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L'ancienne ville d'Alep a ete oonstarnrent The ancient city of Alep£X> has continually 
associee a I I histoire nondiale du IIffie been associaterlwith world history fran the 
rnillenaire avant J. C a nos jours. les 2nd rnillenium before christ to the present. 
civilisations hi tti te assyrienne, achernEn:i.de During antiquity, the hittite, assyrian, 
grecx;{ue, ranaine 1 I ont marquee successi VI::IlI:::1 [lakkadian, greek and ronan civilizations 
d.ans l' antiquite. Prise par les aral::es en successively left their stamp on it. Taken 
637, par Nicephore en 962" possedee par les by the arabs in 638, by Nicephor II Phocas 
Fatimides d I Egypte au XIare siecle, saccagee in 962, under the possession of the Egyp­
par IE~ petit fils de Gengis Khan, Ibulagou tian Fatimids during the 11th century, sa­
en 1260, la ville a connu bien des vicissi - ck eO. , by the grandson of Gengis Khan, in 
tudes I' qui n'ont pas cesse a l'efXX3:l.1S rroder- I260, the city experienced numerous trou-
nee bles which continued for sane time. 
SDn inscription pourrait etre proposee au Its', inclusion may be recatrnended on the 
titre du critere n03 et se justifierait E:m grounds of its exceptional antiquity as 
outre par les considerations suivantes.: ~ll as its unique place in history, and is' 
1) la ville carp:>rte un ensemble fortifii~ justified, noreover, by the following con-
i:rrp:>r1:ant avec sa belle ci tadelle, reparee siderations: 
apres Ie siege de 1260, et sa muraille 011 1) the city cx:mprises an important forti­
subsi!3tent encore trois portes rredi~vale!:). fied canplex with its beautiful citadel , 
2) Elle conseI:Ve de nanbreux nonunents which was restored after the seige of I260 
relig:Leux :irnportants: Grande rrosquee, rrosque~ and its fortresswall, in which three. me­
du murier, rrosquee des pistaches, madrassa dieval entryways exist. 
Mokaddamiye, madrassa Halawiye et surtout 2) It retains numerous imJ:ortant religious 
madrassa El FirdcMs 1 batie en I235 ••• /. . • rronuments: ••• / ••• 
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par Daif,§ Khatoun, regente de 1 I anirat .~. The grand Unayyad l-Dsque, the Midani l-Dsque, 
(1 I Alep. the J ami el Foustouq r-bsque, the Madrasah 
:3) Elle oonserve des caravanserails et des M:>kadaarnayah, the l-f.adrasah Hallawayah and, 
quaztiers anciens, dent plusieurs rerrontent: . esoecially the Madrasah al Firdaws, construc-
au XVllere sieele. ted in 1235 by Daifa Khatoun, regentess of the 

emirate of Aleppo. 
3) Caravan-seraglio~ am old quarters which go 
back to the 17th are still in existence. 

ETAT DE , srATE OF 
CCNSERVATION PRESERVATlOO 

Des operations d I urbanisre' recentes ont Recent urban planning has considerably decrea- . 
beauooup arcoindri Ie patrinoine ncnunental sed the rronurnental heritage of Aleppo and a 
d' Alep et une canparaison avec l' etat des carg::>arison with its condition in 194 I, as 
lieux en 1941 , oont taroigne la publica- evidenced in the publication of Sauvaget, 
1:ioI1l de Sauvaget, Alep; essai sur Ie dew-- Alep, essai sur Ie developoement d' une grande . 
~~enent d' une grande ville syrienne des ville syrienne des origines au rrilieu du XIXEme 
~)rigrin~ au milieu du XIXere sieele, fait sieele, brings to light the erosion of the 
appatra:itre 1 'effritement du parcellaire older parcelling to the advantage of the no-
ancj,en au profit des quartiers rrodernes. dern neighborhoods. The Djdaida quarter (I7th 
Ie quartier Djedeide (XVIIere sieele) and 18th centuries) see:ns to have diminished, 
paralit a1roindri, sinon disparu. Des sites if not all but dispaepeared. Certain archeolo­
archeolo~iques, oc:mne la butte d'El Aquabe gical sites, such as the rround of Al-Aquabah 
(qui constitue probablerrent Ie tell (which probably constitutes the original tel 
prjllli t:if de l' antique Halap ) sont rrenaces. of ancient Halap) are menaced. 
La protection des rronurnents reste trop In a city which derives its prestige rrore fran ' 
ponctuelle et devrai t etre assortie de mem::>ries than fran the intrinsic quality of 
larg'es protections sectorielles respectant the buildings which have been preserved, the 
JL' aI'chib~cture mineure" et les reserves protection of the rronuments remain teo lir.rl.ted : 
arch.eolo:riques dans une ville plus and should be canbined with major sectoral 
prestigil~use par les souvenirs qui s'y protection respecting the "lesser" architec-
atta.chent, que par la quali te intrinseque ture and the archeological reserves. 
des batiments conserves. 

