decrease in numbers

tenance and management of the nominated

and an aging population, but also an outflow of

property in the future.

young people from these areas.

▼

Aim to promote initiatives that stimulate the
local communities by utilising the nominated
property and realise sustainable development that leads to capacity building and
maintenance/increase of resident population

▼

Underpopulated areas

Aim to stimulate activities in the local communities that support the protection of the components and to promote interaction and
networking within the communities

▼

Balance between preservation and utilisation

Further
population
decline
▼

Protection of the
components by
local communities is alone difficult.
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Table 3-003 Population trends (unit: person) in the municipalities in which the components are located (estimated figures for 2020, 2030,and 2040)
(Source: ‘Population Projection for Japan by Prefectures’ of the National Institute of Population and Social
Security Research)

2010
(a)

Location

50,363

Minamishimabara City
Hirado City

Nagasaki City

Ojika Town

412,982

374,345

331,191

2,829

3,183

1,661

1,250

241,197

63,151

218,415

51,912

193,949

13,645

1,426,779

1,312,976

1,184,609

1,048,728

128,057,000

124,100,000

116,618,000

107,276,000

40,622

Nagasaki Prefecture

1,817,426

33,734

1,724,546

27,498

1,603,413

Rate of decline
(d/a×100)%

18,959

17,497

Goto City

Japan

443,766

75,595

23,613

30,919

22,074

Shinkamigoto Town

Kumamoto Prefecture

37,013

2040
(d)

28,916

261,101

Sasebo City

43,549

2030
(c)

34,905

89,065

Amakusa City

2020
(b)

10,374

21,987

1,467,142

61.4
54.3
58.3
74.6
74.3
43.9
47.0
54.1
73.5
83.8
83.8

Table 3-004 Number of inhabitants within the components and buffer zones of the nominated property (as of
2016)
No.

001

Remains of Hara Castle

004

Sakitsu Village in Amakusa

002
003
005

006

007

008

009

010
011

012

Inhabitants within
each component

Component part

Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado

3,814

3,896

53

487

540

69

546

Villages on Kuroshima Island

419

178

Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island

1

Villages on Kashiragashima Island
Villages on Hisaka Island
Oura Cathedral

537

1,083

0

419

15

0

1932

1

340

5

0

5

1,698

160

218

11

1

Total

149

329

329

Egami Village on Naru Island
(Egami Church and its Surroundings)

Total

82

Shitsu Village in Sotome
Ono Village in Sotome

Inhabitants within
the buffer zone

11

3,392

8,405

340

3.393

10,103

Current Situation and Issues Concerning the Components and Their Surroundings

Sustainable maintenance and development of local communities

Chapter 3

Current conditions and issues related to task group No. 5 in Table 1-001 (summarising the structure of this
plan)

Task group

Current condition

●It is difficult for
the local communities to protect
the components
and pass on an
appreciation of their value to future
generations only
by themselves.

5

Sustainable
maintenance
and development of local
communities
(i.e., balance
between preservation and
utilisation of
the nominated property)

●There are few opMost of the components are located in rural areas
where the population is aging and
declining in numbers.

portunities for young people to learn about the region in which they live.

●There is a lack of

the interaction and
exchanges between areas and generations that is
necessary in order to continue to
develop effective
community planning activities by
groups involved
with local history
and culture.

●It is hard to pres-

erve the livelihoods of the local
communities who
live in the component areas.
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Issue
No.

Issues

●There is a need for local

residents, prefectural residents and visitors to share a common understanding of the current conditions in the communities
that help maintain the
nominated property.

●There is a need to pro-

vide opportunities to learn, across a broad spectrum of experience, and
to build a network of interested and capable people.

(1) Sharing
pride in
the nominated prop- 5-(1)
erty by enhancing local identity

(2) Building a
shared
awareness and network thro- 5-(2)
ugh interchange among people

●There is a need to main- (3) Maintaintain and revitalise those
areas facing depopulation.

ing and revitalising 5-(3)
local communities

Current Situation and Issues Concerning the Components and Their Surroundings
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e ‘Current conditions’ column in the
following table summarises the present conditions in these underpopulated areas. e nominated property is appealing to visitors not only
because of its Outstanding Universal Value but
also because of the ‘unique culture developed
through international exchange’, ‘landscapes
woven out of the sea and nature’ and the ‘healing
eﬀect brought about by island life’ in the component areas. ese are what communities living
in the components and their buﬀer zones have
created, developed and passed on as their ‘treasures’. In order for the local communities to take
pride in these features, which enhance the local
identity, and to eﬀectively transmit them to future generations, it is necessary to actively implement promotion measures for regional
development.
In order to achieve this goal, various measures are to be taken to help revitalise the local
communities and revive the economy in each
area, thereby reinforcing the foundations of the
regional society. In the following table, issues
shared by all the components are arranged in
keeping with the three general themes of: ‘sharing pride in the nominated property by enhancing the local identify’, ‘building a shared
awareness and network through interchange
among people’ and ‘maintaining and revitalising
local communities’. e specific details are described in the ‘Issues’ column of the table.
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‘blank page’
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Chapter

4

Implementation of
the Management Plan

Chapter 4

Chapter
5

Chapter
6

Measures common to the components of the
nominated property

Specific approaches

Monitoring

Chapter 3
Task group

1

2

3

Adequate preservation management and
research for the
components

Conserving and
forming surrounding environments
suitable for
World Heritage
sites

Minimising the
negative effects
of development,
environmental
changes and
natural disasters

Issues

Issue
No.

Appropriate preservation and management of the
components

1-(1)

Continuation of academic research

1-(2)

Conservation of
the buffer zones
(maintaining surrounding environments in a form
that is suitable for
World Heritage
sites)
Visual harmonisation measures and
landscaping near
the components
(to improve nearby
scenery in a manner suitable for
World Heritage
sites)

2-(2)

Development pressures

3-(1)

Environmental
change

3-(2)

Natural disasters and
risk preparedness

3-(3)

Understanding of
the Outstanding
Universal Value

4

5

Responsible visitation and appropriate
presentation
(i.e., harmony
Providing improved
between tourism convenience for
and local comvisitors
munities’ daily
life and religious
faith)
Creating frameworks for orderly
presentation and
appropriate reception of visitors

Sustainable
maintenance
and development of local
communities
(i.e., balance between preservation and
utilisation of the
nominated property)

2-(1)

4-(1)

4-(2)

4-(3)

a)

Protection of the components based on the cultural property protection system

b)

Preservation and management of the components ［1］to［6］

a)

Research and surveys on the components

［1］
［2］
,
［1］

c)

Research and surveys on related cultural properties ［1］
Enhancing systems for research and surveys
［1］

a)

Establishing buffer zones for the components

b)

Achieving conservation through laws and ordinances, systems, etc.

a)

Achieving common objectives of enhancement
projects for the components

b)

Identification of ideal state of visual harmonisation measures and landscape enhancement
projects for each component

c)

Sharing the concept of the enhancement
planning process

a)

Appropriate implementation of laws and regulations

a)

Environmental measures for preservation of the
components

b)

14 to 19

20

［1］to［4］

3

［1］to［3］

4

［1］
［2］
,

［1］to［3］
1 to 11
［1］to［3］

a)

Enhancement of disaster prevention and risk
management systems

a)

Enhancing comprehensive information provision
［1］to［5］
regarding the Outstanding Universal Value

b)

Preserving and utilising cultural properties related to the components in an integrated manner

［1］to［3］

c)

Establishing facilities to ensure appropriate presentation and utilisation

［1］

d)

Establishing guide systems

［1］
［2］
,

a)

Establishing a general inquiry desk

b)

Providing sightseeing tours and model courses

c)
d)

Improving transport infrastructure

［1］to［4］

a)

Ensuring visitors’ awareness of appropriate
site-specific manners

［1］

b)

Watching over church buildings designated as
cultural properties

［1］
［2］
,

c)

Creating frameworks to ensure the reception of
visitors in an orderly manner

［1］

21, 24

［1］

［1］to［4］

22, 23

Appropriately enhancing and managing visitor facilities ［1］to［3］

12

Sharing pride in the
nominated property
by enhancing local
identity

5-(1)

a)

Facilitating an improved understanding among
local residents and other stakeholders

［1］to［3］

21

Building a shared
awareness and
network through interchange among
people

5-(2)

a)

Enhancing activities in local communities

［1］to［4］

25

Maintaining and revitalising local
communities

5-(3)

a)

Promoting local industries and increasing resident and visitor numbers

［1］to［4］

13
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Implementation of the Management Plan
1. Adequate preservation
management and research for the components

Based on the current situation and related issues outlined in Chapter 3, this chapter focuses
on the overall policies and specific approaches
required for management of the nominated
property. These will be discussed in terms of the
five task groups described earlier: adequate

The basic principle behind the preservation and

preservation management and research for the

management of the components is that appro-

components (Section 1), concerving and form-

priate protective measures must be taken in ac-

ing surrounding environments suitable for

cordance with the Law for the Protection of

World Heritage sites (Section 2), minimising

Cultural Properties, strictly regulating activities

the negative effects of development, environ-

that could have a negative impact on the Out-

mental changes, and natural disasters (Section

standing Universal Value of the nominated

3), responsible visitation and appropriate pre-

property. Therefore, all preservation and man-

sentation (i.e., harmony between tourism and

agement activities are to be carried out in accor-

local communities’ daily life and religious faith)

dance with the preservation and management

(Section 4), and sustainable maintenance and

plans that identify the fundamental value and

development of local communities (i.e., balance

constituent elements of each component, speci-

between preservation and utilisation of the

fy basic policies and methods to be used for

nominated property) (Section 5).

their preservation and management, and establish criteria for carrying out acts that alter their
existing state or may have a negative effect on
their preservation (hereinafter referred to as
‘acts altering the existing state, etc.’).
Many of the components are maintained
and managed by the owners of related lands and
buildings and local residents. The Law for the
Protection of Cultural Properties states that the
authorities shall provide the owners of cultural
properties with financial and technical support
for their maintenance. In accordance with this
principle, related organisations at the national
or prefectural level and other municipal governments take responsibility for the preserva-
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tion and management of the nominated proper-

develop and pass on an appreciation of the Out-

ty, together with the owners and the relevant lo-

standing Universal Value of the nominated

cal communities. In addition, research and sur-

property to future generations.

veys should be continued in order to help

Issues

Issue
No.

Measures common to the components
of the nominated property

a)

Appropriate
preservation
and management of the
components

Continuation
of academic
research

Protection of the components
based on the cultural property
protection system

1-(1)
b)

1-(2)

Preservation and management
of the components

Specific approaches

Plan No.

[1]

Protection of the components based
on the Law for the Protection of Cultur- 1-(1)-a)-[1]
al Properties

[2]

Support for preservation and manage-( )-a)-[2]
ment by the owners of the components 1 1

[1]

Regular maintenance and management

1-(1)-b)-[1]

[2]

Promotion of public land ownership

1-(1)-b)-[2]

[3]

Restoration and repair for preservation 1-(1)-b)-[3]

[4]

Visual harmonisation and landscape
enhancement of the villages

1-(1)-b)-[4]

[5]

Promotion of disaster prevention measures

1-(1)-b)-[5]

[6]

Reinforcement of patrol and surveillance -( )-b)-[ ]
1 1
6
system

a)

Research and surveys on the
components

[1]

Promotion of various surveys

1-(2)-a)-[1]

b)

Research and surveys on related cultural properties

[1]

Surveys and research on related cultural properties

1-(2)-b)-[1]

c)

Enhancing systems for research
and surveys

[1]

Enhancing survey and research systems

1-(2)-c)-[1]
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(1) Appropriate preservation and management of the components
a) Protection of the components based on the cultural property protection system
The elements that constitute the substantial val-

owners or custodial bodies of National Trea-

ue of the components of the nominated proper-

sures, Important Cultural Properties, and His-

ty have been strictly and adequately identified,

toric Sites are responsible for preserving,

including buildings, structures and archaeolog-

managing, repairing and opening them to the

ical remains, as well as natural and manmade

public in an appropriate manner (Articles 31,

landforms. Designations as a National Treasure,

32-2, 113, 115, and 119 of the law).

Historic Sites, Important Cultural Properties, or

Alterations to the existing state of build-

Important Cultural Landscapes under the Law

ings and other structures designated as a Na-

for the Protection of Cultural Properties have

tional Treasure or Important Cultural Property

been made to cover all of these elements, there-

(such as restoration to the original state identi-

by affording them with thorough legal protec-

fied as a result of building investigations) or al-

tion.

terations to the existing state within Historic
Permission from the national government

Sites require prior permission from the Com-

is required in advance for any alteration to the

missioner for Cultural Affairs of the national

existing state of the buildings, structures, and

government (Articles 43 and 125 of the law).

lands that have been designated as National

The Commissioner for Cultural Affairs

Treasures, Important Cultural Properties, or

then consults with and obtains recommenda-

Historic Sites under the Law for the Protection

tions from the Cultural Properties Subdivision

of Cultural Properties. In addition, any altera-

of the Council for Cultural Affairs, which is set

tion to the existing state in the areas selected as

up by the national government, before granting

Important Cultural Landscapes requires prior

permission for any alterations to the existing

notification to the Commissioner for the Cul-

state. Therefore, every alteration to the existing

tural Affairs of the national government under

state of the components requires permission

the Law for the Protection of Cultural Proper-

that is only granted on the basis of a rigorous ac-

ties, or to the head of the relevant landscape au-

ademic review.

thorities under the Landscape Act and the

The law provides that the national govern-

ordinances enacted by municipalities based

ment can also offer financial and technical assis-

thereon (as provided in the Law for the Protec-

tance, as necessary, for the management, repair,

tion of Cultural Properties, Articles 134 and

and visual harmonisation of National Treasures,

139).

Important Cultural Properties, Historic Sites
As is also prescribed in the Law for the

and Important Cultural Landscapes (Articles

Protection of Cultural Properties, in principle,

35, 47, 118, and 141-3 of the law).
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The protective designation for each of the
components under the Law for the Protection
of Cultural Properties is summarised in Table
4-001. The law and its regulations are summarised in Table 4-002 and Table 4-003, respectively.
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Table 4-001 Designation status of the components of the nominated property under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties

No.

Component

Subject of protection

Remains of Hara Archaeological remains of Hara

001 Castle

Kasuga Village

002 and Sacred Pla003
ces in Hirado

Sakitsu Village

004 in Amakusa

Village in
005 Shitsu
Sotome

Castle

Category of designation
Historic Site

Designated title
Remains of Hara
Castle

Land use patterns in the village,
houses containing Nandogami icons, Hidden Christian graveyards,
Cultural Landscape
Maruoyama hill (remains of early
Important Cultural
Japanese Catholics’ graves), Mt.
of Hirado Island
Landscape
Yasumandake (Hakusan-hime Shrine, the frontal approach, stonework,
and site of Saizenji Temple) and Nakaenoshima Island
Land use patterns in the village, site
of a house of Hidden Christian leaders,Sakitsu Suwa Shrine, site of the
house of village headmen from the
Yoshida family, and site of the former Sakitsu Church
Land use patterns in the village,
sites of houses in which sacred
icons were stored by Hidden Christians, Hidden Christian graveyards,
Obamaura beach, and site of a temporary church

Cultural Landscape
Important Cultural
of Sakitsu and ImatoLandscape
mi in Amakusa

Landscape with TerImportant Cultural races Retained by
Landscape
Stonework of Sotome in Nagasaki
Important Cultural
Shitsu Church
Property

Shitsu Church

Site of Shitsu Magistrate’s office and Important Cultural Former Shitsu Aid
village headmen’s house 縡
Property
Centre

Ono Village in

006 Sotome

Land use patterns in the village,
Ono Shrine, Kado Shrine, Tsuji Important Cultural
Shrine, and Hidden Christian grave- Landscape
yards

Important Cultural
Ono Church
Property

Ono Church

Villages on
007 Kuroshima Island

Remains of Vil-

008 lages on Nozaki
Island

Landscape with Terraces Retained by
Stonework of Sotome in Nagasaki 縒

Land use patterns in the villages,
Kozenji Temple, site of Honmura Office, site of Hidden Christian leadCultural Landscape
Important Cultural
er’s house and the temporary chuof Kuroshima Island
Landscape
rch, Hidden Christian graveyards,
in Sasebo
and site of the first Kuroshima Church
Land use patterns in the villages,
Okinokojima Shrine, former residence of Shinto priests, Hidden
Important Cultural Cultural Landscape
Christian graveyards, sites of housLandscape
of the Ojika Islands
es of Hidden Christian leaders, site
of the first Nokubi Church, and site
of Setowaki Church
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No.

Component

Villages on

009 Kashiragashima
Island

Villages on

010 Hisaka Island

Subject of protection

Category of designation

Designated title

Land use patterns in the villages,
Stone-built Village
Kashiragashima-Shirahama ruins (re- Important Cultural
Landscape of Sakmains of a graveyard), and Maeda Landscape
iura in Shinkamigoto
Gidayu’s grave
Site of Hidden Christian leader’s
house (and a temporary church), Important Cultural Kashiragashima
and site of the first Kashiragashima Property
Church
Church 縱
Land use patterns in the villages,
Hidden Christian graveyards, work
space where Buddhists and Hidden
Cultural Landscape
Christians collaborated, Royano- Important Cultural of Hisaka Island in
sako martyrdom site, site of Ha- Landscape
Goto
mawaki Church, site of Eiri Church,
site of Zazare Church, and site of
Akanita Church
Important Cultural Former Gorin
Property
Church

Former Gorin Church

Egami Village on
Naru Island
The current Egami Church and site Important Cultural
011 (Egami Church
Egami Church
Property
of the first Egami Church 縉
and its Surroundings) 縟

012 Oura Cathedral

Precincts of the cathedral

Historic Site

Archaeological remains (including buildings and structures
on the ground)

Oura Cathedral

National Treasure

Oura Cathedral

Former Latin Seminary

Important Cultural Former Latin SemiProperty
nary

Oura Cathedral, Former Latin
Seminary, Former House of the
Archbishop, and Former Catechist
School

Important Preservation District for
Groups of Traditional Buildings

Minamiyamate Preservation District for
Groups of Traditional Buildings

縡 The site of Shitsu Magistrate’s office and village headmen’s house is protected under the Law for the Pro-

tection of Cultural Properties as a part of a designated Important Cultural Property, the Former Shitsu Aid
Centre.
縒 The designation process is to be completed in 2018.
縱 The site of a Hidden Christian leader’s house (and a temporary church), and the site of the first Kashiragashima Church are protected under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties as a part of the
precincts of a designated Important Cultural Property, the precincts of Kashiragashima Church.
縟 The setting of Egami Village is protected under the Goto City Landscape Ordinance on the basis of the
Landscape Act of the national government.
縉 The site of the first Egami Church is protected under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties as
a part of the precincts of a designated Important Cultural Property, Egami Church.
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Table 4-002 Summary of the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties

Legislation
title

Law for the
Protection
of Cultural
Properties

Objective

Summary

The purpose of this law is to preserve
and utilise cultural properties, so that the
culture of the Japanese people may be
furthered and a contribution can be
made to the evolution of world culture.

The national government of Japan enacted this
law in 1950 as a fundamental way to protect cultural properties. This law has been revised in response to the social environment surrounding
cultural properties for example, to expand the
scope of protection and diversify protection measures–and it plays a crucial role in safeguarding
the cultural properties of the nation.

Table 4-003 Summary of regulations regarding the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties

Type of cultural
properties

Permission, notification, etc.

Historic Site
National Treasure and Important Cultural
Property
Important Preservation District
for Groups of
Traditional Buildings
Important Cultural Landscape

Permission of the Commissioner for Cultural Affairs
(Some of the responsibilities that fall within the jurisdiction of the Commissioner are delegated to prefectural or municipal Boards of
Education.)

Notification to the Commissioner for Cultural Affairs

Summary of regulations
Acts that alter the existing state of
the designated properties or have
a negative effect on their preservation (hereinafter referred to as
‘acts altering the existing state,
etc.’)
The owners of the components and their constituent elements that are nationally designated cultural properties, as well as
related municipal governments,
have established criteria for carrying out acts that alter the existing
state, etc., in their preservation
and management plans.
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Penalty

Imprisonment, penal servitude,
fines, or minor
penalties

Non-criminal fine
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b) Preservation and management of the com-

In order to safeguard the components of the

ponents

nominated property, it is essential to establish

The basic approach adopted for the on-going

basic policies for their long-term and systematic

preservation and management of the compo-

preservation management. Preservation and

nents involves implementation of the present

management plans that clearly describe concrete

strict protection system carried out in accor-

measures for such policies have been prepared

dance with the Law for the Protection of Cul-

for each of the nationally designated cultural

tural Properties. Basic policies common to all

properties within the 12 components by their

the components have been detailed as follows:

owners and other stakeholders responsible for
their management.

Preservation and management of the ele-

As a basic policy for preservation and

ments representing the Outstanding Univer-

management, these preservation and manage-

sal Value of the nominated property

ment plans outline a future vision for protecting

Strict preservation is to be conducted for all the

and passing on the value of individual cultural

features and attributes of the components that

properties, and they clearly indicate daily man-

directly reflect the Outstanding Universal Value

agement methods and measures to improve sys-

of the nominated property. In cases of damage

tems and other matters. In addition, these plans

or loss, repair and restoration work is to be con-

clarify whether permission is necessary and

ducted promptly.

what requirements are to be met for any conceivable alteration to the buildings and lands un-

Preservation and management of the ele-

der legal protection. The preservation and

ments closely associated with the representa-

management of the components are being prop-

tion of the Outstanding Universal Value

erly implemented in accordance with these

These elements are to be properly preserved and

plans, ensuring that the Outstanding Universal

managed on the basis of their respective utilisa-

Value of the nominated property will be trans-

tion policies and the like, in consideration of

mitted to future generations.
The national, prefectural, and other mu-

their significance, scale, characteristics, and use.

nicipal governments not only provide technical
Elements that could have a negative impact

support for management and repairs conducted

on the Outstanding Universal Value

by the owners and other stakeholders, but also

Such elements are to be systematically removed

cover a part of the expenses, as necessary. In

or improved.

particular, Nagasaki Prefecture established a
fund in 2015 to further reduce the financial
burden on the owners and stakeholders of each
component.
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Table 4-004 lists the preservation and
management plans for individual components,
as well as their enhancement and utilisation
plans. In addition, a summary of these plans can
be found in Appendix 6b.
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Table 4-004 List of the preservation and management plans and the enhancement and utilisation plans relevant to the nominated property

No.

001

Component

Remains of Hara
Castle

Name of preservation and
management plan
●Preservation and Management
Plan for Remains of Hara Castle

Kasuga Village and
Sacred Places in
●Conservation Plan for Cultural
Hirado

Name of enhancement and
utilisation plan
●Basic Enhancement Plan for Remains of Hara Castle

Landscape of Hirado Island and
Ikitsuki Island

●Enhancement and Utilisation
Plan for Cultural Landscape of
Hirado and Ikitsuki Islands

Sakitsu Village in
Amakusa

●Conservation Plan for Fishing
Village Landscape of Sakitsu in
Amakusa

●Enhancement and Utilisation
Plan for Cultural Landscape of
Sakitsu and Imatomi in Amakusa

005

Shitsu Village in
Sotome

●Conservation Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by
Stonework of Sotome in Nagasaki
●Preservation and Management
Plan for Shitsu Church

●Enhancement and Utilisation
Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by Stonework
of Sotome in Nagasaki

006

●Conservation Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by
Stonework of Sotome in NagaOno Village in Sotome saki
●Preservation and Management
Plan for Ono Church

007

Villages on
Kuroshima Island

●Conservation Plan for Cultural
Landscape of Kuroshima Island
in Sasebo

●Enhancement and Utilisation
Plan for Cultural Landscape
of Kuroshima Island in Sasebo

008

Remains of Villages
on Nozaki Island

●Conservation Plan for Cultural
Landscape of the Ojika Islands

●Enhancement and Utilisation
Plan for Cultural Landscape
of the Ojika Islands

009

Villages on Kashiragashima Island

●Conservation Plan for Stone-built
Village Landscape of Sakiura in
Shinkamigoto

●Enhancement and Utilisation
Plan for Stone-built Village Landscape of Sakiura in Shinkamigoto

010

Villages on Hisaka
Island

● Conservation Plan for Cultural
Landscape of Hisaka Island in ●Enhancement and Utilisation
Goto
Plan for Cultural Landscape of
● Preservation and Management Hisaka Island in Goto
Plan for Former Gorin Church

011

Egami Village on Naru
●Preservation and Management
Island (Egami Church Plan for Egami Church
and its Surroundings)

002
003

004

(Kasuga Village and Mt.
Yasumandake)
(Nakaenoshima Island)
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No.

012

Component

Oura Cathedral

Name of preservation and
management plan
● Preservation and Management
Plan for the Precincts of Oura
Cathedral
● Preservation and Management
Plan for Oura Cathedral and
Former Latin Seminary
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001 Remains of Hara Castle

Basic policy for preservation and management
●The elements that constitute the fundamental

the entire region by taking advantage of the

value of the castle remains should be clarified

natural environment and the landforms spe-

to ensure the protection of their authenticity.

cific to this region, and maintaining a harmo-

In cases where evaluation of any constituent

nious

element is required from an academic point of

landscape and the current land uses.

balance

with

the

contemporary

●Due consideration should be given to the

view, the priority and the reason for archaeo-

opinions of landowners, and to gaining the

logical excavations and other surveys should

understanding and cooperation of local resi-

be clarified for each such element.
●Ruins already revealed by archaeological exca-

dents and farmers in order to achieve balance

vations should be preserved and managed not

between the daily life in the local communities

by considering them separately but rather by

and preservation of the castle remains. Man-

setting forth directions to handle them inte-

agement systems should be established to keep

grally.

the local communities actively engaged in

●Along with protection of the castle remains, it

preservation activities.

is necessary to enhance the attractiveness of
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements
Component

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Remains of
Hara Castle

Elements closely
associated with
the Outstanding
Universal Value
of the nominated
property

Elements that
could affect the
Outstanding Universal Value of
the nominated
property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Main enclosure
(Honmaru)

●This area includes the main ruins that are
related to the site’s historic value as a
castle. Such ruins should be effectively
protected and enhanced as part of a nationally designated Historic Site.
●Improvement and restoration of eroding
parts of the cliff facing the sea should be
conducted in order to protect the ruins
within this enclosure.
●As this area comprises major features of
the castle remains, it should be actively
utilised and opened up to the public.

Second enclosure (Ninom
aru), Ninomarudemaru enclosure, third enclosure
(Sannomaru), Hatoyamademaru enclosure, Amakusamaru enclosure, and
the areas where the Shogunate forces attacked the
besieged rebels

●Archaeological excavations should be
systematically promoted to clarify the extent and distribution of the castle remains.
Efforts should be made to promote full
public ownership of the castle remains,
maintain the existing landforms, and
avoid any degradation of the land.
●This area should be utilised and opened
up to the public in an appropriate manner,
keeping in mind that local communities
still make use of it as part of their daily
lives and livelihoods.

Unearthed remains, including human bones and devotional items

●Minamishimabara City preserves all such
remains properly.
●Those remains that are in a good state of
conservation will be exhibited in archive
centres and the like.

Buildings and structures
such as Shinto shrines,
Jizo statues, stone monuments, graves and memorial towers

●Such buildings and structures should be
maintained and managed integrally with
other remains in the surrounding areas.
●Those structures whose historic value
has been revealed through academic surveys, including memorial monuments for
besieged rebels and a monument commemorating Mr. Itakura Shigemasa in the
third enclosure, should be preserved and
treated to prevent any further weathering.

Buildings and structures
such as Minamiarima Junior High School, private
houses, agricultural facilities, signs and utility poles

●New construction, extension, renovation
and the like carried out on such buildings
and structures should follow the prescribed directions and standards for preservation and management.
●With regard to those buildings and structures whose removal or relocation is desirable in the future, their stakeholders
will consult with Minamishimabara City
concerning their on-going management.
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Methods of preservation and management
Constituent element

Main enclosure (Honmaru),
second enclosure
(Ninomaru), Ninomarudemaru enclosure, third enclosure (Sannomaru),
Hatoyamademaru enclosure, Amakusamaru enclosure, and the areas
where the Shogunate forces attacked the besieged
rebels

Method
●The staff of Minamishimabara City, appointed as the custodial body for the
castle remains, conduct appropriate day-to-day management in accordance
with the preservation and management plan. They also carry out regular inspections of any alterations made to the existing state of the site and monitor
all locations where there is a risk of landslides or collapses in order to check
for any abnormality.
●The Honmaru enclosure and public lands will be properly maintained and
managed through regular mowing and the like. Trees in the Honmaru enclosure will be trimmed on a regular basis so as not to obscure the view.
●The designated area of the historic site is categorised into three zones (A, B,
and C) based on the unique characteristics of each zone. Zone-specific policies cover the type of regulated alteration to the existing state, as well as
land purchase for full public ownership, additional designations to the historic site, archaeological excavations, academic research, and preservation
and management of each zone. All these policies are implemented in a systematic manner.
●Restoration and preventive work has been carried out on eroding and collapsing cliffs in the Honmaru enclosure since 2015. Minamishimabara City is
implementing this project, based on careful examination of the site by its Cultural Properties Expert Committee, ensuring that the authenticity of the site
is preserved.
●Restoration and repair work will be based on findings of archaeological surveys carried out on the stone walls in the Honmaru enclosure (modified in
modern times).
●Enhancement work will be conducted in order to open up the historic site to
the general public, mainly in the Honmaru enclosure where archaeological
excavations and preservation measures have been completed. As part of
the presentation and utilisation of this historic site, care should be taken to
avoid any negative impact on the daily life and livelihoods of the local communities. Parking spaces will be relocated outside the component area in order to control visitation, and various visitor facilities will be set up.

For more details, please refer to the Preservation and Management Plan and the Basic Enhancement Plan
for Remains of Hara Castle in Appendix 6b.
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002 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado
(Kasuga Village and Mt. Yasumandake)
003 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado
(Nakaenoshima Island)

Basic policy for preservation and management
●Residential areas with a historic background

adopt in order to sell, process and transport lo-

involving intangible cultural elements should

cal products so that traditional land use can be

basically be maintained so that the existing re-

continued and the space for residents’ work

lationship between the village structure and

can be maintained.
●Specific places that have been regarded as sa-

the religious faith of villagers, as revealed by

cred by local communities, such as Nakae-

academic research, can be kept intact for future generations. Constituent elements of the

noshima Island and primeval forests of

areas such as traditional houses, windbreak

Japanese evergreen oak on the summit of Mt.

forests, stone walls and the remains of early

Yasumandake, should be maintained in order

Japanese Catholic graves should also be main-

to preserve their historic significance. Artifi-

tained. This includes Nandogami icons and

cial forests should be improved by introducing

other devotional items revered by Hidden

vegetation more suitable for the region.
●Maintenance and management of the compo-

Christians during the ban on Christianity.
●Efforts should be made to maintain space for

nent area, comprising residential areas, work

work around the residential areas that charac-

spaces and natural environment, are closely

terise the landscape. Support should be pro-

related with the daily activities of local com-

vided to prevent the traditional masonry

munities. Therefore, efforts should be made to

techniques used to maintain terraced rice pad-

actively revitalise regional society and increase

dies from being lost, and to ensure that they

the number of visitors and residents, by utilis-

can be passed down to future generations. It is

ing local features.

also necessary to consider the best systems to
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Kasuga Village and Sacred Places
in Hirado
(Kasuga Village and Mt.
Yasumanda
ke)(Nakaen
oshima Island)

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Kasuga Village
(land use patterns)

●Efforts should be made to reuse traditional wooden houses.
●The height, colours, roof structure and
the like of houses should be in harmony
with the landscape. Windbreak stone
walls and other structures should be carefully preserved.
●Efforts should be made to maintain the
existing state of terraced rice paddies,
and avoid rectangular shapes in their development as much as possible. Utilisation of the landscape of terraced rice
paddies should be considered in community planning projects.
●Stone structures in the village basically
should not be relocated.
●Visual harmonisation measures should
be systematically taken for buildings and
structures that are not in keeping with the
surroundings in order to enhance the
landscape.
●Presentation and utilisation of the component area should be promoted in an appropriate manner, taking account of the
daily lives and livelihoods of local communities.

