
WORLD HERITAGE LIST 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination Algiers Kasbah 

Location City of Algiers 

State party Al ge ria 

6 March 1990 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That inclusion of this cultural property on the World Heritage 
List be deferred to permit a comparative study of medinas of 
this cultural area to be undertaken. 

C) ICOMOS OBSERVATIONS 

While convinced of the universal cultural value of the Algiers 
Kasbah, ICOMOS suggested the need to confirm the commitment 
of the authorities for the preservation of the site in its initial 
evaluation. The World Heritage Bureau in June 1991 confirmed 
this need and further requested ICOMOS to undertake a study of 
medinas in this region to provide a firm base of comparison for 
evaluation of the site. ICOMOS has prepared terms of reference 
for such a comprehensive study which would examine cultural 
values, authenticity and protective mechanisms among such 
sites. Completion of the study would require 6-8 months. 
ICOMOS is satisfied that the latter received October 24, 1991 
from the Permanent Algerian Delegation indicates firm 
commitment to preservation of the Kasbah on the part of the 
Algerian authorities. 

D) BACKGROUND 

The Algerian nomination concerns the ancient city of Algiers, 
located between the kasbah (fortress) and the seashore. The 
history of the city of Algiers is even more complex and 
turbulent than that of the entire country. Located on the 

'"'· =,.,,._,_"'"'-"'"seashore, ...the ~site- -was: -~AAabit-ed""".fr.om.--cat,.-'east- ~the ... --six-tt:l--~~·.v ,_ 
century B.C., when a Phoenician trading post was established 








