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WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 88 ------

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: '!he Ntbian nonurrents fran 
Abu Sinbel to Fhilae • 

• 
Loca tion: '!he Cbuvernate of Aswan 

State party: Egypt 

Da te: March 9, 1979 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

Que Ie bien culturel propose soit inscrit 
sur la liste du PatriIcoine M:>ndial. 

'!bat the cultural property be inscribed 
on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

D' Assouan a la frontiere soOOanaise s' e- An archaeological zone of prinaIy i.rntX>r-
tend une zone a.rcheologique de toute pre- tanoe extends from Aswan to the Sudanese 
rniere i.rntX>rtance. Assouan, au oord de la border. Aswan, situated oorth of the first 
1ere cataracte, etait lID p:>int strategique cataract, was an essential strategic p:>int 
essentiel dans I 'Egypte pharaonique : c'es in {ilaraonic Egypt. It was fran this p:>int 
de la que furent nenees, depuis les tenp; I that, since prehistoric ti.nes (from the 
prehistoriques (des Ie 3ere rnillenaire av. I 3rd rnillenium B.C.), victorious expeditions 
J .C .), les expeditions victorieuses qui i were IrOlIDtedwhich lead to a lasting dani
aboutirent a \.IDe domination durable sur Ie! nation of Nubia, the oountry to the south, 
pays riche en or et autres rninerais, en 1 rich in gold and other minerals, in ivory 
i voire et en bois precieux, qui s' etendai t and in precioqs 'I.lOOd _ 'lb each of the great 
au sud: la Nubie. A chacune des grandes periods of Egyptian history there oorres-
ePJqUes de I 'histoire egyptienne oorrestDn ponds, if only partially, a seizure of 
une mainmise, au noins partielle, sur la I Nubia, which enjoyed the roll of natural ; 
Nubie, qui fait figure d'annexe naturelle annex to the Kingdan. '!he sovereignty of , 
du royaurre. La suzerairete des {ilaraons fu1 the Pharaohs was solidly established during 
soliderrent etablie au t.errp; du tbuvel Eitpi i the ~ Empire ( first part of the second 
re (lere partie du lIe millenaire). Mili- ! milleniurn B.C.) • After the military oon
ta.irerrent conquise vers 1550 av. J .C., la quest, t:c"Mards 1550 B.C., Nubia virtually 
Nubie devint une veritable colonie, admi- I becarre a colony, administered by a gouver
nistree par un gouverneur, et dent les re- , nor, whose fiscal and carmercial incarre 
venus fiscaux et c:x::mrerciaux transitaient I was transferred to Aswan. 
par Assouan. 
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Apres la chute du r-t>uvel Ertpire (ca. 1070 With the fall of the New Errpire (ca. 1070 B.L 
av.J.C.), 1a Nlbie oonnut enoore une ¢riode Nubia again enjoyed a period of prosperity du
de pros~ri~ ~ l'~p:>qUe greco-ranaine et ring the Greco-raran period and during the 1st 
dans les premiers si~les de l'~re chretien- years of the Olristian era, until the triUJIh oj 
ne, jusqu'au triat{ile de l'Islam. Islam. 

Ie souvenir de ce long pass~ brillant, ve- 'lhe nerrory of this lengthy, brillant past 
cu dans I' orbited' une des civilisations an- wi thin the orbit of one of the nest rerna.!Xable 
tiqtES les plus renm:quables, s' est maintenu ancient civilizations, has been retained to thi~ 
jusqu'A mus grace ~ une s~rie de nonUltents day thanks to a series of unequalled rrontl'lents, 
in~ables, echelonn~s Ie long du Nil, d' As- scattered along the Nile fran Aswan to Abu Sim
souan ~ Abou Sinbel. Certains ont ete recem- bel. Sate of these have recent! y been rroved, 
rent deplac~s, apr$ la canp:igne internatio- as part of the international canpaign for the 
nale renee sous les auspices de l' UNESa> tour protection of the antiquities of Nli:>ia and the 
la sauvegarde des antiqui tes de Nubie et de region of Aswan, under the auspices of UNESCO. 
la region d' Assouan. lOOM:>S recarmends the inscription of the Open 

L'Ia:twm reccmrande l'inscription de la zone Air Museum of Nubia and Aswan on the Wbrld 
arch€ologique du nrusee en plein air de Nubie Heri tage List on the basis of criteria 1, III 
et d' Assouan sur la liste du Patrirroine MJn- and VI. 
dial au titre des cri teres I, III et VI. 