Houses containing Nandogami icons

●Efforts should be made to reuse traditional wooden houses.
●Renewal of houses should be conducted
in keeping with the landscape.
●Houses that are still used by local residents will not be opened to the public.

Maruoyama hill (remains
of early Japanese Catholic graves)

●The existing state of the hill and its immediate environment should be maintained.
●The hill will be properly utilised and
opened up to the public, taking into consideration the livelihoods of those living in
the immediate vicinity. Enhancement
work on the historic site should be carried
out in such a way as to avoid any negative impact on the preservation of underground remains.

Hidden Christian graveyards
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●Graveyards that are still in use should be
maintained as they are, and efforts
should be made to continue their use.
●Efforts should be made to conserve old
graves in cooperation with local residents.
●Consideration should be given to preservation of those graves that are of historic
value in their styles.
●The presentation and utilisation of the
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Component

Kasuga Village and Sacred Places
in Hirado
(Kasuga Village and Mt.
Yasumanda
ke)(Nakaen
oshima Island)

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Elements closely
associated with
the Outstanding
Universal Value
of the nominated
property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Hidden Christian graveyards

graveyards should be carried out in ways
that avoid any negative impact on their
preservation.

Mt. Yasumandake
(Hakusan-hime Shrine,
the frontal approach,
stonework and site of
Saizenji Temple

●Primeval forests that are still regarded as
sacred should be maintained.
●Primeval forests of Japanese evergreen
oak on the summit are conserved as part
of a nationally designated Natural Park.
Basically, their existing state should be
maintained, and they should not be cut
down.
●Physical evidence of the local communities’ religious faith, such as Hakusanhime Shrine (including its main hall,
worship hall, Torii gate, and frontal approach), the site of Saizenji Temple, and
stonework on the summit, should all be
maintained. In the event of their damage,
the managers will conduct the necessary
repairs in order to retain their existing
function and form. When the worship hall
is renewed, its design should remain in
harmony with the landscape in order to
maintain it as a place of worship.
● Such physical evidence will be utilised
and opened up to the public in an appropriate manner, taking account of the ongoing religious activities of local
communities.

Nakaenoshima Island

●The entire island is conserved as part of a
nationally designated Natural Park.
●The entire island is considered to be sacred, as a ceremony to collect holy water
is carried out there. Its existing state
should be maintained along with its natural environment which has remained unchanged since the period of the ban on
Christianity.
●It is currently difficult for visitors to land on
the island. Therefore, consideration will
be given to opening it up to the public.

Nandogami icons

●Present owners will continue to maintain
and manage these icons. Hirado City will
provide guidance and advice regarding
appropriate maintenance and management.
●Alternative means of presentation and
utilisation will be considered, such as exhibition of replicas, explanation panels,
and audio-visual materials.

For more details, please refer to the Conservation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Hirado Island and Ikitsuki
Island, as well as the Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Hirado Island in Appendix 6b.
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Kasuga Village (land use
patterns)

Method
●Construction, extension, renovation and relocation of buildings and structures should follow policies and standards for landscape development established in the Hirado City Landscape Plan.
●Any alterations to the existing state that could have a negative effect on the
surroundings should be examined by the Cultural Landscape Committee of
the city and controlled in order to ensure that they remain in harmony with
the characteristic features of the village.
●Academic research will be promoted to help ensure that the distinctive religious system and revered objects that have remained in use since the period of the ban on Christianity can be successfully passed on to future
generations.
●To ensure the effective presentation and utilisation of the village, due consideration should be given to the daily life and livelihood of local communities by establishing suitable routes and facilities for visitors.
●Cultural activities and tourism will be promoted, centred on experiential
programmes and eco-tourism conducted by local farmers. Initiatives will also be implemented to encourage new farmers to move to the village.

Houses containing Nandogami icons

●The owners will conduct day-to-day management in an appropriate manner.
Any renewal of existing houses should follow the Hirado City Landscape
Plan.
●Houses that are still used by local residents will not be opened up to the public. The icons will only be made accessible to the public in ways that avoid
any negative impact on their preservation, such as creating and exhibiting
replicas, explanation panels, and audio-visual materials.

Maruoyama hill (remains
of early Japanese Catholic
graves)

●Local residents manage the hill properly by regularly conducting mowing
and other maintenance in cooperation with the city authorities.
●Its presentation and utilisation should take the livelihoods of local communities into account. Enhancement work will be considered to facilitate a better understanding of the historical value of the hill, with minimal influence
on its preservation.

Hidden Christian graveyards

●Local communities properly maintain the graveyards that are still in use by
carrying out mowing and cleaning on a regular basis.
●Local residents and officials of Hirado City conduct regular patrols to check
for any abnormality in old graves.
●In 2016, Hirado City carried out an academic survey to confirm the present
state of the graveyards.

Mt. Yasumandake
(Hakusan-hime Shrine, the
frontal approach, stonework and site of Saizenji
Temple

●Shinto priests and members of the congregation conduct day-to-day management of Hakusan-hime Shrine as well as stonework, grave remains and
the like on the summit.
●Hirado City manages and maintains the frontal approach to the shrine appropriately.
●The forests around the summit are properly maintained and managed by the
Forestry Agency of the national government, in accordance with its regional
management plan based on the Act Concerning Utilisation of National Forest Land. The agency conducts regular patrols, management of compartment boundaries, extermination of harmful insects, and other preventive
measures to help conserve forests.
●The presentation and utilisation of the site should take account of the need
to conserve the natural environment, as well as religious activities that still
take place on the mountain.
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Constituent element

Nakaenoshima Island

Method
●As it is difficult to land on the island frequently due to geographical restrictions, Hirado City conducts visual inspections on a daily basis. When city
staff land on the island to carry out research and surveys, they check for any
abnormality in the area used to collect holy water and inspect the stonework.
●Due to the difficulty in landing, visitors mainly view the island from the opposite shore. Explanation panels and guidance signs will be set up at major
viewing points. A trial cruise and other initiatives are planned.

For more details, please refer to the Conservation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Hirado Island and Ikitsuki
Island, as well as the Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Hirado Island in Appendix
6b.
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004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa

Basic policy for preservation and management
●Land use patterns in the village that have re-

to cope with natural disasters and accidental

on Christianity, through its revival, to date

●As many people in the village are dependent

fires.

mained unchanged since the period of the ban

on fishing activities for their livelihood, pre-

should basically be maintained.
●Buildings and structures that appear out of

sentation and utilisation of the component

place with the rest of the village should either

should be managed with this in mind. Efforts

be removed or improved by visual harmonisa-

should also be made to improve site-specific

tion measures and the like on a step-by-step

manners of visitors.
●New initiatives should be pursued by utilising

basis in order to reduce their negative impact

regional resources to revitalise local commu-

on the landscape.
●Efforts should be made to improve disaster

nity activities and livelihoods so that the vil-

prevention equipment and raise awareness of

lage way of life can be retained for future

local residents throughout the entire village in

generations.

order to prepare for and reinforce their ability
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Sakitsu
Village in
Amakusa

Type of element

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Sakitsu Village
(land use patterns)

●The attractive landscape of the village
should be conserved in an integrated
manner.
●The height, colours, roof structure and
the like of all houses should be in harmony with the landscape. Buildings and
structures that do not fit in with the surroundings should be systematically removed or measures should be taken to
help them blend in.
●Characteristic structures in the fishing village, known as Toya and Kake, should be
conserved.
●Presentation and utilisation of the village
should take account of the daily activities
of the people who still live and work there.

Site of a house of Hidden Christian leaders

●If renewal is required, due attention
should be paid to ensuring that it remains
in harmony with the surrounding landscape.
●As it is still used by its owner, it will not be
opened up to the public.

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Sakitsu Suwa Shrine

Site of the house of village
headmen from the Yoshida family (present precincts of Sakitsu Church)
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●Care should be taken to maintain the
landscape and location of its precincts
overlooking the village.
●If renewal of the shrine is required, its
form, design, colours etc. should follow
the traditional architectural style in order
to fit in with the existing landscape.
●New buildings and structures should not
be set up in the precincts, except for
those built for preservation or religious
purposes.
●The shrine should be utilised and opened
up to the public in an appropriate manner, taking account of its religious nature.
●The existing state of the precincts should
basically be maintained. New buildings
and structures should not be set up, except for those built for preservation or religious purposes.
● The church should be utilised and
opened up to the public in an appropriate
manner, taking account of its religious
nature.
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Component

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Sakitsu
Village in
Amakusa

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Site of the former Sakitsu
Church

●The existing state of the precincts should
basically be maintained. New buildings
and structures should not be set up, except for those built for preservation or religious purposes.
●Consideration should be given to preservation and utilisation of the land and
buildings on the site.

Devotional items

●Their present owners should continue
proper maintenance and management,
receiving advice and guidance from
Amakusa City.
●Consideration should be given to exhibiting such items in archive centres and the
like in the village.

Sakitsu Church

●The existing state of Sakitsu Church
building, which now stands the site of the
house of village headmen from the Yoshida family, should be maintained as it attests to the history of the village following
the ban on Christianity. Repair work for it
should follow the original architectural
forms, style, design, colours, and the like.

Elements closely
associated with
the Outstanding
Universal Value
of the nominated
property
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Method

Sakitsu Village
(land use patterns)

●Construction, extension, renovation and relocation of buildings and structures should be carried out in accordance with policies and standards for
landscape development established in the Amakusa City Landscape Plan.
In particular, activities that could have a negative effect on the landscape
should be controlled by means of a residents’ agreement regarding the purpose and shape of lands and buildings within the component area.
●Any alteration to the existing state that could have a negative effect on the
surroundings should be examined by the Cultural Landscape Committee of
the city and controlled to ensure that it remains in harmony with the existing
features of the village.
●Local residents regularly conduct voluntary clean-up activities in the village
and along the coast, together with the authorities.
●In 2015, Amakusa City established its disaster prevention plan to strengthen
the disaster preventive function of the village. The city installed an automatic
fire alarm and fire extinguishers in every house to help protect against fires.
●With regard to the presentation and utilisation of the village, due consideration should be given to the daily life and livelihood of local communities by
establishing suitable routes and facilities for visitors. Particular attention will
be paid to ensuring the safety of a large number of visitors in peak tourist
seasons by controlling entry of vehicles into the village and positioning
guides at key locations.

Site of a house Hidden
Christian leaders

●The owner will conduct appropriate day-to-day management. Any house renewals should follow the Amakusa City Landscape Plan.
●The present house is still in use by the owner and it will not be opened up to
the public. The devotional items that have been handed down from generation to generation within the village will only be presented to the public in a
way that ensures their further protection and preservation, such as their exhibition in local archive centres for a limited period of time.

Sakitsu Suwa Shrine

●The followers of the shrine will conduct appropriate day-to-day management.
●Clean-up activities and mowing will be conducted regularly to ensure appropriate maintenance and management of the precincts.
●Its presentation and utilisation should take account of the likely impact on religious events.

Site of the house of village
headmen from the Yoshida family (present precincts of Sakitsu Church)

●The church members will conduct appropriate day-to-day management.
They will also conduct regular clean-up activities in the precincts to ensure
appropriate maintenance and management.
●Its interior will be opened up to the public, with due consideration for religious events. ‘Church keepers’ will be stationed inside the building to ensure
that visitors are fully aware of church etiquette.

Site of the former Sakitsu
Church

●Neither the land nor the building on this site are in use at present. Local
Catholics attending Sakitsu Church conduct clean-up activities and the like
on a regular basis. The land and building will be preserved and utilised in an
appropriate manner in order to maintain its historic value as a constituent element of the component, while respecting the opinions of the current owner.

For more details, please refer to the Conservation Plan for Fishing Village Landscape of Sakitsu in
Amakusa, as well as the Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Cultural Landscape of Sakitsu and Imatomi
in Amakusa in Appendix 6b.
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005 Shitsu Village in Sotome

Basic policy for preservation and management
●Land use patterns in the village that have re-

maintain and manage residential sites, grave-

mained unchanged from the period of the ban

yards, stone walls and other masonry work

on Christianity, through its revival, to date

that characterise the landscape of the area.
●Preservation and utilisation of the village

should basically be maintained.
●Preservation and management of the village

landscape, such as enhancement of viewing

should take account of the characteristic fea-

points, should be promoted through collabo-

tures of each area and the existing systems that

ration between local communities and other

local communities have maintained.

stakeholders.

●A framework should be created to preserve,
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Shitsu Village in Sotome

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Shitsu Village
(land use patterns)

●The height, forms, design, colours, roof
structure and the like of houses should
be in harmony with the surrounding landscape.
●Efforts should be made to maintain the
existing structure and exterior appearance of buildings with characteristic
stone walls.
●The existing state of farmland should be
maintained. The consolidation of farm
plots should be avoided in order to maintain the characteristic landscape of terraced fields and masonry work on
sloping terrain.
●The entire regional society should strive
to preserve the existing masonry work
through regular mowing and repair work.
●It is necessary to preserve the existing
state of the stonework, such as stone
walls dating back to pre-modern times,
that characterises the masonry culture of
the area.
●Old paths are precious heritage bearing
testimony to the history of the village.
Therefore, they should be restored and
preserved without any major alterations.

Obamaura beach

●The existing landscape should be maintained.

The sites of houses in
which sacred icons were
stored by Hidden Christians
Site of a temporary church

●Changes in the features of the land will
be avoided as much as possible.
● Construction, renovation and the like
carried out on buildings and structures
should be in keeping with the landscape.

Hidden Christian graveyards

● Local communities should continue
maintenance and management of the
graveyards that are still in use by carrying out mowing and other activities.
●Efforts should be made to maintain the
existing state of graveyards that are no
longer in use, keeping records of their
condition.

Site of Shitsu magistrate’ s
office and the former village headmen’s house

●New buildings and the like should not be
constructed within the precincts of the
site. The features of the land should not
be changed, unless this is necessary for
disaster prevention.
●It is necessary to maintain the remains
that were revealed during past repair
work in their existing state.
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Component

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Site of Shitsu magistrate’ s
office and the former village headmen’s house

● The site should be opened up to the
public as an experiential and exhibition
facility.

Shitsu Church

●Strict protection should be granted for
major structures and exterior walls of the
church. Original parts should basically be
preserved, and when regular replacement of structural members is carried out
the original materials, forms, finish, colours and the like should be used.
●New buildings and the like should not be
constructed within the precincts of the
site. The features of the land should not
be changed, unless this is necessary for
disaster prevention purposes.
●The building should be utilised and
opened up to the public in an appropriate
manner, taking its religious nature into account.

Hidden Christian devotional items such as sacred
icons, Catholic liturgical
calendars and catechisms
written in Japanese

●Such items should be kept and managed
by relevant religious organisations or kept
in museums and the like.
●Those items that are in a good state of
preservation will be exhibited in museums
and the like.

The Former Shitsu Aid
Centre

●The buildings of the Former Shitsu Aid
Centre, which now stand the site of Shitsu
magistrate’s office and the former village
headmen’s house, should be integrally
preserved and utilised as a part of a designated cultural property that represents
the history of the village after the lifting of
the ban.

Shitsu Village in Sotome

Elements closely
associated with
the Outstanding
Universal Value
of the nominated
property
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Method

Shitsu Village
(land use patterns)

●Construction, extension, renovation and relocation of buildings and structures should follow policies and standards for landscape development established in the Nagasaki City Landscape Plan.
●Any alteration to the existing state that could have a negative effect on the
surroundings should be carried out in accordance with the guidance and advice provided by the Cultural Landscape Committee of the city so that it remains in in harmony with the characteristic features of the village.

Obamaura beach

●Development of the beach and its vicinity will be avoided as much as possible.

The sites of houses in
which sacred icons were
stored by Hidden Christians
Site of a temporary church

●The owners will conduct appropriate day-to-day management. Construction,
extension, renovation and relocation of buildings and structures, as well as
any changes to the features of land, should follow the Nagasaki City Landscape Plan.

Hidden Christian graveyards

●Local communities properly maintain the graveyards that are still in use by
mowing and cleaning on a regular basis.
●Records will be kept for graveyards that are no longer in use, and efforts will
be made to maintain their existing state.

Site of Shitsu magistrate’s
office and former village
headmen’s house

●Appropriate day-to-day management of the site will be conducted by staff
commissioned by the owner.
●The buildings will be utilised as experiential and exhibition facilities in memory of Father Marc Marie de Rotz, who contributed to the development of the
area. Staff guides will help people gain an appreciation of the Outstanding
Universal Value of the nominated property.

Shitsu Church

●Church members will conduct appropriate day-to-day management in accordance with the preservation and management plan.
●The church underwent preservation measures from 1996 to 1999. Therefore, it is in good condition.
●Disaster prevention equipment has been improved for the church on a stepby-step basis. Church members and local residents conduct joint fire-prevention drills on a regular basis in readiness for any potential disasters.
●Its interior will be opened up to the public, but without interfering with religious events. ‘Church keepers’ will be stationed inside to ensure that all visitors are aware of appropriate church etiquette.

For more details of the preservation and management of the entire Shitsu Village, please refer to the Conservation Plan and the Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by Stonework
of Sotome in Nagasaki in Appendix 6b. For more details regarding the preservation and management of
Shitsu Church, please refer to the Preservation and Management Plans for Shitsu Church in Appendix 6b.
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006 Ono Village in Sotome

Basic policy for preservation and management
●Land use patterns that have continued un-

maintain and manage residential sites, grave-

changed in the village from the period of the

yards, stone walls and other masonry work

ban on Christianity, through its revival, to date

that characterise the landscape of the area.
●Preservation and utilisation of the village

should basically be maintained.
●Preservation and management of the village

landscape, such as enhancement of viewing

should take account of the characteristic fea-

points, should be promoted through collabo-

tures of each area and the existing systems that

ration between local communities and other

local communities have maintained in place.

stakeholders.

●A framework should be created to preserve,
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Ono Village
in Sotome

Type of element

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Ono Village
(land use patterns)

●The height, forms, design, colours, roof
structure and the like of all houses should
be in harmony with the surrounding landscape.
●Efforts should be made to maintain the
existing structure and exterior appearance of buildings with characteristic stone
walls.
●The existing state of farmland should be
maintained. Any consolidation of farm
plots should be avoided in order to maintain the existing landscape with its characteristic terraced fields and masonry
work on sloping terrain.
●The entire regional society should help
preserve the existing masonry work by
conducting regular mowing and repair
work.
●It is necessary to preserve the existing
state of the stonework, such as stone
walls dating back to the pre-modern
times, that characterises the masonry culture of the area.
●Old paths are precious heritage bearing
testimony to the history of the village.
Therefore, they should be restored and
preserved without any major alterations.

Ono Shrine, Kado Shrine,
and Tsuji Shrine

●The existing structure and exterior appearance of shrine buildings should be
maintained. Any renewal work should be
carried out in such a way that they remain
in harmony with the landscape.
●New buildings and structures should not
be set up within the shrines’ precincts, except for those built for preservation or religious purposes.

Hidden Christian graveyards

●Efforts should be made to maintain the
site in its existing state.

Ono Church

●Strict protection should be granted for all
major structures and exterior walls of the
church. Original parts should basically be
preserved, and when regular replacement work for structural members is carried out, the original materials, forms,
finish, colours and the like should be
used.
●New buildings and the like should not be
constructed within the precincts of the
church. The features of the land should
not be changed, unless this is necessary

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property
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Component

Type of element

Ono Village
in Sotome

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management
for disaster prevention purposes.
● The church should be utilised and
opened up to the public in an appropriate
manner, taking account of its religious
nature.

Ono Church
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Method

Ono Village
(land use patterns)

●Construction, extension, renovation and relocation of buildings and structures should follow policies and standards for landscape development established in the Nagasaki City Landscape Plan.
●Any alteration to the existing state that could have a negative effect on the
surroundings should follow guidance and advice provided by the Cultural
Landscape Committee of the city in order to remain in harmony with the
characteristic features of the village. 縡

Ono Shrine, Kado Shrine,
and Tsuji Shrine

●The followers of these shrines will conduct appropriate day-to-day management. Clean-up activities and mowing will also be conducted regularly as
part of appropriate maintenance and management of their precincts.

Hidden Christian graveyards

●The owners and other stakeholders of the graveyards will carry out preservation and maintenance measures to maintain the appearance of the graves
as much as possible.
●Records of the graveyards will be kept, as necessary.

Ono Church

●The church members who live in the neighbourhood will conduct appropriate
day-to-day management in accordance with the preservation and management plan.
●Preservation measures were carried out on the church from 2003 to 2007.
Therefore, it is in good condition.
●Improved disaster prevention equipment has been provided for the church
on a step-by-step basis. Church members and local residents jointly conduct
fire-prevention drills on a regular basis in order to fully prepare themselves
for potential disasters.
●In principle, only the exterior of the church will be opened up to the public in
order to help preserve the condition of the building. Visitors will only be allowed to view the interior of the church from the outside. ‘Church keepers’
will be stationed inside to raise visitor awareness regarding appropriate
church etiquette.

縡 Ono Village is to be selected as an Important Cultural Landscape in 2018, based on the Law for the Protec-

tion of Cultural Properties.

For more details, please refer to the Conservation Plan for Landscape with Terraces Retained by Stonework
of Sotome in Nagasaki, as well as the Preservation and Management Plan for Ono Church in Appendix 6b.
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007 Villages on Kuroshima Island

Basic policy for preservation and management
●The traditional structures and land use pat-

nities that are still used for daily life, work and

terns that have existed on the island since the

religious purposes. Due consideration should

ban on Christianity should be maintained in

be given not only to the physical protection of

place so that the unique village landscape can

these places but also to the continuation of the

be passed on to future generations. Houses,

activities that take place there. The presenta-

work spaces, farmland, fishing facilities and

tion and utilisation of the villages should not

the natural environment are all organically

be allowed to interfere with such activities.
●The island population is progressively aging

connected and linked with the village as a

and decreasing. In order to be able to continue

whole. Therefore, these elements should all be

to maintain and manage the villages, efforts

comprehensively preserved and managed.
●Those elements that were formed during the

should be made to actively revitalise the local

period of the ban on Christianity or in the pe-

communities, conduct capacity building, and

riod after its lifting should all be comprehen-

increase the number of residents and visitors

sively maintained as they are physical evidence

by making the best possible use of regional

that characterises the village landscape.

characteristics.

●There are various places in the local commu-
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Villages on
Kuroshima
Island

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Villages on the island
(land use patterns)

● The height, colours, roof structure and
the like of houses should be in harmony
with the landscape. Windbreak forests
surrounding the houses are one of the
characteristic features of the island, and
they should be conserved together with
the houses.
●Efforts should be made to continue the
use of farmland and maintain these sites
in their existing state. Consideration
should be given to reuse of land that has
been abandoned recently for agriculture.
●Efforts should be made to conserve the
existing forests and the coastline. Enhancement of port facilities and other
public works should be in harmony with
the existing landscape.
●Presentation and utilisation of the village
should be conducted in an appropriate
manner, taking account of the fact that
people still live and work there.

Sites of houses of Hidden
Christian leaders (sites of
temporary churches)

●Renewal of houses should be conducted
in keeping with the landscape.
●A monument built at the site of one of the
temporary churches bears testimony to
the local history and culture. It should be
preserved as it is without any renewal of
materials or relocation.
●Presentation and utilisation of the sites
should be conducted in an appropriate
manner, taking account of the fact that
people still live and work there.

Hidden Christian graveyards

●Graveyards that are still in use should be
maintained as they are, and efforts
should be made to continue their use.
●Efforts should be made to conserve old,
abandoned graveyards in cooperation
with local residents. Those graveyards
that are preserved in good condition will
be utilised and made accessible to the
public, as long as this has no adverse effect on their preservation. Such presentation and utilisation should be
conducted in an appropriate manner, taking account of their religious nature.

Kozenji Temple

●Efforts will be made to maintain the original structure, materials, colours, etc., of
the temple. In the event of its renewal,
the height, colours, roof structure and the
like should all be in keeping with the existing, traditional architectural style.
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Component

Villages on
Kuroshima
Island

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Elements closely
associated with
the Outstanding
Universal Value
of the nominated
property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Kozenji Temple

●No new buildings or structures should be
set up in the precincts, except for those
built for preservation or religious purposes.
● The temple bell with the names of Hidden Christians inscribed on it will be preserved basically without relocation.
● The temple should be utilised and
opened up to the public in an appropriate
manner, taking account of its religious
nature.

Site of Honmura Office

●The site should be maintained in its existing state.
●No new buildings or structures should be
set up at the site, except for those built for
preservation or utilisation purposes. The
renewal of public park facilities should not
be allowed to interfere with the site’s
preservation.
●The site will continue to be used as a public park for the time being, while future options for its enhancement and utilisation
are considered.

Site of the first Kuroshima Church

●New buildings and structures should not
be constructed within the precincts of the
church, unless they are built for management or disaster prevention purposes.
●The church should be utilised and
opened up to the public in an appropriate
manner, taking account of its religious nature.

Kuroshima Church

●Kuroshima Church, which now stands at
the site of the first church, should be preserved and utilised as a part of a designated cultural property that represents
the continuation of the land use pattern.
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Method

Villages on the island
(land use patterns)

●Construction, extension, renovation, and relocation of buildings and structures should follow policies and standards for landscape development established in the Sasebo City Landscape Plan.
●Any alterations to the existing state that could have a negative effect on the
surroundings should be examined by the Cultural Landscape Committee of
the city and controlled to ensure that they remain in harmony with the characteristic features of the village.
●Fences will be installed around farmland and graveyards to prevent wild
boars from getting in and causing damage. Traps and the like will be also set
to capture them.
●To ensure the appropriate presentation and utilisation of the villages, due
consideration should be given to daily life and livelihood of local communities by establishing suitable routes and facilities for visitors.

Sites of houses of Hidden
Christian leaders (sites of
temporary churches)

●The owners will conduct day-to-date management in an appropriate manner.
Local residents will cooperate in cleaning and mowing around the monuments.
●To ensure the appropriate presentation and utilisation of the sites, due consideration should be given to daily life of local communities. Only the area
surrounding the monument will be opened up to the public.

Hidden Christian graveyards

●Local communities properly maintain the graveyards that are still in use by
carrying out mowing and cleaning on a regular basis. Shikirimaki graveyard
will be appropriately managed by a non-profit organisation commissioned by
Sasebo City.
●Shikirimaki graveyard is preserved in good condition. It will be opened up to
the public through sightseeing tours and the like, after the minimum necessary enhancement work.

Kozenji Temple

●The local congregation will maintain it by carrying out mowing and cleaning
on a regular basis.
●In its presentation and utilisation, due attention will be paid to avoiding any
negative impact on religious activities. Sightseers will only be allowed to visit
the temple precincts, and the interior of the buildings will not be accessible
to the public.

Site of Honmura Office

●Local residents will properly maintain the site by carrying out mowing and
cleaning on a regular basis.
●The site is utilised as a public park of Honmura Village at present, and will
continue to be used in this manner for the time being. It will be preserved and
utilised so as to maintain its historic value as a constituent element of the
component. The opinions of the owner should be respected throughout.

Kuroshima Church

●The church members will conduct day-to-day management appropriately.
●Its interior will be opened up to the public, while making sure that this does
not interfere with religious events. ‘Church keepers’ will be stationed inside
the church to ensure that visitors are made aware of appropriate church etiquette.

For more details, please refer to the Conservation Plan and the Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for
Cultural Landscape of Kuroshima Island in Sasebo in Appendix 6b.
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008 Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island

Basic policy for preservation and management
●Surviving masonry work in the remains of

livelihoods of the Hidden Christians, and the

Nokubi, Funamori and Nozaki Villages should

natural environment of the island has been

be maintained in order to preserve the charac-

conserved in good condition, almost un-

teristic village landscape for future genera-

changed since the period of the ban on Chris-

tions.

tianity. Therefore, the entire island should be

●Buildings such as Okinokojima Shrine, the site

protected.
●Measures should be taken to upgrade disaster

of a residence that once housed Shinto priests,

prevention equipment and systems for the

and the Former Nokubi Church are historic elements that tell the story of Hidden Christians

maintenance and management of the village

on the island. They should be preserved and

remains, taking account of its unique status as

managed together with all other village re-

an uninhabited island. As the number of visi-

mains that are closely associated with them.

tors is expected to increase, necessary mea-

●The island itself is closely associated with the

sures should be taken to ensure their safety.
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Remains of
Villages on
Nozaki Island

Type of element

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Village remains on the island (land use patterns)

●The existing state of these village remains should basically be maintained.
The existing land configuration, divided
up with stone walls, should be preserved
and repair work should be carried out on
those walls that have collapsed.
●The existing state of distinctive places, including the sites of Hidden Christian leaders’ houses and churches should be also
maintained.
●New agricultural activities should not be
carried out on the remains of farmland.
●The remains of irrigation ditches and the
trail that connects the villages should be
maintained as they are. Traffic obstacles
should be improved in harmony with the
existing landscape.
●The natural environment on the island
has been nationally designated and conserved as a Natural Park. Therefore, its
existing state should be maintained.
●Regular control measures should be undertaken to prevent animals and plants
having a negative impact on the preservation of masonry work in the villages.
Management systems for such measures
should be enhanced.
●Safety of all visitors should be ensured,
and appropriate presentation and utilisation measures should be adopted for
each site.

Okinokojima Shrine

●The original structure, materials, colours
and the like of the shrine should be
maintained. In the event of renewal work
being carried out, the height, scale, roof
structures and the like should be kept the
same, wherever possible.
●New buildings and structures should not
be set up in the precincts, except for
those built for preservation or religious
purposes.
●The frontal approach leading to the coast
and Oeishi stone pillars in the precincts,
all dating back to ancient times, should
be preserved and managed together with
the shrine buildings.
●The shrine should be utilised and
opened up to the public in an appropriate
manner, taking account of its religious
nature.

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property
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Component

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Remains of
Villages on
Nozaki Island

Elements closely
associated with
the Outstanding
Universal Value
of the nominated
property

Elements that
could affect the
Outstanding Universal Value of
the nominated
property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Hidden Christian graveyards

●Efforts should be made to basically maintain the existing state.
●If there is risk of damage caused by wild
animals and the like, preventive measures should be taken such as installation
of fences to keep them out.
●These graveyards should be utilised together with the village remains as a place
that represents the history of the villages.

Former residence of Shinto priests

●The structure, materials, colours and the
like of the residence should be maintained. In the event of any renewal work
being undertaken, the height, scale, roof
structures and the like should follow the
existing, traditional architectural style.
●New buildings and structures should not
be set up in the precincts, except for
those built for preservation or religious
purposes.
●Preservation measures should be taken
for the residence so that it can be utilised
as an exhibition facility.

Sites of houses of Hidden
Christian leaders, site of
the first Nokubi Church,
and site of Setowaki
Church

●Efforts should be made to basically maintain the existing state.
●New buildings and structures should not
be set up in the church precincts, except
for those built for management or disaster
prevention.

Former Nokubi Church

●The Former Nokubi Church, which now
stands at the site of a Hidden Christian
leader’s house, should be preserved and
utilised together with this site as a building that represents the continuation of the
land use pattern.

Nozaki dam

●Long-term efforts should be made to ensure that the dam blends in well with the
village landscape as a whole by adopting
greening techniques and other such measures.

Port facilities in the remains of Nozaki Village

●The port facilities should be maintained in
order to facilitate the regular boat service
that is the only public transportation to the
island.
●Visitor facilities should be set up to raise
the public awareness of appropriate sitespecific manners and to illustrate the value of the island as one of the components
of the nominated property.
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Method

Village remains on the island (land use patterns)

●Guidance facilities for visitors will be established in accordance with policies
and standards for landscape development specified in the Ojika Town Landscape Plan. Their construction should follow the guidance and advice provided by the Cultural Landscape Committee of the town in order to ensure
that all new facilities remain in harmony with the characteristic features of the
village remains.
●Officials of the town properly conduct day-to-day management, including
regular inspections to check for abnormalities, such as collapse of any masonry work. In the future, staff at the new guidance facility will also carry out
such management activities.
●In 2014, investigations were carried out into the collapse of masonry work.
Based on the results, restoration of collapsed sections will be systematically
implemented using traditional techniques.
●Efforts will be made to regularly cut down and remove trees, grass and the
like that could have a negative impact on the preservation of sites in residential and farmland areas that are divided up by stone walls. To help ensure the
safety of visitors in Nozaki Village, consideration will be given to dismantling
and removing unoccupied houses that were abandoned in relatively recent
times.
●Control activities for wild boar, deer and other wild animals will continue, involving the installation of fences to prevent them from contributing to the collapse of masonry work and any further deterioration of the natural
environment.
●Some areas in the village will be designated off-limits to visitors so as to facilitate their on-going preservation and utilisation. To ensure the safety of visitors, new methods will be planned to control entry to the island.

