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-__ ~= ~~ PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

~.,. ) I:::l:2::JTIFICATION 

B.:...e:1 propose: Memphis et sa Necro
-pole. Les zones des 
pyramides de Guizeh 
a Dachour 

~ieu: Gouvernorat de Guizeh 

E~at partie: Egypte 

Date: 9 Mars 1979 

B) RECO!'<IMANDATION DE L' ICONOS 

, 
Que 1e bien culturel propose soit 
i:1scrit sur la liste du Patrimoine 
Mondia1, au titre des crit~res I, 
III, VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

I 

WORLD rlERITAGE LIST ~o ~c 
--'----

A) IDENTIFICAT:ON 

Nomination: Memphis and its ~ecro
-polis. The pyramid =i-
-elds from Giza to Das-
-hur 

Location: Governorship of Giza 

State party: Egypt 

Date: March 9, 1979 

B) ICOMOS RECOMHENDA'l'ION 
( 

That the nominated property ~e i~
-cluded on the World Heritage ~is~ 
on the basis of criteria I, Ill, V~. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Ylem?~is fut la capi tale de l' Egypte Memphis was the capital of Egypt u,,-
SOt:.s l' Ancien Empire, de la IIIe a (' -der the Old Kingdom of the 3rd a:1c, 
~a VIe dynastie ( 2.700 C.- 2.1S0c. 4th dynasties (ca. 2,700 b.C. ~o 
avo J.C.). Si~ge d'un tres influen-c 2,150 B.C.) .As the seat of ar-l ::..r.=::',~
college religieux (les pretres de i -ential religious establishrrle:1'~ \ , .. <..

Ptah) , e11e conserva son importanc1 priests of Ptah) , it retained i:5 
tout au long de I' histoire de I' E- importance through out the [;.:.s ..:." 'v 

-g:rpte pharao~lique, meme alors que i of pharaonic Egypt to the e:1c 0 ",-,C 

r::hebes fut devenue la capi tale du I Graeco-roman period- even' whe:-. ':. .~~-
pays, et jusqu'a la fin de la peri~- -bes had become the capi~al 0= ~_C 
-de greco-romaine. Les pharaons, 'country. The pharaons were alw~y~ 
-::o-..:.~ours, furent COUrO:1neS a Mem- crowned at Memphis, includir,cj ).,,:<-
-?his, y compris Alexandre et ses -der and his successors of t~2 ~:-
successeurs de la dynastie ptolema~ -lemai6 dynasty. 
-:.que. I The site of the city as sucl1 ,":':'--'-
~c site de 1a ville proprement dite -shein) is only imperfect~y ~c_: 
, ~~::-.drachein) n I est CJ:'-l' imparfai te-: But the extraordinary £\..:.;-,0:"", 

-::-,(;:--. t dogage. Mais les extraorci::.ai!- -bles which surronci it, to -S;'" ."-

- - ,:; enSE)T,G~es funerai res ~ui I' en-' and south, have lone; been k;,,)\,; 

-~:.;:.._'Cen-::, au r.ord et a:..: su.:i, sont Giza, dominated ~y tl:,; pyr.:.::.;,,_., 
,:' "S 10; .... gtcr.~:::Js conn us. Gui zeh, Cheops, Chephren, and Myeo: -- -

_ ., :_'_2 pa.r 12s .:cyra.mides c~,; :\;l~OpS , (4 th dynasty: 2,500 B. C .) ;, 
.. ,~:::;: .... ren, c~e .:-:ykerinos (IVe dy- -:::-.e Great Sprlinx is wor~d 1.', 

.. ' ~_i3 : 2.500 avo J.C.) et p=~ l~ Besides these amazing erea~~_ 



a?h~~x, est ~ondialement cel~bre. 
v __ :e ees stupefiantes realisations, Ie 
Si~2 cc~porte des tombes rupestres, des 
c2ntaines de s~pu:tures privees (masta
-O_Sj de la IVe et de la Ve dynastie, 