I) Several of the rronurrents inclOOed in the j 

I, Plusieurs des nonUltents inclus dans Ie nru- <::pen Air Museum of Nubia and Aswan are unaI";-
see en plein air de Nubie et d'Assouan sont nously recognized as masterpieces of the c_ ati-
unani.nercent reconnus tour des chefs-d' oeuvre ve spirit of man : 
de l'esprit createur de 1 'horme: - the terrples of Abu Sinbel, carved out of the 

- les temples d'Abou-Sinbel,creuses dans Ie rocks by order of Ramses II (the large temple 
:roc sur ordre de Rarrses II ( grand terrple de- is dedicated to Anon Re, to Re-Horakhti, to 
di~ A Arron-~, a PA-Horakhti, ~ Ftah et au Ptah and to the deified king hiInself; the srrall 
roi divinise lui~; petit temple dedie a terrple is dedicated to the goddess Hathor and tc 
la deesse Hather et a I' ep:>use royale di vinisetNefertari, the deified royal sp:>use), have recer 
Nefertari), ont ete recemrent 1 'dJjet d tune tly been the object of an i:rnp::>sing reclamation 
grandiose operation de sauvetage: Itenaces par operation. Due to the nenace of riSing waters 
la nontee des eaux lors de la construction du which would occur after the construction of the 
barrage d' Assouan, ils ont ete sureleves. Ie Aswan darn, these terrples were raised. '!he su::ce~ 
succes de la canpagne lancee a cette occasion of the carrpaign which was latmChed throughout 
par 1 'UNESa> dans Ie nonde entier suffirait a the world by UNESCO, sufficed to prove (as Thou~ 
prouver, s' il en etai t besoin, que ces nonu- it should be necessary), that these nonurre. ); 
rrents sont effectiverrent ressentis c:::cmre rele- were, in fact, preceived as relating to the cuI-
vant du patrilroine culturel de 1 'hunanite hlral heritage of nankind. 
e? -~. ere. - Above the first cataract, Philae, great sanc-

- en anent de la premiere cataracte, Philae, tuary of the goddessIsis of the Ptolemaic perioe 
grand sanctuaire de la deeese Isis a la Basse has been renowned since Greco-ronan antiquity 
Epcq\E, est celebre depuis l'Antiquite greco- for its tenples and their annexes; a large archj 
n:maine P:>1¥ ses terrples et leurs annexes: 1m tectural carplex where the last rJ1araohs and thE 
grand cx:::mple~ architectural, oil les derniers Roman errperors (up to Hadrian) have left their 
];i1araons et les eIf!)ereurs ranains, jusqu' a Ha- narres, the jewel of which is the very elegant 
drien, ont laisse leur ran, et cbnt Ie joyau and very farrous Trajan' s kiosk. 
est Ie ties elegant et tres farreux ''kiosqtE" III) Other than the cooplexes of Abu Sinbel ane 
de Trajan. Philae, the <::pen Air Museum of Nubia and Aswan 

ertbrasses the terrples of Amada, constrocted by 
III) Outre les enserrbles d' Abou-Si.nbel et de 'lhutm::>se III and by Arrem{ilis II, of Derr (also 
Philae, Ie musee en plein air de Nubie et d'As at Amada), those of Ouadi Es Sebouah, Dakka and 
souan englobe les teItples d' Amada, oonstrui ts Maharraqah (at Ouadi. Es Sebouah), the t.errple of 
par 'nloutm::>sis III et Ameoo!iUs II, de Derr(e- Talmis (renoved to Kalabcheh), the kiosk of 
galerrent a Amada}, ceux de Ouadi Es Sebouah,Dak- Kartassi, the tenple of Beit el-ouali. '!his 
ka et Maharraqah (A Ouadi Es Sebouah), Ie temple is a unique series of prestigious nonunents, 
de Talmis ( transp:>rte ~ Kalabcheh), Ie kiosque dating fran the 15th century B.C. to the 
de Kartassi, Ie terrple de Beit el-ouali. II s'a- second century A.D., which are, at once, bot! 
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gi t d 'une s~rie unique de l10nunents presti
gieux, datables du XVe si~le av.J.C. jusqu' au 
lIe de rotre ~re, A la fois rares et antiques, 
et A laquelle il faut ajouter les ~tonnantes 
carri~res de gran! t d 1 Assouan, exploi t~s par 
les Pharaons d~ la plus haute antiqui ~ et 00 
l' on a d~uvert des non'l.ln'eIlts inacheves, ccr 
losses et abelisques. 

