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The Saudi Commission for Tourism and National Heritage, in
coordination with Al-Ahsa Municipality, has actively pursued
the definition of new sustainable policies for the preservation
and development of Al-Ahsa Oasis, acting to ensure their
coherence with the developing World Heritage Nomination.
This second volume of Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving Cultural
Landscape UNESCO nomination presents the management
mechanisms and regulations currently in place and their
planned evolution in the framework of the nomination for
inscription on the World Heritage List. It includes the Guidelines
for the Management Plan, the recently completed surveys of the
major architectural features, and the main laws and decisions
permitting its maintenance and preservation.
The Management Plan Guidelines represent the first step in the
definition of a new, more comprehensive strategy for the
sustainable and heritage-centred development of Al-Ahsa Oasis
and its landscape. The up-graded management mechanisms
proposed in this document are still in a developing phase: new
staff is being hired and working methods are evolving to meet
higher standards. Further efforts and administrative adjustments
are still needed to fine-tune the current mechanisms, yet, the
evolution of the management structure proposed in this volume
represents a significant step forward in the definition of an
integrated management system for the World Heritage
candidate site.
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SCTH will spare no effort to support the Municipality of Al-Ahsa,
the Site Management Unit and the ensemble of the local
stakeholders in their daily work for the oasis. SCTH and the Site
Management Unit will notably strive to ensure that heritage
preservation and sustainable development become the guiding
principles for the future development of the property and that
the values and principles of the World heritage Convention are
shared with all concerned stakeholders.
We are committed to the preservation of Al-Ahsa Oasis, an
Evolving Cultural Landscape and to implementing a sustainable
and sensitive development strategy capable to preserve the
delicate oasis eco-system and to respect international standards
and conventions.

Prof. Ali I. Al-Ghabban
Vice-President
Executive Director of the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques Cultural Care Program
Saudi Commission for Tourism and National Heritage

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
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In the past two years, the Government of Saudi Arabia has paid
an increasing attention to the preservation and development of
its rich and diverse cultural heritage. In May 2014, the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Program for Attention to
the Cultural Heritage of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was
officially approved, stressing the Kingdom’s concern for the
development of national tourism and for enhancing the status
of national cultural heritage as an important national resource.
The Director-General of UNESCO, Ms Irina Bokova, has
described this program as “an ambitious national project that
aims to raise the people’s awareness on the Saudi history, and
seeks to protect and restore ancient archaeological sites. It also
serves the rehabilitation and development, and ensures the
optimal operation of Saudi museums.”
The institutional commitment of the highest authorities of the
Kingdom, and the personal interest of His Majesty King Salman
bin Abdul-Aziz for the preservation and revitalization of
national heritage, have led to the allocation of unprecedented
budgets to the SCTH to permit the implementation of its
ambitious program.
These favourable conditions are an exceptional opportunity for
the preservation and sustainable development of Al-Ahsa Oasis,
an Evolving Cultural Landscape and for the definition of new
development principles and strategies capable to contribute to
local wellbeing and to meet UNESCO standards.

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Beside the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Program
presented above, another extremely important document
emphasises the renewed attention of the Saudi Government for
its heritage. On April 2016, The Saudi Council of Ministers,
under the chairmanship of the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman, endorsed Saudi Arabia’s “2030 Vision”
drafted by the Council of Economic and Development Affairs.
This far-reaching strategic document expresses the long-term
goals and expectations of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for the
next 15 years. Included in the “2030 Vision” document are the
following statements, referring to the role and relevance of
heritage in the future of the Kingdom, that are of particular
relevance for the preservation and development of Saudi
cultural heritage in general, and for the nomination of Al-Ahsa
Oasis, an Evolving Cultural Landscape in particular:
•

“Members of this society … are proud of their national
identity and their ancient cultural heritage.”

•

“We will establish more museums, prepare new tourist
and historical sites and cultural venues, and improve
the pilgrimage experience within the Kingdom.”

•

“We take immense pride in the historical and cultural
legacy of our Saudi, Arab, and Islamic heritage. Our
land was, and continues to be, known for its ancient
civilizations and trade routes at the crossroads of global
trade. This heritage has given our society the cultural
richness and diversity it is known for today. We
recognize the importance of preserving this
sophisticated heritage…”

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
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•

“We will continue to work on the restoration of
national, Arab, Islamic and ancient cultural sites and
strive to have them registered internationally to make
them accessible to everyone and, in the process, create
cultural events and build world-class museums which
will attract visitors from near and far. This will create a
living witness to our ancient heritage, showcasing our
prominent place in history and on the map of
civilizations.”

beyond, and could contribute to the international debate on the
conservation and sustainable development of historic urban and
natural landscapes.

43/;;;;;;15(,).:15
The nomination of Al-Ahsa, Oasis an Evolving Cultural
Landscape marks a new step in Saudi Arabian approach to
World Heritage. It is the first Saudi “cultural landscape”
nominated, covering a large surface and hosting a substantial
number of residents within the nominated property and its
buffer zone.
This new challenge for the Kingdom, however, is part of an
extraordinary drive towards the preservation and revitalization
of national heritage fully endorsed and supported by His
Majesty King Salman and by the ensemble of the Saudi
Government that bodes well for the preservation and
management of the nominated property. The availability of
funds, and the full political support, will permit to design and
implement all the necessary steps and projects already outlined
in these Management Guidelines and the ones that will be
identified in the coming months. It is hoped that the Oasis of
Al-Ahsa could become an international reference for the
preservation of living cultural landscapes in desert context and
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legislative, regulatory, and institutional measures for Al-Ahsa
Oasis conservation at the central and local government levels.

034;;;;;;28.85676:15

The reinforcement of the human resources of both Al-Ahsa
Municipality and Al-Ahsa SCTH branch, and the establishment
of regular training programs for the ensemble of the personnel
involved in the oasis management, are key priorities to be
tackled in the coming months. A larger and more qualified staff
will permit the regular monitoring of the property according to
the strategy outlined in chapter 6 of the nomination, and favour
the implementation of the revitalization and conservation
strategy briefly described in the next chapter.

The authenticity of the nominated property relates to the
preservation and continuous vitality of the oasis, with its palm
groves, water canals and urban settlements. The communities
living in and around the oasis perceive Al-Ahsa Oasis, an
Evolving Cultural Landscape as an authentic and unique
environment and a source of pride, giving residents of Al-Ahsa
a direct and intimate connection with their long history and
underlining their cultural identity.
UNESCO Management Plans aim at emphasizing a series of
elements that could verify the effectiveness of the strategies put
forth for the property notably relative to the:
•

Shared understanding of the property by all
stakeholders;

•

The proper supervision of the cycle of planning,
implementing, monitoring and evaluating the actions

•

The allocation of financial and human resources

The objective of these site management guidelines is to favour
ecologically and culturally sustainable use of the nominated
property, respecting the property’s natural and cultural
landscapes, its built environment, as well as its intangible
heritage.
The Nomination File has identified the main attributes that
convey the Outstanding Universal Value of this unique
landscape; these Guidelines aim to contribute to reinforce

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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These Guidelines do not include yet a precise list of the
personnel required, but, pointing out the importance of
strengthening local capacities, they draw all concerned
stakeholders’ attention to the tasks they will need to realize in
the near future to meet the challenges resulting from applying
for World Heritage Status.

030;;;;;;9,9#.7;7.:.;)6.675&:5;5:!82.7,; 7,)8
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Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving Cultural Landscape is a serial cultural
property constituted of twelve components covering an area of
85 km2. It is an organically evolved landscape that developed
by association with, and in response to, its natural environment,
and an example of continuing landscape retaining an active
social role in the Al-Ahsa contemporary society. The association
between the large watered date palm groves and the urban
environment creates an exceptional cultural landscape
presenting, through its continuous practice, a unique evolution

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape
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of an ancient cultural tradition, bearing testimony to the
sedentary human occupation of the area throughout the
millennia and to its evolving sustainability until the present day.
The main attributes supporting the three criteria proposed for
inscription on the World Heritage List include tangible
architectural elements — notably the successive fortresses and
religious sites of the different rulers of the area in the past 500
years — and agricultural and landscape elements that have
shaped the oasis landscape throughout the millennia. Tangible
elements are complemented by the persistence of intangible
elements, including songs, music, food, and social practices that
are still present in Al-Ahsa and that characterize the life of the
local community until today.
The main tangible attributes expressing the OUV of Al-Ahsa
Oasis, an Evolving Cultural Landscape are:
-

Oasis gardens and irrigated plots,

-

2.5 million date palm trees,

-

“Urban oasis” of As-Seef,

-

Historic elements pre-dating the 1970s hydraulic
works,

-

Modern network of canals,

-

Archaeological sites,

-

Main historic buildings,

-

Natural environment of Al-Asfar Lake,

-

Giant-Oasis urban landscape.

To guarantee that mechanisms for their preservation and
development are in place is the task of the Management Plan.

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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These guidelines are an opportunity for a first review of the
situation and of the new administrative solutions that have been
defined to improve the oasis management system and the
coordination among the stakeholders. Notably, the “Preliminary
Action Plan”, presented in Chapter 4, proposes a first set of
actions relative to the ensemble of the attributes of the property,
from garden plots to city parcels, from natural landscapes to
archaeological sites.
The preservation of the complex eco-system of Al-Ahsa Oasis,
an Evolving Cultural Landscape could be achieved only if the
ensemble of the concerned stakeholders, and the civil society
at large, will be able to develop a new sensitivity and to adopt
a new approach to development where sustainability and
culture, in a broad sense, play a larger role. This is inevitably a
long process that will develop over time; the Management
Guidelines are an important first step of this process.

03/;;;;;;!827,,;1#8285(8
The Management Plan Guidelines are in conformity with
existing plans and strategies already defined by central and local
authorities, and result from interdisciplinary efforts paid by a
large number of stakeholders involved in their definition. The
management meetings and seminar organized during the
elaboration of the nomination dossier, and the management
system proposed for the property, assure that the development
strategies being designed for Al-Ahsa Oasis respect the World
Heritage Convention principles, and that the authenticity and
the integrity of Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving Cultural Landscape
are preserved.
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The importance and the continuity of central and local
government support policies to preserve the agricultural
function of the oasis in the past, the “double” role of the SCTH
— that is in charge of both tourism development and heritage
protection — and the long-term resilience of the property —
that developed continuously evolving and continuously
modifying its landscape to adapt to climatic changes — are
positive signals for the long-term preservation of Al-Ahsa Oasis,
an Evolving Cultural Landscape.
However, the very attention paid by the Saudi government for
the development of the oasis and its revitalization requires that
effective management and monitoring mechanisms be set in
place to verify, and eventually correct, the impact of the plans
on the sustainability of the fragile oasis landscape.
The mechanisms proposed in the next pages are a first attempt
to better control and manage the site while answering to the
needs of the residents and of the authorities. It is understood
that in the coming months and years — especially in case of
inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List — they will be
updated and reinforced to adapt progressively to the needs of
the property and of the local community.
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The main scope of a management plan in the framework of the
World Heritage nomination process is to set out what is the
outstanding significance of a site in order to determine the
actions necessary to protect and manage its attributes and
guarantee their long-term preservation.
The Management Plan Guidelines for Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape intend to define a policy planning and an
institutional framework capable to meet UNESCO requirements
for World Heritage properties.
The elaboration of a Management Plan for Al-Ahsa Oasis, an
Evolving Cultural Landscape is part of a global development
project being prepared by the Saudi Government and Al-Ahsa
Municipality for the Eastern Province; and it is an important step
on a very long journey, which began when prehistoric groups
first settled in the area and began actively transforming the
landscape to create the oasis more than 5.000 years ago. Today,
the nominated property and its buffer zone form a dynamic
agricultural and urban environment, home to some 100.000
people, which could become the focus of a new sustainable
agricultural development and the heart of a new model of
economic development, where cultural tourism could play an
essential role.
It is Al-Ahsa Municipality’s responsibility — under the
supervision of the SCTH — to preserve and develop Al-Ahsa
Oasis, an Evolving Cultural Landscape World Heritage candidate
site embracing its millenary past and planning its sustainable
future.
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The nominated property is not just a cultural and natural feature,
nor a simple ensemble of agricultural palm groves, but is — and
should remain — a lively and complex eco-system where
natural, agricultural and urban elements mingle and contribute
to its very existence. The World Heritage nominated property
should preserve its outstanding natural features and its
agricultural vitality, while developing as a modern urban
environment. The management of such a vast landscape
ensemble aims to control and direct change, favouring its
sustainable evolution and avoiding alterations that could
jeopardize its outstanding values.
The strategies and policies identified in the Management
Guidelines should be verified and approved via public and
technical seminars and workshops. They should acknowledge
not only the will of Al-Ahsa Municipality and of the central
Saudi Government, but also the aspirations of single individuals
and organisations, to contribute to and participate in managing
the future development of this vast cultural landscape that is
source of local pride and is intimately connected to the very
identity of the city and of the region.
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Al-Ahsa Municipality commit
themselves to comply with the requirements of the World
Heritage Convention. The World Heritage nominated property
management system will ensure a more effective coordination
among the various concerned stakeholders at the municipal and
governorate levels with the technical support of Saudi and
international experts members of the Advisory Scientific
Committee that is being established according to what
presented in chapter 5 of the Nomination File.