Okinokojima Shrine

●The religious organisation that owns the shrine, as well as members of the
congregation who live on the neighbouring Ojika Island, will regularly visit it
to air out the interior and check for the presence of any abnormalities.
●Damage to the shrine building and other structures within the precincts will
be repaired promptly. In such cases, the authenticity of the site should be fully safeguarded.
●Even after the island became uninhabited, people still continued to visit the
shrine and use it for religious purposes. For its presentation and utilisation,
sightseeing guides now accompany visitors and ensure that they are aware
of appropriate site-specific manners.

Hidden Christian
graveyards

●Day-to-day management of the graveyards will be carried out by officials of
Ojika Town. They conduct regular patrol to check any abnormalities such as
collapse of stone walls.
●As wild animals caused partial damage to stonework, the officials have installed fences to keep them out around the graveyards.

Former residence of Shinto priests

●Officers of Ojika Town will conduct day-to-day management in an appropriate manner.
●Preservation measures were taken for the residence in 2016. It will be
utilised and opened up to the public as an exhibition facility to help visitors
appreciate the historic value of the island.

Sites of houses of Hidden
Christian leaders, site of
the first Nokubi Church,
and site of Setowaki
Church

●Day-to-day management of the church will be properly carried out by officials of Ojika Town. They regularly conduct weeding, patrols and the like as
part of their maintenance and management activities.

For more details, please refer to the Conservation Plan and the Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for
Cultural Landscape of the Ojika Islands in Appendix 6b.
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009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island

Basic policy for preservation and management
●The structures and land use patterns in the vil-

essential to the daily life, livelihood and reli-

lages on the island should be maintained in or-

gious faith of the local communities. Due con-

der that the traditional village landscape that

sideration should be given not only to the

has existed since the period of the ban on

physical protection of these places, but also to

Christianity can be handed down to future

the continuation of the activities that take

generations. Houses, work spaces including

place there. The presentation and utilisation of

farmland, stone structures, and the natural en-

the villages should not be allowed to interfere

vironment are all organically linked with the

with such activities.
●The population of the island is progressively

village as a whole. Therefore, these elements

aging and decreasing. In order to be able to

should be preserved and managed compre-

continue to maintain and manage the villages

hensively.
●Those elements that were formed during the

effectively, efforts should be made to actively

period of the ban on Christianity, or during

revitalise the local communities, conduct ca-

the period after the ban was lifted, should be

pacity building, and increase the number of

maintained as physical evidence that charac-

residents and visitors by utilising the area’s

terises the village landscape.

unique regional characteristics.

●There are various places in the villages that are
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Villages on
Kashiragashima
Island

Type of element

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Villages on the island
(land use patterns)

●The favourable landscape of the villages
should be conserved in a comprehensive
manner. Buildings and structures that
are not in keeping with the surroundings
should be made to blend in more on a
systematic basis.
●The height, colours, roof structure and
the like of houses should remain in harmony with the surrounding landscape.
●Agricultural land should be properly managed, and its existing condition should be
maintained. Consideration should be given to reusing abandoned farmland for agriculture, and prominent locations should
be managed appropriately by means of
regular mowing and the like.
●The stone walls scattered throughout the
villages are characteristic of the landscape. Therefore, they should be preserved.
●Efforts should be made to conserve the
existing forests and the coastline, and to
maintain them in their existing state.
●Presentation and utilisation of the villages
should be conducted in a responsible
manner, taking account of the fact that local residents still live and work there.

Kashiragashima-Shirahama ruins (remains of a
graveyard)

●Efforts should be made to conserve the
ruins to basically maintain their existing
state.
●It is necessary to obtain the cooperation
of local residents in order to maintain the
graveyard in its existing state and encourage its continued use.
●It should be utilised and opened up to the
public in an appropriate manner, taking
account of its religious nature.

Site of a house of Hidden
Christian leaders (the site
of a temporary church),
and the site of the first
Kashiragashima Church

●New buildings and structures should not
be constructed within the precincts of the
church, unless they are built for management or disaster prevention purposes.
● The church should be utilised and
opened up to the public in an appropriate
manner, taking account of its religious
nature.

Grave of Maeda Gidayu

●The grave site should basically be maintained in its existing state, without relocation. If relocation is unavoidable, it should
be kept within the immediate vicinity.
Gravestones should not be replaced.
●The graveyard will not be opened up to

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property
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Component

Villages on
Kashiragashima
Island

Type of element
Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property
Elements closely
associated with
the Outstanding
Universal Value
of the nominated
property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Grave of Maeda Gidayu

the public. Alternative means of presenting it to the public and facilitating its utilisation will be pursued, such as exhibiting
photos of the site.

Kashiragashima Church

●Kashiragashima Church, which now
stands at the site of the first church,
should be preserved and utilised as a part
of a designated cultural property that represents the continuation of the land use
pattern.
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Method

Villages on the island
(land use patterns)

●Construction, extension, renovation and relocation of buildings and structures should follow policies and standards for landscape development, as
specified in the Shinkamigoto Town Landscape Plan.
●Any alteration to the existing state that could have a negative effect on the
surroundings should be examined by the Cultural Landscape Committee of
the town and controlled to ensure that it remains in harmony with the characteristic features of the village.
●To ensure appropriate presentation and utilisation of the villages, due consideration should be given to the daily life and livelihood of local communities by establishing suitable routes and facilities for visitors. The town is
implementing a park-and-ride system by utilising parking spaces at Kamigoto Airport, which is not currently in use. This system helps to reduce the entry
of vehicles to Shirahama Village, which receives a relatively large number of
visitors.

Kashiragashima-Shirahama ruins (remains of a
graveyard)

●Archaeological excavation should be carried out to confirm the presence of
remains or artefacts when construction of any building or structure is
planned within the site. When any new ruins are found, necessary measures
should be taken to avoid negative impact on their preservation.
●Local residents properly carry out day-to-day management of the current
graveyard by regularly conducting mowing, cleaning and similar activities.
●Sightseers should mainly view the graveyard from the outside, so that its value as a place of worship is maintained.

Site of a house of Hidden
Christian leaders (the site
of a temporary church),
and the site of the first
Kashiragashima Church

●The church members will conduct appropriate day-to-day management. To
make up for the small number of church members, local residents and the
town officials will cooperate in daily inspections, disaster prevention initiatives, and the like.
●Its interior will be opened up to the public, while taking account of religious
events. ‘Church keepers’ will be stationed inside to ensure that all visitors
are aware of church etiquette.

Grave of Maeda Gidayu

●The day-to-day maintenance and management of the grave and its precincts
will be carried out by the owner through regular cleaning and the like.
●The grave will not be opened up to the public. Its historic value will be conveyed to visitors through an exhibition of photos, videos and the like at guidance facilities in order to avoid any negative impact on its preservation.

For more details, please refer to the Conservation Plan and the Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for Stonebuilt Village Landscape of Sakiura in Shinkamigoto in Appendix 6b.
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010 Villages on Hisaka Island

Basic policy for preservation and management
●The structure and land use patterns that have

●There are various places in the villages that are

period of the ban on Christianity should be

poses. Due consideration should be given not

maintained so that the unique village land-

only to the physical protection of these places,

scape can be passed on to future generations.

but also to the continuation of the activities

Houses, work space, farmland, fishing facili-

that take place there. The presentation and

ties, and the natural environment are all or-

utilisation of the villages should not be allowed

ganically connected and linked with the

to interfere with these activities.

still used for daily life, work and religious pur-

existed in the villages on the island since the

●The island population is progressively aging

village as a whole. Therefore, these elements

and decreasing. In order to be able to continue

should all be comprehensively preserved and

to maintain and manage the villages, efforts

managed.
●Those elements that were formed during the

should be made to actively revitalise the local

period of the ban on Christianity or in the pe-

communities, conduct capacity building, and

riod after its lifting should all be comprehen-

increase the number of residents and visitors

sively maintained as they are characteristic

by making the best possible use of the area’s

features of the village landscape.

unique regional characteristics.
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Villages on
Hisaka
Island

Type of element

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Major element

Policy for preservation and management

Villages on the island
(land use patterns)

●The favourable landscape of the houses
in the villages should be conserved.
●The height, colours, roof structure and
the like of houses should be in harmony
with the landscape.
●The existing state of farmland should be
maintained. Efforts should be made to
continue their use and reuse abandoned
farmland for agriculture.
●Efforts should be made to conserve the
existing forests and the coastline, and to
maintain them in their existing state.
●Presentation and utilisation of the villages
should be conducted in an appropriate
manner, taking account of the fact that
people still carry out their daily activities
and work there.

Work space where Buddhists and Hidden Christians collaborated, (port
facilities at Tanoura port
and rice paddies in Obiraki
Village)

●The existing state of rice paddies should
be maintained, and efforts should be
made to continue their use. Any further
development should be in harmony with
the surroundings in order to be able to
pass on the unique characteristics of the
landscape associated with the work
space to future generations.
●Tanoura port should be maintained in its
existing state, and efforts should be made
to continue its use. Any improvements to
the port facilities should be controlled to
ensure that they remain in harmony with
the landscape by using suitable designs.
The site of Rokuroba should also be
maintained as it is.
●In principle, as these places are still used
by local residents in their daily work, they
will not be opened up to the public.

Hidden Christian graveyards

●Graveyards that are still in use should be
maintained as they are, and efforts
should be made to ensure that they remain in use.
●Efforts should be made to conserve old,
abandoned graveyards with the cooperation of local residents. Those graveyards
that are preserved in good condition will
be utilised and made accessible to the
public, as long as this has no adverse effect on their preservation. Presentation
and utilisation should be conducted in an
appropriate manner, taking account of
their religious nature.
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Component

Villages on
Hisaka
Island

Type of element

Major element

Royanosako martyrdom
site

●The existing state of the site should be
basically maintained. No new buildings or
structures should be set up within the site,
except for those built for preservation or
religious purposes.
●Renewal of the church building should be
carried out in accordance with the Goto
City Landscape Plan and in keeping with
the existing traditional architectural style.
●The site will be utilised and opened up to
the public in an appropriate manner, taking account of its religious nature.

Site of Hamawaki Church

●No new buildings or structures should be
set up in the church precincts, except for
those built for preservation or religious
purposes.
●The church should be utilised and opened
up to the public in an appropriate manner,
taking account of its religious nature.

Former Gorin Church

●Strict protection should be granted for all
major structures and exterior walls of the
church. All original parts should basically
be preserved, and any regular replacement of structural members should make
use of the original materials, forms, finish,
colours and the like.
●No new buildings and structures should
be set up in the precincts of the church,
except for those built for preservation or
religious purposes.
●The church should be opened up to the
public as a designated cultural property. It
should be utilised and opened up to the
public in an appropriate manner, taking
account of the fact that it was once used
for religious purposes.

Sites of Eiri Church, Zazare Church and Akanita
Church

●Efforts should be made to basically maintain the existing state.
●Construction of any building or structure
within the sites should be carried out in accordance with the Goto City Landscape
Plan.
●Methods for their presentation and utilisation will be considered.

Hamawaki Church

●The current Hamawaki Church, which
now stands at the site of the former
one, should be preserved and utilised
integrally with its precincts as a building that represents the continuation of
the land use pattern.

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Elements closely
associated with
the Outstanding
Universal Value
of the nominated
property

Policy for preservation and management
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Method

Villages on the island
(land use patterns)

●Construction, extension, renovation and relocation of buildings and structures should follow policies and standards for landscape development established in the Goto City Landscape Plan.
●Any alterations to the existing state that could have a negative effect on the
surroundings should be examined by the Cultural Landscape Committee of
the city and controlled to ensure that they remain in harmony with the characteristic features of the village.
●To ensure appropriate presentation and utilisation of the villages, due consideration should be given to daily life and the livelihood of local communities by establishing suitable routes and facilities for visitors.

Hidden Christian graveyards

●Local communities properly maintain the graveyards that are still in use by
carrying out mowing and cleaning on a regular basis.
●Goto City will manage old, abandoned graveyards appropriately by carrying
out mowing and cleaning on a regular basis. It is essential that local residents be involved in such management. Therefore, the city will consider establishing the necessary systems centred on local communities.
●Sightseers will only be allowed to visit those graveyards that are preserved
in good condition. Explanation boards will be set up nearby to ensure that
visitors appreciate their historic value.

Work space where Buddhists and Hidden Christians collaborated, (port
facilities at Tanoura port
and rice paddies in Obiraki
Village)

●The owners and managers will properly carry out day-to-day management.
●Any improvement of rice paddies and renewal of port facilities to allow them
to continue in use should follow the Goto City Landscape Plan, giving due
consideration to safeguarding their authenticity and ensuring that they remain in harmony with the landscape.
●In principle, as these places are still in use on a daily basis, they will not be
opened up to the public. Alternative means of illustrating their value will be
pursued, such as holding exhibitions in guidance facilities, providing brochures, and the like.

Royanosako martyrdom
site

●The members of Hamawaki Church will properly conduct day-to-day management of the site, including regular cleaning and mowing.
●To ensure appropriate presentation and utilisation, due attention will be paid
to avoiding any negative impact on religious activities in adjoining Royanosako Church and to maintaining its historic value as a place of worship.

Site of Hamawaki Church

●The church members will properly conduct day-to-day management. They
will maintain the precincts in an appropriate manner by means of regular
cleaning, mowing and the like.
●Its interior will be opened up to the public, but without interfering with religious events. As the visitor numbers are expected to increase, local Catholics are considering the appointment of a manager who will be present
during the opening hours.

Former Gorin Church

●The Cultural Property Guards commissioned by Goto City will conduct appropriate day-to-day management in accordance with preservation and
management plan for the church.
●The church underwent large-scale repairs in 1986, when it was donated to
the city. Therefore, it is preserved in good condition. Further improvement
work will be conducted on its precincts, including rainwater drainage.
●The church has had fire alarms and fire extinguishers installed. Fire-prevention tanks, fire hydrants and the like will also be installed when further improvement work is carried out. As the manager is not permanently stationed
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Constituent element

Method

Former Gorin Church

in the church, fire-prevention and management systems will be strengthened.
●Its interior will be opened up to the public, but without interfering with religious events. ‘Church keepers’ will be stationed inside to ensure that all visitors are aware of appropriate church etiquette.

Sites of Eiri Church, Zazare Church and Akanita
Church

●Construction, extension, renovation and relocation of buildings and structures should follow the policies and standards for landscape development
that have been established in the Goto City Landscape Plan.
●As these buildings and their precincts are not in use, consideration should
be given to how they will be utilised and opened up to the public.

For more details, please refer to the Conservation Plan and the Enhancement and Utilisation Plan for
Cultural Landscape of Hisaka Island in Goto, as well as the Preservation and Management Plan for Former
Gorin Church in Appendix 6b.
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011 Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its Surroundings)

Basic policy for preservation and management
●Egami Church is emblematic of the history of

keeping with the overall village landscape

the village after the ban on Christianity was

should be removed or improved in a systemat-

lifted. Therefore, it should be maintained and

ic manner in order to blend in more. Any con-

preserved. The parish house, masonry work

struction of new buildings and structures

on the water conduit, surrounding trees and

should be carried out in keeping with the ex-

the like should all be conserved as key ele-

isting landscape and should contribute to its

ments within the church precincts.

improvement.

●The setting of Egami Church is a typical exam-

●As the village has an aging and decreasing

which Hidden Christians migrated during the

should collaborate in its maintenance and

ban. Therefore, the natural environment

management. Consideration should be given

should be conserved together with the village.

to introducing appropriate systems and sup-

population, local residents and the authorities

ple of the types of location and topography to

●The building of the Former Egami Elementary

port for on-going management.

School and other structures that are not in
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Egami Village on Naru Island
(Egami
Church and
its Surroundings)

Type of element

Major element

Th e cu r r e n t E g a m i
Church and the site of
the first Egami Church

● Strict protection should be granted for
major structures and exterior walls of the
church. Original parts should basically be
preserved, and any regular replacement
activities carried out on structural members should make use of the original materials, forms, finish, colours and the like.
●New buildings and structures should not
be constructed within the church precincts, unless they are built for management or disaster prevention purposes.
● The church should be utilised and
opened up to the public in an appropriate
manner, taking account of its religious
nature.

Topography

● Features and the like of land zoning
should only be changed if there is a need
to safeguard the historic value of the village, and with due care and consideration given to the historical significance
of the topography.
●Location, height, colours, forms, design
and the like of any new buildings or
structures should be in harmony with the
existing village landscape.
●As an excessive amount of outdoor advertisements would mar the existing landscape, their placement should only be
allowed for non-commercial purposes.
●Wherever possible, no new power transmission towers, broadcasting towers and
the like should be constructed. If existing
towers are being renewed, they should
be kept as low and as inconspicuous as
possible.

Former Egami Elementary School

● The school building will be dismantled
and removed so as to improve the overall village landscape.
●For the time being, the site of the school
will be utilised as a construction site for a
new facility for visitors to Egami Church.
Various options for its future utilisation
and enhancement should be considered.

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Elements that
could affect the
Outstanding Universal Value of
the nominated
property

Policy for preservation and management
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Method

The current Egami Church
and the site of the first Egami Church

●The members of Naru Church will conduct day-to-day management of Egami Church appropriately in accordance with the preservation and management plan. To make up for the small number of the church members, local
residents and the town officials will cooperate in day-to-day inspections, disaster prevention initiatives, and the like.
●Repair work is being implemented in 2016 for the aging sections of the exterior walls and interior decoration of the church.
●Disaster prevention equipment for the church has been upgraded on a stepby-step basis. Church members and local residents conduct joint fire-prevention drills on a regular basis to ensure that they are fully prepared for any
potential disasters.
●The interior of the church will be opened up to the public, while taking account of religious events still held there. ‘Church keepers’ will be stationed
inside the church to ensure that visitors are aware of appropriate church etiquette.

Topography

●Any alterations made to the features of land, and any construction of buildings, structures and the like should follow policies and standards for landscape development established in the Goto City Landscape Plan. This also
applies to any future construction carried out on the site of the Former Egami
Elementary School.
●The school building will be dismantled and removed in 2017. Goto City is
preparing an enhancement and utilisation plan for the site, giving due consideration to the appropriate means of utilisation in order to ensure the ongoing preservation of the village.

For more details of the preservation and management of Egami Church and its surroundings, please refer
to the Preservation and Management Plan for Egami Church and the Goto City Landscape Plan in Appendix
6b.
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012 Oura Cathedral

Basic policy for preservation and management
●The buildings are located within the Preserva-

●Oura Cathedral is the place where the Discov-

tion District for Groups of Traditional Build-

ery of Hidden Christians occurred. It has rethen.

ings designated under the Law for the

Therefore, its buildings and land should be

Protection of Cultural Properties. Therefore,

comprehensively safeguarded.

efforts should be made to conserve their sur-

mained

almost

unchanged

since

●The Former Latin Seminary, the Former

rounding landscape and the natural environ-

echist School were all closely associated with

●Appropriate enhancement and utilisation of

ment.

House of the Archbishop, and the Former Cat-

the buildings should be promoted so that they

the return of Hidden Christian villages in the
Nagasaki region to the Catholic Church. These

will continue to contribute to helping raise

buildings should be maintained and preserved

awareness of the Outstanding Universal Value

together with the cathedral.

of the nominated property and bring about an
increase in visitor numbers.
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Policy for preservation and management of constituent elements

Component

Type of element

Major element

Oura Cathedral, Former
Latin Seminary, and Former House of the Archbishop

Oura Cathedral

Elements representing the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property

Policy for preservation and management
●Strict protection should be granted for
major structures and exterior walls of
each building. Original parts should basically be preserved, and any regular replacement of structural members should
make use of the original materials, forms,
finish, colours and the like.
●The cathedral will be opened up to the
public, while retaining its existing religious
functions.
●The Former Latin Seminary and the Former
House of the Archbishop will be opened up
to the public as exhibition facilities.

Former Catechist School

●Preservation measures should be taken
for the building to restore its original state
so that its historic value will be readily understood.
●Various options for its future use should
be considered, based on the utilisation
plan for the building.

Precincts of the cathedral

● The features of the land should not be
changed for any reason other than preservation, management or disaster prevention purposes.
●Brick and stone structures within the cathedral precincts should be preserved
along with the buildings themselves.
● Any investigations of underground remains, ruins and the like should be conducted systematically in order to
determine their value.
● The historic landscape should be conserved by carrying out appropriate management of trees, plants and the like
within the cathedral precincts. Views to
the buildings should be secured.
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Methods of preservation and management

Constituent element

Method

Oura Cathedral, Former
Latin Seminary, and Former House of the Archbishop

●Staff members from the relevant religious organisation will manage the
buildings on a daily basis, in accordance with their preservation and management plans.
●Preservation measures were taken for the cathedral from 1947 to 1952,
and for the Former Latin Seminary from 1979 to 1981. Therefore, both
buildings are now preserved in good condition. Repair work is underway for
the roof of the Former House of the Archbishop and its exterior walls are
being repainted, together with preparation work for exhibition.
●Disaster prevention equipment has been upgraded inside the buildings and
within the precincts on a step-by-step basis. The staff and local residents
conduct joint fire-prevention drills on a regular basis to ensure that they are
fully prepared for any disasters.
●The cathedral is open to the public, with due consideration for religious
events. However, it will not be used for activities that are not directly associated with religious events. The Former Latin Seminary is used as an exhibition facility to help visitors understand the Christian history in Japan. The
Former House of the Archbishop will be used as a new exhibition facility,
and related enhancement work is now being carried out.

Former Catechist School

●This building is not in use at present. Cathedral staff will conduct regular inspections to check for any abnormalities.
●Future options for its use will be considered, based on the utilisation plan
and results of architectural investigations conducted in 2016.

Precincts of the cathedral

●The staff will conduct day-to-day management appropriately in accordance
with their preservation and management plans.
●Mowing and felling of trees will be carried out regularly in the cathedral precincts.
●Views to the buildings will be secured by pruning trees in the immediate vicinity.
●Brick and stone structures within the cathedral precincts will be maintained
as they are. Any repair work carried out will aim at restoring them to their
original state. When repairing other structures, the methods, materials, design and the like should be in keeping with the landscape.
●Unnecessary septic tanks, incinerators and the like will be removed in order
to improve the landscape.

For more details, please refer to the Preservation and Management Plan for Oura Cathedral and Former
Latin Seminary, as well as the Preservation and Management Plan for Precincts of Oura Cathedral in Appendix 6b.
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(2) Continuation of academic research
a) Research and surveys on the components
The relevant municipalities will continue to car-

the stone walls and other structures that charac-

ry out research on the components in order to

terise the landscape. Furthermore, the location

maintain their integrity and authenticity, and

of all Hidden Christian devotional tools that

ensure that their preservation and management

have been passed down from generation to gen-

is carried out appropriately.

eration in the villages is to be researched and re-

In the case of the Remains of Hara Castle,

corded in order to prevent them from being

further research will be carried out on excavated

scattered and lost. Consideration will also be

ruins and remains in those areas where archaeo-

given to opening up the constituent elements of

logical excavations have not been conducted be-

the villages to the public, without negatively af-

fore. Efforts will also be made to clarify the

fecting their preservation.

extent of the entire structure, determine how

For Oura Cathedral, other churches and

the castle remains reflect changes over time, and

related facilities in the villages of the compo-

conduct joint, interdisciplinary surveys involv-

nents, efforts have already been made to under-

ing research on historical documents. Findings

stand the structure of the buildings and identify

from these research and surveys are to be used

both original and modified sections. Repair

in preparation of appropriate exhibition facili-

work for these buildings will be based on aca-

ties that promote presentation and utilisation of

demic research so that their historic value is

the castle remains, based on archaeological evi-

properly preserved. In carrying out these pres-

dence discovered. Likewise, repair work for

ervation measures, efforts will be made to gain a

stone walls and other items of interest will also

better understanding of the unique features and

be implemented in keeping with the archaeo-

structural aspects of these buildings by means

logical findings.

of detailed research.

In the villages, research and surveys are to
b) Research and surveys on related cultural

be conducted on the remaining traditional

properties

houses and their masonry work. This will include archaeological excavations aimed at gain-

In the Nagasaki region, apart from the nomi-

ing a better understanding of their history and

nated property there are also many tangible and

how they have changed over time. Traditional

intangible cultural properties related to Christi-

features of the villages are to be maintained,

anity dating from the 16th to 19th centuries.

wherever possible, by gaining an understanding

Specifically, these include the remains of the

of the construction techniques used and utilis-

castles used by Christian feudal lords (other

ing this knowledge when carrying out repairs to

than the Arima clan), trading ports related to
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these castle sites, Christian graveyards and

so include data collection from historic docu-

gravestones, Hidden Christian villages, and

ments related to the nominated property and

other traditional places of worship. Moreover,

accumulation of research and survey findings.

there are many churches that were established

Research studies and surveys of the nominated

following the lifting of the ban on Christianity.

property and related cultural properties are to

Some of these were built by the foreign mission-

be carried out on an on-going basis by building

aries and Japanese who designed and construct-

networks among research institutions and re-

ed the churches included within the component

searchers both in Japan and other countries.

areas.

Such networks will also facilitate the exchange
of valuable information.

These cultural properties help characterise
the history of the region and provide a better
understanding of the Outstanding Universal
Value of the nominated property. Therefore, research and surveys are to be continued alongside initiatives to protect intangible cultural
properties, such as building up a record of the
religious life of Kakure Kirishitan communities
who are now at risk of gradually disappearing
altogether.
The results of some of this research and
survey work on the individual components and
related cultural properties have, after evaluation
by the Agency for Cultural Affairs and other experts, now been compiled in the form of survey
reports. The results are also being made available to the public through exhibitions in museums and the like. The key results are listed in
Table 4-005.
c) Enhancing systems for research and surveys
The relevant municipalities will establish systems for conducting research and surveys on
the nominated property. In addition to promoting academic research, future initiatives will al-
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Table 4-005 List of key research results related to the nominated property

Theme

The components
of the nominated
property

Constituent elements of the
components
(buildings, graveyards, etc.)

Research title

Year of
publication/
implementation

Archaeological Excavation in the Remains of Hara Castle from
FY2001 to FY2008

2010

Preservation Survey Report on the Cultural Landscape of Hirado Island and Ikitsuki Island

2009

Research on Landscape Conservation of the Western Coast of Hirado Island

2013

Preservation Survey Report on the Fishing Village Landscape of
Sakitsu in Amakusa

2010

Survey Report on Villages in Sakitsu and Imatomi (Historical Records Part I)

2013

Survey Report on Villages in Sakitsu and Imatomi (Historical Records Part II)

2013

Preservation Survey Report on Landscape with Terraces Retained
by Stonework of Sotome in Nagasaki

2013

Preservation Survey Report on Landscape with Terraces Retained
by Stonework of Sotome in Nagasaki (Historical Records Part)

2013

Preservation Survey Report on Cultural Landscape of Kuroshima
Island in Sasebo

2011

Preservation Survey Report on the Cultural Landscape of the Ojika
Islands

2011

Preservation Survey Report on Stone-built Village Landscape of
Sakiura in Shinkamigoto

2012

Preservation Survey Report on Cultural Landscape of Hisaka Island
in Goto

2011

Survey Report on the Precincts of Oura Cathedral and Related Facilities

2012

Survey Report on Christian Graves in Hisaka Island of Goto, ‘Fukkatsu-no-shima’

2007

Report on Preservation Work of Shitsu Church

1999

Report on Preservation Work of Former Shitsu Aid Centre and Another Building

2012

Report on Preservation Work of the Former Latin Seminary

1981

Catholic Churches in Nagasaki Prefecture

1977

Survey Report on the Candidate Buildings for ‘Churches and Christian Sites in Nagasaki’

2011
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Theme

Cultural properties, etc. related
to the nominated
property

Presentation and
utilisation

Research title

Year of
publication/
implementation

Complete List of Early Japanese Catholic Tombstones

2012

Nagasaki Prefecture Archive Survey on Christianity-Related Documents

1980

Fieldwork Report on the Folklore of Kakure Kirishitan in the Prefecture, ‘Kakure Kirishitan in Nagasaki Prefecture’

1998

Report on Conservation of the Cultural Landscapes Formed by Various Villages in Nagasaki Prefecture

2013

Survey on Old Graves in Sakitsu, Part I

2015

Report on Preservation Work of Father de Rotz Memorial (i.e., the
Former Sardine-net Workshop)

2001

Exhibition Report, ‘Treasures and Culture of the Vatican’

2008

Forum on the World Heritage Nomination Bid, ‘Secret Transmission
of the Christian Culture’

2012

Symposium on the World Heritage Nomination Bid, ‘Secret Transmission of the Christian Culture’

2012

Exhibition on Churches and Christian Sites, ‘Seibo-ga Mimamotta
Kiseki ’

2015
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2. Conserving and forming surrounding environments
suitable for World Heritage sites
In order to prevent any negative impacts on the

propriate laws and regulations, including the

Outstanding Universal Value of the nominated

Landscape Act and the City Planning Act as well

property and to facilitate the conservation and

as related ordinances, guidelines and systems.

formation of landscapes in which each compo-

The scope for visual harmonisation and

nent is in harmony with its surrounding envi-

landscape enhancement centres on the compo-

ronment, adequate buffer zones need to be es-

nent areas and their surrounding buffer zones.

tablished for each individual component.

It also includes any scenic aspects closely asso-

Within these buffer zones, active measures for

ciated with their surrounding environments,

visual harmonisation and landscape enhance-

such as areas that are visible from the compo-

ment should then be taken to eliminate negative

nents and the scenic view along the access

impacts and develop a favourable landscape,

routes from ports and other major transporta-

overall.

tion hubs.

Each component has had a buffer zone es-

The following paragraphs outline com-

tablished, based on its characteristic features and

mon policies for visual harmonisation and

location. Conservation within the buffer zones

landscape enhancement shared by all the com-

should be carried out by implementing the ap-

ponents.

Issues

Issue
No.

Measures common to the components
of the nominated property

Conservation
of the buffer
zones
(maintaining
a)
surrounding
2-(1) ・
environments
b)
in a form that
is suitable for
World Heritage sites)
Visual harmonisation meaa)
sures and
landscaping
・
near the components (to im- 2-(2)
b)
prove nearby
scenery in a
・
manner suitc)
able for World
Heritage sites)

Specific approaches

Plan No.

[1]

Landscape conservation based on the
Landscape Act

2-(1)-a)・b)-[1]

[2]

Landscape conservation based on the
Law for the Protection of Cultural
Properties

2-(1)-a)・b)-[2]

[3]

Conservation of the natural environment based on the Natural Parks Act

2-(1)-a)・b)-[3]

[4]

Landscape conservation based on oth2-(1)-a)・b)-[4]
er related laws

Achieving common objectives of
enhancement projects for the
components

[1]

Elimination of causes of landscape obstruction and implementation of visual 2-(2)-a)・b)・c)
harmonisation and landscape en-[1]
hancement

Identification of the ideal state of
visual harmonisation measures
and landscape enhancement
projects for each component

[2]

Restriction on outdoor advertisements
and removal of illegal advertisements

2-(2)-a)・b)・c)
-[2]

Sharing the concept of the enhancement planning process

[3]

Consideration for negative effects of
existing and newly established facilities on landscape

2-(2)-a)・b)・c)
-[3]

Establishing buffer zones for the
components
Achieving conservation by laws
and ordinances, systems, etc.
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(1) Conservation of the buffer zones (maintaining surrounding environments in a form that is suitable for World Heritage sites)
a) Establishing buffer zones for the components
boundaries that can be readily recognised.

