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illB] en proposé: Centre historique d'Alep

s 2

Etat partie: La république arabe Syriemne

Nomination: The ancient city of Aleppo

Location: Aleppe

State party: The arab republic of Syria |-

Date: 30 Juin IS78 Date: June 30, I978
3) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION

i

Que l'inscription du bien culturel propose
soit différée jusqu'a ce que des précisions
complémentaires sur le patrimoine existant
et sur sa protection aient été fournis par
1'Etat membre.

property be deferred until the supplemen-]
tary indications cf the existing heritage

by the State Party.

That the mm‘

and of its protection have been furmshed N

C) JUSTIFICATION

C) JUSTIFICATION

L'ancienne ville 'c'i'Alep a été constamment
associée 3 l'histoire mondiale du IIéme
millénaire avant J.C 3 nos jours. lLes
civilisations hittite assyrienne,acheménide
grecque, ramaine l'ont marquée successivemen
dans l'antiquité. Prise par les arabes en
637, par Nicéphore en 962, possédée par les
Fatimides d'Egypte au XI&me siécle, saccagée
par le petit fils de Gengis Khan, Houlagou
en 1260, la ville a connu bien des vicissi~
tudes, qui n'ont pas cessé a 1'époque moder-
ne.

Son inscription pourrait &tre proposée au
titre du critére n°3 et se justifierait en
outre par les considérations suivantes.:
1) la ville comporte un ensemble fortifié
important avec sa belle citadelle, réparée
aprés le siége de 1260, et sa muraille ou
subgistent encore trois portes médiévales.
2) Elle conserve de nambreux monuments
religieux importants: Grande mosquée, mOSqué
du murier, mosquée des pistaches, madrassa
Mokaddamiyé, madrassa Halawiyé et surtout
madrassa E1 Firdows, batie en I235 .../...

The ancient city of Aleppo has continually
been associatedwith world history fram the
2nd millenium before christ to the present.
During antiquity, the hittite, assyrian,
takkadian, greek and raman civilizations
successively left their stamp on it. Taken
by the arabs in 638, by Nicephor II Phocas
in 962, under the possession of the Egyp-
tian Fatimids during the 11th century, sa-
cked. by the grandson of Gengis kKhan, in
1260, the city experienced numerous trou-
bles which continued for same time.

Its - inclusion may be recammended on the
grourds of its exceptional antiquity as
well as its unique place in history, ard is
justified, moreover, by the following con-
siderations:

1) the city camprises an important forti-
fied complex with its beautiful citadel ,
which was restored after the seige of I260
eand its fortresswall, in which three me-
dieval entryways exist.

2) It retains numerous important religious
monuments:
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par Daif8 Khatoun, régente de 1'émirat
d'Alep.

3)Elle oonserve des caravanserails et des
quartiers anciens, dont plusieurs remontent:
au XVIIéne siécle.

* The grand Umayvad Mosque, the Midani Mosque, .
the J&mi el Foustoug Mosque, the Madrasah
Mokaddamayah, the Madrasah Hallawayah and, ;
: esoec1ally the Madrasah al Firdows, construc- :j§
ted in 1235 by Daifa Khatoun, regentess of the ::
emirate of Aleppo.
3) Caravan-seraglios and old quarters which go
back to the I7th century are still in ex15tence. o

D) INTEGRITE, AUTHENTICITE ET ETAT DE
CONSERVATION

D) INTBGRITY, AUTHENTICITY, STATE OF
PRESERVATION

Des opérations d'urbanisme - récentes ont

beauvcoup amoindri le patrimoine monumental
d'Alep et une comparaison avec 1l'état des
lieux en I941 , dont témoigne la publica-
tion de Sauvaget, Alep; essai sur le déve-

Recent urban planning has considerably decrea- E
sed the monumental heritage of Aleppo and a |}
camparison with its condition in I94I, as .
evidenced in the publication of Sauvaget,

Alep, essai sur le développement d'une grande

loppement d'une grande ville syrienne des

ville syrienne des origines au milieu du XIXame |

oricines au milieu du XIXéme siécle, fait
apperaitre l'effritement du parcellaire
ancien au profit des quartiers modernes.
le cuartier Djédeidé (XVIIéme siécle)
parait amoindri, sinon disparu. Des sites
archéologiques, camme la butte d'El Aquabé
{(qui constitue probablement le tell

primitif de 1l'antique Halap ) sont menacés.

La protection des monuments reste trop
ponctuelle et devrait étre assortie de
larges protections sectorielles respectant
1'architecture mineure" et les réserves
archéologiques dans une ville plus
prestigieuse par les souvenirs qui s'y
attachent que par la qualité intrinségque
des batiments conservés.

