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1- Area of the Property
a) As Inscribed
The area of the registered site elements of Bosra World Heritage Property is 99.8 ha
and including the east pond, hippodrome and west pond area for the limit of the
WHS in 1980.
Site
Element

Name

Size in Hectare

1

Archaeological site area

90.4

1

2

East Pond area

1,2

1

3

The Field hippodrome area

4.7

1

4

Natural Spring

3.5
Total 99.8

Map n

1

b) As Modified
The area of the proposed minor boundary modification to extend site elements of
Bosra World Heritage Property is 16.4 ha and encompasses the south east, south
west and North West area for the limit of the WHS in 1980. The modification will
result in an increase of approximately 14% of the inscribed property which will have
an area of 16.4 H. The reason of an overlap of the WHS boundaries is to ensure full
protection of the outstanding universal value of the site depending on the new
excavations done in the site.
Site
Name
Element
Areas added to the WH site
12
Audion area
45
46

Coordinate of central point

Size in
Hectare

Map n

32o31`03.87

36˚28 47.11

4.9

2

Martyrs graveyard 32o30`57.71
area
Natural spring water 32o31`26.34
area

36˚29`02.78

7.5

2

36˚28`29.51

4.0

2

Total area 16.4
Area of the WH site as inscribed
Area of the WH site as inscribed
Areas added to the WH site

99.8
16.4
Total area 116.2

1
2

4

Total area of the proposed modification for the WH site and the Buffer zone
Area of the WH site as inscribed
116.2
Area of the Buffer Zone
200.4
Total area 316.6

2- Description of the Modification:
2-a- W.H property:
The proposed minor modification of the boundaries of Bosra World Heritage
property with the inclusion of the new areas into the existing property is to form
a coherent and continuous of remarkable number of finds dating to different
period, have been found all over this urban portion. At the west of the
Amphitheatre we find the remains of the necropolis and the Audion (fig 1), which
refers to the middle of the first century and the beginning of the second century
A.D. it has a round form with many entrances (fig2). At the west side there is Tell
Aswad (fig 3 ) and at the South of the Amphitheatre there is Roman cemetery.
The excavations led to the belief that audion is based on the remnants of ancient
period of the cemetery funeral located just west of the site, in addition
Nabataean coin and crumb Hellenistic pottery and other bronze Age and Roman
breaking pottery were found in the area.
At the South west side of the city there is the Martyrs graveyard (fig 4 ), and The
Ayyubid Tomb located at the South East side of the city (fig 5), Also in the North
west there is natural springs
which Believed it supplied the site
with its needs of water (fig 6-7).
This was adopted within the
framework of the Experts
evaluation to ensure better
recognition and support for the
conservation of the Old City and
its settings. (See annex 1 - map 1 )

Fig 1: Shows the Audion area and the south area of the amphitheatre with the remains of
the Roman cemetery.
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Fig 2: The remains
of the Audion wall.

Fig 3: Tell Aswad
remains.

6

Fig 6: The Martyrs
graveyard

Fig 5: Shows the
south east area that
covers the remains
of the Martyrs
graveyard. And The
Ayyubid Tomb at
the east.

7

Fig 6 : The spring
area.

Fig 7: The Spring
area.
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2-b- Defining the Buffer zone:
The Word Heritage Site was nominate on 1980 without buffer
zone, on 2003 DGAM define the buffer zone to protect the site
where development or other kinds of change could affect the
setting of the monument, and people’s understanding and
enjoyment of it.
With no established methodology in place as to how a buffer
zone should be established for World Heritage Sites, we
developed our own methodology based upon visibility to and
from the proposed Site, and analysis of the land use setting.
The buffer zone covers an area about 200.4 h, it consists of
four types of regulation. (Annex 2)