IrolOS Paris 1980.05 
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Bien prop?se : Centre historique d I Alep Nomination : The Ancient City of AleptX) 

Lieu: Alep Location : AleptX) 

Etat );artie : Republique Arabe Syrierme State party : Syrian Arab Republic 

Date: 30 Juin 1978 Date : June 30, 1978 
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B) REXXlMMANDATION DE L' ICOmS B) ICQM)S REXXM1ENDATION 

--.--.------------------------------------+---------------------------------------
Que I I inscription du bien cul turel pro'P)- That the inclusion of the proposed 
SE~ soit diff&€e. cultural property be deferred. 

--.--.--------------------------------.----+---------------------------------------
C) JUSTIFICATIOn C) JUSTIFICATION 

En 1980, l'ICCM)S avait reconmande que In 1980, IQ)MJS recamended that the pro-
Ia --prop?si tion d' inscription du centre !X)sal for inclusion of the historic centeI 
hi.storique d I Alep sur la Liste du Patri - of AleH?O be deferred mtil cc:xrplerrental:y 
m:line M::mdial soit differee jusqu'a ce details on:t:he existing heritage and on itiS 
que des precisions conplffiEntaires sur protection were furnished by the State 
Ie! patrirroine existant et sur sa protec- Party • 
tion aient ete fournies prr l'Etat memO. 'Ibis data has not been introduced into 
bre. the dossier, whim, however, has been 
Ces elemmts n' ont pas ete verses au dos- oorrpleted thanks to a 77 pages report 
si.er, qui a cependant ete complete grace published by Unesoo (The oonservation of 
a un rapp:>rt de 77 pages publie par the Old City of Aleppo, 1980). This re-
l'UN'ESCO ( The Conservation of the Old p?rt eJq?Oses the tragic reduction of the 
City of AlepP?J 1980). Ce raPfOrt extx>se rronurcental heritage of AleptX) following 
Ie tragique arroindrissarent du patr:i.rroine the "rerrodelling" of the city undertaken 
m:murrental d'Alep a la suite de la "re- in 1954. Haussrcanls ooncept of "enhance­
structuration" de la ville entrepriSE~ en rrent through disengagercent" has brought 
1954. L' idee haussrranienne de "degagElr devastation in the historic center of the 
p:mr rrettre en valeur" a opere des rava- Islamic city, of whim all of the ardli­
ges dans Ie centre historique d I me cite tecture was rceant· to be !::erCEi ved from 
islamique dont toute I I armi tecture e!tai t wi thin. Of the 418 hectares over whim 
congue p:mr etre perc;ue de I I interieur. the old city extended in 1941 at the ti.ne 
Sur les 418 hectares que oouvrait la of the publication of Jean Sauvaget's 
vieille ville en 1941 au norrent de let ~P : essai sur Ie developpem::nt dIme 
publication de Jean Sauvaget ( Alep; Es- grande ville syrienne des origines au mi-
sai sur Ie develoJ?l?E!CEIlt d I une grandE:" lieu du XIXerre siecle, 42 hectares have 