ICOMOS Paris I980.05

siécle, brings to light the erosion of the (
older parcelling to the advantage of the mo~
dern neighborhoods. The Djdaida quarter (I7th
and I8th centuries) seems to have diminished, !
if not all but dispappeared. Certain archeolo-
gical sites, such as the mound of Al-Aquabah
(which probably constitutes the original tel !
of ancient Halap) are menaced. :
In a c1ty which derives its prestige more frcm j
memories than fram the intrinsic quality of

the buildings which have been preserved, the
protection of the monuments remain tco limited
and should be cambined with major sectoral
protection respecting the "lesser" architec-
ture and the archeological reserves. . ‘
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Bien proposé : Centre historique d'Alep

Lieu: Alep
Etat partie : Républicjue Arabe Syrienne

Date: 30 Juin 1978

Nomination : The Ancient City of Aleppo

Location : Aleppo
State party : Syrian Arab Republic

Date : June 30, 1978
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B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMDS

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION
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Que l'inscription du bien culturel propo-
sé soit différée.

That the inclusion of the proposed
cultural property be deferred.

C) JUSTIFICATION

C) JUSTIFICATION

Iy
I
Iy
Iy
I
4
Iy
d|

En 1980, 1'ICOMOS avait recommandé que
la ~proposition d'inscription du centre
historique d'Alep sur la Liste du Patri-
moine Mondial soit différée jusqu'id ce
que des précisions complémentaires sur
le patrimoine existant et sur sa protec—
tion aient été fournies par 1'Etat mem-
bre.

Ces éléments n'ont pas été versés au dos-—
sier, qui a cependant été complété grace
d un rapport de 77 pages publié par
1'UNESCO ( The Conservation of the 0ld
City of Aleppo, 1980). Ce rapport expose
le tragique amoindrissement du patriroine
monumental d'Alep &4 la suite de la "re-
structuration" de la ville entreprise en
1954. L'idée haussmanienne de "dégager
pour mettre en valeur" a opéré des rava-
ges dans le centre historique d'une cité
islamique dont toute 1l'architecture était]
congue pour étre pergue de l'intérieur.
Sur les 418 hectares que couvrait la
vieille ville en 1941 au moment de la
publication de Jean Sauvaget ( Alep; Es-

In 1980, IcoM0S recammended that the pro-
posal for inclusion of the historic center
of Alepoo be deferred until camplementary
details on the existing heritage and on itis
protection were furnished by the State
Party.

This data has not been introduced into
the dossier, which, however, has been
completed thanks to a 77 pages report
published by Unesco (The conservation of
the 0ld City of Aleppo, 1980). This re—-
port exposes the tragic reduction of the
monumental heritage of Aleppo following
the "remodelling" of the city undertaken
in 1954. Haussman's concept of "enhance-
ment through disengagement" has brought
devastation in the historic center of the
Islamic city, of which all of the archi-
tecture was meant to be werceived from
within. Of the 418 hectares over which
the old city extended in 1941 at the time
of the publication of Jean Sauvaget's
Alep : essai sur le développement d'une
grande ville syrienne des origines au mi-

sai sur le développement d'une grande

lieu du XIXeéme siécle, 42 hectares have
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ville syrienne des origines au milieu

du XI[Xéme siécle), 42 hectares ont déja
disparu; 45 hectares doivent disparaitre
d leur tour en application du nouveau
plan d'urbanisme élaboré de 1969 a 1974
par G.Banshoya. Ainsi, 25/c.environ du
parcellaire ancien seraient Irrémédia-
blement détruits.

Parmi les monuments majeurs déj3i abat-
tus, on se bormera a citer le Hammam al
Wasani (XIIe - XIIIe siécles), le Hammam
Soug al Ghazl, la mosquée Agsarawi. Mais
il faut aussi déplorer des destructions
comme celles du mur nord de la grande
mosquée et des sections considérables de
1'enceinte des Mamelouks dans le secteur
de Bab el Faraj. Surtout, on doit noter
la démolition systématique de centaines
de maisons anciennes, qui modifie consi-
dérablement la physionomie des quartiers
Djédeidé, Farafra, Bab el Faraj, et de
toute la vieille ville.

Pour toutes ces raisons, 1l'inscription du
centre historique d'Alep sur la liste du
Patrimoine Mondial ne peut étre prise en
considération dans sa définition actuelle.
Campte tenu de 1'intérét particulier qui
s'attache 3 la proposition, 1'ICOMOS pour-
rait toutefois examiner une nouvelle de-
mande si celle-ci était justifiée :

1) par la définition objective de zones
de protection absolue, tenant compte des
mutations irréversibles survenues au cours
des derniéres amnées dans le parcellaire.