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

4/

-

+454*6+65. )045
*1$60156/

/30;;;;;;9: .;1;6#8;7578 856;,75
The Municipality of Al-Ahsa and the Saudi Commission for
Tourism and National Heritage are developing a new
comprehensive plan for the preservation and revitalization of
the ensemble of the oasis landscape. This second volume of the
nomination file presents the key strategies elaborated by the
Saudi national and local institutions in charge of the daily
management of the site.
The current management system of the nominated property is
detailed in chapter 5 of the Nomination File for inscription of
Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving Cultural Landscape on the World
Heritage List.
The Management Plan Guidelines identify a preliminary set of
goals for the nominated property that are briefly listed below:
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-

Protect Al-Ahsa Oasis Outstanding Universal Values,
and promote its sustainable development

-

Ensure that its unique qualities and its global
significance are understood in order to conserve and
to safeguard its landscape, agricultural, cultural, and
historical assets.

-

Agree and co-ordinate actions between stakeholders
through the medium of management mechanisms
defining responsibilities, principles and policies.

-

Ensure that Al-Ahsa Oasis continues to be a living
cultural landscape and an agricultural and urban
environment meeting residents’ needs and respecting
the World Heritage Site’s significance.

-

Foster pride, awareness and understanding in Al-Ahsa
and Saudi population, and make it accessible, inclusive
and enjoyable for all.

-

Make Al-Ahsa Oasis World heritage Site an example of
sustainable living cultural landscape.

/3/;;;;;;28,: :572;156856;1;6#8;7578 856
,75
The long-term protection and sustainable management of AlAhsa Oasis, an Evolving Cultural Landscape can be achieved
addressing the following issues in the framework of a
coordinated management system for the property:
-

Increasing awareness among local communities on the
significance (OUV) of the property and on the
importance of fulfilling World Heritage obligations;

-

Developing an overall sustainable development
strategy for the property;

-

Reinforcing the involvement of local communities in
the implementation of the management system;

-

Strengthening human and financial resources of the
administrative structure in charge of the management
of the property;

-

Coordinating the activities of the main stakeholders
concerned by the preservation and development of the
property and avoiding overlapping jurisdictional
arrangements and levels of administration;

-

Training of staff involved in heritage management and
interpretation and in urban planning;

-

Promoting and controlling the development of cultural
tourism without jeopardizing the site values;

-

Ensuring regular monitoring;

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
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-

Improving the interpretation and valorisation of the
property adapting current visitor facilities into an
effective and well-designed interpretation centre
appropriately presenting the property;

-

Encouraging research on the values of the property;

-

Establishing/reinforcing partnerships with international
bodies for the development of high-quality
archaeological research;

-

Elaborate a risk preparedness plan.

/3+3;;;;;9& :5:.6276:!8;62)(6)28;
The site is currently managed by Al-Ahsa Municipality and AlHassa Irrigation and Drainage Authority (HIDA) in coordination
with: SCTH (conservation and restoration of historic buildings,
but also definition and implementation of cultural tourism
policies and plans), Ministry of Agriculture, Awqaf, and Ministry
of Interior and safety and security bodies.
The new “Higher Committee” established in the framework of
the nomination reinforces the coordination already existing
among these bodies, closely monitors and follows-up the
actions undertaken in the oasis (in and around the property),
and verifies their compatibility with the preservation of the OUV
of the oasis cultural landscape. The management scheme
foresees also the active involvement of the local community
through the coordination on the field with local associations
and community leaders, and with technical associations of AlAhsa engineers, academics, and researchers.
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The nomination of the cultural landscape of Al-Ahsa Oasis for
inscription on the World Heritage List imposes some
modification of the current management structure of the area.
While until now the main responsibility was taken by HIDA
technical organization, the new approach aims at directing the
evolution of the landscape in a more comprehensive way, taking
into consideration the ensemble of the attributes that contribute
to the definition of its OUV. In order to deal with the property
from such a comprehensive perspective, a new management
committee, the “Higher Committee for the Management of AlAhsa Oasis”, has been established to favour the exchange of
expertise and the understanding of the property significance
among the major local and national stakeholders.

i) The Higher Committee

On 19/12/2016 was established the “Higher Committee for the
Management of Al-Ahsa Oasis”, headed by His Highness the
Governor of Al-Ahsa, marking the first formal step in the
definition of a new management system for the property (cf.
Governor’s Decision, original and English translation, in the
Appendix). The Higher Committee is composed by:
-

H.E Mayor of Al-Ahsa (Vice-Chairman);

-

H.E Director General of Irrigation and Drainage
Authority in Al-Ahsa;

-

H.E Director of the Ministry of Agriculture branch in
Al-Ahsa province;

-

D.G of the Saudi Commission for Tourism and National
Heritage Branch in Al-Ahsa Province;

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
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-

Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce in Al-Ahsa
province;

-

Members of the local community.

The Higher Committee formally approves and ratifies the
preliminary list of Actions to be carried out in the coming
months that is presented in the next paragraph. The Higher
Committee is notably entrusted with the following tasks:
-

Follow-up the implementation of all adopted policies
within Al-Ahsa oasis, according to recommendations
suggested by Al-Ahsa Oasis Site Management Unit;

-

Monitor the implementation of the planned initiatives
and projects to be developed in and around Al-Ahsa
oasis (according to the preliminary Action Plan
presented in the Management Guidelines for Al-Ahsa
oasis submitted to UNESCO);

-

Monitor the implementation of
maintenance strategy for the Oasis;

medium-term

The new Committee replaces and institutionalizes the existing
committees and the informal meetings devoted to the Oasis
daily management and to the coordination with the
Stakeholders that already take place. It is understood that the
number of its members, and its very tasks, will progressively
evolve to adapt to the needs of the property.
An “Advisory Scientific Committee” will support the Higher
Committee in his decisions and provide, whenever necessary,
scientific back-up on matters relating to the oasis ecosystem and
preservation.
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The SCTH headquarters in Riyadh and the National Urban
Heritage Centre, will provide specific support in relation with
architectural and urban conservation projects and development
plans, and favour the liaison with the other Saudi Word Heritage
Properties and with UNESCO World Heritage Centre for all
scientific and World Heritage Convention-related initiatives.

added to follow-up the implementation of Micro-Tourism plans
and the Awareness and Outreach actions.

In the Appendix are presented the texts, decisions and decrees
approved by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for the preservation
of the nominated property Outstanding Universal Value and for
the management of the property.

ii) Site Management Unit

The second element of the new strategy that has already been
approved at the institutional level and will become operational
in the coming months, is the creation of a Site Management Unit
within Al-Ahsa Municipality, under the direct authority of H.E.
the Mayor of Al-Ahsa (who is also the Vice-Chairman of the
Higher Committee overseeing the management of Al-Ahsa
Oasis World Heritage nominated property). The head of the
SMU is appointed by the Mayor and will act as Site Manager of
the property.
The new Municipal structure, with a limited but qualified staff,
will be in charge of coordinating and implementing all projects
within the nominated property and its buffer zone. The Site
Management Unit (SMU) will work in close coordination with
SCTH Al-Ahsa office, but also with the local offices of Police
and security and with the Waqf administration of Al-Ahsa.
The figure in the next page presents the new organizational
chart of Al-Ahsa Municipality with the SMU directly depending
form the Mayor's office.
Al-Ahsa Governorate Decision establishing the SMU identifies
three sectors of activity that will be dealt with by the new
structure: Irrigation, Agriculture and Cultural/Urban Heritage.
In the coming months, it is likely that two more sections will be
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The attributes conveying the OUV of the property have been
identified in the Nomination File and are the main elements to
be managed and preserved. A series of “Actions” aiming at
preserving and strengthening the Oasis attributes has been
identified. These “Actions” concern the ensemble of the property
and of the local stakeholders. Their implementation in the
coming years will constitute a major achievement and prove the
effectiveness of the strategy for the preservation and
revitalization of Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving Cultural Landscape.
The property management strategy being developed promotes
awareness-raising initiatives to present the oasis Outstanding
Universal Value to the local communities and the training and
upgrading of the capacities of the personnel involved in heritage
management, and supports scientific researches on the property,
and the creation of interpretation centres. It is expected that
these activities will contribute to the long-term sustainability of
the oasis generating a virtuous circle. In this framework, cultural
and eco-tourism projects, respectful of the attributes and of the
values of the property, can play a positive role and contribute
to the preservation and long-term protection of the property.

•

National Urban Heritage Centre (NUH): Traditional
villages and historic urban neighbourhoods

•

Al-Ahsa Municipality, Governorate, HIDA, etc.: Oasis/
Landscape initiatives

•

Al-Ahsa Municipality, Al-Ahsa Governorate: Urban and
oasis regulations and legal framework

•

SCTH with Al-Ahsa Governorate: Cultural Tourism
initiatives

Twelve initiatives have received a preliminary green light by the
Saudi authorities and will be implemented in the coming
months/years. The tables in the next pages schematically present
each project with a preliminary implementation timeframe. A
more complete and developed “Action Plan”, detailing each
project, their financing mechanisms, and their actual
implementation on the field, will be presented as
complementary information to UNESCO during the year 2017.

Chapter 5 briefly outlines the Scope and a preliminary Project
Outline for Activity N°1, the creation of Al-Ahsa Oasis GeoCultural Park.

Most of the planned initiatives have already been formally
approved by the concerned local and national level institutions
and will be funded and launched in the coming months. For
clarity, they are divided into groups depending from separate
authorities:
•
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Saudi Commission for Tourism and National Heritage
(SCTH): Archaeological and heritage sites
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trans-Arabian commercial network and acquired an exceptional
significance in early Islamic period.

*343;;;;;(1'8;1;6#8;21 8(6

The area of Jawatha, however, had to face difficult
environmental conditions, and the traces of its long past are
buried under the sands that have progressively taken over the
area. The very history of the site, from success to decay and
abandonment, is a unique “story” offering an exceptional
overview of human’s fight against desertification and a perfect
case study to present proper techniques of management of ecosystems in danger that could become an amazing attraction for
the Saudi and international public.

The project aims to create a cognitive synthesis of the cultural
and historical reality of the oasis open to the public and
completely accessible.
The project previews: study and research on the field;
archaeological restoration and eco-system management;
interpretation centre; routes; signage; touristic facilities.
The project actions will provide:
-

Visibility of the outstanding Al-Ahsa values;

-

Full immersion experiences trough all the stages that
characterize Al-Ahsa landscape evolution;

-

Examples of correct management of the oasis and best
practice for the arid areas.