-2-

:es vestiges d'une agglo~eration ou du
-~~~t habiter les ouvrie=s des pyramides. 
}~~S au sud, on trouve - pour s'en tenir 
,,-.:.x set:ls monuments exceptionnels- Abou
CoraD e~ le temple solaire de Niouserre 
~2 la Ve dynastie (XXVe siecle avo J.C.), 
~bou-Sir avec les pyramides des rois de 
1a Ve dynastie et enfin Sakkara avec sa 
~ecropole civile archaique (3.000 C. avo 
J.C.) et les tombeaux royaux de la Iere 
~ la VIe dynastie, la pyramide a degres 
au roi Dj§ser, des mastabas disposes en 
rues des IVe, Ve et VIe dynasties, cele
.~ res par la beaut§ de leurs reliefs, 
_ .. e necropole du Nouvel Empire et Ie Se
-r~)et:m. 

~I~comos reco~~ande llinscription sur la 
llste du Patrimoine Mondial essentielle
-men~ au titre des criteres I, III, VI. 

:. ~es pyramides d'Egypte ont toujours 
~_scite l'admiration unive~selle: deja, 
~ans l'Antiquite, elles comptaient parmi 
~es -':'.erveilles du Monde". Environnees de 
~~cropo:es et de temples pourvoyeurs de 
~2buleux tresors et d'oeuvres d'art ines
-timaDles, elles meritent largement Ie 
~i~re de realisations artistiques uniques 
~~ de chefs-ti'oeuvre de l'esprit createur 
;)2 l'homme. 