The buffer zones have been established for the
components of the nominated property, duly

Within such buffer zones, legal protection

taking into account their purpose for prevent-

suitable for the surrounding environments of

ing any negative impact on its Outstanding

the components is granted under the Landscape

Universal Value and conserving the existing

Act, the Law for the Protection of Cultural

landscapes—ensuring harmony between the

Properties, and the Natural Parks Act of the na-

components and their surrounding environ-

tional government, as well as ordinances enact-

ments.

ed by the relevant municipalities.

As a basic rule, the buffer zone for each

The policy for delineating the buffer zones

component has been set as its surrounding en-

of individual components is summarised in Ta-

vironment (or setting) that possesses visual in-

ble 4-006. The boundaries of the buffer zones

tegrity. It has been delineated using boundaries

are shown in Figures 4-001 through 4-011.

established on the basis of laws and ordinances
regarding land use or landscapes, land ownership boundaries, administrative boundaries, facilities such as roads, and other clearly defined
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Table 4-006 Policy for buffer zone delineation for each component

Component

001

002,
003

004

005

006

Summary

Remains of Hara
Castle

Placing primary importance on the spatial relationship between Hara
Castle and Hinoe Castle, which is located to the north of Hara Castle
and which has a close historical association with it, the buffer zone was
delineated based on the areas visible from both castle sites, including a
sea area around the component, and farmlands and urban districts extending from the component to the remains of Hinoe Castle.
In terms of land area, the buffer zone was delineated using village
boundaries and roads, while its sea area was established using 1-km
distances measured from three specific points on the sea edge within
the castle remains.

Kasuga Village and
Sacred Places in
Hirado

The visual interconnectedness of Kasuga Village, Mt. Yasumandake
and Nakaenoshima Island was considered to be highly significant, and
thus a single buffer zone was established to include them all. The buffer
zone was delineated so as to include the areas necessary to conserve
Mt. Yasumandake, Kasuga Village and Nakaenoshima Island, as well
as villages on the western coast of Hirado Island that are also relevant
to the components. The buffer zone also includes a sea area that falls
within the scope of an Ordinary Zone in the nationally designated park
as defined under the Natural Parks Act, taking into account possible future development in the surrounding maritime area.
On land, the buffer zone was delineated using shoreline, village
and forest compartment boundaries, while its sea area was established
based on 1-km distances measured from the shorelines of Nakaenoshima Island and Hirado Island.

Sakitsu Village in
Amakusa

The buffer zone was delineated to include the area necessary for conserving the unified landscape of Sakitsu Village, facing an inlet and the
surrounding mountains.
It was delineated based on the shoreline, the ridgeline of the
mountains and hills, and land ownership boundaries. In order to protect
the view of the sea from the vicinity of Sakitsu Church, the buffer zone
also includes a maritime Landscape Planning Area (based on the
shoreline, a boundary line extending southward from Banshonohana
cape, and another such line extending westward from the Sakitsu Lighthouse).

Shitsu Village in
Sotome

The buffer zone was delineated to include the area necessary for conserving the village landscape with its masonry work dating back to the
period of the ban, together with the surrounding terraced slopes. The
buffer zone also includes the immediate sea area, in order to protect the
fine view from Obamaura beach toward the Goto Islands.
The shoreline, the ridgeline of the mountains and hills, administrative boundaries, roads, land ownership boundaries and other features
were all used to delineate the buffer zone. The sea area was established based on 500-m distances measured from Obamaura beach.

Ono Village in
Sotome

The buffer zone was delineated to include the area necessary for conserving the surrounding landscape of Ono Village, formed on the sloping terrain extending from Mt. Onodake to the sea. The buffer zone
includes the immediate sea area extending 500 m from the shoreline in
order to protect the fine view from the seacoast to the Goto Islands.
It was delineated based on the shoreline, roads, land ownership
boundaries and the like. The boundaries of the sea area were set using
500-m distances measured from three specific points on the shoreline.
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Component

007

008

009

010

011

012

Summary

Villages on
Kuroshima Island

The buffer zone was delineated to include the area necessary for conserving the landscape of Kuroshima Island, which retains features dating back to the period of the ban on Christianity. It also includes the
surrounding sea area, taking into account possible future development.
Therefore, the buffer zone was delineated using 1-km distances
measured from the island’s shoreline.

Remains of Villages
on Nozaki Island

The buffer zone was delineated to include the area necessary for conserving the rich natural environment on the island. It also includes the
surrounding sea area, which was defined using 1-km distances measured from the island’s shoreline, taking into account possible development in the sea area.

Villages on Kashiragashima Island

In consideration of the geographical unity of Kashiragashima Island and
the need to control the reuse and redevelopment of Kamigoto Airport,
which is now out of use, bordering on the eastern part of the component
area, the buffer zone includes the entire island. In addition, the buffer
zone also includes Rokuro Island on the opposite shore and the sea area surrounding Kashiragashima Island, taking into account possible future development in the surrounding sea area.
The buffer zone is delineated based on the shoreline and the ridgeline of the mountains and hills, with due consideration given to the view
from the component area. The sea area was delineated by 1-km distances measured from the shoreline of Kashiragashima Island.

Villages on Hisaka
Island

The buffer zone was delineated to include the area necessary for conserving the landscape on Hisaka Island, which retains features dating
back to the period of the ban on Christianity. The buffer zone also includes the surrounding sea area, taking into account possible nearby
development.
Therefore, the buffer zone was defined using 1-km distances measured from the island’s shoreline.

Egami Village on
Naru Island (Egami
Church and its
Surroundings)

The buffer zone was delineated to include the area necessary to conserve the topography and natural environment around Egami Village
that was formed in a narrow strip of land in a valley. In addition, it also
encompasses a sea area including a fishing port area designated under
the Act on Fishing Ports and Grounds in order to protect the view from
the sea to Egami Village.
On land, the buffer zone was delineated using the ridgeline of the
mountains and hills, valleys, and the shoreline, while the sea area of the
buffer zone was delineated using boundary lines extending from the
capes at the entrance of Okushi Bay.

Oura Cathedral

Considering the possible negative impact on the view from Oura Cathedral due to urban development nearby, the buffer zone was established
so as to include not only the optimal view from the cathedral but also the
surrounding urban districts.
The buffer zone was delineated using administrative boundaries,
roads, shorelines and land ownership boundaries.
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001 Remains of Hara Castle

Legend

Nominated property

0.2

0.4

Monument
(Historic Site)

Buffer zone

scale = 1/30,000
0

Law for the Protection of
Cultural Properties

Landscape Ordinance

Priority Area

0.6 (km)

Figure 4-001 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [001 Remains of Hara Castle]
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002 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado (Kasuga Village and Mt. Yasumandake)
003 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado (Nakaenoshima Island)

Figure 4-002 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [002, 003 Kasuga Village and
Sacred Places in Hirado]
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004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa

Figure 4-003 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa]
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005 Shitsu Village in Sotome

Figure 4-004 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [005 Shitsu Village in Sotome]
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006 Ono Village in Sotome

Figure 4-005 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [006 Ono Village in Sotome]
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007 Villages on Kuroshima Island

Figure 4-006 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [007 Villages on Kuroshima Island]
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008 Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island

Figure 4-007 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [008 Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island]
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009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island

Figure 4-008 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island]
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010 Villages on Hisaka Island

Figure 4-009 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [010 Villages on Hisaka Island]
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011 Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its Surroundings)

Figure 4-010 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [011 Egami Village on Naru Island
(Egami Church and its Surroundings) ]
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012 Oura Cathedral

Figure 4-011 Map indicating legal protection in the buffer zone [012 Oura Cathedral]
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b) Achieving conservation through laws and ordinances, systems, etc.
Upon implementing conservation measures in

eas, the Act on Development of Fishing Ports

the buffer zones, laws and regulations applicable

and Grounds, the Outdoor Advertisement Act

to these zones (including the Landscape Act,

and various ordinances of the relevant munici-

the Law for the Protection of Cultural Proper-

palities. Anyone who intends to engage in activ-

ties, the Natural Parks Act, various ordinances

ities regulated by such acts must notify the

and related plans pursuant to such laws) shall be

authorities and receive their permission in ad-

applied in an appropriate manner.

vance. The relevant authorities will provide ap-

Specific activities within the buffer zones,

propriate guidance and advice in conformance

including construction, extension or recon-

with the purport of the applicable laws and reg-

struction of buildings and other structures, al-

ulations, thereby ensuring the conservation of

terations to the land configuration and the

the environment surrounding the components

cutting of trees, are controlled by the Law for

of the nominated property.

the Protection of Cultural Properties, the City

Table 4-007 outlines the laws and regula-

Planning Act, the Landscape Act, the Natural

tions that are applicable to the components and

Parks Act, the Agricultural Land Act, the Act on

their buffer zones. Table 4-008 summarises how

Establishment of Agricultural Promotion Ar-

they are being applied.
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Table 4-007 Summary of relevant laws and regulations applicable to the buffer zones

Regulation /
Laws / RegulaPurpose / Summary Area / Zone Required
tions
Procedure
Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties

Prohibition

Historic Site

Regulated Acts

●Destruction, damage or
deterioration

Imprisonment with or without hard labour, or fine

● Alteration to the existingstate
Fine
Permission
● Act affecting the preservation
Notification

Prohibition

●Restoration (excluding cases where permission must be obtained)

●Damage or discard

● Alteration to the existing
National Trstate
easure / ImPermission
affecting the preserva●Act
Cuportant
This law aims at pretion
Propeltural
servation and utilisation of cultural pro- rty
perties, so that the
●Restoration (excluding thoculture of the Japanse cases where permissiNotification
ese people may be
on must be obtained)
furthered and a contribution be made to
the evolution of world culture.
●Alteration to the existing
Important
state
C u l t u r a l Notification
●Act affecting the preservaLandscape
tion

Nagasaki
City Ordinance for Preservation
District for
Groups of
Traditional
Buildings

Penalty

−
Imprisonment
with or without
hard labour, or
fine
Fine

−

Non-criminal
fine (for disobeying an order
regarding management)

●Constructing, extending,
reconstructing, relocating,
or removal of buildings and
structures
●Repair or remodelling that
Important
alters the appearance of
Preservatiand structures, or
buildings
on District for
Fine
Permission
alteration
colour
Groups of Trareresidential
●Developing
aditional Buas or changing the features
ildings
of land
●Felling trees and bamboos, extracting soil and stones, and reclaiming surface
water or reclaiming by
drainage
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Regulation /
Laws / RegulaPurpose / Summary Area / Zone Required
tions
Procedure

Landscape
Act

Minamishimabara City Lanscape Ordinance

The purpose of this
act is to build a beautiful land, create
an attractive and comfortable living environment, realise vibrant communities,
and develop good urban and rural landscapes, in order to
improve the quality
of life of the people
of Japan and conHirado City tribute to the growth
Landscape of the national econOrdinance omy and sound development of society.

Amakusa
City Landscape Ordinance

Regulated Acts

Landscape
Planning Area

●Constructing, extending,
reconstructing or relocating buildings and structures
●Repair or remodelling that
alters the appearance of
buildings and structures,
or colour alteration
● Acts of development
●Other acts specified in the
ordinance of any landscape
administration organizations (see the following rows
for individual municipalities)

Priority Area

●Clearing land, extracting
soil and stones, or changing the features of land
●Planting or felling trees and
bamboos
●Accumulating soil and stones, wastes, recyclable resources, and the like in the
open air
●Reclaiming the surface water or reclaiming by drainage
Notification

Priority Landscape Planning Area

Imprisonment
with hard lab●Land development and the our or fine
like
●Felling trees and bamboos
● Accumulating soil and stones, wastes, recyclable resources, and the like in the
open air
●Reclaiming the surface water or reclaiming by drainage

●Constructing, extending,
reconstructing or relocating
buildings and structures
●Repair or remodelling that
alters the appearance of
buildings and structures, or
colour alteration
●Accumulating soil and stones, wastes, recyclable resources, and the like in the
open air
●Mining minerals or extracting soil and stones
●Changing the zoning and
features of land

Landscape
Development Area
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Regulation /
Laws / RegulaPurpose / Summary Area / Zone Required
tions
Procedure

Nagasaki
City Landscape Ordinance

Sasebo City Landscape Ordinance

Regulated Acts

Landscape
Development Priority
Area

●Clearing land, extracting
soil and stones, or changing the features of land
●Accumulating soil and stones, wastes, recyclable resources, and the like in the
open air

Priority Landscape Planning Area

●Clearing land, extracting
soil and stones, or changing the features of land
●Constructing or repairing river facilities, water conduits, roadways, farm roads,
and the like
●Planting or felling trees and
bamboos
●Accumulating soil and stones, wastes, recyclable
resources, and the like in
the open air
●Reclaiming the surface water or reclaiming by drainage

Penalty

The purpose of this
act is to build a
beautiful land, create an attractive and
comfortable living environment, realise vi●In cases where houses bebrant communities,
come uninhabited
and develop good
●Clearing land, extracting Imprisonment
urban and rural landNotification
soil and stones, or chang- with hard labscapes, in order to
our or fine
ing the features of land
improve the quality
●Planting or felling trees and
Ojika Town of life of the people Priority Labamboos
Landscape of Japan and con- ndscape Pl●Accumulating soil and stoOrdinance tribute to the growth anning Area
nes, wastes, recyclable reof the national econsources, and the like in the
omy and sound deopen air
velopment of socie●Reclaiming the surface waty.
ter or reclaiming by drainage

Shinkamigoto Town
Landscape
Ordinance

Important Landscape Planning Area

●Land development or other
alteration
●Felling trees and bamboos
●Accumulating or storing articles in the open air
●Reclaiming the surface water or reclaiming by drainage

Goto City
Landscape
Ordinance

Important Landscape Area Cultural
Landscape
Area

●Extracting soil and stones,
or changing the features of
land
●Planting or felling trees and
bamboos
●Accumulating articles in the
open air
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Regulation /
Laws / RegulaPurpose / Summary Area / Zone Required
tions
Procedure

Regulated Acts

Penalty

This act aims to protect places of natural
scenic beauty and
also, through promoNatural Parks ting utilisation there
Act
of, contribute to the
health, recreation,
and education of the
people as well as to
biodiversity.

●Constructing, reconstructing, or extending structures
●Felling trees and bamboos
●Mining minerals or extracting soil and stones
●Causing an increase or decrease of the water level or
quantity of water, etc.
●Discharging polluted or waste water into designated
Class II
Permission
lakes, marshes or
Special
swamps and wetlands,
Zone
and the like
●Putting up or setting up adImprisonment
vertisements or similar
with hard lab●Accumulating or storing soil
our or fine
and stones or other materials in the open air
●Reclaiming the surface of
Class III
water or reclaiming by draiSpecial
nage
Zone
●Clearing land or changing
the features of land
●Collecting designated plants or capturing designated
animals, and the like
●Altering the colours of rooOrdinary Zofs, surfaces of walls, fences
ne in Natioand walls, bridges, etc.
Notification
nally-desig●Landing of airplanes in denated Parks
signated areas

City Planning The purpose of this
act is to promote the
Act
sound development
and orderly improvement of cities by
stipulating necessary matters concerning city planning, theNagasaki Ci- reby contributing to
ty Ordinan- well-balanced natioce for Re- nal development and
gulation of the promotion of pubBuildings in lic welfare.

●Constructing, extending,reconstructing, or relocating
of buildings and structures
City Planni●Developing residential areng Area
as, clearing land, or changing the features of land
●Felling trees and bamboos
●Extracting soil, stones, and
the like
Permission
●Reclaiming the surface of
water or reclaiming by dra
nage
●Altering the colours of buildings and structures
Scenic Zone
●Accumulating soil and stones, wastes, recyclable resources, and the like in the
open air

Class I Special Zone

Scenic Zone
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Regulation /
Laws / RegulaPurpose / Summary Area / Zone Required
tions
Procedure

Regulated Acts

Penalty

The purpose of this
act is to achieve the
sound development
●Constructing or improving
of fisheries and the
structures
stable supply of aq●Mining soil and sand, excauatic products, throvating land, or raising groAct on Devel- ugh comprehensive
und
opment of Fis- and systematic im- Fishing Port
●Discharging sewage, or dumPermission
Fine
hing Ports and plementation of im- Area
ping rubbish
provement projects
Grounds
●Making exclusive use of
in harmony with the
part of the water or land
environment to en* Reclaiming publicly-owned
sure the proper mainsurface water (regulated
tenance and manaby another relevant act)
gement of the fishing port.
Areas specified by ordinances

Outdoor Advertisement Act

Nagasaki
Prefecture
Outdoor Advertisment
Ordinance
(which covers the entire prefecture, excluding Nagasaki City and
Ojika Town)

This act establishes
standards that are
necessary to control
display of outdoor
advertisement, installation of buildings
and structures to place such advertisements, and the like
in order to develop
good landscapes,
and prevent harm to
the general public.

−

Prohibition
Area (areas
designated
as Important Cultural
Properties,
Historic Sites, Important Cultural
Prohibition
Landscapes,
Important
Preservation Districts
for Groups
of Traditional Buildings,
Scenic Zones, etc.)

Permission
Area (areas
designated
as City Planning Areas, LandscaPermission
pe Planning
Areas (excluding Sasebo City and
Goto City),
etc.)
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tisements
●Installing buildings and str- with hard labuctures on which to place our or fine
outdoor advertisements
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Regulation /
Laws / RegulaPurpose / Summary Area / Zone Required
tions
Procedure

Kumamoto
Prefecture
Outdoor
Advertisement Ordinance

Nagasaki
City Outdoor Advertisement Ordinance

Regulated Acts

Penalty

Prohibition
Area (areas
designated
as Important
Cultural
Prohibition
Properties,
Historic
Sites, Scenic Zones, etc.)

Permission
Area (areas
designated
as Landscape Planni- Permission
ng Areas, Landscape
DevelopmeThis act establishes nt Areas, etc.)
standards that are
necessary to control
the display of outdoor advertisements,
●Displaying outdoor adverinstallation of build- Prohibition
tisements
Imprisonment
ings and structures Area (areas
●Installing buildings and str- with hard labon which to place su- designated
uctures to place outdoor our or fine
ch advertisements, as Important
advertisements
and the like in order Cultural Prto develop good lan- operties, Hisdscapes, and preve- toric Sites,
nt harm to the gene- Important Cural public.
ltural Lands- Prohibition
capes, Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Traditional Buildings, Scenic
Zones, etc.)

Permission
Area (the entire area of
Nagasaki Ci- Permission
ty other than
the Prohibition Area)
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Regulation /
Laws / RegulaPurpose / Summary Area / Zone Required
tions
Procedure

Regulated Acts

Penalty

Prohibition
Area (PriorThis act establishes ity Landscape Prohibition
standards that are Planning
necessary to control Area)
the display of outdoor advertisements,
Ojika Town
●Displaying outdoor adverinstallation of buildImprisonment
Outdoor
tisement
ings and structures
Advertise●Installing buildings and str- with hard
on which to place sument Ordiuctures to place outdoor labour or fine
ch advertisements,
nance
advertisement
and the like in order
to develop good lan- Permission
dscapes, and preve- Area (Ordint harm to the gene- nary LandPermission
ral public.
scape Planning Area)

This act aims at sound development of
Act on Estab- agriculture and ratilishment of
onal utilisation of reAgricultural
sources in national
Promotion
lands by taking meAreas
asures for estalishment of agricultural
promotion areas.

Agricultural
Land Act

●Developing residential areAgricultural
as, extracting soil and stonLand Area
es, or changing the features Imprisonment
(areas to be
with hard
Permission
of land
used as
●Constructing, extending, labour or fine
farmland or
or reconstructing of buildthe like)
ings and structures

This act aims to secure a stable food
supply through stabilisation of the status of farmers and
increasing agriculAgricultural
tural production by
Land
regulating the diversion of farmlands to
other purposes and
taking measures to
ensure their use for
agriculture.

●Transferring rights related
to farmlands
●Diverting farmlands to oth- Imprisonment
Permission
er purposes, or transferring with hard
rights related to farmlands labour or fine
for their diversion to other
purposes
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Historic Site

●

Law for the ProteNational Treasure / Important
ction of Cultural
Cultural Property
Properties
Important Cultural Landscape

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●縡

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Nagasaki City Ordinance for Pre- Important Preservation District
servation District for Groups of Traditional
for Groups of Tra- Buildings
ditional Buildings
Landscape Act

Hirado City Land- Priority Landscape Planning
scape Ordinance Area

●

●
●

Nagasaki City Land- Landscape Development Priority Area
scape Ordinance

●

Sasebo City Land- Priority Landscape Planning
scape Ordinance Area

●

●
●

Ojika Town Land- Priority Landscape Planning
scape Ordinance Area

●

Shinkamigoto ToImportant Landscape Planwn Landscape Orning Area
dinance

City Planning Act

●
●

Important Landscape Area

●

Cultural Landscape Area
Class I Special Zone

●

Class II Special Zone

●

Class III Special Zone

●

●

Ordinary Zone in Nationallydesignated Parks

●

●

Natural Parks Act

●

●

Amakusa City LandLandscape Development Area
scape Ordinance

Goto City Landscape Ordinance

●

●

Landscape Planning Area

Minamishimabara City
Priority Area
Landscape Ordinance

012

Oura Cathedral

Surroundings)

Egami Village on Naru
Island (Egami Church and its

Villages on Hisaka Island

Villages on Kashiragashima Island

Remains of Villages on
Nozaki Island

Villages on Kuroshima
Island

Ono Village in Sotome

Shitsu Village in Sotome

Sakitsu Village in Amakusa

Area / Zone

002
004 005 006 007 008 009 010 011
003
Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado

Component

Laws / Regulations

001
Remains of Hara Castle

Table 4-008 Legal status of the buffer zones

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

Scenic Zone

●

City Planning Area (Urbanisation Promotion Area)

●
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○

○

○

○

○

○

012

Oura Cathedral

○

011

Surroundings)

○

010

Villages on Hisaka Island
Egami Village on Naru
Island (Egami Church and its

Villages on Kashiragashima Island

○

Remains of Villages on
Nozaki Island

○

Villages on Kuroshima
Island

○

Ono Village in Sotome

Shitsu Village in Sotome

Act on Development of Fishing Ports Fishing Port Area
and Grounds

Sakitsu Village in Amakusa

Area / Zone

002
004 005 006 007 008 009
003
Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado

Component

Laws / Regulations

Remains of Hara Castle

001

Outdoor Advertisement Act
Nagasaki Prefec- Prohibition Area
ture Outdoor Advertisement OrdiPermission Area
nance

○
○

○

○

Kumamoto Prefec- Prohibition Area
ture Outdoor Advertisement OrdiPermission Area
nance

○
○

Nagasaki City Out- Prohibition Area
door Advertisement Ordinance
Permission Area

○

○

○

○

○

○
○

Ojika Town Outdo- Prohibition Area
or Advertisement
Ordinance
Permission Area

○

Act on Establishment of Agriculture Agricultural Land
Area
Promotion Areas

○

○

Agricultural Land
Agricultural Land
Act

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

縡 Ono Village in Sotome is to be selected as an Important Cultural Landscape in 2018.

Legend : ● : basic laws and regulations, ○ : complementary laws and regulations

248

○

Implementation of the Management Plan

Chapter 4

Conserving and forming surrounding environments suitable for World Heritage sites

Among all the laws and regulations that

Some of the components are protected not

are applicable to the buffer zones, the Land-

only by the Landscape Act but also by the Law

scape Act plays an especially crucial role. Any-

for the Protection of Cultural Properties be-

one who intends to perform activities regulated

cause they have been designated Important Cul-

by the act has to notify the authorities at least 30

tural Landscapes. When someone consults with

days in advance. In addition, the landscape or-

authorities or notifies them of their intention to

dinances based on the act and implemented by

carry out a regulated activity, the landscape bu-

relevant municipalities establish processes for

reau and the cultural properties protection bu-

consultation and instruction that need to be fol-

reau then discuss the matter and promptly

lowed prior to the notification. Thus, each mu-

determine its feasibility. The cultural properties

nicipality has the power to control and direct

protection bureau also holds discussions with

the proposed activity in the right direction.

the applicant on how best to control the activity

Landscape plans serve as guidelines for the mu-

in accordance with the conservation plans for

nicipalities to control notified activities. Each

Important Cultural Landscapes, when it deems

landscape plan details its own policies for devel-

such discussion is necessary in order to ensure

oping favourable landscapes and the appropri-

the protection of the cultural landscapes. In this

ate standards necessary for conserving them,

way, the landscape bureau and the cultural prop-

taking account of the landscape characteristics

erties protection bureau cooperate to protect

and the state of land use in the specific areas it

the landscapes of the components, ensuring that

covers. In the case of buffer zones surrounding

their surrounding environments will be well con-

the components, the landscape plans set out

served.

even more detailed and specific regulations

The following tables summarise the vari-

than those required for ordinary areas, requir-

ous landscape development policies that are cur-

ing prior notification for a variety of activities

rently being applied within the buffer zones of

and preventing any negative impact on preser-

the components.

vation of the components.
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001 Remains of Hara Castle
Title of the landscape
plan

Landscape development policy for the Priority Area around the castle remains
Overall policy
●Efforts should be made to secure the scenic views between the castle remains
at Hara and Hinoe by conserving and developing a favourable landscape
which includes both farmland and urban areas in the surrounding lowlands.
●Any alteration to the existing state of urban areas, houses, farmland, gardens
and mountains, all of which are included in the views from the castle remains,
should be undertaken in such a way as to minimise any negative impacts on
the landscape.
Policy for each zone
Zones designated for the castle remains at Hara and Hinoe
●Based on the relevant legislation, including the Law for the Protection of
Cultural Properties, efforts should be made to conserve the landscape in a
manner that matches the characteristic features of the zones designated as
Historic Sites.
●Scenic views from these zones to surrounding farmland, Mt. Unzen and the
Ariake Sea should all be conserved.
●Any alteration to the existing state within these zones, including construction of
any new buildings, should only be undertaken if the castle remains can be
safeguarded and the end result is in keeping with the surrounding landscape.

Minamishimabara City
Landscape Plan

Urban zone, along roads
●The major roads in the Priority Area are also used by sightseers. Therefore,
efforts should be made to develop favourable, attractive landscapes along the
roads and enhance their attractiveness as tourist routes.
Residential zone
●Traditional masonry work, white plastered walls, farmhouses and the like in
this zone should be conserved so that they can be passed on to future generations as treasures of the local communities. Construction of buildings and
other activities should be undertaken so that the end result remains in
harmony with the surrounding landscape.
Farmland zone
●The important elements of the landscape in the Priority Area includes scenic
views of farmland along the coast and along rivers. These elements should all
be conserved in accordance with the Act on Establishing Agricultural Promotion Areas and other relevant legislation.
Others
●Efforts should be made to conserve the landscape of the mountain ridgeline
that can be seen in the background when looking from the castle remains that
are nationally designated as Historic Sites.
●The natural vegetation in the coastal area should be conserved wherever
possible. Construction of any structures, including sea walls and other activities, should be undertaken in such a way that the end result remains in
harmony with the surrounding landscape.
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002, 003 Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado
Title of the landscape
plan

Landscape development policy for the Priority Landscape Planning Area
(in the southern part of Ikitsuki Island and the western coastal area of Hirado Island)

Hirado City Landscape
Plan

●Conservation of the mountainous landscape seen in the background of
villages
In order to conserve the natural environment, including the mountains in the
background of the fishing and farming villages, terraced fields and grassland,
as well as the historical resources dating back to the Catholic presence in the
16th century, construction of structures such as retaining walls to protect
slopes, excavation of soil and stones and other such activities should only be
undertaken in such a way as to minimise the negative impact on the
landscape. The location and height of any buildings and structures should be
controlled so that they do not appear out of place with the skyline of the mountain range in the background.
●Conservation and formation of the landscape characterised by terraced fields
and pastures that bears testimony to the livelihoods of Hidden Christian
communities
In order to conserve and develop the village landscape in harmony with the
existing terraced fields and pastures, the colours, forms and design of any
buildings should be controlled so that they appear in the style of traditional
Japanese houses. The construction of other structures should also be
controlled to ensure that they blend into the village landscape.
In particular, any alterations and repairs carried out on the existing stone
walls in terraced fields surrounding fishing and farming villages should be
designed to help conserve the present landscape.
●Ensuring that all buildings and structures remain in harmony with the
landscape and the surrounding natural environment
Buildings and structures should be integrally controlled to ensure that they
remain in harmony with the landscape and surrounding natural environment,
in the same manner as the zone designated as Saikai National Park, which
takes up a large proportion of the area.
Prior permission is required before undertaking specific activities within
the Special Zones designated in accordance with the Natural Parks Act. Landscape control is fully implemented by means of this act while prior notification
to the authorities is not required.

004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa
Title of the landscape
plan

Amakusa City
Landscape Plan

Landscape development policy for the Landscape Development Area in Sakitsu and Imatomi
(i.e., the Fishing Village Landscape Development Zone)

●Due consideration should be given to ensuring that the design, forms and
colours of buildings and the like do not disrupt the views to Sakitsu Church.
Efforts should be made to develop a village landscape that has a sense of
unity.
●Attention should be paid to how structures on the seacoast are seen from
major viewing points and roads. Efforts should be made to ensure that such
structures are in harmony with the landscape by utilising natural stone and
taking their location, forms and the like into consideration.
●Ordinary outdoor advertisements should not be displayed. Those used for
private purposes should avoid multiple colours, and their form and design
should be in keeping with the landscape.
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005 Shitsu Village in Sotome
Title of the landscape
plan

Nagasaki City
Landscape Plan

Landscape development policy for the Landscape Development Priority Area
(in Sotome)
Overall policy
●The tranquil appearance of the current townscape should be protected and
enhanced.
●Characteristic features of the sloping terrain should be protected and
enhanced.
●Vegetation in the surrounding areas should be safeguarded, and further forestation should be promoted.
●Efforts should be made to conserve the landscape and the natural environment, including the seacoast, mountains and forests.
●Existing views should be safeguarded and further enhanced.
Policy for Shitsu zone
●Efforts should be made to conserve historic buildings such as Shitsu Church
and the Former Shitsu Aid Centre, as well as stone walls and other masonry
work built using Onjaku stone. Efforts should be made to restore the original
landscape of the farming village.

006 Ono Village in Sotome
Title of the landscape
plan

Nagasaki City
Landscape Plan

Landscape development policy for the Landscape Development Priority Area
(in Sotome)
Overall policy
●The tranquil appearance of the current townscape should be protected and
enhanced.
●Characteristic features of the sloping terrain should be protected and
enhanced.
●Vegetation in the surrounding areas should be safeguarded, and further forestation should be promoted.
●Efforts should be made to conserve the landscape and the natural environment, including the seacoast, mountains and forests.
●Existing views should be safeguarded and further enhanced.
Policy for Ono zone
●The view from the vicinity of Ono Church towards the Sumonada Sea should
be conserved. Efforts should be made to restore the original landscape of the
farming village.

007 Villages on Kuroshima Island
Title of the landscape
plan
Sasebo City
Landscape Plan

Landscape development policy for the Priority Landscape Planning Area
(in Kuroshima)

●Views of Kuroshima Church and other places should be protected. Efforts
should be made to conserve the distinctive landscape of the villages where
trees have been utilised for various purposes and where the landscapes have
developed against a backdrop of cultural exchanges and the movement of
people during the period of migration to remote islands.
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008 Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island
Title of the landscape
plan

Landscape development policy for the Priority Landscape Planning Area
(in Nozaki)

Ojika Town Landscape
Plan

●Vegetation on sloping terrain and the seacoast should be conserved.
●Outdoor advertisements should be regulated so that they do not spoil the existing favourable landscape.
●Any use of the sea surface that could obstruct the existing favourable
landscape should be avoided.
●Ditches associated with stone walls and other structures should be in keeping
with the surroundings.
●The Former Nokubi Church should be conserved and utilised as an important
building in the landscape.

