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Undertaking the recommendation of the World Heritage Committee on its decision (14/38
COM 8B), Viet Nam requests a minor modification to the boundary of the Trang An
Landscape Complex World Heritage Area. This dossier is submitted for the review of the
relevant Advisory Bodies and for the consideration of the World Heritage Committee at its
40th session in July 2016.
The dossier includes the required documentation as set out in Annex 11 of the Operational
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention.
1)

Area of the property (in hectares)
a) As inscribed: 6,172 hectares
b) As proposed: 6,226 hectares
Area of the buffer zone
a) As inscribed: 6,080 hectares
b) As proposed:6,026 hectares

2)

Description of the modification

In its decision to inscribe Trang An on the World Heritage List (14/38 COM 8B), the World
Heritage Committee requested the State Party of Viet Nam to modify the boundary of the
property to better reflect the areas and attributes of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) and
ensure an appropriate surrounding buffer zone.
In principle, the focus of boundary revision has, therefore, been to ensure the property
encompasses all values and attributes upon which the property’s World Heritage status is
based, including:
 archaeological sites that are vital for understanding the story of pre-historic human
occupation and adaptation to the changing landscape and environment;
 all areas containing superlative natural features, and areas of exceptional natural
beauty and aesthetic importance; and
 a sufficient expanse of geological landscape and landforms to demonstrate the final
stages of geomorphic evolution of tower-karst in a humid tropical environment.
In practice, the boundary modification has added 54 ha (approximately 1%) to the total area
of the property, and has included the following main changes:
 Extension of the north-western sector of the property to include Dinh Mountain,
which is the natural setting for an ancient pagoda. This complements the Hoa Lu
Ancient Capital already included in the property, and also adds more natural karst
mountain terrain to the property.
 Extension of the southern boundary of the property to include a substantial mountain
area, part of which was reserved earlier for utilization in stone handicraft production.
This area is now closed to future quarrying and stone will be sourced from outside
the province. Also opportunities have been provided for stone workers and their
families to gain new skills and find alternative employment.

 Small expansion of the north-eastern sector of the property to encompass more of the
isolated towers emerging from the surrounding corrosion plain, thus better
demonstrating the end point in tower-karst development of the limestone massif.
 Reduction of the property at the north margin to exclude an old rock quarry close to
the Hoang Long River.
 Reduction of the property around the Tam Coc boat wharf to exclude private homes,
hotels and commercial businesses (shops and restaurants etc.), and a hotel site in
Bich-Dong.
The proposed buffer zone completely surrounds the property, and is slightly reduced in area
due to expansion of the property. There is no change to the outer boundary of the buffer
zone. This boundary is clearly delimited by natural features, such as major rivers, or by
administrative boundaries. It is fully endorsed by provincial authorities, local communities
and and key stakeholders.
3)

Justification for the modification

The boundary revision process has involved a thorough examination of the full length of the
boundary, using the following principles for delimiting the property:
 Ensuring that all the attributes of OUV are included, especially all caves of known or
potential archaeological significance, and the full extent of natural areas and karst
terrain, including isolated towers at the margins of the property that manifest the
final stages of geomorphic evolution of the limestone massif.
 Using natural features for defining the boundary as much as possible, such as the
base of slope at the outer extent of the massif, catchment (watershed) boundaries,
ridgelines and rivers.
 Using canals or rural roads to mark the boundary where natural features are
unavailable.
 Excluding areas that have been significantly modified by inappropriate human
activities and exploitation, such as former rock quarry sites.
 Excluding some residential and commercial sites, especially near the gateways to the
property.
4)

Contribution to the maintenance of the Outstanding Universal Value

The proposed modification adds to the property some values and attributes equivalent to
those of the inscribed OUV. In particular, some substantial natural areas are added that
enrich and expand the geological story under criterion (viii).No significant areas of OUV
have been excluded and there is no reduction in either the cultural authenticity or the
standard of integrity of the property.
5)

Implications for legal protection

All areas proposed for addition to the property are State-owned and have the same legal
status and security of protection as those included at the time of inscription. The entire
proposed property is subject to the highest legislative protection available in the country at
both provincial and national level.

6)

Implications for management arrangements

The areas proposed for addition to the property will be managed by the Trang An
Landscape Complex Management Board in exactly the same way that the inscribed property
is managed. There is no change to the overall administration, management or protection
arrangements for the World Heritage property. The entire proposed property is endorsed by
the Provincial authorities, and will be managed according to provisions in the approved
property management plan.
7)

Maps

See attached maps:
a) Map 1: Original and proposed revised boundary of the Trang An Landscape
Complex.
b) Map 2: Proposed revised boundary of the Trang An Landscape Complex.
8)

Additional information

Some photos of the areas proposed for addition to the Trang An World Heritage property
8.1 Photo of the Dinh Mountains at the north-western sector of the property.

8.2. Photo of the mountain area at the southern margin of the property, part of which
was reserved earlier for utilization in stone handicraft production.

