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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos€: Parc national historique 
de 1 I Anse aux Meadows 

Lieu: Province de Terre t-~euve et au 
- Labrador 

Etat partie: Canada 

Dat.e: 7 avril 1978 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que lebien culturel propose soit ins
crit sur la Liste du Patrinoine nondial 
au titre du cri tere VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Reconnu en 1960, fouille de 1961 a 1968, 
puis de 1973 a 1976, protege par Ie 
Service des Pares du canada depuis 1977, 
Ie site archoologique de la Baie Cles 
Epaves, pres de 1 lAnse aux ~..eadows, a la 
pointe nord de Terre-NeUve, revet une 
importa.."1ce capitale pour l'histoire du 
peuple.rrent de l'Atrerique. Les premieres 
traces d' acti vi te hurraine rem:mtent a 
5.000 ans environ et , panni les popula
tions prehistoriques et protohistoriques 
qui sly sent succede, la presence d I un 
raneau bien identifie d 'Esquimaux (Dorse 
Eskimos) est atbestee de 400 a 700 envi
ron. Habitat terrporaire de pecileurs, 
ce si be c6tier etabli sur un littoral 
recouvert de tourbieres sarible avoir ete 
deserte pendant un sieole environ. Au 
IXe siecle, il est reanenage par une 
population archaique autochtone analogue 
a celIe dent sent issus, a 1 I ~ his
torique, les II Indiens" Beothucks. Cetbe 
population y etablit, jusqulaux annees 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 4 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: L'Anse aux HeadCMS National 
Historic Park 

Loca tion : Province of Newfoundland and 
Labrador 

State Darty: Canada 

Date: April 7, 1978 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

'Ihat the proposed cultural property be 
included on the World Heritage List on 
the basis of criterion VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Recognized in 1960, excavated from 1961 
to 1968 and then fran 1973 to 1976, 
protected by Parks Canada since 1977, the 
Epaves Bay archaeological site, which is 
located near 1 lAnse aux MeadcMs, at the 
northern extremity of Newfoundland is of 
great inportance in the histo:ry of the 
settlerrent of Arrerica. The earliest signs 
of human activity go back roughly 5,000 
years and anong the prehistoric and pro
tohistoric populations which succeeded 
one another is a well-defined branch of 
Eskinos (the Dorset Eskirros) which has 
been shCMn to have existed fran about 
400 to 700. A tarpora:ry settlement for 
fishenren, this coastal site which is 
located on a coastline covered by peat 
bogs would appear to have been abandoned 
for roughly one centu:ry. During the 9th 
centu:ry it was re-established by an 
archaic native population similar to 
that fran which, during the historic era, 
the Beothuck "Indians" descended. 
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1500 environ, un habitat quasi-permanent 
dont de rx::mbreuses traces ont e~ retrou
Wes dans la baie et aux alentours. Cette 
occupation -saisonniere ou continue- n' e
tait pas exclusive de toute autre presence. 
L'interet exceptionnel de l' Anse aux Mea
dows vient precisement d'un etablissement 
tenporaire de navigateurs vikings, datable 
du XIe siecle, corrprenant hoi t maisons 
d 'habitation, une forge et quatre ateliers. 

Les fouilles ont livre des precisions deci
sives sur 1 'habitat, 1 'outillage et Ie 
node de vie des occupants: les maisons, de 
grandes dimensions (les plus vastes mesu
rent respectiverrent 24 x 4,5 m et 19 x 14 m) 
se caracterisent par leur teclmique de cons
truction , conforne a celIe qui est attestee 
en Norvege a pareille epoque: structure de 
bois recouverte de rrottes de gazon arrachees 
a la tourbiere, forne particuliere du toi t 
a a:mble tres aigu, presence d' epaisses 
cloisons de tourbe sur les sols en terre 
battue, disposition des pieces, des foyers 
et des ouvertures. Le materiel retrouve 
c::atprend des objets aisement classables 
dans les categories d' artifacts vikings, 
ccmre \IDe lanpe a huile en pierre, un peson, 
une gaine en ecorce (je bouleau pour pierre 
de lest, etc. Aux environs de la_forge, 
dont Ie bas-fourneau est partiellement con
serve, un depot de scories a ete localise. 
La cirquantaine d' objets forges en fer 
(clous, rivets, boucles, etc .•• ) retrouves 
tant sur les sites c'ionestiques que sur les 
sites d' ateliers peuvent avoir ete fabri
ques, au rroins partiellenent, sur place 
mais ressortissent a la typologie norma Ie 
des etablissenents vikings tardifs des 
ootes de la Norvege. 

Menee sur un site vulnerable (les vestiges 
d'habitat se rencontrent a fleur de terre 
et n' occupent que quelques centi.metres en 
profondeur), la fouille de l'Anse aux Mea
dows a ete sui vie d' une etude exerrplaire 
en laboratoire. Les donnees de l' analyse 
par radiocarbone et par dendrochronologie 
a partir d' echantillons preleves sur les 
quelques 2.000 restes de bois et de char
bons retrouves sur Ie site ont conforte 
les datations proposees par les fouilleurs. 
Ure etude de paleo-ecologie a pennis de 
restituer a partir des graines et des pol
lens fossiles Ie paysage et I' environnerrent 
de cet etablissarent humain sur la longue 
duree. 