*303;;;;;!82!:8;1;6#8;:68
For its geographical, historical, and environmental
characteristics the area of Jawatha represents a synthesis of all
the specificities of Al-Ahsa Oasis.
Archaeological documentation proves that it was an important
area of civilization since the highest antiquity, but it started to
weaken from the beginning of the 10th c. BCE. Inhabited since
pre-historic periods, including Neolithic and early bronze, the
city prospered during the 5th and 4th century BCE, gained
regional relevance in the 3rd and 2nd centuries BCE as part of the
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i) Location and Geography

Located in the heart of Al-Ahsa oasis, the site is delimited on
the West by the typical hill system of Al-Ahsa oasis, on the South
by large palm groves, on the East by the sabkha and evaporation
lake of Al-Asfar, and on the North by the Jafurah Desert,
progressively taking over the area with its drifting sand dunes.
The location follows the topography of the oasis, sloping
towards the north and east, and through it passed the drainage
waters following the natural slope that gather in Al-Asfar Lake,
likely the famous Hajar Lake mentioned by ancient historians
who described a 3-miles lake with stagnant water in front of AlAhsa and Hajar settlements.

ii) Historic importance

Jawatha lies at the heart of the ancient Hajar and its territory
gained a strategic relevance in the southern part of ancient
“Bahrain” overlooking both sea and land trade roads. In this
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area developed a succession of settlements from the Stone Age
until the emergence of commercial towns in eastern Arabia and
the rise of Islam.
Its exceptional development is likely related to the famous site
of Al-Jarha (Gerrha) that was probably located within Al-Ahsa
Oasis. Jawatha flourished during Alexander of Macedon’s
invasion of the East (335 to 324 BCE) and during the Seleucid
and Parthian periods, but was affected by the transformation of
the trade routes imposed by the Romans. Archaeological
evidence includes numerous types of burial mounds (tumuli) on
the highlands North and West of Jawatha confirming the
existence of archaeological settlements still buried under the
sand. Preliminary researches have identified ancient trade roads,
connecting the site with different centres of civilization inside
and outside the Eastern Province, with stone piles marking the
path of caravan roads.
Its historic relevance can be summarized as follows:
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-

It is one of the oldest settlements in eastern Arabia;

-

Its prosperity is linked to major centres of civilization
inside and outside Arabia;

-

It was one of the commercial road stations in Eastern
Arabia before Islam and in the early Islamic period;

-

Its prosperity was strictly connected to the evolution of
commercial roads from the regional centres;

-

Its distinctive topography made it an ideal location for
the establishment of a fort for Bani Abd Al-Qais;

-

It was a centre of civilization and settlement coinciding
with the mission of Prophet Mohammad, and its
importance had increased with Islam;

-

Its fall tells an extraordinary story of the role of desert
ecology and of the fate of civilizations.

iii) Hydraulic and environmental relevance

In the western part of Jawatha, are found remains of historic
agricultural practices demonstrated by structures of an ancient
irrigation system. Jawatha was an important agricultural area
connected to running water sources. Next to Ash-Shu’bah and
Bureiqah mountains have been identified remains of the famous
“Muhallem River” (often referred to in ancient descriptions of
Bahrain and Hajar territories) and evidences of water
canalisations. Settlements were located closer to the highlands
and the agricultural area was located West of the residential
area.
From the environmental point of view, the site of Jawatha
concentrates all the problems and challenges of the oasis and
the site has been subjected to shifting sands since the 10th
century, causing the progressive disappearance of agricultural
lands. The site contains remains of the successive traditional
sand stabilization works carried out by farmers to protect their
farms.
Until the mid 20th century, the continuous sand movement lead
the loss of about two hectares of agricultural lands per year. To
counter this process, the Ministry of Agriculture launched a
“Sand Stabilization Project” to protect agricultural lands and
water resources, improve weather conditions and humidity
rates, maintain agricultural soil, eliminate marshes, and enhance
the farmers’ status.
Four lines of defence were established with local rush trees
(Cyanoophlla, Acacia, Jull-Flora, Prosopis, Aphylia, Tamarix)
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stretching from the east to the west to Al-`Umran village at the
north-eastern side. The area of the project is fenced and
managed by Al-Ahsa National Park.

*3/3;;;;;28,: :572;21 8(6;287&15
The project is divided into four thematic components:
1)

In search of the lost origins

2)

The source of life: Gardens and canals

3)

The oasis experience to face global challenges

4)

Landscape, community and social life

Each theme should be developed with specific actions: studies,
research on the field, story telling, centre of interpretations,
visits, organization of touristic routes. The main field of
interventions are:

New methods to control the sands will be implemented based
on the experience from desert and oasis tradition. The 1970s
sand stabilization project will be re-assessed and new
approaches will be identified, planned and implemented.
Visitor centre

A full immersive experience based on holograms and 3D
representations will be created in a new purposely-created
Visitors’ Centre, presenting the ancient history of Al-Ahsa and
the efforts of the human community to create suitable
landscapes and living conditions. A series of itineraries across
the oasis will be defined, established and presented to the
public.
Actions:

-

Documentation

-

Archaeological Survey and Geo-radar

Archaeology

-

3D representations

The existent archaeological studies will be used to realize a new
interpretation of the area. Through new investigation on the field
it will be possible to realize an updated archaeological map of
the site, and to identify new areas for future excavations.

-

Restoration and visualization project

-

Oasis garden design

-

Interpretation centre design

-

Exhibit design

Gardens

-

Itineraries

-

Signage

-

Visual identity

-

Facilities

A traditional oasis garden will be created. Visitors will be able
to experience the traditional three-level agricultural system of
the oases (vegetables, orchards, date-palm). All kinds of
traditional hydraulic devices found in Al-Ahsa will be
reproduced and presented within the site.
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Resolution No. 28863 - 21/07/1435 A.H (21/05/2014
A.D)

-

SCTH, official letter, n°4877, dated 19/03/1438 A.H
19/12/2016

-

Decision by HH the Governor of Al-Ahsa n° 1/2827
dated 20/3/1438 AH

-

Decision by HH the Governor of Al-Ahsa n° 1/2829
dated 20/3/1438 AH

-

Ministry of Interior – Eastern Province, Decision
n°1/4835 dated 20/03/1438 A.H 20/12/2016

-

Al-Ahsa Municipality Organizational Chart

-

HIDA Organizational Chart

Volume 2
Appendix

4))65$1-

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

/$

-

4))65$1-

!"#$%&'$()%*(+,,-.(
!"#$%&'$(/0#12(+3456437.8(9*:(;+34584+537(9*/<(
(
(

6.25#(1.+$
(

!"#$%&'()*+$*,$-./)&$01.2&.$
!"#$3*4.5$6*/17$
(

89398$:1#;&)#'7$*,$7"#$-./)&$6*++&;;&*'$,*1$!*/1&;+$.')$<.7&*'.5$
8#1&7.(#$
6*=4$7*$7"#$%&'($02)/5>0?&?$6#'7#1$,*1$01@"&A#;$BC.1.D$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$F)/@.7&*'$
6*=4$7*$7"#$G#'#1.5$6*++&;;&*'$,*1$6&A&5$0A&.7&*'$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$H*1#&('$0,,.&1;$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$E/'&@&=.5&7&#;$.')$3/1.5$0,,.&1;$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$7"#$I'7#1&*1$
6*=4$7*$7"#$-./)&$6*++&;;&*'$,*1$J&5)5&,#$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$8&("#1$F)/@.7&*'$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$:#71*5#/+$.')$E&'#1.5$3#;*/1@#;$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$H&'.'@#$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$0(1&@/57/1#$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$!1.';=*17.7&*'$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$J.7#1$.')$F5#@71&@&74$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$K/;7&@#$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$6/57/1#$.')$I',*1+.7&*'$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$L.2*1$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$8.MM$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$F@*'*+4$.')$:5.''&'($
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$6&A&5$-#1A&@#$
6*=4$7*$7"#$E&'&;714$*,$6*++#1@#$.')$I')/;714$
6*=4$7*$7"#$G#'#1.5$0/)&7&'($N/1#./$
6*=4$7*$7"#$G#'#1.5$0+#'&74$*,$7"#$6*/'@&5$*,$E&'&;7#1;$
6*=4$7*$7"#$FO=#17;$6*++&;;&*'$*,$7"#$6*/'@&5$*,$E&'&;7#1;$
6*=4$7*$7"#$G#'#1.5$6*++&;;&*'$,*1$I'A#;7+#'7$

(
:#.@#$2#$/=*'$4*/$P&7"$7"#$N5#;;&'(;$.')$E#1@4$*,$055."Q$
(
=>%'(!"?(?1@&1A(%B(#C1(?1D%E"#&%'(FG(#C1(H%"'H&E(%B(I&'&D#1?DJ('"KF1?(;,L<(
M0#1M(3+4.437.8(9*:(0(H%>G(%B(AC&HC(0##0HC1M(#%(G%"?(NOH1EE1'HGJ(M&H#0#1(
#C1(B%EE%A&'$2(
(
H&1;72(1K>C0D&P&'$(#C1(H%'#&'"&'$(0H#&@1(%B(H%%>1?0#&%'(F1#A11'(#C1(Q"FE&H(
0'M(Q?&@0#1(D1H#%?D(&'(#C0#(0HC&1@&'$(0(>%D&#&@1(1H%'%K&HJ(D%H&0E(0'M(D1H"?&#G(
?1#"?'D(%'(#%"?&DK(&'@1D#K1'#D*(I%?1%@1?J(#%(#0R1('11M1M(>?%H1M"?1D(#%(
0HH1E1?0#1(#C1(B%?K0#&%'(%B(S%"?&DK(/1@1E%>K1'#(T%%>1?0#&@1D(&'(@0?&%"D(
>?%@&'H1D( %B( #C1( U&'$M%KV( 0&K1M( 0#( M1@1E%>&'$( S%"?&DK( /1D#&'0#&%'D( 0'M(
>0?#&H"E0?EG(&'('1A(S%"?&DK(9?10DJ(H%EE0F%?0#&%'(F1#A11'(#C1($%@1?'K1'#(