009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island
Title of the landscape
plan

Shinkamigoto Town
Landscape Plan

Policy in the landscape plan

●Farmland should be properly managed so as to maintain the existing
landscape in good condition. In the case of fallow land, consideration should
be given to planting crops that are appropriate for the landscape.
●Stone walls and other structures in terraced fields should be conserved. Efforts
should be made to ensure that they remain in harmony with the landscape
through use of natural materials and forestation.
●Fishing nets and other fishing equipment should be managed in an appropriate
manner and not left jumbled up in a disorderly fashion.
●The design of new buildings should be in keeping with the existing ones and
match characteristic local features through the use of pitched roofs and traditional construction methods.
●Particular attention should be paid to the forms, colours and the like of buildings in the surroundings of churches.
●The design of buildings should be in harmony with the surrounding landscape.
This should be achieved by using natural materials, natural hedgerows and
garden trees.
●Signboards and the like should be designed in such a way that they remain in
harmony with the village landscape, through the use of locally produced materials.
●Consideration should be given to the colour schemes and the like of vending
machines so that they do not clash with the surrounding landscape.
●The colours and materials used for roadside structures should be in harmony
with the village landscape.
●Efforts should be made to form suitable landscapes for the villages by planting
flowers and the like along roadsides.
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010 Villages on Hisaka Island
Title of the landscape
plan

Goto City Landscape
Plan

Policy in the landscape plan

●The landscape of the natural environment in the city should be safeguarded.
●Necessary systems should be established to maintain the existing landscape
that has been created naturally as a result of the daily life of local communities.
●Landscape enhancement should be promoted in keeping with the existing
landscape.
●Efforts should be made to promote landscaping projects in which both the local
residents and visitors can be involved.
●Systems to receive visitors should be established.
●Efforts should be made to promote information dissemination, education and
capacity building in order to raise public awareness of the landscape and the
environment.

011 Egami Village on Naru Island (Egami Church and its Surroundings)
Title of the landscape
plan

Goto City Landscape
Plan

Policy in the landscape plan

●The landscape of the natural environment in the city should be safeguarded.
●Necessary systems should be established to maintain the existing landscape
that has been created naturally as a result of the daily life of local communities.
●Landscape enhancement should be promoted in keeping with the existing
landscape.
●Efforts should be made to promote landscaping projects in which both local
residents and visitors can be involved.
●Systems to receive visitors should be established.
●Efforts should be made to promote information dissemination, education and
capacity building in order to raise public awareness of the landscape and the
environment.

012 Oura Cathedral
Title of the landscape
plan

Landscape development policy for the Landscape Development Priority Area
(in Higashiyamate and Minamiyamate districts)
Overall policy
●Western-style buildings and other historic properties should be conserved so
that they can be passed on to future generations and utilised for landscaping.
●Efforts should be made to improve the roads connecting historic places and
viewing points in such a way that people will enjoy walking along them.

Nagasaki City
Landscape Plan

Policy for each zone
Higashiyamate zone
●Attention should be paid to conserving buildings that attest to the history of the
former foreign settlement, as well as other properties with cultural and environmental significance.
●Any establishment of new buildings, street furniture and the like should contribute to conservation and enhancement of the historic environment of the former
foreign settlement.
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Title of the landscape
plan

Landscape development policy for the Landscape Development Priority Area
(in Higashiyamate and Minamiyamate districts)
Zone A in Oura
●Development of attractive landscapes should be promoted in a manner
suitable for ordinary urban areas.
●This zone possesses good views looking towards Higashiyamate and Minamiyamate districts, both of which are connected by a pedestrian flow line. Efforts
should be made to secure attractive views and establish suitable excursion
routes which people will enjoy walking along.
Zone B in Oura
●Development of attractive landscapes should be promoted in a manner
suitable for an urban area on sloping terrain.
●This zone possesses good views looking towards Higashiyamate and Minamiyamate districts, both of which are connected by a pedestrian flow line. Efforts
should be made to secure attractive views and establish suitable excursion
routes which people will enjoy walking along.
Zone A in Minamiyamate
●Attention should be paid to conserving distinctive buildings that stand on the
prime location of the former foreign settlement facing the Oura Bund, as well
as other properties with cultural and environmental significance.
●Establishment of new facilities and the like should contribute to conservation of
the existing historic environment and facilitate its utilisation for landscaping
purposes.

Nagasaki City
Landscape Plan

Zone B in Minamiyamate
●Efforts should be made to enhance the Glover Garden and to conserve
Western-style buildings to its south.
●The appearance of all roads and ditches should be improved. The existing
Western-style buildings should be utilised in the conservation and enhancement of the historical environment of the former foreign settlement.
Tokiwa zone
●Consideration should be given to developing an attractive landscape along the
seafront.
●The location of exterior walls of buildings and the like should not be allowed to
spoil the view out to the sea from roads within any of the Oura zones.
Matsugae Pier zone
●As Nagasaki is a historic, international port, the pier should be considered an
integral part of the townscape and any efforts to develop the landscape should
take this into account.
●The pier should be in keeping with the hilly sections of the landscape seen in
the background when viewed from the sea.
●Due consideration should be given to the height of buildings so that the
Western-style buildings in the hilly sections of the landscape can be seen from
the pier.
●Due consideration should be given to the height of buildings so that any tourist
vessels anchored at the pier can be easily seen from these hilly sections.

255

Implementation of the Management Plan

Chapter 4

Conserving and forming surrounding environments suitable for World Heritage sites

(2) Visual harmonisation measures and landscaping near the components (to improve nearby scenery in a manner suitable for World Heritage sites)
a) Achieving common objectives of enhancement projects for the components
An expert committee, the Visual Harmonisa-

hancement projects.

tion and Landscape Enhancement Planning

The aforementioned policies provide spe-

Committee, was established in order to provide

cific directions for projects that are undertaken

advice on the implementation of visual har-

within each component area, categorising them

monisation and landscape enhancement mea-

into short- and medium to long-term projects,

sures in the surroundings of the components of

based on their priority level. Various projects

the nominated property. The committee formu-

are being systematically implemented in accor-

lated the Guidelines for Visual Harmonisation

dance with these policies. It is worth noting that

and Landscape Enhancement in 2012, and the

landscaping projects undertaken by the relevant

Policies for Visual Harmonisation and Land-

municipalities to support the World Heritage

scape Enhancement in 2014, providing com-

nomination bid by ensuring that all the compo-

mon policies for all the components, as outlined

nents were in harmony with their surrounding

in Table 4-009.

environment were highly evaluated and award-

These policies allow for comprehensive

ed the grand prize by the Asia Townscape De-

coordination among projects that are undertak-

sign Society in 2015.

en based on the enhancement and utilisation

Furthermore, taking account of the im-

plans prepared for each component, from the

portance of sign enhancement in linking the

perspectives of selection and prioritisation of

components and communicating their value in

the projects, assessment for obtaining effective

a comprehensive way, the Signage Planning

outcomes, and the management of progress. The

Sub-committee was established within the Vi-

committee provides opportunities for relevant

sual Harmonisation and Landscape Enhance-

municipalities to share examples of successful

ment Planning Committee. This sub-committee

enhancement cases and comprehensively en-

produced the Signage Guidelines in 2014, and

hance the value of the nominated property as a

the Sign Enhancement Guidelines in 2015.

whole. It also properly provides expertise and

These guidelines will promote sign enhance-

advice for implementation of individual en-

ment in an appropriate manner.
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Table 4-009 Common policies for landscape enhancement projects in the surroundings of the components
of the nominated property.

Item

Details

During any visual harmonisation or landscape enhancement carried out
1. Safeguarding authenaround the components that have been kept in their original state, care should
ticity
be taken to safeguard their authenticity and historic value.
Visual harmonisation and landscape enhancement should be basically undertaken in a low-key and unobtrusive manner. They should be conducted based
2. Aiming for simple and on the characteristics of the components. However, some aspects of signage
low-key designs
design must be standardised. Signs should be placed in accordance with the
relevant guidelines established by the experts of the Signage Planning Subcommittee.
Due consideration should be given to ensuring that any visual harmonisation
and landscape enhancement undertaken is of a standard suitable for World
3. Spending an adequate Heritage sites. Hasty implementation without sufficient examination will not
amount of time thor- provide positive momentum for any of these projects. Any landscape conseroughly discussing the vation must also comply with legal requirements, and necessary management
feasibility of projects
systems should be established so that even small changes can be checked.
Future improvement measures should be planned for any issues not yet
resolved.
4. Giving consideration to
both landscape conservation and daily life
when carrying out landscaping for community
infrastructure and
related facilities

When community infrastructure and the like are the subject of visual harmonisation and landscape maintenance, it is important to obtain the understanding
of local residents and ensure that such projects maintain a balance with community life. Attention should be paid to avoiding intrusive landscaping that
could disrupt residents’ daily life and cause inconvenience.

If each municipal government deals with issues regarding the components
5. Coordinating landscapseparately, discrepancies could arise in selection and prioritisation of the projing projects across the
ects, management of progress, and the like. Therefore, efforts should be
relevant municipalities
made to coordinate all projects in a cross-organisational manner.
The relevant municipalities should share information on their achievements,
6. Sharing good practices challenges and the like with regard to their visual harmonisation and landa m o n g t h e r e l e v a n t scape enhancement projects. Nagasaki prefectural government should take
municipalities
the lead in this information sharing so that the relevant municipalities can all
refer to previous examples of their good practices and efforts.
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b) Identification of ideal state of visual harmonisation measures and landscape enhancement
projects for each component
The components of the nominated property are

ects will also incorporate advice provided by of-

different from each another in terms of their

ficers from the Agency for Cultural Affairs of

form and characteristics, so their landscaping

the national government and other experts, and

projects will, therefore, have different levels of

reflect the opinions of local communities. The

necessity, urgency and priority. In order to effi-

preservation and management plans and the

ciently undertake such projects, guidelines for

enhancement and utilisation plans prepared for

their implementation have been established and

the components will also provide guidance for

categories have been assigned for all the compo-

the projects.

nents, as shown in Table 4-010. Landscaping

The procedure used for landscaping proj-

projects will be implemented in accordance

ects is the same as that employed for establish-

with these guidelines, as well as the common

ment and enhancement of visitor facilities.

policies summarised in Table 4-009. Such projTable 4-010 Guidelines for visual harmonisation and landscape enhancement

Category

Component

Castle remains 001 Remains of Hara Castle

Category-specific guidelines for visual harmonisation and
landscape enhancement

● There is little demand for development in this area
and so there is little likelihood of any drastic changes
to the landscape. Efforts will be made to conserve the
landscape in accordance with the Landscape Act and
other regulations, and promote landscaping with a
view to establishment of excursion routes that connect the castle remains and other major viewing
points.

Kasuga Village and
Sacred Places in Hirado
002
(Kasuga Village and Mt.
Yasumandake)
Components
including living
and work
spaces used in
daily life by the
local communities

● As these components include spaces used by the
local communities, such as farmland and fishing
grounds, landscaping projects will take their continued use into consideration.
004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa ●Many landscaping projects in and around these components target community infrastructure such as
005 Shitsu Village in Sotome
roads, retaining walls for farmland, sea walls and the
like. While giving due consideration to improved con006 Ono Village in Sotome
venience for the local communities, the materials and
007 Villages on Kuroshima Island shape (linearity, width and the like) of such structures
will be visually harmonised with the landscape.
Villages on
●
Landscape conservation will be conducted, taking
009
Kashiragashima Island
account of views from churches, the neighbouring
areas, the sea, mountains in the background, and
010 Villages on Hisaka Island
other viewing points.
Egami Village on Naru
● Efforts will be made to revitalise and maintain the
011 Island (Egami Church
local communities that manage the components.
and its Surroundings)
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Category

Components
located on
uninhabited
islands

Component
located in an
urban area

Component

003

Kasuga Village and
Sacred Places in Hirado
(Nakaenoshima Island)

008

Remains of Villages on
Nozaki Island

012

Oura Cathedral

Category-specific guidelines for visual harmonisation and
landscape enhancement

●There is little likelihood of any drastic changes to the
landscape of these uninhabited islands. Appropriate
measures should be taken to conserve the existing
landscapes through implementation of the Landscape
Act and other relevant regulations.
●Efforts will be made to undertake landscaping in and
around the cathedral, and along its access routes.
● Landscape conservation will be conducted, taking
account of views from the cathedral, the neighbouring
areas, the sea, mountains in the background, and
other viewing points.
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c) Sharing the concept of the enhancement planning process
Protection and conservation in the component

ects for the areas surrounding the components,

areas of the nominated property require not only

it is vital to build mutual understanding, good

visual harmonisation and landscape enhance-

partnerships and consensus between local resi-

ment but also surveys to clearly identify and

dents and the authorities, and among the vari-

demonstrate the property’s value and revitalisa-

ous relevant departments in the public sector.

tion measures that local communities can carry

Therefore, such projects will need to take ac-

out in order to ensure that effective mainte-

count of matters outlined in Table 4-011 in order

nance and management of the components can

to share the concept of landscape enhancement

continue. In order to realise a World Heritage

planning.

site in which local communities are involved in

The relevant municipalities have already

the conservation of the nominated property

established implementation systems for visual

and its surrounding environment on a perma-

harmonisation and landscape enhancement, as

nent basis, it is important to develop an efficient

illustrated in Figure 4-012, controlling the land-

process for selection and examination of land-

scape based on discussions with stakeholders

scaping sites, and give due consideration to the

regarding details of the projects and their im-

design elements in individual projects.

plementation state.

When implementing landscaping projTable 4-011 Strategies for sharing the concept of the enhancement planning process

Item

Details

1. Collecting the necessary information on the
needs of local residents
and users

The opinions of local residents and users regarding landscaping projects in and
around the components are of fundamental importance in their implementation.
It is necessary to actively collect and organise such information so that it can
be readily referred to by project managers and other responsible persons and
used for the improvement of the environments surrounding the components.

2. Involving residents,
experts and the public
sector in order to realise
high-quality landscapes

Collaboration among local residents, experts, the relevant authorities and
other stakeholders involved in landscaping projects helps realise better outcomes and improve transparency throughout the decision-making process.

3. Providing opportunities
to raise awareness of
visual harmonisation and
landscape enhancement

When landscaping the environment surrounding the components, it is important to devise an effective examination process so that local residents, experts
and the relevant authorities can gain a better understanding of the landscape
characteristics in each area, along with the overall concept, the means of
landscaping employed, and related issues. By not only implementing the landscaping projects but also continuing seminars and workshops to facilitate a
better understanding of landscape design, local residents, experts and the relevant authorities will all be encouraged to raise their own levels of awareness
and exchange opinions and information among themselves on a daily basis.
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Item

Details

4. Sharing outcomes of
the examination process
and the implementation of
landscaping projects

The outcomes of the examination process adopted when landscaping a component or its surroundings can provide crucial information for other projects.
By organising and sharing such outcomes, the relevant municipalities will be
able to improve the efficiency of their projects.
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Public sector
Local residents

Departments responsible
for projects

Requests/
Opinions

Projects/ Plans

Departments responsible
for coordination

External expert advisors

Submit project schedule
Consultation for landscaping (as necessary)
Target project?
no
Important project?

Judgement by experts

yes

yes

Discussion within
departments

no

Opinions/
information
sharing

Need consultation with
expert advisors?
yes
Review and consultation
no
with external
Creation of
expert advisors
When reconsideration consultation records
Confirmation within
is necessary
departments
Repeated
adjustments as
necessary
Coordination between the departments
responsible for the project and
Proposal of modified
departments responsible for coordination
plans based on opinion
from external expert
advisors
Implementation
Review

Monitoring

Figure 4-012 Diagram illustrating the implementation system used for landscape enhancement projects

Photo 4-001 Visual harmonisation project for an existing facility near a component of
the nominated property (selection of the colour scheme during an on-site examination
of colours on its walls and roof)

Before

After

Photo 4-002 Comparison before and after visual harmonisation
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3. Minimising the negative effects of development,
environmental changes, and natural disasters
This section describes basic policies common to

further details of individual measures taken to

the entire nominated property and which are

ensure the preservation and management of

used to minimise any of the negative effects that

each component, please refer to Section 1.1 of

were described in Section 3 of Chapter 3. For

Chapter 4.

Issues

Issue
No.

3-(1)

Measures common to the components
of the nominated property

Development
pressures

Responses to
Environmental
development, 3-(2)
change
environmental
changes and
natural disasters

Natural disas3-(3) ters and risk
preparedness

a)

a)

a)

Appropriate implementation of
laws and regulations

Environmental
measures for
preservation of
the components

Enhancement of
disaster prevention and risk
management
systems
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Plan No.

[1]

Development control by means of
3-(1)-a)-[1]
laws and regulations

[2]

Establishment and implementation
3-(1)-a)-[2]
of public work guidelines

[1]

Continuous monitoring of air pollu3-(2)-a)-[1]
tion

[2]

Seashore cleaning activities

[3]

Systematic elimination of wild ani3-(2)-a)-[3]
mals and vegetation

[1]

Obtaining and sharing information 3-(3)-a)-[1]
on natural disasters

[2]

Systematic promotion of disaster 3-(3)-a)-[2]
prevention measures

[3]

Implementation of disaster preven3-(3)-a)-[3]
tion drills

3-(2)-a)-[2]
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(1) Development pressures
a) Appropriate implementation of laws and regulations
and other academics.

Multiple laws and regulations control specific
activities within the component areas and their

In 2011, Nagasaki Prefecture established

buffer zones, including construction of build-

the ‘Guidelines for Public Works toward World

ings and subsidiary structures, alterations to the

Heritage Registration’, which brought together

land configuration, and the cutting down of

various approaches to the landscape develop-

trees. They regulate the scale, form, structure,

ment for the environments surrounding the

and the like of such activities, as well as the

components. The guidelines control designs to

height, colour, etc., of buildings. Anyone who

be used in public works. Kumamoto Prefecture

intends to carry out regulated activities must

also enacted the ‘Kumamoto Prefecture Envi-

obtain permission or notify the authorities in

ronmental Impact Consideration for Public

advance. Therefore, such development will nev-

Works’ in 1997 to control public works’ design.

er have a negative impact on the Outstanding

Public works carried out within the component

Universal Value of the nominated property.

areas and the buffer zones should be harmon-

There is no plan for large-scale develop-

ised with the existing landscapes in accordance

ment within the component areas and buffer

with these guidelines, in order to promote fa-

zones. However, it is likely that public works

vourable landscape development.

will take place within these areas in order to

The following paragraphs outline some

construct and maintain the social infrastructure

examples of developments that have been con-

necessary for the daily life of local residents.

trolled by these guidelines.

Such public works should be conducted in accordance with relevant regulations, national

1)Road development (construction of tunnels)

laws, and municipal ordinances and should be

Within the component area of Kasuga Village in

based on proper guidance and advice provided

Hirado, there is a project underway to improve

by the authorities. Therefore, the property’s val-

the road connecting Hirado and Tabira, mainly

ue will be effectively conserved. Furthermore,

in order to ensure a safe and secure evacuation

in order to facilitate coordination and improve

and transportation route for local residents in

developments that could have a negative effect

case of an emergency. Originally, in 2008, the

on the preservation of the components and

route was designed in such a way that it would

their surrounding environments, expertise is

pass through the terraced rice paddies sur-

provided not only by committees for important

rounding the village. Following discussions

cultural landscapes established by the relevant

among the national and municipal govern-

municipalities, but also by landscape advisors

ments, local residents, and academics, the route
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thedral.

was modified and redirected to the east of the
village for landscape conservation purposes. In

3)Power generation facilities utilising renew-

addition, efforts were also made to minimise its

able energy

impact on the existing landscape by shortening
the length of tunnels, giving due consideration

There are some plans in place to construct solar,

to the construction methods employed, and

wind, and tidal power generation facilities in

greening the area.

the suburbs and on remote islands in order to
produce renewable energy. Such construction is

2)Development in urban areas

controlled in order to prevent any negative im-

The component area of Oura Cathedral is close

pact on the components and their surrounding

to the central and urban section of Nagasaki

environments, and prior permission or notifica-

City, which has seen many cases of development

tion is required in accordance with the relevant

in the form of high-rise apartments and com-

laws and ordinances. Discussions must also be

mercial buildings, giving rise to some concern

held between the business operators and the au-

about the negative impact on the surrounding

thorities from the initial planning phase on-

landscape. Minamiyamate and Higashiyamate

wards.

districts, in which the cathedral and other his-

With regard to wind power generation fa-

toric buildings are preserved, have been desig-

cilities, which often have a great influence on

nated as an Important Preservation District for

the landscape, it is mandatory to conduct an en-

Groups of Historic Buildings under the Law for

vironmental assessment before commencing

the Protection of Cultural Properties and as a

construction. This involves an examination of

Scenic Zone under the City Planning Act. Any

the negative impact of such development on the

development within these districts, such as con-

daily life of local communities, the ecosystem,

struction of buildings and structures, requires

and the surrounding views, especially those

prior permission, and this is never granted for

from the components and other major viewing

any development that could potentially degrade

points. Permission for construction is granted

the surrounding landscape.

only after strict procedures have been followed.

The entire buffer zone for the cathedral is

In order to conserve the landscape and prevent

designated as a Landscape Development Priori-

any negative impacts on the components, con-

ty Area under the Nagasaki City Landscape Or-

struction of wind power stations is not allowed

dinance. Within this area, the height of all new

within any area designated an Important Cul-

buildings and structures is controlled, based on

tural Landscape under the Law for the Protec-

the type of use specified for each district, pre-

tion of Cultural Properties.

venting construction of any buildings that

The laws and regulations that are applied

could potentially disrupt views around the ca-

to the components and their buffer zones are
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summarised in Sections 1 and 2 of Chapter 4 of

development projects currently planned within

this plan. The following maps outline the major

the component areas and the buffer zones.

(2) Environmental change
a) Environmental measures for preservation of the components
Air pollution has not yet caused any environ-

causing damage to the sites, both above and be-

mental changes that directly affect the preserva-

low ground, and to farmland. Thinning and fell-

tion of the components, but it continues to be

ing trees will also be carried out to make it more

monitored. Nagasaki and Kumamoto Prefec-

difficult for such animals to get close. Further-

tures have established monitoring points (42 in

more, plants and animals that outgrow the ca-

Nagasaki and 36 in Kumamoto) for acid rain

pacity of the ecosystem to support them and

and air pollutants that could damage the com-

thereby threaten the preservation of the compo-

ponents, such as sulphur oxides, nitrogen ox-

nents will be eradicated on a regular basis, in or-

ides, airborne particles, and photochemical

der to achieve a balance between protection of

oxidants. The managers of buildings and struc-

the components and conservation of the natural

tures that could be affected by such substances

environment.

regularly carry out inspections to confirm there
are no abnormalities present.
The relevant municipalities will make further efforts to conserve the environment by systematically removing marine litter, promoting
educational programmes on environmental issues, and implementing measures to raise public awareness. Furthermore, they will support
the continuation of coastal clean-up activities
that are currently conducted by local residents
and volunteer groups on a regular basis in and
around the component areas.
The relevant municipalities will install
fences around constituent elements of the components to prevent any intrusion of animals
such as wild boar and deer and to stop them

Photo 4-003 Trap to capture wild boar on Nozaki Island
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(3) Natural disasters and risk preparedness
a) Enhancement of disaster prevention and risk management systems
Efforts must be made to regularly collect infor-

walls and conducting landslide prevention and

mation from national, prefectural, and munici-

river improvement work, as appropriate. In an

pal governments on the potential for natural

emergency, visitors are encouraged to take ref-

disasters, such as weather, rainfall, river levels,

uge and the rescue of any victims is given top

and landslides, using their existing monitoring

priority. After ensuring their safety, the extent

systems. When a natural disaster occurs, the

of damage to the components will be deter-

level of damage to the buildings and structures

mined and measures will be taken to prevent

within the components must be assessed, con-

any further damage. In cases where fire is likely

firming the presence or absence of any abnor-

to spread or damage is especially extensive, all

malities. The relevant municipalities will

necessary measures are to be implemented im-

collaborate to collect information on the nomi-

mediately, such as prohibiting any further entry

nated property. If any components have been

to the site and the adoption of other emergency

damaged, information about the damage is to

measures. Remote islands and sparsely populat-

be shared with the owners and relevant organi-

ed areas will be given priority with regard to the

sations in order to plan restoration activities as

installation of essential disaster prevention

rapidly as possible. Efforts are also made to col-

equipment.

lect research results from the relevant authori-

As there are many timber buildings with-

ties, universities, and other research institutes

in the component areas, particular attention

in order to better predict and prepare for future

must be paid to the use of fire. Efforts will be

natural disasters.

made to prevent fire by regularly removing and

In each component area, disaster preven-

clearing all burnable items that may pose a fire

tion measures for storms, earthquakes, fire, and

risk. Appropriate prohibitions on the use of fire

the like are to be systematically established in

in and around buildings should also be imposed

accordance with the regional disaster preven-

and made known to all visitors. The seismic re-

tion plans established by the relevant munici-

sistance of all buildings designated as cultural

palities and the preservation and management

properties should be duly evaluated on a step-

plans prepared for each component. In areas

by-step basis. Seismic reinforcement and other

where there is risk of landslides and/or flooding

countermeasures should also be taken, as nec-

damage in and around the components, dam-

essary.

age will be prevented by building retaining
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4. Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation
(i.e., harmony between tourism and local communities’ daily life and
religious faith)

To ensure the best possible presentation and

sentation and utilisation of the nominated

utilisation of the components, local residents,

property, help share an understanding and ap-

people living in other parts of the Nagasaki re-

preciation of its Outstanding Universal Value,

gion and visitors should all share a common un-

and encourage responsible visitation which en-

derstanding of the Outstanding Universal Value

ables maintenance to be carried out in an on-

of the nominated property and the current state

going basis while preserving the sites’ value and

of the local communities that support the prop-

the surrounding environment for future gener-

erty—based on the protection of cultural ele-

ations. Two common policies have been estab-

ments in the daily life and religious faith of all

lished to ensure a balance between tourism,

those living in the local communities. Compre-

daily life and religious faith in the local com-

hensive efforts will be made to provide informa-

munities: ‘comprehensive information provi-

tion in an easy-to-understand manner, placing

sion stressing the interrelationships among the

emphasis on the interrelationships among the

components’ and ‘preparation of systems to re-

components in order to facilitate a better un-

ceive visitors from both Japan and overseas’.

derstanding of the value of the nominated prop-

Responses to issues 4-(1), 4-(2) and 4-(3),

erty and related intangible elements. Efforts will

as detailed in Chapter 3, including specific ap-

be also made to upgrade the capacity of infra-

proaches adopted, are described in a table on

structure and services in the region in order to

the next page. For further details regarding the

cope with the expected increase in the number

approaches and specific activities to be imple-

of domestic and international visitors.

mented, please refer to Chapter 5, with reference to the Plan No. shown in the table.

Such efforts will facilitate the effective pre-
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Issues

Issue
No.

Measures common to the components
of the nominated property

a)

Understanding of the
Outstanding
Universal
Value

4-(1)
b)

c)

Preserving and utilising cultural
properties related to the components in an integrated manner

Establishing facilities to ensure
appropriate presentation and
utilisation

d)

Establishing guide systems

a)

Establishing a general inquiry
desk

b)

Providing improved convenience for
visitors

Enhancing comprehensive information provision regarding the
Outstanding Universal Value

4-(2)
c)

d)

Providing sightseeing tours and
model courses

Improving transport infrastructure

Appropriately enhancing and
managing visitor facilities
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[1]

Creation of a unified image

4-(1)-a)-[1]

[2]

Creation of databases and official
websites

4-(1)-a)-[2]

[3]

Creation of various promotion media

4-(1)-a)-[3]

[4]

Utilisation of various information media 4-(1)-a)-[4]

[5]

Organising various educational events
to raise awareness

4-(1)-a)-[5]

[1]

Efforts for the protection of cultural
properties and regional revitalisation
utilising the historic and cultural sites

4-(1)-b)-[1]

[2]

Efforts for the preservation, inheritance
and dissemination of traditional tech4-(1)-b)-[2]
niques

[3]

Recording and archiving traditional
cultures

4-(1)-b)-[3]

[1]

Establishment of the ‘Hidden Christian
Sites in the Nagasaki Region World
Heritage Centre’ (provisional name)

4-(1)-c)-[1]

[1]

Training for guides and establishment
of the necessary systems

4-(1)-d)-[1]

[2]

Establishment of systems to receive
visitors from outside Japan

4-(1)-d)-[2]

[1]

Integrating inquiry desks

4-(2)-a)-[1]

[1]

Creation of attractive tours

4-(2)-b)-[1]

[2]

Establishing model courses

4-(2)-b)-[2]

[3]

Implementation of international tourism
4-(2)-b)-[3]
promotion

[4]

Emergency measures for visitor recep4-(2)-b)-[4]
tion

[1]

Improvement of transport accessibility

[2]

Implementation of trial and research for
4-(2)-c)-[2]
the transport system

[3]

Maintenance of nature trails

4-(2)-c)-[3]

[4]

Installation of road signs

4-(2)-c)-[4]

[1]

Installation of restrooms, parking
lots, signs, safety equipment, etc.

4-(2)-d)-[1]

[2]

Creation of new support systems for
maintenance and management costs,
etc. by the private sector

4-(2)-d)-[2]

[3]

Promotion of universal designs and
barrier-free access

4-(2)-d)-[3]

4-(2)-c)-[1]
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Issues

Issue
No.

Measures common to the components
of the nominated property
a)

Creating
frameworks
for orderly
presentation 4-(3)
and appropriate reception
of visitors

b)

c)

Ensuring visitors’ awareness of
appropriate site-specific manners
Watching over church buildings
designated as cultural properties
Creating frameworks to ensure
the reception of visitors in an orderly manner

270

Specific approaches

Plan No.

[1]

Raising visitor awareness of approprivate manners

4-(3)-a)-[1]

[1]

Strengthening patrol and surveillance
systems for the components, etc.

4-(3)-b)-[1]

[2]

Establishment of a system to protect
places of worship (posting of church
keepers)

4-(3)-b)-[2]

[1]

Establishment of a system to protect
places of worship (coordination of visitor numbers inside churches)

4-(3)-c)-[1]
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(1) Understanding of the Outstanding Universal Value
a) Enhancing comprehensive information

Christians, there are several other cultural

provision regarding the Outstanding Uni-

properties associated with local history, ranging

versal Value

from the introduction of Catholicism through

The Outstanding Universal Value of the nomi-

to its prohibition and subsequent revival in the

nated property and interrelationships among its

region. These include not only Hidden Chris-

components can be best understood in terms of

tian graveyards and other sites associated with

their characteristic locations and their natural,

Catholic missionaries and martyrs within the

historical and cultural backgrounds.

component areas, but also movable properties

To provide information on the nominated

such as devotional items, artefacts, historical

property in a comprehensive manner, an official

documents and old maps. They also include in-

website, pamphlets, explanatory information

tangible cultural properties such as paintings

panels and audio-visual materials have been

and music introduced from Europe together

created. In addition, various events and public

with Catholicism, as well as folklore that has

relations initiatives have been organised to ac-

been transmitted from generation to generation

tively disseminate information and share exist-

by Kakure Kirishitan communities.
By networking these cultural properties

ing knowledge on its Outstanding Universal

and including them all as Cultural Sites Related

Value.
Efforts should be made to improve this in-

to Christian History in the Nagasaki Region

formation provision initiative by ensuring that

(hereinafter referred to as ‘Historical and

information is made available in various lan-

Cultural Sites’) and providing information

guages. Therefore, multilingual pamphlets and

and explanations in an integrated manner,

brochures have been published by the public

understanding of the historical background

sector and related non-profit organisations in

of the Nagasaki region and the dense distri-

order to raise awareness of the nominated prop-

bution of the related cultural properties there

erty.

can be promoted and the attractiveness of the
nominated property can be enhanced. This sort

b) Preserving and utilising cultural proper-

of networking approach also helps people to

ties related to the components in an inte-

understand that the components of the nomi-

grated manner

nated property are all interrelated, even though

In the Nagasaki region, a lot of Christianity-re-

most of them are located in outlying areas or

lated sites are densely distributed. In addition to

separated by sea due to their unique historical

the components of the nominated property that

background. Visitors can make use of this net-

reflect the cultural tradition of the Hidden

work of the Historical and Cultural Sites to ob-
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tain information and satisfy their intellectual

A series of publications, ‘Tabisuru Nagasa-

curiosity during their visit to each component

ki-gaku’, produced by Nagasaki Prefecture as

area, although transportation to and from each

part of the Nagasaki Project for Exploration and

site may still be difficult.