,-,----------------_...:..-_-------------, 
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vil14~ syrierme des origines au milieu ' 
'du XIxerne siecle), 42 hectares ont deja 
'diSPiiru; 45 hectares doivent disparait.re 
a leur tour en application du nouveau 
plan d'urbanisme elabore de 1969 a 1974 
par G.Banshoya. Ainsi, 257oo~viron du 
parcellaire ancien seraient Irremedia­
blemmt detrui ts. 
Pann:L les nonuments majeurs deja abat-· 
tus, on se bomera a ci ter Ie Hamnam al 
'iVa5alll (Xlle - XIlle siecles), Ie Hamnam 
SotKI al Glazl, la rrosquee Aqsarawi. Mai.s 
il faut aussi deplorer des qestructions 
Garrm~ celles du IlUlr nord de la grande 
:rrosquee et des sections considerables de 
l' enceinte des Marrelouks dans Ie secteur 
de Bab el Faraj. Surtout, on doi t note!' 
1a dEmli tion systffiatique de centaines 
de m:risons anciennes, qui nodifie consi.­
derablemmt la P'lysiomrnie des quartieJ:s 
DjedEride, Farafra, Bab el Faraj, et de 
OOute la vieille ville. 
Pour toutes ces raisons, l'inscription du 
GentJ~e historique d' Alep sur la liste du 
PatrirroineM:mdial ne peut etre prise en 
constderation dans sa definition actuelle. 
Con~te tenu de l' inter~t particulier qui 
s' attache a la prop::>si tion, l'I(l)M)S p::>ur­
:rai t toutefois examiner illle nouvelle de­
mar:rlE~ si celle-ci etait justifiee : 

l) p;tr la definition abjecti ve de zones 
de pl:otection absolue, tenant corrpte des 
mutat:ions irreversibles survenues au cours 
des dernieres annees dans Ie parcellaire. 

:2) P;Lr I' adoption d' une p::>li tique d' u:r:ba­
rrlsme! analogue a celIe que precnnise Ie' 
raPfX::Irt de l'UNEScn et qui seule peut 
contribuer a sauver ce qui subsiste enoore 
du p;Ltrirroine rronurrental et de l'identire 
culturelle d'Alep. 

already disappeared; 45 hectares should dis-
appear in their tum with the application 

of the new urbanization plan, drawn up fran 
1969 to 1974 by G. Banshoya. 'lhus, about 25% 
of the old parcelling would be irrevocably 
destroyed. Anong the major rronurrents already 
razed, the Hanman al Wasani (l2th - 13th cen 
turies), the Harman Sou:;{ al Ghazl, the nosque 
Aqsarawi, will sinply be noted. But, destruc­
tion as that of the north wall of the great 
rrosque and oonsiderable sections of the enclo 
sing wall of the t1arnelukes in the sector of 
Bab el Faraj must also be deplored. Above all 
systematic denoli tion of hundreds of old hous-
es must be noted, which has oonsiderably ned 
ified the physiognc::ny of the quarters of 

Djedeide, Farafra, Bab el Faraj and all of 
the old city. 

For all of these reasons, the inclusion of 
the historic center of AleptX) on the World 
Heritage list may not be taken into consider­
ation as it is presently defined. 
Considering the particular interest whim is 

attached to the proposal, Icnms would nevertl 
less examine a 'DI2!N request if it were justi­
fied : 

1) by the objective definition of the absolute 
zones of protection, taking into acoount the 
irreversible alteration whim the parcelling 
has undergone over the last years. 

2) by the adoption of an w::banization p::>licy 
analogous to that which is reoonrrencEd by the 
Unesoo rePJrt and which can alone oontribute 
to salvaging that which still exists of the 
rronurrental heritage and cultural identity of 
Alepp::>. 

lrom. Paris, Avril 1981. 
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A) ID~~IFICATIQ~ 

Bien propose ru1cienne ville d'Alep 

Lieu: Alep 

Etat partie : Republique Arabe Syrienne 

Date : 30 Juin 1978 

B) RECO~~TION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que 1e bien culturel propose soit 
inscrit sur la liste du Patrimoine 
MOndial, sous reserve d'une delimitation 
realiste du perimetre de protection. 