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

/4

-

4))65$1-

0'M(#C1(>?&@0#1(D1H#%?(&'(T0>&#0EJ(0'M(H%'#?&F"#1(&'(#C1(M1@1E%>K1'#(%B(E%H0E(
H%KK"'&#&1DJ(0B#1?(1'D"?&'$(&#D(B10D&F&E&#G*(SC1(W1'1?0E(X'@1D#K1'#D(Y"'MJ(
H%'B1??&'$(#%(&#D(?1$"E0#&%'DJ(DC0EE(H%%?M&'0#1(A&#C(#C1(Z0"M&(T%KK&DD&%'(B%?(
S%"?&DK( 0'M( )0#&%'0E( :1?&#0$1J( #%( D#"MG( #C1( 1D#0FE&DCK1'#( %B( 0( )0#&%'0E(
S%"?&DK(/1@1E%>K1'#(0'M(X'@1D#K1'#(:%EM&'$(T%K>0'GJ(C%EM&'$(#C1(#0DRD(
%B(D&#1(0'M(#%"?&DK(M1D#&'0#&%'D(M1@1E%>K1'#(&'(#C1(U&'$M%K[D(?1$&%'D(0B#1?(
0DD"?&'$(&#D(B10D&F&E&#G*(X'(0MM&#&%'(#%(&M1'#&BG&'$(#C1(H%%>1?0#&%'(>1?H1'#0$1(
%B( #C1( B"'M( &'( #C1( H%K>0'G[D( T0>&#0E*( SC&D( &D( #%( F1( ?1>%?#1M( #%( #C1( :&$C(
Z#0#"?1(M"?&'$(#C?11(K%'#CD(B?%K('%A*(
(
-#@*')2(SC1(Z0"M&(T%KK&DD&%'(B%?(S%"?&DK(0'M()0#&%'0E(:1?&#0$1(A&EE(M%(#C1(
B%EE%A&'$2(
3*(T%%?M&'0#1(A&#C(#C1(H%'H1?'1M(F%M&1D(#%(HC%%D1(0('"KF1?(%B(D&#1D(%A'1M(
FG(#C1(0B%?1K1'#&%'1M(F%M&1D(D"&#0FE1(B%?(#%"?&DK(>?%\1H#DJ(0'M(#%(C0D#1'(
&#D(F&MM&'$(#C?%"$C(#C1(0B%?1K1'#&%'1M(F%M&1D(B%?(E%'$]#1?K(&'@1D#K1'#J(0EE(
&'(#C1&?(D>1H&0E#&1D(&'(0HH%?M0'H1(#%(#C1&?(B%EE%A1M(>?%H1M"?1D*(I%?1%@1?J(#%(
H%%?M&'0#1( A&#C( #C1( 0B%?1K1'#&%'1M( F%M&1D( 0'M( D>1H&0E&P1M( F%M&1D(
>?%@&M&'$( >"FE&H( B0H&E&#&1D( 0'M( &'B?0D#?"H#"?1( #%( 1D#0FE&DC( '11M1M(
K1HC0'&DKD(B%?(&#D(1O1H"#&%'*(^C0#(&D('11M1M(A&EE(F1(?1>%?#1M(#%(#C1(T%"'H&E(
%B(I&'&D#1?D*(
+*(!>1?0#1(#%"?&DK(0##?0H#&%'(H1'#1?D(#C?%"$C(F&MM&'$(B%?(&'@1D#K1'#(A&#C(
K0?$&'0E(H%D#D(B%?(0(E&K&#1M(#&K1J(0'M(#%(K0R1("D1(%B(&'@1D#K1'#(?1#"?'D(&'(
M1@1E%>&'$( $%@1?'K1'#( #%"?&DK( B0H&E&#&1DJ( &'( 0HH%?M0'H1( #%( A&#C( #C0#(
M&H#0#1M(FG(?1E0#1M(?1$"E0#&%'D(0'M($"&M1E&'1D*(
.*( S%( >?%@&M1( D"&#0FE1( &'@1D#K1'#( %>>%?#"'&#&1D( B%?( #C1( >?&@0#1( D1H#%?( &'(
>?%K&D&'$( #%"?&DK( D&#1DJ( AC1?1( #C1( $%@1?'K1'#( 1D#0FE&DC1D( #C1( '11M1M(
&'B?0D#?"H#"?1( B%?( #C1( D"HH1DD( %B( #C1D1( &'@1D#K1'#DJ( 0'M( #C1( $%@1?'K1'#(
F%M&1D($&@&'$(#C1('11M1M(>?&%?&#G(B%?(#C1(?1_"&?1M(F0D&H(&'B?0D#?"H#"?1(A&#C&'(
&#D(?1_"&?1M(F"M$1#1M(>?%\1H#D(B%?(#C1(H%K&'$(B&DH0E(G10?D*(
(
!"&1)2(3*(9H#&@0#1(#C0#(M&H#0#1M(FG(0?#&HE1(;SC&?M<(B?%K(#C1(?1D%E"#&%'(FG(#C1(
T%"'H&E( %B( I&'&D#1?D( '"KF1?( ;+5L<J( M0#1M( ++4-437.5( 9*:( ;3-4-4+55L<J(
?1$0?M&'$( >?%@&D&%'( %B( D"&#0FE1( >C?0D&'$( B%?( #C1( $%@1?'K1'#0E( B"'M&'$(
H%'#?&F"#&%'(0'M(E%0'&'$(>?%$?0KD(&'(B&'0'H&'$(M%K1D#&H(#%"?&DK(>?%\1H#DJ(
F1##1?( D"&#1M( #%( #C1( $?%A&'$( M1K0'M( &'( #C1( &'@1D#K1'#( &'( D"HC( >?%\1H#D*(
`1_"&?&'$(0B#1?(#A%(G10?D(0"M&#&'$(%B(#C1(B"'M&'$(>1?B%?K0'H1J(0'M(F0D1M(
%'(#C&DJ(AC0#(&D('11M1M(A&EE(F1(M1H&M1M*(
+*( 9HH1E1?0#&'$( ?1$"E0#&%'D( ?1@&1A( ?1$0?M&'$( C%#1ED( E%0'&'$( #%( &'HE"M1(
B&'0'H&'$( #%"?&DK( >?%\1H#DJ( H%K>EG&'$( A&#C( #C1( M&?1H#&@1( &DD"1M( FG( #C1(
T%"'H&E(%B(I&'&D#1?D(&'(&#D(D1DD&%'(C1EM(%'(+346437..(9*:(;334-4+53+<(&'(#C&D(
?1$0?M(0'M(&'B%?K1M(FG(#C1(T0FE1$?0K(FG(#C1(`%G0E(H%"?#('"KF1?(.-8L-(
M0#1M(84,437..(9*:(;+84-4+53+<*(
(

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

/0

-

4))65$1-

H*/17"2(NK>C0D&P&'$(#C1(H%'M"H#(FG(#C1(?1E1@0'#($%@1?'K1'#0E(0$1'H&1D(#%(
%FD1?@1( >?&H1D( 0'M( D1?@&H1( B11D( >?1D1'#1M( #%( #C1( #%"?&D#( &'( #C1( B10D&FE1(
#%"?&DK( &'@1D#K1'#( >?%\1H#D( 0'M( D%H&0E( ?1#"?'DJ( #%( F1( &'( 0HH%?M0'H1( A&#C(
AC0#(&D(M&H#0#1M(FG(?1E0#1M(?1$"E0#&%'D(0'M(M&?1H#&@1D*(
(
H&,7"2( S%( D">>%?#( #C1( #%"?&DK( 0H0M1K&H( %?$0'&P0#&%'DJ( #%( ?1C0F&E&#0#1(
#%"?&DK(>1?D%'0ED(0'M(M&?1H#(&#D(%"#>"#D*(
(
-&O7"2( SC1( ?1E1@0'#( F%M&1D( ]( #C?%"$C( @0?&%"D( K1M&0( ]( DC0EE( &'H?10D1(
0A0?1'1DD(#%(#C1(&K>%?#0'H1(%B(M%K1D#&H(#%"?&DK(#%(D%H&1#G(K1KF1?D*(
(
-#A#'7"2(9>>?%@&'$(#C1(U&'$(9FM"EE0C(Q?%\1H#(B%?(#C1(T0?1(%B(#C1(U&'$M%K[D(
T&@&E( T"E#"?1( &'( #C1( >C?0D&'$( 0##0HC1M( #%( #C1( ?1D%E"#&%'J( M1DH?&F1M( 0D( 0'(
&K>%?#0'#('0#&%'0E(0'M(C&D#%?&H(>?%\1H#*(
(
F&("7"2(Q?1>0?1(1D#&K0#1M(H%D#D(B%?(>?%\1H#D(0'M(>?%$?0KD(0BB&E&0#1M(#%(#C1(
U&'$(9FM"EE0C(Q?%\1H#(B%?(#C1(T0?1(%B(#C1(U&'$M%K[D(T&@&E(T"E#"?1(#C1(0K%"'#(
%B( ;7*-,.*555*555<( Y%"?( a&EE&%'( 0'M( Z&O]C"'M?1M( 0'M( 1&$C#G]#C?11( K&EE&%'(
`&G0EDJ(B%?(#C1(>1?&%M(%B(#C?11(G10?DJ(0(B&'0'H&0E(>E0'(B0EE&'$("'M1?(#C1(:&$C(
1O0E#1M( M&?1H#&@1DJ( 0'M( #%( #C1( %@1?>%A1?1M( K1#C%M%E%$G( 0'M( 0@0&E0FE1(
B&'0'H&0E( ?1D%"?H1D*( SC&D( DC0EE( F1( H%%?M&'0#1M( F1#A11'( #C1( Z0"M&(
T%KK&DD&%'(B%?(S%"?&DK(0'M()0#&%'0E(:1?&#0$1(0'M(#C1(I&'&D#?G(%B(Y&'0'H1*(
(
<&'7"2(SC1(I&'&D#?G(%B(NM"H0#&%'J(I&'&D#?G(%B(T"E#"?1(0'M(X'B%?K0#&%'(0'M(
#C1( ?1E1@0'#( F%M&1DJ( DC0EE( &'B%?H1( #C1( 1M"H0#&%'0E( 0'M( H"E#"?0E( >?1D1'H1(
?1E0#1M(#%(#C1(H&@&E(M&K1'D&%'(&'(#C1(1M"H0#&%'0E(>?%H1DD1D(0'M(&'B%?K0#&%'(
K1M&0*(
(
!#'7"2( S%( 0HH1E1?0#1( &'( #C1( 0HH%K>E&DCK1'#( %B( D&#1( >?%\1H#D( #&1M( #%( #C1(
D#0#1[D(C&D#%?G(0'M('0#&%'0E("'&#G*(
(
F5#A#'7"2( 9H#&@0#&'$( AC0#( &D( M&H#0#1M( FG( >0?0$?0>C( ;.<( B?%K( #C1( 0?#&HE1(
;SC&?M<(B?%K(#C1(H%"'H&E(%B(I&'&D#1?D(?1D%E"#&%'('"KF1?(;--<(M0#1M(84.437.5(
9*:( ;+4.4+55L<( &'( 1'H%"?0$&'$( #C1( %A'1?D( %B( "?F0'( :1?&#0$1( D&#1D( #%(
>?1D1?@1J(K0&'#0&'(0'M(?1C0F&E&#0#1(#C1&?(>?%>1?#&1D*(
(
^1(&'B%?K(G%"(%B(%"?(0>>?%@0EJ(1OH1>#(#C0#(K1'#&%'1M(&'(#C1(0?#&HE1D(;SC&?M<(
0'M( ;N&$C#C<( B?%K( #C1( ?1D%E"#&%'J( #%( F1( B&?D#( D#"M&1M( F1#A11'( #C1( Z0"M&(
T%KK&DD&%'(B%?(S%"?&DK(0'M()0#&%'0E(:1?&#0$1(0'M(#C1(I&'&D#?G(%B(Y&'0'H1J(
0'M( #%( ?1>%?#( #%( =D( AC0#( C0D( F11'( ?10HC1M( #%( F1( M&?1H#1M( &'( &#D( ?1$0?MJ(
?1_"1D#&'$(#%(H%K>E1#1(AC0#(&D('11M1M*(
(
!
02)/55."$29$02)/5.?&?$05$-./)$

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

//

-

4))65$1-

!"#$%&'())%**%(+&,(-&.(#-%*)&/+$&0"1%(+"2&34-%1"54
6#1&5(%+5&0#)74-8&9:;;
<**#4$&(+8&=>?@A?=9A:&/B3&=>?=C?C@=D

!#7E4F18&<+*F-%7%+5&/2G/H*" 6"*%*&(+&1H4&I(-2$&34-%1"54&J%*1

3BK&L4M#1N&O-(P%+F%"2&Q(P4-+(-&(,&/2G/H*"
O4"F4&"+$&R24**%+5*&,-()&/22"H&74&#M(+&N(#
S4,4--%+5&1(&0()%+"1%(+&,%24&,(-&/2G/H*" 6"*%*&%+&1H4&I(-2$&34-%1"54&J%*1T&
UH%FH&U%22&74&*#7)%114$&7N&!'.3&1(&V0K!6&%+&1U(&U44W*&1%)4B
<&U(#2$&2%W4&1(&%+,(-)&N(#&1H"1&1H4&F()M241%(+&(,&1H4&,%24&-4X#%-4*&%**#%+5&
1U(&$4F%*%(+*8&1H4&,%-*1&1(&,(-)&"&3%5H4-&F())%1144&1(&(P4-*44&1H4&
)"+"54)4+1&(,&/2G/H*" ("*%*&I(-2$&34-%1"54&*%14&H4"$4$&7N&3%*&3%5H+4**&
1H4&5(P4-+(-&(,&/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4&"+$&1H4&)4)74-*H%M&(,8
=B 3BK&Y"N(-&(,&/2G/H*"Z
CB 3BK&L%-4F1(-&Q4+4-"2&(,&<--%5"1%(+&"+$&L-"%+"54&O-(E4F1&%+&/2G/H*"Z
AB 3BK&L%-4F1(-&(,&1H4&Y%+%*1-N&(,&/5-%F#21#-4&7-"+FH&%+&/2G/H*" M-(P%+F4Z
9B LBQ&(,&1H4&!"#$%&'())%**%(+&,(-&.(#-%*)&"+$&0"1%(+"2&34-%1"54&R-"+FH&
%+&/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4Z
[B 'H"%-)"+&(,&1H4&'H")74-&(,&'())4-F4&%+&/2G/H*" M-(P%+F4Z
DB Y4)74-*H%M&(,&1H4&2(F"2&F())#+%1NB
/+$&1H4&*4F(+$&$4F%*%(+&1H4&4*1"72%*H)4+1&(,&"&I(-2$&34-%1"54&6,,%F4&%+&/2G
/H*" ("*%*&E(%+4$&1(&3BK&1H4&Y"N(-&(,&/2G/H*" "*&P%F4&FH"%-)"+&(,&1H4&
3%5H4-&'())%1144&(P4-*44%+5&1H4&)"+"54)4+1&(,&/2G/H*" 6"*%*&I(-2$&
34-%1"54&!%14B
3(M%+5&1H"1&\BK&M-4*4+1&1H4&)"114-&1(&3BK&1H4&O-(P%+F%"2&Q(P4-+(-&(,&/2G
/H*"T&"+$&1H4&X#%FW&-4*(2#1%(+&(,&1H"1&+4F4**"-N&-42"14$&1(&%**#%+5&(,&1H4&
",(-4)4+1%(+4$&$4F%*%(+*B
O24"*4&/FF4M1&)N&S45"-$*&"+$&S4*M4F1
]%F4&O-4*%$4+1
!#M4-P%*(-&(,&1H4&'#*1($%"+&(,&1H4&
.U(&3(2N&Y(*X#4*&'#21#-"2&O-(5-")