VI) Ie nusee en plein air de Nubie et d 1 Assouan 
rassercble des biens cul turels ~troi terrent asso
ci~ au deroulenent d' une longue partie de 
l' histoire de l' Egypte J,ilaraonique. 

(J 

rare and ancient. 'lb these must be added the 
astonishing granite quarries of Aswan, exploi 
ted by the Fbarad'ls fran early antiquity, 
where colossal unfinished obelisque, like 
ItOn'l.ln'eIlts have been discovered. 

VI) '!he Open Air Museun of Nubia and Aswan 
brings together cultural properties closely 
associated with the unfolding of a long se
quence of Egyptian Iharaonic history. 

• 

ICXl-03, Paris. 



CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES ;\10NUMENTS ET· DES SITES 

ICOMOS 

10 Avril 1979) 

Pro~ositions c'inscriotion a la liste du patr~~oine rr.ondial 

FICPE CRITIQUE 

~rlUsee de olein-air de Nubia & At'lan - Egypte - n08a 

Les monume:;.ts indiques ont tous une renommee mor-diale ~ en partnculier 
Abou Simbel, apres les initiatives spectaculaires de l'UNESCO. On 
peut se derrander si la notion globale de "monuments de Nubian" reunis
sarx des oavrages fort eloignes les uns des autres, est la mei:Lleure; 
n'est-ce pas inviter tous les pays a donner de trop larges def5nitions 
de leur patrimoine ? 

Panel :" 

M. Andre Chastel 

Mr. Henry f>lillon 

M. Jean Taralon 
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND SITES 

ICOMOS 

6 April 1979 

\\DRLD HERITAGE LIsr (CUL'IURAL PROPERI'Y) 
IC0"v10S TECHNICAL REVIEW NCJ.['ES 

, . 
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N.B All comments are keyed and numtered according to the World furitage 
Nomination Forms. Information requested ,is underlined. 

1. 

2. 

(a) Country: Rgypt 

(6) Name of Property: Nubia (Identification o 88) 

(a) Ovner: please give the name and address of the State organization which 
ov:ns the 12r0!2erty. ,~ 

(b) Legal status: please provide details of protective legal and administra
tive measures 12rovided by the legislation ~hich protects antiquities 
areas. 

(c) Responsible administration: please give the mailing address. 

3. (c) Pnotographic documentation: it would be useful if the photographs were 
identified in the body of the Nomination. 

5. Justifi~ation: as the World Form ints out, a statement 
rr:ust be made as to the ro ert 's s' ificance its "outstanding; uni
ve:::'Eal value ill terms of the Convention that justifies it for inclusion 
i:--; tr.e \'Jorld P.eritage List. Property is evaluated against specific cri
teria ado~teG bv the Horld Eerit rre Committee and set forth in the Nomi
:,,:a::..on Form Dage 10 • In every case, consideration must be given to the 
s~ate of preservation of the property (which should be evaluated relati
vely, in, comparison to the state of 12reservation of other property dating 
from the same period and of the same tyr;e and category. 
l~ addition) the property should meet the test of authenticit¥ in design, 
rnaterials, Vlorkrnanship and setting; authenticity does not linllt consi~e
ration to or-i ",inal form and structure but includes all subse uent modi
:'lcatlons and addltlons, over he course of tlffie, which in themselves 
~ossess artistic or historical-values. 

Information requested above should be forwarded"to: 
i' The Secretariat of the World Heritage Carrnittee 

Division of Cultural furitage, 
mmsro • 
1, place de Fontenoy 
15100 Paris 

.--' 