2) per l'adoption d'une politique d'urba-
nisme analogue 3 celle que préconise le
rapport de 1'UNESCO et qui seule peut
contribuer § sauver ce qui subsiste encore
du patrimoine monumental et de 1'identité
culturelle d'Alep.

already disappeared; 45 hectares should dis-
appear in their turn with the application
of the new urbanization plan, drawn up from
1969 to 1974 by G. Banshoya. Thus, about 25%
of the old parcelling would be irrevocably
destroyed. Among the major monuments already
razed, the Hamman al Wasani (12th - 13th cen
turies), the Hamman Soug al Ghazl, the mosque
Agsarawi, will simply be noted. But, destruc-
tion as that of the north wall of the great
mosque and considerable sections of the enclo
sing wall of the Marmelukes in the sector of
Bab el Faraj must also be deplored. Above all
systematic demolition of hundreds of old hous
es must be noted, which has considerably mcd
ified the physiognamy of the quarters of
Djedeide, Farafra, Bab el Faraj and all of
the old city.

For all of these reasons, the inclusion of
the historic center of Aleppo on the World
Heritage list may not be taken into consider-

ation as it is presently defined.

Considering the particular interest which is
attached to the proposal, ICOMOS would nevertt
less examine a new request if it were justi-
fied :

1) by the objective definition of the absolute
zones of protection, taking into account the
irreversible alteration which the parcelling
has undergone over the last years.

2) by the adoption of an wrbanization policy
analogous to that which is recommended by the
Unesco report and which can alone contribute
to salvaging that which still exists of the
monumental heritage and cultural identity of
Aleppo.

ICMOS. Paris, Avril 1981.
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Bien proposé : Ancienne ville d'Alep Nomination : Ancient City of Aleppo §
Lieu : Alep Location : Aleppo

Etat partie : Répuplique Arabe Syrienne  State party : Syrian Arab Republic

Date : 30 Juin 1978 Date : June 30, 1978
B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION

Que le bien culturel proposé soit That the proposed cultural property
inscrit sur la liste du Patrimoine be included on the World Heritage List,
Mondial, sous réserve d'une délimitation subject to a realistic delimitation of
réaliste du périmétre de protection. the perimeter of protection.
C) JUSTIFICATION C) JUSTIFICATION

Introduite en 1978 par la République The proposition for the inscription of
Arabe Syrienne, la proposition d'ins- the Historic Center of Aleppo on the
cription du centre historique d'Alep World Heritage List, introduced in 1978
sur la liste du Patrimoine Mondial vient by the Syrian Arab Republic, has again
de nouveau en discussion. Le dossier a camne underdiscussion. The file has gained
gagné en crédibilité en ce qu'il ne fait in credibility as it no longer includes
plus état de quartiers entiérement re- quarters which have been completely
construits ou de monuments détruits reconstructed or monuments which were
depuis longtemps, comme le Hammam al destroyed sametime ago, such as the
Wasani, le Hammam Soug al Ghazl, la Hammam al Wasani, the Hammam Soug al Ghazl,
mosquée Agsarawi. the Mosque Agsarawi.

Mais les nouvelles délimitations du But the new delimitations of the peri-

périmétre de protection propos€es succes- meter of protection, which were successi-:
sivement en 1982 et 1983 restent sujet- vely proposed in 1982 and 1983, remain

tes d caution. open to question.

1) le périmétre de protection indiqué 1) The perimeter of protection indicated
sur le plan amnexé au dossier de propo- on the plan appended to the file of the
sition d'inscription comporte encore proposition for inscription still compri-
un quartier moderme, urbanisé au XIXe ses a modern quarter, urbanized in the
siécle et actuellement en cours de 19th century and presently under recons-

reconstruction. truction.
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2) En revanche, un nouveau périmétre de
protection annexé a une lettre trans-
mise le ler mars 1983 par 1'UNESCO,
néglige le quartier ancien de Bab Neirab
qui est effectivement en cours de démo-
lition aux termes d'un projet modifié
en 1981-1982 (un hammam, deux mosquées,
plusieurs fontaines d'époque mamelouke
classés ou non classés, ont déja été
détruits; le projet prévoit deux axes
de circulation de 30 métres de large).