Education of History is also available, introduc-

A database for the Historical and Cultural

ing the history of Christian culture in the Naga-

Sites network is being created to provide infor-

saki region in an easy-to-understand manner.

mation on Christianity-related sites and excursion routes in each area by means of the ‘Orasho
Kokorotabi (Oratio—heart’s journey)’ website
(http://oratio.jp/en). This website is available in
English, Korean and Japanese. Brochures and
postcards have also been printed to raise awareness of the network. This initiative will be expanded beyond the municipalities in which the
components are located, and Christianity-related cultural properties and museums will be registered in the database.

Photo 4-004 A lecture intended for the general
public regarding the World Heritage
nomination bid

Photo 4-005 Explanation sheet for the nominated
property written in English, Korean
and Chinese

Photo 4-006 Textbooks introducing ‘Nagasaki Pilgrimage’ written in Japanese, English, and Korean
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Remains of Hinoe Castle (Minamishimabara City)

Tabira Church (Hirado City)

Martyrdom site of Twenty-Six Martyrs of Japan (Nagasaki City)

Hoki Church (Hirado City)

Dozaki Church (Goto City)

Oyama Shrine in Imatomi Village in Amakusa (Amakusa City)

Christian tombstone (Minamishimabara City)

Aosagaura Church (Shinkamigoto Town)

Oso Church (Shinkamigoto Town)

Photo 4-007 Cultural properties registered as ‘Historical and Cultural Sites’
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Photo 4-009 Booklets ‘Tabisuru Nagasaki-gaku,
the Christian culture’ published by
Nagasaki Prefectural government

Photo 4-008 Website ‘Orasho Kokoro Tabi
(Orasho—Heart’s Journey)’

c) Establishing facilities to ensure appropriate presentation and utilisation
The ‘World Heritage Centre’ (provisional name)

was laid down in 2015 by a working group com-

will be established to provide information on

prising experts in the fields of academic re-

the Outstanding Universal Value of the nomi-

search, tourism, community planning, business

nated property. Taking account of the fact that

and public relations, together with representa-

its components have a distinguishing character

tive members elected from the general public.

of being dispersed over a large area, including

They discussed the functionality, scale, location

two prefectures, six cities and two towns, as well

and operating system of the Centre, as well as

as several remote islands, this centre will be

the roles and responsibilities to be allocated

managed in a network-style so that visitors can

amongst the various prefectural and municipal

learn about the interrelationships among the

governments involved. In accordance with this

components by means of satellite facilities es-

basic concept, the Centre will be established by

tablished in each relevant municipality. The

the prefectural and municipal governments act-

core facility will play a pivotal role in this net-

ing in cooperation and sharing the appropriate

work, managing and supporting exhibitions,

roles.
Improving the guidance on access to the

learning programmes and the like in a compre-

components and ensuring that it is convenient

hensive manner.
Discussions on the function and design of

for visitors to easily obtain information on ac-

the Centre began in 2013, and the basic concept

cess from one to another is an important con-
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sideration. Therefore, the municipalities and

mains) still to be seen, as well as museums and

relevant tourism associations are making efforts

archive centres which exhibit Christianity-re-

to provide assistance and guidance at principal

lated materials. The locations of these museums

transportation hubs such as airports, train sta-

and a summary of their exhibits are outlined in

tions and ports by setting up information

Figure 4-013 and Table 4-012. Each of the rele-

booths and distributing pamphlets.

vant municipalities has selected an existing museum to be used as a guidance facility for the

c.1) Establishing guidance facilities in each

World Heritage Centre—based on consider-

area

ations of scale, operating system, and accessibil-

Guidance facilities will be established in all the

ity to visitors. Their exhibitions and explana-

municipalities in which the components are lo-

tions will be further enhanced to include

cated in order to provide basic information to

information on the nominated property, and all

visitors so that they can gain a comprehensive

such guidance facilities will share the same con-

understanding of the nominated property, in-

tent regarding its Outstanding Universal Value

cluding details of its components and the

so that visitors arriving at any one of the many

unique culture and history in each relevant mu-

facilities will be able to deepen their under-

nicipality. This service will also provide useful

standing to the same extent.
Museums and archive centres associated

information on transportation and the like for

with Christian culture in Nagasaki Prefecture

visitors.
It is advantageous to utilise the existing

are working together in the Nagasaki Prefecture

museums and archive centres for these purpos-

Museums Collaboration Project in order to im-

es. Since the Nagasaki region was once the cen-

plement new initiatives such as publishing jour-

tre of Christian history in Japan, due to its inter-

nals, hosting symposia and organising special

national exchanges, there are many associated

exhibitions.

cultural properties and churches (or their re-
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Figure 4-013 Map indicating the distribution of visitor facilities for presentation and utilisation related to the
nominated property

276

Implementation of the Management Plan

Chapter 4

Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation

Table 4-012 Summaries of museums and archive centres related to the components of the nominated property

No.

1

2

3

4

Name

Nagasaki Museum of History and
Culture

Twenty-Six Martyrs Museum

Urakami Christian Archive Centre

Nagasaki City Sotome Historical
Folklore Archive Centre

Location

Details

Nagasaki
City

In addition to an exhibition focused on early modern
Nagasaki, this museum contains documents that
once belonged to the Nagasaki Magistrate’s Office,
administrative documents of the former Omura and
Fukue clans, and other documents attesting to
Nagasaki’s modern history.

Nagasaki
City

This museum exhibits materials relating to the missionary work of Francis Xavier and other Jesuits,
the canonised twenty-six martyrs of Japan, and the
customs of Kakure Kirishitan communities in Nagasaki Prefecture.

Nagasaki
City

Located near Urakami Cathedral, this archive centre collects and displays materials related mainly to
Hidden Christians of Urakami, and describes the
history of Christian persecution such as the Urakami Yonban Kuzure.

Nagasaki
City

Focusing on the history and customs of Sotome,
this archive centre exhibits materials related to local
history, lifestyles and industry from ancient to modern times, especially folk genealogy of Hidden
Christians in this area.

5

Omura City Historical Archive
Centre

Omura
City

This archive centre collects and displays administrative documents from the early modern Omura
Domain, as well as the records of 16th-century missionaries. It also exhibits materials related to Western art symbolising the days of Omura Sumitada,
known as the first Christian feudal lord in Japan,
and the dispatch of the Tensho Embassy to Europe.

6

Matsura Historical Museum

Hirado
City

This museum displays administrative documents
related to the early modern Hirado clan, as well as
paintings and furnishings collected by the clan.

7

Shimanoyakata Hirado City Ikitsuki Town Museum

Hirado
City

This museum collects and displays a large amount
of folk materials centred on the history of fishing activities and Kakure Kirishitan communities on Ikitsuki Island.

8

Hirado City Christian Archive
Centre

Hirado
City

This archive centre exhibits folklore materials of
Kakure Kirishitan communities who lived in Neshiko
Village, Hirado.

Goto City

Focused mainly on Fukue Island, this archive centre displays historical and folklore materials from
the Palaeolithic through to the early modern era. It
also provides an introduction to the history of Christianity in Goto.

Goto City

This archive centre primarily displays materials collected from islands of Fukue, Hisaka and Naru and
which are related to Hidden Christians and Dozaki
Church itself.

9

Goto City Tourism and Historical
Archive Centre

10

Dozaki Church Christian Archive
Centre
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No.

11

12

Name

Arima Christian Heritage Museum

Ojika Town Historical Folklore Archive Centre

Location
Minamishimabara
City

Details
This museum displays artefacts unearthed from the
remains of Hinoe Castle and Hara Castle, alongside replicas of ruins and materials relating to a
seminary that was established by Jesuits in the
16th century. It describes the history of Christianity
from its initial arrival and spread through to its subsequent suppression.

Ojika
Town

This archive centre utilises the former residence of
an influential merchant from the Oda family who
contributed greatly to regional economic development by means of fishing activities, development of
new rice paddies, and promotion of industries in the
early modern era. It exhibits materials related to the
Former Nokubi Church and the entire Nozaki Island.

13

Shinkamigoto Town Museum
Geihinkan

Shinkamigoto
Town

This museum displays artefacts related to the history of Shinkamigoto Town, focusing on the fishing
activities from the early modern through to the modern era. It also displays materials related to churches in the town and Tetsukawa Yosuke, who is
famous for his involvement in the construction of
these churches.

14

Doinoura Church Christian Museum

Shinkamigoto
Town

This museum displays materials related to Hidden
Christians that were gathered on Wakamatsu Island and Nakadori Island.

Amakusa
City

This museum provides an overview of the history of
Christianity on Amakusa Island, exhibiting materials
related to the Amakusa-Shimabara Rebellion and
Hidden Christians.

15

16

17

Amakusa Christian Museum

Amakusa Collegio Museum

Amakusa Rozario Museum

Amakusa
City

Amakusa
City

This museum displays materials related to the
Sakitsu and Imatomi areas, with its primary focus
on cultural exchanges with Europe that began in the
16th century, such as the Amakusa Collegio, books
printed at that time, and the Tensho Embassy.
This museum provides an overview of the history of
Christianity in the Sakitsu, Imatomi and Oe areas,
from its initial introduction through to its prohibition
and subsequent revival, exhibiting relics related to
Hidden Christians.

*Please note that exhibition facilities utilising buildings within the component areas are not listed in this
table, but are described in Section 4 of Chapter 3.
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Photo 4-010 Exterior of Hirado City Christian
Archive Centre

Photo 4-011 Oratio prayer book exhibited in
Hirado City Christian Archive Centre

Photo 4-012 Okake-e and Kontatsu in
Shimanoyakata Hirado City Ikitsuki
Town Museum

Photo 4-013 Interior of Dozaki
Church Christian
Archive Centre

Photo 4-015 Arima Christian Heritage Museum
displaying artefacts excavated from
Hara Castle

Photo 4-014 The ‘Carpenter's Tools that Made
Church Buildings: Wisdom and
Ingenuity of Tetsukawa Yosuke’
exhibition in Shinkamigoto Town
Geihinkan Museum
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c.2) Establishment of a core facility with multipurpose functionality
The ‘World Heritage Centre’ (provisional name)

the Centre will give consideration to coopera-

will play a leading role as a central pivot in the

tion with other organisations that also deliver

network made up of the guidance facilities,

services designed to enhance visitor conve-

managing and supporting the exhibitions,

nience, such as the reservation of local guides

learning programmes and the like in these facil-

and information provision on how best to ac-

ities. The Centre will also play a multipurpose

cess each site. The Centre will also present re-

role that other guidance facilities cannot, such

sults of comprehensive, multifaceted research

as organising and proposing common exhibi-

including archaeological excavations, village

tion and learning programmes for the guidance

surveys and comparative studies of similar

facilities, serving as general inquiry centre for

properties overseas in order to facilitate a deep-

visitors, and providing information to evoke in-

er understanding of the Outstanding Universal

tellectual curiosity and interest in visiting the

Value of the nominated property.

components. In order to fill this role effectively,
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Figure 4-014 Map in dicating the administrative boundaries
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Table 4-013 Municipalities in which the components are located

No.

Name of the component

Rigions/ districts
Minamishimabara City (Nagasaki Prefecture)

001 Remains of Hara Castle
Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado

002 (Kasuga Village and Mt. Yasumandake)
003

Kasuga Village and Sacred Places in Hirado
(Nakaenoshima Island)

Hirado City (Nagasaki Prefecture)
Hirado City (Nagasaki Prefecture)

004 Sakitsu Village in Amakusa

Amakusa City (Kumamoto Prefecture)

005 Shitsu Village in Sotome

Nagasaki City (Nagasaki Prefecture)

006 Ono Village in Sotome

Nagasaki City (Nagasaki Prefecture)

007 Villages on Kuroshima Island

Sasebo City (Nagasaki Prefecture)

008 Remains of Villages on Nozaki Island

Ojika Town (Nagasaki Prefecture)

009 Villages on Kashiragashima Island

Shinkamigoto Town (Nagasaki Prefecture)

010 Villages on Hisaka Island

Goto City (Nagasaki Prefecture)

Egami Village on Naru Island

011 (Egami Church and its Surroundings)

Goto City (Nagasaki Prefecture)

012 Oura Cathedral

Nagasaki City (Nagasaki Prefecture)
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d) Establishing guide systems
In order to convey an appreciation of the Out-

textbook in the ‘Tabisuru Nagasaki-gaku’ series

standing Universal Value of the nominated

to serve as a study guide for students visiting

property directly from person to person, the

Nagasaki on school trips, and also provides

role of local guides in explaining each of the

on-demand lecture courses for school children.

components and its related cultural properties

In addition, the non-profit organisation World

is extremely important.

Heritage Nagasaki Church Trust and other

Independently organised groups, includ-

organisations have created a range of informa-

ing volunteer guides, are currently active in

tive textbooks about the history of Christianity

providing such guidance and explanations in

in the Nagasaki region. The non-profit organi-

each relevant municipality. However, the

sation Nagasaki Pilgrimage Centre holds more

number of local guides is not large enough to

specialised training courses for local guides.

deal with the increasing number of visitors.
There is a lack of guides who can guide the
entire Nagasaki region and also a shortage of
multi-lingual guides. Therefore, capacity building for local guides should be continued so that
they can respond to diverse needs and different
levels of visitors, and consideration should be
given to the establishment of a coordinating
system to make sure that visitors can access
information and reserve guiding service.
The local guides are also expected to
contribute to an improvement in the behaviour
of visitors. Visitors to the villages have to take

Photo 4-016 Textbooks for students coming on
school trips to the Nagasaki region
from other areas in Japan

into consideration the daily life of local
residents

and,

especially

when

visiting

churches, they should give due consideration to
the religious aspects of each site. In order for
local guides to be able to effectively raise
visitors’ awareness of appropriate site-specific
manners, training courses and the like should
be held on local residents’ livelihoods and
religious practices in the component areas.
Nagasaki Prefecture has created an official
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Photo 4-018 Guide training course inside a
church building

Photo 4-019 Textbooks for training guides created
by Hirado City

Photo 4-020 Textbooks for guide training
published by the NPO ‘World
Heritage Nagasaki Church Trust’
Photo 4-017 Training courses and workshops for
local guides
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(2) Providing improved convenience for visitors
a) Establishing a general inquiry desk
tian sites in the Nagasaki region.

The components of the nominated property are
spread throughout two prefectures, six cities

This centre provides visitors and those

and two towns, and are managed by various

wishing to visit the components with informa-

owners and custodial bodies. As visitors can en-

tion on the nominated property, site-specific

counter difficulties finding contact information

manners and transportation, using access maps

for each component, a general inquiry centre

in order to enhance visitor convenience and sat-

called the Churches and Christian Sites in Na-

isfaction. The centre also receives pilgrimage

gasaki Information Centre was established in

groups from outside Japan who wish to visit the

Nagasaki City, near Nagasaki Port, in 2014 in

churches in the Nagasaki region. Furthermore,

order to both assist visitors and protect the liv-

the centre plays an important role in creating

ing environment of local residents. This infor-

frameworks for orderly presentation and appro-

mation centre is jointly operated by the two

priate reception of visitors, as described in the

non-profit organisations (the World Heritage

following section (3), by means of church keep-

Nagasaki Church Trust and the Nagasaki Pil-

ers and a prior-notification system for church

grimage Centre) which are active in raising

visits.

awareness of the components and other Chris-

Photo 4-021 Exterior of the Churches and Christian Sites in Nagasaki Information
Centre

Photo 4-022 Interior of the Churches and Christian Sites in Nagasaki Information
Centre

285

Implementation of the Management Plan

Chapter 4

Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation

b) Providing sightseeing tours and model courses
Nagasaki Prefecture created excursion maps in

In recent years, sightseeing tours to hard-

2015 to help visitors to the components decide

to-access areas have been conducted with the

which route to take when travelling. In addi-

help of buses, water taxis and/or chartered

tion, further measures will be taken to set up a

flights, such as the ‘Prayer and Learning Pro-

standard set of different recommended routes

gram’ (which allows participants to visit all the

and itineraries to match visitors’ objectives and

components in three separate stages), the ‘Fa-

needs, such as educational tours or pilgrimages

ther de Rotz Tour in Sotome’, the ‘Goto Islands

(a form of travel specifically focused on church-

Christian Cruise’ and ‘Goto-Amakusa Char-

es and martyrdom sites). As there are many

tered Tours’.

Christianity-related cultural properties, mar-

The non-profit organisation Nagasaki Pil-

tyrdom sites, museums, archive centres and

grimage Centre coordinates pilgrimages that

churches to see, other than just the components

focus on visits to churches and martyrdom sites,

in the Nagasaki region, it is possible to develop

arranging routes and itineraries for tourists,

a variety of different tourist routes by integrat-

supplying pilgrimage maps and related mer-

ing a selection of these places in order to satisfy

chandise, and serving as a highly specialised

the intellectual curiosity of visitors.

guide organisation.

Photo 4-023 Excursion maps for the components
of the nominated property

Photo 4-024 Leaflet describing different tours for
learning the nominated property
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Photo 4-025 Pilgrimage items created by a NPO
‘Nagasaki Pilgrimage Centre’ (stamp
notebook, maps and badges)

Photo 4-026 A walking route to Shitsu Village

c) Improving transport infrastructure
The major means of access to the components is

visitors arriving at the components by rental car

by sea, and the principal transportation hubs

or on foot, and information provision via car

and regular services are as illustrated in Figure

navigation systems and maps will also be up-

4-015 and 4-016.

graded.

In order to preserve the natural attractive
elements of the many remote islands and peninsulas that characterise the Nagasaki region,
transport infrastructure should only be improved to the minimum level necessary for convenient access. Efforts will be made to develop
further sea routes as a means of travelling between islands in order to allow visitors to enjoy
a unique island experience. Excursion bus services are also being trialled in those areas where
public transportation is not convenient. In
some areas, park-and-ride systems and rental
systems for cycles with motor-driven assist
functions have been initiated on a trial basis, in
consideration of local residents and the need to
protect their living environment. Road signs
will be appropriately set up and maintained for
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Photo 4-027 A walking route to Shitsu Village

Photo 4-028 A sign giving directions for walkers in
Ono Village

d) Appropriately enhancing and managing visitor facilities
The installation of new visitor facilities should

tended for local Catholics and, as a result, the

be undertaken in an appropriate and systematic

necessary maintenance and management costs

way so as not to negatively impact the compo-

that are shouldered by the church members are

nents and their surrounding environment,

increasing. To compensate for these increasing

while also considering utilisation of the existing

costs caused by visitation and other external

facilities and selecting sites for new construc-

factors, consideration should be given to estab-

tions with regard to the surrounding landscape.

lishing a system that can be used to generate

In some churches within the component areas,

revenue from usage fees.

many visitors use toilets and parking spaces in-

Photo 4-029 An example of a new facility for
visitors (public toilet in Shitsu
Village)

Photo 4-030 An example of a new facility for
visitors (public toilet in Ono Village)
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(3) Creating frameworks for orderly presentation and appropriate reception of visitors
a) Ensuring visitors’ awareness of appropriate site-specific manners
In the past, there were sometimes problems

pamphlets and websites describing the compo-

with the inappropriate behaviour and manners

nents ask visitors to observe the required stan-

of some visitors to the villages, especially inside 337 dards of behaviour and etiquette. Such
the churches. Due consideration needs to be

initiatives should be continued to ensure that

taken to ensure that any increase in visitor

these standards are respected and to maintain

numbers does not interfere with daily life, live-

the cooperative relationship with local commu-

lihoods and religious worship in the local com-

nities. For visitors with different customs, such

munities. Efforts have been made to improve

as those coming from outside Japan, pictograms

visitors’ awareness of site-specific manners in

and other tools will be applied in accordance

various ways, such as putting up posters and

with the Sign Enhancement Guidelines estab-

signs, distributing leaflets, and having guides

lished in 2015 in order to raise their awareness

explain how to behave properly. In addition,

of appropriate site-specific manners.

Photo 4-031 A leaflet for visitors explaining proper church etiquette

Photo 4-032 A multilingual sign explaining proper
church etiquette
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b) Watching over church buildings designated as cultural properties
With the exception of Oura Cathedral, ‘Church

ensures that visitors are taken care of, and con-

keepers’ have been stationed to watch over

tributes to maintenance of cultural properties

churches with in the component areas of the

and decorum. It also allows visitors to commu-

nominated property that are designated cultural

nicate with local residents and directly experi-

properties. To deal many visitors, church mem-

ence and understand the history, culture, belief

bers and other local residents serve as the

and religious faith of the local communities. It is

church keepers—ensuring appropriate site-spe-

expected that this system will encourage people

cific behaviour, watching out for any nuisance,

to protect the cultural landscapes in the region

and responding to visitor questions. This system

including the historical churches.

Photo 4-033 Training session for the church
keepers

Photo 4-034 Guidance by a church keeper
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c) Creating frameworks to ensure the reception of visitors in an orderly manner
In order to ensure that local communities’ daily

tention to visit. Thanks to this system, local

life, livelihood and religious faith are not nega-

church members do not need to deal with visi-

tively affected by a possible increase in visitor

tors during these events and visitors can avoid

numbers following the successful inclusion of

disturbing worshippers while still experiencing

the nominated property on the World Heritage

a solemn church atmosphere.
In order to protect local residents’ way of

List, efforts are underway to promote a new sys-

life, not only in churches but also in other places

tem to ensure the orderly reception of visitors.
Especially for those churches that are

within the villages, measures should be taken to

still used as places of worship by local com-

ensure an orderly reception of visitors while al-

munities, a prior-notification system for visits

so taking account of the current situation of lo-

is being established to prevent excessive visi-

cal communities in each area.

tor numbers, thereby avoiding any physical
deterioration and limiting the burdens placed
on the churches involved. The Churches and
Christian Sites in Nagasaki Information Centre (http://kyoukaigun.jp/en/) operates this
system with the cooperation of local church
members, the relevant authorities and other
organisations. For example, when funerals,
Mass and other religious events are planned,
sometimes at short notice, the centre will provide information on such events for those who
have provided the prior notification of their in-

Photo 4-035 Website used for the prior-notification
system for those visiting inside the
churches
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5. Sustainable maintenance and development of local
communities (i.e., balance between preservation and
utilisation of the nominated property)
In order to effectively preserve, maintain and

A common policy for all the components

manage the nominated property and be able to

is needed to pursue initiatives to revitalise the

pass it on to future generations, it is important

livelihoods of the communities living within the

to support local communities and their activi-

component areas, involving collaboration be-

ties which have contributed to the development

tween both the public and private sectors. These

and protection of its components and sur-

initiatives should lead to active exchanges be-

rounding landscapes. It is necessary to create

tween different generations and regions, en-

systems and mechanisms that encourage local

couraging more people to participate in

residents to participate in collaboration be-

appropriate preservation and management ac-

tween the public and private sectors to ensure

tivities, alongside effective utilisation of the

the on-going preservation and utilisation of the

components.

nominated property. This effort should be di-

For instance, villagers on Hisaka Island

rected towards the formation of local identity

have actively participated in preparation of the

and revitalisation of local communities.

Hisaka Island Landscape and Community De-

As the Nagasaki region includes a large

velopment Plan. They participate in landscape

number of remote sites, measures to revitalise

maintenance activities with understanding and

the local society in these remote islands and

appreciation of the attractiveness of the island,

peninsulas are of utmost importance to any ad-

and they take part in initiatives to establish sys-

ministrative policies. The World Heritage nom-

tems to receive visitors and generate profits for

ination bid is an opportunity to closely link the

local communities. Their activities have been

protection of the components with the sustain-

highly praised and they won the Kyushu

able development of local communities in the

Machizukuri Prize in 2015 for implementing

component areas. Capacity building and vari-

community planning involving collaboration

ous measures to increase the number of resi-

between both the public and private sectors,

dents and visitors should be promoted in local

while taking not only the landscape but also lo-

communities, in conjunction with other re-

cal communities’ way of life into consideration.

gional revitalisation policies, contributing to

Local residents who live within other compo-

the perpetual preservation and management of

nent areas are also steadily carrying out con-

the components as well as sustainable develop-

servation activities for the nominated property.

ment throughout the region.

Such activities should be continued for the en-
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tire nominated property and linked in with
sustainable development of local communities
by sharing innovative practices among the relevant municipalities.
Responses to issues 5-(1), 5-(2) and 5-(3),
as detailed in Chapter 3, including specific
approaches implemented, are described in a
table on the next page. For further details of
the approaches and specific activities to be

Photo 4-036 Kyushu Machizukuri Prize awarded
to villagers on Hisaka Island

implemented, please refer to Chapter 5, with
reference to the Plan No. shown in the table.

Promoting presentation and utilisation
Harmony between tourism and local
communities’ daily lifes and religious faith

Responsible visitation and appropriate
presentation

Balance between preservation and
utilisation

Sustainable maintenance and development of local communities
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Issues

Issue
No.

Sharing pride
in the nominated proper5-(1)
ty by enhancing local
identity
Building a
shared
awareness
and network
through inter- 5-(2)
change
among people

Maintaining
and revitalising local
communities

5-(3)

Measures common to the components
of the nominated property

a)

a)

a)

Facilitating an improved understanding among local residents
and other stakeholders

Enhancing activities in local
communities

Promoting local industries and
increasing resident and visitor
numbers
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Specific approaches

Plan No.

[1]

Conducting lectures and workshops
for local residents

[2]

Promoting lifelong learning programmes 5-(1)-a)-[2]

[3]

Promoting educational programmes
for children and students

5-(1)-a)-[3]

[1]

Activating resident organisations supporting preservation, maintenance,
and management of the components

5-(2)-a)-[1]

[2]

Creating networks by encouraging
linkages and exchanges amongst resi- 5-(2)-a)-[2]
dent organisations

[3]

Supporting local residents

5-(2)-a)-[3]

[4]

Enhancing hospitality

5-(2)-a)-[4]

[1]

Promotion of marketing for the Nagasaki region through the development
and sale of locally produced goods
and foodstuffs

5-(3)-a)-[1]

[2]

Promoting homestays and experiential
tourism

5-(3)-a)-[2]

[3]

Utilising unoccupied houses and aban5-(3)-a)-[3]
doned agricultural fields

[4]

Capacity building and provision of
technical support to maintain local
communities

5-(1)-a)-[1]

5-(3)-a)-[4]
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(1) Sharing pride in the nominated property by enhancing local identity
a) Facilitating an improved understanding among local residents and other stakeholders
The relevant municipalities will conduct activi-

taken in cooperation with schools, universities

ties to raise awareness regarding the Outstand-

and other educational institutions. For example,

ing Universal Value of the nominated property

the World Heritage News is now being pub-

and its protection, emphasising the interrela-

lished by Nagasaki Prefecture to introduce the

tionships among its components. Specifically,

components to elementary school students in

the authorities will provide local residents with

an easy-to-understand way. Experiential pro-

opportunities for life-long learning, such as lec-

grammes allowing people to learn about local

tures and workshops, designed to develop com-

nature and history, as well as tourist guiding

prehensive understanding of the nominated

programmes for local school children are also

property, while also providing all the informa-

being conducted.

tion needed to ensure its preservation and man-

Both the public and the private sectors can

agement. In the future, it will become more and

make a great contribution towards fostering the

more important to provide young people with

understanding and awareness of local residents

opportunities to deepen their understanding of

and other stakeholders. Along with the World

the local history and culture which constitute

Heritage nomination bid, photography compe-

the background of the nominated property, and

titions, panel displays and Christmas events

to enhance their pride in and attachment to

have all been actively organised for the compo-

their hometown. Therefore, measures should be

nents and associated cultural properties.

Photo 4-037 Hands-on learning by children in the
terraced rice fields of Kasuga Village

Photo 4-038 Elementary school students learning
about the Shimabara-Amakusa
Rebellion at the Remains of Hara
Castle
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Photo 4-039 Publication of ‘World Heritage News’
for elementary school students in an
easy-to-understand manner

Photo 4-040 Re-enacting seminary classes as
they were held in in the 16th century
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Photo 4-041 Workshops and symposia for local residents
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(2) Building a shared awareness and network through interchange
among people
a) Enhancing activities in local communities
The campaign to promote the inclusion of the

standing Universal Value of the nominated

nominated property on the World Heritage List

property.

has prompted various locally based movements

For instance, in 2015 the non-profit or-

to become active, aiming to foster a sense of

ganisation World Heritage Nagasaki Church

pride in the history and culture that have been

Trust established a system of Preservation Sup-

passed down in local communities and to en-

porters for the nominated property. Those who

courage utilisation of their historic and cultural

wish to help are registered in this system before

properties, including the components, more

conducting voluntary clean-up and other activ-

and to consider them as their own irreplaceable

ities for the components of the nominated prop-

treasures.

erty. This private sector initiative helps build up
a network linking together various activities

In each area, local residents are now play-

conducted for the components as a whole.

ing a major role organising seminars and conducting voluntary clean-up activities. There are

These regional initiatives contribute to the

active groups of local residents working towards

appropriate reception of visitors, and they

revitalisation of their communities and provid-

should have a positive influence on social and

ing guides with expertise on historic and cultur-

educational activities in their respective local

al properties in their areas, including the

communities, as well as assisting school educa-

components. It is expected that these groups

tion. The relevant municipalities will all contin-

will become even more active and self-reliant

ue to support this sort of capacity building and

and act as residents’ organisations supporting

the establishment of the systems needed to fa-

the on-going preservation and management of

cilitate such activities in order to foster an im-

the components of the nominated property. Lo-

proved understanding of local residents who

cal communities in the relevant areas will also

can then help transmit an appreciation of the

need to further enhance their activities through

value of the nominated property down to future

educational programmes and networking ef-

generations, and encourage their active engage-

forts across the region, focusing on the Out-

ment with its preservation and management.
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(3) Maintaining and revitalising local communities
a) Promoting local industries and increasing resident and visitor numbers
Just as in the rest of Japan, the Nagasaki region

strengthen the existing systems for the recep-

is experiencing a progressively decreasing and

tion of visitors, and ensure the appropriate

aging population, weakening its economic

preservation and management of the nomi-

base. In order to combat this population de-

nated property by means of awareness-raising

cline within the component areas and buffer

activities, capacity building and provision of

zones of the nominated property, systematic

technical and financial support for owners of

efforts need to be made in accordance with the

the components who take care of their preser-

regional revitalisation plans that the relevant

vation and management, as well as for local

municipalities have established, as well as the

residents who support their preservation and

enhancement and utilisation plans put in place

presentation.

for Important Cultural Landscapes.
In those areas where local villagers are

縡
This national project employs people in urban areas as
community-reactivating cooperators whose role is to move to
and work in rural areas where the population is decreasing
and aging noticeably. Such cooperators are expected to
settle in these rural areas and help reactivate local communities. This project aims to maintain and reinforce social
foundations in these rural areas, whilst helping meet the
needs of highly motivated people in existing urban areas.

finding it more and more difficult to maintain
their existing communities, regional revitalisation measures are being undertaken to increase
visitor numbers by means of homestays and
experiential tourism, to develop and sell local
speciality products, thereby encouraging the
proliferation of local industries, and to conduct
experiential and training programmes to boost
the available workforce and promote an increase in the resident population. Specifically,
such measures include workshops organised by
local residents in order to develop souvenirs,
the Community-Reactivating Cooperator
Squad project, 縡 established by the national
government, and support from the public
sector for those who wish to move to rural
areas (conducting trial tours, registering unoccupied houses, and the like).
The Agency for Cultural Affairs and the
relevant municipalities will continue to
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Photo 4-042 Voluntary clean-up by local residents
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Photo 4-043 Training courses for families involved in homestay programmes

Photo 4-044 Local residents participating in emergency response drills

302

Chapter 4

Implementation of the Management Plan

ʻblank pageʼ

Chapter 4

Chapter

5

Action Plan

Chapter 4

Chapter
5

Chapter
6

Measures common to the components of the
nominated property

Specific approaches

Monitoring

Chapter 3
Task group

1

2

3

Adequate preservation management and
research for the
components

Conserving and
forming surrounding environments
suitable for
World Heritage
sites

Minimising the
negative effects
of development,
environmental
changes and
natural disasters

Issues

Issue
No.

