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A) IDENTIFICATION 

" "Sta k" k " d'U Bl.en propose: v l.r e rnes 

Lieu: Camrune de Luster 

Eta t partie: Norvege 

Date: 15 Novanbre 1978 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien cultUrel propose soit ins­
cri t sur la Liste du Patrirroine m::mdial 
au titre. des cri teres 1,1:1 et" III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Les "Stavkirker" representent l'une des 
_ fomes les plus elaborees de la construe 

tion en bois, tradi tionnelle en Europe 
du nord de la periode neoli thique au 
Moyen Age. 

Lorsque Ie christianisne fut introdui t 
en Norvege sous Ie regne de Saint Olav 
(1016-1030), les eglises qui s'eleverent 
se confonnerent aux dispositions classi­
ques du plan basilical, rnais furent 
integralenent reties en bois, 1 I ossature 
de charpente etant doublee de planches 
et les canbles recouverts de bardeaux, 
selon 1a technique de construction en 
honneur dans les pays scandinaves. 

Panni les quelques 1300 "Stavkirker" 
medievales d€nanbrees, une trentaine 
subsistent en Norvege; certaines de 
dirrensions inposantes, carne les eglises 
de Borgund, de Hopperstad ou de Hedda!, 
d I autres minuscules, carne celles de 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 58 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Urnes Stave Church 

Location: Municipality of Luster 

State Darty: NOTh6Y 

Date: Novanber 15, 1978 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be 
included on the World Heritage List on 
the basis of criteria I, II and III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The Stave Churches constitute one of the 
nost elaborate types of 'WOOd construction 
which are typical of northern Europe 
from the neolithic period to the Middle 
Ages. 

At the ti.rre Christianity was introduced 
into NOTh6Y, during the reign of St. Olav 
(1016-1030), the churches that were built 

were in the classic basilica! plan, but 
entirely of wood. The roof frarres were 
lined with boards and the roof itself 
covered twu th shingles in accordance with 
construction techniques which were wide­
spread in Scandinavian countries. 

Arrong the roughly 1300 :rredieval Stave 
Churches indexed, about 30 renain in 
NoTh6y. Sore of them are very large, 
such as Borgund, Hopperstad or Heddal 
churches while others, Torpo or Underdal 
are tiny. 
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Torpo au d I Underda1. 

L'eglise d'Urnes peut ~tre retenue pour 
representer cette renru:quab1e serie de 
constructions de bois sur la Liste du 
Patrinoine nondial pour toute une serie 
de raisons qui en font un rronunent excep­
tionnel. _ 

- Son anciennete : cette eglise, reedifiee 
vers Ie milieu du XIlene siecle, integre 
en effet des elffients provenant d I une 
"stavkirke" construite un siec1e environ 
plus tat et dont 1es fouil1es de 1956-1957 
ont reve1~ 1 I inplantation. 

-
- L I exa:rplari te de sa structure, caracteri-
see par 11 erp10i de co1onnes cy1indriques 
a chapi teaux cubiques et d I arcs en plein 
cintre qui transposent dans 1e materiau 
autochtone -Ie OOis- 1es rrode1es de 11 archi­
tecture rcmane en pierre. 

Urnes church can be selected to repre­
sent this outstanding series of wood 
buildings on the ~rld Heritage List 
for a number of reasons, which make 
it an exceptional nonurrent. 

- Its antiquity: this church, which 
was rebuilt tcMard the middle of the 
12th century, includes sare elements 
originating fran a stave church built 
about one century earlier whose location 
was revealed by the 1956-1957 excavations. 

- The exemplaJ:y nature of its structure 
which is characterized by the use of 
cylindrical coltnnnS with cubic capitals 
and semicircular arches, all of which 
use wood, the indigenous building mate­
rial to express the language of stone ~ 
Rananesque architecture. 

- The outstanding quality of its sculpted 
nonurrental decor which, especially on the 

- La. qualite unique de son decor nonurrental outside, includes strap-work panels and. 
sculpt€!, qui carporte -principalement a elarents of Viking tradition taken fran 
II exterieur- des panneaux et elarents a en~- the preceding building ( 11th century) and 
lacs de tradi Uon viking emprunt:es au premier inside an amazing series of 12th century 
edifice (XIate siecle) eti a l'interieur, figurative capitals which constitute the 
tme . etonnante serie de- chapi teaux figuratifs origin of the "Umes style production". 
du XIlffie siecle qui est -a 1 10rigine d'tme , '1 b' ts of 
production connue sous 1e nan de "style - The w:a1th of ~l.turgl.ca, a Jec , , 
dIU " the medieval perl.ad : Chrl.st, the Vrrgm 

mes • and St. John, elements of a rood beam, 
- La. ridlesse de son nobi1ier liturgique a cathedra of sculpted wood, enarrelled 
d I €poque rnOOi€va1e : 1e Christ, la Vierge bronze candlesticks, the corona of light, 
et Saint Jean, e1ffients d I une poutre de etc. 
gloire, la cathedre en bois sculpte, 1es 
chandeliers en bronze €maille, la couronne 
de 1uniere, etc. 

... L ' exce11ente consenration d'un ensEr!'b1e 
parfai terrent horrogene au;I\le1 1es Er!'be11isse­
ments du XVIlene siec1e (1601 et 1700 envi­
ron) et 1es restaurations de 1906-1910 nlont 
rien ate de son authenticite. 

- L I insertion de 1 I eglise dans un site ranar­
quable de vallee glaciaire, sur la rive nord 
du Sognefjord. 

L'ICXMJS reccmnande l'inscription de l'egli­
se d'Urnes sur la Liste du Patrinoine nondi­
a1 au titre des cri teres I, II et III. 

- Excellent conservation of a perfectly 
harogeneous ensemble. The embellishnento::; 
of the 17th century (1601 and ca. l70C. 
and the restorations of 1906-1910 totally 
observed its authenticity. 

- The location of the church within the 
remarkable backdrop of a glacial valley 
on the north bank of Sognefjord. 

ICCM:>S reccmrends the inclusion of Urnes 
church on the World Heritage List on the 
basis of criteria I, II and III. 