L'ICOMOS préconise toujours le prin-
cipe de l'inscription d'une partie du
centre historique d'Alep sur la liste
cdu Patrimoine Mondial, mais ne peut se
prononcer sur la délimitation d'une
ville ancienne qui ne cesse pas d'é@tre
bouleversée par les aménageurs. Peut-
étre la zone intra muros est-elle mieux
protégée, en dépit des destructicns
massives du quartier de Bab el Faraj,
du percement de "pénétrantes'" bordées
d'immeubles modernes et de 1'absence de
réglements d'urbanisme efficaces inter-
disant des constructions de béton a
dix étages dans 1'environnement immé-
diat.

Si cette protection juridique, qui
n'a pas empéché jusqu'ici la destruc-
tion massive de maisons anciennes non
classées, paraissailt inopérante, il
faudrait se résigner & inscrire, & ti-
tre symbolique et commémoratif, quel-
ques monuments isolés, en souvenir de
ce que fut naguére Alep : l'une des
villes les pius riches du patrimoine
culturel de 1'humanité.

2) Conversely, a new perimeter of pro-
tection appended to a letter trans-
mitted the lst of March 1983 by UNESCO,
neglects the old quarter of Rab Neirab
which is, actually, being demolished
under a project modified in 1981-1682

( a hammam, two mosques, several foun-
tains of the Mamluk period, both classi-
fied and non-classified, have already
been destroyed; the project provides
for two traffic axes 30 meters wide).

ICOMOS would still recommend the
principle of the inscription of a
part of the historic centre of Aleppo
on the World Heritace List, but cannoct
express an opinion on the delimitation
of an old city which has not ceased to
be uprooted by town planners. Perhaps
the zone intra muros is better crotected,
despite the massive destructions in the
Bab el Faraj quarter, the opening of -
access roads bordered by modern rtuildings
and the absence of efficient urbanizatior
regulations which forkid concretfe izuil-
dings of ten stories in the immediate
surroundings.

o

If this juridical protection -which
has not, up to now, prevented the massi-
ve destruction of old non-classified
houses— appears to be ineffective, then
one would have to become resigned to
inscribe certain isolated morwuments,
based on their symbolic and commerora-
tive significance, in memory of
was once Aleppo : one of the richest
cities of the cultural heritage of all
hunanity.

- ot -—
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ICOMOS, Juin 19G3.
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A) IDENTIFICATION

Nomination : Ancient City of Aleppo

Location : Aleppo

State Party : Syrian Arab Republic

Date : June 30, 1978

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION

That the proposed cultural property be included on the Vorld
Heritage List on the basis of criteria III and IV.

C) JUSTIFICATION

Submitted in 1978 byv the Syrian Arab Republic, the nomination of
the historic centre of Alenpo for inclusion on the World Heritage
List was examined and deferred by the Committee in 1980, 1981 and
1983.

No reservation was mnade with regard to the intrinsic value of

this cultural property with respect to which criteria III and IV
of the "Guidelines" are Justifiably advanced. However, many
concerned persons have denounced the empty character of
international protection for a radically changing city where
entire quarters have disappeared since the nomination has been
under examination, and where the 1incidence of extensive road
widening and construction of buildings comprising over ten floors
has increased.

In the last few vyears, under the impetus of the new Mayor, Mr.
Naji Outri, and with support from the Division of Antiquities, a
new urban policy reflecting greater respect for old constructions
has been adopted at Aleppo.

Mr. Dominicgue Hubert's opreparatory assistance mission (March-
Apnril 1986) demonstrated the real determination of responsible
officials to safequard Aleppo's monumental heritage and to take
part in drafting a new nomination. This new nomination is both
more realistic and less restrictive than the earlier versions; it
encompases an area bevond the walls of the ancient city and
includes all the o0ld quarters extra muros (north outlying
district, northeast and east quarters) designated within a
carefully marked-off zone. A number of specific types of
protection are also planned for the quarters located farther from
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the historic «city, 1in areas where the historic urban fabric has
lost its coherency.

ICOMOS is delighted at a favorable turn of events in what has
long been an extremely critical situation. The determination to
safeguard what survives of the archaeological and historic
heritage of Aleppo 1is a positive element of evaluation. To
deplore incessantly the irremediable cases of destruction which
have occurred for nearly 30 vyears in a historic city which in
1941 covered 418 hectares serves no purpose. Rather than placing
the site on the World Heritage List for the purpose of protecting
a few 1isolated monuments (in 1986, 233 1listed and 36 in the
process of inclusion), it would be appropriate to give
consideration to the surviving ensemble as a whole, as defined in
the new nomination. It is also desirable that the destruction
Aleppo has been subjected to in the past be impossible in the
future. Should there be any hesitation, inclusion on the List of
World Heritage in Danger could be recommended.

ICOMOS, April 198e6.
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