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Justification by State Party 

Firstly, the Hiroshima Peace Memorial, Genbaku Dame, stands as a permanent witness to the terrible disaster that 
occurred when the atomic bomb was used as a weapon for the first time in the historv of mani<ind. secondly, 
the Dame itself is the only building in existence that can convey directlv a physical image of the tragic situation 
immediately after the bombing. Thirdly, the Dome has become a universal monument for ali mankind, 
symbolizing the hope for perpetuai peace and the ultimate elimination of ali nuclear weapons on earth 

Note The State Party does not make any proposais concerning the criteria under which the property shOuld 
be inscribed on the world Heritage List in the nomination dossier. 

categorv of propertv 

In terms of the categories of property set out in Article 1 of the 1972 world Heritage convention, the Genbal<u 
Dome is a monument. 

Historv and Description 

History 

ln 1910 the Hiroshima Prefectural AssembiY decided to build the Hiroshima commercial Exhibition Hall to promote 
industrial production in the prefecture. work started on a site on the eastern side of the Motoyasu river, to the 
designs of the czech architect Jan Letzel, in 1914 and was completed the following year. In 1933 its name was 
changed to the Hiroshima Prefecturallndustrial Promotion Hall. 

When the first atom bomb exploded over Hiroshima at 8.15 am on 6 August 1945, causing the deaths of 
140,000 people, this building was the only one Ieft standing near the hypocentre of the bomb blast, albeit in 
skeletal form. It was preserved in that state when reconstruction of the city began, and became known as the 
Genbaku Dame <Atomic Bomb oome>. In 1966 Hiroshima City council adopted a resolution that the oome shOuld 
be preserved in perpetultY. 

The Peace Memorial Park, in which the oome is the principallandmark, was laid out between 1950 and 
1964. The Peace Memorial Museum in the Park was opened in 1955. Sin ce 1952 the Park has been the scene of the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial ceremony, held annually on 6 August. 

Description 

The Hiroshima Prefectu ra 1 1 nd ustria 1 Promotion Ha 11 was a th ree-sto rey brick building with a five-sto rey centra 1 co re 
topped bY a steel-framed elliptical dome cJad with copper. It covered 1023 m2 and stood to a height of 25 m. The 
exterior walls were faced with stone and cement plaster. The dame was reached via a staircase Iocated at the 
central entrance. 

The main building, which is situated sorne 150 m from the hypocentre of the explosion, was almost 
completely shattered and gutted: the roof and floor collapsed, along with most of the interior walls from the 
second floor upwards. However, because the force of the blast came from almost directly above, the foundations 
of the core section of the building under the dame remained standing. The remains of the fountain that had 
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stoOd in the Western-style garden on tne south side of the nall also survive. ln its present form tne building 
preserves in everv detail its exact state after the blast. 

Management and Protection 

Legal status 

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial, Genbaku Dome, is designated an Historie Site under Article 69 of the 1950 Law for 
the Protection of Cultural Properties. This stipulates tnat Historie Sites snould be properly managed bY the owner 
or relevant local government autnority, tnat permission must be sought from the national Government for any 
alterations or restoration affecting the existing state, and tnat tne national Government may provide tecnnical 
guidance and subsidies for repair work and management. 

Management 

The property is owned by tne CitY of Hiroshima. 

Matters relating to the 1950 Law for ttie Protection of Cultural Properties are the con cern of the national 
Agency for Cultural Affairs <Bunka-cno>. Otner bodies participating in the management of the monument are the 
council for the Protection of Cultural Properties and its Committee of Experts, tne Ministrv of construction, 
Hiroshima Prefecture and its Board of Education, and tne Board of Education of the City of Hiroshima. 

A management office operated by the City of Hirosn ima located in the Peace Memorial Park is responsible 
for the daiiY management of the Do me. The City assigns specialists for the preservation maintenance of tne Do me 
and carries out a survey everv three years to monitor tne degree of stability of its structure and its general 
condition. 

The Peace Memorial Park within wnich the Dome is situated is managed in accordance with the City Parks 
Law and tne Byelaw for the Parks of Hiroshima. There is a buffer zone around the oome within wnich no 
structures may be erected other than park facllities <wh ich are limited .to 12% of the total a rea of tne Park>. The 
City has also set up regulatorv guidelines relating to the environment around the Pari< which control ali 
construction in the surrounding area. 

conservation and Authenticlty 

conservation historv 

The objective of ali worl< on the oome is to preserve it in lts condition lmmediately after tne atomic bomb blast. 
worl< was carried out in 1967 and in 1989-90 as a precaution against collapse caused by deterioration as a result 
of weatnering. This nas involved tne use of epoxy resins as binding agents and steel reinforcement wnere tne 
risk of collapse was believed to be serious. A little rebuilding of the deteriorating masonrv structure also took 
place, using tne original bricks. 

Following the 1989-90 work, it was decided to carry out monitoring at three-yearly intervals to checl< for 
peeling cement plaster, deteriorated masonrv joints, corrosion of reinforcing plates, deterioration of synthetic 
resins, and the extent of subsidence or inclination. 

Autnenticity 

The authenticity of the Genbaku Do me is not open to challenge: the ruined structure stands exactly as it did after 
the atomic bomb exploded on 6 August 1945. The only interventions sin ce tnat time nave been minimal, designed 
to ensure the continuing stablllty of the ruins. This may be likened to work carried out on arcnaeological sites 
around the world. 

Evaluation 

Action by ICOMOS 

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial, Genbaku oome, was visited by an ICOMOS expert mission in August 1993. lt is also 
known to several members of tne ICOMOS Bureau. 
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oualities 

The overriding significance of the oome lies in what it represents: the building has no aesthetic or architectural 
significance oer se. lts mute remains symbolize on the one hand the ultimate in human destruction but on the 
other they communicate a message of hope for a continuation in perpetuitv of the worldwide peace that the 
atomic bomb blasts of August 1945 ushered in. 

comparative analysis 

There is no comparable building anywhere in the world. 

Reeommendation 

That this propertv be inscribed on the World Heritage List, exceptionallv, on the basis of aiterion vi alone: 

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial. Genbaku oome, is a stark and powerful symbol of the achievement of 
world peace for more than half a centurv following the unleashing of the most destructive force ever 
created by humankind. 

ICOMOS, October 1996 
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