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

/+

-

4))65$1-

K"*14-+&S45%(+&/)"-"
/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4
6#1&5(%+5&0#)74-8&=?9:C;
<**#4$&(+8&C@?@A?=9A:&/B3&C@?=C?C@=D

.H4&^%+5$()&(,&!"#$%&/-"7%"
Y%+%*1-N&(,&<+14-%(K"*14-+&S45%(+&/)"-"

/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4

/$)%+%*1-"1%P4&L4F%*%(+
3%* 3%5H+4** 1H4 5(P4-+(- (, /2G/H*" M-(P%+F4 7#%2$%+5 (+ 1H4 M(U4-* 5-"+14$ H%)
7N J"UT "+$ 7#%2$%+5 (+ 1H"1 -4F4%P4$ ,-() 1H4 !"#$% '())%**%(+ ,(- .(#-%*) "+$
0"1%(+"2 34-%1"54 +#)74- A:;; %+ =>?A?=9A: /B3T $4F%$4* 1H4 ,(22(U%+58
_ `(-)"1%(+ (, " 3%5H4- '())%1144 1( *#M4-P%*4 1H4 )"+"54)4+1 (, I(-2$
34-%1"54 !%14 (, /2G/H*" ("*%*T H4"$4$ 7N (#- 'H"%-)"+*H%M "+$ 1H4
)4)74-*H%M (,8
=B 3BK Y"N(- (, /2G/H*"Z
CB 3BK L%-4F1(- Q4+4-"2 (, <--%5"1%(+ "+$ L-"%+"54 O-(E4F1 %+ /2G/H*"Z
AB L%-4F1(- (, 1H4 Y%+%*1-N (, /5-%F#21#-4 7-"+FH %+ /2G/H*" M-(P%+F4Z
9B LBQ (, 1H4 !"#$% '())%**%(+ ,(- .(#-%*) "+$ 0"1%(+"2 34-%1"54 R-"+FH %+ /2G
/H*" O-(P%+F4Z
[B 'H"%-)"+ (, 1H4 'H")74- (, '())4-F4 %+ /2G/H*" M-(P%+F4Z
DB Y-B 0"H%$H 7B Y(H"))"$ 3")"$ /2Ga"7-B
_ '())%**%(+%+5 Y"N(- (, /2G/H*" 1( "F1 "* ]%F4 'H"%-)"+ (, 1H4 '())%1144Z
_ .H4 '())%1144 *H"22 H(2$ )441%+5* M4-%($%F"22N 4P4-N 1H-44 )(+1H* "1 24"*1Z
_ .H4 3%5H4- '())%1144 *H"22 H"P4 1H4 ,(22(U%+5 1"*W*8
G `(22(UG#M 1( 1H4 %)M24)4+1"1%(+ (, "22 "$(M14$ M(2%F%4* U%1H%+ /2G/H*" ("*%*
"FF(-$%+5 1( 1H4 -4F())4+$"1%(+* 7N /2G/H*" ("*%* I(-2$ 34-%1"54 6,,%F4Z
G Y(+%1(- 1H4 %)M24)4+1"1%(+ (, 1H4 %+14-P4+1%(+ (M4-"1%(+"2 M2"+ ,(- /2G/H*"
("*%* b%+ 1H4 2%5H1 (, 1H4 /2G/H*" ("*%* )"+"54)4+1T M-(14F1%(+ "+$
$4P42(M)4+1 M2"+ *#7)%114$ 1( V0K!'6cZ
G Y(+%1(- 1H4 %)M24)4+1"1%(+ (, 1H4 1"*W* %+ 1H4 #-54+1 ,%P4GN4"- )"%+14+"+F4
M2"+ ,(- 1H4 6"*%*Z
I%1H&1H4&R24**%+5&(,&/22"HB
Q(P4-+(- (, /2G/H*"
'H"%-)"+ (, /2G/H*" .(#-%*) L4P42(M)4+1 '())%1144
R"$4- 7B Y(H"))"$ 7B a"2"U%

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

/*

-

4))65$1-

K"*14-+&S45%(+&/)"-"
/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4
6#1&5(%+5&0#)74-8&=?9:C>
<**#4$&(+8&C@?@A?=9A:&/B3&C@?=C?C@=D

.H4&^%+5$()&(,&!"#$%&/-"7%"
Y%+%*1-N&(,&<+14-%(K"*14-+&S45%(+&/)"-"

/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4

/$)%+%*1-"1%P4&L4F%*%(+
3%* 3%5H+4** 1H4 Q(P4-+(- (, /2G/H*" M-(P%+F4 "+$ 7#%2$%+5 (+ 1H4 M(U4-*
5-"+14$ H%) 7N 2"UT "+$ 7#%2$%+5 (+ 1H"1 -4F4%P4$ ,-() 1H4 !"#$% '())%**%(+
,(- .(#-%*) "+$ 0"1%(+"2 34-%1"54 +#)74- 9:;; %+ =>?A?=9A: /B3 $4F%$4* 1H4
,(22(U%+58
_ K*1"72%*H)4+1 (, " I(-2$ 34-%1"54 6,,%F4 ,(- /2G/H*" ("*%* E(%+4$ 1( 3BK 1H4
Y"N(- (, /2G/H*" M-(P%+F4 "* ]%F4G'H"%-)"+ (, 1H4 3%5H4- '())%1144
*#M4-P%*%+5 1H4 )"+"54)4+1 (, 1H4 /2G/H*" ("*%* I(-2$ 34-%1"54 *%14Z
_ 1H4 "MM(%+1)4+1 (, 1H4 L%-4F1(- (, 1H4 6,,%F4 "+$ 1H-44 "**%*1"+1* U%1H
*#%1"724 F-4$4+1%"2*T (+4 *M4F%"2%d%+5 "5-%F#21#-4T 1H4 *4F(+$ %+ %--%5"1%(+
"+$ $-"%+"54T "+$ " 1H%-$ %+ F#21#-"2 H4-%1"54B
_ 6,,%F4 *H"22 H"P4 1H4 ,(22(U%+5 1"*W*8
G
.H4 %)M24)4+1"1%(+ (, "22 1H4 "$(M14$ M(2%F%4* U%1H%+ /2G/H*" ("*%* "+$
-"%*%+5 %1* -4F())4+$"1%(+* 1( 1H4 *1"1#-4 (, 1H4 3%5H4- '())%1144
*#M4-P%*%+5 1H4 )"+"54)4+1 (, 1H4 *%14Z
G
G .H4 "MM2%F"1%(+ (, 1H4 %+14-P4+1%(+ (M4-"1%(+"2 M2"+ ,(- 1H4 /2G/H*"
("*%* b"FF(-$%+5 1( 1H4 6"*%* )"+"54)4+1T M-(14F1%(+ "+$ $4P42(M)4+1
M2"+ *#7)%114$ 1( V0K!'6cZ
G
G .H4 "MM2%F"1%(+ (, "+ #-54+1 1"*W* %)M24)4+1"1%(+ M2"+ 1( )"%+1"%+ 1H4
("*%* (, /2G/H*"B
I%1H&1H4&R24**%+5&(,&/22"HB
Q(P4-+(- (, /2G/H*"
'H"%-)"+ (, /2G/H*" .(#-%*) L4P42(M)4+1 '())%1144
R"$4- 7B Y(H"))"$ 7B a"2"U%

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

/

-

4))65$1-

K"*14-+&S45%(+&/)"-"
/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4
6#1&5(%+5&0#)74-8&=?9:A[
<**#4$&(+8&C@?@A?=9A:&/B3&C@?=C?C@=D

.H4&^%+5$()&(,&!"#$%&/-"7%"
Y%+%*1-N&(,&<+14-%(K"*14-+&S45%(+&/)"-"

/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4

3BK?&!'.3&]BOT&!#M4-P%*(-&(+&1H4&'#*1($%"+&(,&1H4&.U(&3(2N&Y(*X#4*&
'#21#-"2&'"-4&O-(5-")
3BK?&Y"N(-&(,&/2G/H*"T&]BOT&(,&1H4&3%5H4-&'())%1144
3BK?&/2G/H*" <--%5"1%(+&"+$&L-"%+"54&O-(E4F1&Q4+4-"2&Y"+"543BK?&Y"+"54-&(,&1H4&Y%+%*1-N&(,&I"14-&R-"+FH&%+&/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4
3BK?&Y"+"54-&(,&1H4&!'.3&R-"+FH&%+&/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4
3BK?&O-4*%$4+1&(,&/2G/H*" O-(P%+F4&'H")74-&(,&'())4-F4
Y-B&0"H%$H 7B&Y(H"))"$&3")"$ /2Ga"7O4"F4&74&(+&1(&N(#&U%1H&1H4&)4-FN&(,&/22"H&"+$&3%*&R24**%+5*8
< H4-4 7N *4+$ 1( N(#- 4eF4224+FN 1H4 $4F%*%(+ 7N 3B3 1H4 O-(P%+F%"2
Q(P4-+(- (, /2G/H*" O-(P%+F4T O-4*%$4+1 (, 1H4 O-(P%+F%"2 .(#-%*)
L4P42(M)4+1 '())%1144 0#)74- =?9:C; %+ C@?A?=9A: /B3T -45"-$%+5 1H4
,(-)"1%(+ (, " 3%5H4- '())%1144 1( (P4-*44 1H4 )"+"54)4+1 (, 1H4 I(-2$
34-%1"54 !%14 %+ /2G/H*"T "+$ $4F%*%(+ 0#)74- =?C:C> $"14$ C@?A?=9A: /B3
,(- 1H4 4*1"72%*H)4+1 (, " I(-2$ 34-%1"54 (,,%F4 ,(- /2G/H*" 6"*%* 1%4$ 1(
3BK 1H4 Y"N(- 1( 74 H(#*4$ %+ /2G/H*" '4+1-"2 Y#+%F%M"2%1N b/)"+"cB
O24"*4&"FF4M1&)N&-45"-$*B
L4M#1N&Q(P4-+(-&(,&/2G/H*"
^H"2%$&7B&/7$ /2G/d%d&/2GR"--"W

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

/%

-

4))65$1-

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

/"

-

4))65$1-

Organizational Chart
Organizational Categories and Labeling
General Manager

General
Director’s
Office

Assistant Manager
Project General Supervisor
Administration Office

Director
General

Legal Affairs
Dept.
Lands &
Properties

PR & Media

Department
Internal
Auditing

PR Unit

Division
Unit

Media & Social
Comm.

Quality Assurance

Survey Unit

Quality Control

GIS Unit

Engineering
Div.
Engineering Unit

Design Unit

Appeals

Financial Auditor

General
Maintenance
Department

Operations
Department
Projects Div.