1:1:1. L' ensemble de r,1emphis englobe des 
- ~~~e~~s singuliers, d'une tres haute 
Ct":tiqui te. La pyramide a degres de Dj eser, 
?re~ier pharaon de la dynastie memphite, 
entierement construite en calcaire, est 
1a plus ancienne oeuvre architecturale 
connue qui soit faite de pierres regulie
-rement taillees. A Guizeh, dans Ie com-
-p10xe de Kheops, on a decouvert, intac-
-te, la "barque solaire" qui un des plus 
&ne~ens bateaux qui se soient conserves 
~LS~~'a nous. La necropole archaique de 
S,,~,:':;.~~=:::. =e;r,onte a la periode de la forma
-tioD de 1a civilisation pharaonique. 

\;". ::...' c:xc9?tionnel interet historique, 
C:cr'.:..:.s'::.i,~..;.c 2t sociologique de ces monu
-:'.2 .. -.:..:, te,noins d' une des plus brillantes 
,~-~.-\ .. __ ~.:_ tions de la planete, se passe de 
,,; ... .-.2~"l t...:..ires . 

si te comprises rock-cut to;'.;-:'_. 
-eds of pri va te sepul tures \ ;::c:.::'>.::J,--,,;; 
of ~he 4th and 5th dynasties, c:.~~ ~~c 
vestiges of a group of bu~l~inss ~~~C 
the people who worked on the p7ra~i~5 
must ~ave inhabited. F~rthe= sc~~~ 
are found (noting only the t=~:y ~x
-ceptionnal monuments) A:Oll-G!:~ra;:; a::.c 
the solar temple of Newoserre 0: ~he 
5th dynasty (25th centu=y B.C.), A
-bou-Sir with the pyramids of the 
kings of the 5th dynasty and finaiiy 
Sakkara with its archaic civil necro
-polis (3,000 B.C.) and the royai 
tombs of the first to the fourth dy
-nasties, the step pyramid of t~e kir 
Zoser, and the mastabas, aligned alo~ 
streets, of the 4th, 5th and 6th dy
-nasties, renowned for the beauty of 
their reliefs, an necropolis of the 
New Kingdom and the Serapeum. 
Icomos recommends the ir.cl usion c:= 
this property on the World Heri taS2 
List on the basis of criteria 1, 1==, 
and VI. 

I. The pyramids of Egypt have always 
provoked universal admiration; even 
during Antiquity, they were inc~1l~2d 
among the "Wonders of the 1'10:.:-10.". 
Surrounded by necropolis and ~e:-:-:)~ es 
which house fabulous treasures anc 
invaluable works of art, they solidl~ 
merit their reputation as uniqlle ~=~
-is tic realisations and ~asterpieees 
of the creative spirit of man. 

III. The ensemble of Me~phis e~~r~ec~ 
singular monuments of a very grc~ ... 
antiquity. The step pyramid of Zc~erj 
the first pharaon of the f-'lemphis :-:;e
-riod, constructed entirely in ii~~-
-stone, is the oldest architeetur~l 
structure known, which is buil~ fro~ 
regularly cut stone. At Giza, i~ ~~8 
complex of Cheops, one of t~e cl~Gst 
boats preserved today, the "so::"z..r 
barge" was discovered intac-c. ':;.'he 
archaic necropolis of Sakkara cates 
bac~ to the period of the formation 
of pharaonic civilisation. 

VI. The exceptionnc:-.l hi.3~OrlC, a:c - .. -
-tic and sociological intereSt 0":: ,---., 
-se monuments, w~tnesses of one 0. 

the most brill ian t ci vilisil tlcr . .c~ c': 
this plane;:., neecis r.o corr~:~2:-'~":"'::::". 



CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES NfONUMENTS ET DES SITES 

ICOlv10S 

10 avril 1979 

ProDositions d' inscription a la liste du patrimoine mondial 

FICHE CRlTIqJE 

Menphis et sa n§croDole - Egypte - 0 86 

La grandeur de l' ancienne Egypte est familiere a tout Ie monde. Mais 
faut-il englober en une meme definition "Ie domaine de Memphis" allant 
de Giza a Dahshur? Peut-etre~ puisqu'il s'agit d'un pur champ archeolo
gique. 

Panel: 

M. Andre Chastel 

Mr. Penry Millon 

M. Jean Taralon 



INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND SITES 

ICOMOS 

6 April 1979 

WORm HERITAGE L1& (CULTURAL PROPERI'Y) 
1OOMOS TECHN1CALREVIEH NarES 

N.B. All carments are keyed and numbered according to the World Heritage 
Nominations Forms. Inforamtion requested is underlined. 

1. (a) Country:' Egypt 

(c) Name of Property: Memphis (Identification 0 86) 

-/ 2. (a) Ofu~er: please give the nam~ and address of the State organization which 
mms the property. 

(b) Legal status: please provide details of protective legal and administra
tive measures provided by the legislation which protects antiquities 
areas. 

(c) Responsible administration: please give the mailing address. 

3. (c) Photographic documentation: it would be useful if the photographs were 
identified in the body of the Nomination. 

5. Justi::~ication: as the lw'Torld P.eritage Norrination Foro points out, a statel..e::t 
r::ust be r.1ade as to the property's significance (its "outstanding univer

s21 value" in terms of the Convention) that justifies it for inclusion 
i:-'. ~:--.2 \';o:::,ld f.er:tCl€e List. Property is evaluated against specific crite
ria acop'ced bv the Horld P.erit e Ca;nr.ittee and set forth in the ~;cm::.:-.E:.
tlon :corm page 10 . In every case, conslderatlon must be lven to the 
state of nreservation of the property which should be evaluated relati
vely, i~ comparison to the state of preservation of oth~r property dati~ 
troc! the same period and of the same type and category. 
I~ addition, the property should meet the test of authenticity in design 
materials, 1tlorkm:l.nship and setting; authenticity does not limit conside
ration to original fonn and stru-.:ture but includes all SUbsequent modifi
cations and additions, over the course of time, which in themselves possess 
artistic or historical values. 

Information requested above should be fo~warded to: 
The Secretariat of the World Heritage Committee 
Division of Cultural Heritage 
UNESCO 
7, place de Fbntenoy 
75700 Paris 
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