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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: R¢ros 

I Location: Hunicipality of R¢ros, 
TC¢ndelag County 

State party: Norway 

Da te : 15 November 1978 

B) IC0r10S RECOM.JI.1ENDATION ,r:,) RECOI'lYlANDATION DE L' ICOMOS 
! 
-----------------------------------+--------------------------------~ 

, Le bien culturel presente devrait 
. etre inscrit sur la Liste du 

Patrimoine Mondial 

C) JCSTI?ICATION 

i Panni l'eT'l~emble de l'inventaire norvegien 
, des biens cul turels R¢ros ri valise en 
)~rtance avec Bryggen et l' eglise Stave 
de Urnes qui sont deja inscrits sur la 
Liste du Patrirroine 1-1ondial. R¢ros est un 
vaste etablissement ~ier datant de 1644, 
epoque a laquelle cammencerent a se deve­
lopper les mines de cuivre.Sa realite 
materielle s'est manifestee sans inter­
ruption depuis que la ville fut brGlee en 
1679.Ainsi les nombreux batiments encore 
existants representent la tracition norve­
gienne des constructions en bois qui 
fleurirent au cours des dix-huitieme et 
dix-neuvieme siecles.Les batiments tradui­
sent la double occupation des habitants, 
la mine et la ferme,les ensembles a usage 
d'habitation formant des cours de ferme. 
Les groupes sont disposes selon un schema 
urbain regulier, adapte au terrain rronta­
gneux, traduisant le type particulier de 
planification industrielle introduite en 
Norvege par les rois du Danemark, aux 

/ 

That the naninatec1 property be inscribed 
on the W:>r Id Heritage List . 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Within the frarrew:::>rk of Norway's invento-: 
ry of cultural property, R¢ros ranks 
in irrportance with Bryggen and the Stave 
church at Urnes, which have already been 
inscribed on the v-brld Heritage List. 
R¢ros is an extensive mining settlerrent 
dating fran 1644, when the developrent 
of the coppe!"MJrksbegan. Its physical 
history has continued without interrup­
tion since the tov.1!1 was burned in 1679. 
Thus the numerous surviving buildings 
represent the No1:"M2gian tradition of 
w:::>Oden construction that flourished in 
the eighteenth and. nineteenth centuries. 
The buildings reflect the dual occupa­
tions of the inhabitants, mining and 
fanning, the darestic groups being 
arranged as crnpact fannyards. These 
groups are disposed on a regular urban 
pattern adapted to the rrountain terrain, 
reflecting the particular kind of in­
dustrial planning introduced by the 
Danish kings of Norway in the sixteenth 



sezleme et dix-septierne siecles. R¢ros 
est un exemple de ce type de develop­
pement technologique et industriel, 
aussi bien qu' une sw:vi vance exception­
nelle d'une forme traditionelle d' 
habitat humain, edifie selon les metho­
des tradi tionelles de construction. De 
plus,il est devenu vulnerable sous l' 
effet de changerrents econaniques depuis 
la recente cessation de l'exploitation 
des mines de cuivre apres 333 annees d' 
activites continuelles.Enfin R¢ros 
revet une grande rarete. II fut construi t, 
en tant que cite ouvriere, en altitude 
( a 650 metres au dessus du niveau de la 
rrer) et a une latitude tres septentrio­
nale (62 0 35N )qui connait des hivers 
extrerrerrent longs et des basses tempe-

" ratures (- 50 0 C) . Pour toutes ces rai-
l sons , R¢ros repond aux cri teres 3,4,5 

et son inscription sur la Liste du 
Patrimoine Mondial est donc recammandee. 

D) INTEGRITE , AUTHENTICITE ET 
ETAT DE PRESERVATION 

R¢ros est dans un remarquable etat de 
conservation. Une gravure de la ville 
faite depuis Ie crassier dans les annees 
1860 est pratiquerrent similaire a une 
photographie des annees 1970 prise depuis 
Ie merrn point de vue. les premiers efforts 
de con: ,ervation rerrontent au tout debut 
de ce siecle.La premiere protection 
legale des batiments de R¢ros prit place 
en 1923. Cette protection legale s' etend 
rnaintenent a 80 batirrents.En 1936,de la 

) terre fut achetee pour la creation d'QD 
musee de plein air et le premier vieux 
batiment y fut transfere en 1947. Cepen­
dant , ce rrouverre:nt d' a:menagerrent du 
musee de plein air fut abandonne au 
profit de plans de sauvegarde de la 
ville et la mine originelles. 
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and seventeenth centuries. R¢ros is a 
characteristic exarrple of this type of 
technological and industrial developrent, 
as well as being an outstanding sur'iri vor 
of a traditional kind of human settlerrent 
builtin traditional rrethods of construc­
tion. Also, it has beca:re vulnerable 
under the irrpact of econanic change since 
the recent cessation of copper mining 
after 333 years of continuous activity. 
Lastly, R¢ros embodies a strong degree of 
rarity because of its location. It was 
built as an industrial crnrnuni ty in the 
rrountains (650 rreters above sea level) 
at a very northern latitude (62 0 35 t N) 
subject to extremely long winters and 
ION temperatures ( - 500 C ). For these 
reasons R¢ros qualifies under criteria 
iii, iv, v, and is therefore recammended 
for inscription on the ~brld Heritage 
List. 

D) JNI'B3RITY, AUTHENTICITY, AND STATE 
OF PRESERVATION. 

R¢ros is in a rerrarkably carplete state of 
preservation. An engraving of the town as 
seen from the slag heaps in the 1860's is 
'V".irtuc_1J.v the same as a photograph of the 
1970' s taken fran the s~ point of view. 
Preservation efforts date fran the early 
years of this century. The first legal 
protection of buildings in R¢ros was 
effected in 1923. legal protection now 
extends to eighty buildings. In 1936 land 
was ourchased for the developnent of an 
open:air museum, and the first old building 
was rroved onto the site in 1947. HoNever, 
the ITnlseum irrpetus vms overtaken by a 
rroverrent, dating fran 1938, that has led 
to the preparation of plans for the preser­
vation of the town and copperworksin sjtu. 
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