WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION - IUCN TECHNICAL EVALUATION
ALEJANDRO DE HUMBOLDT NATIONAL PARK (CUBA)

Background note: The IUCN technical evaluation of Alejandro de Humboldt National Park (AHNP),
nominated by Cuba in 1999, was presented to the twenty-third session of the Bureau in July 1999. Based on
IUCN’s advice the Bureau adopted the following recommendation:
“The Bureau noted that Alejandro de Humboldt National Park is considered to meet natural criteria (ii) and (iv)
but decided to defer the nomination to allow approval of the law expanding the Park and approval of an
expanded boundary which links the currently isolated core zones. Until this law and this boundary is in place,
the integrity of the site cannot be guaranteed.”

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
IUCN has received a copy of recently approved legislation (Accord No. 3880 of the Executive Committee of the
Council of Ministers, 1 February 2001), which establishes of a number of new protected areas as part of the
development of the National Protected Areas System of Cuba. The legislation includes provisions for the
expansion of AHNP. IUCN has also received a detailed map of the expanded park (see Map 1). The new
boundaries link the core zones (Cupeyal-Ojito de Agua Sector and the Jaguaní Sector) which were separated
from each other at the time of the 1999 nomination. The new boundaries also encompass a marine and coastal
component; thus the expanded park covers a range of ecosystems from the sea to some of the highest peaks in
eastern Cuba. IUCN considers that the expanded boundaries adequately respond to the Bureau’s concerns on the
integrity of this site.

APPLICATION OF CRITERIA/STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Criterion (ii): Ecological processes
The size, altitudinal diversity, complex lithologies, and landform diversity of AHNP have resulted in a range of
ecosystems and species unmatched in the Insular Caribbean. It was a Miocene-Pleistocene refuge site,
particularly in the glacial eras, for the Caribbean biota. The fresh water rivers that flow off the peaks of the park
are some of the largest in the insular Caribbean and because of this have high freshwater biological diversity.
Because of the serpentine, peridotite, karst and pseudokarst geology of the region, AHNP is an excellent
example of ongoing processes in the evolution of species and communities on underlying rocks that pose special
challenges to plant survival.
Criterion (iv): Biodiversity and threatened species
AHNP contains the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of terrestrial
biological diversity in the entire insular Caribbean. It contains 16 of 28 plant formations defined for Cuba, the
largest island in the Caribbean, which is a unique biogeographic province. It is one of the most important sites
for conservation of endemic flora in the entire Western Hemisphere – nearly 70% of the 1,302 spermatophytes
already described, of an estimated total of 1,800-2,000, are endemic to the park. AHNP is one of the most
biologically diverse terrestrial tropical ecosystems in an island setting anywhere on earth. Endemism rates for
vertebrates and invertebrates found in the park are also very high. Many of these are threatened because of their
small range. Because of their uniqueness and the fact that they represent unique evolutionary processes, they are
of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science and conservation.

RECOMMENDATION
That the Bureau recommend to the Committee that Alejandro de Humboldt National Park be inscribed on the
World Heritage List under natural criteria (ii) and (iv). The Committee may also wish to recommend that the
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State Party consider requesting Technical Assistance to finalise the management plan for this site, taking into
account the conservation requirements of the extended boundaries.
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