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L:S~2 DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDE~TIFICATION 

Bien propose: Le Mont Saint-Michel 
et sa baie 

Lieu: ~lanche 

Ile-et-Vilaine 

Date: 6 Mars 1979 

2cat partie: France 

3) RECOY~~NDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

1e bien c~lt~rel pro?ose soit 
~~s~~~t aur la :ista ~~ Patri~oine 
:.::-::.5.':".:.::" I a'.l titre des cri teres I, =:= 2t VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

:"'Abbaye du Mont Saint-Michel est 
eta~::"ie dans la baie du meme nom, 
e~c~e Bretagne et Normandie, sur un 
':"loc granitique ... mesurant 900 m. en-I' 
-viron de pauxtour a la base et 80m. 

I 

':'e :-.a u teur ~ et:t qui. pOinte, a deux t' 
k':"lometres 'dada: terre ferme, au-des 
-.3US de la frange sablonneuse recou-
-verte par les grandes marees. On 1 
~aconte qu'anciennement, cette aigu-j 
-l::"le rocheuse dominait une foret qUt' 
f~c engloutie- au debut du VIlle si­
-ecle ?- oar un raz-de-maree. II res! 
-c~ q~e cette ~~cep~~on~e~le situa-
-~~c~, sur u~e etro~te em~nence per-
-~-..:e encre terre et mer, a com.rnande I 

l'':''~piantation et Ie developpernent 
de l'ab~aye, les solutions pratiques 
et e.3t~etiques inscrites dans les 
oia~res de l'edifice, inseoarable I 

~jsormais de son environne~ent natu-\ 
-~el , qui l'explique et lui resticu 
~a valeur specifique. 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 80 -.....;....----

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Mont Saint Mic~el a~~ 
its bay 

Location: Manche 
Ile-et-Vilaine 

Date: March 6, 1979 

State party: France 

B) ICOMOS RECO~L~NDATION 

That the nomi~ated orooer':.v ;:;e 
-cl '.lded on the i'iorld ::iari ~age :.. 
on the basis of criteria I, III 
VI. 