Sources &
Water
Regulatory

Engineering
Planning & Cost
Control

Water sources Unit

Projects Unit

Water Regulatory
Unit

ElectroMechanical

Dates Packaging

Administration &
Finance Assistant
Manager

Planning & Investments
Assistant Manager

Assistant Manager’s Office

Projects &
Engineering
Affairs
Department

Survey & GIS
Div.

Legal Counseling

Private Properties

Performance
Auditing

Operations Assistant
Manager

Supervision
& QC Div.

Authority's
Properties

Financial Auditing

Projects &
Engineering Affairs
General Supervisor

Legal
Counseling &
Appeals

Workshops
Div.

General
Maintenance

Assistant Manager’s Office

Assistant Manager’s Office

Water
Quality
Laboratories

Planning &
Development
Department

Investment
Department

IT Department

Central Laboratories
Peripheral
Laboratories

Electronic
Services Div.

Infrastructure &
Information
Security

Technical
Projects
Div.

Investment
Execution

Dev. &
Quality

Planning &
Marketing

Financial
Affairs Div.

Administration
Affairs Div.

Planning &
Follow-up

Studies &
Research

Supplies
Supervision

Mechanical Unit

Vehicles
Maintenance

Irrigation Channels
Production

Electronic Support
Unit

Databases &
Systems

Operations &
Quality

Investor Relations

Investment Planning

Development Unit

Planning Unit

Studies Unit

Supplies Supervision

Electrical Unit

Equipment
Maintenance

Construction Unit

Electronic Porthole
Unit

Networks &
Communications

Applications
Development

Investment Follow-up

Investment
Marketing

Quality Unit

Follow-up Unit

Scientific Research

Custodies, Archives
& Classification

Control systems &
Programming

Support Workshops

Transport &
Gen. Serv.
Transportation

General Services

Safety &
Security

Doc. &
Comm.

Security Unit

Administrative
Communications

Safety Unit

Archives &
Documents

Budget Div.

Reports

Liaison Unit

Civic Facilities
Maintenance

Storages Div.

Reception & Sorting

Storages Unit

Human
Resources

Procurements
Finance Div.
Div.
Biddings Unit

Procurements

Employee
Affairs

HR Planning &
Development

Accounts

Performance &
Wages

HR Planning

Expenditures

Employee Relations
& Evaluation

HR Development

Auditing

Green Areas Unit

Branches
Management

IDA Branch in
Dumat Al-Jandal

Manager’s
Office
Admin &
Finance Div.

IDA Branch in AlAflaj
Laboratories

Irrigation &
Operations

Drainage &
Sup. Services

Manager’s
Office
Admin &
Finance Div.

Laboratories

Drainage &
Sup. Services

IDA Branch in AlJulaijilah

IDA Branch in AlQatif

Irrigation &
Operations

Manager’s
Office
Admin &
Finance Div.

Laboratories

Drainage &
Sup. Services

Irrigation &
Operations

Manager’s
Office
Drainage & Sup.
Services

IDA Branch in AlHarrah
Manager’s
Office

Irrigation &
Operations

Drainage & Sup.
Services

IDA Branch in AlMansoura
Manager’s
Office

Irrigation &
Operations

Drainage & Sup.
Services

Irrigation &
Operations

Admin. Affairs

Drainage & Agri.
Methods

Water Distribution

Admin. Affairs

Drainage & Agri.
Methods

Water Distribution

Admin. Affairs

Drainage & Agri.
Methods

Water Distribution

Drainage & Agri.
Methods

Water Distribution

Drainage & Agri.
Methods

Water Distribution

Drainage & Agri.
Methods

Financial Affairs

Beneficiaries Services

Irrigation Technologies

Financial Affairs

Beneficiaries Services

Irrigation Technologies

Financial Affairs

Beneficiaries Services

Irrigation Technologies

Beneficiaries Services

Irrigation Technologies

Beneficiaries Services

Irrigation Technologies

Beneficiaries Services

Irrigation Technologies

Workshops & General
Main.

Field Supervision

Automatic Operation &
Control

Workshops & General
Main.

Field Supervision

Automatic Operation &
Control

Workshops & General
Main.

Field Supervision

Automatic Operation &
Control

Field Supervision

Automatic Operation &
Control

Field Supervision

Automatic Operation &
Control

Field Supervision

Automatic Operation &
Control

Safety & Security

Survey

Irrigation Networks
Maintenance

Safety & Security

Survey

Irrigation Networks
Maintenance

Safety & Security

Survey

Irrigation Networks
Maintenance

Survey

Irrigation Networks
Maintenance

Survey

Irrigation Networks
Maintenance

Survey

Irrigation Networks
Maintenance

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Water Distribution

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

/

9
-

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Program

-

Al-Ahsa Museum project

-

Survey of historic buildings in Al-Ahsa:

Volume 2
Annexes

9

- Qasr Ibrahim, Al-Hofuf
- Al-Qaysariyah, Al-Hofuf
- Qasr Khuzam, Al-Hofuf
- Al-Amiriyah School, Al-Hofuf
- Qasr Sahood, Al-Mubarraz

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

+$

9

.62,51240 4556-6/

2 !&('3&3#3. &3,&"
+&! #!3)%&%'3&%34#(&3&
#32 " %'"3,#%('#3&3#
(&3&3/' (34%'('
0#'"#3 3'#!
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Saudi Commission for Tourism and National Heritage
2016

!"#$%&'!()*+,$(-$!"#$!.($
"(/0$1('2&#'!!"#$"%&
"#$!%&&'(&)#(!&#!&*'!+,-&,$.-!"#3*!+4#$
#"!&*'!/)(01#2!#"!3.,1)!%$.4).$!!
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

+4

9

.62,51240 4556-6/

2

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape

+0

9

.62,51240 4556-6/

The Cultural Dimension
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

• The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia holds a very prominent place among the nations of the
world, with its distinct status as the birthplace of Islam and the home of the Two Holy
Mosques. The Kingdom has been graced with natural wealth and an abundance of human resources and plays a pioneering and constructive role in the political arena.
• Saudi Arabia also has a rich cultural dimension in addition to its Islamic, economic and
political dimensions.

Its cultural dimension is re ected in the following:
1. It is the birthplace of Arabism and Islam, and the home of the Two Holy Mosques.

National Project for Cultural Heritage

• The leadership of Saudi Arabia has taken a special interest in cultural heritage.
One example of this interest is the National Festival of Culture and Heritage
(Janadriyah) which has been graced with the special patronage of the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques and has now become an annual event attended by thousands of visitors.
• Many signi cant resolutions have recently been adopted in favor of cultural heritage in the Kingdom. Among them is the royal decree ordering that special care
attention be taken ofgiven to Islamic sites in Makkah al-Mukarramah and al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, as well as a royal decree approving the National Project for
Cultural Heritage, a signi cant project both historically and nationally.
• Issuance of Royal Decree No. M/3 dated 9/1/1436 Hijri, approving the Statute for
Museums, Antiquities and Built Heritage.

2. It possesses a cultural depth that goes back more than a million years as corroborated by
numerous archeological and heritage monuments found all across the nation.

4

3. The various kingdoms and states founded on its lands have contributed to the development of
human civilization.

5

4. Its distinct geographic location has enabled it to become a crossroads for trade over the ages.
5. It is a melting pot of cultures and a bridge for cultural communication.
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The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Cultural
Heritage Program is a component of the
Comprehensive Development Program

Given the nature of the tasks currently taken on by the SCTH, the need to create a
new administrative approach has risen arisen in order manage, evaluate and follow
up SCTH projects with the purpose of emphasizing the SCTH’s role and impacting the
tourism industry, protecting and developing national heritage, highlighting the economic, and social impact, increasing job opportunities, attracting investments, ensuring the integration of projects and initiatives with projects taken on by third parties
to achieve the objectives of the General Strategy of National Tourism Development.
The SCTH has named this approach the Comprehensive Development Program.

6

Comprehensive Development
Program

The Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques Program for
Attention to the Cultural
Heritage of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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About the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
Cultural HeritageProgram for Attention to the
Cultural Heritage of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

• The SCTH proposed the national cultural heritage initiative, which was submitted
to the king who by Royal Decree No. 42779 dated 29/8/2011, ordered the formation of a ministerial committee (including the ministries of Interior, Municipalities
& Rural Affairs, Education, Finance, Commerce and Industry, and Culture and Information), as well as the King Abdulaziz Foundation for Research and Archives
and SCTH to review the proposal submitted by the SCTH.

• The committee formed by royal decree held a number of meetings which resulted
in supporting the proposal, provided that it is completed within a three year timeframe. The proposal is to be supervised by the SCTH with the collaboration of
relevant government agencies.

8

9

Mission:

• To protect, rehabilitate, and develop the components of the national cultural heritage, to educate people and raise their awareness of this heritage and interest in
it, as well as making it an integral part of Saudi memory. In addition it emphasizes
a sense of pride within the average social mindset and culture. The project also
seeks to reconnect Saudis to their nation by turning heritage into an experience,
and achieving a radical change in heritage interest all the while tying it in with the
tourism industry, and thereby contributing to comprehensive economic development.
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Objectives:

Stakeholders:

The SCTH is working with the following stakeholders on this project:

1. Emphasizing an awareness of the foundation and history of Saudi Arabia.

2. The rehabilitation and operation of historic buildings and palaces belonging to

the state during the reign of the late King Abdulaziz and transforming them into
cultural centers conveying the phases and history of national unity and how these
sites relate to the tales of heroism and sacri ces made by men of this nation seeking

national unity.

3. The protection and preservation of antiquities, national and international show-

Ministry of Interior

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

King Abdulaziz Foundation
for Research and Archives

Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Defense

Ministry of National Guard

Ministry of Islamic Affairs
& Endowments

Ministry of Municipal and Rural
Affairs

Ministry of Education

Saudi Aramco

Ministry of Social Affairs

Ministry of Culture and
Information

casing, and the repatriation of artifacts.

4. Promote a special interest in sites associated with Islamic history.

5. The rehabilitation and restoration of archeological sites and historic routes, and

10

their utilization in comprehensive development.

6. Establishment, development and operation of museums in various provinces and regions.

7. Development of heritage villages, historic city centers, and traditional markets.

11

8. Preservation and development of heritage buildings.

9. Development of handicrafts to create job opportunities thereby by transforming
them into a socially effective component.

Saudi Heritage Preservation
Society

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017
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Scope of Work

12
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Antiquities

Built Heritage

Qasr al-Farid – Madain Salih, al-Ula

Traditional Nadji Architectural Style

Museums

Handicrafts

National Museum – Riyadh

Handicrafts

13
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Stakeholders:
The SCTH is working with the following stakeholders on this project:
Ministry of Interior
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
King Abdulaziz Foundation for Research and Archives
Ministry of National Guard
Ministry of Defense
Ministry of Finance
Ministry of Education
Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs
Ministry of Islamic Affairs and Endowments
Ministry of Culture and Information
Ministry of Social Affairs
Saudi Aramco
Al Turath Foundation
Saudi Heritage Preservation Society

Basics and Fundamentals
Basics and Fundamentals - Antiquities
Build monitoring systems for antiquities
Implementation of the antiquities inspection program
Register archeological sites as well as antiquities and heritage relics across Saudi
Arabia
Regulate the trading of antiquities and traditional culture
Implement royal decrees in regard to Islamic historical sites
Promote scienti c research and publishing media
Expand antiquity recovery programs on national and international levels
Implement investment opportunities in archeological sites
The Diwan – Madain Salilh, al-Ula
Jandal, Jouf Rajajil pillars - Jouf

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017
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Minaret of the Mosque of Umar – Dumat al-
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Basics and Fundamentals - Antiquities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basics and Fundamentals - Museums

Build monitoring systems for antiquities
Implementation of the antiquities inspection program
Register archeological sites as well as antiquities and heritage relics across Saudi Arabia
Regulate the trading of antiquities and traditional culture
Implement royal decrees in regard to Islamic historical sites
Promote scienti c research and publishing media
Expand antiquity recovery programs on national and international levels
Implement investment opportunities in archeological sites