Appropriate preservation and management of the
components

1-(1)

Continuation of academic research

1-(2)

Conservation of
the buffer zones
(maintaining surrounding environments in a form
that is suitable for
World Heritage
sites)
Visual harmonisation measures and
landscaping near
the components
(to improve nearby
scenery in a manner suitable for
World Heritage
sites)

2-(2)

Development pressures

3-(1)

Environmental
change

3-(2)

Natural disasters and
risk preparedness

3-(3)

Understanding of
the Outstanding
Universal Value

4

5

Responsible visitation and appropriate
presentation
(i.e., harmony
Providing improved
between tourism convenience for
and local comvisitors
munities’ daily
life and religious
faith)
Creating frameworks for orderly
presentation and
appropriate reception of visitors

Sustainable
maintenance
and development of local
communities
(i.e., balance between preservation and
utilisation of the
nominated property)

2-(1)

4-(1)

4-(2)

4-(3)

a)

Protection of the components based on the cultural property protection system

b)

Preservation and management of the components ［1］to［6］

a)

Research and surveys on the components

［1］
［2］
,
［1］

c)

Research and surveys on related cultural properties ［1］
Enhancing systems for research and surveys
［1］

a)

Establishing buffer zones for the components

b)

Achieving conservation through laws and ordinances, systems, etc.

a)

Achieving common objectives of enhancement
projects for the components

b)

Identification of ideal state of visual harmonisation measures and landscape enhancement
projects for each component

c)

Sharing the concept of the enhancement
planning process

a)

Appropriate implementation of laws and regulations

a)

Environmental measures for preservation of the
components

b)

14 to 19

20

［1］to［4］

3

［1］to［3］

4

［1］
［2］
,

［1］to［3］
1 to 11
［1］to［3］

a)

Enhancement of disaster prevention and risk
management systems

a)

Enhancing comprehensive information provision
［1］to［5］
regarding the Outstanding Universal Value

b)

Preserving and utilising cultural properties related to the components in an integrated manner

［1］to［3］

c)

Establishing facilities to ensure appropriate presentation and utilisation

［1］

d)

Establishing guide systems

［1］
［2］
,

a)

Establishing a general inquiry desk

b)

Providing sightseeing tours and model courses

c)
d)

Improving transport infrastructure

［1］to［4］

a)

Ensuring visitors’ awareness of appropriate
site-specific manners

［1］

b)

Watching over church buildings designated as
cultural properties

［1］
［2］
,

c)

Creating frameworks to ensure the reception of
visitors in an orderly manner

［1］

21, 24

［1］

［1］to［4］

22, 23

Appropriately enhancing and managing visitor facilities ［1］to［3］

12

Sharing pride in the
nominated property
by enhancing local
identity

5-(1)

a)

Facilitating an improved understanding among
local residents and other stakeholders

［1］to［3］

21

Building a shared
awareness and
network through interchange among
people

5-(2)

a)

Enhancing activities in local communities

［1］to［4］

25

Maintaining and revitalising local
communities

5-(3)

a)

Promoting local industries and increasing resident and visitor numbers

［1］to［4］

13
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Action Plan
To ensure that the Outstanding Universal Value

5-(3)): ‘1. Adequate preservation management

of the nominated property can be passed down

and research for the components’, ‘2. Conserv-

to future generations, it is necessary that the

ing and forming surrounding environments

value is fully understood by not only the munic-

suitable for World Heritage sites’, ‘3. Minimising

ipal governments and the owners of its compo-

the negative effects of development, environ-

nents, who mainly conduct preservation and

mental changes and natural disasters’, ‘4. Re-

management, but also by relevant organisa-

sponsible visitation and appropriate presenta-

tions, local residents, and visitors. It is also nec-

tion (i.e., harmony between tourism and local

essary that they participate in the integrated

communities’ daily life and religious faith)’, and

preservation and management of the nominat-

‘5. Sustainable maintenance and development

ed property and share a common understand-

of local communities (i.e., balance between

ing of its importance.

preservation and utilisation of the nominated

Chapter 3 of this Comprehensive Preser-

property)’. Chapter 4 of this Plan described pol-

vation and Management Plan identified specific

icies and specific approaches for each task

issues related to the nominated property and

group. This chapter summarises and lists these

classified them into five task groups (1-(1)—

approaches in the form of Action Plan.

Implementation period
To implement the approaches described, efforts

The implementation period is classified as

will be made to establish objectives for their

follows.

completion timing, with a full understanding of

●Short term: In general, approaches will be ini-

the relevant issues and with due consideration

tiated within the next five years.

●Medium-to-long term: In general, approaches

of their degree of importance, urgency, and feasibility.

will be started after five years have passed.

Project implementation and progress management
The approaches will be implemented smoothly

Council being responsible for their comprehen-

in a consistent and reliable manner, with the

sive coordination, progress management, and

World Heritage Preservation and Utilisation

review.
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Overview of the Action Plan (Legend：◎ Leading project undertaker, ○ Co-project undertaker)

1. Adequate preservation management and research for
the components
Issue
No.

Plan
No.

a）

Specific
approaches

Summary

Objectives

Protection of
the components based
on the Law for
［1］
the Protection
of Cultural
Properties

To provide legal
protection in accordance with the
Law for the Protection of Cultural
Properties

(Specific activities)

To provide the
S u p p o r t f o r owners with techpreservation nical support for
and manage- management
［2］ m e n t b y t h e
owners of the T o p r o v i d e t h e
owners with financomponents
cial support for
management

Regulating any alternations to the
existing state of
the components
via a prior permission and notification system
Guidance and advice provided by
officers in charge
of cultural properties
Providing financial
support with subsidies

To conduct daily
Regular main- maintenance and Clean-up, weed［1］ t e n a n c e a n d
ing, pruning, inm a n a g e m e n t o f spection, etc.
management
the components

Responsible bodies

Nation

Nation

Nation

Owner

Converting unused lands into
Promotion of To promote public public ownership
［2］ p u b l i c l a n d ownership of unand managing
ownership
used lands
publicly-owned
lands
1-(1)

To restore the topography of the
castle remains
and repair stone
walls

b）

Restoring the topography where
landslides have
occurred, and repairing areas
where the stone
walls have been
altered

T o r e p a i r b u i l d - Repairing buildR e s t o r a t i o n ings, stone walls, ings, stone walls,
［3］ and repair for etc. that constitute etc. in the villages
the villages
preservation
Implementing
preservation and
repair projects on
To preserve and buildings
repair the church- Guidance and ades
vice provided by
committees composed of experts
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Prefe- City/ Others Ongo- Short Mid to
cture Town
ing
term long term

Owner

Owner

Nation
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Adequate preservation management and research for the components

Issue
No.

1-(1)

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Summary

Objectives

Visual harmonisation and
［4］ landscape enhancement of
the villages

To undertake harmonisation of
visually disruptive
elements and
landscape enhancement in the
villages

(Specific activities)

Responsible bodies

Promoting visual
harmonisation and
landscape enhancement projects
Formulating disaster prevention plans

Owner

Countermeasures
within areas vulnerable to landPromotion of To conduct disas- slides around buil［5］ disaster preve- t e r p r e v e n t i o n dings and castle
ntion measur- measures for the remains, and reb）
es
components
moving vulnerable
trees

Owner

Installing and upgrading equipment
to protect against
fire and crime

Owner

Patrol and surveillance by officers
of the municipal
Reinforcement To undertake pa- governments and
［6］
of patrol and trols and surveill- Cultural Property
s u r v e i l l a n c e ance for the com- Protection Instrucsystem
ponents
tors in Nagasaki
and Kumamoto
Prefectures
Promoting archaeological excavation in the castle
remains and surveys of historical
records

To conduct survePromotion of ys and research Promoting surveys
a） ［1］
v a r i o u s s u r - on the componen- of constituting eleveys
ments of the
ts
villages
1-(2)

Promoting in-depth surveys on related buildings
Surveys and
research on
b） ［1］ related cultural
properties

To conduct research and surve- Research and sury s o n c u l t u r a l veys on related
properties related cultural properties
to the nominated
property

308

Implementation period

Prefe- City/ Others Ongo- Short Mid to
cture Town
ing
term long term

Action Plan

Chapter 5

Adequate preservation management and research for the components

Issue
No.

1-(2)

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

Establishing systems for research
and surveys, gathEnhancing su- To organise sys- e r i n g r e l a t e d
c） ［1］ rvey and rese- tems for the pro- materials, storing
arch systems motion of research research findings,
and surveys
and creating networks among
researchers
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Prefe- City/ Others Ongo- Short Mid to
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ing
term long term
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2. Conserving and forming surrounding environments
suitable for World Heritage sites
Issue
No.

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

To conserve the
surrounding landLandscape co- scape based on
nservation ba- the landscape or［1］
sed on the La- d i n a n c e s o f t h e
ndscape Act
relevant municipalities

2-(1)

To conserve the
surrounding landscape based on
the conservation
plans for ImportLandscape a n t C u l t u r a l
conservation Landscapes
based on the
［2］ L a w f o r t h e To conserve the
Protection of surrounding enviCultural Prop- ronment based on
the preservation
erties
plan for Important
Preservation Disa）
・
tricts for Groups of
Traditional Buildb）
ings
Conservation
of the natural
environment
［3］ based on the
Natural Parks
Act

［4］

2-(2)

Landscape
conservation
based on other related laws

Elimination of
causes of lana）
・
dscape obstruction and imb）
・ ［1］ plementation
of visual harmonisation
c）
and landscape
enhancement

City/
Town

Regulation based
on the conservation plans for
Important Cultural
Landscapes
Regulation based
on the preservation plan for
Important Preservation Districts for
Groups of Traditional Buildings

Regulation based
on the Natural
Park Management
Plans

To conserve the
surrounding landscape with control
measures based
on relevant laws
and ordinances
that are not listed
above

Regulation based
on the City Planning Act, the Act
on the Development of Fishing
Ports and Grounds, the Outdoor Advertisement Act,
the Act on Establishment of Agricultural Promotion Areas, and the Agricultural Land Act
Promoting and
supporting measures against
various causes of
landscape obstruction

To identify the
causes of landscape obstruction
and discuss improvements with
Promoting relocathe stakeholders
tion of electricity
poles and cables

Implementation period

Others Ongoing

Regulation based
on the municipalities’ landscape
plans

To conserve the
natural environment of surrounding areas based
on the Natural
Park Management
Plans

310

Responsible bodies
Prefecture

Nation

Private
bodies

Private
bodies

Short
term

Mid to
long term
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Conserving and forming surrounding environments suitable for World Heritage sites

Issue
No.

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Elimination of
causes of landscape obstruction and im［1］ plementation
of visual harmonisation
and landscape
enhancement

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

Implementing visual harmonisation and landscape enhancement for high-priority causes
To remove the causes of landscape
obstruction and
implement visual
harmonisation
a n d l a n d s c a pe
enhancement

2-(2)

To investigate the
current state of illegal advertisements and take
measures including removal of illegal advertisements

b）
・
c）

Restriction on
outdoor adver［2］ tisements and
removal of illegal advertisements

To regulate and
control outdoor
advertisements
appropriately in
compliance with
landscape plans
based on the
Landscape Act

Investigating illegal advertisements
Removing illegal
advertisements
(posters, signs,
etc.)
Promoting appropriate outdoor
advertisements
that comply with
regulations
Introducing regulations based on
the landscape
plans and ordinances of the
relevant municipalities
Conducting seminars and registration for outdoor
advertising businesses

To raise awareness of the proper
use of outdoor advertisements as a
preventive mea- Organising worksure against illegal shops dealing with
advertisements
outdoor advertisements
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City/
Town

Implementation period

Others Ongoing

Private
bodies

Seeking advice from experts such
as the Visual Harmonisation and Landscape Enhancement Planning
Committee and
Signage Planning
Sub-committee
Utilising subsidies
provided by the
relevant government bodies

a）
・

Responsible bodies
Prefecture

Private
bodies

Short
term

Mid to
long term
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Conserving and forming surrounding environments suitable for World Heritage sites

Issue
No.

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

Responsible bodies
Prefecture

City/
Town

Establishing and
implementing the
Guidelines for
Public Works toTo consider ap- ward World Heripropriate designs tage Registration
in accordance with S e e k i n g a d v i c e
the landscape
from the Public
Works Design
Support Conference in Nagasaki
Consideration
for negative
effects of exb）
・ ［3］ i s t i n g a n d
newly established facilities
c）
on the landscape
a）
・

2-(2)

To create guiding
systems for construction of visitor
facilities and public facilities with
the appropriate
design, in consideration of the
landscape
To encourage private building
construction harmonised with the
landscape and
promote sustainable landscape
development in
which local communities play a
leading role
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Implementing projects based on the
Guidelines for
Public Works toward World Heritage Registration

Control based on
the landscape
plans and ordinances of the
municipalities
Promoting development of a beautiful landscape

Implementation period

Others Ongoing

Local
residents

Short
term

Mid to
long term
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3. Minimising the negative effects of development, environmental changes and natural disasters
Issue
No.

3-(1)

3-(2)

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Summary

Development
control by
［1］ means of laws
and regulations

To control development by properly implementing
laws and regulations that are applicable to the buffer zones

Permission and
notification required by laws
and regulations

Establishment
and implemen［2］ tation of public
work guidelines

To control public works in order to maintain harmony with
the landscape by establishing the necessary guidelines

Implementing the
Guidelines for
Public Works toward World Heritage Registration

To monitor air polC o n t i n u o u s lution levels using
［1］ monitoring of observation and
air pollution
measurement systems

Observing and
measuring substances causing
air pollution and
acid rain

a）

a）

Objectives

(Specific activities)

Responsible bodies

Nation

Cleaning up the
seashore by colTo clean and con- lecting marine litSeashore cle- serve the compo［2］
aning activities nents and nearby ter, conducting environmental educseashore
ation and raising
awareness
Taking measures
to prevent wild animals from entering the sites, segregate them, and
undertake their
planned capture

To eliminate and
prevent damage
Systematic eli- from wild animals
［3］ mination of wi- a n d p l a n t s t h a t
ld animals and negatively affect
vegetation
the preservation of
the components
Exterminating overgrown plants

3-(3)

a）

To obtain information on natural
disasters and preObtaining and pare for disasters
［1］ sharing inform a t i o n o n To obtain and shnatural disas- a r e i n f o r m a t i o n
and take meaters
sures promptly
when a disaster
occurs

Obtaining up-to-date disaster information and patrolling at-risk hazard
areas

Systematic
promotion of
［2］ disaster prevention measures

Taking various
measures in accordance with
regional disaster
prevention plans

To systematically
promote measures to prevent
disasters

Collecting and sharing information

Conducting disaster
Implementatio- To regularly carry prevention drills in［3］ n of disaster p- out drills to pre- volving the owners
revention drills pare for disasters and managers of
the components
and local residents
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ing
term long term

Manager

Manager

Owner
Manager

Action Plan

Chapter 5

4. Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation
(i.e., harmony between tourism and local communities’ daily life and religious faith)
Issue
No.

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

［1］

［2］

4-(1)

a）

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

To undertake bran
ding of the nomiCreation of a nated property to
unified image enhance its value
and attractiveness
and to publicise it
effectively

Responsible bodies
Prefecture

City/
Town

Information provision to propose trips to Nagasaki using ‘Nagasaki
Tabinet’ website
Implementing promotion of overseas publicity

To create an information database
r e g a r d i n g e a c h Record each comc o m p o n e n t a n d ponent in a dataprovide compre- base
hensive informaCreation of da- tion
tabases and
Enhancement of
official webthe existing websites
To establish an of- sites
ficial website and
widely distribute Providing informai n f o r m a t i o n tion regarding
through the Inter- r e l a t e d c u l t u r a l
net
properties
(http://oratio.jp)
Creation and distribution of general
pamphlets

［3］

To create educational items and
pamphlets intendCreation of ed for various
v a r i o u s p r o - targets
motion media

Creation and distribution of
pamphlets and
guidebooks for international visitors
Creation and utilisation of educational items

To create visual
material suitable Creation of DVDs
f o r t h e g e n e r a l for PR purposes
public

［4］

To make the Outstanding Universal
Value and the atUtilisation of tractiveness of the
various infor- nominated propermation media ty widely known
through a variety
of media

314

Private
bodies

Making active use
of governmental
PR media
Undertaking media tie-ins
Raising awareness with educational magazines

Implementation period

Others Ongoing

Private
bodies

Short
term

Mid to
long term
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Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation

Issue
No.

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

Responsible bodies
Prefecture

City/
Town

Organising lecTo organise even- tures for local resits to deepen un- dents and implederstanding amo- menting presentang local residents tion and utilisation
projects for cultural properties

a） ［5］

［1］

4-(1)

b）

Organising
various educational events
to raise awareness

Efforts for the
protection of
cultural properties and
regional revitalisation
utilising the
historic and
cultural sites

To organise events to demonstrate
the value of the
nominated property outside of the
relevant prefectures

Organising symposia, lectures,
and panel exhibitions outside of
the relevant prefectures

Private
bodies

To organise events for visitors to
experience the region’s history and
culture

Organising experiential events
regarding the traditional cultures
and food of the region

Private
bodies

To preserve and
utilise cultural
properties in association with the
nominated property in an integral
manner

To research the
traditional techniques and seek
Efforts for the to preserve, inherit
preservation, and promote them
inheritance
［2］ and dissemi- To set up a sysnation of tradi- tem of interchange
tional tech- among groups
that engage in
niques
conservation activities for traditional cultures
To record and arRecording and c h i v e i n v i d e o
［3］ archiving tradi- form the region’s
tional cultures traditional cultures
and folklore
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Providing information regarding
related cultural
properties
(http://oratio.jp)
Promoting preservation of the
historic and cultural sites
Promoting regional revitalisation
projects utilising
the historical and
cultural sites
Promoting the
website on cultural
properties in Nagasaki Prefecture
Establishing and
managing a liaison conference for
groups conserving
traditional cultures
Implementing projects regarding
preservation techniques for cultural
properties

Implementation period

Others Ongoing

Private
bodies

Nation

Short
term

Mid to
long term
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Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation

Issue
No.

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Establishment
of the ‘Hidden
Christian Sites
in the Nagasac） ［1］ k i R e g i o n
World Heritage Centre’
(provisional
name)
Training for
guides and es［1］ tablishment of
the necessary
systems

4-(1)

(Specific activities)

To set up the
‘World Heritage
Centre’ (provisional name)

Training sightseeTo train guides ing guides and
a n d e s t a b l i s h a pilgrimage guides
coordination sysEstablishing a
tem for visitation
guide reservation
system

To improve language and communication abilities in order to
guide international
visitors

Training interpreter-guides, including those trained
for specific areas

To operate a general inquiry desk
Integrating
ina） ［1］
to answer quesquiry desks
tions and provide
transport guidance

Operating ‘Churches in Nagasaki
Information Centre’

Establishment
of systems to
［2］
receive visitors from outside Japan

To create pam- Proposal of pilE s t a b l i s h i n g phlets for model grimage courses,
model courses courses
etc.
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City/
Town

Implementation period

Others Ongoing

Private
bodies
Private
bodies
Private
bodies

Promoting capacity building for
foreign language
education

Reinforcing reception of visitors and
To execute effec- revitalising the ret i v e p r o m o t i o n gional economy
［1］ Creation of at- through planning
tractive tours
and conducting re- Implementing projb）
gional sightseeing ects for the promotion of excurtours
sions in the prefecture
［2］

Responsible bodies
Prefecture

Considering and
establishing the
‘World Heritage
Centre’ (provisional name)

Enhancing support for international visitors

d）

4-(2)

Objectives

Summary

Private
bodies

Private
bodies

Private
bodies

Private
bodies

Short
term

Mid to
long term
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Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation

Issue
No.

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

Implementing projects to attract international visitors
To
enhance
tourist
Implementap
u
b
l
i
c
i
t
y
b
y
t
h
e
［3］ tion of interna- p r i v a t e s e c t o r Implementing projtional tourism
(particularly to oth- ects to support the
promotion
reception of interer countries)
national tourists in
b）
remote islands
To consider and
prepare countE m e r g e n c y er-measures with
［4］ measures for regard to parking
visitor recep- space, alternative
transport, toilets,
tion
etc. in peak periods

Utilisation of water
taxis
c）

Implementation of trial and
［2］ r e s e a r c h f o r
the transport
system

To trial and research new transport systems,
such as electric
vehicles and a
park-and-walk
system

［4］

Installation of To maintain road M a i n t e n a n c e o f
road signs
signs
road signs

Installation of
restrooms,
parking lots,
d） ［1］ signs, safety
equipment,
etc.
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Private
bodies

Private
bodies

Nation
Private
bodies
Nation
Private
bodies

Promoting Nagasaki EV and ITS
Project

Maintenance To maintain trails M a i n t e n a n c e o f
of nature trails jointly with Kyushu K y u s h u N a t u r e
Nature Trail
Trail

Implementation of
installation and
maintenance projects utilising
various support
systems
Seeking advice
from experts utilising various consultation systems

Implementation period

Others Ongoing

Implementing a
park-and-walk
system

［3］

To set up safety
facilities in dangerous areas and
provide information on these
facilities, in addition to setting up
toilets, car parks,
and signs

City/
Town

Consideration and
preparation of reception measures
in peak periods

Support for sea
routes to remote
islands and unrofitable bus
To improve trans- p
Improvement port accessibility routes
［1］ o f t r a n s p o r t
by enhancing ac- Improvement of
accessibility
cess routes
access routes
4-(2)

Responsible bodies
Prefecture

Nation

Short
term

Mid to
long term

Action Plan
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Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation

Issue
No.

4-(2)

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

(Specific activities)

To consider and
introduce a funding model which
reduces mainteC r e a t i o n o f nance costs for
new support t o i l e t s , e t c . i n
s y s t e m s f o r churches
［2］ maintenance
and manage- To establish a priment costs, vate financial
etc. by the pri- support system to
d）
vate sector
deal with matters
that the public
sector cannot support
Promotion of
universal de［3］ s i g n s a n d
barrier-free access

4-(3)

Objectives

Summary

City/
Town

Considering and
establishing a new
financial support
system involving
private organisations

Private
bodies

To promote uni- I m p r o v e m e n t i n
versal designs
various facilities

Private
bodies

Indication of barriTo provide infor- er-free information
mation on barri- on websites and
er-free designs
maps

Private
bodies

Private
bodies

Local
residents

Strengthening
patrol and surveillance
［1］ s y s t e m s f o r
the components, etc.

To strengthen
maintenance and
c o n s e r v a t i o n o f Implementation of
the components patrols for cultural
t h r o u g h p a t r o l s properties
and other measures

Private
bodies

Establishment
of a system to
protect places
［2］ o f w o r s h i p
(posting of
church keepers)

T o p o s t s t a f f t o Posting and supw a t c h o v e r t h e porting the church
church buildings keepers
(church keepers)

Religious
institutions
Private
bodies
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Implementation period

Others Ongoing

Promoting measures to assist the
creation of a system for financial
support

Putting up posters
on appropriate
manners, creation
and distribution of
leaflets, and information provision
To communicate through various
rules and appro- media
Raising visitor pritate manners so Conducting workthat visitors do not
a） ［1］ awareness of
shops for tour
a p p r o p r i t a t e damage the reli- guides and travel
gious
and
living
manners
environment of lo- agencies
cal communities
Encouraging the
prevention of littering and raising
awareness of
smoking manners

b）

Responsible bodies
Prefecture

Short
term

Mid to
long term

Action Plan
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Responsible visitation and appropriate presentation

Issue
No.

4-(3)

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Establishment
of a system to
protect places
c） ［1］ of worship (coordination of
visitor numbers inside
churches)

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

To create a coordination system by
requiring prior notice before visiting
to the interior of
the churches
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Supporting and
examining trials of
the system to coordinate visitor
numbers

Responsible bodies
Prefecture

City/
Town

Implementation period

Others Ongoing

Religious
institutions
Private
bodies

Short
term

Mid to
long term
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5. Sustainable maintenance and development of local
communities ( i.e., balance between preservation and
utilisation of the nominated property )
Issue
No.

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

Responsible bodies

Conducting workshops and other
events that local
To foster local res- residents can atC o n d u c t i n g idents’ awareness tend
l e c t u r e s a n d of cultural proper［1］
workshops for t i e s ’ v a l u e a n d Conducting on-delocal residents their preservation mand lectures by
the prefectural
governments

5-(1)

5-(2)

To provide a variPromoting life- ety of educational
a） ［2］ long learning opportunities for
programmes
local residents

Implementing the
‘Nagasaki Kenmin
Daigaku’ project
for lifelong learning

Promoting educational pro［3］ grammes for
children and
students

Conducting programmes in which
participants can
experience the
lifestyle and mix
To provide educa- with others on retional opportuni- mote islands
ties for elementary
a n d j u n i o r - h i g h Creation and distribution of newsschool children
papers about
World Heritage
sites and supplementary educational materials

Activating resident organisations supporting preserva［1］ tion, maintenance, and
management
of the components

To support capacity building and establishment of
systems in villages supporting the
components

Creating networks by encouraging linka）
ages and ex［2］
c h a n g e s
amongst resident organisations

Supporting capacity building for
those involved in
preservation of the
components

Private
bodies

To support the
creation of networks for people Providing opportuinvolved in preser- nities and support
vation and utilisa- for networking
tion of the components

Private
bodies

Providing support
through the VolunTo support the lo- teer Promotion Fund
Supporting lo- c a l r e s i d e n t s ’
［3］
Providing support
cal residents
activities
and training for
NPOs and other
organisations
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Implementation period

Prefe- City/ Others Ongocture Town
ing

Private
bodies
Private
bodies

Short
term

Mid to
long term
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Sustainable maintenance and development of local communities

Issue
No.

5-(2)

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

(Specific activities)

To enhance hospitality throughout
Enhancing ho- the entire region
a） ［4］ spitality
using a variety of
means

Promotion of
marketing for
the Nagasaki
region through
［1］ t h e d e v e l o p ment and sale
of locally produced goods
and foodstuffs

5-(3)

Objectives

Summary

To promote marketing through the
sale of locally produced goods, supply of local foodstuffs, etc.

Implementing a
project for promoting ‘Hospitality by
All the Prefectural
Citizens’

Private
bodies

Supporting reinforcement and
expansion of marketing channels
for local products,
such as agricultural and fishery
products

Private
bodies

Implementing
sales promotions,
press releases,
and certification
systems for local
products

Private
bodies

Promoting networking among
those involved in
production, processing, and sale

Private
bodies

Promoting tourism
that utilises the attractiveness of loTo promote home- cal peninsulas and
Promoting ho- stays and experi［2］ mestays and ential tourism util- islands
e x p e r i e n t i a l ising the attrac- Promoting tourism
a）
tourism
t i v e n e s s o f t h e that utilises the atregion
tractiveness of
farming and fishing villages
Providing information and demonstrating the attracTo revitalise the tiveness of rural
local communities a r e a s f o r t h o s e
by making use of wishing to move
unoccupied hous- Utilisi ng vacant
es
houses as facilities to promote
exchanges within
Utilising unocthe communities
cupied houses
［3］ and abandonImplementing projed agricultural
ects involving comfields
prehensive countermeasures to preveTo revitalise the nt the abandonment
local communities of agricultural fields
by making use of
abandoned agri- Promoting the use
cultural fields
of existing funds
intended for reuse
of abandoned
fields
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Responsible bodies

Implementation period

Prefe- City/ Others Ongocture Town
ing

Private
bodies

Private
bodies

Farmers

Nation
Farmers

Short
term

Mid to
long term

Action Plan
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Sustainable maintenance and development of local communities

Issue
No.

Plan
No.

Specific
approaches

Objectives

Summary

(Specific activities)

Implementing projects based on Depopulated Areas
Self-reliance Promotion Policies

5-(3)

Capacity building and provia） ［4］ sion of technical support to
maintain local
communities

To provide technical support and
assist capacity
building for
successors

Implementing promotion projects for
cultural and artistic activities on
remote islands
Providing support
for the training
and recruitment of
successors in the
farming and fishing industries
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Responsible bodies

Implementation period

Prefe- City/ Others Ongocture Town
ing

Short
term

Mid to
long term

Action Plan
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Chapter 6
Monitoring
In order to safeguard the Outstanding Universal
its components and buffer zones must be car-

1. Basic policy common to
the nominated property

ried out. When negative impacts are observed,

Appropriate indicators have been established to

either the causes will be removed or counter-

monitor the nominated property based on the

measures to reduce the impacts will be pro-

three key perspectives listed below:

Value of the nominated property, monitoring of

posed and implemented.
This chapter presents the method of mon-

1. Are the nominated property’s Outstanding

itoring, administrative arrangements, and a list

Universal Value, authenticity, and integrity,

of relevant documents, all of which are required

as described in Chapter 3 of the nomination

to realise the periodic and systematic monitor-

dossier (Justification for Inscription) being

ing based on a basic policy shared among the

maintained?
2. What kind of influence do/did the various

components.

factors described in Chapter 4 of the nomination dossier (i.e., development and environmental pressures, natural disasters, visitation, and other matters) exert on the nominated property and its buffer zones?
3. With regard to Chapter 5 of the nomination
dossier (Protection and Management of the
Property), are the nominated property, its
buffer zones, and the wider setting functioning together and developing appropriately as
effective places for diffusion of knowledge
relating to the nominated property’s Outstanding Universal Value?
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2. Concrete measures
(1) Indicators for monitoring
Established monitoring indicators are listed in Tables 6-001 to 6-003.

Table 6-001 Monitoring indicators related to the various factors affecting the nominated property and its
buffer zones

Periodicity

Location of
records

Every
year

Prefectural
and municipal governments

Every
year

Municipal
governments

Every
year

Municipal
governments

The relevant organisations will
monitor the number of visually obstructive elements within the view
using ﬁxed-point photography.

Every
year

Municipal
governments

The relevant organisations will
regularly monitor the atmosphere,
measuring the amount of sulphur
5. Observation of atdioxide, nitric oxide, nitrogen dioxmospheric environide, photochemical oxidants, nonment
methane hydrocarbons, suspended particulate matter, PM 2.5,
etc.

At all
times

Prefectural
and municipal governments

Impacts on the property
and buffer zones

Indicator

Impact from
social infra- 1. Numbers of public
works projects imstructure deplemented
velopment

The relevant organisations will determine the numbers of public
works projects in the buffer zones
relating to infrastructure, such as
management of roads, rivers, sewerage and mountains.

The relevant organisations will de2. Numbers of priva- termine the numbers of approvals
te-sector develop- for large-scale developments and
planning permissions in the buffer
Impact from
ment activities
zones.
Develop- private-secment pres- tor developsures
ment projeThe relevant organisations will
cts
3. Numbers and con- monitor the numbers of notiﬁcatents of notiﬁcatio- tions based on landscape ordins of damage
nances in the buffer zones.

Landscape
conservation

EnvironmAir pollution
ental pressures

4. Numbers of visually
obstructive elements (ﬁxed-point measurements)
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Indicator

Periodicity

Location of
records

Marine litter

The relevant organisations will
monitor
the extent to which clean6. Extent of seashore
ing
activities
have been carried
cleaning activities
out around the components.

Every
year

Prefectural
and municipal governments

Wildlife

The relevant organisations will
7. Numbers of cap- monitor the number of captured
tures of speciﬁed deer, wild boars, and other speciwild animals
ﬁed animals.

Every
year

Prefectural
and municipal governments

Storm and ﬂood damage, landslide
damage

8. Observation of weather, precipitation,
and river water levels; collection of information regarding
landslide damage

The relevant organisations will obtain information regarding damage from storms, ﬂoods and landslides.

At all
times

Prefectural
and municipal governments

9. Observation of earthquakes, tsunamis
and volcanic activity

The relevant organisations will obtain information regarding earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic
activity.

At all
times

Prefectural
and municipal governments

The relevant organisations will
monitor
the number of times ﬁre
10.Numbers of inspeprevention
equipment has been
ctions of ﬁre preinspected
for
the components, as
vention equipment
well as the implementation status
of such inspections.

Every
year

Municipal
governments

Natural
disasters

The relevant organisations will
monitor the number of times ﬁre11.Numbers of ﬁre-ﬁgEarthquake
ﬁghting and ﬁre prevention drills
hting and ﬁre preand ﬁre
for the components have been
vention drills
carried out, as well as their implementation status.