3- Justification:
As outlined in the 1980 Nomination Dossier, the various
elements shown in the enclosed list make Bosra a town of
unique architectural and aesthetic merit down the centuries
(annex 1- map 2).
The proposed modification area, is an integrated and
continuous part of Bosra. All three criteria under which the site
have been inscribed on the World Heritage List by the World
Heritage committee unreservedly also applied to the new
areas. All key features of the property are also present within
the modification.
The proposed areas of modification is under strict legal
protection and management scheme according to the
declaration on the protection of the site (Annex 1- map 3).
The including of the proposed area in to the overall World
Heritage Property will strengthen the integrity of the whole
property and align the new areas with full support from the
Syrian government. It will enhance and reinforce the
Statement of Outstanding Universal Value of the property as
adopted by the World Heritage Committee in its decision in
May 1980.
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4. Contribution to the Maintenance of the OUV:
As indicated in the previous chapter, the three criteria
under which the property has been inscribed also apply
to the proposed areas of modification. The areas are
located very closely to the inscribed site its registration is
an extension of the story of Bosra.
It also helps ensure the importance of the heritage in the
site and formally recognised. Criteria of the Operation
Guidelines therefore applies to those areas.
In respect to criteria and the proposed modification
also entail all the key features of Bosra.
The proposed buffer zone sets around the world heritage
site are designed to protect the primary conservation
features of a WHS, while allowing for some uses. Also it
helps to pressures originating from outside the inscribed
property. Within the buffer zones, the design of buildings,
including such factors as building height and site coverage
area, are limited to meet the needs of each zone. (See
Annex 2)

5. Legal Protection
The minor boundary of Bosra World Heritage property with
the inclusion of the proposed areas will result in a
reinforcement of the cooperation on the protection and
management of the property. The areas are subject to a
comprehensive protection scheme.
68% of the proposed areas are owned by Syrian
Authorities, the buffer zone was established in 2003 by the
antiquities authorities, the amendment led to extension of
the site up to 16.5.ha and also a more precise definition of
the protection objectives. The Ministerial Registration
Decision on the “Bosra Ancient city” is in annex 2.
The overall of the Act is to conserve the site including the
proposed areas with the buffer-zone and to protect it
against damage. Any activity which could cause
destruction, damage or change to the protected site or any
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part thereof or that lead to lasting disturbance is
prohibited.

6. Area of the buffer-zone
The buffer zone covers the immediate setting of the
World Heritage Site and the key vista from the main site,
its total area about 200.4 ha. Detailed maps of the World
Heritage Site boundary and the proposed buffer zone
(Map 1) are included in annex 1 of this submission. Annex
2 include the ministerial decree of the registration
n 380/A dated on 14 Sept. 2003
The proposed buffer zone aims to:
(i) Protect the visual setting of the site.
(ii) Respect the integrity of the Bosra’ designed
landscape including the visual setting where this was
visible from within the bounds of the designed
landscape.
(iii) Protect the views and vistas which were key to the
Bosra’ design.
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7. Management
The area of the proposed modification is fully covered by and integrated
in to Bosra Plan. The modification will extend and enhance the common
management, information and communication of the property will also
enhance awareness, information and communication of the wider
society that the area is one indivisible property which has the full Syrian
government backing.
The competent management authority for the whole site and its bufferzone is the antiquities authority. It has a staff of 41 persons including 10
ranger.
The level of funding for the site including is about 2000 $ annually. The
expertise and training possibilities are sufficient to ensure a continued
appropriate management and coordination with the overall
management. Moreover the GIS application had been applied in the
site.
The site with the proposed area and its buffer-zone are
furthermore fully integrated into the antiquities Monitoring and
Assessment.
In fact, DGAM had launched a project of revising the Law of Antiquities
n 222 of 1963 last year. Measures relating to the protection,
management and promotion of the Cultural Heritage is considered in
the new law to entrenched in a sound and comprehensive legislative
framework which respects the security of the law and the principles of
legality according to which the law operates and establishes the
foundation and the framework for the activities of the State.
The new law will enable an appropriate protection of the Cultural
Heritage and refers to a much broader vision which includes other
categories generally considered by international conventions including
those of UNESCO, and which encompass the intangible heritage and the
natural environment constituting the wider context of the cultural
heritage such as the Cultural Landscape. It is opt for a wider definition
of heritage, a definition that envisages a wider scope and a global vision
for cultural heritage. The new law called the Law of Syrian Cultural
Heritage, the final draft is now under reviewed by the Syrian
Government, and will issued during the next months.
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8. Documentation:
8. a. Contact information:
Arch. Lina Kutiefan
Director
Syrian World Heritage Sites.
Directorate General of Antiquities & Museums
Qasr al Heir St. - Damascus - SYRIA
Tel/fax: + 963 11 2315313
Email: lina4546@gmail.com

8.b. Additional information:
Maps of the modification and revised maps,
tables and figures which include of the
modification are in annex 1.
The ministerial decree for registration the site
with the buffer zone is included in the annex 2.
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Dr. Maamoun AbdulKarim
Director-General
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