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop the SCTH’s capacity in designing exhibitions and managing museums
Develop the National Museum
Support and develop private museums and provide suitable venues
Develop museum programs and activities
Promote volunteering programs in the management of public and private museums
Motivate community awareness of museum
Establish provincial and regional museum projects
Implement investment activities in museums

16

17

The Diwan – Madain Salilh,
al-Ula
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Minaret of the Mosque of Umar – Dumat al-Jandal,
Jouf

Rajajil pillars Jouf

National Museum – Riyadh
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Basics and Fundamentals – Urban Heritage

Basics and Fundamentals – Traditional Industries
and Handicrafts

• Develop the National Built Heritage Plan and its comprehensive programs including the Urban Heritage Register, Training and Qualifying, Developing and Promoting, Renovations and Construction Techniques, Society and Partnership, Awareness, Financing, Investments, Management and Operation.
• Identifying development properties for provincial built heritage sites.
• Implement the Executive Plan of the National Built Heritage Register and Approved
Classi cation in addition to nalizing the registration of buildings and sites.
• Implement partnerships with municipalities and universities according to practical
operation programs, and with all SCTH sectors following an integrated approach.
• Develop an institutional structure for the Built Heritage Center, and implement
provincial units and municipal of ces, as well as develop expertise and specialized
capabilities in addition to supporting the NBHC with consultation contracts for
research, execution and supervision.
• Support local expertise in renovation, traditional building materials, local restoration expertise, and monitoring and development methods.
• Support the efforts of built heritage owners in terms of nancing and expertise
using a systematic approach.
• Enable built heritage contractors and develop traditional restoration techniques
using traditional materials.
• Develop urban and architectural studies for built heritage projects.
• Implement the restoration strategy by means of nancing, operating and investing in several tourism, handicrafts, and heritage investment projects of great economic value at built heritage sites.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Facade of a heritage home –
Baha

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Masmak Fort – Riyadh

Amiriyyah School - Hufuf

Expand the development of creative craft centers across Saudi Arabia.
Design product development mechanisms and quality control.
Expedite the endorsement of the National Handicrafts Statute.
Finalize the development of the National Artisans Registry.
Provide privileges granted by the statute to artisans prior to its endorsement.
Decentralize provincial creative craft centers.
Expand the presence of the Saudi Crafts Program at the provincial level.
Develop training and education programs for handicrafts.
Focus on providing and operating marketing tools and outlets for crafts.
Provide appropriate means for nancing, operating and investing in economically
feasible Saudi traditional industries for small and large projects.

19

Making coffee pots– Hail

Making traditional garments
– Eastern Province

Wicker crafts – Hufuf
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Basics and Fundamentals – Common Issues
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Implement the stipulations of the new Statute for Antiquities, Museums and Built Heritage.
Educating and raising awareness on national heritage within Saudi Arabia & abroad.
Promote and develop the workforce.
Restore additional archeological and historic sites.
Operate archeological sites and built heritage sites in addition to public and private museums.
Facilitate investment opportunities in archeological sites and public and private
museums.
Promote the management of word heritage sites and build a successful partnership with the World Heritage Center and its technical divisions.
Expand cultural and economic restoration of archeological buildings.
Register additional sites in the World Heritage List.

20

21
Issues & Initiatives

Dira District – Dumat al-Jandal
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Issues and Initiatives - Antiquities

Issue/Initiative

Activation Steps

•
•
•
1

Implement the Antiquities,
Museums and Built Heritage
Statute

•
•

2

22
3

4

5

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Utilizing lands located within
the premises of archeological
reserves and built heritage sites,
in a way that would appeal to
the targeted segments without
harming their authenticity

•
•
•

Resolve frequent maintenance
complications at historic and
archeological sites

•
•

Implement the role of SCTH
branches in managing heritage
and antiquities at the provincial
level and utilizing managerial
skills of directors of the
antiquities of ces

•

Encourage citizens to return
any items removed from
archeological or historic sites

Issues and Initiatives - Antiquities

•

•
•
•

All sectors shall develop their original draft regulations
Revise regulations drafted by relative sectors
Each sector shall furnish the legal department with its
regulations to be revised by the consultant assigned
by the Expertise Committee
Each sector shall cover the requirements ordered by
the consultant to be approved
Executive regulations shall be approved by the board
of directors of the SCTH

Issue/Initiative

7

Open museums and archeological •
sites on weekends, school breaks
•
and after of cial working hours
•
for visitors

Identify the equipped sites and ensure that all services
are provided
Connect several sites within one tourism path
Provide SCTH branches with any additional workforce
Provision of signs on the gates of every archeological
site with information about working hours and contact
numbers

8

Train and qualify SCTH of cials
•
through training programs
supervised by UNESCO and
•
international museums that have
cooperation agreements with the
•
SCTH

Identify training programs that correspond to SCTH
policies and procedures
Design a conceptual plan about these programs and
their priorities
Identify bene ciaries of these programs

9

Resolving obstacles facing the
monitoring procedures over
archeological sites

•
•

•

Coordinate with the engineering department
Conduct studies

Focus on the awareness factor to recover antiquities
Provide those who recover the antiquities with certi cates of appreciation
Publish their names in the media and highlight their
active role in recovering antiquities

Train and qualify the restoration team to avoid any
risks
Allocate a specialized budget for emergencies
Report periodically from all SCTH branches to the
Engineering Department regarding the current
status of archeological sites

6

Tally all visitor ready archeological sites
Develop conceptual plans and basic elements that
would appeal to targeted segments.
Execute projects

Organize workshops to create awareness about the
statute for Antiquities, Museums and Built Heritage
Implement the role of aAntiquities oOf ces directors
with regards to antiquities, museums and built heritage

Activation Steps

•

Expedite the restoration
procedures in archeological
sites and increasing restoration
awareness in contractors under
the directions and supervision of
the Heritage Center

•
•
•
•

10

11

Resolve obstacles facing the
operation of archeological sites
opened for the public

Improve the potentials of
Antiquities and Museums
Sector of cials in restoring and
renovating antiquities and built
heritage sites. Form restoration
and renovation teams by both
parties (Antiquities & Museums
Sector and the NBHC)

•
•

•

•

23

Train of cials of the Antiquities and Museums Sector
Provide the equipment and mechanisms required for
the monitoring procedures
Develop a periodical monitoring program
Coordinate with the support sector to resolve the problem of limited labor
Coordinate with the support sector to provide security
guards for each site
Coordinate with the engineering department in regards
to maintenance and preservation

Form a restoration and renovation team from both
parties - the Antiquities & Museums Sector and the
NBHC
Identify specialized training programs in areas of internal and external maintenance
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Issues and Initiatives – Built Heritage

Issues and Initiatives - Museums

Issue/Initiative
1

24

Support professional and
technical operations in af liate
museums of all SCTH branches

•
•

2

3

Coordinate with the investment •
sector to utilize and invest
•
vacant areas in the museums

Coordinate with the General
Department for Media and
Stakeholder Relations in
regards to creating awareness
in museums

Develop websites for each public and private museum
and post links on SCTH’s website
Organize museum exhibitions in accordance with modern
technologies

•

•

Cooperate with organizations specialized in operating
national museums (exchanging best practices)

6

Encourage volunteering at
museums among community
members

Coordinate with the Ministry
of Education and universities
to encourage students to visit
museums, and organize special
events targeting students

Encourage private sector
investment in built heritage sites

•
•
•

•
•

Coordinate and cooperate with funders
Develop nancing regulations from of cial nancing
resources

•
•

Organize a workshop to coordinate cooperation with the
media to create awareness within museums
Involve the General Department for Media and Stakeholder Relations in all activities and events organized by
the museums
2

5

Activation Steps
•
•

1

Cooperate with public and
private museums at local,
national and international
levels

4

Issue/Initiative

Activation Steps

•
•

•

Encourage volunteering in the museum sector both at
the national and international level
Create committees and action teams to encourage volunteering at museums

Introduce the roles of museums in public school curricula
and increase eld trips to museums

Launch a joint program between
the SCTH and the Ministry of
Municipal & Rural Affairs for
the development of antiquities
departments and training
municipality of cials (Umran
Program)

•

•

•

•

3

•
•
•
Initiate the basic programs of the •
urban heritage plan
•
•
•

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Develop mutual executive plans among all SCTH sectors to promote tourism destinations
Increase the number of tourism trips and in ows to
built heritage sites
Engage tour operators and tour guides to promoting
archeological sites
Finance and increase the number of events organized
in built heritage sites
Promote the participation of folklore bands groups in
events held at archeological sites
Develop conceptual plans for the nancing of private
sector investments at built heritage sites
Revise investment laws so as to extend the leasing
period for investors
Increase coordination efforts in the eld of built heritage between the SCTH and the municipalities at the
local, national and international planning levels within
the comprehensive development plans
Preserve the authenticity and identity of historic cities
and villages, developing construction laws and regulations meeting requirements of urban development
Develop standards and regulations for preserving built
heritage sites. Develop methods and techniques of
restoration and renovation
Develop a database for national built heritage to register, to classify, evaluate and monitor each and every
national built heritage site
Develop scienti c and practical programs for training
the workforce and exchanging expertise in the built
heritage eld

25

Initiate the National Built Heritage Register
Initiate the Training & Education Program
Initiate the Partnership and Society Program
Initiate the Development & Planning Program
Initiate the Financing & Investment Program
Initiate the Restoration and Construction Techniques
Program
Initiate the Sites Management and Operation Program

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
Cultural Landscape
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Issue/Initiative

Activation Steps

•

4

Develop the institutional
structure of the Built Heritage
Center and provincial units.
Promote municipal management

•
•
•
•

Develop an institutional structure aiming at preserving
built heritage with the available resources
Develop a national source of expertise in the restoration of archeological sites
Develop the organizational structure
Adopt a project management approach
Implement technical support contracts for the NBHC

Issue/Initiative

8

Launch a specialized program
for qualifying built heritage
contractors aiming at
registering, qualifying and
training specialized groups and
companies

Activation Steps
•

•
•

•
•
•

5

Initiate cooperation with the
World Bank to create joint
programs for operating and
investing in built heritage sites

26

•
•
•

6

Implement partnerships with the
Saudi Council of Engineers and
the Saudi Umran Society and
public organizations specialized
in building and planning in the
built heritage eld with the
aim of qualifying engineering
consultation of ces

•

•
•

Conduct a survey of owners of heritage buildings
Analyze the survey outcomes for investment obstacles
in built heritage sites
Exchange international expertise in areas of registering and classifying built heritage sites
Exchange international expertise in areas of investing
in built heritage sites
Conduct studies on the development of historic city
centers
Signing memorandums of understanding between the
SCTH and agencies relative to qualifying consultation
of ces and developing an interactive action program
Develop a database of consultation of ces in the built
heritage eld
Develop an appropriate work methodology for qualifying and classifying consultation of ces in the built
heritage eld

•
•
•
•
•
•

9

Implement partnership with
Saudi universities and technical
training organizations to develop
restoration techniques using local •
construction materials through
speci c work programs
•

7
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•
Attract quali ed and experienced
restoration companies,
•
engineers, experts and artisans
with great experience in using
•
local building materials in
restorations and renovation, to
•
create action teams under the
supervision of the NBHC

Organize a forum for restoration and construction
techniques
Form work teams specialized in restoration and construction using traditional materials
Develop a lab specialized in local construction materials
Activate training programs for the society, organizations and students in areas of restoration and traditional construction techniques

•
•
•

Sign memorandums of understanding between SCTH
and institutional agencies relative to qualifying contractors and developing an effective action program
Develop a data base for contractors specialized in the
built heritage eld
Develop an appropriate methodology to qualify and
classify contractors specialized in the built heritage
eld
Develop some technical areas in the built heritage eld
to cover the scienti c areas
Conduct studies and research in the built heritage eld
Develop the technical standards for renovating and
restoring built heritage sites
Implement practical studies in built heritage sites as
assignments for student
Design practical models for managing and operating
urban heritage sites
Implement the master programs (of the National Built
Heritage Plan)
Implement cooperation agreements and turning them
into “executive action plans” that are capable of
meeting cooperation requirements and assigning
roles and responsibilities as per a clear methodology
that can be easily measured and evaluated
Develop the National Standards Program for Introducing Heritage and Restoration Techniques as a prerequisite in education and training programs all over
Saudi Arabia
Associate built heritage with architectural education
with the aim of developing specialized programs in
the eld of built heritage, covering its cultural, architectural, operational and economic ( nancing &
investment). Raise awareness of the importance of antiquities and creating a generation that is quali ed in
studying, documenting and preserving built heritage
Create an educational curriculum that includes the science and culture of built heritage
Create educational and academic programs that include the science of heritage
Promote the spread of heritage culture in various
practices and vocations
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Issues and Initiatives - Museums