Until about 1500, this population main
tai~ a quasi-permanent setUenent many 
traces of which have been found in the 
bay and the surrounding area. This 0ccu

pation, be it seasonal or continuous, 
was not the only presence in the area. 
The exceptional significance of l'Anse 
aux Meadows arises precisely fran a 
tenporary Viking settlerrent dating back. 
to the 11th century comprising eight 
houses, one forge and four workshops. 

The excavations provided detailed infor
mation on the settlenent, inplenents and 
life style of the occupants. The large 
houses (the rrost spacious of which mea
sured respectively 24 x 4.5 meters and 
19 x 14 meters) are characterized by the 
building teclmiques used, and which are 
similar to those in use in NoJ:WaY during
the sa:rre period: a wooden structure 
covered with turf taken fran the peat bog; 
a type of especially pointed roof; thick 
peat partitions on the sod floors; layout 
of the rocms, fireplaces and openings. 
The objects found include a ntmlber which 
fall clearly within the categories of 
Viking artif~cts such as a stone oil lanp, 
a balance, a birch bark case -for a ballast 
stone, etc. Near the forge, the low shaft 
furnace of which is partially conserved, 
a deposit of slag was found. The fifty
odd forged iron objects (nails, rivets, 
buckles, etc ..• ) which were found both 
in the dwellings and workshops may have 
been fashio~, at least partially, in 
situ although they conply with the normal 
typology of late Viking setUarents along 
the Norwegian coastline. 

The excavation of l'Anse aux Meadows 
which was conducted on a vulnerable site 
(the settlenent vestiges are at a depth 
of only several centimeters below the 
surface) was followed by extensive labora
to~stu~.~diocarbonandd~~ 
logy analysis was carried out on sanples 
taken fran sate 2,000 wood and coal remains 
found on the site and the findings corro
borated the excavators' dating. It was 
possible, thanks to a paleo-ecological 
stu~ making use of seed and pollen fossils, 
to reconstruct the long-tenn landscape 
and surroundings of this human settlement. 

In spite of the unastonishing appearance 
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En depi t de 11 apparence peu spectaculaire 
de ses vestiges archeologiques (entiere:rent 
recouverts apres la fouille), llAnse aux 
Meadows consti tue un bien exceptio~l dans 
Ie patrinoine de llhmanite. Clest un jalon 
precieux et jusqu I ici unique dans llhistoire 
des migrations hurraines et de la decouverte 
de llUnivers : Ie plus ancien etablissement 
d'origine europ€enne du monde americain. 
II peut etre inscrit sur la Liste du Patri
moine mondial au titre du cri tere VI. 

of its archaeological vestiges (which 
were entirely covered after ~cavation) , 
11 Anse aux Meadows is an outstanding 
property of Manis heritage. It is a 
precious and, up until DCM, unique 
milestone in the history of hunan migra
tion and the discovery of the universe : 
it is the oldest settlement of European 
origin in Arrerica. It can be included on 
the World Heritage List on the basis of 
criterion VI. 



(CULTURAL PrtOPERTY) 

::;Y:E: Or- ?~J=,r:R':::'Y ~)R LE;'l' (ALS'O Cl\TECORY OF CtJI.rr:tJR1\L PROPERT':: --_._--_. 
L 1 Anse aux Meadows National Historic Park (site) 

3. I'XXmA'.:.'l'lJ BY (:'dYlE OF Cw1-."TRY) : 
---------------------------------

Canada 
~. D.XL:·'i:!::'7':",'\'l'IOl,: All documentation is adequate. 

Tecr.nical Gomments: See aOOve. 
--~~~~~--~--------~--------~------------.-----It \\Ould be useful if ronination fom includoo. gEPgraphic 

ooordinates within the body of the text as well as on the maps:-

Technical Conment:s: See above. 

---------------------------------

(C) §ibliogr~ph.Y; Technical Comnents : ___ See~;.....;;abo.;.;.;;_rv..;;e..;;. ________________ _ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5. Justification for inclusion in wl-iL. Technical Comnents: -----------------------------

iii, vi, ani meets the "test of authenticity". 

6. Other ICOYOS Technical Corrraents (follovling HHL Nomination numbers) : 

This seEIt\S to be a cx:mprehensive ani ade;ruately documented ranination 

. resfOn:lin:] adequately to the ranination Fom guidelines. 
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ICOMOS 

PariS, 7 Juno 1:;78 

Mr. Firouz 13agerza.deh 
Chairman, World Heritage Committee 
UNESCO 
Place Fontenoy 
750m Paris 

Dear l"lr. Chairman: 

Having revie~:ed the nominations of cultural properties~duly sub:nitted 
, by States party to the Convention Concerning the Protection of the Horld 

Cultural and Uat~al Heritage, for consideration by the Bureau of the 
'lorld Heritage COlllmi ttee, meet~ng in i t~ first'session, for the purpose 
of inclusion in the vlorld Heritage List, the following have been fomrl 
(in the opinion of ICOMOS) to meet minimum standards of documentation 'and 
therefore (in the opinion of ICOMOS) to be eligible for consideration at 
this timeo They are listed in the order given in documents CC-78/COIW.009/6 
and CC-78/~ONF 0009/3 Add.lo , 