Every
year

Municipal
governments

Visitation

Impact due
The relevant organisations will
to increase 12. Numbers of visimonitor the number of visitors
in visitor nutors
going to each of the components.
mbers

Every
year

Municipal
governments

Impacts on the property
and buffer zones

Environmental pressures

Environmental
pressures
Earthquake
and ﬁre
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Location of
records

Impacts on the property
and buffer zones

Indicator

Periodicity

Regional
Regional
sustainabilvitality
ity

The relevant organisations will
13. Changes in the re- monitor the size of the population
gional population in each of the municipalities in
which the components are located.

Every
year

329

Prefectural
and municipal governments

Monitoring

Chapter 6

Table 6-002 Monitoring indicators concerning the protection of individual components and constituent elements

Impacts on the property

Indicator/ measures

Periodicity

Location of
records

14. State of deterioration of historic buildings, etc. that are
included as the components or their
constituent elements

The relevant organisations will patrol the historicbuildings, etc. that are included as the components or their constituentelements.

At all
times

Prefectural
and municipal governments

15. Numbers and contents of applications to alter the
Individual Change to state of coexisting state of
compone- nservation
the nominated pronts
perty

The relevant organisations will collect the numbers and analyse the
contents of applications
for permission to alter
the existing state based
on the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.

Every
year

Municipal
governments

The relevant organisations will collect the num16. Numbers and conbers and analyse the
tents of notiﬁcacontents of notiﬁcations
tions of damage
of damage based on the
Law for the Protection of
Cultural of Properties.

Every
year

Municipal
governments

Record the state of arProtection of archae- 17. State of archaeochaeological remains by
ological sites
logical remains
visual observation

Every
year

Municipal
governments

Protection of buildin- 18. Building repair
and maintenance
gs

Record the result of repair and maintenance of
buildings

Every
year

Municipal
governments

19. Numbers of notiﬁcations and applications for permiProtection of land use
ssion based on
patterns in the villagthe Agricultural Laes
nd Act and landscape ordinances
of the relevant municipalities

The relevant organisations will determine the
numbers and analyse
the contents of applications for permission to
alter the existing state
based on the Agricultural
Land Act and the landscape ordinances

Every
year

Municipal
governments

Deterioration of historic buildings, etc.
that are included as
the components or
their constituent elements

Vandalism

Individual
components
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Table 6-003 Indicators related to transmission of the nominated property’s Outstanding Universal Value

Item

Indicator/ measures

The relevant organisations will monitor the im20. Implementation st- plementation status and analyse the contents
atus of surveys and of surveys and research regarding the components, as well as their results, such as publicaresearch
tion of the reports.
Transmission of the
OUV
21. Implementation sta- The relevant organisations will monitor the imtus of various sem- plementation status of seminars, lectures, oninars, lectures, on- site workshops, etc., relating to the composite workshops,
nents.
etc.

Periodicity

Location of
records

Every
year

Prefectural
and municipal governments

Every
year

Prefectural
and municipal governments

22. Installation of guid- The relevant organisations will monitor the installation status of guidance facilities in line
ance facilities
with the enhancement plans.

Every
year

Prefectural
and municipal governments

The relevant organisations will monitor the in23. Installation of visistallation status of visitor facilities in line with
tor facilities
the enhancement plans.

Every
year

Municipal
governments

The relevant organisations will monitor the
number of printed copies of pamphlets and
thenumbers of access connections to web
sites of local governments.

Every
year

Prefectural
and municipal governments

The relevant organisations will monitor the
Private se25. Status of private- number of times and the content of private-sector activisector activities
ctor organisations’ activities relating to the coties
mponents.

Every
year

Prefectural
and municipal governments

Convenience for
visitors

Information provision

24. Extent of information provision through pamphlets and
web sites
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(2) Administrative arrangements for monitoring property
The monitoring including periodic reporting

cil assesses all measures implemented as a result

which will be requested by the World Heritage

of the monitoring exercise, and if necessary, re-

Committee will be performed by the relevant

views the Comprehensive Preservation and

prefectural and municipal governments (two

Management Plan so as to make it more effec-

prefectures, six cities, and two towns), as shown

tive.

in Table 6-001, Table 6-002 and Table 6-003, un-

The Council will collect and record infor-

der the supervision of the Agency for Cultural

mation on the conservation and management

Affairs. The findings will be recorded according

of the nominated property every year, and it will

to the established monitoring system (shown in

compile a periodic report based on the collected

Table 6-004) and scrutinised by the World Her-

information every six years. In accordance with

itage Preservation and Utilisation Council,

Chapter V of the Operational Guidelines for the

which consists of local governments, owners of

Implementation of the World Heritage Conven-

the components and other stakeholders, in or-

tion, the national government of Japan will sub-

der to assess the state of conservation of the

mit the periodic report to the World Heritage

nominated property and its surrounding envi-

Committee via the UNESCO World Heritage

ronment. In this monitoring system, the Coun-

Centre.
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Table 6-004 Administrative arrangements for monitoring

Role

Area

Organisation in charge

Organisations and
The components
divisions in charge
and buffer zones
of monitoring

Organisation and representative:
Nagasaki City: Mayor
Sasebo City: Mayor
Hirado City: Mayor
Goto City: Mayor
Minamishimabara City: Mayor
Ojika Town: Mayor
Shinkamigoto Town: Mayor
Amakusa City: Mayor
Division and person in charge:
Nagasaki City:
World Heritage Promotion Division: Director
Cultural Property Division: Director
Sasebo City:
Social Education Division: Director
Hirado City:
Culture and Tourism Division: Director
Goto City:
Mayor Ofﬁcial Room: Director
Minamishimabara City:
World Heritage Promotion Division: Director
Ojika Town:
Board of Education: Superintendent
Shinkamigoto Town:
World Heritage Promotion Division: Director
Amakusa City:
World Heritage Promotion Division: Director

Supervising organisation

Organisation:
The Agency for Cultural Affairs
Representative:
Commissioner for Cultural Affairs
Division and person in charge:
Monuments and Sites Division: Director

The components
and buffer zones

The components
Advisory organisaand buffer zones
tions

Organisation and representative:
Governor of Nagasaki Prefecture
Superintendent of Nagasaki Prefecture Board of Education
Governor of Kumamoto Prefecture
Superintendent of Kumamoto Prefecture Board of Education
Division and person in charge:
Nagasaki Prefecture Culture, Tourism and International Affairs
Department, World Heritage Registration Promotion Division:
Director
Nagasaki Prefecture Board of Education, Arts and Culture Division: Director
Kumamoto Prefecture Promotion Policy Department, Cultural
Affairs and World Heritage Promotion Division: Director
Kumamoto Prefecture Board of Education, Cultural Division: Director
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(3) Results of previous reporting exercises
With regard to those items that are necessary

ed and stored by the relevant municipalities.

for monitoring purposes, all past and present

They are summarised in the list shown below.

materials and information are properly collect-

Table 6-005 List of materials and documents related to monitoring

Component

Document Title

Author/Editor

Year

Remains of Hara
Castle

Hara Castle IV, Minamishimabara City Cultural
Minamishimabara City
Properties Survey Report

2010

Kasuga Village and
Sacred Places in
Hirado

Preservation Survey Report on the Cultural
Hirado City
Landscape of Hirado Island and Ikitsuki Island

2009

Sakitsu Village in
Amakusa

Preservation Survey Report on the Fishing VilAmakusa City
lage Landscape of Sakitsu in Amakusa

2010

Preservation Survey Report on the Landscape
Shitsu Village in Sowith Terraces Retained by Stonework of Sotome Nagasaki City
tome
in Nagasaki

2012

Villages on
Kuroshima Island

Preservation Survey Report on Cultural LandSasebo City
scape of Kuroshima Island in Sasebo

2011

Remains of Villages
on Nozaki Island

Preservation Survey Report on the Cultural
Ojika Town
Landscape of the Ojika Islands

2012

Villages on Kashiragashima Island

Preservation Survey Report on Stone-built VilShinkamigoto Town
lage Landscape of Sakiura in Shinkamigoto

2011

Villages on Hisaka
Island

Preservation Survey Report on the Cultural
Goto City
Landscape of Hisaka Island in Goto

2011

Oura Cathedral

Survey Report on Oura Cathedral and Its
Nagasaki City
Precincts

2012

Major church buildings included in the
components

Survey Report on the Candidate Buildings for
‘Churches and Christian Sites in Nagasaki’
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Establishing and Managing Systems
In order to pass on the Outstanding Universal
erations, it is necessary to establish and manage

1. The basic policy for all
the components

a system to preserve, manage, enhance, and uti-

The preservation and utilisation of the compo-

lise the property’s components, as well as pre-

nents and the conservation of their surrounding

sentation and conservation of their surround-

environments are presently carried out through

ing environments, as described in Section 1.1.d

close collaboration between the authorities with

of Chapter 1. Owners and custodial bodies of

jurisdiction over relevant ordinances, the own-

the components, as well as governmental and

ers, custodial bodies, local residents, relevant

other relevant organisations, must continue a

religious communities, and organisations that

comprehensive and integrated preservation and

are engaged in preservation and management of

utilisation based on shared understanding of

the components. The relevant municipalities

the Outstanding Universal Value of the nomi-

share information on a regular basis and fre-

nated property and a standardised way of think-

quently hold meetings to cooperate in protect-

ing.

ing the nominated property.

Value of the nominated property to future gen-

This chapter clarifies the approaches used

In order to comprehensively preserve and

to appropriately establish and manage the nec-

utilise the widely dispersed components and

essary systems, and it also outlines the concrete

their surrounding environments as a World

measures employed.

Heritage site or its candidate and to avoid any
risk of mismanagement, the relevant organisations will create a comprehensive preservation
and management system which ensures sufficient coordination and cooperation, based on
expert advice provided by academics. They will
also work together to further strengthen the existing systems.
Under the comprehensive preservation
and management system, the following three
points have been positioned as basic policies:
1. preserve and utilise the nominated property
in accordance with all relevant laws and regulations, etc.;
2. preserve and utilise the nominated property
by incorporating an academic perspective;
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and
3. preserve and utilise the nominated property
through collaboration between the public
and private sectors.
In order to appropriately implement protective measures within the buffer zones, as described in Chapter 5 of the nomination dossier,
the relevant authorities as well as concerned departments in relevant prefectures and municipalities with jurisdiction over the laws and regulations that apply within the buffer zones (see
Figures 4-001 to 4-011 and Table 4-006 in

Chapter 7

Chapter 4 of this Plan) collaborate in order to
ensure that all necessary information is shared
among all parties concerned. With the participation of all of the relevant departments of the
authorities, every concerned governmental organisation becomes aware of its responsibility
to protect the nominated property, which in
turn helps to prevent any negative impact on its
Outstanding Universal Value, and which helps
maintain and enhance the landscapes, ensuring
harmony between the components and their
surrounding environment.

2. Concrete measures
(1) Functions and roles in the system for comprehensive preservation
and management
The ‘World Heritage Preservation and Utilisation Council’ (hereafter referred to as the
‘Council’) was established in 2014 by the relevant municipalities, the owners of the components, and the organisations that are mainly responsible for their protection. The purpose of
the Council is to share information, hold discussions, and build consensus, with a particular
focus on the following matters: the present state
of the nominated property and its surroundings; the preservation and utilisation of its components; the conservation of its surrounding
environment; and the opinions of local residents. The Council has a Working Group that is
tasked with practical matters, such as collecting
all necessary information to ensure the smooth
running of the Council, ascertaining current
conditions, managing progress, and promoting
measures to ensure ongoing collaboration with
local residents and other stakeholders. The

Agency for Cultural Affairs, which is the national agency that has jurisdiction over laws and
regulations relating to the preservation and utilisation of cultural heritage in Japan, participates
in the Council as an observer and offers advice
on the preservation and utilisation of the nominated property and conservation of its surrounding environment. Furthermore, in order
to seek academic advice, the Council established the ‘Nagasaki World Heritage Academic
Committee’ as a specialist advisory committee
composed of ICOMOS members, academics
and other experts, on the basis of the ‘Nagasaki
Prefecture World Heritage Academic Conference’ established in 2007.
Figure 7-001 illustrates the preservation
and management system described above, and
Table 7-001 indicates the functions of its constituent organisations.
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Working Group
prepare and coordinate matters for consultations in the Council
● ascertain conditions regarding implementaion of the Comprehensive Management Plan
● cooperate and coordinate with the relevant state agencies
with jurisdiction over the related laws and regulations
● prepare for the periodic reports that need to be submitted
to the World Heritage Committee
● cooperate with organisations and individuals that are working toward the preservation and utilisation of the nominated property
●

The Council

Working Group
Appendix 6c.

Figure 7-001 Operational network designed to ensure comprehensive preservation and management of the
nominated property
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Table 7-001 Function of each organisation within the comprehensive preservation and management system

World Heritage Preservation
and Utilisation Council

1) Objectives and
functions

a) Monitors the current state of the
components of the nominated
property as a whole, including
their surrounding environment,
and, while collaborating with the
Agency for Cultural Affairs and
other state agencies with jurisdiction over the relevant laws,
discusses the following matters
and aims to build consensus:
● Matters relating to the preservation and utilisation of the components (preservation, management, enhancement, presentation,
and utilisation);
● Matters relating to the conservation of the surrounding environment of the components; and
● Matters related to further developing and operating this system.
b) Holds meetings regarding the periodic reports on the state of conservation of the nominated property that will need to be submitted
to the World Heritage Committee.
c) Coordinates with related organisations that support the preservation and utilisation of the nominated property.

Working Group for the
Nagasaki World
World Heritage Preservation Heritage Academic
and Utilisation Council
Committee
a) Conducts advance preparation and coordination to ensure the smooth functioning of
the Council.
b) Ascertains progress with the
comprehensive preservation
and management plan; in addition, reports on problems
and presents policy proposals
to the Council.
c) Works with the state agency
with jurisdiction over the related laws and coordinates important matters relating to the
preservation and utilisation of
the nominated property and
the conservation of its surrounding environment.
d) Carries out preparations for
periodic reports on the state of
conservation that will need to
be submitted to the World
Heritage Committee.
e) Cooperates with organisations
that are working toward the
preservation and utilisation of
the nominated property.
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Provides to the Council
advice from an academic and specialised perspective on the preservation and utilisation
of the nominated property and the conservation of its surounding
environment.
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World Heritage Preservation
and Utilisation Council
In addition to municipalities responsible for preservation and utilisation
of the nominated property in accordance with the relevant laws and
regulations, the Council is composed of owners of the components, the heads of the organisations engaged in their protection,
and the head of the organisation
(named Churches and Christian
Sites in Nagasaki Information Centre) that cooperates with the owners and is responsible for the
framework for orderly presentation.
Two prefectures, six cities, and
2) Members two towns, specifically Nagasaki
Prefecture, Kumamoto Prefecture,
Nagasaki City, Sasebo City, Hirado
City, Goto City, Minamishimabara
City, Amakusa City, Ojika Town,
and Shinkamigoto Town, participate in this system.
Nagasaki Prefecture and Kumamoto Prefecture play a central
role in holding meetings and managing the Council.
Also, the Agency for Cultural Affairs offers advice to the Council as
an observer.

3) Meeting
times

Chapter 7

Working Group for the
Nagasaki World
World Heritage Preservation Heritage Academic
and Utilisation Council
Committee
The members of the working
group are the constituent members of the Council (the municipalities, the owners of the components, the heads of the responsible sections in the organisations engaged in their protection,
the heads of the organisations
involved in their protection, and
the head of the organisation
(named Churches and Christian
Sites in Nagasaki Information
Centre) that cooperates with the
owners and is responsible for the
framework for orderly presentation.
If necessary, the representatives of local residents and concerned religious communities
who are directly involved in the
preservation and utilisation of the
nominated property and the conservation of its surrounding environment, as well as the related
organisations that are active on
the site, will also participate in
this working group.
Nagasaki Prefecture and Kumamoto Prefecture play a central role in convening and managing this working group.

With the aim of preservation and utilisation
of the nominated property and the conservation of its surrounding environment, this
Committee is composed of academics with
specialised knowledge
in the fields of Christian history, Japanese
history, and architecture, as well as academic fields related to
the preservation of cultural properties and
cultural landscapes.

The Council meets on a regular In principle, the working group
basis and holds additional meet- meets before the Council meets
ings if necessary.
and holds additional meetings if
necessary.

When necessary, the
Council convenes a
meeting of this Committee to seek its advice.
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(2) The role of each constituent organisation
The role of each constituent organisation within

b) Municipalities

the Council and its working group, as well as

All of the relevant municipalities have estab-

the observer, is described below.

lished systems for the preservation and utilisation of the components, and they administer all

a) Nagasaki Prefecture and Kumamoto Pre-

ordinances and other regulations where they

fecture

have jurisdiction appropriately. Furthermore,

Nagasaki Prefecture and Kumamoto Prefecture

they cooperate with Nagasaki Prefecture and

appropriately administer ordinances and other

Kumamoto Prefecture, the owners of the com-

regulations where they have jurisdiction, and

ponents, inhabitants within the nominated

they coordinate closely with related organisa-

property and its buffer zones, other local resi-

tions including the national and municipal

dents, concerned religious communities, and

governments, owners of the components, and

other related organisations in order to provide

the organisations that are mainly responsible

support for the day-to-day preservation and

for protection of the nominated property. They

management carried out by the owners and rel-

monitor and analyse the current state of conser-

evant organisations. They also help raise aware-

vation and address any matters related to the

ness of the local residents regarding the value of

preservation and utilisation of the nominated

the cultural properties. Moreover, the munici-

property which may affect the property and its

palities take various measures for protection,

surrounding environment. Both prefectures

conservation, management, presentation and

have established the necessary systems for

utilisation of the nominated property. As some

implementing such tasks and have been provid-

of the municipalities themselves own the com-

ing technical and financial support to the rele-

ponents or are designated as their custodial

vant municipalities and other organisations.

bodies under the Law for the Protection of Cul-

These prefectures have been playing the main

tural Properties, they are responsible for pre-

role in the implementation of all-embracing

serving and utilising them appropriately. Opin-

preservation, management and research regard-

ions from local residents are communicated

ing the nominated property, and in creating a

through residents’ associations or other organi-

network linking the components, solving prob-

sations to the Enhancement and Utilisation

lems, disseminating information on the nomi-

Committees and other expert councils estab-

nated property as a whole, and taking the

lished by the relevant municipalities for the

necessary measures for the enhancement and

components. The opinions received are collated

utilisation of the nominated property.

and the relevant municipalities then report the
findings to the Council. Based on discussion in
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the Council, the relevant municipalities then

which play central roles in the Council, with

provide information, guidance and advice to

guidance, advice and information on important

the local residents.

matters concerning the preservation and utilisation of the nominated property and conserva-

c) Owners of the component parts and or-

tion of its surrounding environment. It also

ganisations that are engaged in their pro-

offers advice on preparation for the periodic re-

tection

porting on the state of conservation of the nom-

Stakeholders such as the owners of the compo-

inated property that will be requested by the

nents, organisations responsible for the protec-

World Heritage Committee. Also, in accor-

tion of the components, and inhabitants within

dance with the Law for the Protection of Cul-

the nominated property and its buffer zones re-

tural Properties, it provides the owners of the

alise that the cultural properties constitute valu-

components or their custodial bodies appointed

able and irreplaceable heritage not only for

under the said law not only with general advice

themselves but for all humankind. Receiving

on preservation and management of cultural

guidance and support from the national gov-

properties but also technical and financial sup-

ernment, prefectures, and municipalities, they

port for repairs. It also provides guidance to

carry out day-to-day management and mainte-

prevent any acts that may negatively affect the

nance, such as inspection and clean-up activi-

value of the cultural properties when alterations

ties, in order to carefully and appropriately

to the existing state are unavoidable. Moreover,

preserve and pass down the components to fu-

it cooperates with other ministries and agencies

ture generations. Based on close collaboration,

of the national government, and collects infor-

they actively work together with the municipal-

mation on the protection of World Cultural

ities towards better presentation of the value of

Heritage properties in and outside Japan, which

the components to visitors, and towards utilis-

is then made available to the Council in order to

ing the components for related cultural activi-

contribute to the protection of the nominated

ties, by taking opportunities to open the

property.

components to the public to as great an extent
as possible and by buildings a framework for
visitation in a balanced manner.
d) The Agency for Cultural Affairs
The Agency for Cultural Affairs of the national
government plays a major role in the protection
of cultural properties in Japan. It provides Nagasaki Prefecture and Kumamoto Prefecture,

Photo 7-001 ‘World Heritage Preservation and Utilisation Council’
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(3) Collaboration with local residents and other stakeholders and promotion of their participation
In order to appropriately protect and pass on

nents and their surroundings, independently or

the Outstanding Universal Value of the nomi-

in collaboration with both public- and pri-

nated property to future generations, it is neces-

vate-sector actors. The World heritage nomina-

sary not only to ensure its physical protection

tion bid offers a unique opportunity for com-

but also to implement comprehensive conserva-

munity planning. Major contributions are ex-

tion measures that cover its buffer zones as well.

pected from activities initiated by both local

In order to surely and smoothly achieve these

residents and other stakeholders. This involves

goals, measures need to be actively promoted to

not only preservation and management of the

realise an integrated collaboration between the

components, but also improved visitor recep-

public and private sectors, in addition to volun-

tion and site presentation, and the end result

tary activities carried out by local residents.

should contribute to the revitalisation and de-

Therefore, the relevant municipalities are

velopment of the regional society as a whole.

holding a variety of events for local residents,

The relevant municipalities are, therefore, con-

including lecture meetings and training ses-

tinuing to support their activities described be-

sions, aiming to improve the local residents’ un-

low:

derstanding of the value of the nominated
●creating opportunities for local residents to re-

property and further enhance their awareness

ceive information on the components and re-

of the importance of its conservation together

lated cultural properties so that they can make

with its surrounding environment.
Moreover, the relevant municipalities

visitors more aware of the importance of the

build and strengthen close relations with local

precious treasures found in their community;

residents and their associations, and promote

●building a framework for presentation of the
components which maintain a balance be-

their participation in activities for the preservation and utilisation of the nominated property

tween tourism and local residents’ daily life

and conservation of the buffer zones, by invit-

and religious practice;
●creating a framework of financial support for

ing representatives of local residents, concerned

the expenses associated with preserving and

religious communities, and other related organisations to the working group of the Council, as

repairing the components, managing and

needed.

maintaining visitor facilities, and carrying out
new activities;

Currently, non-profit organisations, vol-

●implementing tourism projects to increase

unteer groups, and other organisations are car-

revenue generated from the growing numbers

rying out a variety of activities in the compo-
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of visitors; and
●creating a synchronised framework to both receive visitors and return revenue to the local
communities.

Photo 7-002 Weeding and cleaning by local residents near Egami Church

Table7-002 Major projects involving local residents

Organising body

Major implemented project

Starting
year

Nagasaki Prefecture On-demand Lectures on Prefectural Policies

2010

Kumamoto Prefecture World Heritage Seminars

2012

Minamishimabara City Awareness-raising Projects for Inscription on the World Heritage List

2007

Community Planning Seminars and Workshops

2008

On-demand Lectures for Lifelong Learning and Community Planning

2010

Amakusa City

Community Planning Projects Utilising the Important Cultural Landscape

2008

Nagasaki City

On-demand Lectures on Policies

2010

Sasebo City

Experiential Tours on Kuroshima Island for Families

2010

Ojika Town

Seminars for Local Residents

2010

Shinkamigoto Town

On-demand Lectures on Community Planning

2010

Goto City

World Heritage Seminars

2010

Hirado City
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Photo 7-003 ʻFestivitas Natalisʼ, a festival conveying
the history of interchange with the West
This festival represents European culture during Kirishitan (early
Japanese Catholic) times. This event reproduces European culture
that was introduced around 400 years ago through the ʻSeminary in
Arimaʼ, the first mid-level educational institute founded by the Society of Jesus in Japan.

Photo 7-004 ʻHara Castle Uprising Memorial
Festivalʼ
This festival commemorates victims at the Remains of
Hara Castle, which was a battlefield during the Shimabara-Amakusa Rebellion.
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Table 7-003 Activities organised independently by local residents and projects organised in collaboration
with the public sector

Name of implementing body

Objective and outline of activity

Year of establishment

Location of
activity

Churches and Christian Sites in Nagasaki
Information Centre

This centre provides information on the nominated
property and helps establish a system for orderly
presentation of the components in collaboration with
their owners and relevant stakeholders.

2014

The Nagasaki
region

NPO World Heritage Nagasaki Church
Trust

This organisation carries out projects to raise awareness of the nominated property, preserve it, enhance
its surrounding environments, and maintain a balance between its protection and utilisation.

2007

Nagasaki
Prefecture

NPO Nagasaki Pilgrimage Centre

This centre promotes the ‘Nagasaki Pilgrimage’ as
a journey to learn about and experience the history, culture, and natural features of Nagasaki. Its staff
serve as pilgrimage guides and contribute to the orGHUO\DQGGLJQL¿HGXWLOLVDWLRQRIWKH&KULVWLDQVLWHVLQ
the region.

2008

Nagasaki
Prefecture

Association for Declaring the Nagasaki Church Group a
World Heritage

This association publicises domestically and internationally the history, architecture, and cultural
landscapes of the churches of great value that were
constructed against the background of a long history
of Christianity in the Nagasaki region

2001

Nagasaki
Prefecture

Minamishimabara
City Citizens Collaboration Conference for
World Heritage

This conference provides information, publishes
books, and holds various events including symposia
and hands-on learning sessions, in order to hand
down Christian sites located within the city to future
generations.

2007

Minamishimabara
City

Minamishimabara
Guide Association,
Arima-no-Sato

7KLV DVVRFLDWLRQ HVWDEOLVKHG E\ ¿YH JXLGH JURXSV
within the city, provides opportunities for local guides
to share information and improve their skills at explaining the attractiveness and history of the city to
others.

2014

Minamishimabara
City

Kanna-no-kai Association

This association aims to revitalise the city by hosting
the Hara Castle Uprising Memorial Festival, in which
participants mourn and honour the victims of the
Shimabara-Amakusa Rebellion.

1999

Minamishimabara
City

Executive Committee
for Hara Castle Uprising Memorial Festival

This committee aims to revitalise the city through
the Hara Castle Uprising Memorial Festival, in which
participants mourn and honour the victims of the
Shimabara-Amakusa Rebellion.

1992

Minamishimabara
City

Arima Historical Research Society

This society cooperates in learning programmes intended for local elementary and junior high school
students, clean-ups, and other events designed to
raise awareness regarding the history of the city and
its natural surroundings.

1992

Minamishimabara
City

Minamishimabara
City Executive Committee for Winter Festival

This committee helps to deepen the understanding
of the local history by holding an event called Festivitas Natalis, which focuses on the exchanges with
Europe four centuries ago.

1997

Minamishimabara
City
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Objective and outline of activity

Year of establishment

Location of
activity

Minamishimabara
City Choir, Chorus
Angelicus

This group helps to raise awareness of local history and culture by holding Western music concerts,
including Gregorian hymns that the early Jesuits
taught at its educational institution, the Seminary of
Arima.

2000

Minamishimabara
City

Yasuman-no-sato
Kasuga-ko Association

This association creates maps and welcomes bus
tours, as well as holding various events such as
experiential farming programmes, with the aim of
promoting sustainable community development by
utilising regional resources in Kasuga Village.

2011

Hirado City

Hirado Tourism
Welcome Guides

These guides introduce visitors to the attractive history, culture, natural surroundings, and townscape of
Hirado. They are also engaged in research on trends
in the tourism industry, development of tourist attractions, capacity building, and information provision.

1999

Hirado City

Ikitsuki Volunteer
Guide Association

This association provides information and guide
service on the history, nature, Kakure Kirishitan communities, and other topics in Hirado.

2003

Hirado City

Ikitsuki Gateway
Revitalisation Conference

This conference carries out various activities including workshops to develop high-value-added products,
trial cruise tours to Nakaenoshima Island directed towards its successful inclusion on the World Heritage
List, and the creation of local excursion maps.

2013

Hirado City

Operation Conference for Community-Planning in
Yamada and Tachiura
Areas

All the residents in the southern part of Ikitsuki Island
participate in this conference to promote revitalisation in their own communities.

2016

Hirado City

Tomitsu Area Promotion Association

This association contributes to collaborative community development by sharing information on issues
related to developments in the Sakitsu and Imatomi
areas, as well as through clean-up and guide activities.

2006

Amakusa
City

General Incorporated
Association, Father
de Rotz’s House

This association conducts activities designed to
convey the love and spirit of service of Father Marc
Marie de Rotz, who devoted himself to the development of Sotome.

2013

Nagasaki
City

Sotome Community
Planning Conference

This conference carries out community-planning activities involving local residents, aiming at protection
of the natural environment and cultural properties of
Sotome, as well as the creation of comfortable and
vibrant communities.

2010

Nagasaki
City

Sotome Historic Site
Celebration Association, Pasuka-no-sato

Visiting places related to the early pioneers of Sotome, this association aims at sharing the joy of
Easter and conveying the history of Christianity in the
area by holding pilgrimages to historic sites.

2012

Nagasaki
City

Name of implementing body
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Objective and outline of activity

Year of establishment

Location of
activity

Sotome Tourism
Volunteer Guide
Association

This association conducts research and development studies of tourism resources, and provides
guiding services for tourists while safeguarding regional resources.

2005

Nagasaki
City

Ferme de Sotome

Learning from Father de Rotz’s frontier spirit, this
group aims at improving the lives of agricultural
households and contributing to regional revitalisation
by supporting volunteer activities and production of
local specialities.

1983

Nagasaki
City

Nagasaki Sotome
and Vaux-sur-Aure
Sister City Committee

This committee carries out cultural exchanges such
as language and cooking courses to promote sister-city relationships with Vaux-sur-Aure in France,
the hometown of Father de Rotz.

1979

Nagasaki
City

Saruku Guides
(General Incorporated Association,
Nagasaki International Tourism and
Convention Association)

This association registers volunteer guides for Nagasaki Saruku walking tours. At present, 185 members
are registered as guides for walking tours in the
neighbourhood of Oura Cathedral, and four members for walking tours in the Sotome area.

1954

Nagasaki
City

Association for Townscape Preservation
of Minami Yamate
District

This association strives to develop a comfortable
and unique city through protection and enhancement
of the environment within the nationally designated
Preservation District for Groups of Traditional Buildings.

1992

Nagasaki
City

Association for
Historic Site Preservation in Kuroshima

This association raises awareness amongst residents on Kuroshima Island by organising clean-up
activities for cultural properties. It also provides guide
services for visitors.

1999

Sasebo City

Association for Lifelong Learning
Promotion in Kuroshima

This association promotes lifelong learning for community development through enhancement of daily
life, culture, social welfare, and the natural environment on Kuroshima Island.

1988

Sasebo City

NPO Ojika Island
Tourism

This association is engaged in training personnel for
experiential tourism, transmitting local culture, and
conserving the natural environment so as to promote
a new form of travel that allows participants to enjoy
the daily life and characteristic features of the town.

2007

Ojika Town

Ojika Town Volunteer
Cleaning Group for
Cultural Properties

This group helps to protect cultural properties in the
town as a source of pride for local communities. It
conducts clean-up activities so as to protect and preserve them for future generations.

2012

Ojika Town

Kamigoto Hometown
Guide Association

This association provides a guide service to welcome
visitors, provide hospitality and satisfy their curiosity,
while safeguarding regional resources including the
natural environment, history and culture of the town.

2006

Shinkamigoto Town

Name of implementing body
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Name of implementing body

Objective and outline of activity

Year of establishment

Location of
activity

Citizens Movement
for Development of
the Goto Islands and
World Heritage

This organisation holds workshops on the Christian
history and conducts clean-up activities for churches,
involving all relevant groups and individuals, so as to
strengthen relationships among them.

2013

Goto City

NPO DONDON Naru

This organisation aims at enhancing the natural
charms of the Goto Islands and creating opportunities
for exchanges between visitors and local residents
through experiential tourism making use of Goto’s
rich natural environment.

2005

Goto City

Goto City Hospitality
Guide Liaison Council

This council was established by four guide groups
within the city. It provides opportunities for local
guides to exchange information and improve their
skills, thereby enhancing the attractiveness and hospitality of the city.

2014

Goto City
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