Issue/Initiative

Activation Steps

•
•

•
•
•

10

28

Develop built heritage at the
local level and creating public
awareness of its importance as a
regenerated economic resource
and its cultural value. Restore
built heritage sites sustainably

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

11
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Implement cooperation between
the UN and UNESCO to train
specialists at the NBHC through
specialized training programs

Issues and Initiatives – Traditional Industries &
Handicrafts

•

•

Develop unique built heritage sites and archeological
buildings
Sustainable development through encouraging small
and medium projects that may bene t from such
buildings as venues for its events and activities to
bene t both owners and investors
Encourage visitors to spend part of their tourism program at these archeological sites
Provide new job opportunities for local societies
Provide best methods authenticating and preserving
the local urban identity
Preserve and protect archeological sites and buildings
Preserve and protect unique archeological sites and
buildings via investments and restoration projects
Provide the owners of such archeological sites and
buildings with nancial bene ts
Introducing a unique tourism product in the local
market
Create an exemplary practice in restoring built heritage sites and buildings
Create new job opportunities
Preserve the local identity of national built heritage
Utilize tourism as a mean for activating economic
activities in archeological sites and buildings
Invest in sustainable projects that would bene t the
owners of archeological sites and buildings
Stimulate local traditional industries and folklore
Attract investors into investing in archeological sites
and buildings and participating in the development of
national economy

Design periodical programs for training specialists in
the built heritage eld
Exchange international practices in qualifying local
societies and supporting their role in preserving built
heritage sites
Exchange expertise in the area of registering, managing and operating world heritage sites

Issue/Initiative

Activation Steps

1

•
Promote marketing initiatives
of traditional industries
•
and handicrafts taking into
consideration the offer and
demand factor, and the utilization
•
of public and private museums

2

Improve and preserve the quality
of traditional industries and
handicrafts products

•

Provide channels for distributing the products of traditional industries and handicrafts, such as social media
Initiate the royal decree regarding using products of
traditional industries and handicrafts as gifts for the
public and private sector
Utilize the media to market traditional industries and
handicrafts

•
•
•

Develop mechanisms for developing products
through:
attracting international expertise
intensi ed training programs
craft creativity centers

3

Work in cooperation with the
relative authorities to provide
more privileges for artisans such
as retirement, medical insurance
and etc.

•

Collaborate with relative authorities

4

Develop a national register for
artisans

•
•

Assign an action team to develop the register
Develop a model for the registry input

5

Registering artisans and standing •
and scarce handcrafted products
on the national level

6

Develop mechanisms for
nancing and investment
in traditional industries and
handicrafts

29

•
•
•

Register the data relative to all artisans, handicraft
agencies through an electronic data base with the
help of Barea Program at the SCTH

Coordinate and cooperate with relative authorities
Develop the rules and regulations of public funding
Engage private organizations interested in traditional
industries and handicrafts to implement investment
opportunities in such a eld.
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Mutual Issues and Initiatives

Issue/Initiative

The National Cultural Heritage Project includes ten divisions:

Activation Steps

1. Interest in sites associated with Islamic history
•

1

Project Outline

Address the religious and cultural
issues relevant to national
•
heritage
•

Invite religious scholars to events and activities held
by the SCTH
Introduce religious scholars to projects developed by
the SCTH for the community
Organize eld visits for religious scholars to sites

2. Development, rehabilitation and operation of museums and archeological sites
across regions and provinces

3. Operation and maintenance of museums and archeological sites

4. Preservation of built heritage sites and development of heritage villages

5. Registration and protection of antiquities, and archeological exploration and excavation

2

Develop the potential of SCTH
of cials in designing ToRs of
various projects

•
•

Organize workshops
Organize training courses

30

6. Museums and archeological sites activities and programs
7. Development of handicrafts

8. Raising awareness and knowledge of national heritage

9. Recruitment and development of human resources needed to manage cultural heritage
10. Cultural heritage events

3

4

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Implement the role of citizens in
the National Cultural Heritage
Program (organizing committees
in each province)

Develop built heritage standards
in architecture and engineering
colleges all across Saudi Arabia

•
•

Promote the Cultural Dimension Forum in universities
Coordinate with the governors and of cials in each
province for the development of specialized committees

•

Organize design competitions specialized in built heritage
Organize exhibitions re ecting the uniqueness of built
heritage in each province
Invite students of architecture and design colleges to
participate in restoring heritage buildings under the
supervision of the SCTH

•
•

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
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Project Outline
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No

1

2

Interest in Sites of Islamic History
Project

Documentation of Islamic history sites

Rehabilitation of wells and water sources linked to the Prophet

Development, rehabilitation and operation of museums and archeological sites
across regions and provinces
No

Development of Khuzam Palace in Jeddah and converting it into an Islamic heritage
museum

7

Rehabilitating King Abdulaziz Palace in Kharj and converting it into a cultural center
in the heart of Kharj

6
8
9

3

Rehabilitating the route of the Prophet’s Hijrah

10

Entering Islamic history sites into the national registry

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Constructing eight new provincial museums
Develop six current museums

13

Rehabilitation of several archeological sites

14
15
17

Islamic history sites

Rehabilitating King Abdulaziz Palace in Muabidah and converting it into a museum in
Makkah
Furnish, equip and implement museum displays in 14 provincial museums

16

34

Museum of Historic Images in Badia Palace

11

12
4

Project

5

Quran Oasis

Rehabilitation of historical routes
Rehabilitation of historic forts

Regional museums in state owned historic buildings

35

Expansion of the National Museum

Development Project for King Abdulaziz Badia
Palace - Riyadh

Perspective illustration of the Development Project of King Abdulaziz Palace in
Kharj
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Dammam Museum

al-Madinah Museum

Hail Museum

Taima Museum

36

37

Tabuk Museum

Najran Museum

al-Ahsa Museum

Baha Museum
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Asir Museum

Qasim Museum

Jouf Museum

Northern Borders Museum
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No

Operation and maintenance of museums
& archeological sites
Project

18

Security guards and equipment for museums and archeological sites

19

Operation and maintenance of museums and sites open to visitors

20

Renovation of archeological sites

The preservation of built heritage sites and
development of heritage villages

No
21

Classi cation and registration of built heritage sites

23

Rehabilitation and development of heritage towns and villages

25

Built heritage forum and exhibitions

22

24

26
27

38

28

Bayt al-Balad – Jeddah

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Dirah District – al-Ula

Project

Documentation of built heritage buildings

Urgent recovery projects for dilapidated heritage buildings

Rehabilitation of privately owned heritage buildings presented to SCTH

Development of built heritage at historical ports along the Red Sea littoral (Yanbu,
Umluj, Wajh, Dhiba, Lith, and Qunfudhah)

Amiriyyah School
Hufuf, Eastern Province

Establish a built heritage center

Rijal Alma Village
Asir Province

39

Heritage Buildings in
Asir Province

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
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Registration and protection of antiquities, &
archeological exploration and excavation

No.
29

30

Cadastral survey to award deeds for archeological sites

34

Procurement of artifacts and heritage items

36

Registration of Saudi sites in the World Heritage List

38

Perimeter fencing projects and warning posts at archeological sites

40

Registration of artifacts and heritage items

35
37

39
41

Geophysical survey of
archeological sites

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Retrieval of national artifacts

31

32

40

Project

Antiquities Surveyors

Archeological surveys and excavations
Specialized archeological studies

Survey of underwater archeological sites

Expropriation of archeological and heritage sites owned by Saudis

Scienti c publications and the development of publication tools and methods

Green Arabia – Excavation of an
elephant tusk – Taima

Survey of underwater
antiquities

Museums and Archeological Sites Activities and
Programs
No.

Project

42

Operational programs for museums and archeological sites

43

Visiting exhibitions

44

Technical support for private museums

45

Technical xtures for museums and archeological sites

46

Museum education

47

Development of current displays at the National Museum

Family visits to museums

Special attention to private
museum owners

41

Educational workshops at
the museum
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Development of Handicrafts
No.

Project

48

Development of handicrafts production centers in various regions and provinces

50

Audiovisual documentation of handicrafts

49

51

52
53

Development of crafts in built heritage sites

Development of crafts in traditional souks
Investment on handicrafts
Handicrafts statute

Raising awareness & knowledge of national
heritage

No.
54
55

56
57

Media campaigns

Raising awareness and knowledge of Saudi interest in Islamic historical sites both in
Saudi Arabia and abroad
Documentary lm series on heritage and artifacts

58

Saudi Cultural Heritage Forum

60

Creating platforms for the National Cultural Heritage Project on social media and
reinforcing content

59

61

42

Project

Highlighting the cultural dimension in public education curricula

62

63

Handicrafts

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Traditional dishes

Traditional costume

Heritage Assemblies

Seminars and lectures

Field reconnaissance with stakeholders

43

Reconnaissance with international media
Cultural heritage publications

Social Media Channels

Museum Techniques in
Public Education

Al-Ahsa Oasis, an Evolving
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Recruitment & development of human resources
needed to manage cultural heritage
No.
64

Furnish all antiquities sites in Saudi with quali ed human cadre

65

66

Operate 18 new museums with quali ed human cadre

Contract specialists in the eld of antiquities and heritage

67

68
69
70

Project

Furnish all built heritage sites in Saudi Arabia with quali ed human cadre
Training national workforce working in the museums and antiquities sector of the
SCTH
Training heritage and antiquities of cials in English
Joint training project with international museums

44

45

Souk Okaz Festival

Cultural heritage events
No.

Project

71

Historic Jeddah Festival

72

Souk Okaz Festival

73

Events at heritage and antiquities sites

Historic Jeddah Festiva

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Event at a Built Heritage Site
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Program Structure
Supervisor of the National
Cultural Heritage Program
Executive Director
Executive Group

Supervisors of program
divisions
•

46

•

Interest in sites of Islamic history

•

and archeological sites across regions and provinces

•

sites

•

heritage villages

•

exploration and excavation

•
•

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Development, rehabilitation and operation of museums
Operation and maintenance of museums and archeological

48

Preservation of built heritage sites and development of
Registration and protection of antiquities, and archeological

Museums and archeological sites activities and programs

Development of handicrafts

•

Raising awareness and knowledge of national heritage

•

needed to manage cultural heritage

Recruitment and development of human resources
Cultural heritage events
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Al-Ahsa Regional Museum

Project Location

Project value &
Time frame
Value: SR. 53.000.000 (Phase I)
Duration: 24 Months.

The museum is located on King
Abdullah rd. adjacent to King Abdullah
environmental park.
Coordinates:
N49.556895
E25.315643

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
January 2017

Museum Information

Number of floors: 2 floors
Number of Galleries: 8 Galleries
Plot Area: 32.350 m2
total built-up area: 38.635 m2

Brief about the Project
The executive plan for the development of the Antiquities and museums sector
approved by SCTH Board of Directors on 28/5/1426 A.H, includes a program for the
establishment Regional Museums in each of the Kingdom’s region to comply with
international standards and specifications, making these museums a civil landmarks and
tangible testaments to the culture of these regions and its history. The museum building
design takes into account to reflect local identity of the urban heritage of each region,
and to include sufficient spaces to display the region's artifacts, culture, national history,
and the contribution of its inhabitants in the Kingdom’s establishment and unification,
in addition to audiovisual and interactive displays directed to all age groups and
especially children and school students, and displays that identifies the regions
environment and natural culture. This program also includes the establishment of AlAhsa Museum aiming to provide an enclosure for new programs, and making it more
active and connected to the educational process, and to provide high quality products on
the cultural heritage tourism map of the kingdom.
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