Canada, 
.~ Ecuador 

Ethiopia 

Poland 

Uni ted States 

o llAnsc arut Meado11S National Histor~(; F2.rk (4) 
o Ci ty of Quito (2) , 
o Rock He~~ Churches of l~libela (16) 

Fasil Ghebbi, Gandar region (19) 
o Historic Urban and Architectural Center of Cracow (29) 

Historic Center of Warsaw (50) 
° Auschwitz, concentration camp (31) 
o I'lieliczka, salt mine (35) 
o Nesa Verde 

Of the nominations listed above, those marked (0) have been found (in the 
"pinion of ICO;·iOS) to satisfy the criteria for cultural properties. It is 
Jelieved that the Fasil Ghebbi, Gondar region, Ethiopia, while plainly of 
national significance, needs further expert opinion regardi~~ its ~orld 
ir.:portance. ,There is a question as to whether the Historic Center of 'Vlarsav 
r::.ects the general rule of authenticity, and it is accordingly believed that 
fu-~her expert opinion is requirod on this nomination. 

Additionally, the follO\.nng hro nominations (in the opinion of ICOHOS) have 
been found to meet the criteria for cultural properties although thrr,r lack 

~ the required photOGraphic and cartographic documentation: 

Fcaorc.l GClrmany 
Seregal. 

Aachen Cathedral 
Island of Goreo 

(5 ) 
(26) 

It is suggested th~t the two proceding;nominations be pro,~sio~llY recom~ 
mended, subject to receipt of adequate additional documentation. . 

The re~ainir~ eight nominations of cultural properties, all from Ethiopia, , 
are deficient in terms of documentation. 

A separate report on the technical aspects of nominations .is being prepared 
,for your consideration. ICO:mS remains ready to assist the World Heritage 
Co-:mittee,in every Hay possible. 



PARe NATIONAL HIS'IORIQUE DE L I ANSE AUX ME'AIX>WS (Canada) 

A la IX>inte ouest de Terre Neuve, pres du village de 11 Anse aux M=aCbws, 

dans \IDe region nue et deserte, setrouvent les vestiges d I un etablissarent 

viking du lle siecle. Ce site a ete decouuert en 1960 par Helge et Anne 

Stine Ingstad, qui llont mis a jour de 1961 a 1968. 

C I est la plus ancienne colonie europeenne du N::>uveau funde que lion con

na.i t et 11 unique trace actuelle de 11 etablissenent viking en .AI"nerique du 

NJrd. 

I.e site est local1s~ sur la rive est de la Baie des Epa.ves et s I etend un peu 
- 1 1 • t-· d ~~~ 1'" ... ... - d.i.ff- te - et~aj 1500 environ a ll1 er1eur es ~.Les. I a ete occupe a . eren s epoque ... , .... '-L.... E 

certaineIrent quand les Vikings .sont arrives ( les peuples se sont principale

r.ent etablis sur la rive soo de la Baie des Epa.ves) : 

- !lies peuples de cul ture archai~ mrritirre les ont precedes ety ont derceure 

jusqulau 10e siecle, 

- les Esquimaux de lX>rset y ont habite de 400 a 700 Ap.J .C. 

8 bati.rrents de terre ont ere construits par les Vikings sur 2 terrasses 

ceinturant une tourbiere. 11 y avait 3 grarxies maisons , 1 forge et des ate

liers. Les maisons COl'ClfX'rtaient plusieurs pieces en enfilade : une presentai t 

6 pieces en 3 rangees paralleles, une autre, 4 en enfilade et atteignait une 

longueur inrerieure de 25m. 

t!es maisons {nuvaient abri ter une vingtaine de personnes. A 11 interieur, des 

atres de pierre et des foyers ont ete conserves. Toi ts et murs etaient en terre: 

les toi ts retX>saient sur une charpente en bois; certains rnurs avaient une 

epaisseur de 2m. 

Actuellarent ne subsistent que le sol et Ie bas des IIIl.lrS, mais contraire

rcent a des sites vikings simi1aires en Islande et au Groenland, aucune occu

pation IX>srerieure au lle siecle nla degrade Ie site et de n:xnbreuses traces 

terroignent de l' occupation viking. 

Beaucoup d I objets en bronze, en os et en pierre ont ete trouves, ainsi que 

2000 norceaux de mis qui proviennent de la tourbiere. La. decouverte de e10uset 

de rivets prouvent que Ie fer y a ere egalem:mt travai11e. 

Des nesures de conservation ont ere prises tres rapiderlent apres 1a decouverte 

du site en 1960. Parcs Cana.da, qui a {nursuivi 1es foui11es de 1 'eqw.pe oorWgienne 

de 1973 a 1976, a acquis 93kms2 de terrain qui 1 'entoure et cree un pare na.tional 

avec reglarent et prograrcrre de mise en valeur. 

CRI'I'ERES DU OOSSlER 3 et 6. 