. 
C) JUSTIFICATION 

In a bay bearing the same'name, t~e 
abbey of Mont Saint Michel is esca-' 
-blished between Brittany and ~O~-
-mandy on a small granitique island) 
maesuring 900 meters in circi..l2::ere:-.ce 
at its base and 80 meters at its 
peak,which stands out above the 
sandy fringe of earth covered by ~~~ 
heavy tides (nearly 2 kilometers 
from the solid ground). It is said 
that long ago, this rocky needle 
dominated a forest which, at the 
beginning of the 8th century ?,was 
swallowed up by a tidal wave. At a:-.~· 
rate, this exceptionnal situation, 
a narrow prominence lost between 
land and sea, has implicit~y ce~er­
-mined the implantation and d~v~:v?~ 
-ment of the abbey, as we:: as ~~2 
practical and aesthetic solutic~~ . 
imprinted in the very 5tO~C5 oi t~~ 
building itself, insenarable, as 
always, from its natu~al enviro~~2~~ 
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_'i~~~ye sur?lo~be un petit villa-
-;2 3e~~e au pied 'du mont; elle forme 
~~ co~plexe architectural d'une grande 
or~si~a:ite, edifie par reprises et 
~~~o~c~~ons succesives tout au long du 
~·:o:.ren-Age. Le monastere de Saint-Michel 
-a~-?eril-de-la-Mer fut fonde en 966 
?~r des xoines benedictins, venus de 
3a~nt-Wandril:e, mais il y avait long­
-~e~ps qu'un sanctuaire avait ete dedie 
~ l'archangeen ce lieu. La plus ancie­
-~~e partie actuelle, la petite eglise 
?~e-rowane a deux nefs de Notre-Dame­
sous-terre, en ma~onnerie de granit et 
c.e briques plates, remonte sans doute 
au Xe siecle. 
L'apport de l'epoque romane est encore 
~. ~ible dans la nef de l'abbatiale, 
(.""dt La croisee s'appuie sur le sommet 
d~ rocher, et dans un groupe de batiments 
conventuels etages, irreguliers, exigus 
et trapus ( aumonerie ou galerie de l'A­
-quilon, promenoir des moines dont la 
voCte, construite apres 1103, serait un 
;::'2S pius anciens exemples de croisees 
c.'ogives) . 
~':ais ce sont les maitres d' oeuvre de l' e­
-?oqua gothique qui , tout ~n tirant le 
~2illeur parti de l'espace restreint, 
~~venterent les hautes murailles, les mas­
-ses eLancees, les volumes ajoures, les 
)inacles aeriens ou s'exalte si heureu­
-sement La silhouette aigue du rocher. 
20ur l'elegance de sa conception, le nou­
-veau corps de batiments conventuels,e-
-ji=ie a partir de 1204, merite le sur-

:':1 de "~lerveille": il comprend, au-des­
-",<..lS de l'aurnonerie du XIIe siecle, les 
celebres salles dites des. Hotes et des 
C~evaliers ( avec voutes d'ogives retom­
-bant sur des colonnades centrales) et, 
au dernier etaga".. outre l'immense vais­
-se~u du refectoir~~. le cloitre, aux 
colonnettes en quinconce,. et qui ouvre 
c.'~n cote sur la mer. Parmi les nombreu-. . 
-S2S adjonctions plus tardives, il faut 
2:-.::i:1 signaler le choeur flamboyant de 
:;~~batiale, corr~ence en 1448, a l'empla­
-Ce~2n~ du choeur roman qui s'etait ef-
- ':o:-.dre. 
~':co~os recomrnande l'inscription au titre 
C23 criteras I, III et VI. 

~. ?ar l'alliance inedite du site naturel 
~~ ~2 l'arc~itecture, le Mont-Saint-Michel 
~~ns~i~ue une reussite esthetique unique. 

===. :Se :;·:ont Saint-Michel est un ensemble 
3~~S ~~~ivalent tant par la coexistence 
~~ :'a~baye et de son village fortifie 
s~r l'espace reserre d'un ilot, que par 

whic~ explains __ and ~n~cn ~~ ~~-

attribute its speci:ic val~e. 
The abbey predominates a tiny 7il:~g. 
which clings to the foot of the ~c~n­
-tain; it forms an archi~ectural cc~~ 
-plex of great originality, buil: ~7 
successive restructurings and additi­
-ons through out the Middle Ages. ~h. 

monastery of Saint-Michel-au-?§ri:­
de-la-Mer was founded in 966 ~y b2~e­
-dictine monks, originating fro~ S~ 
Wandrille; however, on this loca~~or. 
a sanctuary dedicated to the ~~c~~~g( 
had existed for a longti~e. ~ha o~da. 
part of the present abbey, t~e s~all 
pre-romanesque church, ~otre-Dame­
sous-Terre, comprised of a double na­
-ve, in granite masonry and flat 
bricks, dates back undoubtedly to t~. 
10th century. 
The contribution of the Romanes~~e 
period is still visible; in t~e ~ave 
of the abbey church, whose crossi~g 
is supported by the rock su~~it, ~~d 
in a group of conventual buildings 
( staggered, irregular, exiguous a~d 
squat), the chaplain's residence or 
gallery of Aquilon, the coverad ga::. 
-ry of the monks of which the vaulti: 
constructed after 1103, would be one 
of the earliest examples of ribbed 
vaulting. 
But it is the masters of tte Got~ic 
period, profiting as best they co~:~ 
from the restrained area, who inve~­
-ted the high walls, the soari~g ~a~ 
-ses, the open volumes, t:-.e a:"~y 

pinacles is which is so harmonio~s:: 
reflected the sharp silhouette of ~~ 
rock. The new body of conventual 
buildings r built from 1204, marits 
the name "Merveille" (Marvel) for :.h· 
elegance of its conception. It co~?r 
-ses above the chaplain's residance 
of the 12th century, the celebratei 
rooms known as the "Hotes" and t;12 
"Chevaliers II (with rib vaul~:3 'tJ::ic:'1 
spring from the central colonnades) 
and, on uppermost floor, bes ides ~~1e 
i~~ense body of the refectory, the 
clOister, with colonnettes grouped 
in fives, which is open on one siia 
to the sea. Among the nLL"7terO~S :a t2r. 
additions, which should be ~2n~:"o~2~ 
is the flamboyant choir of 'C.:-tB .o..::::...::~" 
church, begun in 14~8 to replaca :'~2 
Romanesque choir which had previous: 
co::':"':'Jsed. 
:~owos recorr~ends tte in~~_s:"on 0: 
this property on the World ~Br~~~~2 
List based on criteria I, II: an~ VI 
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~I~gencement original des batiments 
~J~ :Ji conf!re sa silhouette inou­
-jliable. 

VI. Le ~ont Saint-Michel est un des 
hauts lieux de la civilisation chr§­
-~lenne madi§vale. 

• 

-~-

1. Mont Saint-Michel constitutes a 
unique aesthetic realization w~ic~ 
may be attributed to the unprecedente 
union of the natural site and the 
architecture. 

III. Mont Saint-Michel is an unequale 
ensemble, as much because of t~e 
co-existence of the abbey and its 
fotified village with the confined 
limits of a small island, as for the 
originality of the placement of the . 
buildings which confer on it its un­
-forgettable silhouette. 

VI. Mont Saint-Michel is one of the' 
most important sites of medieval 
Christian civilization. 
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