IntroauiLe en 1978 par la Republique 
.;rate Syrienne, la proposition d' ins­
cription du centre historique d'Alep 
sur la liste du Patrimoine Mondial vient 
de nouveau en discussion. Le dossier a 
gagne en credibilite en ce qu'il ne fait 
plus etat de quartiers entiere~t re­
construits ou de rronuments detruits 
depuis longte~ps, camrne le Hammam al 
Wasani , le HarmBffi Souq al Ghaz 1 , la 
rrosquee Aqsarawi. 

Mais les nouvelles delimitations du 
perimetre de protection proposees succes­
sivement en 1982 et 1983 restent sujet­
tes a caution. 

1) le perimetre de protection indique 
sur le plan annexe au dossier de propo­
sition d'inscription comporte encore 
un quartier rrodeme, urbanise au XIXe 
siecle et actuellement en cours de 
reconstruction. 

IDRLD HERITJI.GE LIST )1"0 21 ----

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Ancient City of Aleppo 

Location : Aleppo 

State party : Syrian Arab Republic 

Date: June 30, 1978 

B) ICQ{--oS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed. cultural proper:.y 
be included on the World Heritage List, 
subject to a realistic delimitation 6f 
the perimeter of protection. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The proposition for the inscription of 
the Historic Center of Aleppo on the 
World Heritage List, introduced in 1978 

., 

by the Syrian Arab Republic, has agai:1 
come underdiscussion. The file has gained 
in credibility as it no longer includes 
quarters which have been completely 
reconstructed or monuments which were 
destroyed sometime ago, such as the 
HarmBffi al Wasani, the Harmlam Souq al Ghaz 1, 
the Mosque Aqsarawi. 

But the new delimitations of the peri­
meter of protection, which were suocessi-' 
vely proposed in 1982 and 1983, remain 
open to question. 

1) The perimeter of protection indicated 
on the plan appended to the file of the 
propoSition for inscription still compri­
ses a modem quarter, urbanized in the 
19th century and presently under recons­
truction. 

-----_ •.. __ ._-----------. --_._ .•. _------- , 
----.--".~ .. -' 
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2) En revanche, un nouveau perimetre de 
protection annexe a une lettre trans­
mise le 1er ITB.rs 1983 par l'UNESCO, 
neglige le quartier ancien de Bab Neirab 
qui est effecti verrent en cours de de.rro­
lition aux termes d'un projet modifie 
en 1981-1982 (un harrmarn, deux rrosquees, 
plusieurs fontaines d'epoque mamelouke 
classes ou non classes, ont deja ete 
detruitsi le projet prevoit deux axes 
de circulation de 30 metres de laLge) • 

L'ICOMOS preconise toujours le prin­
cipe de l'inscription d'une partie du 
centre historique d'Alep sur la liste 
du Patrirroine Mondial, mais ne peut se 
prononcer sur la delimitation d'une 
ville ancienne qui ne cesse pas d'§tre 
bouleversee par les arnenageurs. Peut­
§tre la zone intra muros est-elle mieux 
protegee, en depit des destructions 
ITB.ssives du quartier de Bab el Faraj, 
du percerrent de "penetrantes" bordees 
d I irrmeubles rrodernes et de 11 absence de 
regle~ts d'urbanisme efficaces inter­
disant des constructions de teton a 
dix etages dans l'environnement imme­
diat. 

Si cette protection juridique, qui 
n 1 a pas e.mp§che jusqu I ici la destruc­
tion massive de maisons anciennes non 
classees, paraissait L~operante, il 
faudrait se resigner a inscrire, a ti­
Lre symbolique et comw.ernoratif, quel­
ques rronuments isoles, en souvenir de 
ce qJe fut naguere Alep : l'une des 
villes les plus riches du patrimoine 
culturel de l'humanite. 

2) Conversely, a new perimeter of pro­
tection appended to a letter trals: 
mitted the 1st of March 1983 by Ul'-rESCO, 
neglects the old quarter of Bab Neirab 
which is, actually, being de~lished 
under a project modified in 1981-1982 
( a hammam, two mosques, several four.­
tains of the Marnluk period, bot.~ classi­
fied and non-classified, have alreadv 
been destroyed; the project provides­
for two traffic axes 30 meters wide). 

ICOMOS would still recommend the 
principle of the inscription of a 
part of the historic centre of Aleop.') 
on the World Heritage List, but Callilot 
express an opinion on b1e delimitatio~ 
of an old city which has not ceased to 
be uprooted by tovm planners. Perhaps 
the zone intra rnuros is better protected, 
despite the ITB.ssive destructions Ll t~e 
Bab el Faraj quarter, the openi~g of 
access roads bordered by modern Duildi~gs 
and the absence of efficient urb2~~l=~ti8n 
regulations which forbid concrete ;:;;':ll­

dings of ten stories in t."-le irLrredio.te 
surroundings. 

If this juridical protection -wnich 
has not, up to nON, prevented the rrassi­
ve destruction of old non-classified 
houses- appears to be ineffective I then 
one would have to become resigned to 
inscribe certain isolated mor.~ents, 
based on their symbolic and co~~r~­
tive significance, in merrory of "f/hat 
was once Aleppo : one of the richest 
cities of the cultural heritage 0-:: aJ L 
hurnanity. 

ICO~S, Juin 1933. 



CEtJTRE HIS'IDRIQUE 

D' ALEP 



II 

-------------------------------------
IC:OMOS 

IiNTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND SITES 

CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES MONUMENTS ET DES SITES 

CONSEJO INTERNACIONAL DE MONUMENTOS Y SITIOS 

'\.1E)K"lYHAPOllHbIA COBET no BonpOCAM nAM~THliKOB li llOCTonPliME4ATEJlbHblX MECT 

~vORLD HERITAGE LIST 21 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination : Ancient City of Aleppo 

Location : Aleppo 

State Party Syrian Arab Republic 

Date: June 30,' 1978 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be included on the World 
Heritage List on the basis of criteria III and IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Submitted in 1978 by the Syrian Arab Republic, the nonination of 
the historic centre of Aleppo for inclusion on the World Heritage 
List ,,,as examined and deferred by the Committee in 1930, 1981 and 
1983. 

No reservation was nade with regard to the intrinsic value of 
this cultural property with respect to which criteria III and IV 
of the "Guidelines" are justifiably advanced. However, many 
concerned persons have denounced the empty character of 
international protection for a radically changing city where 
entire quarters have disappeared since the nomination has been 
under examination, and where the incidence of extensive road 
widening and construction of buildings comprising over ten floors 
has increased. 

In the last few years, under the impetus of the new Mayor, Mr. 
Naji Outri, and with support from the Division of Antiquities, a 
new urban policy reflecting greater respect for old constructions 
has been adopted at Aleppo. 

Mr. Dominique Hubert's preparatory assistance mission (March­
April 1986) demonstrated the real determination of responsible 
officials to safeguard Aleppo's monumental heritage and to take 
part in drafting a new nomination. This new nomination is both 
more realistic and less restrictive than the earlier versions: it 
encornpases an area beyond the walls of the ancient city and 
includes all the old quarters extra muros (north outlying 
district, northeast and east quarters) designated within a 
carefully marked-off zone. A number of specific types of 
protection are also planned for the quarters located farther from 
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the historic city, in areas where the historic urban fabric has 
lost its coherency. 

ICOMOS is delighted at a favorable turn of events in what has 
long been an extremely critical situation. The determination to 
safeguard what survives of the archaeological and historic 
heritage of Aleppo is a positive element of evaluation. To 
deplore incessantly the irremediable cases of destruction which 
have occurred for nearly 30 years in a historic city which in 
1941 covered 418 hectares serves no purpose. Rather than placing 
the site on the World Heritage List for the purpose of protecting 
a few isolated monuments (in 1986, 233 listed and 36 in the 
process of inclusion), it would be appropriate to give 
consideration to the surviving ensemble as a Whole, as defined in 
the new nomination. It is also desirable that the destruction 
Aleppo has been subjected to in the past be impossible in the 
future. Should there be any hesitation, inclusion on the List of 
Horld Heritage in Danger could be recommended. 

ICor'10S, April 1986. 
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